22 DISCOURSES UPON CHRIST’S

Christ’s bosom, that hive of sweetness, that bed of
rfume. ¢ Blessed are the dead that die in the
ord.’ Rev, xiv. 13. Why should we mourn exces-
sively for them who areblessed ? O let us not weep
‘at the felicity of our friends, but rather long *to
depart, and be with Christ,’ when we shall ¢ drink
of these rivers of pleasures which run at his right
hand for evermore,? a
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Marr. v. 1, 2. And seeing the multitudes; he went
up into a mountain : and when he was set, his dis:
ciples came unto him,

And he opened his mouth, and taught them.

—————

CHAP. 1.
“The Introduction to the ensuing Discourse.

THE blessed evangelist saint Matthew, the pen-

- man of this sacred history, was at first by pro-
fession a publican or gatherer of toll ; and Christ
having called him from the custom-house, made
him a-gatherer of souls. This holy man in the first
chapter sets down Christ’s Birth and Genealogy, in
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the sécond his dignity; a star ushers in the wise
men to him, and as a king, he is presented with
¢ gold, and frankincense and myrrh,’ ver. 9, 11.
In the third chapter the evangelist records his Bap-
tism ; in the fourth his Tentations ; in the fifth his
Preaching ; -which chapter is like a rich mine, eve-
ry vein bath some gold in it. There are four things
in this chapter whicli offer themselves to out view.

, 1. The Preacher. 2. The Pulpit. 8. The Occa-
sion. ‘4. The Sermon. , ‘

1. The Preacher, Jesus Christ; The best of
preachers. o

He went up, He, in whom there was a combi- .
hation of virtues, a constellation of beauties; He
whose lips were not only sweet as the honey-comb,
but did drop as the honey-comb ; his words an or-
acle, his works a miracle, hislife a pattern, his death
a sacrifice; ¢ He went up into a mountain and
taught.” Jesus Christ was every way ennobled and
qualified for the work of the ministry. L

1. Christ was an intelligent preacher: "He had
¢ the Spirit without measure;’ John iii. 834. and knew
how to speak a word in due season; when to hum-
ble, when to comfort. We cannot know all the
faces of our hearers, Christ knew the hearts of' his
hearers, he understood what doctrine would best
suft with them ; as the husbandman can tell what
sort of grain is preper for such a soil.

2, Christ was a powerful preacher. ¢ He spake
with authority,” Matt. vii. 29. He could set men’s
sins before them, and shew them their very hearts,
John iv.-29. ¢ Come see a man which told me all
things which ever I did.” That is not the best glass
which is most richly set with pearl, but that which
shews the truest face ; Christ was a preacher to the
conscience, he breathed as much zeal as eloquence:
he often touched upon the heart strings. hat is
said of Luther, is more truly applicable to Christ,
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He spake as if he had been within a man. He could
drive the wedge of his doctrine in the most knotty
piece ; he was able, with his two-edged sword, to
pierce an heart of stone. ¢ Never man spake like
.this man,’” John vii. 46. - S

. 8. Christ was a successful preacher he had the
art of converting souls, John x. 40. ¢ Many believ-
ed on him 3’ yea, persons of rank and quality, John
Xiis 42. ¢ Among the chief rulers many believed.’
He who had grace poured into his lips, Psal. xlv:

. could pour grace into his hearers’ hearts; he
had the key of David in his hand, and when he
pleased did open the hearts of men, and make way
both for himself and his doctrine to enter: If he
did blow the trumpet his very enemies would come
under his banner, upon his summons none durst
but surrender.

4. Christ was a lawful preacher ; as he had his
Unction from his Father, ‘so his Mission, John viii.
18. ¢ The Father that sent me’ bears witness of me:
Christ {in - whom were all perfections concentred,
yet) would be solemnly sealed, and inaugurated in-
to his ministerial as well as mediatory office ; If’
Jesus Christ would not enter upon the work of the
ministry without a commission; how absurdly im-
pudent are they who, without any warrant, dare
invade this holy function ? There must be a lawful
admission of men into the ministry, Heb.v. 4. ¢ No
~.man taketh this honour to himself, but he that is
called of God, as was Aaron.’ Our Lord Jesus
as he gave apostles and prophets which were ex-
traordinary ministers, so pastors and teachers which
were initiated and made in an ordinary way, Eph.
iv. 11. and he will have a ministry perpetuated,
Matt. xxviii. 20. ¢ Lo I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world.” Sure there is as much
need of ordination now, as in Christ’s time and
the time of the apostles, there being then ex-
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traordinary .gifts in the.church which.are -now
ceased. . 3 . ,, AR

OY. 1. But why should not the ministry lie-in
common ? ¢ Hath the Lord only spoken by Moses ?"
Numb. xii. 2. 'Why should not. one preach as well
as another ? ‘ s

Ans. Because God, who is the God of order,
‘hath made the work of the ministry a select distinct
office from any other. As in the body natural the
members have a distinct office, the eye 1s to see, the:
hand to work ; you may as well say, why should

not the hand see as well as the eye? ‘because God

hath made the distinction, he hath put the visive
faculty into the one, and not the other. So here,
God hath made a distinction between the work. of
the minister and other work. ' a

- Quest. Where is this distinction? |

Ans. 1. We find in scripture a distinction between
pastor and people, 1 Pet. v. 2. - ¢ The elders, or
ministers, I exhort ;. feed the flock of God which
is among you.” If any one may preach, by the same
rule all may, and then what will become of the a-
postles’ distinction? where will the flock of Godbe - .
if all be pastors? ' '
. 2. God hath cut out the minister’s work which
is proper for him, and doth not belong to any o< .
ther, 1 Tim. iv. 13. ¢ Give attendance to reading,
to exhortation, to doctrine, give thyself wholly to
them ;’ or as it is in the Greek, ¢ be thou wholly
in them.” This charge is peculiar to.the minister,
and doth not concern any other. It is not spoken
to the tradesman that he should give himself wholl
to doctrine and exhortation, no, let him look to his
shop; it is not sroken to the ploughman that he
should give himself wholly to preaching, no, let him
give himself to his plough. It is the minister’s
charge ; the apostle speaks to Timothy, and in him
to the rest who had the hands of the presbytery laid

VoL. 11. D 17
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on them; and 2 Tim. ii. 15. ¢ Study to shew thy- .
self approved, a workman that needeth not to be a-
) ahamer rightly dividing the word of truth.” This
is. spoken peculiarly to the minister. Every one that
ean read the word aright, cannot divide the word
aright : so that the work of the ministry doth not
lie in cammon, it is a select, peculiar work. A®
sone might touch the ark but the priests, none
- - may touch this temple-office but such as are called
tait. :

Oly. 2. Baut if a mam hath gifts, is not this suffi-
eient? I answer no; as grace is not sufficient to
make a minister, so neither gifts. The scripture puts
a difference between gifting and sending, Rom. x.
15. ¢ How shall they preach unless they be sent ?”
If gifts were enough to constitute a minister, the a-

ostle should have said, How shall they preach un.

s they be gifted 2 but he saith, unless they be sent;
asin other callings, gifts de not make a magistrate
the attorney.that pleads at the bar may have as
goad gifts as the judge that sits upon the bench,
but he must have a commission before he sits as
judge. If it be shus in matters civil, much more in
ecclesiastical and sacred ; which are things of the
highest importance. Those therefore that do usurp
the ministerial work without any special designation
and appointment thereto, do discover more pride
than zeal. They act out of their sphere ; and are
guilty of thievery ; they steal uion a people ; and
3s they came without a gall, so they stay without a
blessing. Jer. xxiii. 32. ¢I sent them not, therefore
they shall not profit this people ‘at all> And so
much for the first, the Preacher. '

2. The Pulpit where Christ preached : ¢ He wen
.up into a mountain.’ L
- The law was at first given on the mount ; and
here Christ expounds it on the mount. This mount,
a8 is supposed by Hierom and others of the learn-
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ed, was mount Tabor. It was a coivenient place’
to speak in, being seated above the people, and in:
~ vegard of the great confluencé of hearers. = -
;8. The Occasion of Christ’s ascending the mount;:

4 Seeing the multitude.’ : ' T
- The "people thronged to hear Christ, and he
would not dismiss the congregation without a ser-
mon, but ¢ seeing the multitude he went up.” Je.
sus Christ came frem heaven as a factor for souls,
he lay legend here a while, predching was his buds
iness ; the people could not be so desirous to heary
as -‘he was to preach; he who did compassionate
faint bodies, Matt. xy. 82. did much more pity
dead souls, it was his meat and drink to do his Fa-
ther's will, John iv. 84. And seeing the multitude,
hegoes up to the mount and preacheth.  This he

. did not only for the consolation of his hearers, bu¢
the imitation of his ministers. : o
.Krom whence observe: Docf. That Christ’s mi-
aisters, according to Christ’s pattern must embrace
_evetyopportunity of doing good to souls; praying;
and: preaching, and studying must be our work, 2
Tlm, iv.' 2. ¢ Preach the word, be instant in season;
ont of season.’ Peter seeing the multitude, lets
down the net, and at one draught catcheth three
thousand souls, Acts ii. 41. How zealously indus-
trigus have God’s champions been in former, agesy
i Foilling the work of their ministry ; as we read
of Chrysostom, Austin, Basil, thie great Calvin,
Bucer, and others, who for the work of Christ
were nigh unto death. The reasons why the mini-

" ters of Christ, according to his pattern, should be
ambitiously desirous of all opportunities for souk
service, are o o
%~ 1. Their Commission : God hath-entrusted them
as ambassadors, 2°Cor. v. 20. Now you know an
-ambassador waits for a day of audience, and as soon
_as a day is granted, be doth faithfully and impat-
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- tially deliver the mind of his prince : thus Christ’s
ministers having a commission delegated to them to
negotiate for souls, should be glad when there is a
day of audience, that they may impart the mind
and will of Christ to his people.. - ’
2. Their Titles. 1. Ministers are called God’s
seedsmen, 2 Cor. ix. 11. therefore they must, upon
all occasions, be scattering the blessed seed of the-
word : ¢ The sower miust go forth and sow;’ yea,
though the seed fall upon stones, as usually it doth,
yet we must disseminate and scatter the seed of the
word upon stony hearts, because ¢ even of these
i (god is able to raise up children’ to himself.
2. Ministers are called Stars, therefore they must
shine by word and doctrine in the firmament of
the church. Thus our Lord Christ hath set them a
pattern in the text: ¢ Seeing the "multitude, he
went up into the mountain;’ here was a light set
upon an hill; the bright Morning star shining to all
that were round about. Christ calls his ministers
¢ the light of the world,” Matt. v. 14. therefore
they must be always giving forth their lustre;
their light must not go out till it be in the sock-
‘et, or till violent death as an extinguisher put it
out. . . ' :
-~ 8, Christ’s ministers must catch at all occasions
of doing good to others, in regard of the work
which they are about, and that is saving of souls ;
what a precious thing is a soul ? Christ takes as it
were a pair of scales in his hands, and he puts the
world in one scale, and the soul in the other, and
the soul outweighs : Matt. xvi. 26. The soul is of
a noble original, of a quick operation ; it is aflow-
er of eternity ; kere in the bud ; in keaven, fully ripe
and blown. The soul is one of the richest pieces of
embroidery that ever God made : the understanding
bespangled with light, the will invested with liberty,
the affections, like musical instruments, tuned with
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the finger of the Holy Ghost. "The soul is Christ’s
partner, the angels’ familiar? - now if the souls of
men are.of so noble an extract, and made capable
“of glory, O how zealously industriousshould Christ’s
ministers be to save these souls! If Christ did spend
his blood for souls,” well may we spend our sweat:
It was Austin’s prayer, that Christ might find him
at his coming either praying or preaching: What
a sad sight is it to see precious souls as so many
pearlp.and diamonds cast into the dead sea of hell.
. pde; The ministers of Christ ¢seeing the multitude,”
must, < ascend the mount,’ because there are so ma-
ny emissaries of Satan who lie at the catch to sub-
vert souls: How doth the old serpent cast out of
his mouth floods of water after ¢ the woman to
drown her? What floods of heresy have been pout-
ed out in city and country, which have overflown
the banks, not only of religion, but civility. Igna-
‘$ius calls error the invention of the devil; and Ber-
nard calls it a sweet poison : men’sears, like spunges,
have sucked in this poison: never were the devil’s
commodities more vendible in Britain than now ;
a fine tongue can put off bad wares; the Jesuit can
silver over his lies, and dress error in truth’s coat;
a weak brain is soon intoxicated ; when flattery and
‘subtilty meet with the simple, they easily become a
prey : The Romish whore enticeth many to drink
down the poison of her idolatry and filthiness, be-
_ ¢ause it is given in a golden cup, Rev. xvii. 4. If
all who have the plague of the head should die, it
would much increase the bill of mortality ; now if
-there be so many emissaries of satan abroad, who
labour to make proselytes to the church of Rome,
how doth it concern them whom God hath put in-
‘$o the work of the ministry, to bestir themselves,
and lay hold of all opportunities, that by their spi-
-yitual antidotes they may ¢ convert sinners from the
error of their way, and save their souls from death!®
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James v. ult. Ministers must not only be pastors,
but praeliators; in one hand they must hold the
bread of life, and ¢feed the flock of God ;’ in the
other hand, they must hold the sword of the Spi-
rit, and fight against those errors which carry dam-
nation in their front. '

..8. The ministers of Christ should wait for all ‘op-
portunities of soul-service, because the preaching of
the word bath so many remoras that hinder the
progress and success of it ; never did pilot meet with
so many Euroclydons and cross winds in a voyage,
as the spiritual pilots o¢'God’s church do when they
are transporting souls to heaven. - :

1. Some hearers have bad memories, Jam. i. 25.
Their memories are like leaking vessels ; all the pre.
cipus wine of holy doctrine that is poured in, runs
aut presently : ministers cannot bystudy find a truth
so fast as others can lose it; If themeat doth not stay
in- the stomach, it can never breed good blood ; if
a truth delivered doth not stay in the memory, we
can never be, as the apostle saith, ¢ Nourished up
in the words of faith,” 1 Tim. iv. 6. How often
doth the devil, that fowl of the air, pick up the ~
good seed that is sown! If thieves steal away peo-
ple’s money, they tell every one, and make their
complaint they have been robbed; but there is a
worse thief they are not aware of! How many ser-
mons hath the devil stolen from them? How ma-
ny truths have they been robbed of, which might
have been so many deathbed cordials! now if the
word preached slides so fast out of the memory, mi-
nisters had need the oftener.go up the preaching
mount, that at last some truth may abide, and be
as a nail fastened by the masters of assemblies.

