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SERMON XVIL s
ON o 1'; ;;..Manb 8.

2 PET. 1. 4
Thas by thefe yon * might be partakers of the "Eﬁci‘wfni.‘ |

.. vulg. fiereti
Diwvine Nature. c:ﬁ.ﬁ h
* Should, Ges

. nev.
== His Verfe moft Interpreters take o be part of the Apo- f.Go4h, Prior
files Preface to his Epiftles wherein, according to the -1;?;,:{,':,‘-“'
old Rule, dexoubrs & Tpyv zesoamor xeh Biusy Turevyds, Effins contrg.
as a skilful archite@ prefaceth a magniticent Palacc with a Rtately Pindar. Olymp,
Porch and Front,fo he his after-dilcousfe with a glorious Entrance. 9% ¢
It being the manner of the Apoftlesin the Proems of their Epiftles
to put together a Summary of the Gofpels My(teries, {o Paxl ufu-
ally in his, and {o our Apoltle Peter in the entrance into his former
Epiftle, and the fame courfe he takes in the four firft Verfes of this ;
in which the various readings are fo many, and both the words
and connexions of fentences fo dubieus, that it makes the fenfe
difficuls, which Camerarixs obferves to be morein this Epiftle
than in moft other Apoftolical Wiitings. However it’s plain, that
being in the fequel of the Epiftle to exhort to true piety and a Ur neg; brevi-
graciows conver[ation, he doth in this Preface lay down (fand Beza Arnec diviniky
faith it could not be more bricfly and divincly ) as a toundation $:,:,',',,‘,’:;,;
of it, the true canfes of our Salvstion, and (as Bezg noteth) ef- noftra f;hu p? ’
peaially of. Sandiification partes explica-
Asin particular. ri, inverl. 3...
1. For the canfa wepwysuirn. the firli original caufe,it’s free grace
by Jot, AexEas, v. 1. and gift, Medaguirg, v. 3. and to make fure
of it the lame word Jedwgulas is again rcpeated, v. 4.
2. The procuring meriting cavfe is made the righreonfuefs of
Fefus Chrift as our God and Saviaur, V. 1.
. 3. Theimmediate working caufe is afligned to be fefa Pdrauss-
a divise power, v. 3. working in us a communication fees.

evasas. of an anfwerable Divine nature, v- 4. namely in our ctfe-
&ual .
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~+ &ual vocation, wherein we are called to glory and vertue, or ra.
Camerarins, - ¢her (‘becaufe the words in the'original are Jvd HEns x; desriis)

by glory and vertue, thatis, érdéfas ) iragirs moft glorioufly

and powcrfully, fo that it is idig £oEy. or Jua idias Jbng as

the vulgar it’s likely found it, and therctore rendred it by bis own

proper gliry and vertue, v. 3. :

4. For theinltrumental caufe, we have it twice exprefled to

be iwiyraoss the knowledge, or acknowledgment of Jefus Chrift,

v. 2, 3. which is nothing elfe but that preciows faith v. 1. which

layeth hold on precioms promifes in thisverle, orthe ward being

tmag firudle, which here fignifieth premiffa rather than promifie-

nes, the benctits or things promifed rather than promifes, and

therefore arc fiid here to be given, whereas promufes are rather

Promiffa, wel faid to be made ({0, 1 Fobn 2. 25. Thisis the promife which be

‘promiffionessie. b yth promifed, evencternallife) though withreterence tothe pro-
);:f;"."'{; gw_ mwifes, the promites as moral caufes alluringand attracting us to
fiis, queper all Divine Purity [Dr. Hammond] and the things promiled, faith,
Prophetaso-  repentance, holinefs, grace, glory, mean by thele #dvra all thofe

lim fe daturum ypiygs which pertain to life and godlinefs in the beginning of the

%}:’:"{: "l:;ff: third verfe, and as fome conceive [ Pifcator, Beza and our Tran-
Seealfo Bel- flatours ] that glory and vertse in the end of it. All thefe great

-larmin deju- and precious things promifed, as proper and Phyfical caufes do
fif. lib.2.caP. formally make us partakers of the Divine Nature. And rhat js the

vsz;o ;:e;“%:m- Truth exprefly laid downin the words of the Text, and more
| &e. > particulaily to be made out in our handling of them.
Do&. That they who are effe@ually called, are by zhe divine power

made partakers of the Divine Nature.

The fubjc perfons are fuch as are called to the faithand ac-
kvowledgement of Jefus Chrit, v, 3.

The effe@ing caufe is Oaa Fdrapss 2 molt divine power, in the
fame third verfe.

JAnd the moft happy and blcfled effe@ is anfwerably a @six pdesg
a divine nature, in this verfe.

1t’s neither what nature in its utmoft energy can produce, nor
what any mere natural man, or Philofopher as fuch (whatever
they talk of their @sudds and ©welxsrer) in the higheft Apo-
genm of their moft fublime attainments can arife up to. It’sonly
a Divine Power that can produce this Divine Nature, and pre-
cions faith in Chrift, whichalone inftates the Chriftian believer
in this moft precions promife, or promifed mercy of being made
partaker ofit. .

-

In
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l; the handling whercof two things I fhall efpecially in-
tend. . - )
- 1. Explication, by endeavouring to fhew what is meant by it
and contained in it. . o
2. Application, and what improvement we are to make of

For the firft, what ismeant by this Divine Natwre, and our com- Explication,
municating, or being made xowwrol partakers of it, diverfe men

according to their different apprehenfions and perfwafions de-

termine diverfly. They may be reduced to thefe three. They in-

texpret it either, 1. to God fimply, 2. or to Chrift, 3. orto the
'Holy Ghott. .

