FORGIVENESS OF SiN, 383

Nothing more hinders us in our working than un-
belief. Sure saith a christian, 1 may toil all day for
salvation -and catch nothing. ‘What! is there ¢ no
- balm in Gilead?” 1Is there no mercy-seat? O,
sprinkle faith in every duty, look up to free grace,
~ fix your eye upon the blood of Christ; would you
be saved? to your working join believing. .

~ THE
GODLY MAN’S PICTURE,
DRAWN WITH A

SCRIPTURE-PENCIL. .

S —

!  PsawM xxxii. 6. For this shall every one that is godly )
pray unto thee. '

B ———
CHAP. 1.

Containing the Preface, orwIntroduction.

JHOLY David, in the front of this psalm, shews
us wherein true happiness consists; not_in

* beauty, honour, riches, (the world’s trinity) but in
the forgiveness of sin. Ver. 1. ¢ Blessed is he whose
transgression is forgiven.” The Hebrew word to for-
give, signifies to carry out of sight; which well a-

rees with that, Jer. 1. 20. ¢ In those days, saith the

%ord, the sins of Judah shall be sought for, and they -
shall not be found.” This is an incomprehensible
blessing, and such as lays a foundation for all other
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mercies. I'shall but glance at it, and lay down these’
five assertions about it. | '

1. Forgiveness is an act of God’s free grace. The
Greek word to forgive deciphers: the original of
pardon ;- it ariseth not from any thing inherent in
us, but is the pure result of free grace, Isa. xliii. 25.
¢I,-even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgres-
sions for mine own sake.” When a creditor for-
gives-a-debtor, he doth it freely. Pardon of sin is-
a fine thread, spum out of the Bowels of free grace.
Paul cties out, ¢ I obtained mercy,” 1 Tim. 1. 18,
The Greek signifies, ¢ I was be.mercied;” he who
is pardoned, is all bestrewed with- mercy. When
the Lord pardons a sinner, he doth-not pay a debt, -
but give a legacy. \

2. God'in forgiving sin, remits the guilt and pe-
nalty. Guilt cnies for justice; no sooner had Adam
eaten the apple;: but he saw the flaming sword, and
heard the curse; but in remission God doth indulge
the sinner; he seems to say thus to him, Though
thou art fallen into the handeof my justice, and de-
servest to die, yet I will absolvethee, and whatever
is-charged upon thee, shall be discharged:.

8. Forgiveness of sin is thro’ the blood of Christ..
Free grace is the impulsive cause, Christ’s blood is
the meritorious, Heb. ix. 22. ¢ Without shedding of
blood is no remission.” Justice would be revenged:
either on the sinner or the Surety. Every pardon
1s the price of blood. |

4. Before sin is.forgiven, it must be repented of.
Therefere repentance and remission are linked to-
gether, Luke xxiv. 47. ¢ That repentance and re-
mission of sins should be preached in his name.” Not
that repentance doth in apopish sense merit forgive-
ness; Christ’s blood must wash our tears: but re-
pentance is a qualification, though not a.cause. He
who is humbled for sin, will the more value pardon-
ing mercy. When there is nothing in the soul but.
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efouds of sorrow, and now God sends a pardon,
which is a setting up a rainbow in the cloud, to tell
the sinner, that the flood of wrath shall not over-
flow him; O what joy is there at the sight of this
rainbow! The soul that was before steeped in tears,
now melts in love to God, Luke vii. 88, 47.
5. God having forgiven sin, he will call it no
more into remembrance, Jer. xxxi. 34. The Lord
- will make an act of indemnity, he will not upbraid
us with former unkindnesses, or sue us with a can-
celled bond, Micah vii. 19. ¢ He will cast our sins
into the depth of the sea.” Sin shall not be cast in as
a cork which riseth up again, but as lead which
sinks to the bottom. How should we all labour for
this covenant-blessing? :
1. How sad is the want of it! It must needs be
ill with the malefactor who wants his pardon: alt
the curses of God stand in full force against the un-
pardoned sinner; his very blessings are cursed, Mal.
1, 2. €Ceesar wondered at one of his soldiers, that
was so merry when he was in debt. Can the sinner
be merry who is heir to all God’s curses, and knows

-not how soon he may take up his lodgings among
the damned? «

2. How sweet is it to have it! 1. The pardoned
soul is out of the gunshot of hell, Rom. viii. 83.
Satan may accuse, but Christ will shew a discharge.
2. The pardoned soul may go to God with boldness
in prayer. Guilt clips the wings of prayer, that it
cannot fly to the throne of grace; but forgiveness

. breeds confidence: he who hath his pardon may
look his prince in the face with comfort.

This great mercy of pardon David had ebtained,
as appears, verse 5, ¢ Thou forgavest me.” And be-

_eause he had found God a God of E rdons, there-
fore he encourageth others to seek God, in the
words of the text, ¢ For this cause shall every one
that is godly pray unto thee.’ '
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CHAP. 1I. .
Opening the Nature of Godliness.
 Every one that is godly.

IT will be first inquired, H’hat godliness is? :
I answer in general, Godliness is the sacred im«
ression and workmanship of God in a man, where-~
y of carnal, he is made spiritual. When godliness
is wrought in a person, he doth not receive a new
soul, but he hath another spirit, Num. xiv. 24. The
faculties are not new, but the qualities; the strings
are the same, but the tone is mended. Concern-
ing godliness I shall lay down these seven maxims
or positions. S _
1. Godliness is a real thing, it is not shadow, but
substance. Godliness is not the feverish conceit of
a sick brain; a christian is no enthusiast, one whose
religion is made up all of fancy. Godliness hath
truth for its foundation; .it is called the way of
truth, Psal. cxix. 80. Godliness is a ray and beam
that shines from God: if God be true, then godli-
mess is true. ,

2. Godliness is an intrinsical thing: it lies chief-
ly in the heart, Rom. ii. 29. ¢ Circumcision is that
of the heart. The dew lies on the leaf, the sap is
hid in the root. The moralist’s religion is all in the
leaf, it comsists only in externals: but godliness is
an holy sap which is radicated in the soul, Psal. li.
6. ¢ In the hidden part, thou shalt make me to know
wisdom,” The Chaldee expounds it, In the close
place of the heart. . .

- 8. Godliness is a supernatural thing; by nature
we inherit zothing but evil, Rom. vii. 5. ¢ When
we were in the flesh, the motions of sin did work
in our members: we did suck in sin as paturally
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as our mother’s milk; but godliness is the wisdom
from above, Jam. iii. 17. It is breathed in from hea--
ven. God must light up the lamp of grace in the.
‘heart; -veeds grow of themselves, flowers are plant-
ed. Godliness is a celestial plant that comes from-
‘the New Jerusalem: therefore it is called a fruit of
the Spirit, Gal. v. 22. A man hath no more power
to change himself, than to create himself.

. 4. Godliness is an extensive thing; it is a sacred
Jeaven that spreads itself into the whole soul, 1 Thess.
v. 23, ¢ The God of peace sanctify you wholly.”
There is light in the understanding, order in the
affections, pliableness in the will, exemplariness in
the life. We do not call a blackamoor white, be-
cause he hath white teeth: he is not godly who is
good only in some part. Grace is called the new
man, Col. iii. 10, not a new. eye or tongue, but a
mew man; he who is godly is good all over; tho”
she be regenerate but in part, yet it is in every part.
- 5. Godliness i3 an intense thing; it doth not lie
in a dead foermality and indifferency, but is vigor-
.ous and flaming, Rem. xii.'11. ¢ Fervent in spirit.”
We call water hot, when it is so in the third or
fourth degree. He is godly whose devotion is en-
flamed, and his heart boils over in holy affections.

6. Godliness is a glorious thing: as'the jewel to
the ring, so is piety te the soul, besp#gling it in
God’s eyes. Reason makes us men, godliness makes
us earthly angels; by it we ¢ partake of the di-
wvine nature,’ 2 Pet.i. 4. Godliness is near a kin to
glory, 2 Pet. i. 8. Glory and virtue. Godliness is
glory in the seed, and glory is godliness in the
flower.
7. Godliness is a permanent thing. One saith,
Denominations are given from the habit. We do
not cali him sanguine that blusheth, but he who is
of a ruddy complexion, 1 Sam. vii. 42. A blush of
godlingss is pot enough to denominate a christian,

/
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but godliness must be the temper and complexion
- of the soul. Godliness is a fixed thing: there is a
great deal of difference between a stake in the hedge
and a tree in the garden; a stake rots and mould-
ars, but a tree, having life in it, abides and flourish-
eth. When godliness hath taken root in the soul, it
abides to-eternity, 1 John iii. 9. ¢ His seed remain-
eth in him.” Godliness being engraven in the heart
Lty the Holy Ghost, as with the point of a diamond,
can never be razed. out.

CHAP. IIL
A Reproof to such as are but Prelenders to Godliness.

HERE is a sharp reprehension te such as are al-
chymy christians, who do only make a- show
of godliness: like Michal, who put an image in the
bed, and so deceived Saul’s messengers, 1 S8am. xix.
16. these our Saviour calls whited sepulchres, Matt.
xxiii. 27. - They do not practise virtue, but counter-
- feitit. In ancienttimes a thir part of the inhabitants
of this island were called Picts, which signifies paint-
ed; it is to be feared they still retaia their old
name: how many are painted only with the vermil-
lion of a profession,. whose seeming. lustte dazzles
the eyes of ebeholders,. but within there is nothing
but putrefactioh, Matt. xxiii. 27. Hypocrites are
like the swan, which hath white feathers but a black
skin; or like the lily, which-hath a fair coleur but
abad scent, Rev. iit. 1. ¢ Thou hast a name to live,
but thou art dead.” These the apostle Jude com-
pares to“ clouds without water,” ver. 12. they pre-
tend to be full of the Spirit, but they are empty
clouds; their goodness is but a religious.cheat.
Ques. But why do persons content . themselves
'with a shew of godliness? : v ,
Ans. This helps to keep up their fame, 1 Sam. xv.
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30. ¢ Honour me before the people.” Men are am-
bitious of credit, and would gain repute in the
world, therefore they will dress themselves in the,
garb and mode of religion, that others may write
them down for saints. But alas, what is one the
better to have others to commend him, and his con-
science condemn him? What good will it do a man’
when he is in hell, that others think he is gone to' -
heaven? O beware of this; counterfeit piety is dou-.
ble iniquity. - S =
1. To have only 2 show of godliness is a God-en-
raging sin: he who is a pretender to saintship, but
his heart tells him he hath nothing but the name,
he carries Christ in his Bible, but not in his heart;
sorme politic design spurs him on in the ways of
God; he makes religion a lacquey to his carnal in~
terest: what is this but to abuse God to his face,
and to serve the devil in Christ’s livery? Hypocrisy
makes the fury rise up in God’s face; therefore he
calls such persons the ¢ generation of his wrath,” Isa.
X. 6. God will send them to hell to do penance for
their hypocrisy. v ‘
2. To make only a show of godliness, is self-de.
_ lusion. Ajax in his phrenzy took sheep for men;
but it is a worse mistake to take a show of grace for
race. This is for one to put a cheat.upon himself, -
ﬁames i. 22. ¢ Deceiving your own souls.” He who
- hath counterfeit gold instead of true, wrongs him-,
self most. The hypocrite deceives others while he
lives, but deceives himself when he dies. ‘
8. To have only a name, and make a show of
godliness, is odious to God and man.. The hypo-
crite is born under a sad planet, he is abhorred of
all. Wicked men hate him because he makes a
show, and God hates him because he doth but nrake
a show: the wickeéd hate bim because he hath somuch
a mask of godliness, and God hates him because
he hath no more, Actsxxvi. 28. ¢ Thou hast'almost
persuaded me to be a christian” The wicked hate
3Dp 10 ‘
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the hypocrite because he s almost a christian, and
God {ates» him because he is but almost.

4. To be only comets, and make a show of siety
is a vain thing. Hypocrites lose all they have done.
Their dissembling tears drop beside God’s bottle,.
their prayers and fasts prove abortive, Zech. vii. 5.
¢ When ye fasted and mourned, did ye at all fast
unto me, even. to me?’ as God will not recom-
pense a slothful, so neither a treacherous servant.
All the hypocrite’s reward is in this life, Matt. vi. 5.
¢ They have their reward.” A poor reward, the
empty breath of men. The hypocrite may make his
acquittance, and write, Received in full payment.
Augustus Ceesar had great triumphs granted him,
but the senate would not suffer him to be consul, or
sit in the senate-house. Hypocrites may have the .

raise of men,. but tho’ these triumphs be granted
]f?hem, they shall never have the privilege to-sit in the
senate-house of heaven. What acceptance can he
look for from God, ‘whose heart tells him he is no
better than a mountebank in divinity?

5. To have only a pretence to godliness will yield
no comfort at death. Will painted gold enrich a
man? ‘will painted wine refresh him that is thirsty?
will the paint of godliness stand thee in any stead?
what were the foolish virgins better for their blaz-
ing lamps,- when they wanted oil? what is the lamp
of profession, witheut the oil of grace? He who
hath:only. a painted holiness, shall have a painted
happiness.

6. Thou who hast nothing but a specious. pretext
and mask of piety, exposest thyself to Satan’s scorn.
Thou shalt be brought forth at the last day as Sam-
son, Judg. xvi. 25. to make the devil sport. He will
$ay, What is become of all thy vows, tears, confes-
sions? Is all thy religion come to this? Didst thou
so often defy the devil, and art thou now. come to
dwell with me? Couldst thou meet with no weapon. _

LS
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to kill thee, but what was made of gospel metal?
Couldst thou suck poison no where but out of or-
dinances? Couldst thou find no way to hell but by
seeming godly? What a- vexation will this be, to-
have the gevil 80 reproach a man! Itis sad to be in.
sulted over in this life: Cleopatra, queen of Egypt,
when she saw she was reserved by the enemy for a
triumph, shat she might avoid the infamy, put asps
.to her breasts, and died. What then will it be to
have the devil triumph over a man at the last day?

Let us therefore take heed of this kind of page-
antry, or devout stage-play. ‘That which may make
as the more to fear our hearts, is, when we see tall
cedars in the church worm.eaten with hypocrisy.
Balaam a prophet, Jebu a king, Judas an apostle,
all of them stand to this day upon record for hypo-
crites. .

It is true, there are the seeds of this sin in the -
best; but as it was with the leprosy under the law,
all that had risings, or spots in the skin of the flesh,
were not reputed unclean, and put out of the camp,
Lev. xiii. 6. so all that have the risings of hypocrisy
in them, are not to be judged hypocrites, for these
may be the ¢ spots of God’s children,” Deut. xxxii.
5. But that which denominates an hypocrite, is,
when hypocrisy is predeminant, and is like a spread~
ing humour in the body.

Ques. When is a man under the power and re-
gency -of hypocrisy?

Ans. There are two signs of its predominancy.
1. A squint eye, when one serves God for sinister
ends. 2. A right eye, when there is some sin dear
to a man, which he cannot part with. ‘These two
are as shrewd signs of an hypocrite as any I know.

O, let us take David’s.candle and lanthorn, and

_search for this leaven, and burn it before the Lord.

Christian, if thou mournest for hypocrisy, yet

findest this sin so potent, that thou canst not get
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the mastery of it, go to Christ, beg of him that he
would exercise his kingly office in thy soul; that he
would subdue this sin, and put it under the yoke,
Beg of Christ to exereise his spiritual chirurgery
upon thee; desire him to lance thy heart, and cut
out the rotten, and that he would apply the medi-
cine of his blood to heal thee of thy hypecrisy,
Often make that prayer of David, Psal. cxix. 80.
¢ Lot my heart be found in thy statutes.” Lord, let
me be any thing rather than an hypoerite, Two
bearts will exclude one from heaveu. *

CHAP. 1V.
Shewing the Characters of a Godiy Man,

Ingui- JT will be inquired in the next place, Whe
ry 2d. — is the godly man?

For the full answer whereunto, I shall lay down
geveral specifical signs and characters of a godly
man,

Secr. 1.

1. The first fundamental sign is, a godly man is

a man of knowledge, Prov. xiv. 18. ¢ The prudent
are crowned with knowledge.” The saints are called
wise virgins, Matt. xxv. 4. A natural man may
have some discursive knowledge of God, but he
knoweth nothing as he ought to know, 1 Car. viii,
. 2. He knows not God savingly : he may have the
eye of reason open, but he discerns not the things

of God after a spiritual manner. Waters cannot go

beyond their spring-head: vapourscannot rise high.

er than the sun draws them. A natural man cannot

act above his sphere; he is no more able to judge

“aright of sacred things, than a blind man is to. judge
- of calours. -1. He sees nat the ewil of his beart; if
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a face be ever so black and deformed, yet it is not
seen under a veil; the heart of a sinner is so black,
that-nothing but hell can pattern it, yet the veil of
ignorance hides it. 2.. He sees not the beauties of
a Saviour, Christ is a pearl, but an hid pearl. -

-But a godly man is tanght of God, 1 John ii. 27.
¢ The anointing teacheth you all things;* that
isy all things essential to salvation. A godly man
bath ¢ the good knowledge of the Lord, 2 Chron.
xxX. 22. he hath sound wisdom, Prov. iii. 21. He
knows Gad in Christ: to know God out of Christ,
is to know him an enemy; but to know him in
Lhrist is sweet and delicious. A gracious soul hath
the savour of knowledge, 2 Cor. ii. 14. There is
a great difference between one that hath read of a
country, or viewed it on the map, and another who
hath lived in the country, and tasted the fruits and
spices of it. The knowledge wherewith a godly
man is adorned, hath these eight rare ingredients
in' it' B . T

1. Itis a grounded knowledge, Col. i. 27. ¢ If
Sve continue 1n the faith grounded.” It is not a be-

ieving as the church believes, but this knowledge
rests upon a double basis, the word and Spirit; the
one is a guide, the other a witness: saving know-
" Jedge is not pendulous or doubtful, but hath a cer-
tainty in it, John vi. 69. We believe, and are sure:
thou art that Christ, 2 Cor, v. 6. Being always con-
fident, a godly man holds no more than he will die
for: the martyrs were so confirmed in the know-
}:idgg of the truth, that they would seal it with their
0lood. .

2. It is an appretiative knowledge., The lapidary
is said to know a jewel, who hath skill to value it:
he knows God, who esteems him above the %lory
of heaven, Psal. cxiii. 4. and the comforts of the
€arth, Fo compare other things with God, is to de-

\
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base Deity; as if you should compare the shining
of a glow-worm with the sun.

8. The knowledge of a godly man is quicken-
ing, Psal. cxix. 93. ¢ I will.never forget thy pre-
cepts, for with them thou hait quickened me.”
Kgowledge in a natural man’s head, is like a torch
in a dead man’s hand: true knowledge animates.
A godly man is like John Baptist, ¢ a burning and
a shining lamp;® he deth not only shine by illumina-
tion, but burn by affection. The spouse’s knowledge
made her ¢sick of love,’ Cant. ii. 5. I am wounded
with love. I am like a deer that is struck with a
dart, my soul lies a bleeding, and nothing can cure
me but a sight of him whom my soul loves.