2. The ears of many of our hearers are stopped
with earth, I mean the cares of the world, that the
word preached will not enter ; according to that in
the parable, ¢ Hearing they hear not;’ Matt. xiii.
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13. We read of Saul, ¢his eyes wete oper, yet he
~ saw noman,’ Aects ix. 8. A etrange paradox! and
is it ot as strange that men’s ears should be open
yet ¢in hearing hear not ?’ They mind not what is
said: Ezek.xxxiii. 31. ¢ They sit before thee as my
people sitteth, but their heart goeth after their co-
vetousness.” Many sit and stare the minister in the
face, yet scarce know a word he saith ; they are
- thinking of their wares and drugs, and are often

casting up accounts in the church. If & man be in
a mill, though you speak never so loud to him, he
doth not hear you for the noise of the mill. We
preach to men about matters of salvation, but the
mill of worldly business makes such a noise, that
they cannot hear; ¢ In hearing they hear not.’ It
being thus, ministers who are called sons of thunder,
had need often ascend the mount, and ¢lift up their
voice like a trumpet ;> that the deaf ear may be sy-
ringed and unstopped, and may ¢ hear what t
Spirit saith to the churches,” Rev. ii. 7. ‘

8. Others, as they have earth in their ears, so.
they have a stone in their hearts, Zech. vii. 12.
«'They made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest

~they.should hear the law.” The ministers of Christ
therefore must be frequently brandishing the sword
of the Spirit, and striking at men’s sins, that if pos--

‘siife, they may at last pierce the heart of stone.

When the earth is scorched with the sun, it is so
- hard and crusted together, that a shower of rain
will not soften it; there must be shower after show-
er before it will be either moist or fertile ; such an
hardened piece is the heart of man naturally ; it is
so stiffened with the scorchings of lust, that there
must be * precept upon precept,’ Isa. xxviii. 10, Our
doctrine must ¢ distil as the dew, as the small rain
- on the tender herb, and the showers upon the
- grass,” Deut. xxxii. 2. ,
6. Christ’s ministers, according to the example

Y
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of their Lord and Master, should take all occasions
of doing good, not only in regard of God’s glory,
but their own comfort. What triumph is-it, and
cause of gladness, when a minister can say on his
deathbed, ¢ Lord, I have doue the work which
thou gavest me to do,” I have been trading for souls !
When a minister comes to the mount of glory, the
heavenly mount, it will be a great comfort to him
that he hath been so often upon the preaching
mount. Certainly if the angels in heaven rejoice at
the conversion of a sinner ; Luke xv. 7. how shall
that minister rejoice in heaven over every soul that
he hath been instrumental to convert ? every con-
vert gained, as it shall add a member to Christ’s
body, so ajewel to a minister’s crown, Dan. xii. 8.
¢ They that are wise,” or as the original carries it,
¢ They that are teachers shall shine (not as lamps or
tapers, but) as stars ;> not as planets, but fixed stars
in the firmament of glory for ever. '

And though Israel be not gathered, yet shall
God’s ministers ¢ be glorious in the eyes of .the
Lord,” Isa. xlix. 5. God will reward them, not ac-
cording to their success, but their diligence. When

- they are a savour of death to men, yet they are a
sweet savour to God. In an orchard the labourer
that fells a tree, is rewarded as well as he that
plants a tree ; the surgeon’s bill is paid though the
patient die. '

SECT. 1.

Use 1. Let me crave liberty to speak a word to
the Elishas, my reverend and honoured brethren
in the ministry. You are engaged in a glorious ser~
vice. God hath put great renown upon yeu ; he hath
entrusted you with two most precious jewels, his
Truths ang the Souls of his people ; never was this
. honour conferred upon any angel to convert souls;



SERMON ON THE MOUNT. - 33

What princely dignity can parallel this? The pul-
pit is higher than the throne ; for a truly constitut-
ed minister represents no less than God himself, 2
- Cor. v. 20. ¢ As though Ged did beseech you by us,
we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to
‘God.” Give me leave to say as the apostle,. Rom.
xi. 13. ¢ I magtify my office,’ Whatever our per-
sons are, the office is sacred: the ministry:is the most
honourable employment in the world; -Jesus Christ
¢ bath graced this calling by his entering into it;
other men work in their trade, ministers work with
God, 1 Cor. iii. 9. ¢ We are labourers. together
with God.’ O high honour ! 'God and his ministers
- have one and the same work, they both negotiate
aboutsouls: let the sons of the prophets wear this
as'their crown ard diadem ; but while I tell you of
your dignity: do not forget your duty:: imitate this
blessed pattern in the text, the Lord Jesus, . ¢ who
‘seeing the multitude, he went up and taught.’ He
‘took . all ‘gccasions of preaching; sometimes he
taught ih the temple, Mark xiv. 49. sometimes in a
stiip, Mark iv. 1. and here upon the mount ; his lips
“were a tree of life that fed many : how often did he
neglect his food, that he might feast others with his
~doetrine ! Let all the ministers of Christ tread in his
~ steps ; make Christ not only your Saviour, but your
‘Samplar ; soffer no epportunities to slip wherein you
may: be helpful to the souls of ethers; be not con-
- temt.to ge to heaven yourselves, but be as the pri-_
mum mobile, which draws other orbs along with it ;
be such shining lamps, that you may light others to
heaven with you': I will conclude with-that of the
apostle; 1 Cor. xv. 58. « Theretore my beloved bre-
‘thren; be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always:aboun-
ing in the work .of the Lord, forasmuch .as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in-the Lord.”. '
+Vor.mr, E s 1Y
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SECT. 2.

Use 2. Branclk 1. Let me turn myself tc the flock
of God ; If ministers must take all opportunities to-
preach, you must take all opportunities to hear. It
there were twice or thrice a week a certain sum of
money to be distributed to all comers, then people
would go thither ; now think thus with yourselves,
when the word of God is preached ; the bread of
life is distributed, which is more precious -¢ than
thousands of gold and silver,” Psal. cxix. 72. In the
word preached, heaven and salvation is offered to
you ; in this field ¢ the Pearl of price’ is hid : How
should you ¢ flock like doves’ to the windows of the
sanctuary } Isa. kx. 8. We read, the gate of the
temple was called beautiful,” Acts iii. 2. The gate
of God’s house is the beautiful gate, lie at ¢ these
posts of wisdem’s doers,” Prov. viii. 34.

Branch 2. Not only hear the word preached, but
encourage those ministers who do preach. 1. By li.
beral maintaining of them. Though I hope all who
have God’s Urim and Thummim written upon
them can say as the apostle, 2 Cor. xii.-14. ¢ Iseek
not yours but you;’ yet that seripture is still cano-
nical, 1 Cor. 1x. 14. ¢ So hath the Lord ordained,
that they which preach the gospel should live of the
gospel.” Are not labourers in a vineyard maintained

by their labours, saith Peter Martyr; and the apo- .
stle puts the question, ¢ Who plants a vineyard and
eateth not the frui¢ of it?’ 1 Cor. ix. 7. Hypocrites
love a cheap religion ; they like a gospel that will
put them to no charges; they are content so they
may have golden bags, to have wooden priests.
How many, by saving their purses, have lost their
souls ! Julian the apostate robbed the ministers, pre-
tending conscience; I need not tell you how ven-
geance pursued him. Is it not pity the fire on God’s
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altar sheuld go out for want of pouring on a little

golden oil? David would not offer that to God
which < cost him nothing,” 2 Sam. xxiv. 24.

~ 2. Encourage God’s ministers by your fruitful-
ness under their labours ; when ministers are upon

the mount, let them not be upon the rocks. W;;loat
eost hath God laid out upon this city ! never, I be-

lieve, since the apostles’ times, was there a more
learned, orthodox, powerful ministry than mow :
God’s ministers are-called Stars, Rev. i. 20. In this

ity every morning a star appears, besides the bright
eenstellation on the Lord’s day: ‘O you that feed

in the green pastures of ordinances, be fat and fer-

tile; you that are planted in the courts of God,
¢ flourish in the courts of God,” Psal. xcii. 18. How

sad will it be with a people that shall go laden 4o

hell with gospel-blessings! The best way to encou-
rage your ministers, is, to let them see the travel

of their souls in your mew birth. It is a great com-

fort when a minister doth not enly woo souls, but
win souls, Prov. xi. 30. ¢ He that winneth souls is’
wise.” This is a minister’s glory, 1 Thess. ii. 19.

¢ For what is our joy, or erown of rejoicing ? are

not even ye? A successful preacher wears two

crowns, ¢ A crown of righteousness’ in heaven, and -
¢ a crown of rejoicing’ here upon earth; ¢ Are not
ye our crown ?’

8. Encourage your ministers by praying for
them. Their work is great, it is a work will take
up their head and heart, and all little enough it
is a work fitter for angels than men. ¢ Who is suf-
ficient for these things?” 1 Cor. ii. 16. O pray for
them. Christ indeed when he ascended the mount,
and was to preach, needed none of the peoEle’s
prayers for him; he had sufficient stock by him,
the divine nature to supply him ; but all his under
officers in the ministry need prayer. If saint Paul,
who abounded in the graces of the Spirit, and su.

¢
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pernatural revelations, did beg prayer, 1 Thess, v.
25. then surely other ministers need prayer wheo
pretend not to-any such revelations, And pray for
your ministers, .

1. That God will direct them what to preach,
that he will cut out their work for them, Jonah iii.

2. ¢ Go preach the preaching that I bid thee.” Itis
- a great matter to preach suitable truths; these are
acceptable words, Eccl. xii. 10.
2. Pray that God will go forth with their a-
bours; or else ¢theéy toil and catch nothing.! God’s
Spirit must fill the sails of our ministry. Itis not -
the hand that scatters the seed which makes it gpring
up, but the dews and influences of heaven: so it
is not aur preaching, but the divine influence of'
the Spirit that makes grace grow in men’s hearts :
We are but pipes and organs, it is God’s Spirit
blowing in us that makes the preaching of the word
by a divine enchantment allure souls to Christ.
Ministérs are but stars to light you to Christ, the
Spirit is the loadstone to draw you, All the good
done by our ministry, is per virtutem et efficatiam
Domini. O then pray for us, that God will make
his work prosper in our hands ; this may be one
reason why the word preached doth profit no more,
because people pray no more; perhaps you com-.
plain the tool is dull, the minister is dead and cold
you should have whetted and sharpened him by
your prayer ; if you would have the door of a bless.
ing opened to you through our ministry, you must
unlock it by the key of prayer, S



SERMON ON THE MOUNT, - 37

.CHAP. 1L
Shewing that there is a Blessodness in Reversion.
. Mu:'r,: v. 8. Blessed are the poor in Spirit.

JH AVING done with the occasion, I come now

fourthly te the Sermon itself: ¢ Blessed are
the poor.in Spirit,’  Christ doth mot begin his ser-
mon on the mount, as the law was delivered on
the mount, with commands and threatenings ; the
trumpet sounding, the fire flaming, the earth quak-
ing, and the hearts of the Israelites too for fear; -
but our Saviour, whaose lips dropped as the honey-
comb, begins with promises and b})essings : so sweet
and ravishing was the doctrine of this heavenly Or-
pheus, that like music, it was able to charm the
most savage natures, yea, to draw hearts of stone
to him. To begin, then, with this word, Blessed.

If there be any blessedness in knowledge, it must
needs be in the {nowledge of blessedness. For the
illustration of this, I shall lay down two aphorisms
or conclusions.

1, That there is a blessedness in reversion.

2, That the godly are in some sense already
. blessed ;. . _

1. That there is a blessedness in reversion: The
people of God meet with many knotty difficulties,
‘and sinking discouragements in the way of religion ;
their march is not only tedious, but dangerous, and
their hearts are ready to despond : It will not be
amiss therefore to set the crown of blessedness be-
fore them, to animate their courage, and to in-
flame their zeal. How many scriptures bring this
olive-branch in their mouth, . ¢ The tidings of bless-
edness’ to believers! Matt. xxiv. 46. ¢ Blessed is -
that servant whom his Lord when he cameth shall
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find so doing,” Matt. xxv. 34. ¢ Come ye blessed of
my Father.” Blessedness is the perfection of a ration-
al creature; it is the whetstone of a christian’s indus-
try the height of his ambition; the flower of his joy ;
blessedness is the desire of all men. Aquinas calls
it the wltfmus finis ; this is the white every man aims
to hit; to this centre all the lines are drawn.

Quest. Wherein doth blessedness consist ? .

Ans. Millions of men mistake both the nature of
blessedness, and the way thither : some of the learn-

«ed have set down two hundred cighty eight seve-

ral opinions about blessedness, and all have shot

- wide of the mark. I shall shew wherein it doth net

consist, and then wherein it doth consist,
SEcT. 1.