1. They who are moft corrupt underftand it of a real partici-

pation of the Divine Effence, as Ofiander will have us juftified b

Gods and Chrifts effential juftice, and Scruetas to his very death Bexe in Text,
maintained that the cffential Godhead is transfufed into the Epiff, «d Bar-
Godly, as the Soulis into the body by Wwhich it is animated and 40k Carthufi-
inacked, and Gerfon’s Comtemplative and fome high flown Plato- Y™

nifts of our times take bue alittle lower flight, whilft they (with

their Jatesyna ualabruros 2 Pet. 2. 18:) fay thae by their di-

vine contemplations they are abfiraGted from their own dark
perfonality, theirhumanity annihilated, and they fwallowed up Mireds incsg-
in the profound abyfs of the Divinity into which they are wholly g:: "’”;:"’0
tranfported. Whichalfo the even Ranting Enthufiali-Gnofticks jn Derg eipie

' ; Jufeipi

of this and former ages, who of all men by rcafon of their abo- tar, tore Des
minable filthinefs partake leaft of God and moft of the beaft and Pensfit, tora

the Devil, make yet greatet pretenfions to, whileft they give 2" Dewm tranf-
out that they are Goddgd with God, aud Cbrifled with Cbrift, {uch {:ﬂj{:{,"%‘:;
is their blafphemous gibberith, -Whatever cither Fantaftical or ejus effentie dor
Diabolical trances fuch may have, and divine illapfes, unions/¥Rentie inti-
and communications they may vainly boaft of, yet Tam fure 7 mﬁ{?‘;
that no evil dwellswith an boly God, Pfal. 5. 4. and that Chrift 41 aniasar. ¥5-
is feparate from {uch finers, Heb. 7. 26. ' de Cafanb. En-

What diviner taptures and heavenly ravithments (I do not tsufiafm pag. _
fay a Placonick Philofopher in. his fpeculations, but) an holy pid- o
bumble belieying Soul may fometimes have in its holy meditati- of Alazon.
onsand devotions I neither envy, nor now difputes only fay pag. 43.. |
with the Pfalmift that it is good for meto draw near to God, and pfal. 73. 28. *.
that. they gge happieft, who in a fpiritual union and communion = :
can get and -keep neareft; but to pretend to get fo ncaras pro-
pesly to participate. of the effence of God, flieth higher than La-

: Gg cifer’s

it.
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cifer’s pride, Ifa. 14. 14+ and is Antichriltian Blafphemy, 2 The
2. 4 : .

Tacknowledge, fome of the. Fathers, efpecially the Grecek, in
their Rhetorical Hyperboles and defiring to exprefs that lively
image of God which his children have inflemped upon them, do

® Ora. 4 in indulge themlelves a fufficient liberty, as ¥ Athanafius in his
Arvium, Ourorbusda, and t Nugianzenin hisafaess Gady micu Osiuaron
+Orat. 43. 0. but not as though they ever meant any fuch abolition ot our
gg;; orat . nature, and transformation of it into God’s, or participa-
defp M& tion of his ¢flcnce, which being in it felf infinite, is therefore to
" the finite creature incommunicable; if Chrifts hypoftatical union
did not confound the natures and their properties, much les -
will this myftical union of God.and the foul work any commix-
_tion, or transfufion of it into the Godhead.
1. The three confubftantial perfons of the Sacred Trinity only
in common partaking, (if I may fo callit) of the Divine natare
eflentially sqiodas.

2. Chrifts humane nature, (not only waexs«lixds and §yegpn-
%uni’s as Neflorins blafphemed, for fo we partake of it, but) vwoss-
simas and perfonally, which'is his alone prerogative.

- 3, I’ our higheft honaur and happinels that we may be made -
partakers of it by a participation of Divine Grace and image,
which is wrought inus by him, and by which we are made con-
formable to him, fo far as the, image ‘of his infinite, holinefs is

"expreffible in" a limited and reftrained being, as the wax re-

ceives the impreflion of the Seal; not the effence, and that ina

: picture is called a face, or band, -whichhath the likenefs of it, as
or. Spupow  he well expreffeth it, and as truly addeth, that ke who raifeth it
vpontheText. any bigher muft have fwelling andlofty thoughts of the creatwre, and
Jow and moft unworthy and difbonourable thoughts of God. (Thus

Divines (ay ) we partake of the Divine nature accidemsaliter per
donxm gratié [andlificantis, as we have Ditine Grace wrorghrin
us by the fpirit of God, which makes us like God. But as for Cor-

InZewwm  wel. & Lapide’s [ubftantialiter which he adds, as we-are partakers of
) the fpirit of God himfelf, we fhall {peak of that by and: by, we
, are now dealing with Enthufiafts, who (as the Manichees of
Andfo (as  old held that by nature we are ex traduce Deiorti, drops, and
"Galeftins(aid) bearns and particles of ‘the Deity, fo they) concti¢-that in the -
Egd’”;' Sins 8 way of their high attainments they are partakers of the very
avguftin, & Godhead, Godded with God, and Chrifted with Chrift, as their
afti “I;da‘z‘[\ blafphemous gibberith blundexsit. Buthow much more fobctlc,l ‘