4. Divine knowledge is appropriating, Job xix.
25. ¢ I know that my Redeemer liveth. A medi-
cine is best when it is applied; this applicative
knowledge is joyful. <Christ is called a surety, Heb.
vii. 22. O what joy, when I am drowned in debt,
to know that Christ is my surety. Christ is called
ap advocate, 1 Johnii. 1. The Greek word for ad-
vocate signifies a comforter. O what comfort is it,
‘'when I have a bad cause, to know Christ is my ad-
vocate, who never lost any cause he pleaded!

Ques. But how shall I know that I make a right
application of Christ? an hypocrite may think he
applies when he doth not. Balaam, though a sor-
cerer, yet said, My God, Numb. xxii. 38. .

Ans. He who rightly applies Christ, puts thes
two together, Jesus and Lord, Phil. iii. 8. Christ
Jesus my Lord: many take Christ as a Jesus, but
refuse him as a Lord. Do you join Prince and Sa-
viour? Acts v. 31. Would you as well be ruled by
Christ’s laws, as saved by his blood? Christ is a
priest upon his throne, Zech. vi. 13. He will never
be a priest to intercede, unless your heart be the-
throne where he sways his sceptre: a true applying
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of Christ is, when we so take him for an husband,
- that we give up ourselves to him as a Lord.

2. He who rightly appliés Christ, fetcheth virtue -
from him: the woman in the gospel having touch-
ed Christ, felt virtue coming from him, and her
fountain of blood was dried up, Mark v. 29. This
is to apply Cbrist, when we fe¢l a sin-mortifying
virtue flow from him. Naturalists tell us, there is
an antipathy between the diamend and the load-
stone, insomuch that if a piece of iron be laid by
the diamond, the diamond will not suffer it to be
drawn away by the loadstone; so that knowledge
which is applicatory, hath an antipathy against sin,
and will not suffer the heart to be drawn away
by it. ‘

ys. The knowledge of a godly man is transform-
ing, 2 Cor. iii. 8. ¢ We all with open face, behold-
ing as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed
into the same image.” As a painter, looking upon a
face, draws a face like it in the picture: so, look-
ing upon Christ in the glass of the gospel, we are
charnged into his similitude. 'We may look upon o-
ther objects that are glorious yet not be made glo-
rious by them: a deformed face may look upon
beauty, and yet not be made beautiful, a wounded
man may look upon a surgeon, and yet not be heal-
ed: but this is the excellency of divine knowledge,
it give us such a sight of Christ, as makes us par-
take of his nature: as Moses, when he had seen
God’s back parts, his face shined, some of the rays
and beams of God’s glory fell upon him..

6. The knowledge of a godly man is self-empty-
ing; carnal knowledge makes the bead giddy with
pride, 1 Cor. viii. 2. True knowledge brings a man
out of love with himself; the more he knows, the
more he blusheth at his own ignorance. David, a .
bright star in God’s church, yet he thought him-
self rather a cloud than a star, Psal. Ixxiii. 22.
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7. The knowledee of a godly man is growmg,

Col. i. in the knowledge of God.”
True k the light of the morning,
which-i 10rizon till it comes to the

meridian: so sweet 13 spiritual knowledge, that the
more a saint knows, the more thirsty he is of know-
ledge; it is called the riches of knowledge, 1 Cor.
i. 5, The more riches a man hath, the more still he
desires ; though Paul knew Christ, yet he would
know him more, Phil. iii. 10. ¢ That I may know

him, and ' of his resurrection.”
8. The k fa godly man is practical, Johrt
X. 4. ¢'] follow him, for they know his

voice.” Tnougn uod requires knowledge more than
burnt-offering, Hos. vi. 6. yet it is a knowledge ac-
companied with obedience: true knowledge doth
not only mend a christian’s sight, but mends hig
pace. Itis areproach toa christian to live in a con«
tradiction to his knowledge, to know he should be
~ strict and holy, yet to live loosely: not to obey, is
" all one as not to know, 1 Sam. ii. 12. ¢ The sons of
Eli knew not the Lord:* they could not but know,
for they taught others the knowledge of the Lord;
yet they are said not to know, because they did not
obey: when knowledge and practice, like Castor
and Pollux, appear together, then'they presage
much happingss.

Use 1. Let us try ourselves by this character.;,

1. Are they godly, who are still in the region of'
darkness? Prov. xix. 2. ¢ That the soul be without
knowledge, it is not good;’ ignorant persons can-
not give God a reasonable service, Rom. xii. 1. It
is sad, that after the Sun of Righteousness hath
shined so long in our hemisphere, yet that persons
should be under the power of ignorance: perhaps
in the things of this world they are knowing e-
nough, none shall out-reach them, but in the things
of God they have no knowledge. Nahash would
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make a covdnant with Israel; that he might put out
their right eyes, 1 Sam. xi. 1." The devil hath lef
men their left eye, knowledge in secular matters
but he hath pat out their right eye, they understangd
not the mystery of godliness; it may bé:said of
them as of the Jews, ¢ To this day the veil i$ upon
their heart,” 2 Cor. iii. 15. Many christians are no
better than baptized heathens. What a shame.is it
to be without knowledge? -1 Cor. xv. 84. ¢ Some
have not the knowledge. of God, I speak this tp
- your shame.” Men think it a shame to be ignorant
in theit trade, ‘but no shame to be ignorant of God;
there is no going to heaven blindfold, Isa. xxvii.
11. «It is a people of no understanding, thereforé
he that made them, will not have mercy on them.’
Surely ignorance in these days is affected ; it is
one thing not to know, another thing not to be will-
ing to know, John iii. 19, ¢ They loved darkness
rather than light. It is the owlloves the dark : sin-
ners are like the Athlantes, a people in Zthiopia,
which curse the sun.”  Wicked men shut their eyes
wilfully, Matt. xiii. 15. and God shuts them judici-
ally, Isa. vi. 10. ,
2. Are they godly, who though they have know-
ledge, yet they know not as they ought to know
they know not God experimentally :. how man
knowing persons are ignorant? They have illumi-
nation, but not sanctification; their knowledge
hath not a powerful influence upon them to make
them better. If you set up an hundred torches ina
garden, they will not make the flowers grow, but -
the sun is influential : many are so far frém being
better for their knowledge, that they are worse, Isa.
Ivii. 10. ¢ Thy knowledge hath perverted thee;’ the
knowledge of most makes them more cunning in
sin ; these have little cause to glory in their know-
ledge. Absalom might boast of the hair of his head,
' E - 8% S ¥ |
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but that hanged him; so these may boast of the
knowledge of their head, but it will destroy them.
8. Are they godly, who, though they have some
glimmering of knowledge, yet no fiducial applying
of Christ ; many of the old world knew there was
an ark, but were drowned, because they did not
t into the ark; knowledge, which is not apply-
ing, will but light a man to hell ; it were better to
live an Indian, than to die an infidel under the
pel. Christ not believed in, is terrible. Moses’ rady
when it was in his hand, did a great deal of good,
it wrought miracles; but when it was out’of ‘his
hand, it became a serpent: so Christ, when laid
bold on by the hand of faith, is full of comfort,
but not laid hold on, will prove a serpent to sting.
Use 2. As we would evidence ourselves geodly, ‘let
us labour for this good knowledge of the Lord: what
Fains will men take for the gaining of natural know-
edge? I have read of one Benchorat, who spent
forty years in finding out the motion of the eight
sphere ; what pains then should we take in finding
- out the knowledge of God in Christ? There must
be digging and searching for it, as one would search
for a vein of silver, Prov.ii. 8. ¢If thou seekest her
as silver.” v ' ST
Motive 1. This is the best knowledge, it doth ds
far surpass all other, as the diamond doth the crys.
tal; no jewel we wear doth so adorn us as this,
Prov. iii. 15, ¢ She is more precious than rubies.’
Job xxviii. 12, 18. ¢ Man knowéth not the price
thereof, the deep saith, It is not in me, it cannot be
valued with the gold of Ophir, with the precions
onyx, or the sapphire.” The dark chaos was a fit
emblem .of an ignorant soul, Gen. i. 2. but when
God lights up the lamp of knowledge in the mind,
what a new ¢reation 1s there? How doth the soul
sparkle as the sun in its glory ? .
Motive 2. This knowledge is comfortable ; we
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may say of the khowledge of nature, as Solomon,
Eccl. i. 18. He that increaseth knowledge, increas-
‘eth sorrow.” The knowledge of arts and seiences is
%athering of straw, but the ksowledge of God in

hrist is gathering of pearl, This knowledge ushers
in salvation, 1 Tim. ii, 4. :

Ques. But how shall we get this saving know-
ledge?

Answ. Not by the power of nature: some speak
of reason well improved how far it will go; but
alas, the plumb-line of reason is too short to fathom
the deep things of God ; a man canno more by the
power of reason reach the sgving knewledge of
God,, than a pigmy can reach the pyramids: the
light of mature will no mre help us to see Christ,
than the light of a candle will help us to under-
stand, 1 Cor. ii. 14, ¢The natural man receiv-
eth not the things of God, neither can he know
them.” What shall we do then to knew God in

..

a soul-saving manner? I answer, let us implore .

the help of God’s Spirit. Paul never saw himself
blind till a light shined from heaven, Acts ix. S.
God must anoint eur eyes ere we can see: what
needed Christ have bid Laodicea to .come to him
for eye-salye, if she could see before, Rev. iii. 18.
Oh ! let us beg the Spirit, which isa Spirit of reve-
lation, Eph. i. 17. Saving knowledge 1s not b{ spe-
.culation, but by inspiration, Job xxxii. 8. ¢ The in-
spiration of the Almighty giveth understanding.’
We may have excellent notions in divinity, but
the Holy Ghost must enable us to know them after
a spiritual manner ; a man may see the figures uYon
*a dial, but he cannot tell how the day goes unless
the sun shine: We may read many truths in the
Bible, but we cannot know them savingly till God’s
Spirit doth shine upon us, 1 Cor. ii. 10. ¢ The Spi-
rit searching all things, yea, the deep things of
Gpd.’> The seripture discovers Chriswto us, but the
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Spirit réveals. Chtist in us, Gal. i. 16. The Spirit
makes known that which all the world.cdnnot do,
namély the sense of God’s love. -
* Use 3. You who have this salvifical sanctifving
knowledge flourishing in you, bless God for it ; this
is the .heavenly anointing : the most: excellent ob-
jécts cannot be seen in the dark, but-when the light
appears, then every flower shines in its native beau-~
ty. So,” while men are in the midnight of a natural
estate, the beauty of holiness is hid from them; but
when the light of the Spirit comes in a saving man-
‘ner, then those truths they slighted before, appear
in that glorious lustre, as transportsthem with won:
der and love. S : ST
. Bless God, ye saints, that he hath taken off your
spiritual’ cataract, and hath given you to discern
those things, which by nature’s spectacles you could
never see. How thankful was Christ to his Father
for this, Matt. xi. 25. ¢I thank thee, O Father,
‘Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these
‘things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed
‘them unto babes.” How should you admire free
grace, that God hath not only brought the light to
‘you, but given you eyes to see it! that he hath en-
-abled you to know the truth as it is in Jesus, Eph,
div. 1. 'That hre hath opened, not only the eye of
-your understanding, -bat the eye of your consci
-ence : ‘this is a mercy you can never be enough
thankful for, that God hath so enlightened you,
‘that you should not sleep the sleep of death,

Sect. 2, -

2. The godly man is a man acted by faith; as
gold is - the most precions among the metals, so is
- faith among the graces. Faith cuts us off from the
wild olive of nature, and innoculates us into Christ:
“faith is the vital artery of the soul, Hab. ii. 4. ¢ The
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just shall live by faith.’ Such as are-destitute of faith,
though they breathe, yet they want life; faith is
the quickner of the graces ; not a grace stirs, till
faith sets:it:a-work : faith is to the soul, as the ani-
‘mal spirits are to the body, they excite lively opera-
tions in ‘the body; faith excites repentance; it is
like the fire to the still which makes it drop. When
I believe God’s love to e, this makes me weep
that Ishould sin against so good a God; faith is the
mother of hope, first we believe the promise, then
we hope for it : faith is the oil which feeds the lamp
of hope 3 faith and hope are two turtle-graces, take
away one and the other languisheth. If the sinews
be cut, ‘the body is lame ; if the sinew of faith be
cut, hope is lame ; faith is the ground of patience :
he who believes God is his God, and all providen.
ces work for his good, doth patiently yield up him-
self to the will of God; thusfaith is a living princi.
ple: and thelife of a saint is nothing else but a life
of faith ; his prayer is the breathing of faith, James
v. 15. His obedience is the result of faith, Rom.
xvi. 26. A godly man by faith lives in Christ, as
the beam lives in the san, Gal, ii, 20. 1 live, yet
not I, but Christ lives in me. A christian by the
power of faith sees above reason, treads above the
moon, 2 Cor. iv. 18. by faith his heart is finall
quieted, Psal. cxii. 7. he trusts himself and all his
affairs with God: as in a time of war, men get in-
to a garrison, and trust themselves and their trea-
_ sure there: so the name of the Lord is a strong
tower, Prov. xviii. 10. and a believer trusts all that
ever heis worth in this garrison, 2 Tim. i. 12. ¢I
know whom I have believed, and I am persuaded
- heis‘able to keep that which I have committed un-
to him, against that day.” God trusted Paul with
his gospel, and Paul trusted God with his soul.

- Faithis a catholicon, or remedy against all trou-
bles; it is a godly man’s sheet anchor that he casts
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out into the sea of God’s mercy, and is kept from
sinking in despair. ’

Use. Let us try ourselves by this character : alas,
how far are they from being godly, that are desti.
tute of faith! such as are altogether drowned in
sense. Most men are spiritually blind, they can see
but just before them, 2 Pet.i. 9. I have read of a
people i@ India who are born with one eye: such
are they who are born with the eye of reason, but
waat the eye of faith ; who because they do not see
God with bodily eyes, they do not believe a God 5
- they may as well not believe they have souls, be-
cause being spirits they cannot. be seen.

O where is he who lives in excelsis, who is got«
ten into the upper region, and sees things not seen,
Heb. xi. 27. Did men live by faith, would they use
sinful policy for a livelibood? Were there faith
would there be so much fraud ? did faith live, would
men like dead fish swim down the stream ? in this
age there is scarce so much faith to be found among
men, as there is among the devils, for they be.
lieve and tremble, James ii. 19. It was a grave and
serious speech of Mr. Greenham, that he feared not
Papaism, but Atheism would be England’s ruin,
But I shall not expatiate, having been more large
upon this head in another discourse,

SkcT. 3.

8. A godly man is fired with love to God, Psal.
cxvi. 1. Faith and love are the two poles on which
all religion turns. A true saint is carried in that chae
riot, the midst whereof is paved with love, Cant.
iil. 10. As faith doth quicken, so love doth sweete
en every duty; the sun mellows the fruit, so love
mellows the services of' religion, and makes them
come off with a better relish: a godly man is sick
of love, John xxi: 2. ¢Lord, thou knowest I love
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thee” Though dear Saviour I did deny thee, yet it
was for want of strength, not for want of love.
God is the fountain and quintessence of goodness,
. his beauty and sweetness lay constraints of love up.
on a gracious heart. God is the saint’s portion, Psal.
exix. 57. And what more loved than a portion ?
I would hate my own soul, ‘saith one, If I found it
not loving God. A godly man loves God, therefore
delights tobe in his presence ; he loves God, there-
fore takes comfort in nothing without him, Cant.
iii. 8. ¢ Saw ye him whom my soul loveth.’

The pious soul loves Geod, therefore thirsts after
him; the more he hath of God, the more still he
desires ; a sip of the.wine of the Spirit, provokes
the appetite after more : the soul loves God, there-
fore rejoiceth to think of his appearance, 2 Tim. iv.
8. . Heloves him, therefore longs to be with him 3
Christ was in Paul’s heart, and Paul would be in
Christ’s bosom, Phil. i. 28. When the soul is once
like God, it would be fain with God. A gracious
heart cries out, O that 1 had wings, that I might
flee away, .and be with my love Christ. The bird
desires to be out of the cage, though it be hung
with pearl.

Such is the love a gracious soul bears to God,
that many waters cannot gquench it: he loves a
frowning God. : :

Though I am out of sigﬁt and clean forgot.
Let me not love thee, if' I love thee not. .
Herb. Poem.

A godly man loves God, though he be reduced
" to straits. A mother and her child of nine years
old, being ready to perish of hunger, thechild
looking upon its mother, said, ¢ Mother, do you
think God will starveus?”’ No, child, said the mo-
ther, he will not: The child replied «But if he
do, we must love him, and serve him.” - 4
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Use. Let us try our godliness by this touchstone.
Do we love God? is he our treasure and centre?
Can we with David call Ged our joy, yea, our ex-
ceeding joy? Psal. xliii. 4. Do we delight in draw.
ing nigh to him, and come before him with sing-
ing ? Psal. c. 2. Do we love him for bis beauty more
than his jewels? Do we love him, when he seems
not to love us? .

If this be the sign of a godly man, how few will
be found in the number? Where is the man whose
heart is dilated in love to God ? Many court - him,
but few love him. People are for the most part eat-
en up with self-love; they love their ease, their
worldly profit, their lusts, but-they have not a drop
of love to God: did thez'love God, would they
be so willing to be rid of him, Job xxi. 14. They
say to the Almighty, depart from us. Did they love
God, would they tear his name by their oaths?
doth he love his father who shoots him to the heart?
Though they worship God they do not love him ;
they are like the soldiers that bowed the knee to
Christ, and mocked him, Mat. xxvii. 29. He
whose heart is a grave, in which the love of God
is buried, deserves to have that curse written up-
on his tomb-stone, 1 Cor. xvi. 22. ¢ Let him be
Anathema Maranatha.” A soul void of divine love,
is a temper that best suits with damned spirits. But
I shall wave this, and pass to the next. :

SkEcT. 4.