Wherein - blessedness doth not consist : it doth
not lie in the acquisition of worldly things; hap-

' piness cannot by any art of chemistry be extract-

ed here : Christ doth not say, Blessed are the rich,
or blessed are the noble; yet too many idolize

- these things : man by the fall hath not only lost his

<rown, but his head-piece. How ready is he to ter-

- -minate his happiness in extrinsicals? which makes

wme call to mind that definition which some of the
heathen pbhilosophers gave of blessedness ; that it
was to have a sufficiency of subsistence, and to
thrive well in the world: and are there not many
who go for Christians, that secem to be of this phi.
lasophical opinion ? If they have but worldly accom-
modations, they are ready to sing a requiem to their
souls, and say with that brutish fool in the gospel,

- *Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many

years, take thy ease;” Luke xii. 19. Alas, the tree
of blessedness doth not grow in an earthly paradise.
Hath not God cursed the ground for sin ? ‘Gen, iii.
17. yet many are digging for felicity here, as if
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they would fetch a blessing out of a curse; a man,
may as well think to extract oil out of a flint, or
fire out of water, as blessedness out of these terres-
trial things. o

King Solomon arrived at more than any man ; he:
was the most magnificent prince that ever held the
sceptre. 1. For his parentage; hesprangfrom the roy-
al line; not only that line of which many kings came,
" but of which Christ himself came. Jesus Christ was
of Solomon’s line and race ; so that for heraldry and
nobility none could shew a fairer coat of arms. <.
For the situation of his palace; it was in Hierusa~

lem, the princess and paragon of the earth. Hieru- -

salem, for its renown, was called the City of God ;
it was the most famous metropolis in the world,
¢ Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,”
Psal. exxii. 4. 8. For wealth ; his crown was hung

full of jewels ; he had treasures of gold and pearl,

and ¢ gave silver as stones,” 1 Kings x. 27. 4. For
worldly joy, he had the flower and quintessence of

all dehights ; sumptuous fare, stately edifices, vine- ,
yards, fish-ponds, all sorts of music to enchant and-

ravish the senses with joy : if there were any rarity,

it was a present for king Solomon’s court ; thus did

he bathe himself in the perfumed waters of pleasure.
5. For wisdom he was the oracle of his time ; when
the queen of Sheba came to pose him with hard
questions, he gave a solution to all her doubts: 1
Kings. x. 8. He had a key of knowledge to unlock
natures dark cabinet; so that if wisdom had been
lost, it was to be found here, and the whole world
might have lighted their understanding at Solomon’s
lamp. He was an earthly angel ; so that a carnal
eye, surveying his glory, would have been ready to
imagine that Solomon had entered into that paradise
out of which Adam was once driven, or that he had
found another as good ; never did the world cast a
more smiling aspect upon any man ; yet when he

&
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comes to give in his impartial verdict, he tells us
that the world hath Vanity written upon its front-
~ ispiece ; and all those golden delights he enjoyed,
were but a painted felicity, a glorious misery, Eccl.
ii. 8., ¢ And behold all was vanity.” Blessedness is
too noble and delicate a plant to dwell in nature’s
soil. '

‘That blessedness doth not lie in externals, I shall
prove by these five demonstrations. o

1. Those things which are not commensurate to
the desires of the soul, can never make a man bless-
ed ; but transitory things are not: commensurate to
- the desires of the soul ; therefore they cannot ren-
der him blessed; nothing on earth can satisfy, Eccl.
v. 10. ¢ He that loveth silver, shall not be satisfied
with silver}’ riches are unsatisfying. '

1. Because they are not real ; the world i ‘called
a fashion, ‘1 Cor. vii. 81. Riches are but tinned
over; they are like alchymy, which glisters a little
in our eyes, but at death all this alchymy will be
worn oft. Richesare but sugared lies, pleasant im-
postures; like a gilded cover which hath not one
leaf of true comtort bourd up in it.

_ 2. Because they are not suitable: the soul is a
spiritual thing, riches are of an earthly extract, and
~ how can these fill a spiritual substance? a man ma

~as well fill his chest with grace, as his heart wit
~ gold ; if a man were crowned with all the delights
of the world, nay, it' God should build him an house
among the stars, yet the restless eye of his unsatisfi-
ed mind would be looking still higher, he would be
prying beyond the heavens for some hiddeén rarities
which he thinks he hath not yet attained to ; so un-
quenchable is the thirst of the soul, till it come to
bathe in the river of life, and to centre upon true
blessedness. : : .

2. That which cannot quiet the heart in a storm,
cannot entitle a man to blessedness; but earthly
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thingraccamulated, camot rock the troubled: heart
quiet, therefore cannot make one blessed. If thaspirit
be wounded; can the creature pour.in wine and oit
intothese wounds ? If God sets on conscience, andit
flies.in a'man’s face; can worldly comferts take off
this angry fary ? Is there any. harp-to drive away the
evil spirit 2 outward things ean no more ctire the a-
gony of ‘canscience, than a silken stocking can cure
a gouty leg. When Saul was sore distressed, could
all the jewels-of his crown comfort him ?:if God be
angey, whose ¢ fury is poured out like fire, and the
rocks areithrown down by him,” Nahum i. 6. Can
a wedge:of gold be a screen:te keep off this fire?
Ezek. vii; 19; ¢ They shall cast their sitver in the
streets;; their silver and their gold:shall:not be able
to deliver them in the day of the wrath'of the Lord.’
King Belshazzar was carousing and ranting it ;. he
- trank: wine in. the golden vessels of the temple,’
-Dan. :v. S but when the fingers.of a man’s hand
appeared, ‘¢ his countenance wds changed,” ver. 6.
his wine goew..sour; his feast was .spoiled: with that
dish.which was-served in upon the wall. The things
of the world will'no more keeprout trouble of spi-
tit thawna jpaper sconce will keep out a bullet. - ‘
- -Qurlhat: which is but for.a season, cannot make
- onesllessed ; but all things under:the sun-are but
forsmeason,. therefore they cannot enrich with bless:
edness ~sublunary delightsare like: those. meats -
which we. say are a while in season, ang then pre-
sently grow stale, and are out of request: ¢ 'Tha
worldypamsath-away,’ :1 John~iiv17. Warldly. de-

i acaminged s they may-be compared vo #:flock
dairds . intheigarden, that stav-a dittherwhile, but
wiksgwapicome mear to them,: their flighe
sodisctigoge. 80 ¢ riches :mage tnemselses wings; -
they-fly :away asian eagle: towards heaven,’. Prov.
xxiii. 5. /They are like 2 meteor that blazeth, -but
spends:and gunihilates ; they'are like a castle made

. Vor. 1. F 17
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~ of suow, lying under the torrid beams of the su 2
Austin saith of himself, When any preferment smil-
ed upon him, he was afraid to accept of it, lest it

should or a sudden give him the slip.  Outward .

eamforts are as Plato saith, like tennis-balls, which
are bandied up and down from one toanother ; had
we the longest lease of worldly comforts it would
soon be reu out : Riches and honour are still fugi-.
tive, they pass’ away like a swift stream, or like &
ship that is going-full sail. .While they are with us,
they are geing away from us; they are like a posy
of flowers, which withers while you are smelling to
it; like ice, whiclr melts away while it is in your
hand. The world, saith Bernard, cries out, « I wilk

leave you and be gene;’” it takes its salute and

farewell together. ) ’
‘4. Those things which do more vex than com-
" fort, cannet make a man blessed : but such are al¥

things under the sun, therefose they cannot have

blessedness affixed to them : As riches are compare
ed to wind, Hos. xii. 1. to shew their vanity, so to
thorns, Matt. xiii. 17. to shew their vexation : thorns
are not more apt to tear our garmeats, than riches
-are to tear our hearts ; they are thorns in the gath.
ering, they prick with care; and as they pierce
the head with care of getting, so they wound the
' heart with fear of losing ; God will bave our sweet+
est wine rugr dregs, yea, and taste of a musty cask

too, that we may net.think this is the wine of pars

adise.

will make us cursed, cannot make us-b s but
the sole enjoyment of worldly things will make us
cursed ; therefore it is far from making.as blessed >

¢ Riches are kept for the hurt of the owmer,” Ecckh -

v. 13. Riches to: the wieked, are fuel for pride s
Ezek. xxviii. 5. ¢ Thy-heart is lifted up because .of

thy. riches;’ and fuel for last < Jer. v. 7. < Whenob

«

'5. Those things which (if 'we kave nothin e}sev))!'

~
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had fed them to the full, they then commuitted.a:
dultery.’ Riches are a snare: 1 Tim. vi. 9. ¢ But
they that. will be rich: fall into temptation, and a
-snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which
deowp 'men-in perdition” How many have pulled
‘dowa their soulsto build up an estate! a ship may
be so loaden with gold that it sinks ; many a man’s
gold hath sunk him to hell. -. The rich sinner seals
up money in his bag, and God geals up a curse with
it. Hab. ii, 6. ¢ Wo to him that ladeth himself with
thick clay,’ Austin saith, that Judasfor money sold
his sal thetr dam-
natien etched out
-of the esriny tney wna go v e crearure for blegd.

edness, go to the wrong box, -
” SBCT- 9, '

- i{Use 1. If blessedness doth net consist in extermals,
then let us not place our blessedness here; this ig
to seek the living among the dead ; as the angel
told Mary concerning. Christ; ¢ He is not here, he
is rigen,” Matt. xxviii. 6. So I may say of blessed-
ness. it is not-here, it is nisen, it #s. in ap higher
region : How do :men thirst after the world,. as if
the pearl of blessedness did hang npon an esrthly
crown ? O saith one; if I had but such an estate,
then I sheuld be happy!: had I but such a comfort.
then I should sit down satisfied? Well, God gives.
him that comfort, and lets him suck eut the very
juice and spirits of it’; but, alas, it falls short of his
‘expectation, it cannot £l the Aiaéys and longing
of his.soul, which still cries give, give, Prov. xxx.
15. Just like a sick man, if, saith he, I had but such-
a meat, I could eat it; and when he hath it, his
stomach is-bad, and he can hardly endure to taste
it ; - God hath put not only an emptiness, but bit-
terness into the creature, and it is good for us that
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there- is -no perfection here, that we may raise our
thoughts. higher, to more noble and generous de-
lights. . Could we distil, and draw out the quintes-
sence of the creature, we should say as once the
emperor Severns, who grew from a mean estate to
be head of the greatest empire in the world ; I bave,
saith he, - run through all canditiens, yet could.ne-
ver find full contentment. S

[ . L
- - SECT. 8..

.. Hse 2, To such as are cut short in their allow-
ance, whose cup doth net overflow, but their:tears ;-
. Be nbt too much troubled ; remember:these out-.
ward comforts cannot make you blessed ; you might
live rich and die cursed ; you might treasure up an
estate, and God might treasure up wrath : be nog
perplexed about those things; the want whereof can-
not -make ‘you miserable, nor the enjoyment make
‘you blegsed. - - " , -

. SEc'i'._ 4.

- Having shewn wherein blessedness doth not con--
sist, . I shall next shew wherein it doth consist.
Blessedness doth stand in the fruition of the chief:
good. 1. It consists in fruition; there muyst not be
anly possession, but fruition. ‘A man may possess an
astate yet not’enjoy it ; he may have the dominion
of-it, but not the comfort ; as when heis ina le--
- thargy, or under the predominancy of melancholy ;-
hut in true blessedness there must be a sensible en-
joymentof-that which the soul doth possess, 2. Bless-
edness lies in the fruition of the chief good ; it is
not every good makes a man blessed, but it must
be the supreme good, and that is God, Psal. cxliv.
15. ¢ Happy is that people whose God is the Lord.”
- God is quies anime, here the soul doth rest: Psal,

\
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- - cxvi. 7. Now that only in which the soul doth ac-
-+ quiesce sand rest, can make it blessed. The globe or
- eircle, as is observed in mathematics, is of all oth-

' -ers the most perfect figure, because the laét point
of the figure ends in that point where it began : So
‘when: the soul meets in God, whence it sprang, as
its first original, then it is completely blessed. That
which makes s man blessed, must Kave six qualifi-
cations or ingredients in it, and these are found no
where, but in God the chief good.

- 1. In true blessedness there must be meliority ;
4bay which fills with blessedness, must be such a
geod as is better than a man’s self. 1f you would
ennoble a pieceof gilyer, it must be by putting some-

.- thimg-to it which is better than silver, as by putting

.~ gold oz pearl to it : sothat which doth ennoble the

soul, enrich it with blessedness, must be by add-

. something to.it which is more excellent than

.. the soul, and that is God ; the world is below the

soul : it:is but the soul’s footstool ; therefore cannot
erown it with happiness,

- -ro i Another ingredient is delectability; that which

‘brings blessedness, must have a delicious taste in it,

:gueh -as the -soul is infinitely- ravished with ; there

. must be in it spirits of delight, and quintessence of
-0y and where can the soul suck those pure com-
«.¢:. fertewhich da amaze it with-wonder, and crown it
-+ with delight, but in God? The love of God is an
.« jusmey-comb, which drops such infinite sweetness
-+-qaid »satisfaction into the soul, ¢ as is unspeakable,
..-and .fall of glory,” 1 Pet: i. 8. A kiss from God’s
. mouth puts_the soul into a divine ecstasy, so that

. pow it cries out, ¢ It is good to be here.’
" 8. The third ingredient into blessedness, is plen-
ty; that which makes a man blessed must not be
#5400 scanty :.it is a full draught which quencheth the
~ soul’s- thirst ; and - where shall we find plenty but
i Deity ? Psal. xxxvi, 8. ¢ Thou shalt make him
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drink of the river of thy pleasures,” not dreps but -
rivers. 'The soul bathes itself, and is laid as it wexe
a steeping in the water of life ; the river of para-
dise overflows, and empties jts silver streamns inte
, the souls of the blessed. : : SR
4. In true blessedness there must be variety : plen-
ty without variety is apt to nauseate 3 in (zod there
i3 all fulness, Col i. 19. What can the soul want
but it may be had in the chief good? God is bonum
4n quo omnia dona ; he is a sun, a shield, a portion,
a fountain, a rock of stremgth, an horn. of*salva-
tion; in God there is a complication of all excel-
lencies; there are every moment fresh beauties and
delights springing from God. _ : L
5. To make wp blessedness there must be per-.
fection; the joy must be perfect, the. glory perfect,
_Heb. xii. 28. '« Spirits of just men made perfect.’
If there be the least defect, it destroys the nature
of blessedness as the least symptom of a disease
takes away the right temperature of the body. . ..
- 6. True blessedness must have eternity stamped
upon it. Blessedness is a fixed thing, it admits of .
no change or alteration, God saith of every child of
his, ¢1 %:we blessed him, and he shall be. blessed :*
As the sunshine of blessedness is without clouds, so
- it never sets. John x. 28, ¢ I give nnto them eter.
mal life.” 1 Thess. iv, 17, ¢ And so shall we ever be
with the Lord.” Eternity is the highest link of the
<hain of blessedness: Thus we have seen that this
diamond of blessedness is only to.be found.in the
Rock of ages. < Blessed are the people whoge God
1s the Lord.” ' o o

Secr. 5.
Use 1. If there is such a blessedness in reversion,

be convinced of the truth of this, set it dowm as
an article of your faith. . We live in times whereain
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syarty:aré grown atheists, they have “run through
all- opinions ; -and now of professors they are turn-
" ed epicures; they have drunk in so much of the
poison of ervor, that they are quite intoxicated, and
fallers asleep,  and begin to-dream there is no such
thing "as a state of blessedness after this life; and
this. opinion ‘is to them' above the Bible. When
men have the spirituat staggers, it sadly presagetir
they wiltdie.- © it is a dangerous thing to hesitate -
‘waver about fundamentals; like Pythagoras, .
~ who doubted whether there was 2 God or no! so, -
whether there be a blessedness orno. Doubting of
principles, is the next way to the denying of prin--
ciples. Let it be 2 maxim with every good Christ-
ian, There is a blessedness in reversion, ¢ there re-
mains & rest for the people of God,” Heb. iv. 9.
+dise-% Revolve this truth often in your mind;
there are many truths swim in the brain, which do
net: sink. into the ‘heart, and those do us no good =
Ghew-the-cud : Let a Christian think seriously with
himself, there is a blessedness feasible, and I am cap-
able of enjoying it, if I do not lay bars in the way,
and bloek vp my own happiness. Though within F
sée nothing but guilt, without nothing but curses ; |
yst:there is a blessedness to be had, and to be had
fow:me too in the use of means. o,
+sThe: serious meditation of this will be a forcib‘e'
argument: to make the sinner break off his sins by
repentance, and sweat hard till he find the golden
mine of blessedness ; I say, it would be the break-
neck of sin; how would @ man offer violence to
himself by mo?tification, and to heaven by suppli-
cation, that at last he may arrive at a state of bless--
edness.. 'What, is there a erown of blessedness to