, S KL ana
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and pioufly doth Cyprian expres it ! Noftra & ipfius conjundiio wee.
mifcet perfonas, mec wnit [ubflantias, [ed affeClus confociat & confe-
derat volmtates. This 0si pdoeg in the Text is not ©sslys, This
Divine nature is not the Djvine Effence as they conceit itv
Iacknowledge that * Clopenburgh and de 1 Diew after him con- * Tractar. de
ceive ' otherwile, and that as, Fam. 3. 7. eioss Onelwy the na- é"“"’ ‘?'d"'
txre of beafts fignificth Beafls, and glere drfgaaivn the mature of cpyicy dng.
man, a man, {0 here Oela pueus the Divine natwre, or nature of sapriftice,
God may Oxthodoxally enough be taken to fignify God, as T InTextum,
confidered in his own pature and being 3 but then that by xoryared
or partakers is not here meant a transfufion or commsnication of They under-
the Divine Effence, that in that fenle we fhould be xurywrod :}.‘o"dc°g'“‘“3,
8e§Twlos partakers of the Deity, bue only as Heathen Idolatess, chan come
-1 Cor. 10. 20. atefaid to be xuravol dasporioy to have fellow- municarion.
hip with Devils, (o true believess have not only a real commu- '
nication of Divine Grace infufed into them, but alfo a true and
blefled_Communion with God himflf, and srulyoar fellwipis
with the Fatber andthe Son, asthe Apoftle affertsit, Fobn 1. 3.
Nor hath this expofition any thing in it which is contrary to
ppiety. or found dofirine, but yet this xasywroi 0ias gvasws feemeth Kovavel is
to founda moseinward and inherent communieation of fore- #¥lex-
thing, and not oply a bate communion and felow(hip, as. one
fricad hath with amother, -though that be included, and of it
fome good Interpreters expound it. ' B
2. Others therefore intterpret thefe words in reference to Chrift, _
as Ambrofe,and Oecmmenius of his incarnation in which his hu- Epift. 38,
mane nature was made partaker of the Divine, becaufe hypofiati-
" cally united to it; But . ) »
1. Therein the Son- of God did more properly take part of
omr bumane natwre, as is cxprefly faid he did, Heb. 2. 14. thanwe
of the Divine. : ) . .
2. Befides, that partaking was already in a&, cver fince our Sa- Cyprian faith,
viour’s birth and conception, whereas this which the Apoftle here f:,:',;:”m:::’
fpeaks of wasin part yet to be agcomplifhed to believers, in their per fpisirum, gy
feveral {ucceflions and further participation, ) humane per .
3. And withall, Thusall that have an bumare natwre might be <pw.-de Na-
faid to be partakers of the divine, which the Apoftle here rcltrains,;;?"&ft'dm’-
to belicvers only.. ' HH TECh T
4 And therefore Cyril although he interpret it alfo with refe- Catechlf.
-rence to Chrift, yetof our Symbolical partaking of him, and (o )
of God in the'Eucharift. This the Papifts greedily fwallow down,
’ Gg 2 as
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as making (‘they think) for their Tranfubftantiation , by which
(as they fay) thcy come to cat the very material Body of Chyif,
and fo become Chriftiferi, and Chriflo comcorperei, Chrift being con.
corporated with them, as the food is with the body, for fo they
will expound thofe words of our Saviour, Fobn 6. 6. He that
eateth my flefb, and drinkeib my blood, dwellesh inme, and 1 in bim

But although in the due receiving of that Sacrament, we fpi-
ritually by faith are made partakers of whole Chrift, and fo far
as faving graceis conveyed to us in the ufe of it we may be truly
faid by it (‘asby other Ordinances) to be made partakers of. that
which the Apoftle here calleth the Divine Natwre, yet

1. He fpeaketh more generally of it here, than to be reftrained
to the cffic& only of that Sacrament.

2. And more fpiritually than to underftand any fuch grofs, ab-
furd, and blafphemous commixture and concorporation of Chrift’s
Body with ours, fo as to be this partaking of the Divine satnre.

3. Others therefore more rightly and properly interpret it in
zeference to the Holy Ghoft, and fo C. 2 Lapide faith, we ore
made partakers of the Divine nature, not only accidemtalier, as
we are by the fpirit of God and the work of his grace indaed
with Divine Qualities and Graces, wherein efpecially the image of
God confifts, and fo by thofe Divine Lincaments drawn by the
finger of God (‘which are a thadowy reprefentation of his glori-
ous being and holinefs) we are made conformable to him, and,
as Children, like unto our Heavenly Father :

Bonavent. 1. But he would have it alfo underftood fubflamtisliter , that we
Sess. difl. 14 arc fubfantially alfo made partakers of the Divine nature, in that
Thoo, ;‘ 1. ¢. thevery pesfon of the Holy Ghoft is united to us, and dwellerh
“a3.4r.3.6. inusasin his Temple, fubftantiallyand perfonally wovo modo, and
Vafquez , Va- fo in a2 manner deifieth us. This he proveth out of others of their
Jen. 3“'"';' Authors. Nor do I deny but that fome of our own ¥ Divines
:: l:“' ?‘;' (though I know none of them that expounds this Text of it) do
1.3 ™7 yet hold that not only the grace, but even the perfon of the Holy
;Mr.nown- Gboft is in an c‘fp‘cicialbmanncr inthlieve:s who is thercfore (as
am, they conceive) faid to be givem to them, 1 Fobn 3. 24. 4. 13. Rom.
fz":‘i’c;’::ﬁ';;f. 5+ 5« t0 be,and to dwell;and to abide in tbzn,]obn 14 16,173. 1Cor.
fima amicitid 6. 19. and fuchlike. But although I fully belicve thefe Scriptures,
neceffarid i  and therefore fublcribe to what Lombard lib. 1. dift. 14. proveth
amici prefen- ot of Antiquity, that the Holy Ghoft himfelf is gives to and
e dwelleth in believers, yet as concerning that movws modss which
they fpeak of, I muft confefs my own ignorance, as not know-