4.-A godly man is like God, he hath the same
judgment with God; he thinks of -things as God
doth ? he bath a God like disposition ; he partakes
- of the divine nature, € Pet. i. 4. A godly man doth
bear God’s name and image; godliness is God-
likeness. It is ane thing to profess God, anether
thing to resemble him. ' L
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- A-godly man is like‘God in holiness : holiness is

the most orient pearl of the King of heaven’s crown,
Exod. xvi-11. Glorious in holiness.  God’s power
-makes him mighty, his mercy makes him lovely,
but his holiness makes him glorious; the holiness
of God is the intrinsic purity of his nature, and hjs
-abhorrency of sin: a godly man bears same kind
_of analogy with God in this; he hath the holy ojl
of consecration upon him, Psal. cxvi. 16. - Aaron
the saint of the Lord.. Holiness is the badge and liv-
‘ery of Christ’s people, Tsa. xliii. 18. The people of
thy holiness: the godly are as well an holy as a roy-
al priesthood, 1 Pet.ii. 9. Nor have:they, onlya
frontispiece of holiness, like the Egyptian temples,
which were fair without;. but they are like Solo-
mon’s temple, which had gold within; - they have
written upon their. heart, holiness to' the Lord
the holiness of the saints;consists in-their conformi-
ty to.God’s will, which is the rule and . pattern of
all holiness. . o L

Holiness is 'a: man’s glory; Aaron: put on gar-
ments for glory and beauty; Exod. xxviii. 2. So
when a person is invested with the embroidered gar-
ment of holiness, it.is for glory and beauty. -

The goodness of a Christian lies in his holiness, as
the goodness of the ait lies in the clearnessof it; the
worth of gold is the pureness, . =

Quest. %Vherein do the godly discover their ho-
liness ? ' : o

Answ. 1. In hating the garment spotted by the-
flesh, Jude 23. The godly do set themselves against
-evil, both in purpose and practice ; they are fearful

" of that which looks like sin, 1 Thess. v. 22. The ap-
- pearance of evil may prejudice a weak Christian; if
it doth not defile a man’s own conscience, it may
offend his brother’s conscience ; and to sin against
him, is to sin against Christ, 1 Cor. viii. 12. ‘A god-
ly man will not go as far as he may, lest he.go fur-
: 3rF 11

.
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ther than he should ; he will not swallow down all
that others (bribed with preferment) may plead
“for: it is easy to put a golden colour upon a rot-
ten stuffl S ' - -
~ 2. The godly discover their holiness in being ad-
vocates for holiness, ‘Psal. cxix. 6. ¢ I will speak of
thy testimonies before kings, and will not be asham-
‘ed.” When picty is calumniated in the world,
the saints will stand up in the defence of it;
_they will wipe off the dust of a reproach from the
face of religion; holiness defends the godly, and
they will defend holiness; it defends them from
:danger, ‘and they will defend it from disgrace.

' Use 1. How can those be reputed godly, who are
‘unlike God? They have nothing of God in them,
‘not one shred of holiness: they call themselves christ-
ians, but blot out the word holiness; you may as
_well call it day'at midnight.
+* So impudent aré some, that they boast they are
none of the holy ones: Is it not the Spirit of holi-
tiess which marks the sheep of Christ from  the
‘goats? ‘Eph.’i.- 13. ¢ Ye were sealed (or marked)
with thie'Holy Spirit.”” And is it a matter for men to
boast of, that they have none of- the Spirit’s ear-
‘mark upon them? Doth rot the apostle say, ¢ That
without holiness no man shall see the Lord,” Heb.
xii. 14. Such as bless themselves in their unholiness,
‘had best go ring' the bells for joy that they shall ne-
ver see God. ' .
~~ Otbhers there are that hate holiness; sin-and ho-
liness never meet but they fight : holiness discharg-
‘eth its fire of zeal against sin, and sin spits its ve-
nom of malice at holiness: many pretend to love
Christ as a Saviour, but hate hinr as he is the Holy
One, Acts. iii. 14. -t '

" Use 2. Let us labour to be like God in holiness.

Motive 1. This is God’s great design'he drives on
in the world; ‘it is the end of the word preached :

3\
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the silver drops of the sanctuary are to.water the:’
seed of grace, and make a crop of holiness spring
up: What use is there of the promises but to bribe
us to holiness? What are all God’s providential diss
pensations, but to excite holiness? Asthe Lord
" makes use. of all the seasons of the year, frost, and
heat, to bring on the harvest, so all prosperous and
adverse providences, are for the promoting the
work of holiness in the soul. What is the end of
the mission of the Spirit, but, to make the heart ho- -
ly? When the air is unwholesome by reason of fog-
gy vapours, the wind is a fan to winnow and pu-
1ify the air: so the blowing of God’s Spirit upon
the heart, is to purify it, and make it holy. .
Motive 2. Holiness is that alone which God is
delighted with : Tamerlane being presented with a
pot of gold, asked whether the gold had his father’s
stamp upen it; but when he saw it had the Roman
stamp, he rejected it. Holiness is God’s stamp and
impress ; if he doth not-see this stamp upon us, he
will not own us. ) o
.. Motive 8. Holiness fits us for communion with
God; communion with,God is a paradox to the
men of the world ; every one that hangs about the
court, doth not speak with the king: we may ap-
proach to Ged in duties, and as it were hang about.
the court of heaven, yet not have communion with
God : that which keeps up the intercourse with
God is holiness; the holy heart enjoys much of
God’s presence ; he feels heart-warming and heart-
comforting virtue in an ordinance : where God secs
his likeness, there he gives his love. ‘

SecT. 5.
5. A godly man is very exact and curious about

the worship of God ; the Greek word for godly sig-
nifies a right worshipper of God ; a godly man doth
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reverence divine institutions, and is more for the
purity of worship than the pomp; mixture in sa-
cred thingsis like a dash in the wine, which though- -
it gives it a colour, yet doth but adulterate it; t

Lord would have Mases make the tabernacle ac-
~ cording to the pattern in the mount, Ex. xxv. 40.
If Moses had left out any thing in the pattern, or.
added any thing to it, it would have been very pro-
voking; the Lord hath always given testimonies of
~ his displeasure against such as have corrupted his
worship ; Nadab and Abihu ¢ offered strange fire,”
(other than' God bhad sanctified) ¢ upon the altar 5’
¢ And fire went out from the Lord, and devoured
them,” Lev. x. 1. Whatsoever is not of God’s own
appointment in -his worship, that he looks upon as
strange fire ; and no wonder he is so highly:incens-
ed at it, for as if God were not wise enough to ap-
point the manner how he will be served; men will
go to prescribe to him, and as if the rules for his
worship were defective, they will attempt to- mend
the copy, and superadd their inventions. - = -

A godly man dares not vary from the.pattern
which God hath-shewn him ia the scripture ; and
probably this might not be the least reason, why -
David was: called 2 man after God’s own heart,
because, he kept the springs of God’s worship pure,
and in matters sacred, did not superinduce any -
*thing of his own devising. .- C :

Use. By this character we may try ourselves,
whether -we are godly: are we tender about the

things of God? do we observe that mede of wor-
" ship, which hath the stamp of divine authority up-
onit? it is of dangerous consequence to make a
medley in religion. '

1. Those who will add to one part of God’s wor-
ship, will:be as'ready to take away from another,
Mark vii. 7. ¢ Laying aside the commandment of

God, ye hold the. traditions of men.’ They who
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will ‘bring in a tradition, will in time lay aside a-
command: this the Papists are highly guilty ofj
they bring in altars-and crucifixes, and lay aside the
second commandment; they bring in oil and cream
- in baptism, and leave out the cup in the Lord’s sup-
per; they bring in praying for the dead, and lay
aside reading the scriptures intelligibly to the liv-
- ing; they who will introduce that into God’s wor-
ship which he hath not commanded, will be as ready
to blot. out that which he hath commanded. -
- 2. Those who are for outward commixtures in-
God’s worship, are usually regardless of the vitals:
of religion; living by faith, leading a strict mortifi- .
ed life, these things aré less minded by them: wasps'
have their combs, but no honey .in them; ‘the're-
ligion of many may be likened to those ears which
run all into straw. _ o _
8. Superstition and profaneness kiss each- other ;
hath.it-not been known that those who have kneel-
edat-a pillar, havereeled against a post? = - .
: 4, Such as are:devoted to superstition, are seldomr
or ever converted, Matt. xxi: 3L. ¢ Publicans and
harlots-go into the - kingdom. of God before you;*
it: was spoken- to the chief priests, who were: high
formalists; and the reason ‘why such persons are sel-
dom wrought on savingly, is, becapse they have a
secret antipathy‘ against the power of godlipess. The
snake is of'a fine colour, but it hath a sting, so out=
wardly men may look zealous and devout, but re~
tain a sting of hatred in their hearts against good-
ness. Hence it is, that they who have been most
hot for superstition, have been most hot for perse-
cution, The church of Rome wears white linen,
{an -emblem of innocency) but the Spirit of God
paints her out in scarlet, Rev. xvii. 4. Whence is
this? not only because she puts on a scarlet robe,
but. because her body is of a scarlet dyé, having
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embrued her hands in the blood of the saints, Rev.-

- service. :

2. A servantis not at his own dispose, but at the
dispose of his master: a servant must not do what
he J)leases, but be at the will of his lord. Thus a
godly man is God’s servant, he is wholly at God’s
dispose, he hath no will ‘of his own. Thy will be
done on earth. Some will say to the godly, why
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. cannot you do as others?  Why will notyou drigk

~ and swear, and profane the sabbath as others do?-

the godly are God’s servants, they must not do
what they will, but be under the rules of the fami-
ly ;. they must do nothing but what they can shew
their master’s hand for. L

8. ‘A servant is bound, there are covenants and
.~ indentures sealed between him and his master. Thus
there are indentures drawn in baptism ; and in con-
version, the indentures are renewed and sealed ; we
_do there bind ourselves to God to be his sworn ser-
vangs, Psal. cxix, 106, ¢ I have sworn, and I will
perform it, that I will keep thy righteous judg-
ments.” A godly man hath tied himself to the Lord
by vow, Psal. lvi. 12. and he makes conscience of his
vow ; he bad rather die by persecution, than live
by perjury. . .

4. A servant doth not only wear his master’s live.
ry, Lut doth his work : thus a godly man works for
God; Paul ¢ did spend, and was spent for Christ,’
.2 Cor. xii. 15. He outwrought all the other apostles,
1 Cor. xv. 10. A godly man is active for God to
his last breath, Psal. cxix. 112, only, ¢ The dead
rest from their labours.’ B

5. A servant follows his master; thusa godly -
man is a servant of Gad, while others wander after
‘the beast, Rev. xiii. 8, he follows after the Lamb,
Rev. xiv. 4. He will tread in the steps of Christ;
if a master leap over hedge and ditch, the servant
will follow him: a godly man will follow Christ
through afflictions, Luke ix. 23. ¢ If any man will
come after me, let bim take up his cross daily, anc
follow me.” . Peter would follow Christ upon th
water ; a godly man will follow Christ though it b
.death every step: he will keep his goodness, whe
“others are bad; as all the water in the salt sea ca
not make the fish salt, but still they retain their fres
ness; so all the wickedness in the world, canr .,
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make a godly man wicked, but still he retains his
piety ; he will follow Christ in the worst times.
.. 6. A servant is satisfied with his master’s allow-
ance: he doth not say, I will have such provisions
made ready, if he hath short commons he doth not
find fault; he knows he is a servant, and is at his
master’s carving; in this sense a godly man is God’s
servant; he is willing to be at God’s allowance; if -
he hath but some leavings he doth not grumble.
Paul knew he was a servant, therefore whether more
or less fell to his share, he was indifferent, Phil. iv.
- 12. When christians murmur at their condition,
they forget that they are servants, and must be at
the allowance of their heavenly Master: thou that
hast the least bit from God, will die in his debt.
7. A servant will stand up for the honour of his
master; he cannot hear his master reproachéd, but
will vindicate his credit. Thus every godly man will
stand up for the honour of his Master, Christ, Psal.
- ¢xix. 139. ¢ My zeal bath consumed me.” A ser-
vant of God appears for his truths: they who can
hear God’s name reproached, and his ways spoken
against, yet be silent, God will be ashamed of such
setvants, and discard them before men and angels.
~ Use. Let us declare ourselves godly, by being ser-
‘vants of the most high God. o ,
 Motive. Consider, 1. God is the best Master, he
is punctual in all his promises, 1 Kings viii. 23. -
¢« There is no God.like thee in heaven above, or on .
earth beneath, who keepest covenant with thy ser-
vants.” Verse 56. ¢ there hath net failed one word
of all his good promise.” God is of a most sweet
and gracious disposition ; he hath this property, he
is «slow to anger,” Psal. ciii. 9. and ¢ ready to for-
give,” Psal. Ixxxvi. 5. In our wants he doth relieve
us, in our weakness he doth pity us; he reveals his
secrets to his servants, Psal. xxv. 14. Prov. iii. 32.
He waits on his servants: was there ever’such a ma-
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ster? Luke xii. 87. ¢Blessed are those servants,
yvhom the Lord, when he cometh, shall find watch-
ing; verily I say unto you, that he shall gird him-
self, and make them sit down to meat, and will
come forth and serve them.” When we are sick he
makes our bed, Psal. xli. 3. ¢ Thou wilt make all
their bed in their sickness.” He holds our head when
we are fainting : other masters may forget their ser-
vaants, and cast them off when they are old, but God
will net, Isa. xliv. 21. ¢ Thou art my servant, O Is-
rael, thou shalt not be forgotten of me.’ Itis a slan-
der to say, God is an hard Master. :

2. God’s service is the best service: There are
six privileges in God’s service. v

1. Freedom. Though the saints are bound to
God’s service, yet they serve him freely: God’s
Spirit, which is called a free Spirit, Psal. li. 12.
makes themn free and cheerful in obedience: the
Spirit carries them upon the wings of delight; it
makes duty a privilege : it doth not force, but draw :
it enlargeth the heart in love, and fills it with joy:-
God’s service is perfect freedom.

2. Honour. David the king professeth himself
one of God’s pensioners, Psal. cxhii. 12, <I am thy
servant.” Paul, when he would blaze his coat of
arms, and set forth his best heraldry, he doth not
call himself Paul, an Hebrew of the Hebrews, or
Paul of the tribe of Benjamin, but Paul a servant
of Christ, Rom. i. 1. Theodosius thought it a great-
er dignity to be God’s servant, than to be an empe-
ror. Christ himself, who is equal with his Father,

et is not ashamed of the title servant, Isa. liii. 11.

very servant of God is a son, every subject a prince:
it is more honour to serve God, than to have kings
to serve us: the angels in heaven are servitors to the
_saints on earth.

8. Safety. God takes care of his servants; he
gives them a protection, Isa. xli. 9, 10. ¢ Thou art
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. my servant, fear not, I am with thee.” God hides
his servants. Psal. xxvii. 5. ¢ In the secret of his
tabernacle shall he hide me;’ that is, he shall keep
me safe, as in the most holy place of the sanctuary,
where none but the priests might enter. Christ’s
wings are both for healing and for hiding, Mal. iv.
2. for curing and securing us: the devil and his in-
struments would soon devour the servants of God,
if he did not set an invincible guard about them, and
cover them with the golden feathers of his protec-
tion, Psal. xci. 4. ¢TI am with thee, and no man
shall set on thee to hurt thee,” Acts xviii. 10. God’s
watchful eye is ever upon his people, and the ene-
mies shall not do the mischief they intend, they shall
not be destroyers, but physicians.

4. Gain. Atheists say, ¢ It is vain to serve God,
and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinan-
ces?” Mal. iii. 14. Besides the vails which God
© gives in this life (sweet peace of conscience) he re-
serves his best wine till last ; he gives a glorious
kingdom to his servants, Heb. xii. 28. The servants
of God may for a while be kept under and abused,
but they shall have preferment at last, John xii.-26.
¢ Where I am there shall my servant be.’

5. Assistance. Other masters cut out work for their
servants, but do not help them in their work ; but
our master in heaven doth not only give us work,
but strength, Psal. cxxxviii. 3. ¢ Thou strengthen-
edst me with strength in my soul.” God bids us serve
him, and he will enable us to serve him, Ezek.
xxxvi. 27. ¢ I will cause you to walk in my statutes.’
The Lord doth not only fit work for us, but fits us
for our work ; with his command he gives power.

6. Supplies. A master will not let his servants
want: God’s servants shall be provided for, Psal.
xxxvil. 8. ¢ Verily thou shalt be fed” Doth God
give us a Christ, and will he deny us a crust? Gen.
xlviii, 15. ¢ The God who hath fed me all my days:’
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If God doth not give us what we crave, he will give
us what we need: the wicked are fed, who are
dogs, Phil. iii. 2. If a man feeds his dog, sure he
will feed his servant: Oh then, who would not be
in love with God’s service? _

Motive 8. We are engaged to serve God; we are
¢ bought with a price,” 1 Cor. vi. 20. Itis a meta-
phor taken from such as do ransom- captives out of
prison by paying a sum of money for them, they
are to be at the service of him who ransomed them
so when the devil hath taken us prisoners, Christ
ransomed us with a price, not of money, but blood ;
therefore we are to be at his service: if any can lay
a better claim to us than Christ, we may serve them ;
but Christ having the best right to us, we are to
cleave to him, and enrol ourselves for ever in his
service,

I1. I pass to the second branch of this character.
A godly man is not the servant of men, 1 Cor. vii,
28. ¢ Be ye not the servants of men.’

Quest. But is there no service we owe to men?

Ans. There is a threefold serving of men.

1. There is a civil service we owe to men; as the
inferior to the superior : the servant is a living tool,
as one saith, Ephes. vi. 5, ¢ Servants obey your
masters.’ :

2. There is a religious service we owe to men,
when we are serviceable to their souls, 2 Cor. iv. 5.
¢ Your servants for Jesus’ sake.” .

8. There is a sinful serving of men; this consists
in three things. ’

1. When we prefer men’s injunctions before
God’s institutions; God commands one thing, man
commands another; God saith, sanctify the sabbath,
man saith, profane it; when men’s edicts have more
force upon us than God’s precepts, this is to be the
servants of men. ,

2. When we do voluntarily prostitute ourselves
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to the impure lusts of men; we let them lord it over
our consciences: when we are ductile and frameable
to any thing, either Arminian or Atheist, either for
the Gospel or the Alcoran, when we will be what
others will have us; just of Issachar’s temper, Gen.
xlix. 14. ¢ Isaachar is a strong ass, couching down
between two burdens.” This is not humility, but
sordidness, and it is a serving of men. .

8. When we are advocates in a bad cause, plead-
ing for any impieus, unjustifiable actings; when
we baptize sin with the name of religion, and with
our oratory wash the devil’s face ; this is to be the
servants of men: in these cases a godly person will
not so unman himself as to serve men: he saith as
Paul, Gal. i. 10. “If I pleased men I should not be
the servant of Christ.” And as Peter, Acts v. 23.
¢ We ought to obey God rather than men.’ :

Use. How many leagues distant are they from
godliness, who do either, for fear of punishment
or hope of preferment, comply with the sinful
commands of men, who will put their conscience
into any yoke, and sail with any wind that blows
profit; these are the servants of men; they have
abjured their baptismal vow, and renounced the
Lord that beught them.

He who is such a Proteus, who can change into
any form, and bow as low as hell to please men,
I would say two things to him.

1. Thou that. hast learned all thy postures, who
canst cringe and tack about, how wilt thou look
Christ in the face another day? When thou shalt
say upon thy death-bed, Lord, loek upon thy ser-
vant, Christ shall disclaim thee, and say, My ser-
vant! no, thou didst renounce my serviee, thou wert
a servant of men, depart from me, I krow you not.
What a cooling card will this be at that day?

2. What doth a man get by sinfully enslaving
himself? He gets a blot inhis name, a curse in his
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estate, an hell in his conscience, nay, even those
that he basely stooped to, will scorn and despise
- him. How did the high priests kick off Judas, Mat.
xxvii. 4. ¢ Look thou to that.’

That we may not be the servants of men, let us
abandon fear, Esther wiii. 17. and advance faith;
faith is a world-conquering grace, 1 John v. 4. It
overcomes the world’s music and furnace; it steels
a christian with divine courage, and makes him
stand immoveable, as a rock in the midst of the
sea.