Mﬁnmy head:? a crown hung with the jew-
elé of honour, delight; magnificence; a crown’
reached ont by God bimself'; and shall T by sin
hagard-this?-ean the ‘pleasures of sin countervail
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the loss of blessedness ? what more powerfal motive
to repentance than this. Sin will deceive me of - the
blessing | If a man knew certainly that a king wondd
settle all his crown.-revenues-on him- after such «
term of years would he:offend that regal-m?l';eﬂyé
and cause bim toreverse and alter his will ? - There
is a blessedness promised to alt that-live godly.: - 1
John ii. 25. ¢ This is the promise that he-hath pro
mised us, even eternal Jife.”. We are not excluded;
but may eome in. for a child’s.part ; now shall we .
+ by living in sin provoke God, and forfeit this bless:
edness! O what madness is this! welt may the a=
postle call them ¢ foolish and: hurtful lusts, 1 Tim.
vi. 0 because every lust doth what in it lies to cut
- off the entil of mercy, and block up the way.to
- happiness ; every sin may be compared to the flam-
ing sword, which keeps the heavenly paradise that
the sinner cannot enter. - : LT
Use 3: Let us so deport ourselves, -that. we may
express to others that we do believe a blessedness to
~come; and that is by seeking after an interest in
God ; for the beams of blessedness shine only from
his face ; it is our union with: God the chief good
that makes us blessed: Oh let ns never rest till
we can say, ‘ This God is our Ged for ever and
“ever,’ Psal, xlviii, 11. Most men think because
God hath blessed them with an estate therefore
they are blessed ; alas, God often gives these thin
in anger: he loads his enemtes with gold and sil-
~ver; as Plutarch reports of* Tarpeia a vestal nun,
who bargained with the enemy to betray the capi-
tol of Rome to them, in case she might have the:
. golden bracelets on their left hands, which they pro--
- mised ; and being entered into the .capitol, they
threw not only their bracelets, but their bucklers too
upon her, the weight whereof pressed her to death.
Ged often lets men have the golden bracelets, the.
‘weight whereof'sinks them to hell : Oh let us get our.
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eyes fixed, and our hearts united to God the su-
preme good? this is to pursue blessedness as in.a
chase. = o , .
. 2. Let: us proclaim to the warld that we do be-
lieve a blessedness to come, by living blessed lives;
walk: as becomes the heirs of blessedness ; a.bless-
ed crown and a cursed life will never agree. Many
tell us they are bound for heaven, -but they. steer
their course a quite contrary way; the devil 18 their
pilot, and they sail hell-ward ; as if a man should
say he" were going a voyage to the east, but sails
quite westward. The drunkard will tell you he
hopes for blessedness, but he sails another way ;-
thou must go weeping to heaven, not reeling. The
unclean person talks of blessedness, but he is fallen
- into that deep ditch, Prov. xxiii. 27. where he is
like sooner to find hell than heaven. A beast may
as well be made an angel, as an unclean person in
his leprosy enter into the paradise of God. The co-
vetous person, of whom it may be said, ¢ He is a
worm, and no man,” Psal. xxii. 6. he is ever creep~
ing in the earth, yet he would lay a.claim to bless-
edness ; but can earth ascend ? shall a lump of clay
be made a bright star in the firmament of glory ?
be assured they shall never be blessed, who bless
themselves in their sins; if, saith God, Deut. xxix.
19. the sinner ¢ bless himself, saying, I shall have
eace, though I walk in the imagination of mine
eart, to add drunkennes to thirst; the Lord will
not spare him, butthen the anger of the Lord, and
his jealousy shall smoke against that man, and the
Lord shall blot out his name from under heaven.’
A man can no more extract blessedness out of sin,
than he can suck health out of poison. O let uslead
blessed lives, ¢and so declare plainly that we seek
a country,” Heb. xi. 14." o S
. Use 4. To you that have any good hope, through -
grace, -that you have a title to blessedness, let me
say as the Levites did to the people, Nehem. ix. 5.
VoL, m. ¢ 17
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* Stand up and bless the Lord your God for ever
and ever” What infinite cause have you to be .
thankful that the lot of free-grace is fallen upon
you! Though you had forfeited all, yet God hath
provided an heaven of happiness, and he is carry-
m% you thither upon the sea of Christ’s blood, the
gale of his Spirit blowing your sails ; you are in a
better condition through C‘:hrist, than when you
had the robes of innocency upon you; God hath
raised you a step higher by your fall. How man'y :
hath God passed by, and looked upon you? ~mil-
lions there are who shall lie for ever under the bit-
ter vials of God’s curses, whereas he will bring yor
into his banqueting house, and pour out the flagons
of wine, ang feast you eternally with the delicacies
of heaven. O adore free-grace, triumph in this love
of God ; spend and be spent for the Lord ; dedi-
cate yourselves to him in a way of resignation, and
lay out yourselves for him im a way of gratulation ;
never think you can do enough for that God whe
will shortly set you ashore on the land of promise.-

CHAP. III.
Shewing that the godly are in some sense already
‘blessed. o

I Proceed now to the second aphorism or conclu-
sion, that the godly are in some sense already
“blessed. «Blessed are.” The saints are not only bless-
ed ‘when they are comprehensors, but while they are
viators. They are blessed before they are crown-
~ed. This seerns a paradox to flesh and blood ; what
reproached and maligned, yet Blessed}:A man that
looks upon the children of God with a carnal eye,
and sees how they are afflicted, and like the ship in
the gospel which was covered with waves, Matt.
viii. 24. would think they were far from blessed-
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mess. Saint Paul brings a catalogue of his sufferings
“# Cor. xi. 24, 25, 26. ¢ Thrice was I beaten with
‘rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shigwreck,f
&c. And those Christians of the first magnitude, of
whom the world was not worthy, ¢had trial of
cruel mockings and scourgings; they were sawn a-
sunder, they were slain with the sword,” Heb. xi.
$6, 37. What! and were all these during the time
of their. sufferings blessed? A carnal man would
‘think, -if this be to be blessed, God deliver him
from it. : 4 ' -
. But, however sense and reason would give their
wote, our Savieur Christ pronounceth the. godly
mas blessed, though a mourner, though a martyr,
ﬁblused. ‘Job on the dunghill was blessed Job.
:Be saints are blessed when they are cursed. Shimei
gid curse David, 2 Sam..xvi. 5. * He came forth
and cursed him;’ yet when he was cursed David,’
~he was blessed David. The saints though they are
‘bruised, yet they are blessed. Not only they shell
- be blessed, but they are so, Psal. cxix. 1. ¢ Blessed
are the undefiled,” Psal. iii. 8. ¢ Thy blessing is up-
on thy people.* ' v y
v Quest. How are the saints already blessed ?
-~ - Ans. 1, In that they are eariched with heavenly
~Plessings, Eph. i. 3. They are * partakers of the
- divine nature,” 2 Pet. i. 4. not by an incorpora-
4ion inte the- divine essence, but by a transforma-
tion into the divine likeness. This is blessedness be-
guh ; as the new-born babe is said to havelifein it as
-awell as he who is fully grewn: So the saints who
~#re partakers of the divine nature, have an inchoa-
*give blessedness, thoygh they have not arrived yet
=at perfection. Believers have ¢ the seed of God in
~.4hem,’ 1 John iii. 9. And this is a seed of blessed-
“mess. The flower of glory grows eut of the seed of
grace ; grace aud glory differ, not in kind, but de-
gree, theone is the root, the other the fruit; grace

4



52 DISCOURSES UPON CHRIST’S

is glory in the dawning; and glory grace in the
meridian ; and in this sense that assertion of Austin
is'true, grace is the first link of the chain of bless-
‘edness ; now he that hath the first link of the chain
in"his hand hath the whole chain. The saints have
the Spirit of God in them, 2 Tim. i. 14. ¢ The
Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us.’ How can the
blessed Spirit be in a man and he not blessed ? a
godly man’s heart is a paradise planted with the
choicest fruit, and God Eimself walks in the midst
of this paradise and must he not needs be blessed?
.+ 2 The saints are alreadyblessed, becausetheir sins
are not imputed to them. Psal. xxxii. 2. ¢ Blessed is
the man to whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity.’
God’s not imputing iniquity, signifies God’s mak.
ing of sin not to be ; it is as if the man had never
sinned ; the debt book is cancelled in Christ’s blood,
and if the debtor owe ever so much, yet if the cre-
- ditor eross the book, it is as if he had never owed
an{ thing. - Ged’s not imputing sin, is, that God
‘will never call for the debt ; or if it should be eall-
ed for, it shall be hid out of sight, Jer. . 20. ¢ In
those days the iniquity of Israel shall be sought fory
and there shall be none ; and the sins of Judah, and
they shall not be found.” Now such a man who hath
not sin imputed to him, is blessed ; -and the reason
is, because if sin be not imputed to a man, then the
curse i3 taken away ; and if the curse be taken a.
way then he must needs be blessed. -~ . .
- 8. The saints are already blessed, because they
" are m covenant with God. This is clear, by com-
paring two seriptures, Jer. xxxi. 83. ¢ I will be their
God," and Psal. cxliv. ¢ Happy is that people whose
God is the Lord :* This is the crowning blessing,
to have the Lord for eur God ; impossible it is te.
imagine that God should be our God, and we not
blessed. This sweet word, I will be yeur God,*
implias, .o o Saolon
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§. Fhe saints iare already-blessed, (because they
haveithe first:fruits of:blessedness here; we read of
‘the- ¢ earnest of'the Spirity; and: the seal,”:2 Cor.ii 2%,
and the first fruits, Rom. viii. 28. Heaven is alneas

dy begun ‘in 3 -believer,: Rom. xiv. 17.< The king
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. «dom of God is peace and joy in the holy. Ghest.”
This kingdom is in a believer’s heart, Luke xvii. 21.
‘The people of God have a prelibation, and taste of
blessedness here. As Israel tasted a bunch of grapes
‘before they were actually possessed of Canaan: so
the children of God have those secret incomes of
_the Spirit, those smiles of Christ’s face, those kisses
-of his lips, those love-tokens that are as bunchés of’
- grapes, and they think themselves ‘sometimeés in
heéaven. ¢ Paul was let down in a basket,” Acts ix.
.25, Oftentimés the Comforter is let down to the ~
.soul in an eordinance, and now the soul is in the
suburbs of Hierusalem above ; a Christian sees hea-
_-ven by faith, and tastes.it by joy, and what is this
‘but blessedness ? ' :

9. The saints mdy be said in this life to be bless-
ed, because all things tend to make them blessed.
Roin. viii. 28.. < All things work for good to them
that love God:*  We say to him that hath every
thing falling out for the best, You are an happy
man ; the saints are very happy, for all.things have
a tendeincy to theirgood: prosperity doth them good,
adversity doth them good, nay, sin turns to their
good ; every trip makes them more watchful ; their
maladies are their medicines; are not they happy
persons that have every wind blowing them to the
right port? ' ,

- 7. A saint may be said to be blesseéd, because part
of him is already blessed ; he is blessed in his head ;
Christ’s head is in glory ; Christ and believers make
one body mystical, their head is gotten into heaven.

- - Use 1. Inform. Branch 1, See the difference be-
tween a wicked manand a godly ; let a wicked man
have ever so many.comforts, still he is cursed ; let

~ a godly man have ever so many crosses, still heis

- blessed ; let a wicked man have the candle of - God

shining on him, Job xxix. 8. let his way bé so

. #meoth that he meets with no rubs; let him have
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- 49 he is heir to the estate : so, what though others

. may reproach thee for thy religion, as long as it
entails a blessing upon the¢ ? The same day thou

becomest godly, thou becomest blessed. '

|  CHAP. 1V.
MatT. v. 8. Blessed are the poor in Spiril.

HAVING spoken of the general notion of bless-

-edness, I come next to consider the subjects of
this ‘blessedness, and these our Saviour hath decy-

hered to be the Poor in Spirit, the mourners, &c.:
ut before I touch upon these, I shall alittle preface
or paraphrase upon this sermon of the Beatitudes.

"~ 1. Observe the divinity in this sermon, which
goes beyond all philosophy : the philosophers use to
say, one contrary expels another ; but here one con-
trary begets another ; poverty useth to expel riches ;
but here l[:overty begets riches ; for how rich are
they that have a kingdom ? mourning useth to ex-
pel joy; but behold here mourning ‘begets joy.
¢« They shall be comforted.” Water useth'to quench
the flame, but the water of tears kindles the flame

"of joy. Persecution useth to expel happiness, but
here it makes happy. ¢ Blessed are they that are per-
secuted.” These are the sacred paradoxes in our Sa-
viour’s sermon. o o ’

- 2. Observe how Christ’s doctrine aud the opi-
nion of carnal men differ. They think, ¢ Blessed are
the rich ;> the world would count him blessed ¢ who
could have Midas’ wish, that a!l he touched might
be turned into gold. But Christ saith, ¢ Blessed are
the poor in spirit.” The world thinks, blessed are

~ they on the pinnacle : but Christ pronounceth them
blessed who are in the valley ; Christ’s reckonings
and the world’s do not agree. o '

8. Observe the nature of true religion ; poverty
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leads the vam, a~ persecution brings up the rear.
Every" true saint; saith Luther, is heir to the cross.
Some there are who would be thought religious,
displaying Christ’s colours by a glorious profession ;
but to be poor in spirit; and persecuted, they can-
not .take down this bitter pill; they would wear
Christ’s jewels, but ‘wave his cross ; these are stran-
gers to religion. - S
-4, Obss#ve the certain connexion between grace
and its reward ; they who are poor in Spirit, shall
have the kingdom of God'; they are as sure to go
to heaven, as if they were in heaven already. Our
Saviour would encourage men to religion, by sweet-
ening commands with promises ; he ties duty and
reward together. As in the body, the veins carry
the blood, and the arteries the spirits; so one part
ol these verses carries duty, and the other part
carries reward. As that scholar of Apelles painted
Helens richly drawn in costly and glorious appa-
rel, hung all over with orient pearl; and precious
stones, - So our Lord Christ having set ‘down se-
veral-qualifications of a-Christian, * Poor in spirit,
pure in heart,” &c. draws these heavenly virtues in
their fair colours of blessedness, and sets the mag-
nificent crown -of reward upon them, that by this
orighcy, -he. might the more set forth their un-
paralleled beauty, and entice holy love. ’
. - 5« “Observe here the concatenation of the graces ;
« Poor in spirit, meek, merciful;! &c. where thére
is ane grace, -there is all. As they say of the cardi-
nal virtues, the virtues are chained together; o we
may say. of the graces of the Spirit, they are linked
and chained together ; he that hath poverty of 'spir-
it-iga; mourner ; he that is a mourner is meek ; he
that.saa meek is merciful, &c. The Spirit of God
plaats jn the heart an habit of all the graces; the
new creatuyre hath all-the parts and lineaments ;-as -
. B | .