ing
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ing how the Holy Ghoft being God, and fo in his Effence, fub- o~
ftance and perfon alike every where, thould in that refpe be
more prefentin believers than elfewhere, but only in a more gra-
cious and glorious prefence of manifeftation of himfelf to them,
and operation in them, unlefs they would have the third perfon
hypoftatically united to believers, as Chrift’s humanity was to
the fecond perfon,which Lapide’s words {eem fomething to found
like to, when he faith, thatthe Holy Ghoft perfonally dwells in
the righteous Soul, which I fuppofe he meant not oiy a perfonal
snion, but only an wnion of perfons, of the perfon of the Holy
Ghott dwelling there, not as though it were {0 perfonally that
the fpirit and cthe believing Soul were one perfon, as it was with
Chrift’s hamanity in its hypoftatical union with the fecond perfon
of the Blefled Trinity, which yet he there compareth this to, and
to my apprehention doth but nicely diftinguith it from it, whiltin -
that perfonal Union in Chrift of the fecond perlon with the hu- -
manity he makes the bond and tye to be modus [ubflantialis, but
in this perfonal Union of the third perfon with a believer thetie i
_ grace asaquality. But I leave thefe piceties which' many a graci-
ous Soul, in whigh the Holy. Ghoft dwells by his grace, cannot

conceive, and therefore troubleth not it felf with, 10 fufficient

for my prelent purpofe that he confeflech this grace of the fpirit

to be the medium, vinculum & caufs of this perfonal indwelling

of the fpirit in us: and therefore it is, that as the {pirit by bis

grace dwelleth in us, we are made partakers of the Divine nature.

And this fitly leads me to that which undoubtedly (and if not

only, yet ) is moft fully and properly intended and held. out by

- this Expreflion. Parsakers therefore we areof the Divine Nature,Sce Forbes of

1. In and by the grace of Adoption and Sonthip, for by Adop- juftificationy

“tion being called to the fellowfbip of Cbrift in bhis Sonfhip, what f‘P"" ) 3
he is by nature, weare madeby grace, viz. the Sonsof God,and; ’przj‘ﬁm

_ fo Chrilts fatberis our father, and his fpirit our (pirit, and confe- Chrifli beaefi-
quently the nature of all three (being butone) ¥s in this relative ¢ia, illud max-
fenfe communicated to us, we as Sons having our fubfiltence from :’:‘: ’ﬁg‘:{){’!“-
the Son, who is one with the Father, and we in our. manner and gee Bellarmin:

" meafure one with them both, even the Children of Gsd, and fo de juftific. 1. 2.
partakers of the Divine Nuture. So Athansfius, * dui yag 43 g3 ¢ $- womodo
pelixorTag, 55 ©4F uarix e asybusda, by being partakers of the Son :”g:»' \ 4f-¢ -
of God (members of bis body, of bis flefti, and of bis bowes, as ;. grrium,
the Apofile exprefleth it, Epbef: 5. 30.) we become thereby.par-

takers of God, and of this he addeth this Text is to be under-

flood. ) But
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But aswe arc the Sons of God upon a double Title, both of
Adoption and Regencration(for whom he'adopts to be Sons, Fobn
1. 12. he begets as Sons, v. 13.) (o we are made partakers of
the Divine nature upon a double intereft, as sclative in adop-

tion, fo ' ‘

_ 2. Pofitive and inherent in Regeneration, and it carricd on in
fanQification, and this I conccive here efpecially undesftood. So
- .Orar. 42.Dei- Nagianzen, xabaesr ©Osoediis spopdlelas. yuvéusha & Oelas xorvard
Jormes 'g‘“" wares 78 nonmrig 53 ey ls wriupd]@. We are made partakers of
fif:,‘e':,c',,f:: the Divine nature by partaking of the Holy Spirit; as Athanafius
formi converfa. in another place expreflcth it [de 8. Trinis. dislog. Tom. 2. p-1 64.)
tione. Idem de whileft by the operation of the Divine Spirit in heart and life we
unltione clg:[- are made like God, in the one bearing his image, Epbef. 4. 24.
ﬁmc:';{,f;? Tdom Cobe 3. 0. andiin the other fhewing forth bis versmes and graces,
de aleatoribus, 1 Pet. 2. 9. made one fpirit with bim, 1 Cor. 6.17. not by any
S. vo. 7iw % Partnerfhip of his Effence and fubfiance, but of excellent graces,
g"ﬁ"iﬁ“‘"? boly as be is boly, 1 Pes. 1. 15. pure as be is purey 1 Fobu 5. 3. mer-
5ib. arbimvinpn Ciful as be is mercifil, Luke 6. 36. perfedt as be is perfel, Matib.
in bis nos filies 5 48 grace for grace, Jobn 1.716. as the Child to the Father,

ejus,verég;De- member for member, orin the Wax to the Seal; tamp for ftamp,
os praftemus,

4 or in the glafs, face to face, being changed from glory to glory as b
f‘aen::,";;z' the [pirit of the Lord, 2 Gor. 3.18, This likcncgfs ti’; God a':n’d' imi{
1200 tation of him in hatred of fin, in holinefs, rightecoufne(s, and all
Calvin, Bezs, other graces, isasa tranfcript of what is in God originally and
Pifcator , La-jpfinitely. A mew Crestmre is this Divine nature, when from an
pide,Amefius. ; pard Divine Principle and energy (Tas in. the Gloffary edsus is