Secr 7.

7. A godly man is a Christ-prizer. To illustrate
this, I shall show, : ~

1. That Jesus Christ is in himself precious.

2. That a godly man esteems him precious.

1. That Jesus Christ is in himself precious, 1 Pet.
ii. 6. ¢ Behold, I lay in Zion a chief corner-stone,
elect, precious.” Christ is compared to things most
precious. :

1. To a bundle of myrrh, Cant. i. 18. Myrrh is
very precious, it was one of the chief spices where-
of the holy anointing oil was made, Ex. xxx. 25.

1. Myrrh is of a perfuming nature; so Christ
perfumes our persons and services, that they are a
sweet odour to God; whence is it the church, that
heavenly bride, is so perfumed with grace, Cant. iii.
6. but because Christ, that myrrh-tree, hath drop-
ped upon her, ,

2. Myrrh is of an exhilarating nature; the smell
of it doth comfort and refresh the spirits ; so Christ
doth comfort the souls of his people, when they
fainting under their sins and sufferings. '

2. Christ is compared to a pearl, Mat. xiii. 46.
¢ When he had found one pearl of great price.’
Christ this pearl was little in regard of his humility, .
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but of infinite value. Jesus Christ is a pearl that
God wears in his own bosom ; a pearl, whose lus-
tre drowns the world’s glory ; a pearl that enrich-
eth the soul, the angelical part of man ; ‘a pearl that
enlightens heaven; a pearl so precious, that it
makes us precious to God; a pearl that is cordial
and restorative; a pearl more worth than heaven.
The preciousness of Christ is seen three ways.

1. He is precious in his person, he is the picture
of his Father’s glory, Heb. i. 3. '

2. Christ is precious in his offices, which are se-
veral rays of the Sun of Righteousness.

1. Christ’s prophetical office is precious. He is
the great oracle of heaven ; he hath a preciousness
above all the prophets which went before him ; he
teacheth not only the ear, but the heart; he whe
hath the key of David in his hand opened the heart
of Lydia, Acts xvi. 14.

2. Christ’s priestly office is precious: this is the
solid basis of our comfort, Heb, ix. 16. ¢ Now once
hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of
himself.” By virtue of this sacrifice, the soul may
%o to God with boldness; Lord, give me heaven,

hrist hath purchased it for me; he hung upon the
cross, that IP might sit upon the throne. Christ’s
blood and incense are the two hinges on which our
salvation turns. . ~

8. Christ’s regal office is precious, Rev. xix. 16.
¢ He hath on his vesture, and on his thigh, a name
written, King of kings, and Lord of lords. Christ
hath a pre-eminence above all other kings for ma-
jesty; he hath the highest throne, the richest crown,
the largest dominions, and the longest possession,
Heb. i. 8. ¢ Thy throne, O God, is for ever and
ever.” Though Christ hath many assessors, yet ne
successors. Christ sets up his sceptre where no other
king doth; he rules the will and affections; his
power binds the conscience: the angels take the
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oath of allegiance to him, Heb. i. 6; Christ’s king-
ship is seen in two royal acts.

1. In ruling his people. 2. In over-ruling his
enemies.

1. In ruling his people. He rules with clemency;
his regal rod hath honey at the end of it: Chnst
displays the ensign of mercy, which makes so many
volunteers run to his standard, Psal. cx. 3. Holi-
ness without mercy, and justice without mercy,
were dreadful; but mercy encourageth poor sin-
ners to trust in him.

2. In over-ruling his enemies. He pulls down
their pride, befools their policy, restrains their ma-
lice, Psal. Ixxvi. 10. ¢ The remainder of wrath shalt
thou restrain; or, as it is in the Hebrew, ¢ Thou
shalt girdle up.” That stone ¢cut out of the moun-
tain without hands, which smote the image,” Dan.
ii. 84. was an emblem, saith Austin, of Christ’s
monarchical power, conquering and triumphing
over his enemies.

8. Christ is precious in his benefits; by Christ
all dangers are removed, through Christ all mercies
are conveyed; in his blood flows justification, pur-
gation, fructification, pacification, adoption, per-
severance, glorification. " This will be matter of su-
blimest joy to eternity. We read, that those who
had passed over the sea of glass, stood with their
harps, and did sing the song of Moses and the Lamb,
Rev. xv. 2. So when the saints of God have passed
over the glassy sea of this world, they shall sing ha-
lelujahs to the Lamb, who hath redeemed them
from sin and hell, and hath translated them into
that glorious paradise, where they shall see God
for ever and ever.

2. The second thing to be illustrated is, that eve-
ry godly man doth set an high value and estimate
upon Christ, 1 Pet. ii. 7. < Unto you therefore who
believe, he is precious;’ in the Greek it is, an



420 THE CHARACTER OF

honour. Believers have an honourable esteem of’
Christ; the Psalmist speaks like one captivated with
Christ’s amazing beauty, Psal, Ixxiii. 25. ¢ There is
none upon earth that I desire besides thee.” He did
not say he had nothing ; he had many comforts on
earth, but he desired none but God; asif a wife
should say there is no one’s company she prizeth
like her husband’s.  How did David prize Christ,
Psal. xiv. 2. ¢ Thou art fairer than the Children of
men. The spouse in the Canticles looked upon
Christ as the Coriphaus, the most incomparable
one, Cant. v. 10. ¢ The chief among ten thousand.’
Christ outvies all others, Cant. ii. 8. ¢ As the apple-
tree among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved
among the sons.” Christ doth infinitely more excel
all the beauties and glories of this visible world,
than the apple-tree doth surpass the trees of the wild
forest. So did Paul prize Christ, that he made him
his chief study. 1 Cor. ii. 2. ¢I determined to
know nothing among you save Jesus Christ;” I
judged not any thing else of worth: Paul did best
know Christ, 1 Cor. ix. 1. ¢ Have I not seen Jesus
our Lord?” He saw him with his bodily eyes in a
. vision, when he was wrapped up into the third heav-
en, 2 Cor. xii. 2. and he saw him with the eye of
his faith, in the blessed supper, therefore he did best
know him ; and behold, how he did slight and vili-
prize other things, in comparison of Christ, Phil.
iii. 8. ¢ I count all things but loss, for the excellen-
cy of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.’
Gain he counted loss, and gold dung for Christ.
Indeed a godly person cannot choose but set an high
Ealuation upon Christ, he sees a fulness of worth in
im.

1. A fulness in regard of variety, Gal. ii. 3. ¢In
‘whom are hid all treasures.” No country hath all
commodities of its own growth; but Christ hath all
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kind of fulness; fulness of merit, of spirit, of lovve,-
he hath a treasurc adequate to all our waats.

2. A fulness in regard of deoree, Christ hath

not only a few drOpe, or rays, but is more full of
goodness than the sun is of light; he hath the ful-
ness of the Godhead, Col. ii. 9.
- 8. A fulness in regard of ‘duration: the fulness
in the creature, like the brooks of Arabia, is soon
dried up : but Christ’s fulness is inexhaustible, it xs
a fulness overflowing -and ever flowing. -

And this falness is for behevera. Christ i3, as
Luther saith,” a common treasury or magazine for
~the saints, Johm i. 16. ¢ Of his fulness have we all
received.” Set a glass under a still, and it receives
water out of the still, drop by- drop ; so those
who are united to Chnst have the dews and .drops
of his grace distilling upon them. Well then may
Christ be admired of all them that believe.

Use 1. Is a godly man an high prizer of Christ,
then what is to be thought of them who do not put
a value upon Christ, are they godly or no? Ther&are
four sorts of persons who do not prize Christ.

. The Jews. They believe not in Christ, 2 Cor.
tii. 15. Unto this day the veil is upon their heart:?
they expect a Messiah yet to come, as their own
Talmud reports ; they blaspheme Christ, they slight
'rlghteousness 1mputed they despise the virgin Mary,
calling her in derision Marah, which signifies bit~
terness: they vilify the gospel : they deny the chris-
tian sabbath; they have the Christians in abomine-
tion ; they hold it not lawful for a Jew to take phy-
sic of a Christian. Schecardus relates of one Bende-
ma a Jew, that being stung by a serpent, a Christian
came to heal him, but he refused his help, and
chose rather to die, than to be healed by a Christi-
an: so do the Jews hate Christ, and all that wear
his livery.

2. The Socinians, who acknow]ed«re only Christ’s
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humanity ; this is to make him below theangels;
for the human nature, simply considered, is inferior
to the angelical, Psalm viii. 5. .

3. Proud professors, who do not lay the whole
stress of their salvation upow Christ, but would
mingle their dross with his'gold, their duties with
his merits; this is to steal a jewel from Christ’s crown,
and implicitly to deny him to be a perfect Saviour.

4. Airy speculatists, who prefer the study of the
arts and sciences before Christ; not but that the
knowledge of these is commendable; Moses was
skilled in all the knowledge of the Egyptians. Aets
vii. 22. Human learning is of good use to prepare for
the study of better things ; as a coarser dye prepares
the cloth for a richer and deeper dye; but the fault
is when the study of Christ is neglected : the know-
ledge of Christ ought to have the pre-eminence. It
was uot sure without a mystery, that God suffered
- all Solomon’s writings about birds and plants to be
lost; but what be wrote about spiritual wisdom
hath been miraculously preserved; as if God would
teach us, that to know Christ (the true wisdom,
Prov. viii. 12.) is the crowning knowledge: one
leaf of this tree of life, will give us more comfort on
a death-bed, than the whole idea and platform of
human science. What is it to know all the motions
of the orbs, and influence of the stars, and in the
mean time to be ignorant of Christ, the bright
Morning Star? Rev. xxii. 16. What is it to undes-
stand the nature of minerals or precious stones, and
not to know Christ the true corner-stone, Is. xxviii.
16. It is an undervaluing, yea, despising of Christ,
when with the loadstone we draw iron and straw to
us, but neglect him who hath tried gold to give us,
Rev. iii. 18. .

Use. Isit the sign of a godly person to be a Christ
prizer? then let us try our godliness by this: do we
set an high estimation upon Chyist ? ‘
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Quest. ‘How shall we know that ?

. Answ. 1. If we are prizers of -Christ, then we
-prefer bim in,our ;judgments before ether -things.
‘We value Christ above honour and riches, the pearl
.of price lies mearest .aur heart; he awho prizeth
-Christ, esteems-the gleamings of Cbrist better.than
-the world’s vintage: he cqunts the worst things of
-Christ, better than the :best things of the world,
. Heb. xi. 26. « Esteeming the reproach of Christ
. .greater riches than the-treasures in Egypt.”” Andis
-it thus with us? is the-price of worldly things falen?
“Gregory Nazianzen .did solemnly -bless .God, that
e had any thing to lose for Chnist’s sake. Butalas,
“how few Nazianzens are to be found! You shall
hear some say, they-have honourable .thoughts of
-Christ, but they prize their land and estate above
ihim. The young man in the gospel preferred his
bags of gold before Christ: Judas walued thirty
pieces of silver above him. May it not be feared, if
an hour of trial come, there are many would ra-
ther renounce their baptism, and throw off Christ’s
Jivery, than hazard the loss of their earthly posses-

sions for him. -
2. If we are prigers of ‘Christ, we <cannot live
- without him; things which we value, we know not
how to be without: a man may live without music
but not without food. A child of God can want
health and friends, but he cannot want Christ: in
the absence of Christ he saith as Job, ¢I went
.nourning without the sun,” Job xxx. 28. I have
-the star-light of creature comforts, but I want the
Sun of Righteousness. Give me children, said Ra-
chel, or [ die, Gen. xxx. 1. So saith the soul,
Lord give me Christ, or I die; one drop of the
water of life to quench my thirst. Let us try by this,
do they prize Christ, who can make a shift well
enough to be without him? Give a child a rattle,
and it will not mind gold; if men have but world-
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ly accommodations, corn and wine, they can be well
enough content without Christ: Christ is a spiritual
rock, 1 Cor. x. 4. Let men have but oil in the
cruse, they care not for honey out of the rock. If
their trading be gone, they complain, but if God
takes away the gospel, which is the ark wherein
Christ the manna is hid, they are quiet and tame
enough. Do these prize Christ, who can sit down
content without him.

4. If we are prizers of Christ, then we shall not
grudge at auny pains to get him. He who prizeth
gold, will dig for it in the mine, Psal. Ixiii. 8. ¢« My
soul followeth hard after God.” Plutarch reports
of the Gauls, an ancient people in Irance, after
they had tasted the sweet wine of the ltalian grape,
they inquired after the country, and never rested
till they had arrived at it. He in whose eye Christ
is precious, never rests till he hath gotten Christ,
Cant. iii. 1, 2, 4. ¢I sought him whom my soul
loveth, I held bhim, and would not let him go”

Try by this, many say they have Christ in high -
veneration, but they are not industrious in the use
of means to obtain him. If Christ would drop as a
ripe figinto their mouths, they could be content to
have him, but they will not put themselves to too
much trouble to get him: doth he prize his health,
who will not put himself upon physic or exercise.

4. If we are prizers of Christ, then we take much
coniplacency in Christ: what joy doth a man take
in that which he counts his treasure? ‘He who priz-
eth Christ, makes him the head of liis joy : he can
delight in Christ, when other delights are gone,
‘Hab. iii. 17. ¢ Though the fig-tree doth not flourish,
yet I will rejoice in the Lord.” Though a flower in
a man’s garden die, yet he can delight in his mon-
ney and jewels: he who esteems Christ, can solace
himself-in Christ, when there is an autumn upon
all other comforts.. : " :
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: 5. If we:ave prizers of Christ,” then we will part
aith our dearest lusts for him. Paul saith of the Ga-
iatians, they did so esteem him, that they were rea-
dy to have pulled out their.own eyes, and have gi-
ven him, Gal. iv. 15. He who esteems Christ, will
~ pull out that Just which is his right eye. A wise man
will throw away a poison for a cordial ; he who sets
an high value upon Christ, will part with his pride,
anjust gain, sinful passions; he will set his feet up-
on the neck of his sins, - Josh. x. 24.

Try by this, how they can be said to prize Chnst,
awho will not leave a vanity for him; not a spot in
the face, not an oath, not an mtemperate cup : what
a scorn and contempt do they put upon the Lord
Jesus, whe prefer a dammng lust before a saving
Christ ?

6. If we are prizers of Christ, we shall think we
. cannot have him at too dear a rate. We may buy
gold too dear, but we cannot purchase Christ too
dear; though we part with our blood for him, it is
mno dear bargain: the apostles rejoiced that they
were graced so much, as to be disgraced for Christ.
“They esteemed their fetters more precious than
bracelsts of gold ; let not him say he prizeth Christ,
who refuseth.to bea1 his cross, Matt. xii. 11. ¢ When
persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by
‘he is offended.””

7. If we are prizers of Christ, we will be willing
to help others to a part in him; that which we
esteem excellent, we are desirous our friend should
have a share in: if a man hath found a spring of
_ water, he will call others that they may drink, and
satisfy their thirst. Do we commend Christ to
others? Do we take them by the hand, and lead
them to Christ? This shows how few prize Christ,
because they strive not more that their relations
- should have a part in him: they get land and riches
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for their posterity, but have no care to'leave them
the pearl of price for their portion.

8. If we are prizers of Christ, then we prize him
in health as well as in sickness; when we are enlar-
ged, as well as when we are straiteued ; a friend is
prized at all times; the rose of Sharom is always
sweet. He who values a Saviour aright, hath as pre-
«cious thoughts of him in a day of presperity, as in
a day of adversity. Thewicked make use of Christ
only when they are in straits; as the elders of Gi-
lead went to Jepthah when they were in distress,
Judges xi. 7. Themistocles complained of the Athe-
nians, that they ran to him but as to a tree, te shel-
ter them in a storm: sinners desire Christ enly for
a shelter. The Hebrews never chose their Judges,
but when they were in som: imminent dangers;
godless persons never look after Christ but at death,
when they are in danger of hell.

Use 8. As we would evidence #o the werld.that
-we have the impress of godliness on us, let.us be
prizers of Jesus Christ; he is elect, precious: Christ
18 the wonder of beauty. Pliny saith of the mulber-
1y tree, there is nothing in it but what is medicinal
.and useful, the fruit, leaves, bark; so there is no-
thing in Christ but what is precious; his name is
precious, his virtues precious, his blood precious.

O then, let us have endearing thoughts of Christ ;
Jet him-be accounted our chief treasure and delight
~ this is the reason why millions perish, because they
do not prize Christ. Christ is the door by which
anen are to enter into heaven, John x. 9. If they do

not know this door, or are so proud that they will
not stoep to go in at it, how cam they be saved?
That we may have Christ-admiting thoughts, let us
considey, A
1. We cannot prize Christ at two high a rate;
.we may prize other things' above their worth, . that
is .our sin; we commonly over-rate the creature;
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we think there is more in it than there 1s; therefore
God withers our gourd, beeause we over-prize it.
‘Bus we eannot raise our esteem high enough of
Christ, he is beyond all value: there is no ruby or
diamond but the jeweller can set a just price upon
it, he can say it is worth so much, and no more;
but Christ’s worth can never be fully known: no
seraphim eam set a due value on himj; his are un-
searchable riches, Eph. . 8.- Christ is more preci-
ous thanm the soul, than the angels, than heaven.

2. Jesus €hrist hath highly prized us: he took
our flesh wpen him, he made his soul an offering
for us. How precious was our salvation to Christ ?
shall net we prize and adore him, who hath put
such a value upon us.

8. Not to prize Christ is high imprudenee ; Christ
is our guide to glory ; it is folly for a man to slight
his guide ; he is our physician, it is folly to despise
our physician.

What, to set light by Christ for things of no va-
lue? Matt. xxiii. 17. ¢ Ye fools and blind.” How is
a fool tried, but by shewing him an apple and a
glece of gold, if he choose the apple before the gold, -

is judged to be a fool, and his estate is begged :
how many such ideots are there, who prefer husks
before manna, the gaudy empty things of this life
before the Prince of glory, will not Satan beg them
at last for fools?
- 4. Such as slight Christ now, and say, There is
no beauty in him that he should be desired; there
is a day shortly coming .when Christ will as much
slight them ; he will set as light by them as they do
by him; he will say, ¢ I know you not,” Luke xiii.
27. What a slighting word will that be, when men
shall cry, Lord Jesus save us, and he shall say, I
was offered to you, but ¢ you would none of me;’
you scorned me, and now I will set light by you,
and your salvation: ¢ Depart from me, I know you
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not.” This is all that sinners get by rejecting the
Lord of life ; Christ will slight them at the day of .

judgment, who have slighted him in the day of
grace. .

Sker. 8.