1.y KOk, 1. H
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in the body there is a composition. of all the ele-
ments, and a mixture of all the humours. The gra-
ces of the Spirit are like a row of pearls, which hang
together upon the string of religion, and serve to
adorn Christ’s bride: This I note, to shew your a
difference between an hypocrite and a true child of
God : the hypocrite flatters himself with a:pretence
of grace: but in the mean time he hath not an ha.
bit of all the graces; he hath-not poverty of spirit,
nor purity of heart; whereas a child of God hath
- all the graces in his heart, at least radically, though'

not gradually. These things being premised, I come
in particular to those heavenly. dispositions’of soul
to which Christ hath affixed . blessedness: and the
first is, Poverty. of spirit. T :

¢ Blessed are the poor in spirit.”

Chrysostom and Theophylact are of -opinion that
this was the first Sermon that ever Christ made,
therefore it may challenge our best - attention.
* Blessed are thepoor in spirit.”. Qur Lord Christ
being to raise an high and stately fabric of blessed-
ness, lays the foundation of it low, in poverty of
spirit ; but all poverty is not blessed. I shall use
a foyrfold distinction. . = -

- 1. I distinguish between poor in estate, and poor
i spirit, there are the devil’s poor, poor and wick:
ed ; whose clothes are not more torn than their con-
science. There are some whose poverty is their sin ;
‘'who through improvidence or excess, have brought
themselves to want ; these may be poor in estate, -
but not poor in spirit. e

2. I distinguish between spiritually poor, -and
poor in spirit ; he who is without grace, - is spirito-
ally poor : but he is not poor in spirit ; he knows
" not his own beggary, Rev. iii. 17. ¢ Thou-knowest
not that thou art poor:* he is in the worst sense
poor, who hath no sense of - his povertys . - """
_ 8. I distinguish between poor-spirited, ‘and poor
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in spirit. They are said to be poor-spirited, who have
mean, base spirits, who act below themselves. 1. As
they are men; such are those misers, which, hav-
ing great estates, yet.can hardly afford themselves
bread ; who live sneakingly, and are ready to wish
their own throats cut, because they are forced to
gfgi!:d something in satisfying nature’s demands:
-his Solemon calls an evil under the sun, Eccl. vi, .
2..: There is an evil which I have seen under the
sun,; 2 man to whom God hath given riches, so
that he wants nothing for his soul of all that he de-
sireth, yet God giveth him not power to eat there-
of.’ - Religion makes no m: ; though it
teacheth prudence, yet not 2. Who act
below themselves as they are Unristians, while they
sinfally comply and prostitute themselves o the hu-
mours of others; a base kind of metal that will
- take qny stamp ; they will for a piece of silver part
with the jewel of a good conscience, ‘they will be of
_ the ; state-religion ; they will dance to the devil’s
pips, if their superior commands them : These ar
paos spirited; but not poor in spirit. -~ - '
: 4. I distingunish between poor in an evangelical
sense, and in a popish sense; the papists give a
wrong gloss upon £e text ; by poor in spirit they
upderstand those who, renouncing their estates, vow
a voluntary poverty, living retiredly in their mona-
steries = but Christ never meant these ; he doth not
pronounce them blessed who make themselves poor,
leaving their estates, and their callings, but such
as are evangelically poor. SR '
 -Well then, what are we to understand by poer in
spirit?. The Greek for poor isnot to be taken in a
strict sense for those who live upon alms? but ina
- more large sense, for those who are destitute as wel]
~ of inward as outward comfort: Poor in spirit then
gignifies those who are brought to the sense of their
sins, and seeing no goodness in themselves, despajr
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in themselves, and sue whelly to the merey of God
in Christ. Poverty of Spirit is a kind of self-annihi-~
lation ; such an expression I find in Calvin: The:
poor in Spirit, saith he, are they who seeing nothing
m themselves, fly to mercy for sanctuary ; such
an one was the Publican, Luke xviii. 18. ¢ God be
merciful to me a sinner;’ of this temper was saint
_ Paul, Phil. iii. 9. ¢ That I may be found in Christ,
not having mine own righteousness ;’ these are the
poor which are invited as guests'to wisdom’s ban-
quet, Prov. vii. 3, 4. Here several questions may
be.propounded. _ : R
Quest. 1. Why doth Christ here begin with pov-
erty of spirit? why is this put in the fore-front? I
answer, Christ doth it, to shew that poverty of spi-
rit is the very basis and foundation of all the other
graces that follow : You may as well expect fruit
to grow without a root, as the’other graces without
this; till 2 man be poor in spirit, he cannot mourn :
Poverty of spirit is like the fire:under the still, which
makes the water drop from the eyes ; when a man
sees his own defects and deformities, and looks up-
on himselfas undone, then he mourns after Christ ;
¢ The springs run.in the vallies,” Psal. civ. 10. When
the heart becomes a valley, and lies low by pover-
ty of spirit, naw the springs of holy mourning run
- there. -Till a man be poor in spirit, he ¢ cannot
hunger and thirst after righteousness ;* he must first
be sensible of want, before. he can hunger ; therefore
Christ hegins with paoverty of spirit, because this
ushers in all the rest. - S
.. %« The second question is, what is the difference
hetween poverty of spirit and humility ? Ans. These
are, so like, that they have been taken one for the
other. Chrysostom by poverty of spirit understands
humility ; yet I think there is some difference ; they
differ as the cause and the effect. Tertullian saith,
none are poar in spirit but the humble; he seems
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to make humility the cause of poverty of spirit: I
rather think poverty of spirit is the cause of hu-
, mility ; for when a man sees his want of Christ, and
how he lives on the alms of free graek, this makes:
him humble ; he that is sensible of his own vacuity
and indigence, with the violet, hangs down his head
in humility ; humility is the sweet spice that grows
from poverty of spirit. o
Quest.-3. What is the difference between poverty
of spirit and self denial ? ;I answer in some things
they agree, in some things they differ. In some
things they agree ; for the poor1n spirit is an abso-
lute self-denier ; he renounceth all opinion of him-
self; he acknowledgeth his dependance Christ on
and free grace ; but’in some things they differ ; the
self-denier parts with the world for Christ ; the poor
in spirit parts with himself for Christ ; 7. e. his own
righteousness ; the poor in spiritsees himself nothing
without Christ, the self-denier will leave himself no-
thing for Christ. And thus I have shewed what po-
verty of spirit is, The words thus opened, present
us with this truth. ' o . :
Doct. That Christians must be poor in spirit ; or
thus, poverty of spirit is the jewel which Christians
must wear. As the best creature was made out of
nothing, namely, light; so, when a man sees him-
self nothing, out of this nothing God makes a most.
beautiful creature: it is God’s usual method to
make a man poor in spirit, and then fill him with
the graces of the spirit ; as we deal with a watch,
we take it first in pieces, and then set all the wheels
and pins in order ; so the Lord doth first take a man
all in pieces, shews him his undone condition, and
then sets him in frame. v
The reasons are; ,
1. Till we are poor in spirit, we are not capable
of receiving grace ; he who is swelled with an opi-
nion of self-excellency and self-sufliciency, is not fit
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for Christ ; he is full already ; if the hand be full
of, pebbles, it cannot receive gold ; the glass is first
emptied before you pour in wine ; God deth first
empty a man of himself, before he pours in the pre-
cious wine of his grace ; none but the poor in spir-
it are within Christ’s commission, Isa, Ixi. 1. ¢ The
Spirit of the Lord God is upon me ; he hath sent
me to bind up the broken-hearted ;> that is, such
as are broken in the sense of their unworthiness. -
Reason 2. Till we are poor in spirit, Christis ne-
wver precious; before we see our own wants, we ne-
ver see Christ’s worth ; poverty of spirit is the sauce
which makes Christ relish sweet to the soul ; mercy
is most welcome to the poor in spirit; he who sees
bimself clad in filthy rags, Zech. iii. 4, 5. what will
he give for change of raiment, the righteousness of
Christ? what will he give to have the fair mitre of
salvation set upon his head ? when a man sees him-
self almost wounded to death, how precious will the
balm of Christ’s blood be to him? when he sees
himself deep in arrears with God, and is so far ffem
puying the debt, that he cannot sum up the debt,
how glad would he be of a surety ? The pearl of
price is only precious to the poor in spirit ; he that
wants bread, and is ready to starve, will have it
~whatever it cost ; he will lay his garment to pledge;
bread he must have or he is undoene: so to him
that is poor in spirit, that sees his-want of Christ,
how precious is a Saviour! Christ is Christ; and
grace is grace to him ; he will do any thing for the
bread of life ; therefore will God have the soul thus
qualified, to raise thie price of his market, to en-
bance the value and estimate of the Lord Jesus.
Reas. 8. 'Till we are poor in spirit, we cannot go
to heaven : ¢ Theirs is the kingdom of heaven ;’ this
«oth tune and prepare us for heaven : by natvre a
man -is big with self-confidence, and the gate of
Dicaven is so strait that he cannot enter: now po-
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verty of spirit doth.lessen the soul, it pares off its
superfluity, and now he is fit to enter in at the strait
gate. The great cable cannot go through the eya of’
the needle; but let it be untwisted, and made into
~small threads, and then it may: poverty of spirit
untwists the great cable, it makes a man little in
his own, eyes, and now an entrance shall be made
unto him, ¢ Richly into the everlasting kingdom.”
2 Pet. i. 11. - Throogh this temple of poverty we
must go into the temple of glory. v

Secrt. 1.

Use 1. 1t shews wherein a Christian’s riches doth
consist ; namely in poverty of spirit. Some think if’
they can fill . their bags with gold, then-they are
rich ; but they who are poor ia spirit are the rich
' men, they arerichin puverty : this poverty entitles
them to a kingdom. How poor are they that think
themselves rich ! how rich are they that see them- '
selves poor? I call it the jewel of poverty. ‘There
are some paradoxes in religion that the world.can-
. not understand ; for a man to become a fool that
he may be wise, 1 Cor. iii. 18. to save his life by
losing it, Mat. xvi. 25. and being poor, to be rich ;
reason laughs at-it; but, ¢blessed are the poor, for
theirs is the kingdom ;” then this poverty is to be
striven for more than all riches ; under these rags -
is hid cloth of gold; out of this carcase comes
honey. : '

f

SecT. 2.

Use. 2. If blessed are the poor in spirit, then by
the rule of contraries, cursed are the proud in spi-
rit,, Prov. xvi: 5. There is:a generation of men
who do commit idolatry with themselves ; no such
idol' as self. They admire their own parts, mora-
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lities, self-righteousness ; and upon this stock graft
the hope of their salvation. There are many are too
goad to go to heaven; they have commodities e-
nough of their own growth, and they scorn to live
upon the borrow, or be beholden to Christ. These
bladders the devil hath blown up with pride, -and
they are swelled in their own conceit ; but it is like
the swelling of a dropsy-man whose bigness is his
disease; thus it was with that proud justiciary, Luke
xviii. 11. ¢ The pharisee stood and prayed, God I
thank thee that I am not as other men are, extor-
tioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican ;
I fast twice in the week, I give tythes,” &c. Here
was a man setting up the top sail of pride; but the
publican who was poor in spirit, he stood afar off;
and would not lift up so much as his eyes unto hea-
ven, but smote upon his breast saying, ¢ God be
merciful to me a sinner " this man carried away the
garland; ¢TI tell you, saith Christ, this man went.
down to his house justified rather than the other.’
Saint Paul, before his conversion, thought himself
in a very good condition, ¢ Touching the law blame-
less,” Phil. iii. 6. He thought to have built a tower
of his own righteousness, the top whereof should
 have reached to heaven; but at last God shewed
‘him there was a crack in the foundation, and then
he gets into the rock of ages; Phil. iii. 9. ¢ That I
may be found in him;’ thereis not a -more danger-
ous precipice than self-righteousness ; this was La-
odicea’s temper. Rev. iii. 17. ¢ Because thou say-
est I am rich, and have need of nothing, and know-,
est not that thou art wretched and miserable,” &ec.
She thought 'she wanted nothing, when indeed she
had nothing. How many.doth this damin.! we see
some ships that have escaped the rocks, yet are cast
away upon. the sands: so some wha have.escaped
“the rocks of - gross sins, yet are ‘cast away upon the

sands of self-righteousness ; and how bard is it to.
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convince such men of their danger! they will not.
believe but they may be helped out of the dungeon
with these rotten rags, they cannot be persuaded
their case is so bad as others would make it. Christ
tells them they are blind, but they are like Seneca’s
maid, who was born blind, but she would not be-
lieve it, The house said she is dark, but I am not -
blind. Christ tells them they are naked, and offers
his white robes to cover them, but they are of a
different persuasion, and because they are blind,
they cannot see themselves naked ; how many have
perished by being their own saviours! O that this
might drive the proud sinner out of himself: a man
never comes to himself till he comes out of himself;
and no man can come out, till first Christ comes in.

Skcr. 3.