rendred Ingenivm ) in word and deed we do yynafag exprefs God
as well as our fclves, and in many thiogs God and not our felves,or
- Deopleni.  God more than our felves, we are ©opbes (as Iguatius and others
So gratia ba- of old were fliled) ©scardeis, Osoelnsnos, likc God 5 aud as Adum
:’,‘: . l;":{’up" at firt having God’s image in holinefs and righteoufnefs ffampt
participara, Upon him was T2WT7IRD as God, Gen. 3. (o a true Saint having
Aquin. 12, ¢.this image renewed in him is as God, vir Divinus, which is even
110. See Gibl- the highelt Title, which the Socinians will vouchfafe the fecond
:;f ;’:’ "::g’ Adam our blefled Saviour. Ina WO[C!, wherr 49" S0y oTopls drfed 7o
"B 1% oy o8réX, as Hierocles exprefleth it, woras Calvin, quantam mo-
“dnlus nofter feret, fumus unum eum Deo, as' far @s our meafure
reacheth we are like God, cne with God, we are Heré faid to be
partakers of the Divine nature. o -
Which is evident from the words foregoing and following. .
1. The Text, that you mighs be partakers of #he Diviite Nature,
: and
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sod immeédiately follows dweguybsles having efcaped the corruption
" shat isinthe world through lut, added on purpofe by way of ex-
pofition to tell us what itis,in and by which we arc made par-
takers of sbe divine naswre, not of God’s divine eflence, {0 as to Hoc ipfum in-
be Godded with his Godhead, for whofoever fhould afcribe to it dicar cum de-
the efcaping of polinsion would thereby moft uoworthily and blaf- finit natura di-
phemoutly difparage his infinite and eflential holinefs 5 but only ;::,‘%::’:Zm
a participation of his heavenly grace, wherebyina wayand frame effe ac mundi
of fan&ification we efcape worldly pollutions. ) corraptionem
2. Again immediately before the words of the Text, it’s faid, effugiffe. Bezas
there are given to us exceeding great and precions pramiﬁ?x whereby
we are made partakers of the Divine nature. It feemeth thetefore
we have it by promife, fo hath not God, it being his eflence and
nature, nor {hould we if wehad his very nature, of which there
is no one promife made usin the whole book of God, unlefs that
of the Devils, ye fball be like God, Gem. 3.-but of Divine grace and
fan@ification very many. ' . :
" 3. And laftly that which in the Text is calleda giving to us
that whereby we are made partakers of the divine noture, in the
foregoing verfc is called the divine powers giving to us all things.
shat pertain to life and Godnefi, and (‘as many cxpound that
which followeth) a calling of us 0 glory and versue. The divine
sature then is in that which pertains to godlinefs and verixe here
in an cftate and way of grace, and to /ife and glory in the other
world, which leadstothe ‘
~ . 3. Third and laft particular of our being partakers of 1he Divine
- Nature, and that is the pesfe@ing of graceio- glory, when.God Bea, Disdar:
thewing himfelf face to face (hall fo fill ns with his light and life, Eftins, Lapide,
that then we (hail be moft fully Deoplens, mof perfe@ly like bim, and fo Culvin
when we fhall fee bim as beis, 1 Fobn 3. 2. And if by bebolding ,,}:‘;2}“,‘,,1;,.,‘. ol
bim in the glafs of the Gefpel intbe face of Chrift we are bere tranf- lib. 3. cap, 11..
formed from glory.te glory as by the [pirit of the Lord into a moft fést. 10,
divine and heavenly contormity, 2 Cor. 3. 18. whata far greater
sranshiguration will it at laftbe, when we fhall be once got up
into the boly meunt, and there fce God and Chrilt face to face 7 o
Ohhow fhall we then be changed from glory.to glery when made 2 Thef. 2. 142
partakers of the glaryof Chrift, Fobn17.22, 24. and the glory of .
God; Rom. 5. 2. when we fhall (as much as weare capable of) pom. 1 $u7s
sranfirein Deum, be transformed inte his likene(s in the immedi- :
ste fruitionof himftlf, there where all old things-and whatever oo cofuinin-
we were before more unlike to God in fhall pafs away, and God Pfychopannuch, -

only thall-be allin all, 1 Core 35 28+ Thus-pag, 358,
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Thus atlaft inthefe particulars we have feen what it is to be
made partakers of the diviwe mature, and in the explication of
them therc hath gone along with it a futficient proof that true
belicvers are fo, and by truly being God-like, domake good their
name, while they are called Godly. And becaufe the main thiog [
‘intended in the choice of this argument was the due improvement
of it in heart and life, :

U 1. Let us firlt with all humble reverence and thankfulnefs to God
On bended  in Chrift admireand adore 78y drsxdrkynlor &uTé Papsay this his
knces with. u’n{gukabk gift, inenarrable, that cannot be uttered or declared

:‘“"d’ l!'f‘d 4 [oihciently. The Apofile 2 Cor. 9. 15. ufed that phrafe of God's
- u;’:;’cﬁ lee Making the Corimbians willing and ready to communicate of
us ay, now their outward and temporal goods to the Saints;-but by how much
cban;: teta  greater:zight may weapply it to Gods giving himfclf, and (in
God for ;’;:’ the fenfé before explained) communicating of his own natureto
:f'f,.“k" finners ? The poor Scholar when he had nothing elfe, he gave
himfelf to his mafter; and the great God, as baving mothing
greater, [weareth by bimfelf, Heb. 6. 13. fo having nothing bet-
tcr, he giveth himfelf to his fervants. It was Peters poverty that
4%.3. 6,  made him fay to the Cripple, filver and gold bave Inone, but fuch
as Tbave give Ithee. But it is the snfearchable unvaluable richer
Pfal so.  Of Gods grace, who though he could fay the filver and gold is
. mine, Hag. 2. 8. when all the filver and gold in the wosld is
his to beftow upon the heirs of life; yet as when among all the
Gen.2. 20 other creatures there was nota fit belp for Adam, he gave him
awife, {o when all the world and the richesand glory of it (the
greateft boon that the'Devil could offer to Chrift) are not worth
givingor taking to be a Chriftians portion, the great God giveth
himfelf to be that to his children. It was the high honour that
" God put upon Adam that in regard of his rational being and
dominion over his creatures (which was one part of his image
flampt upon him)he made him like him,and this was asthe ground
upon which that other part of his image was drawn, which (as
the honour of our nature) is in part yet continued, in which
fenfc the Apoftlc approved the Poets o3 ele & yér0s soudy for we
‘are bis off fpring, A% 17. 28. (not as though we were his na-
tural fons and as creatures made of his effcnce, as the Manichees
Crogsi Anti-  and other Hereticks of old, and Weigelivs and other Fanatick
:";té’l- P‘:'" Enthufiafts of late have blafphemed, forfo we are by way of cre<
‘:,’,f‘gf’."‘_’ " ation, not of generation, which is his eflential fons property)
this prerogative of our nature Iacknowledge is our great hono:;