8. A gedly man is an evangelical weeper. Da-
vid did sometimes sing with his harp, and some- -
times the organ of his eye did weep, Psal. vi. 6. < f
“water my couch with tears.” Christ calls his spouse
his dove, Cant. ii. 14. The dove is a weeping crea-
ture: grace dissolves and liquifies the soul, causing
a spiritual thaw ; the sorrow of the heart runs out
at the eye. -

The {labbins report, that the same night that
Israel departed out of Egypt towards Canaan, .all
the idols of Egypt were broken down by lightning
and earthquake ; so at that very time men go forth
out of their natural condition towards heaven, alf
the idols of sin in the heart must be broken down
- by repentance. A meliing heart is the chief branch
of the covenant of grace, and the product of the
Spirit, Zech. xii. 10. ¢ I will pour upon the house

David the spirit of grace, and they shall look on
me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn
for him.’ :

Quest. But why is a godly man a weeper? Is not
gin pardoned, which is the ground of joy? Hath not
he had a transforming work upon his heart? why
then doth he weep ? v '

Ans. A godly man finds matter enough of weep-
ing.

g1. He weeps for the in-being of sin, the law in
his members, the ebullitions, and first risings of
sin; his nature is a poisoned fountain. A regene-
rate person grieves that he carries that about him
which is enmity to God ; his heart is like the wide
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sea, wherein there are ereeping things innumerable ;
vain sinful thoughts; a child of God laments hid-
den wickedness, he hath more evil in him than he"
knows of..- There ‘are those meanders in his heart
which he cannot trace; an unknown world of sin,
Psal. xix. 12. ¢ Who can understand his errors?*
" 2. A godly man weeps for the adherency of cor-
ruption ; if he could get rid of sin, there were some
comfort, but he canmot shake off this viper. Sin
cleaves to him as the Ieprosy to the wall, Lev. xiv.
39. Though a child OF God forsakes his sin, yet
sin® will not forsake him, Dan. vii. 12’ ¢ Concern-
ing the rest of the beasts, they had their dominion
taken away, yet their lives were prolonged for a
season.” So, though the dominion of sin istaken a-
way, yet the life of it is prolonged for a season ; and
while sin lives it molests. The Persians were daily e-
nemies to the Romans, and would be invading up-
on their frontiers : so sin wars against the soul, 1 Pet.
ii. 7. and no cessation of arms till death; will not
_ this cause tears? , ) -

8. A child of God weeps that he is sometimes o-
vercome by the prevalency of corruption, Rom. vii.
19. ¢ The evil 1 would not, that do I.” Paul was
like a man carried down the stream: liow oft is a
saint overpowered with pride and passion! When
David had sinned, he steeped his soul in the brinish
tears of repentance. It cannot but grieve a regene-
rate person to think he should be so foolish, as after
he hath felt the smart of sin, yet to put this fire in
his bosem again. ' L

4. A godly heart grieves that he cannot be more
holy ; it troubles him that he shoots so short of the
rule and standard which God hath set. I should,
saith he, love the Lord with all my heart; but how-
defective is my love? How far short do I come of
what I should be, nay, of what I might have been ?

’ 31 ' c 11 .
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What can I see in my life, but either blanks or
blots ?

5. A godly man weeps sometimes ;' out of the
'sense of God’s love. Gold is the finest and most so-
lid of all metals, yet is soonest melted with the fire ;.
gracious hearts, which are golden hearts;. are. th'e
soonest melted into tears by the fire of God’s love.
I once knew an holy man, .who walking in his gar-
den, and shedding plenty of tears, a friend coming
to him accidentally, asked him why he wept? He
brake forth into this pathetic expression, O the love:
of Christ, the love of Christ. 'Fhus have we seen
the cloud melted into water by the sun beams:

6. A godly person weeps, because the sins he

commits are in some sense worse than the sins of
other men; the sin of a justified person is very
odious:
. 1. Because he acts contrary to his own princi-
ples; he doth not only sin against the rule; but a-
gainst his. principles, against his knowledge, vows,
prayers, hopes, experiences; "he knows how dear
sin’ will cost him, yet he adventures. upon the for-
bidden fruit.

2. The sin of a justified person is od\ous, because
it is a sin of unkindness, 2 Kings xi. 9.. Peter’s de-
nying of Christ was'a sin against love: Christ had
enrojled him-among the arpoqtles, he had taken him
vp into the mount of transﬁguratlon, -and shewed -
him the glory of heaven in a vision, yet after alk
this signal mercy, that he should deny Christ, it
was high ingratitude. This made him go. out andt
weep bltterly, Mat. xxvi. 75. he baptrzed “himself,
as it were in his own tears. 'Fhe sins of the godly
go nearest to God’s heart; other sins anger God,
these grieve him; the sins of the wicked pierce
Christ’s sides, the sins of the godly wound his heart 5
the unkindness of a spouse- goes nearest the hedrt of
her husband.
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8. The sin-of a justified person is odieus, because’
sit-reflects more dishonour upon God, 2 Sam: xii.
14. ¢ By this deed, thou hast given occasion to the:
cnemies of the: 'Lord to blaspheme.” "The sins oft
God’s people put black spots in the face of wreligion.
hus we see what -cause there is, why a child of

God should weep even after conversion. - .

. Now this sorrow. of a godly man for sin, is. not a
despairing -serrow; he- doth not mourn without
hope, Psal. Ixv. 8. ¢ Iniquities prevail against me.
There-isthe holy soul weeping; as for our trans-
gressions thou shalt purge them away 3 there is faith
triumphing.

Divine sorrow is. excellent; there ds as much dif>
ference between the sorrow of a godly man and a
wicked, as between the water of a spring which.ds
© clear and sweet, and the water of the sea which -is
salt and brackish. A godly man’s serrow hath these
 three qualifications, ,

1. Itis internal, it is a sorrow of seul hypocrntes
disfigure their faces, Mat. vi. 16. Godly SOITOW

goes deep, it is a pricking at the heart, Acts. ii. 37. ~
True sorrow is a spiritual martyrdom, therefore cal-
ded soul-affliction, Lev. xxiii. 29.

2. Godly sorrowsis ingenuous’; it is more for the
evil that is in sin, than:the evil which folows after ;
it is more for the spot than the sting: hypocntes

~weep for sin only as it brings affliction. I have read
of a fountain that never sends forth streams but the
-evening before a famine: hypocrites never send
farth: the streams of their tears but when (xod’

: Judgments are approaching.

"~ 8.-Godly sorrow is influential ; it makes the heart

hetter, Eccles. vi. 8. ¢ By the sadness of the coun-
tenance the heart is made better.” Divine tears do
not only wet, but wash, they purge out the love

of sin. .

Use. How far are they from bemg godly, who |
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scarce ever-shed a tear for sinz if they lose a near
relation, they weep, but though they are in danger
of losing God and theif souls, they- weep not. How
few know what it is to be in an agony for sin, or
what a broken heart means; their eyes are not like
the fish-pools of Heshbon, full of water; but rather
like the mountains of Gilboa, which had no dew
upon them. It was a greater plague for Pharaoh to
have his heart turned into stone, than to have his
rivers turned into blood.

Others, if they do sometimes shed a tear, yet
they are never the better, they go on in wickedness
and do not drown their sins in their tears.

* Use 2. Let us labour for this divine character, be
weepers. ‘This is a repentance not to be repented
of. It is reparted of D?:;e Bradford the martyr, that
he was of so melting a spirit, that he seldom sat
down to his meat but same tears trickled down his
cheeks. There are two lavers to wash away sin,
blood and tears; the blood of Christ washeth away
the guilt of sin, tears wash away the filth ; repent.
ing tears are precious, God puts them in his bottle.
They are beautifying ; a tear in the eye doth more
adorn than a ring on the finger; oil makes the face
to shine, tears make the heart to shine; tears are
comforting ; a sinner’s mirth turps to melancholy,
A saint’s mourning turns to music. Repentance may
‘be compared to myrrh, whieh though it be bitter to
the taste, it is comforting to the spirits ; repentance
may be bitter to the fleshly part, but it is most re-
Areshing to the spiritual. Wax that melts is fit for
the seal: a melting soulis fit to take the stamp of
all heavenly blessings; let us give Christ the water
gfl' o:ixr tears, and he will give us the wine of his

ood. : N

.
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\

Secr. 9 |

. 9. A godly man is-a lover of the word, Ps. cxix.
G7. < O how love I'thy law !
1. A godly man loves the word written. Chry-
. sostom «conpares the scripture to a garden set with
knots and flowers. A godly man delights to walk
in this garden, and sweetly solace himself; he loves~
every branch and parcel of the word. g
1. He loves the counselling part of the word, as
it is a directory and a rule of life:z the word is the
mercurial statue which points us to our duty; it
containsin it.credenda et facienda, things to be be-
lieved and practised. A godly man loves the aphor-
isms of the word. ' .
- 2. A godly man loves the minatory part of the

word. Lhe scripture, like the garden of Eden, as-it

hath a tree of life in it, so it hath a flaming sword
at the gates of it; this is the threatemng of the
word ; it flasheth fire in the face of every person
- that goes on obstinately in wickedness, Psalm Ixviii.
21. * God sball wound the hairy scalp of such an
one, as gaes on still in his tresspasses.” The word .
gives no indulgenee to evil; it will net let a man
- halt between sin and God: the triie mother would
not let the child be divided, and God will not have
the heart divided. The word thunders out threaten-
ings against the very appearance of evil; it is like
that flying roll full of curses, Zech. v. 8. ’
- A godly man loves the menaces of the word, he
knows there is love in every threatening; God -
~ would not have us perish, therefore doth mercifully
“‘threaten us, that he may scare us from sin: God’s
threatenings are as the sea mark, which shows the
rocks in the sea,»and threateneth death to such as
come near ; the threatening is a curbing bit to check

MRS
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us that we may not run in a full career to hell;
there is a mercy in every. threatening. :

3. A godly man loves the consolatory part of the

" word, the. promises; he goes feeding upon these,
as Samson went on his way eating the honey-comb.
The promises are-all marrow and sweetness; they
are our bezoar-stene when we are fainting, they are
the cenduits of the water of life, Psal. xciv. 29.
¢ In the multitude .of my thoughts within me, thy
comforts delight my soul.” The promises were Da-
vid’s harp .to drive away sad thoughts; they were
;c]l}e breasts which milked out divine .consolatien -te .

im.

A godly man shews his love to'the word written.

- 1. By diligent reading of it: the noble Bereans
did search the scriptures daily, Acts. sxvii. 1L
Apollos was mighty in the scriptures. The word
is our magna.chanta for heaven, we sheuld be daily
reading over this charter. The word shews what 1s
¢ruth, and what is error; it is the field where the
pearl of price is hid: how should we dig for this
pearl! A godly man’s heart is the kbrary to hold
the word of God, it dwells richly in him. It is re-

. ported of Melancthon, that when he was young,
he carried the Bible always about him, and did
~greedily read in it. The word hath a double work,
to teach us, and to judge us=: they that will not be
-taught by the wonf, shall be judged by the word.-
+Oh let us make the scripture familiar to us! What if
it should be as in the time of Dioclesian, who com-
‘manded by proclamation the Bible to be burneds -
" or as in queen Mary’s days, wherein it was death
. to have a Bible in English; by diligent convers-
ing with scripture, we may carry a Bible in our

head. » ‘ '
2. A godly man shews his love to the word, by
frequent meditating in it, Psal. cxix. 97. ¢ It is my
meditation all the day.” A pious soul meditates of
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she verity and sanctity of the word; he hath not
only a few transient thoughts, but lays his mind a
steeping in the scripture: by meditation he:sucks
from this sweet flower, .and: concocts hely: truth in
his mind. : o .
+ 8. He shews his love to.the word by.delighting
in it, it is his recreation, Jer. xv..16. ¢ Thy words
were. found, and I did eat them, and thy word was
unte me the joy and rejoicing of my heart.” Never
did a man take such delight in a dish that he loved,
as the prophet did in the word. And indeed, how
can a saint choose but take great complacency in the
word, because all that ever he hopes to be worth
is contained in it? Deoth net a son take pleasurein
seading over his father’s will and testament, where
lie makes a conveyance of his estate to him?

4. He shews his love to the word, by hiding it,
Psal. cxix. 11. ¢ Thy word have 1 hid in my heart;’
as one hides a treasure that it should not be stolen
away. The word is the jewel, the heart is the ca-
binet where it must be locked up ; many hide the
word in their memory but not in. their heart. And
why would David enclose the word in his heart?
¢ ’I?lllat I might be kept from sinning against thee.’
As one would carry an antidote about him when
he comes to an infected place; so a godly man car-
ries the word in his heart as a spiritual antidote to
preserve him from the infeetion of sin: why have
.30 many been poisoned with error, others with mo-
ral vice, but because they have not hid the word
as an holy antidote in their heart.

5. He shews his love to the word by defending it';
a wise man will not let his land be taken from %xim,
but will defend his title. David looked upon the
word ‘as his land of inheritance, Psal. cxix. 111.
¢ Thy testimonies have I taken as an heritage for
ever.” And do you think he would let his inheri
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tance be wrested out of his hands? A godly man
will not .only dispute for the word, but die for it,
Rev. vi. 9. ‘I saw under the altar the souls of them
that were slain for the word of God.” - .

6. He shews his love to the word, by preferring
it above things most precious. 1. Above food, Job
xxiii. 12. ¢ I have esteemed the words of his mouth
above my necessary food.” 2. Above riches, Psalm
cxix. 72. ¢ The law of thy mouth is better unto me °
than thousands of gold and silver.” 3. Above world-
ly honour. Memorable s the story of king Edward
the sixth, who upon the day of his coromation,
when they presented before him three swords, signi-
fying to him that he was manarch of three king-

oms; the king said, There is yet one sword
wanting ; being asked what that was? he answered,
. the Holy Bible, which is the sword of the Spirit,
and is to be preferred before these ensigns of -TOY-
alt » ' '
';. He shews his love to the word, by talking of
it, Psal. cxix. 172. ¢ My tongue shall speak of thy
word.” As a covetous man is talking of his rich pur.
chase, so a godly man is speaking of the word®
* what a treasure it is, how full of beauty and sna-
~vity; they whose mouths the devil hath gagged,
- who never speak of God’s word, it is a sign they
never reaped any good by it. - :

8. He shews his love to the word, by conform-
ing to it: the word is his sun dial, by which he.
sets his life, the balance in which he weighs his
actions; he copies out the 'word in his daily walk,
2 Tim. iv. 7. ¢ I have kept the faith.’ Paul kept
the doctrine of faith, and lived the life of faith.

Quest. Why is a godly man a lover of the word ?

Ans. 1. Because of the excellency of the word. |

‘1. The word written is our pillar of fire to guide
us; it shews us what rocks we are to avoid:' it is
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the chart-by which we sail to the New Jernsalem. -

2. The word is a spiritual optic glass, thropgh
which we may see our-own hearts :- the glass of na-

" ture whiich the hedthen had, discovered spots.in

“their conversation, :but this glass discovers apots.in
the imagination ; that glass_disovered the spots: of .
their unrighteousnéss, this discovers the apots of ous
righteousniess, Rom. vii, 9. ¢ When:the: command,
ment- came, sin revived, and 1 dieds’. when: the .
word came as a glass, all my opiuion of self-zighte,
ousness:died. - T /.} AR MR )

8. The word of God: is a soverdign: eomfort in
distress ; while we follow this clond, the.rock. fol- -

- lows' us, ‘Psal. cxix. 50. ¢ This is my: eonpfort..in
my affliction, for: thy word bath quickéned .mef

- Christ is' the fountain ‘of living: watety. the word .ip

the: ‘golden pipe through'which it ruas; . what..can
revive at the hour of ‘death, butthe word of Jife,
Philo i, #6.:.. .. .
1. A ‘godly man:ldves.the word, because of the
efficacy it iath had wpon him, this daysstar bath
nsen in: his heart, and vshered in the Sun of Right-

. eousness, .. B L T A RO R A v/.»;,,f
- 2. A godly man loves the word preached, whick
is a commentary upon the word writtens the serip-

tures-are the sovereign oils and balsams, the preach-

- ing of the word is ‘the ! pouring of them out: the
scriptures are the precious spices, the:preaching of-
the word isthe beating of these spices, which caus-

‘eth a wonderful fragrancy and delight, The word
preached is the Yod of God’s strength, Psal. ¢x. 2.
and the breath of his lips, Isa. xi. 4. What was once
said of the city of Thebes, that it was built ‘l))}' the
-sound of Amphius’ harp, is much more true of soul
conversion, it is built by the sound of the gospel
“harp ; therefore the preaching of the word is called,

~ ¢ the pewer of God to salvation,” 1 Cor. i. 24¢. By

this, Christ is said, (now) to speak to us from 'hea-
: ’ 3x 12

- -
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ven, Heb. xii. 25. This ministry of the word is to
be referred before the ministry of angels.

X y man loves the word preached, - partly
ﬁ'om the fgood he hath found byit: he hath felt
the dew fall with this manna; ‘and partly because-
of God’s institution ; the Lord hath appointed this
ordmance to save him ; the king’s image makes the
coin go current; the stamp of divine authonty up-
on' the word preached, makes it an engine condu-
cible to mer’s salvation.

Use Let us try by this character, whether we are
godly, are we lovers of the word?. ;
© 21."Do.we love the word written ? What sums of
money did the martyrs give for a few leaves of the
Blble ? Do we mal{e the word our familiar? As
‘Moses had often the rod of God in- his hand, so
should we -have the book of God in our hand :
when we. want direction, do we consult with this
sacred oracle? When we find corruptions strong,
‘do we make use ‘of this sword of the Spirit to hew
them down? When we are disconsolate, do we go
to this aquavite bottle for comfort? Then. we are
lovers of the word! But alas, how can they say
they love the seriptures, who are seldom conversant
~ inthem? their eyes begin to be sore when they look

pon a Bible : tZe two testaments are hung by like
‘rusty ‘armour,’ which is seldom.or ever made use
lof:. the Lord wrote the law with his own finger, but -
though God took pains to wirite, men will not: take
‘paitts to read ; they had rather look: upon a pack of
-cards than upon a Bible. '
2. Do we love the word preached? Do we prize

‘it in our judgments? Do we receive it into our
_hearts? - Do we fear the loss of the word preached,
~ “more than the loss of peace and trading? Isit the
-removal of the ark that troubles us?

Again, do we attend the word with reverential
dev otnon? When the judge i is gwmg his charge up-

‘
-
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oir the bench all attend, -when the: word is preach-
ed, the great God is giving us. ‘his charge, do we
hsten to it as to a matter of life and death ?:- This is
a good sign we love the word.

Again, do we love the sanctity of the word? The
word preached is to beat down sin, and advance hov
liness: do we love it for its spirituality and purity
Many love the word preached only for its eloquence
and, notion ; they come to:a sermon as to-a musics
lecture, or as to a garden to ‘pick flowers, but not

- to have their lusts subdued, or their hearts better-
ed: these are like a foolish woman, which pamts
her face, but neglects her health,
~ Again, do we love the convictions of the word?
Do we leve the word whén it comes home to our

- conscience, and shoots its arrows of reproof. at our

sins? It is the minister’s duty sometimes to reprdve t

he that can give smooth words in the pu ({nt, but .

with'a
fine hilt, withont an edge, ¢ Rebuke them sharply,”

Tit. ii, 15. 'Dip the nail .in oil, reprove in love,

knows not how to reprove, is like a swor

strike the nail home. Now Chnstlaw, when the word

{oucheth upon thy sin, and saith, ¢ Thou art the’

man,’ dostthou love the reproof? Canst thou bless
-God that the sword of the Spirit hath divided be-
tween thee and thy lusts? This is indeed 3 sign of
grace, and shews thow art a lover of the word.