If poverty of spirit be so necessary, bow shall I
know that I am paor in spirit ? Ans. By the blessed
effects of this poverty ; which are, ,

1. He that is poor in spirit is weaned from him-
self. Psal. cxxxi. 2. ¢ My soul is even as a weaned
child ;’ it is hard for a man to be weaned from him-
self. 'The vine catcheth hold of every thing that is
near, to stay itself upon. There is some bough or
other a man would be catching hold to rest upon;
how hard is_it to be brought quite off himself! The
poor in spirit are divorced from themselves; they
see they must go to hell without Christ ; < My soul
is even as a weaned child.’ oo

2. He that is poor in spirit is a Christ-admirer; -
he hath high thoughts of Christ; he sees himself
naked and flies to Christ, that in his garments he
may obtain the blessing. He sees himself wounded;
~and as the wounded deer runs to the water, sohe
. thirsts for Christ’s blood, the water of life. Lord,
saith he, give me Christ or I die; consci¢nce: is

VoL. 11. S | - 18
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turned into a fiery serpent, and hath stung him ;
now, all the world Z)ra brazen serpent ; he sees him-
self in a state of death; and how precious is one
leaf of the tree of life, which is both for food and
medicine : The poor in spirit. sees all his riches lie
in Christ, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, &c.
In every exigence he flies to this magazine and
storehouse; he adores the all-fulness in Christ.
They say of the ail .in Rheims, ‘though they are
continually almost spending it, yet it never wastes.
And such is Christ’s bleod ; it can never be emp-
tied ; he that is poor in spirit hath recourse still to
" this fountain; he sets an high value and apprecia-
tion upon Christ; he hides himself in Christ’s
wounds ; he bathes himself in his blood, he wraps
himself in his robe ; he sees a spiritual dearth and
famine at home, but he makes out to Christ;
¢ Shew me the Lord, saith he, and it sufficeth.’

3. He that is poor in spirit, is ever complaining
of his spjritual estate ; thatlooks as it is with a poor
man, he is ever telling you his wants, he hath no-
thing to help himself with, he is ready to be starv-
ed; so it is with him that is poor in spirit; he is
ever complaining of his wants: I want a broken
heart, a thankful heart ; he makes himself the most
indigent creature ; though he dares not deny the
work of grace (which were a bearing false ‘witness
against the Spirit) yet he mourns he hath not more
grace. This is the difference between an hypocrite
pnd a child of God; the hypocrite is ever telling
what he hath; a child of God complains of what

,he wants ; the one is glad he is so good, the other
‘grieves he is so bad ; the poor in spirit goes ffom or-
dinance to ordinance for a supply of his wants, 'he
would fain have his stock increased. Try by this if
you are pear in spirit ;- while others complain they
want childten, they waat estates, do you complain
you want grace? this isa good sign ; “there is that
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maketh himself poor, yet hath great riches, Prov.
xiii. 17. Some beggars bave died rich ; the poor in

spirit, who have lain all their lives at the gate of -

mercy, and have lived upon the alms of free grace,
have died rich in faith, beirs to a kingdom. - .\
4. He that is poor in spirit, is lowly in bearts
rich men are commonly proud and mnmi{ll, but the
poor are submissive ; the poor in spirit rell them-
_ selvesin the dust, in the sense of their unworthiness;

¢ I abhor myself in dust,” Job xlii. 6, He who is

poor in spirit looks at another’s; excellencies, and

his own infirmities ; he denies not.only his sins, but
his.duties ; the more he hath, tlie more humble he
is, because he now sees himself a greater debtor-to
-God ; if he can do any duty, he acknowledgeth it
is Cbrist’s strength more than his own, Phil. iv. 13,
As the ship gets to the haven more by the benefit of
the wind, than the sail : so when a christian makes
any swift progress, it is more by the wind of God’s
Spirit, than the sail of his own endeavour ; the poor

-

in spirit, when he acts most like a saint, he confess- .

eth himself the chief of sinners ; he blusheth more
at the defect of his graces, than others do at the ex.
cess of their sins; he dares not say he hath Erayed
or wept; ke lives, yet not he, but Christ lives in

grace of God, 1 Cor. xv. 10. e
~ 5. He who is poor in spirit, is much in prayer;
he sees how short he is of the standard of haliness,
therefore begs for more grace; Lord, more faith,
. wmore .conformity to Christ: A poer man is éver
begging ; you may by this know one that is peot
in spirit, he is ever begging for a spiritual alms ; he
knocks at heaven’s gate; he sends up sighs; hé
ours out tears ; he will not away from the gate till
he have his dole; God loves a modest boldness in
prayer, such shall not be nonsuited.
6. The poor in spirit is content to take Christ

him, Gal. ii. 20.  He labours, yet not he, but the
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upon his own terms ; the pround sinner will article
and indent with Christ; he will have Christ and
his pleasure ; Christ and his covetousness ; but he
that is poor in spirit, sees himself lost without -
Christ, and he is willing to have him upon his own
terms, a prince as well as a Saviour, Phil. iii. 8.
¢ Jesusmy Lord.” A castle that hath been long be-
sieged, and is ready to be taken, will deliver up on
any terms to save their lives ; he whose heart hath
been a garrison for the devil, and hath held out
long in opposition against Christ, when once Ged
hath brought him to poverty of spirit, and he sees
himself damned without Christ, let God propound
what articles he will, he will readily subscribe to
them, Acts ix. 6. ¢ Lord, what wilt thou have me
to do?’ . He that is poer in spirit, will do any thing
that he may have Christ; he will behead his be-
loved sin; he will with Peter, cast himself upon
the water to come to Christ.

.7. He that is poor in spirit, is an exalter of free
grace, none so magnify mercy, as the poor in spi-
~rit; the poor are very thankful: When Paul had
tasted mercy, how thankfully doth he adore free
grace! 1 Tim. i. 14. ¢ The grace of our Lord was
exceeding abundant ;* it was super-exuberant; he
sets the crown of his salvation upon the head of
free grace; as a man that is condemned,’ and hath
a pardou sent him, how doth he proclaim the good-
ness and clemency of his prince ! so shint Paul dis-
plays free grace in its orient colours ; he interlines
all his epistles with free grace ; as a vessel that hath
been perfumed makes the wine taste of it : So Paul,
who was a vessel perfumed with mercy, makes all
his epistles to taste of this perfume of free grace 3
they who are poor in spirit, bless God for the leasg
crumb that falls from the table of free grace.
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+SECT. 4. *

- Use 4. Labour for poverty of spirit : Christ be-
gins with this, and we must begin here if ever we
be saved ; poverty of spirit is the foundation stone
on which God lays the superstructure of glory.
There are four things may persuade christians to
be poor in spirit. 1. This poverty is your riches ;
" you may have the world’s riches, and yet be poor ;
you cannot have this poverty, but you must be
rich; poverty of spirit_entitles you to all Christ’s
riches. 2. This poverty is vour nobility ; God looks
upon you as persons of honeur: he that is vile in
his own eyes, is precious in God’s eyes: the way
to rise is to fall : God esteems the valley highest.
3. Poverty of spirit doth sweetly quiet the soul:
when a man is brought off himself to rest on Christ,
what a blessed calm is in the heart! I am poor, but
¢ my God shall supply all my need,” Phil.iv. 19. I -
am unworthy, but Christ is worthy. I am indigent,
Christ is infinite. ¢ Lead me to the rock that is
higher than I,” Psal. Ixi. 2. A man is safe upon a
rock : when the soul goes out of itself, and centres
upon the rock Christ, now it is firmly settled upon
_its basis : this is the way to comfort; thou wilt be
¢ wounded in spirit,” till thou comest to be ¢ poor
in spirit.” 4. Poverty of spirit paves a causeway for
blessedness. ¢ Blessed are the poor in spirit.” Are
you poor in spirit? you are blessed persons, hap-
W for you ‘that ever you were born! If you ask,
herein doth this blessedness appear? Read the
next words, ¢ Theirs is the kingdom of heaven.*
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CHAP. V.

Shewing that the Poor in Spirit are enriched with a
. Kingdom. '

Marr. v. 8. Theirs is the kingdom of heaven. |

HERE is preferment for the saints, they shall be

advanced to a kingdom : there are some whe;
aspiring after earthly greatness, talk of a temporal
reign here ; but then God’s church on earth should
not be militant, but triumphant: but sure it is, the
saints shall reign in a glorious manner. ¢ Theirs is
the kingdom of heaven ;’ a kingdom is held the top
of all worldly felicity, and ¢ this honour have all the
saints :> So saith our Saviour, ¢ Theirs is the king-
dom of heaven.” All Christ’s subjects are kings: by
the kingdom of heaven is meant, that state of glory
which the saints shall enjoy when they shall reign
with God, and the angels for ever ; sin, hell, and
death being fully subdued. For the illustration of

this I shall shew first, wherein the saints in heaven
are like kings.

Sect. 1. ‘
Whereinthe Saints glorifiedmay becompared o Kingsf

Kings have their insignia or regalia, their ensigns
of royalty and majesty. -

‘1. Kings have their crowns: so the saints after
death have their crown-royal, Rev. ii. 10. ¢ Be thou
 faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of

life.” Believers are not only pardoned, but crown-
ed; the crown is an ensign of honour. A crown is
not for every one, it will not fit every head ; it is
only for kings and persons of renown to wear, Psal,
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xxi.-3.- The crown which the-poor in spirit shail
wear in heaven, is an honourable crown ; God him-
self installs them into their honour, and sets the
crown-royal upon their beads. And this crown the
saints shall wear, which is divinely orient and illus-
trious, and exceeds all others. - :

1. Tt is more pure. Other crowns, though they
may be made of pure gold, yet they are mixed met-
al, they have their troubles. A crown of gold can-
not be made without thorns; it hath so many vex-
ations belonging to it, that it is apt to make the
head ache: which made. Cyrus say, did men but
- know what cares he sustained under the imperial

crown, he thought they would not stoop to take it
- up. But the saint’s crown is made without crosses;

it is not mingled with care of keeping, or fear of
losing. What Solomon speaks in another sense, ¥
may say of the crown of glory, ¢it adds no sorrow
with it,” Prov. x. 22, This crown, like David’sharp,
drives away the evil spirit of sorrow and disquiet,
there can be no more grief in heaven, than there
is joy in hell. ' P

2. This crown of glory doth not draw envy to
it. David’s own som envied him, and sought to take
his crown from his head. A princely crown is of-
tentimes the mark for eyvy and ambition to shoot
at; but the crown the saints shall wear is free from
envy : one saint shall not envy another, because alt
are crowned ; and though one crown may be larg-
er than another, yet every one shall have as large a
crown as he is able to carry. . -

8. This is a never-fading crown.. Other crowns
quickly wear away, and tumble into the dust, Prov.
xxvii. 4. ¢ Doth the crown endure to all genera-
tions? Henry the sixth was honoured with the
crowns of two. kingdoms, France and England;
the first was lost through the faction of his nobles;
the other was twice plucked from his head. -The
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crown hath many heirs and successors. The crown
is a withering thing ; death is a worm that feeds in
it ; but the crown of glory is immarcessible, it fad-
eth not away, 1 Pet. v. 4. It is not like the rose
that loseth its gloss and verdancy ; this crown can-
not be made to wither, but like the flower we call
semper vivens, it keeps always fresh and splendent.
Eternity is a jewel of the saint’s crown. e

2. Kings have their robes. The robe is a gar-.
‘ment wherewith kings are arrayed. ¢ The king of
Israel and the king of Judah sat clothed in their
robes,” 2 Chron. xviii. 19. The robe was of scarlet
or velvet, lined with ermine, sometimes of a purple
colour, whence it was called purpura ; sometimes of
an azure brightness. Thus the saints shall have their
robes, Rev. vii. 9. ¢I beheld a great multitude

“which no man could number, of all nations and
kindreds, clothed in white robes.” The saints’ robes
signify their glory and splendour ; and white robes,
that is to denote their sanctity ; they have no sin to
taint or defile their robes ; in these robes they shall
shine as the angels. ,

- 8. Kings have their sceptres, in token of rule and
greatness : King Ahasuerus held out to Esther the
golden sceptre, Esth. v. 2. and the saints in glory
have their sceptre, and ¢ palms in their hand,” Rev. -
vii. It was a custom of great conquerors to have
palm-branches in their hand in token of victory :
so the saints, those kings, have palms, an emblem
of victory and triumph ; they are victors over sin
and hell, Rev. xii. 11. ¢ They overcame by the
blood of the Lamb.’ -

4. Kings have their thrones: when Casar re-
turned from conquering his enemies, there were
granted to him four triumphs in token of honour,
and there was set for him a chair of ivory in the se-
nate, and a throne in the theatre : thus the saints
in heaven returning from their victaries over sin,
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2 This kmgdom excels in the riches of it ; gold
... 50 muych irqn, a8 thas ki
“other riches ; ¢ the gates arg of peazl,’
¢ and the foundatxons of it are garmaned
, mecloua stones,” ver, 19. It is ¢B -for
ets to have pearl ; but were gates of pesr] gvel
d of before ? It is said ¢ kingsshal] t.htaw down

(Y and‘sqepners . Rav. i 1y, 1Qy-sa
their glory.an but.dust in cg
of it 3 this kingd: )eu_y itself’ )

u, and these riches are sucn as cannot be weig
the : balance y neither the heart of man.c
nor the tongue of angel express them,

o kmgdom exceeds in -the perfection
it ; other kingdoma ave defective 5 they have pet
WQVW within themselves, nor have they all coi

ties of their own growth ; but arg forced:
abroad, ‘to supply their wants et hox
did sead fos gold to Ophir. 3 Chre

Vill. 1D. tnere is no defect in the kmgdom
heaven, nere are all delights and rarities to be ha
Rev. xxi. 7. ¢« He that overcometh shall inherit .
thmgs Here is beauty, wisdom, glory, and mag-
nificence ; here is the tree of life in the midst of
this paradise;-all things are to be found here but-.
sin and sorrow, them%sence whereof adds to the
fulness of this kmgdom.