- . , a
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and privilege, as we are reaflonable men, and of this St. Ambrefe
fometimes cxpounds my Text, Dedis enim de cognatione [u3, ra-
2ionabilis [eilicet nature : but were thisall, we might be)bafc and
miferable ecnough, for of (iich as wese in this fenle God’s off fpring,
our Saviour {aid they were the Cbhildren of the Devil, Fobn 8. 44
Adam in innocency had an higher honour put upon him, dnda
far nobler part of God’s image {tampt on him, which was in righ-
teoufitefs and true holinefi: this by our finand fall in him we have Eppef. 4. 24
defaced and laft. But oh the infinite condcfcending Philanthropy
and love of God 10 mankind, elpecially to Believers, that to re-
cover it and us, he hatlr fent'his only begotten Son into the World, Cogitandum e-
for him to be miade partakers of our bumane nasure, and (‘which nim et ande
next to it is the greateft gift that he would beftow ) his own {pirit :':;f‘;: i
into our hearts, that we thereby might be made partakers of the cutmen 'evebar.
 Divine Nature. What cannot omnipotent mercy do that makes Scimus quam
thefe meet ? Confider we but ferioufly how infinitely glorious and abjeds fit na-
holy God is, and how wofully bafe and finful we are, and we :,'g;’”%;‘"
Thall not be able but in an holy ecflafic with the Apofile to cry out, gz Dews itd fe
& 8400, O beight and depth! (well might Arminius ay, that seffrum facis,
s Relatio difquiparantie, cujus fundamensum Chriftus nalli re in- @¢. Calvin
digens, serminus fidelis omnium egens) that on God’s part it is the g',;“"":"‘t :
loweft condeYcention, and on our part the higheft exaltation ima- 7,1 A n 8.
" ~ : . o 9" Thef. 4s. .
ginable, truly above all thas we could ask or canthink,, adcd fubli- C.3 Lapide.
mis eft ut omnixm Augelorum naturam ﬁ:{’em nec altiis affurgere
poseft bomo, as be fpcaks of it, Man can be raifed no higher, and
the Angelical fiature of it felf cannot rife fo high. Well mighe
they (in the words foregoing the Text) be called 74 uigica
e ivafyirudle, exceeding great, fuperlatively greatand molt
precions promifes, If by them we may be made partakers of the
Divine Natsre. We {o vile and filthy, by nature Children of mrath,
Epbef- 2. 3. to be made partakers of that Divine natare, whichiis Hebr. 9. 26.
fo glorious and boly, and feparate from Sinners! I the Centu- afasth.8’8.
rion thought him{elf wawerthy fox Chrift in bis eftate of hami- -
liation to come under bis roof, how infinitely more unworthy we
that the God of Glory theuld come into our Souls > That he thould
ever- draw (o nigh to us, and take us {o near to himfelf, to be
Friends, Sons, Heirs, not only to be made meet to be partakers of
the inberitance of the Saints, but al{o of himfelf and bis own ns-
3ire; is as much as God-could give, and infinitely more than the
heart of man could think tkat he thould.ever receive : and can we
then do le6s than adore and blefs llt‘im', (nay give up our felves
B T - H . to
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~ " tohim, who hath given his Son himfelf to us, and be willing to
be partakers of his fufferings, 1 Pet. 4. 13. who hath made us
ymak;r: of bis maswre and happine(s) if we find it in ous
felves?
Ufe 20 But what fhall we do then when we meet with it in othexs? but
take heed that
' 1. We donot malign, hate, oppofc and wrong it, xéwers
Osopdyor Supsdausy, lelt baply we be found to fight againft God, as
Gamaliel warned the Council, 4&. 5.39. It’s notbaply bur moft
certainly we fhall fo do in fo doing : tor we hear that the faithful
arc partakers of the Divine nature, and therefore bate them as fuch,
and you are @sswysis, baters of God, Rom. 1.30. fight agaiaft
them, and you ate @uousyor, fighters againft God, you perfecmte
not them fo'much as Chrift, 48. 9. 5. you sonch the apple ot Gods
eye, Zech. 2. 8. whatever good or evil we have done unto them,
¢ takes as done unto himklIf, Masth. 25. 40, 45. As at that laft
day he will be glorified in bis Saints, 2T 1.10. fo now he
- is oppofed and peifecuted in his Saints, and this not only confe-
© gmenter; & interpretativé, but propri¢ & formaliter. It is the face
and appearance of God in the Saints, which the malice of ungodly
Enemies dirc&ly firikes at, ¥nd would wound him through their
fides, as David {aid, the reproaches of them that re{roacbcd thee bave
fallen upon me, Pfal. 69 9. Their natures are oftentimes fo fweet
and amiable, that otherwife they could notbut love them, but it’s
the Divinte nature in them, the bright luftre whereof angers their
fore cyes, and thames their filthy nakednefs, and that’s the reafon
why they b hate them. Cajws Sejus was otherwife a good man,
but only cvil in evil mens eyes becaufe he was a Chriftian.
Had only an aultere Jobs Baprift loft his head, or were they
only haifhly dealt with, whofe natural tempers and cooverfe
. were more rigid and harth, we might think the caufe of it were
only in them3 but when Pas/ lofeth his head too, who even in
Porpbyries cyes was a man (o full of worth and defircable y when
David was {o cruelly perfecuted, who was fo amiable; when Chrift
him(elf who was fweetnefs it {cIf was fo bitterly hated and at laft
erxcified; and to this day when we fhall fee that Chriftians though
otherwife in their carsiage and temper never fo fweet and pleafing,
yet if zealous and eminent in holding forth Gods truth and grace
againft other mens errors and lufls, are tlicrefore cried out againft
as auftese, and rigid, and fowr, and accordingly fowrly dealt
‘wjth (as fometimoes thefroft is very thasp when the day is lg:ltl»and
g ene)
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ferene) the cafe is plain, that (whatever is pretended) perfecstion
is raifed for the words fake, Matth. 13. 21. For shy fake are we
flain allthe day long, could they fay, Pfal. 44. 22. and to this day
may others fay, it’s for Gods truth and holinefs fake that fome are
fo maligned and oppoftd by Strangers and Enemies, whole diflike
of them is truly grounded on this,that théy are more God-like than
they would have them. It would therefore be very well chat fuch
would think whatthey do, and what at lait will be the iffue of i¢,
for certainly he that will {pit again(t the wind will {pit in hisown
face, and he that datheth againtt the Rock, will be dafhed in pie- Matth. 21,44
ees. If it be the Divime masmre in them which thou oppofke®, it’s
but Deoilify malice that proves the Satan, the adverfary. It will
be wifdom therefore hese to forbear.  Take beed thom fpeak not to Gen. 31. 242
shem good nor bad. Refrain fromibefe men and les them alome. Have A%15. 38. .
sobbiing 10 do wish thof: juft mew. For, as Foaf Gaid to Amazisb, Meih.37- %-
Hisy foeuldt thow meddle 30 tby burs? Iron of it flf may be g, 25
bandled, and if you will, soughly; but.ific have firein it, touch
it and it will burn your Fingers. 1In themfelves they are poor
men and you may do your pleafure with them, but if God bein
.them, take beed, tonch not mine amoimted, Pfal. 105. 15.as (Efber
6.13.) Hamar's Wite told him that if Mordecai were of nhe
feed of the Fewws, be fbonld mot prevail ageinft bim , {o if they
be the feed of God, in fighting sgsinft God, cither in himélf or.
his Children, thon wilt never profper. If it be the Divine nature
that is in them, be never focither unnatural or ungracious, asto
hate, defpife, or oppofeit. But ' :
. 3. On the contrary let us own,love and honour it whereever we
findit. Letusown God and his image in his pooreft fervancs.
Let it be evident to us that we our felves ase parsakers of the di-
wine nature, when ymelws even saturally and fromadivme na-
tural inflin& and cogyd and fympathy we cloleand clafp with it,
love and honour and cherifh it in others, both it and them for
it, how mean and abje& and defpifed focver they may be other.
wife. That the dunghill~cack fhould préter the barly-corn before
the Gem, that a Giranger (hould ask the fpoufe wbut is ber be«
lowed above dnosber beloved,  is no wonders no more isit for an ig- Cant. 5. ¢.
norant cainal worldling who kpewesh wes the {Pirinul worth of
the things of God to undervalue the children of God, or to ac- 1 Cor. 2. 14.
cosiwt them the filth iof. the world and the offsconring of all things.
But for prohfled Chriftians to think gnodly of him thac. bard
@ gold ring on, and gay apparel, snd mean while to tiead muder Famesa. 2,3,
: _ Hha2 theirds $-.. .
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their foot-flood a Saint rich in faith, as a child of God' partsken