A corrupt heart loves the comforts of the word
. but not the reproofs, ¢ they hate him that- rebuk-
eth in the gate,” Amosv. 10. Like venomous crea.

‘tures, that upon the least touch.spit poison, Acts

vii; 54. ¢ When they heard these things they were
“cut to the heart, and gnashed upon him with their
teeth.” - When Stephen touched them to the qmek
they were mad-and could not endure it:" -+ -
Quest. How shall we know that we- lovei the ré-
proofs of - the word ?
Answ. 1, When we désn‘e to sit under an heartv
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searching nfinistry ; who cares for physic that .will
pot work? A godly man chooseth not to sit under
such a ministry as will mot work upon his con-
science, ' ‘ -
4, When we¢ pray that the word may meet with
" onm sins; if there be any traitorous lust got into the
heart; we would have it- found out, and execution -
done upon it; we would not have sin covered, but
cured; we can open our breast to the bullet of the
word, and say, Lord, smite this sin, ‘ b,
. -8. When we are thaokful for a reproof, Psalm
exli. 5. ¢ Let the righteous smite me, -it shall be a
kindness, and let him reprove me, it shall be an ex-
cellent oil which shall not break my head.” David
was glad of a repioof. Supppse a man were in the
mouth of a lion, and another should shoot the lion
and save the man, would he not be thankful? -So,
when we are in the mouth of sin, as of a lion, and
the minister by a reproof shoots this sin to death,
shall not we be thankful? A gracious soul rejoiceth:
when the sharp lanice of the word hath let out his im.
posthume; he wears a reproof as a jewel on his ear,
. -Prov, xxv. 12. ¢ As an ear.ring of gold, so.is a re-
- ;prover on an obedient ear.’ To conclude, itis con-
vihcing preaching that must.do the soul good; a
- ‘nipping reproof prepares for comfort, as a nipping
frost prepares for the sweet flowers of spring,

SR - 8ECcT! 10,

.10, A godly man hath the’ Spirit of God residing

- «in-him, 2 Tim. i. 14. ¢ The Holy Ghost which; dwell-

~eth:in us,’ Gal, ivi 6. The schoolmen move the ques-
.tiep, whethes a man receives the. Holy Ghost him. -

self or no? - Montanus held that the godly have so

-God"s Spirit in them that they partake of his essence,

and are become one person with himself ;. but. this

R Y
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amounts to no less than blasphemy ; then'it would
follow, that every saint were to be worshipped.

I conceive the Spirit is in the godly per modum
influzus, they have the presence, and receive the sa-
cred influences of it. When the sun comes into a
room, ‘not the body of the sun is there, but the
beams that sparkle from it. Indeed, some divines
have theught that the godly have more than the in-

flux- of the Spirit, .though to say how, it is more, is
inéffable, -and is fitter for some seraphic pen to de-
scribe than mine, The Spirit of God discovers it-
self in"a gracious soul two ways, .
- 1. By its motions. These are some of that sweet
perfume the Spirit breathes upon the heart, where-
by it is raised into a kind of angelical frame, :

2. The Spirit discovers itself in the godly by its
-virtues. These are various, .

1. God’s Spirit hath a teaching virtue, the Spirit

. teacheth convincingly, John xvi. 8. It doth s0 teach
" as it doth persuade. s
2. God’s Spirit hath a sanctifying virtue, the
heart naturally is polluted, but when the Spirit
tomes into it, it works sin out, and grace in. The
Spirit of God was represented by the dove," an em.”
blem of purity; the Spirit makes the heart a temple
for pureness, and a paradise for pleasantness, The
holy.oil of consecration, was nothing else but a pre-
figuring of the Spiritt the Spirit sanctifies a man’s
fancy; causing it to mint holy meditations ; it sanc.
tifies' his will, biassing it to good: so that now it .
shall be as delightful to serve God, as before it was
to sin against him: sweet powders perfume the lin-
en; so God’s Spirit in a man perfumes him with
holiness, and makes his heart'a map of heaven.

- 8. God’s Spirit hath a vivifying virtue, ¢ The Spi-

rit-giveth life,” John vi. 68. - As the blowing in an
organ makes it sound, so the breathieg of the’SJ)irit
‘causeth life and -motion.” When the prophet Elijah

N
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stretched himself upon the dead child, it revived’;
so God’s Spirit stretching itself upon the soul infus-
eth life into it. L

As our life, so our liveliness is from the Spirit’s
- operation, ¢ The Spirit lifted me up,” Ezek. ii. 14.
When the heart is bowed down, and is listless to
duty, the Spirit of God lifts it up, it puts a sharp
edge upon the affections, it makes love ardent, h«
lively ; the Spirit takes off the weights of the soul,
and gives it wings, ¢ Or ever I was aware, my soul
made .me like the chariots of Amminadab,’ Cant.
vi. 12. The wheels of the soul were before pulled
off, and it did drive on heavily, but when the Spi-
rit of God possesseth a man, now he runs swiftly -
{in the ways of God, and his soul is as the chariots
of Amminatab. Co

4. God’s Spirit hath a jurisdictive virtue, it rules
and -governs; God’s Spirit sits paramount in the
soul, it gives check to the violence of corruption;
it will not suffer a man to be vain and loose as®
others: the Spirit of God will not be put out of office,
it exerciseth its authority over the heart, ¢ Bring-
" ing every thought to the.obedience of Christ,’ 2

Cor. x. 5. T : ,

5. The Spirit hath a mollif'yintgt virtue; therefore
it is compared to fire which softens the wax : the
Spirit turns flint into flesh, Ezek. xxxvi. 26. ‘I
will give you an heart of flesh.” How shall this be
effected ? ver, 27. ¢ I will put my Spirit within you.”
While the heart is hard, it lies like a log, and is
not wrought upon either with judgments or mer-
cies, but when God’s Spirit comes in, it makes a
man’s heart as tender as his eye, and now it is made
yielding to divine impressions. ‘

6. The Spirit of God hath a corroborating vir-
tue, it infuseth strength and assistance for work, it
is a *Spirit-of power,” God’s Spirit carries a man a-
bove himself, ¢ Strengthened with might by his Spi-’
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ritin the inner maun,” Eph. iii. 16. The Spirit con-
firms faith, animates courage, it lifts at one end of
the cross, and makes it lighter to be borne; the Spi-
rit gives not only a sufficiency of strength but a re-
dundancy. ,

Quest. How shall we know. whether we a¢t in the
strength of God’s Spirit, or in.the strength of our:
own abilities ? _ BV

Answ. 1. When we do humbly cast ourselves

“upon God for assistance ; as David going out against
Goliah, did cast himself upon God for help, 1 Sam.
xvii. 45. ¢1 come to thee in the name of the Lord.” -
2. When our duties are divinely qualified, we do
them with pure aims. 3. When we have found:
God- going along with us, we_ giveé him the glory
of all. This doth clearly. evinee, that the duty was
carried on by the strength of God’s Spirit, more
than by any innate abilities of our own. . .. ,

- 7. . God’s Spirit hath a comforting virtue; dis«

' consolacy may arise in a gracious heart ; as'the hea-
ven, though it be a bright lucid body, yet hath in-
terposition of clouds; this sadness is caused usually
through the malice of Satan, who, if he cannot de-
stroy us, he will disturb us, but God’s Spirit with-
in ns_doth sweetly cheer and revive; he is called
the Comforter, these comforts are real and infalli-
ble; hence it is called the seal of the Spirit, Eph.

ic 13. When:a deed is sealed, it is firm and un-

questionable ; so when a Christian hath the seal of
the S‘l)liarxit' his comforts are confirmed : every godly

1ath these revivings of the Spirit in some de-
gree, he hath the seminals and initials of joy,

‘though the flower be not fully ripe and blown.

Quest. How doth the Spint give comfort ?

.. Answ. 1. By shewing us that we are in a state of
grace: a Christian cannot always see his:riches; the
work of grace may be written in the heart like

- short hang, which a Christian cannot read: the Spi-
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rit gives him a key to open these dark characters,
and spell out his adoption, whereupon he hath joy
and peace, 1 Cor. ii. 12, ¢ We have received the
Spirit which is of God, that we might know the
things which are freely given to us of God.”

2. The Spirit comforts, by giving us some rav-
ishing apprehensions of God’s love, Rom. v. §.
'The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Ghost. God’s love is a box of precious
ointment, and it is only the Spirit can break open
this box, and fill us with the sweet perfume of it. -

8. The Spirit comforts,” by carrying us to-the
blood of Christ ;- as when a man is weary and ready
to faint, carry him to the water, and he is refresh.
ed: so, when we are fainting under the burden of
sin, the Spirit carries us to the fountain of Christ’s
bleod, Zech. xii. 1. ¢ In that day there shall be a
fountain opened,” &c. The Spirit enables us to'drink
the waters of justification which run out of Christ’s
sides: the Spirit applies whatever -Christ bath pur-
~chashed, it shows us that our 8ins are done away in

Chnrist, and though we are spotted in ourselves, wé
are undefiled in our head. - : :

4." The Spirit comforts, by enabling' conscience
to comfort; the child must be tanght before it can
speak : ' the Spirit opens the mouth of conscience,
and helps it to speak, and witness toa man that his
estate is good, whereupon he begins to receive com-*
fort, Rom. xi. 2. My consciencé bearing -me wit-
ness in the Holy Ghost. Conscience draws up a cer-
tificate for a man, then the Holy Ghost comes and
sets his hand to the certificate. s

5. The Spirit conveys the oil of joy through two
golden pipes, 1. The ordinances. 2. The promises.

1. The ordinancés: As Christ in his prayer had
his countenance changed, Luke ix. 29. there was
a glorious lustre upon his face; so often in the use
of holy ordinances, the godly have such raptures

N

AY
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of joy, and soul-transfigurations, that they have
been carried above the world and despised all things
_ below. v o :
2. The promises: The promises are comfortable
1. For their sureness, Rom. iv. 16.'God in the pro«
mises hath laid down his truth-to pawn. 2. For
their suitableness, being calculated for every chris~
tian’s condition. The promises are like a physics
. garden, theré is no digease but some herb may be
found there to cure it; but the promises of thems
selves cannot comfort, only the Spirit enables us to
suck those honey.combs; the promises are like a
limbeck full of herbs, but this limbeek will net
drop, unless the fire be put under: so when the
Spirit of God (which is compared to fire} is put to
the limbeck of the promises, then they distil conso-
lation. Thus we see how the Spirit is in the godly
by its virtues. -
OYj. But is this the sign of a godly man to be
filfled with the Spirit? Are not the wicked said to
partake of the Holy Ghost? Heb. vi. 4.

- Anms. Wicked men may partake of the Spirit’s
. working, but not of its indwelling ; they may have
God’s Spirit move upon them, the Godly have it
enter into them, Ezek. ii. 24. .
Obj. But the unregenerate taste of the heavenly
gift?, | ,_
Ans. It is with them as cooks, who may have a
smack and taste of the meat they dress, but they are
not nourished by it; tasting there is opposed to eat-
ing:. the godly have not only a drop or taste of the
.~ Spirit, but it 1s in them as a river of living water,
Jobn vii, 88. }

~ Use 1. It brands them for ungodly, who have
none of God’s Spirit, Rom. viii. 9. ¢ If any man =
have not the Spirit of Christ, he-is none of his.’
And if he be none of Christ’s thén whose is he?
to what regiment doth he belong? - It is the misery -

’ -3 12 .
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of a sinner he hath none of God’s Spirit : methinks
it is very offensive to hear men say, ¢ Take not
thy holy Spirit from us,”” who never had God’s
Spirit in them. Will they say they have God’s Spi-
rit in them, who are drunkards and swearers?
Have they God’s Spirit who are malicious and un-
clean? It were blasphemy to say these have the Spi-
rit: will the blessed Spirit leave his celestial pa-
lace, to live in a prison? A sinner’s heart is a jail, |
both for darkness and noisomeness, and will God’s
free Spirit be confined to a prison? a sinner’s heart
is the emblem of hell, what should God’s Spirit do
there? Wicked hearts are not a temple, but an
ho, -8ty, where the unclean spirit makes his abode,
Ep%x. it. 2. ¢ The prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that now worketh in the children of disobe-
dience.” We would be loath to live in an house
haunted with evil spirits; a sinner’s heart is haunted,
John xiii. 27. ¢ After the sop Satan entered.” Satan
ventures upon the godly, but enters into the wid-
ed; when the devils went into the herd of swine,
they ran violently down a steep place into the sea,
Matt. viii. 32. Whence is it men run so greedily to
the commission of sin, but because the devil hath
entered into these swine. ' '

3. This cuts them off from being godly, who not
only want the Spirit, but deride it: like those Jews,
Acts ii. 13. ¢ These men are full of new wine;’ and
indeed so the apostles were, they were full of the
wine of the Spirit. How is God’s Spirit seoffed at
by the sons of Belial? These, say they, are men of
the Spirit. O wretches, to make thosé tongues,
which should be organs of God’s praise, instru-
‘ments to blaspheme ; have you none to throw your
squibs at but the Spirit? Deriding of the Spirit
comes very near to the despighting of it: How can
men be sanctified but by the Spirit? therefore to re-

proach that, is to make merry with their own dam-
nation. : .

~
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Use 2 As you would be listed in the number of
the godly, labour for the indwelling of the Spirit ;
pray with Melancthon, Lord, inflame my soul with
thy holy Spirit! and with the spouse, ¢ Awake, O
north wind, and come thou south, blow upon my
garden,” Cant. iv. 16, As a mariner would desire a
wind to carry him to sea, s0 beg the prosperous
gales of the Spirit, and the promise may add wings
to prayer, Luke xi. 13. ¢ If ye being evil know how
to give good gifts unto your children, how much
more shall your heavenly Father give the Spirit to
them that ask him?’ God’s Spirit is a rich jewel, go
to him for it, JLord, give me thy Spirit, where: is.
the jewel thou didst promise me? When shall my
soul be as Gideon’s fleece, wet with the dew of
heaven? . N ' o
- Consider how needful the Spirit is, without it we
can do nothing acceptably to God. o

‘1. We'cannot pray without it: it is a spirit of
stipplication, Zech. xii. 10. It both helps the in-
vention, and the affection, Rom. viii. 26, The Spi-
rit helps us with sighs and greans, - :

2. We cannot-resist temptation without it, Aets
i. 8. ¢ Ye shall receive power after the Holy Ghost
is come upon you.” He who hath the tide of cor-
rupt nature, and the wind of temptation, must needs .
be carried down. the stream of sin, if the contrary
wind of the Spirit doth not blow.

- 8. We cannot be fruitful without the Spirit. .
~ Why.is the Spirit compared to’dew and rain, but
to shew us how unable we are to bring forth a crop
of grace, unless the dew of Ged fall upon us?

4. Without the Spirit no ordinance is effectual to
us3 ordinances are the conduit-pipes of grace, but
the Spirit is the spring. Some content themselves
‘that they have a Levite to their priest, but never
look any further; as if a merchant should content
himself that his ship hath good tackling, and is well
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manned, though it never have a gale of wind : the
ship of ordinances will not carry us to heaven, tho’
an angel were the pilot, unless the wind of God’s
Spirit blow: the Spirit is thesoul of the word, without
which it is but -a dead letter: minjsters may pre-
scribe physic, but it is God’s Spirit must make it
work., Our hearts are like David’s body, when it
grew old, ¢ They covered him with clothes but he
gat no heat,” .1 Kings i. 1. So though the ministers
of God ply us with prayers and counsels as with
hot clothes, yet we are cold and chill till God’s Spi-
rit comes, and then we say as the disciples, Luke
.xxiv. 32, ¢ Did not our hearts burn within us?’
Oh therefore, what need have we-of the Spirit ?
5. You who have the blessed Spirit manifested by
its energy and vital operations; '1. Acknowledge
- God’s distinguishing love; the Spirit is an ear mark
" of election, John ii1, 24, Christ gave the bag to
Judas, but rot his Spirit: the Spirit is a love token ;
where God gives his Spirit for'a pawn, he gives
himself for a portion; the Spirit is an epitomizing
blessing, it is put for all things, Mat. vii. 11.
What were you without the Spirit, but as so many
carcases? Without this Christ would not profit you:
the blood of God s not enough without the breath
of God. Oh then, be thankful for the Spirit; this
loadstone will never leave drawing you, till it hath
_drawn you up to heaven. o :
2. If you have this Spirit, do not grieve it, Eph.
iv, 80. Shall we grieve our Comforter?
Quest. How do we grieve the Spirit?
Ans, 1. When we unkindly repel the motions of
it ; the Spirit sometimes whispers in our ears, and
~calls to us, as God did to Jacob, Gen, xxxi. 1.
¢ Arise, go to Bethel,” So saith the Spirit, Arise, go
to prayer, retire thyself to meet thy God. Now,
when we stifle these motions, and entertain tempta-
tions to vanity, this is a grieving of the Spirit, if we
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check the motions of the Spirit, we shall lose the
comforts of the Spirit. ' ‘

- 2. We grieve the Spirit, when we deny the work
of the Spirit in our hearts; if one gives another a
- token, and he should deny it, and say he never re-
ceived it, this were to abuse the love of his friend :
80, Christian, when God hath given thee his Spirit,
witnessed by those meltings of heart, and passionate
breathings after heaven, yet thou deniest that ever
thou hadst any renewing work of the Spirit in thee,
this is bigh ingratitude, and is a grieving of the
good Spirit; renounce the sinful works of the flesh,
but do not deny the gracious work of the Spirit.

SecT. 11.

11. The godly man is an bumble man; he is
like the sun in the zenith, which when it is at the
. highest, shows lowest. Austin calls humility the mo-
ther of the graces? but ere I show you who is the
humble man, I shall lay down three distinctions.
L I distinguish between being humbled and hum- -

‘ble; a man may be humbled, and not humble; a

- sinner may be humbled'by affliction, his condition
is low, but not his disposition; a godly man is not
only humbled, but humble; his heart is as low as
his condition, ' , o

2. I-distinguish between outward humility and
inward ; there is a great deal of difference between
an humble carriage, and an humble spirit; a per-
son may carry it humbly. , :

. 1, Towards others, .yet be proud; who more
humble than Absalom in his outward behaviour?
2 Sam. xv. 5. ¢ When any man came near to do
him obeisance, Absalom took him by the hand and
kissed him,’ . But though he had an humble carri.
age, he aspired after the crown, ver. 10. ¢ As soon
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as ye hear the sound of the trumpet, ye shall say,
Absalom reigneth in Hebron.” Here was pride dress-
ed in humility’s mantle. v

2. A man may behave himself humbly towards
God, yet be proud, 1 Kings xxi. 27. ¢ Ahab put
on sackcloth, and fasted, and went softly, but his
heart was not humble: a man may bow his head
like a bulrush, yet lift up the ensigns of pride in
his heart. o
. 8. I distinguish between humility and policy:

many make a shew of humility to work their own
ends: the papists seem to be the most humble mor-
tified saints, but it is rather subtilty than humility 3
for by this means they get the revenues of the earth
into their possession; all this may be, and yet no
godliness.