4 J& excels in BECUiLY 4 . o&hgr kingdams fear ei-
ther forelgn invasiong, or intestipg djvisions, - Spla- :-
mon’s kingdom was peaceable a while, but at last
he had an alaom given him by the epemy, 1. Kings
Xi. 4. But the kingdom of heaven is so im P
hle, that it fears no hostile a,ssaults or inron( egﬁp -

devils . rpfmxd to be locked up in chaigs. Jude vi: .
" The sajnts ia heaven shall no more need fear them, -
than a man fears that thief’s robbing whe is hanged
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up_in chains. . The gxes of this celestiad kingdom
¢.ard.noé shut at alt by day," Rev. xxi. 25, We shot
thee” gates of a city in s time of danger; but the

gates of that kingdom always stand open; to:shew
- that there is no fear of"the approach of an enemy ;
the kingdom hath gates for the magnificence of it ;
but the gates are not shut, because of the secure-
ness of it, , '

57 This kingdom excels in its stability ; other
kingdoms kave Vanity written. upon thém, they
cease, and are changed ; thowgh they may have an
head of gold, yet feet of clay, Hos. i. 4. ¢I will
coune the kingdom te tease.: Kidgdoms have their
dlimaeteric year: Whete:is the glory of Athens
the pomp of Froy 7 ‘What isbecome of the Assyri-
anz Grecian, Persian monarchy? those kingdoms'
arei dowiolished and kaid in the dust;-but the king-
doin bf heaven hath Eternity written apon it, it is
an everlasting kingdom; ‘2 ‘Pet. i. 11.- other king--
doms may: belasting; but not everlasting s the'apo-
stlelcalls it “a kingdom that cannot be shiken,” Heb.
xlis28:< It is fastened upbnia strong basis, the Oni.
nipotency: 6#(God, ' it runs parallel with ceertity :
Rews xxit, 53:-«They shall reign for éver and ever.’-
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Shewing that this Kingdon: skald be-cerlainly and in:
sevet . fallibly entailed upon the Saints, - e
A ALLATLY T S e e e ".;: S
I shall next clear the truth ofthis propesition,
that'the saints shall be possessed of this kingdom:
‘1. In: regard of Ged’s free grace. ‘ Luke ¥ii. 32. .
¢ It I¢ your Rether’s: good ‘pleasure to give youa
kingdem.*: It is-not any desert in us, but-free ‘grace .
in'God > The pupists say we ierit the kingdom ez -

condigho-; but'we disclaim the-title of merit ; heavs o

en is a donative, ;
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@, ‘Lliere«is.apriee paid! Jesus Christ hath shed.
* bhisblood for it ; all 4he: saints come ta the' kingdom

through blood; Christ’s hanging upon .the cross,,
was .to bring us to the crown ; .as the kingdom of
heaven is:a gift. in regard. of the Father, soitis a

purchase in regard of the Son. .

S sEemn4
LRSI SRR O R Y R ST SR ‘ L e S -
The several Coralaries  and Inferences drawn from

. . ... the Point... ‘

Use 1. Inform. Branck 1. It shews ns that religion.
is no unreasonable thing ; God dothnot cut usout
work, and give no.reward ; godliness inthrones us
in a kingdom.. When we hear of the doctrine of re-.
peatance, steeping our souls in brinish.tears for sin ; -
and the dogtrine ef mortification, ¢ pulling out the
right eye,? beheading the king.sin ; we are ready to °
think ‘st is hard to.take.down this bitter pill ; but
here is thdt in-the text may sweeten it; thereisa
kingdom: behind, and that. will make amends for

all; this glorious recompense“' doth as far exceed

our thoughts, as it doth surpass our deserts ; no man
can say without wrong to God that he is a hard ma-
stef. God gives double pay, he bestows a kingdom
upon those that fear him : Satan may disparage the
ways of God, like those spies that raised anill re-
port: of: the gaod land, Numb, xiil. 32, But will
Satan mend your wages if you serve him ? he gives
damnable pay ;: inetead. of .a kingdom, ¢ chains of
darkness,’ Jude;vn. T oot g.h.\ L.
-3, See herk themergy and, bounty of God, that
hath prepared: a kingdom for his.people ; it;is-a fa-
vour that we poor warms, and na men, should be
suffered to live'; ‘but that worms shguld ‘be made
kings, thisis divine bounty; it i3 mercy to pardon
us, but it is rich mercy to crown us: ¢ Behold,
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o disgracerui
1¢-end ; what
‘kingdom:; a
xiﬁ.5.' Rm-
e . hings where-
of 'yé are now ashamed ?* but religion brings to
honour : Prov. iv. 8. ‘it brings a man to a-throne,
aerown, ‘it ends in glory ; it is the sinners folly to
reproach ,a:saint; it is just as if Shimei had re.
proached David, when he was going to be made
king; if.isx1 -saint’s wisdom ‘to:contemn a reproach;
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say as David when he danced befose the ark. ¢ I
will yet be more vile,” 2 Sam. vi, 22. If to pray
and hear, and serve my God be vile,” *I will yet
be. more vile:’ this is my exeellency, my glory;.
I am: deoing now that. which will bring mie toa
kingdom : O think it no disgrace ta be a Christi. .
an. I speak it chiefly to.you: who are entering up- .
on the v::ﬁs‘of God ;. perhaps you may meet with .
such as will reproach and censure you ; bind their .
reproaches as .a crown about your head, -despise -
their censure. as much as their praise ;- remember, '
‘there is a kingdom entailed upon godliness. - Sin -
draws hell after it, grace draws a crown after it. -
.4+ See here that which may make the people of
God long for death; then they shall enter wpon
their kingdom. Indeed the wicked may fear death ; :
it will not lead them to a kingdom, but a prison ;
hell is the aisle where they must. lie rotting for ever
with the devil and his angels, To every Christless
person death is the king of terrors; but the godly
may long for death, it will prefer them to a king-
dom. When Scipio’s father bad told him of that
glory the soul should be invested with in a state of"
immortality ; Why then saith Scipio, do.l tarry~
thas long upoen the earth? why do I not hasten to :
die? Believers are not happy till death. When-
Creesus asked Solon who he thought happy? he.
told him one Tellus a man that was dead ; a Christ-
ian at death shall he completely installed into his
honour : the anointing. oil shall be poured on him, ..
and the crown-royal set upon his head. The Thra- -
cians. in their funerals. used music. . The heathens,"
as . Theocritus observes, had their funeral banquet,
because of that felicity which they supposed the:par- .
ties deceased were entered into ; the saints are new
heirs of the kingdom, James ii. 5. ' Doth net the -
heir desire to be crowned ? EE '
Truly there i3 enough to wean us, and make
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) ) . SEQT- 5. . ) : ‘o ‘ ’ .
Containing « Serating and Trial, whéther we belong
© o to this Kingdom.

Use @.- Trivl. But-how shall we know that this

us kingdom shall be settied upon us at death?

1. #f God hath set up his kingdom within us ; Luke

xwii. @1, < The kingdom of God is within you ;"
by the kingdem of God there is meant the king-
dom of grace in the heart. Grace may be compar-
‘ed to a kingdom, it swaysthe sceptre ; it gives otit
laws, there is the law of love; grace beats down

the devil’s garrisons, it brings the heart into a swéet -

subjection to Christ ; now is this kingdom of gtace
set up in thy heart? Dost thou rule over thy sins?
canst thou bind those kings in chains? art thou a
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Secr. 6.
A Sertous Exkortatién to Christians.

Use 3. Exhortation. And it hath a double aspect:
it Jooks, 1. towards the wicked. Is there a kingdom
to be had, akingdom so enamelled and bespangled
with glory? Oh then, do not by your folly make
yourselves incapable of this preferment; do not for
the satisfying a base lust forfeit a kingdom ; do not
drink away a kingdom ;. do not for the lap of plea-
sure lose the crown of life : if men, before they did
commit a sin, would but sit down and rationally
consider whether the present gain and sweetness in
sin would countervail the loss of a kingdom, I be-
lieve.it would put them into a cold sweat, and give
some check to their unbridled affections. Jacob
took Esau by the heel. Look not upon the smiling

" face of sin, but take it by the heel, look at the end
of it; it will deprive you of a kingdom ; and can’
any thing make amends for that loss? O is it not
madness to lose a kingdom for the unfruitful works
of darkness? How will the devil, at the last day,
reproach and laugh at men that they should be so
stupidly sottish, as for a rattle to forego a crown!
Like those Indians, who for pictures and glass beads
will part with their gold. Surely it will much con-
tribute to the vexation of the damned to think how
foolishly they missed of a kingdom.

2. The exhortation looks towards the godly ;
and it exhorts to two things. 1. Is there a kingdom
in reversion ? then let this be a motive to duty ; do
all the service you can for God while you live ;
¢ spend and be spent.” The reward is honourable ; .
the thoughts of a kingdom should add wings to
prayer, and fire to zeal; ¢ what honour and dig-
nity hath been done to Mordecai ?* saith king Aha-

VoL. 11 L 18
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suerus, Esther. vi. 3. Inquire what hath been done
for God ? what love hast thou shewed to his name ?
what zeal for his glory ; where is the head of that
Goliah lust thou hast slain for his sake? Methinks
we should sometimes go aside into our closets and
weep, to consider how little work we have done for

~ God: What a vast disproportion is there between

our service and our reward? what is all our weep-
ing and fasting, compared to a kingdom ? Oh im-
prove all your interest for God ; make seasons of
grace opportunities for service.

And that you may act more vigorously for God,
know, and be assured, the more work you do, the
more glory you shall have : every saint shall have a
kingdom ; but the more service any man doth for
God, the greater will be his kingdom : there are
degrees of glory, which I prove thus: :

1. Because there are degrees of torment in hell,
Luke xx. 47. ¢ They shall receive greater damna- .
tion.” They who do make religion a cloak for their
sin, shall have an hotter place in hell : now, if there
be degrees of torment in hell, then, by the rule of
contraries, there are degrees of glory in the king- -
dom of heaven. 4 '

2. Seeing God in his free grace rewards men ac-
oording to their works, therefore the more service
they do, the greater shall their.reward be, Rev.
xxii. 12. ¢ Behold I come quickly, and my reward
i8 with me, to give every man according as his
works shall be.” He that hath done more, shall re-
ceive more ; he whose pound gained ten, was made
ruler over ten cities, Luke xix. 16. This may very
much excite to eminency in religion ; the more the
Jamp of your grace shines, the more you shall shine
in the heavenly orb : Would you have your crown
brighter, your kingdom larger, your palm-branches
more flourishing ? be Christians of degrees ; do much
work in a little time: while you are laying out,
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God is laying up ; the more glory you bring to God,
the more glory I;'ou shall hage ﬁyo?n Godf‘g

2. Walk worthy of this kingdom, 1 Thess. ii. 12.
¢ That ye would walk worthyof God whohath called
you to his kingdom.” Live as kings, let the majesty
- of holiness appear in your faces: those who looked
on Stephen, ¢saw his face as it had been the face
of an angel,” Acts vi. 15. a kind of angelie bright-
_ness was seen in his visage: when we shine in zeal,
‘humility, gravity, this deth beautify and henour us
. in the eyes of eothers, and make us look as those
-wha are heirs apparent to a crown.

SecT. 7.

Use 4. Consolation. Here is comfort to the people
of God in case of poverty : God hath provided them
a kingdom. ¢ Theirs is the kingdom of heaven:’ A
child of God is oft solow in the world, that he hath
not a foot of land to inherit ; he is poor in purse,
and poor in spirit; but here is a fountain of conso-
lation opened ; the poorest saint who hath lost all
his golden fleece, is heir to a kingdom ; a kingdom
which excels all the kingdoms and principalities of
the world, more than pearl or diamond doth excel
brass; it is peerless and endless. The hope of a
kingdom, saith Basil, should carry a Christian with’
courage and cheerfulness through all his afflictions;
and it 1s a saying of Luther, The sea of God’s mer-
cy overflowing in spiritual blessings, should drown
all the sufferings of this life. What though thou
goest now in, rags ? thou shalt have thy white robes?
what though thou art fed as Daniel with pulse, and
hast coarser fare? thou shalt feast it when thou com- -
est into the kingdom ; here thou drinkest the wat-
er of tears, but shortly thou shalt drink the wine of
Paradise; be comforted with the thoughts of a
kingdom, |
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CHAP. VL.
Marr. v. 4. Blessed are they that mourn.

HERE are eight steps leading to true blessedness;
they may be compared to Jacob’s ladder, the
top whereof reached to heaveén; we have already
gone over one step, and now let us proceed to the
second: . ¢ Blessed are they that mourn.” We must
go through the valley of tears to paradise. Mourn-
ing were a sad and unpleasant subject to treat on,
were it not that it hath blessedness goingbefore, and
comfort coming after: mourning is put here for
repentance ; it implies both Sorrow, which is the
cloud; and Tears, which are the rain distilling in
this golden shower, God comes down to us. The
words fall into two parts. 1. An assertion, that
mourners are blesssed persons. 2. A reason, because
they shall be comforted. I begin with the first, the
Assertion, mourners are blessed persons. Luke vi.
. 21, ¢ Blessed are ye that weep now.” Though the
~ saints’ tears are bitter tears, yet they are blessed
tears. : :
Quest. But will all mourning entitle a- man to
blessedness ?

Ans. No; There is a twofold mourning which is
far from making one blessed. '

There is 1. A carnal mourning. 1. A diaboli-
cal mourning. ‘

1. There is a carnal mourning, when we lament
‘outward losses, Matt. ii. 18. ¢ In Rama was ghere
. a voice heard, lamentation and weeping, and great
mourning ; "Rachel weeping for her children,” &c.
There are abundance of these tears shed ; we have
_ many can weep over a dead child, that cannot mourn

over a crucified Saviour: worldly sorrows hasten
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our funerals, 2 Cor. vii. 10. ¢ The sorrow of the
world worketh death.’

9. There is a diabolical mourning, and that is
twofold :

1. When a man mourns that he cannot satisfy
his impure lust ; this is like the devil, whose great
torture is, that he can be no more wicked : thus
Amnon mourned, and was sick, till he had defiled
his sister Tamar,’ 2 Sam. xiii. 2. Thus Ahab
mourned for Naboth’s vineyard, 1 Kings xxi. 4.
¢« He laid him down upon his bed, and turned awaf'
his face, and would eat no bread ;* this was a devil-
ish mourning. :

2. When men are sorry for the good that they
‘have done : Pharaoh grieved that he had let the chil-
. dren of Israel go, Exod. xiv. 5. Many are so devil-
ish, that they are troubled they have prayed so
much, and have heard so many sermons; they re-
pent of their repentance : but if we repent of the .
good which is past, God will not repent of the evil
which is to come. '

_ Secr. 1.
Shewing the Object qf holy Mourning.

To illustrate this point of holy mourning, I shall
shew you what is the adequate object of it. There
are two objects of spiritual mourning, sin and mi-
sery. .