of the divine wature, and beir of the Kingdom becaufe of his poor
raiment and mean outfide, is moft unworthy. Eet me ever valuca
diamond though in the dirt above a pibble or clott of carth though

fet in golds a poor Chriftian &ll glorivus within, though with
them, Heb. 11. 37. clad with fbeep skins and goat skins, above

all the Sattins and Velvers and ruflling gayeties of other bug

men who havelittle or nothing of God in them. Iusroite wam bic

/Dii funt. Any appearance of God is glorious, but this of faving
grace in his Saints (which: rendrech them moft precions- and bor
mowrable ) next afier that which appeared in Chiift, is moft glo-

! rious as Chrift of Fobn Baptif, What went yow. out to- fee, a man
tath, 11,9, cloatbed in [of vaiment, or a Propbes# Tea I [ay unto yox more than

'R - & Propbet, morethana bare man, one that hath much of God in
In Ignatii mar- him, a @1opbess as Ignatims cxplained it to Trajam, & 7dr Xersdy &
e a3 Jwys degbeay, Or as we read ofthofe Chriftians in Fujtin Mar

tyr which had 23y ©4drin 7y swrudion Tsrayi10uirer, cven God
himfelf (may Ifay ?) infhrined in their fouls and confcicnces,
and‘what is then dueto them ?- - .
- Nodivine worfhip; as-would beif #eigelius and other En
thufiats: conceiptsof our being of the yery effence of God were
true, and which. fome-of our Blafphemershave oflate given aod
received, whichan Angel refufed, and thercforeit is Luciferis
Bevilith pride to entertain 5 though the godly be parsakers of 1he
divine nature, yet they may not be of divine worfbip. _
But yet upon this ground there isdue to them
.1, Great Honourand reverence, for if we ought fo to reve:
rence the image of God looking out in Magiftrates and Superic
ours (who are therefore called Gods, Bfal. 82. 6.) in regard of
their greatnefs, is there nonedue to the Saints who refemble him
inhis holinefs and goodnefs 2 The hollow of a Papbuwrim cye
put out for Chrifts fake is worthy of the kils of an Empe-
four. - :
2. Singular and tranfcendent love, and this in-the fruitsand
effles ofit, inbouaty ifthey need 5 for ifthey be partakers of the
divine nature, what we give to them e lend to the Lord, How-
ever inmof ardent afle@ion; let this divine nature inkindle this
- * diwine flame, and more to them . than to other men, and to
them moft, in whom mof of God appears.. Good is to be dome
wnto all - udnisa Pebut efpecially unto shem which ave of the boufs
beld. of faithy Gale.6..10. Be reconciled (as your phrafe is) ;o
. . the