Quest. How may a Christian know that he is hum-
ble, and consequently godly ?

Answ. 1, An humble soul is emptied of all swell-
ing thoughts of himself. Bernard calls humility a
self-annihilation, Job xxii. 29. ¢ Thou wilt save the
- humble.” In the Hebrew it is, ¢ Him that is of low
eyes.” An humble man hath lower thoughts of him-
self than others can have of him: David, though a -
king, yet looked upon himself asa worm ; Ps. xxii.
6. I am a worm, and no man.” Bradford a mar-
tyr, yet subscribes himself a sinner, Job x. 15. ¢ If
I am righteous, I will not lift up my head.” Like
}he dvio et, a sweet flower, but hangs down the

iead. - '

2. An humble soul thinks better of others than
of himself,’ Phil. ii. 3. ¢ Let each esteem others bet-
ter than themselves.” An humble man values others
at an higher rate than himself; and the reason is,
because he can better see his own heart than he can
another’s; he sees his own corruption, and thinks
sure it is not so with others, their graces are not so
weak as his, their corruptions are not so strong ; sure,
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thinks he, they have better hearts than I : an humble
Christian studies his own infirmities, and another’s
excellencies, and that makes him put a higher va.
lue upon others than himself, Prov. xxx. 2. ¢Sure-
ly I am more brutish than any man.” And Paul,
t{lough he was the chief of the apostles, yet he calls -
himself the least of saints, Eph.iii. 8. - :
~ 8. An humble soul hath a low esteem of his du-
ties; prideis apt to breed in our holy things, as the
worm breeds in the sweetest fruit, and froth comes
from the most generous wine: an humble person
doth not only deny his sins, but his duties; when
he hath prayed and wept, alas, saith he, how little
have I done, God might damn.me for all this! He
saith as good Nehemiah, chap. xiii. 22. ¢ Remem.
ber me, O my God, concerning this, -and spare
me.” Remember, Lord, how I have poured out my
soul, but spare me, and pardon me; he sees that his
best duties weigh many grains too light, therefore .
he desires Christ’s merits may be put into the scales.
The humble saint blusheth when he looks upon his
copy, he sees he cannot write even, nor without
blotting ; this humbles him to think that his best
duties run dregs: he drops poison upon his sacri-
fice: Oh, saith he, I dare not say I have prayed or
wept; those which I write down for duties, God
might write down for sius. ~
" 4. An humble man is ever preferring bills of in-
dictment against himself; he complains not of his
condition, but of his heart: O this evil heart of ur<
belief? Lord, saith Heoper, I am hell, but thou art
heaven. An hypocrite is ever telling how good he
is; an humble soul is ever saying how bad he is:
Paul, that high-flown saint, who was caught up in-
to the third heaven, how doth this bird of paradise
bemoan himself for his corruptions, Rom. vii. 24.
¢ O wretched man that I am.> Holy Bradford sub- -
- scribes himself, the hard-hearted sinner: the more
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knowledge an humble Christian hath, the more he
complains of ignorance; the more faith, the more
he bewails his unbelief. o

5. An humble man will justify God in an afflict
ed condition, Neh. ix, 38. ¢ Howbeit thou art just
in all that is brought upon us.” If man oppress and
calumniate, the humble soul acknowledgeth God’s
rightcousness in the midst of severity, 2 Sam. xxiv.
17. ¢ Lo, 1 have sinned.” Lord, my pride, my bar-

“renness, my sermon-surfeiting hath been the pro-
curing cause of all these judgments; when clouds
are round about God, yet ¢ righteousness is the ha.
bitation of his throne,” Psal. xcvii. 2. ‘

6. An humble soul is a Christ-magnifier; he gives .

“the glory of all his actions to Christ and free grace:
king Canutus took the crown off his own head, and
set it upon a crucifix ; so an humble saint takes the
- crown of honour from his own head, and sets it up-
on Christ’s: and the reason is, from that love he
bears to Christ: love can part with any thing to
the object loved. Isaacloved Rebekah, and he gave
away flis jewels to her, Gen. xxiv. 58. The humble
saint loves Christ entirely, therefore cart part with
any thing to him; he gives away the honour and
raise of all he doth to Christ, let Christ wear those
jewels. , )

7. An humble soul is willing to take a reproof
for sin; a wicked man.is too high to stoop to a re-
proof: the prophet Micaiah used to tell king Ahab
of his sin; and saith he, ¢ I hate him,” 1 Kings xxii.
8. Reproof to a proud man is like pouring water
on lime, which grows the more hot; a gracious

- soul loves him that reproves, Prov. ix. 8. ¢ Rebuke-
a wise man, and he will love thee.” The humble-
spirited Christian can bear the reproach of an ene-
my, and the reproof of a friend.

8. An humble man is willing to have his name and

’ parts eclipsed, so God’s glory may be more increased;
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he is content to be outshined by others in gifts and
esteem, SO that the crown of Christ may shine the
brighter: this is the humble man s.motto, !  Let
me decrease, let Christ'increase.” - .It is his desiré
that Christ should be exalted, and if this be thus ef-
fected, let who will be the instrument, he rejmceﬂh
Phil. i. 17. ¢ Some preach Christ of envy.’. The
.preached to get away some of Paul’s hearers;_well,
saith he, ¢ Christ is preached, and I therein do.re
joice,” ver. 18. An humble Christian is content to
be laid aside, if God hath any.other tools to wwrk
with which may bring him mere glory.

9. An humble saint likes that condition’ whwh
God sees best for him; a proud man murnmurs hé
hath no more, an humble man wonders he hath so
much, Gen. xxxil. 10. *I am not worthy of- the
" least of all thy mercies:> when the heart lies low,-it
can stoop to a low condition. A Christian looking
. upon his sins, wonders it is no worse with hmt, he
doth not say his mercies are small, but his sins are
great; he knows the worst piece God carves him,
13 better than he deserves, therefore takes at thanke
fully upon his knees. \

10. An humble Christian will stoop to the ‘means
est person, and the lowest office, he will visit the
poorest member of Christ. Lazarus’ sores are more
precious to him than Dives’ purple; he doth not
say, ¢Stand by, corge not mear to me, for I am
holier than thou;’ but, ¢ condescends to men of
low estate,” 1za. xlv. 5. Rom. xii. 16.

Use 1. 1s humility the inseparable character ozf' a
Christian ? then let us try our hearts by this touch-
stone. Are we humble? Alas, where doth: their
. godliness appear, who are swelled with pride, and
ready to burst? But though men are proud, they
will not confess it: this bastard of pride is born,
but none are willing to father it; therefore let

o 4™ 1
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me ask a few questions, and let conscience an-
swer. o o

1. Are they not ];;'oud who are given to glory-
ing? 1 Cor. v. 6. Your glorying is not good. 1.
Who glory in their riches, their hearts swell with’
their estates. 'Bernard calls pride the rich man’s
cousin. Thy heart is lifted up because of thy riches,
Ezek. xxviil. 5. €. Who glory in their apparel.
Many dress: themselves.in such fashions as they
friake the devil fall in love with them : black spots,
gaudy attire, naked breasts, what are these but the
flags and banners which pride doth display? 8. Who
glory in their beauty. The body is but dust and
blood kneaded together: Solomon saith, ¢ Beauty
is vain,” Prov. xxxi. 80. yet so vain are some as to
be proud of vanity. 4. {’Vho glory in their gifts.
These trappings and ornamients do not set them off
in God’s eyes: an angel is a knowing creature,
but l;a,ke away humility from an angel, and heis a
devil. ' :

- Q. Are they not proud who are highly opinion-
ated of their own excellencies? who beholding them-
selves in the multiplying glass of self-love, appear
in their own eyes better than they are: Simon Ma-
gus gave out that he himself was some great one,’
‘Acts viii. 9. Alexander would needs be son to Ju-
iter, and of the race of the gods. Sapor king of
ersia stiles himself brother of the sun and moon.

I have read of a Pope, who trod upon the neck
of Frederick the Emperor, and as a cloak for his
pride, cited that text, Psal. xci. 13. ¢ Thou shalt
tread upon the lion, and the dragon shalt thou
trample under feet.” No such idol as self; the proud
man bows down to this idol.

8. Are they not proud who despise others > Luke
xviil, 9. ¢ The Pharisees trusted in themselves that
they were righteous, and despised others.” The.

o peopl_g of the Chinese say, that Europe hath one
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eye, and they have two, and all the world. else is
blind. . A proud man looks upon others with such
an eye of scorn, as Goliah did upon David, 1 Sam.
xvii. 42. ¢ When the, Philistine looked about, and
« saw David, he:disdained-him.” They who: stand up+
. on the pinnacle of pride, look upon. other men né
bigger than crows. B S
* 4. Are they not proud who are the trumpets of
their own praise? Acts v. 86. ¢ Before these days
. rose up Theudas, boasting himself to he. somebody.’
A proud man is the herald of his own good deeds,
.he blazeth his own fame, and therein is his. vice,
to paint his own virtue. - ‘ ' : s
- 5. Are they not proud who take the glory due .
ta God, to themselves? Dan. iv. 30, *Isnot this
great Babylon I have built? So saith the proud man,
are not these the prayers I have mdde? Are not -
these the works of charity I have done? When Herod ™
had made-an oration, the people cried him up for
- agod, Acts xii. 22. he was well content to have
that honour done to him. Pride is the greatest sa-
crilege, . it robs God of his glory. :
.. 6. Are they not proud who are mever pleased
" with their condition? they speak hardly of God,
taxing his care and wisdom, as if he had not dealt
well with them. = A proud man God himself cannot
“please, but like Momus, he is ever finding fault
and flying in the face of heaven. ;
Oh, let us search if there be none of this leaven
of pride in us: man is naturally a proud piece of
flesh; this.sin runs in the blood; our first parents fell
by their pride, they did aspire after a Deity, there
are seeds of this in the best, but the godly do not
-allow themselves in it ; they labour tokill this weed
‘by mortification. But certainly where this sin is.
regnant and prevailing, it cannot stand with grace;
you may as well call him a prudent man who wants.
discretion, as a godly man who wants humility,

-
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.- Use: 2 Laboue for this character, be iunble. It
s an apostolical exhortation, 1 Pet. v. 5. ¢ Be
clothed with humiljty.” Put it on as an embroider-
¢éd robe; better want any thing than humility ; bet-
ter want patts than humility, nay, better want the
comforts of the Spirit, than want humility, Micah
vi. 8. ¢ What doth the Lord require of thee, butto
walk humbly with thy God ?’
.-1. The more worth any man hath, the more -
humble he is. Feathers fly up, but gold descends.
‘The golden saint descends in humility. Some of the
ancients have compared humility to the Celidonian ’
stone, which is little for substance, but of rare vir-
tue. : ' ,
- 2. God loves an humble soul. It is not our high
birth, but our low hearts God delights in. An
humble spirit is God’s prospect, Isa. Ixvi. 2. < To
this man will I look; even to him that is poor, and
of a contrite spirit;’ an humble heart is God’s pa-
lace, Isa. lvii. 14. ¢I dwell in the high and holy
place, with him also that is of an humble spirit.’
“Great personages, besides their houses of state, have
lesser houses which upon occasion they retreat to.
Besides God’s house of state in heaven, he hath the
humble soul for his retiring-house, where he takes
up hisrest, and doth solace himself. Let Italy boast
that it is for pleasure the garden of the world; an
humble heart glories in this, that it is the presence-
chamber of the great King, ~
8. The times we live in are humbling. The Lord
seems to say to us now, as he did to Israel, Exod.
xxxiii. 5. ¢ Put off thy ornaments from thee, that I
‘may know what to do to thee.” .My displeasure is
breaking forth, I have eclipsed the light of the sanc-
tuary, Ihavestained the waters with blood, I have
.shot the arrow of pestilence, therefore lay down
your pride, put off your ornaments. Wo to them
that lift themselves up, when God is casting them
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down.” When should a people be humble if not un-
der the rod? 1 Pet.v. 6. ¢ Humble yourselves un-
der:the mighty band of God.” When God afflicts
his peaple, -and cuts them short in their privileges,
tt-is time then to sew sackcloth on their skin, and
defile their horn (or honeur) in the dust, Job xvi. 15.
.4. What an horrid sin pride is!" Chrysostom calls
it the mother of hell. Pride is a complicated evil :
" as one saith, Justice comprehends all virtue in it ; so
pride comprehends all vice. It is a spiritual drunk-
‘enness ; it flies up as wine .into the brain, and iv-
toxicates it. It is idolatry; a proud man is a self- -
worshipper. It is revenge; Haman plots Mordecai’s
death, because he would not bow the knee. . How
odious is this sin to God! Prov. xvi. 5. ¢ Every
“one that is proud in heart, is an abomination to the-
Lord.’ o
5. The mischief of pride. It is the break-neck of
souls, Zeph. ii. 9. Surely Moab shall be as Sodom,
- &c. this shall they have for their pride. The doves
saith Pliny, take a pride in their feathers, and in
- their flying high, at last they fly so high that they.
. are a prey to the hawk. . Men fly so high in pride,
tillat at last they are a prey to the devil, the prince of
the air. : '
- 6. Humility raiseth one’s esteem in the eyes of
others, all give respect to the humble, Prov. xv.
88. ¢ Before honour is humility.’ . :
Quest. What means may we use to be humble?
Answ. 1. Let us set before us the golden pattern
of Christ. He commenced doctor in humility, Phil.
ii. 7. < But made himself of no reputation, and was
made in the likeness of flesh.” O what abasement
was it for the Son of God to take our flesh? nay,
that Christ should take our nature when it was.in:
" disgrace, being stained with sin, this was the won-
. der of humility. . Look upon an humble Saviour,
and let the plumes of pride fail. :

I3
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2. Study God’s immensity and purity : a sight of
glory humbles. Elijah wrapped his face in.a mantle
when God’s glory passed before him, 1 Kings xix.
18. The stars vanish when the sun appears.

8. Let us study ourselves. First, our dark side:
by looking our faces in the glass of the word we see
our spots: what a world of sin swarms in us! We

“may say as Bernard, Lord, I am nothing but either
sinfulness or barrenness.

Secondly, Our light side. Is there any good in
us? 1. How disproportionable is it to the means of
grace we have enjoyed! There is still something
lacking in our fait]]r, 1 Thess. iii. 10. O Christian be
not proud of what thou hast, but be humble for
what thou wantest. o

2. The grace we have is not of our own growth;
we are beholden to Christ and free grace for it : as
he said of that axe which fell in the water, 1 Kings
vi. 5. ¢ Alas, master, for it was borrowed,” so may I
say of all the good and excellency in us, it is bor-
rowed. Were it not folly to be proud of a ring that
is lent? for who maketh thee to differ from another?
and what hast thou, that thou didst not receive? 1
Cor. iv. 7. The moon hath no cause to be proud of
her light, when she borrows it from the sun.. .

3. How far short do we come of others? perhaps
other Christians are giants in grace; they are .in
Christ not only before us, but above us. We are
but as the foot in Christ’s body, they are as the eye.

4. Our beauty is spotted. The church is said to
be fajr as the moon, Cant. vi. 1. which, when it
shines brightest, hath a dark spot in it ; faith is mix-
ed with infidelity: a Christian hath. that in his very -
grace may humble him. e

5. If we would be humble, let us contemplate
our mortality. Shall dust exalt itself? The thoughts
of the grave should bury our pride. . They say when
there is a tympany in the body, the hand of a dead

-
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man stroaking that part, cures the fympimy. The
serious meditation of death, is enough to cure the
tympany of pride. - ' :

Sect. 12.

- 12. A godly man is a praying man. This is in

the text, ¢ Every one that is godly shall pray un-
to thee.” As soon as grace is poured in, prayer is
poured out, Psal. cix. 4. < But I give myself to pray-
er;’ in the Hebrew itis, ¢ But I prayer.” Prayer and
I are all one; prayer is the soul’s traffic with hea-
ven; God comes down to us by his Spirit, and we
go up to him by prayer. Caligula’placed his effigies
in the capitol, whispering in Jupiter’s ear; prayer
whispers in God’s ear. A godly man cannot live
without prayer: a man cannot live unless he takes
breath; nor can the soul unless it breathes forth its
desires to God. As soon as the babe of grace is
born, it cries; no sooner was Paul converted, but,
¢ Behold he prayeth,” Acts ix. 11. No doubt he
prayed before being a Pharisee, but it was either
superficially or superstitiously; but when the werk
of grace had passed upon his soul, behold, now, he
prays. A godly man is every day upon the mount
of prayer; he begins the day with prayer; before
he opens his shop, he opens his heart to God. We
use to burn sweet perfumes in our houses; a godly
man’s house is an house of perfume, he airs it with
the incense of prayer; he engageth in no business
without seeking God. Scipio never entered into the
senate house, but first he ascended the capitol, where
he did bis devotion. A godly man consults with
God in every thing, he asks his leave, and his bles-
sing: the Grecians asked counsel at their oracles ;
so doth a godly man inquire at the divine oracle,
~ Gen. xxiv. 12. A true saint continually shoots up
his heart to heaven by sacred ejaculations.
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Quest. Is prayer a sign of a godly man, may not
‘an hypocrite pray eloquently, and with seeming de-
votion ? e

Ans. He may, ¢ They seek me daily ;’ Isa. lviii.
2. but an hypocrite doth not pray in the spirit. A
man may have the gift of prayer, and not have the
spirit of prayer. R

Quest. How shall we know that we have the spi-

. rit of prayer? , ,

Ans. When the prayer which we make is spiric

tual ? | , ‘ .
Quest. What is it to make a spiritual prayer?