{. Sin, and that twofold ; 1. Our own sin. 2.
The sin of others. ™"

1. Our own sin ; sin must have tears :° while we
carry the fire of sin about us, we must carry the
water of tears to quench it: Ezek. vii. 16.° They
are not blessed, saith Chrysostom, who mourn for
the dead, but who mourn for sin ; and indeed good
reason we mourn for sin, if we consider, 1. The

4 .
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guilt of sin, which binds over to wrath: will not .
a guilty person weep, who is to be bound over to
the sessions ? every sinner is to be tried for his life,
and is sure tQ be cast if mercy doth not become
an advocate for him. 2, The pollution of sin; sin is
a plague spot, and wilt thou not labour to wash a-
way this spot with thy tears? sin makes a man worse
than a toad or a serpent ; the serpent hath nothing
but what God hath put into it, poison is medicin-
able ; but the sinner hath that which the devil hath
put into him. Acts v. 3, ¢ Why hath Satan filled
thineheart tolietothe Holy Ghost ?* What a strange
metamorphosis hath sin made! the soul which was
once of an azure brightness, sin hath made of a
sable colour ; we have in our hearts the seed of the
unpardonable sin; we have the seeds of all those
sins for which the damned are now tormented ; and
shall we not mourn? he that mourns not, sure hath
lost the use of his teason; but every mourning for
sin, is not sufficient to entitle a man to blessedness.
I shall shew :

1. What is not the right gospel-mourning for sin.

2. What is the right gospel-mourning for sin.

Secrt. 2.

1. What is not the right gospel-mourning for
sin; there is a five-fold mourning which is false and
spurious. : ; .

1. A despairing kind of mourning ; such was Ju-
das’ mourning ; he saw his sin, he was sorry, he.
made confession, he justifies Christ, he makes re-
stitution : Matt. xxvil. Judas who is in hell, did
‘more than many now a days; he confessed his sin;
he did not plead necessity, or good intentions; but
makesan open acknowledgment of his sin, 1 havesin-
ned; Judas made restitution; his conscience told him
‘he came wickedly by the money ; it was the price of
blood, and he ¢brought again the thirty pieces of
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silver to the high priests.” Matt. xxvii. 8. But how
manyare there who invade the rights and possessions
of others, but not a word of restitution ! Judas was
honester than they are; well, wherein was Judas’
sorrow blame-worthy? It was a mourning joined
with despair ; he thought his wound broader than
the plaster ; he drowned himself in tears; his was
not a repentance unto life, Acts xi. 8. but rather
unto death.

2. An hypocritical mourning ; the heart is very
deceitful, it can betray as well by a tear, as by a
kiss: Saul looks like a mourner, and as he was
sometimes among the prthets, 1 Sam. x. 12. so
he seemed to be among the penitents, 1 Sam. xv.
25. ¢ And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned,
for I have transgressed the commandment of the
Lord.” Saul did play the hypocrite in his mourn-
ing ; for, 1. He did not take shame to himself, but
he did rather take honour to himself, verse 30.
< Honour me before the elders of the people.’ 2.
He did pare and mince his sin that it might appear
lesser ; he laid his sin upon the people; verse 24.
¢ Because I feared the people ;* they would have me
fly upon the spoil, and I durst do no other ; a true
mourner labours to draw out sin in its bloody co-
lours, and accent it with all its killing aggrava-
tions, that he may be deeply humbled before the
Lord, Ezra ix. 6. ¢ Our iniquities are increased
over our head, and our trespasses are grown up un-
to heaven.” The true penitent labours to make the
worst of his sin ; Saul labours to make the best of
sin ; like a patient that makes the best of his dis-
ease, lest the physician should prescribe him too
sharp physic. How easy is it for a man to put a
cheat upon his soul, and by hypocrisy to weep
himself into hell.

3. A forced mourning ; when tears are pumped
out by God’s judgments ; these are like the tears
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of a man that hath the stone, or that lies upon the
‘rack. Such was Cain’s mourning, Gen, iv. 13.
¢« My punishment is greater than I can bear ;’ his
punishment troubled him more than his sin; to
mourn only for fear of hell, is like a thief that
weeps for the penalty, rather than the offence ; the
tears of the wicked are forced by the fire of afflic.
tion.

4. An extrinsical mourning ; when sorrow lies
only in the outside, ¢they disfigure their faces,’

Matt. vi. 16. The eye is tender, but the heart hard.
Such was Ahab’s mourning, 1 Kings xxi. 27. ¢ He
“rent his clothes, and put sackcloth on his flesh,
and went softly. His clothes were rent, but his
heart was not rent; he bad sackcloth, but no sor-
row: he did hang down his head like a bulrush,
but his heart was like an adamant. There are ma-
ny may be compared to weeping marbles, they are
both watery and flinty.

5. A vain fruitless mourning ; some will shed a
few tears, but are as bad as ever ; they will cozen,
and be unclean ; such a kind of mourning there is
in hell ; the damned weep, but they blaspheme.

SkcT. 3.

8. What is the right gospel-mourning ?

Ans. That mourning which will entitle a man to
blessedness, hath these qualifications. . o

1. It is spontaneous and free ; it must come as
water out of a spring, not as fire out of a flint.
Tears for sin must be like myrrh which drops from.
the tree freely without cutting or forcing. Mary
Magdalen’s repentance was voluntary, ¢ she stood
weeping,” Luke vii. She came to Christ with oint-
ment in her hand, with love in her heart, with tears
in her eyes ; God is for a free-will offering, he loves
not to be put to distrain,
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2. Gospel mourning is spiritual ; that is, when
we_moyrn for sin more than-suffering. -Pharaoh.
said, ¢ take away the plague,” he never thought of
the plague of his heart. A sinner mourns because:
judgment follows at the heel of sins but David cries.
out, * My sin is ever before me,” Psal. li. God had
threatened that the sword should ride in circuit in-
his family 5 but David doth not say, the sword is
ever before me, but my sin is ever before me ; the
offence against God troubled him ; he grieved more:
for the treason than the bloody axe ; thus the peni-
tent prodigal, Luke xv. 21. ¢ I have sinned against:
heaven, and before thee:’ he doth not say, I.am
almost starved among the husks, but I have offended
my father. In particular, our mourning for sin, if
it be spiritual, must be under this threefold notion.

1. We must mourn for sin as it is an act of hos-:
tility and enmity. Sin doth not only. make us un-,
like God, but contrary to God, Lev. xxvi. 40. ¢and
that they have walked contrary unto me.” Sin-doth:
affront and resist the Holy Ghost, Actsvii. 51. ‘Sin
is contrary to God’s nature: God is holy; sin.is
an impure thing ; sin is contrary to his will 5 if God
be of one mind, sin is of another; sin doth all it
can to spite God. The Hebrew word for sin signi-:
fies rebellion: ‘a. sinner doth rebel ; now when we
mourn for sin, as it is a walkipg antipodes to heav-;
en, this isa gospel mourning ; nature will not bear:
contraries, Lo o PR

2. We must mourn for sin as it is a piece of the
highest ingratitude; it is a kicking against the
breasts of mercy. God sends his Son to redeem us,:
his Spirit to comfort us; we sin against the blood:
of Christ, the grace of the Spirit, and shall we not. -
mourn? We complain of the unkindness of others;:
and shall we not lay to heart our own unkindness
against God ? Ceesar took it unkindly that his son,
Brutus shogld stab him, ¢ and. thou my son?’ May.

‘Vor. 1I. M 18
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not the Lord say to us, ¢ these wounds T have re-

ceived in the house of my friends!” Zech. xiii. 6. -
Israel took their jewels and ear-rings, and made =
gotden calf of them ; the sinner takes the jewels

of God’s mercies, and makes use of them to sin ;

ingratitude dies a sin in grain, hence they are’ call-

ed crimson sins, Tsa. i. 18. Sins against gospel loves

are worse in'some sense than the sins of the devils,

for they never had an offer of grace tendered to

them. Now, when we mourn for sin as it hath its
accent.of ‘ingratitude upon it, this is an evangelicak

mourning. : : -

8. We must mourn for sin as it i3 a privation ;
it keeps good things from us, it hinders our com-
munion with God. Mary wept for Christ’s absence,.
Jolm xx. 18. ¢they have taken away my Lord.”
‘So, our sins have taken away our Lord ; they have
. deprived us of his sweet presence. Will not he
grieve who hath lost arich jewel ? when we mourn
for gin  under this notion, as it makes the Sun of
Righteousness withdraw from our horizon : when
we mourn not so much that peace is gone, and
trading is- gone, but God is gone: Cant. v. 6
¢ My beloved had withdrawn himself;> ‘this is an
holy mourning ; the mourning for the loss of Ged’s
favour, is the best way to regain hig favour. If
thou hast lest a friend, all thy weeping will not
feteh -him again : but if thou hast lost Ged’s pre-
sence, thy mourning will bring thy God again.

3. Gospel mourning sends the soul to Ged.
When the prodigal son répented, he went to his
father, Luke xv. 18. ¢ 1 will arise-and go unto my-
father.” Jacob wept and prayed, Hos. xii. 3. The
people of ¢ Israel wept and offered sacrifice,’ Judg.
1i. 5. Gospel mourning puts a man upon duty ; the
reason is, because in true sorrow there'isa mixture: -
of hope, and hope puts the soul upon the use of
means : that mourning Wwhich, like the' flaming

i
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sword, keeps the seul from approaching: to-God,
‘and beats it off from duty, is a sinful mourming ;
it is a sorrow hatched in hell ; such wa$ Saul’s grief,
-which drove him to the witelr of Endor; 1 Sam,
xxviii. 7. Evangelical siourning is'a spur-to pray-
-er the child who weeps for offending fiis father,
.gees into hiis presenice, and will mot leawe tillhis fa-
‘ther be reconciled to him. Absalom could mot be
«qquiet till ¢ he had seen the king’s face,” 2 Sam. xiv.
82,88,
~ 4. Gospel mourning is for sin in partdeular ; it is
with a true penitent as it is with a wowtded man ;
he comes to the surgéon, and shews him alt his
wounds ; Hered was cut with the sword, here I was
shot with a bullet : 30 a true penitentbéwails all his
particular sins : Judg. x. 10. ¢ We have served Baal-
im ;> they mourned for their idelatry; and David
lays his finger upon the sore, and points out that
very sin that troubled him: Psal. li. 4. I have done
this evil ;> he means his blood-guiltiness : a wicked .
man will say he is a sinner; but a.child of God
saith, I have dene this evil, Peter wept for that par-
ticular sin of denying Christ? Clemens Alexandri-
nus saith, he neverheard a cock crow, but he fell a
weeping :-there must be a-particular repentanoe be-
" fore we have a general pardan. - ' ‘
5. Gospel tears must drop from the eye of faith,
Mark ix. 24. ¢ The father of theé child cried out
with tears, Lord, I believe:’ our disease must make
s mourn ; but when we look up té our physician,
who hath made a plaster of his own blood, we must
not mourn without hope ; ‘believing tears are pre-
cious ; when the clouds of sorrow have overcast the
soul, some sunshine of faith must break farth ; the
soul will be swallowed up of serrow, it will be
drowned in tears, if faith be not the bladder to keep
it up from sinking; theugh our tears drop tothe
earth, our faith must reachheaven ; after the great-
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.est rain, faith must appear as the rainbow in the
:cloud ; the tears of faith are bottled as precious
.wine, Psal. lvi. 8. : , :
6. Gospel mourning.is mixed with self-loathing ;
the sinner doth admire himself, the penitent doth
Joathe himself, Ezek. xx, 42. ¢ Ye shall loathe your-
selves'in your own sight for all your evils." A true
penitentiary is troubled not only for the shameful
.consequence of sin, but the loathsome nature of sin ;
not only the sting of sin, but the deformed face :
how did the leper loathe himself? Lev. xiii. 45. The
Hebréw doctors say, the leper, pronounced un-
clean, was to put a covering on his upper lip, both
-as ‘a mourner, and in token of shame. The true
.mourner cries out, O these impure eyes, this heart
which is ‘a conclave of wicked::ess? he not only
leaves sin, but loathes sin ; he that is fallen in the
dirt, loathes himself, Hos. xiv. 1. ‘ ‘
- 7. Gospél mourning must be purifying ; our tears
must make us more holy ; we must so weep for sin,
as to weep out.sin ; our tears must drown our sins;’
we must not only mourn, but turn, Joel ii. 12.
¢ Turn to me with weeping:* What is it to have a
svatery eye and a whorish heart? it i$ foolish to say
it is day, when the airis full of darkness: so to say
thou repentest, when thou drawest dark shadows in
thy life. It is an excellent saying of St. Austin, He
doth truly bewail the sins he hath committed, who
néver commits the sins he hath bewailed. True
mourning is like the water of jealousy, Numb. v.
“12. it makes the thigh of'sin to rot, Psal.lxxiv. 14.
¢ Thou breakest the heads of the dragons in the wa-
ters.” The heads of oursius, these dragons are bro-
ken in the waters of true repentance ; true tears are
cleansing ; they are like a flood, that carries away
all the rubbish of our sins with it ; the waters of*
holy mourning are like the river Jordan, wherein
Naaman washed, and was cleansed of his leprosy,
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It is reported there is a river in Sicilia, where, if
the blackest sheep are bathed, they become white;

80, though our sins be as scarlet, yet by washing
in this river of repentance, they become white as

* snow : naturalists say of the serpent, before it goes
to drink, it vomits out its poison ; in this be wise as
serpents ; before thou thinkest to drink down the
sweet cordials of the promises, cast up the poison
that lies in your heart; do not only mourn for sin,
but break from sin.

- 8. Gospel mourning must be joined with hatred
of sin, 2 Cor. vii. 11. What indignation ? We must
not only abstain from sin, but abti\or sin ; thedove
hates the least feather of the hawk; a true mourn-

.er hates the least motion tosin ; a true mourner is
a sin-hater: Amnon hated Tamar more than ever
he loved her, 2 Sam. xiii. 5. To be a sin-hater im-
plies two things. 1. To look upon sin as the most -
deadly evil, a complicated evil ; it looks more ghast-
ly than death or hell. 2. To be implacably incens-
ed against it; a sin-hater will admit of any terms
of peace ; the war between him 2nd sin, is like the
war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam : 1 Kings
xiv. 20. ¢ There was war between Rehoboam and
Jeroboam all their days:* ‘Anger may be reconcil-
ed, hatred cannotj true mourning begins in the -
love of God, and ends in the hatred of sin.

9. Gospel mourning in some cases is joined with
restitution ; it is as well a sin to violate the name,
as the chastity of another ; if' we have eclipsed the
good name of others, we are bound to ask them
forgiveness; if we have wronged them in their
estate, by unjust, fraudulent dealings, we must make
them some compensation. Thus Zaccheus, Luke
xix. 8. ¢If 1 have taken any thing from any man
by false accusation, I restore him fourfold, ac-
cording to that law, Exod. xxii. 1. Saint James bids
us not only look to the heart, but the hand, James