Ans. When we pray with knowledge; under the
law, Aaron was to light the lamps, when he burn-
ed the incense upon the altar. Incense did typify

rayer, and the lighting of the lamps did typify
nowledge ; when the incense of prayer burns, the
~lamp of knowledge must be lighted, ¢ I will pray
with the understanding,’ 1 Cor. xiv..15. We must
know the majesty and holiness of God, that we may
be deeply affected with reverence when we come
before him; we must put up such petitions as are
exactly adequate and agreeable to God’s will, ¢ Be
. not rash with thy moutb. to utter any thing before
God,” Eccl. v. 2. The Lord would not have the
blind offered to him. How can we pray with-affec-
tion, when we do not pray with judgment? The
papists-pray in an unknown tongue ; Christ. may re-
ply to them as he did to the mother of Zebedee’s
_ children, ¢ Ye ask, ye know not what,” Matt. xx.
22. He that prays he knows not how, shall be heard
he knows not when. o
. 2. A spiritual prayer is, when the heart and spi-
rit pray ; there are not only words but desires. It
is exeellent when a man can say, Lord, my heart
prays. ¢ Hannah prayed in her heart.” The sound
of a trumpet comes from within; and the exeellent
music of prayer.comes from within the heart} if
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the heart doth not go along in duty, it is spesking,
not praying. . . T o

- 8. A spiritual prayer is, a fervent prayer, an effec.
tual fervent prayer prevails much. The heart, like
primum mobile, should carry the affections in 2 most
_ zealous and. rapid manner ; forvency is the wing of’
prayer, by. which it ascends to heaven: prayer is
expressed by sighs and groans. Itis notso much the
gi&s' of the Spirit, as: the groans of the Spirit God
Jikes. Prayer is called a wrestling, Gen. xxxii. 24.
and pouriug out of the seul, 1 Sam. i. 15 Prayer
is compared. to incense, Psal. cxli. 2. Incemse with-
out fire makes no sweet. smell ; prayer without fer-
vency, is like incense without fire: Christ prayed
with strong ciies and tears ; erying prayer prevagils.
When the heatt is inflamed in prayer, a Christian.is
carried as it were in a fiery chariot up to.heaven. = .
- 4. A 'spiritual ‘prayer is such as comes from. a
broken heart: The sacrifices of God area broken
spirit. The incense was to be beaten, to typify the
breaking of the hieart in prayer. . It is not the volus
ble tongue, but the melting heart God accepts. Oh,
saith a Christian, I cannet pray as others; as Moses
said to the Lord,-I am not eloquent:. but canst
~ thou weep and sigh? doth thy soul melt out at thy
eyes? God accepts broken expressions, wher they
come from broken heartsr I have read of aplant
that bears no fruit, but it weeps forth a kind of guin
which is very costly ; so, though thou dost not flou-

sh with those gifts and expressions as otliers, yet.if
. canst ‘weep forth tears from a cohtrite heart,
these are exceeding precious ‘to God, and'he will
xut them in his bottle : Jacob wept in prayer, and
had ¢ power over the angel,” Hos. xii. 4. =~ - . -
- - 5. A spiritual prayer is a believing prayer, ¢ What-
soever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall re-
ceive,” Mat. xxi. 22.. “The resson why so many

prayers suffer shipwreck, is because they split against

B 4N . 12
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the riack of unbelief; praying without fuith is shoots
ing without bullets, When faith takes prayer by the
hanidy 1then we draw near to Geod;, we should come
tol God in prayer,.-as the leper, Lord, if thau wilt
thow canst heal me, Matt. viii. 2. It is a disparage.
‘ment o Deity, ta have such a whisper in the heart,
that God’s ear is heavy, and cannot hear, Isa. lix.. &,
What»is said of thie people of Lsrael, may be applied
to. na ery ¢ Lt could not:enter-in, because of unsbg’

ﬂi. 19 EEE .

i & A s nt.ual pra erhs an. ho er, ‘ Wbemv
fone]xtb:;),hblyhan):h '3 Tim. a]Z gny :Prayer must
be; offiered. upen the altar of a pure heart; sin lived
in, : mqkesthe heaet hard,  and God’s ear deaf; sin
stbps the mouth of prayer, it.doth as,the thief to'the
traveller,: puts:a gag in :his-mouth, :that he cangiot
speals 3 siti paxsons and. infects preyer. . A: wicked
manlsi:prayer. is sick ef the. plague,. and will God
comre: hear him.? . The loadstone Joseth. its virtuej
- whentig is bespeead with : garhek; so doth prayer
when st.is:pollutéd with,sim ;. < If ! reganl iniguity
in'ony heart, the Lord will,sot hear me.”. Ps. Ixvi. 18,
ItisFoolish to pray againstsin, and thento sin against
prayers;;d spinitual prayer, like the spmmof ‘wine,
mist:be refined, and taken off the lees and dregs of
s} ¢’Tbat they ey may. offer,td the Lord.an offering in
righteousndss,” Mal. iii 3. If the heart be holy, th:s
altar will sanctify the gift. .

-7 -A:spiritual prayer is an bumble prayer, Psal.
X.37. 4. lord, thou hqst. heard the desise of -the
huslile.” - .; Prayer.is the.asking of an alms, which re- -
Hivires: humility ; ¢ The publican -standing afar -off,
wouldinat:lift up so-mugh’ as his eyes: to. heaven, but
smote upoxn lua breast, saying, God be merciful to
. me'a’sinney,’ Luke xwiii. 19.. God’s incomprehen-
siblg.glory may.even amaze us, and strike an holy
consterpation inte-ua. when we . agproach nigh -to

:htm. ‘O my . God, I Mubh to lift up my face .te
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thee,’ Ezra.ix. 6. It is comely to see a-pdor nbthm%

' lie prostrate at the feet of its Maker, * Behold,:
have-taken upan me to speak unto the Lard, which
am but-dust and ashes,’ -Gen. xviii. 7. The lower

the heart descends, thechigher the prayer asceads.
i+ 8. A spiritnal: prayer :is, when we pray 'in ‘the
name of Christ. To praydn the name.of Christ, is
not only to name Christ' in prayer, but:to -pray in
the hope and confidence:of Christ’s mediation. As
‘a-child claims his. estate in the right of his father;
who purchased it, so we come for mercy in Christ’s

mame, who hath purchased t-for us.inbis bleed :
unless we pray thus, we.do not:pray at all ; nay, we
rather.proveke God.: as-it was with Uzeiah, when
be tvould offer incense without :a priest, God ‘was -
. angrey, and steuck him with leprosy, 2 Chrew
xxvi. 16. So, when we do not come.dn Christ’s
name in .prayer, we effer up incense withont a
priest, and what .can we expect but to meet: with

wrath? . S . S
9. A spiiitual prayer i, when we pray eut .of

love to prayer: a wicked man may pray, but -he
doth not love prayer ¢ Will he .delight himself” in
the Almighty?’ Job xswii. 10. A godly man isicar:
ried upon the wings of .delight ; :he is never.so well
" as when he is-praying he is not forced with fear,
but fired with love, f‘Isa. iwi. 7. <.I will-make them
- joyful in my house of prayer.” -

Joy;lf;])j. Axspiyritual pra.ygr is, when we have spiritual
ends in'prayer. ‘There is.a.vast difference between
a spiritual prayer, and a carnal desire: the ends of .
a‘hypocnite are secular and .carnal;; he looks asquint
in prayer; it is‘not the sense of his spiritual wants
that moves him, but rather lust, James iv. 3. “ Ye
ask:amiss, that ye may consume:it.upon your lusts..
The sinner prays more for feed than grace; this
God -doth not interpret praying, but hewling, Hos.

L
>

:
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vii. 14. ¢ They howled upon their beds: they assem-
ble for corn and wine - : -
Prayers which wagt a geod aim want a good an-
swer. A godly man hath spiritual ends in prayer;
be sends out his prayer as a merchant sends out his
ship, that he may zlwe large returns’of spiritual
blessings: his design in prayer is, that his heart
may be more holy, and that he may have more
communion with God. A godly man drives the
trade of prayer, that he may increase the stock of

11. A spiritual prayer is accompanied with the
use of means ; there must be means as well as pray-
ers. When Hezekiah was sick, he did not only pray"
for recovery, but he laid a lump of figs to the boil,
Isa. xxxviil, 21. ‘This it is in the case of the soul,
when we pray against sin, and avoid temptations,
when we pray for grace, and improve opportuni.
ties, thisis Jaying a fig to the boil, which will make
us recover. 1o pray for holiness, and neglect the
means, is like winding up the clock, and pulling off
o A apicust ha which leaves

ie. iritua yer is that which leaves a spi-
ritual &amehingrfz)on the heart ; a.Christia;p is -
better after prayer, be hath gotten more strength
over sin, as a man by exercise gets strength: the
beart after prayer keeps a tincture of holiness, as the
vessel savours and relisheth of the wine that is put
intoit. Moses having been with God on the mount,
his face shined; so having been on the mount of
prayer, our graces shine, and our.Jives shine. This
18 the sign of a godly man, he prays in the spirit :
this is the right kind of praying ; the gift of prayer
is ordinary??ike culinary fire ; but spiritual prayer
is more rare and excellent, like elementary fire
which comes from heaven. ~
.. Use 1. Is a godly man of a praying spirit? Then
this excludes them from being godly, .

o
<



A GODLY MAN. - .

1. *‘Who pray not at all; their houses are un-
" thallowed houses: it is made the note of a repro-
bate, he calls net upon Geod, Psal. xiv. 4. Doth
that indigent creature think to have an alms who-
aever asks it? Do they think to have mercy from
God who never seek it? Truly then God should
befriend them more than he did his own Son; ¢« He °
offered up prayers and supplications with: strong
cries,” Heb. v. 7. Norie of Geod’s children are
tongue-tied, ‘Gal. 3v, 6. ¢ Because ye are sons, God
bath sent forth the Spirit of his Sen into your

~ hearts, crying, Abba, Father.’ Creatures by the

instinct of nature cry to God, ¢ the young ravens
which cry;’ Psal. exlvii. 9. , ¢ ‘The lions seek their-
meat from God,” Psal. civ. 21. Not to.cry to God,
is worse than brutish.

2. Others pray, but it is seldom' hke that pro-
fane atheist Heylin speaks of, who told God he was
no common beggar, he never troubled him before,
and if he would hear him now; he wonld never
trouble him again. o

3. Others pray, but not ia the Holy Ghost, Jude
£0. they are rather parrots, than weeping doves;
their hearts de net melt in prayer; they exercise

" their invention more than their affection.

Use 2. As you would evidence the new birth,

cry, Abba, Father; be men of prayer: pray at least

twice a day., In the temple there was the morning
and evening sacrificez Daniel prayed three times a
day : nay, so did he love prayer, that he would not

“neglect prayer to save his life, Dan. vi. 10." Luther

spent three hours every day in prayer.

Olject. But what needs prayer, when God hath
made so many promises of blessings?
. Ans. Prayer is the condition annexed to the’ pro-
mise ; promises turn upon the. hinge of prayer, ¢ I

will yet for this be inquired of by the house of Is- .
rael’ A king promiseth a pardon, but it must be

I\
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- sued out. David had a promise that :God ‘would -
build liim an house, but he sues out the promise by
prayer, 2 Sam. vii. 25. Chast himself had all-the
promises made sure to him, yet he prayed, and
- spent whole pights in -pralyec. ' C -

Therefore if you would be -counted .godly, be
given to prayer; prayer sanctifies your .mercies;
’rx'\lzar weeds out sin, and waters grace. - '
- -That I may encourage Christians, and thold up-
their heads in prayer, as Aaron and Hur held up
Moses’ hands, det me propound these few consider-
atiens. o : :

- 1. -Prayer is a seed sown in ‘God’s ears; -other
seed .sown in the ground may be picked up by the
birds, but thie seed, especially if watered with tears,
is too precious to be lost. : N
. 2 Consider the power of prayer. The apostle
having set .down the whole armour of a Christian,
brings in prayer as the chief . h. vi. 18.
. Without .tl;Ii)s, iaith Zanchy, 'aﬂmw}‘;tp are little.
worth. By prayer, Moses divided the red sea; Jo-
shua stopped the oourse of the sun,.and made it stand
still; Josh. x. 13. Nay, prayer madethe Sun of Right~
~ eousness stand still, * And Jesus stood still,” Luke
xviii. 40. Prayer is the inlet to all'blessings, spiri-
tual and temporal. When Aurelivs Antoninus went
against the Germans, he had in his army a regi-
ment of Chistrians, who upon their earnest prayer,
ebtained rain for the refreshment of his army; and
because of the power oftheir prayers, he called them
the thundering regiment. Prayer hath a power in it
to destroy the insolent enemies of the church. We
read, the two witnesses have a flame at their lips;
fire proceeds out of their mouths which devours
their enemies: Rev. xi. 5. This fire is certainly to be
interpreted of their prayers. David prayed, ¢ Lord
turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness,” 2
Sam. -xv. 81. this prayer madc Ahitkophel ' hang
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himself. Moses” prayer against Amalek .did more
than Joshua’s: sword:- prayer hatha kind of - ommit
potency in it; it hath raised the dead, overcome -
angels, cast out devilsy it hatlr influence upon God
himself: Jacob’s prayer held God, ¢ I will not let
thee go, tilk thou bless nve,” Gen. xx%ii. 26.. Pray-
er finds God free, but leawés him bound. - .
- 8. Jesus: Christ .prays over our prayess agai j -he
- takes the dross out, and presents:nothing bu¢ purd
gold ta his Father. Christ iingles his sweet adours
with the prayers of the saints: think of the dignity
of his person, he is God;- and the sweetfess of his
relation, he is a Son: Oh then, what encouragés
ment is here for us ta pray! ©Our prayers are puit i
the hand of a Mediator; though as they :conte fiott
us they are weak and.imperfect, yet as they ¢tind
from Christ they are mighty and: powerful. = - -}
- 4. The;sweet .promises which God hath madé to
prayer, ¢ He will be very gracious unte thee, at thé
voice:of thy cry,” Isa. xxx. 19. ¢ Thew shall ye gd
and pray unto me, and I will hearken' vato yéws
and ye shall seek me and find'me,” when''ye 'shall
_search for me with all your heart,” Jer. x¥ix;'13.
“ < Before they call, .I will answer, and:while they
are yet speaking, I will hear,”. Isa. xiv. 24.. - These
promises. keep the head of prayer above water;
"God is bound with his own promises, as- Samson
was bound with his own hair. = ..o
Let us then double ow files, and, withour &«
viour, pray yet more earnestly, Luke xxii: 44. Fet
us be importunate suitors, and resolve, with Bér-
nard, that we will not come away from God, with-
out God: prayer is a.petard, which will make hea-
ven’s gates flee open. = , voei
Quest. How shall we do.to pray aright? -
Ans. Implore the Spirit .of God. -¢ Praying in the
Holy Ghost,” Jude 20.  ‘The Holy Ghost hoth-iti-
dites prayer and inflames.it: God understands ‘o
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other language-but that of his Spirit; E‘a’{ for the
Holy Ghost, that you may pray in sthe Holy Ghost.

— SECT. 18(

18. A godly man is a sincere man, ¢ Belold
an Israelite indeed, in whose spirit there is ne guile."
The -word for sincere signifies without plaits.and
folds: a godly man is plain hearted, having no-
subtile subterfuges; religion is the livery a godly
man wears, and this livery is lined with sineerity. -

Quest. Wherein doth the godly maa's sipeerity

appear? : . '
. dns. ¥, The godly man is that which be seems to
. be; he is a Jew inwardly. - Grace runs through his
heart, as silver through the veins of the earth: the
hypoerite is not what he seems. = _

A picture is like a man, but it wants breath :
the hypocrite is an effigy, a picture, he deth not
~ breathe forth sanctity : he is but like a angel on a

sign-post: a godly maun answers to his profession,
" @s a transcrips to the original.

2. The godly man labours to approve himself to
God in. every thing, 2 Cor. v. 9. ¢ We labour,’
that whether present or absent, we may be accepted
of him.” It i3 better to have God approve, than the
world applaud: they that did run in the olympie
race, lagoured to have his. approbation, who was
the judge and umpire of the race. There is a time
shortly coming, when a smile from God’s face will
~ be infinitely better than.all the applauses of men:

how sweet will that word be, ¢ Well done thou good
and faithful servant,” Matt. xxv. 21. A godly man
is ambitious of God’s letters-testimonial: the hypo-
crite desires to-carry it fair with men; Saul was for
the vogue of the people, 1 Sam. xv. 30, A godly
man approves his heart to God, who is both the
Spectator and the Judge. ‘
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. 8. The godly man is ingenuous in laying open
his sins, Psal, x{*ﬂi; g ¢1 c%n‘fesse‘d'my si};‘l t% tl?eee,
arrd my iniquity lave I not hid.” The hypocrite doth
vail and smother hissitf; he doth not abscindere pec-
catum, but abscondere ; like a patient that hath some
loathsome disease in his body, he will rather die
than confess his disease: but a godly man’s sincer-
ity is séen’in this, he will confess and shame him-
self for sin, 2 Sam. xxiv. 17. ¢ Lo, I have sinned,
and I have done wickedly.” Nay, a child of God
will confess sin in particuldr ; an unsound Christian
will confess sin by wholesale, he will acknowledge
he is a sinner in general; whereas David doth as it
were point with his finger to the sore,” Psal. li. 4.
¢ 1 have done this evil;* he doth not say, I have
- done evil, but this evil; he points at his blood-
guiltiness. . Co ‘
4. The godly man hath blessed designs in all he
~ doth? he propounds this end in every ordinance,
~that he may have more acquaintance with God, '
and bring more glory to God; as the herb helio-
tropium turns about according to the motion of
the sun; so a godly man’s actions do all move to-
wards the glory of God : it is an axiom in philoso-
phy, The means are in order to the end. A godly-
man’s praying and worshipping is, that he may ho-
nour God, though he shoots short; yet he takes a -
right aim; the hypocrite minds nothing 'but self-
interest, the sails of his mill move not, but when
-the wind of preferment blows, he never dives into
the water of the sanctuary, but to fetch up a piece
-of gold at the bottom. ' ‘ '
5. The godly man abhors dissimulation towards
men, his heart goes along with his tongue, he can-
not flatter and hate, Psal. xxxviii. 8. commend and
.censure, Rom. xii. 9. ¢ Let love be without dissi-
mulation.” Dissembled love is worse than hatred ;
counterfeiting of friendship is no better than 3 lie,
40 ' 12
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Psal. Ixxviii. 36. for there is a- pretence of that

" which is not. Many aie like Joab, ¢ He took. A~

masa by the beard to kiss him,. and smote him. with.
his sword in the fifth rib, that he died.’

. There-is a river in Spain, where the fish seem to
be of a golden colour, but take them out of the wa-
ter, anc they are like- other fish:. All is not gold.
that glisters ; there are some pretend- much kind-

" ness, but they are like great veins whichhave little:

blood; if you. lean upon: them,. they are as-a leg
out of joint; for my part, I much question his:
truth towards God, that will flatter and lie to his:
friend, ¢ He that hideth hatred with lying lips:is-a
fool,” Prov. x. 18.. By all that hath been said,. we:
may try whether we hawve this note of a godly. many
to-be sincere. . . -
Sincerity, as I conceive, is not properly a grace,,
bat rather the ingredient into every grace : sincerit
is that which. doth qualify grace, and without which:
grace is not true, ¢ Grace be with. them which love
our Lord Jesus Christ in. sincerity,” Eph. vi. 24.
Sincerity qualifies our love ;. sincerity is to grace as
the blood and spirits are to the body ; there can be
no life without the blood, so no grace without sin-
cerity. o o
~ Use. As we would be reputed.godly, let us la-
bour for this character. of sincerity.. .
1. Sincerity renders- us lovely in God’s eyes;
God saith of the sincere soul as of Sion, Ps. cxxxii.
14. ¢ This is- my rest for ever, here will I dwell,
for I have desired it.” A sincere heart is God’s pa-
radise of delight: Noah found grace in God’s eyes;
why, what did God see in Noah? He was girt with
the girdle of sincerity, Gen. vi. 9. ¢ Noah was per-
fect in his generation.” Truth resembles God, and
when God sees a sincere heart, he sees his own im-

- age, and he canpot choose but fall in love with ity

*

»
v