Revel 19.10,
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sbe whole ereation, and let your love be as univerfal as you can
to all mankind; to brotberly kindnefli we muft add love, 2 Pet.
1. 7. Be we not fo prodigal of our love to the Saints that we
prove fo niggardly that we have none for others; but yet on.
the contrary, although our love fhould be univerfal, yet it fhould
not be equal; extended to all, but yet fo as more intenfely fet

on fich whom he beflows his peculiar love upon, and ours fheuld

imitate his, be difcriminant as his i. The Arminians in their
do@rine fo enlarge Godsfaving love to all, that they leflen icto
thofc whom God will have the greateft fharers in it, and fo
whilft they divide the river into- more channels make it more fhal-
low, where he will haveit sunina more full fiream. Let notus-
be Arminians in our praice, fo to love all 3s in a manner to
love all alike. Leta praarbgania a love of mankind go always a-
long with us, but {o asthis giaadeagia- may ever have the upper
hand. Prefer Fersfalem above our chief joy, Pfal- 137. 6. Love
all men as men (as the Prophet faith, Hide nos by feif from.
shine own flefb, Ifa. 8. 7.) but yet o as to love them moft, with

whom we bave one and the fame fpirit, 1 Cots 12 13. Homowr
" all men, but efpecially Love the brotberbood, 1 Pet. 2. 17. Let at
leaft humanity prevail with us to eficem and love all that
with us partake of humane nature, for fo far we love our felves,
but fo as to put more abundant bowowr on them who are made

partakgrs of the divine natwre, forfo we. ﬂ:all love God in thems. -
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BT that W-e.nkuy'havc this honour and love, it will be
required that we examine our fclves whether we bave at-
tained to this truc ground of it, this truly honourable

" ftate of being madepartakers of the divine nature.

Wherein that confifts, hath already in the general been decla-
zedin the former do&rinal explication; the main of it was, that
divine grace was this divine nature. .

Pelagius herctically called humane natuse grace; we' miay pi-
.oufly and truly call faving grace divine natwre 3 tobe Godly is
to be God like. Godisholy, juft, wife, good, fpiritual, heaven-
1y, andit is his very nature to be fo. And he thatis of fuch an
‘heavenly fpirit and carriage, although #il bumani 2 ¢ slienum
putat, yet totus divinitatem fpirat, though otherwite ki be 2 poor
weakman' {ubje& to humane infirmiries, yet by th:s his confor-
ity to God he is raifed to divine perfellion. As the eye of faith
under all that bloud and fpittle faw on ou:dSaviouts face his
glory as the of the only begotten Son of God full of grace and
fru_i, ~fobngxlfry‘4. fo tb'ey fame eye under the mean goutﬁdc of
him who hath filled out of Chrifis fulmefs his meafure of grace
and holinefs, even grace for grace, beholdeth with awful reve-
rence and complacential love bright rayes and reflexions of divi-
nity. In bis heavenly difcourfe, it (aith Non vox bominems [onat,
there is more thanaman; God fpeaks in him, as Fanins thought
of that poor godly man, who was one means of turning him
from his Atheifm. And when it beholds his holy and heavenly
converfation, though it do not fay with the Lycaowiams, A8
14. 11, that Gods are come downito us in be likenefs of mem, yec
though but an Idiot, he will report that God is in bim of & trub,
1 Core 14- 25 :

But enough of this in general : Let us rather for our better
dirccion confidex fome pasticular properties of this Divine Na-

- ' twre
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ture by which it may be difcovered and manifefted 3 fome from
that it’s called Neswre,, and fome from that it’s fiiled a Divine
Natwre. 1. " ‘\ o
1. Natuse is sninward inbred principle. In matural bodics it’s
ordinarily defined to be primcipium mosis & quietis, and fo this Principium
ivine matwrein a gracious {pirit is an inward principle of power s intrinfe.
and a@, the {pring that in this divinz durbuazer fets all the 72 Aguin.1..
‘wheeles a going Jike the fpirit of the living crestures insbe mbeels, o, 310- 83
Ezek. 1. 20. In this fenfe our Saviour faith that the water )
which be giveth to the thirfly jsviedlas & dury wwyd fhall be in.
him, & éurgit thall bein bim ; bat what ? & well of water fpring-
ing up to everlafting life, Fobn 4. 14. notaCiftern, which h':ﬁ-,.
all its water from without putinto it. It is fo indced as it hath
all from God, but in regard of outward fupplies fuch a mell it is
~ that hath fuch afpring in it, as from it felf is continually bub-
bling and fpringing sp so everlafling life. I’ noartificial engine
to {poatout that water whichic had not of itsown, butatsue
patural fountain that poureth out of whatfpringethupin it (If,
Fer. 6. 7. asin thecreation the herb brought forsh feed and sbe
tree fruit after its Rind, Gen. 1. 12.from itsinnate (cminal vertue,
itsinward natural, temperament and conftitution, and the flone
moveth down to the center and the fparks fly spward from their gy ¢, o,
natural propenfion, nature being that ingenita rei vis & potentia,
gui ipfa 2 [eipfimovetwrs (0 in this new creation, where there is
a Divine Nature, there isfomething within, not only ablaze in
“the tarop, but alflo oyl in the veffel, Matth. 25. 4. aninward
principle, which fets the foul in motion to God and heaven,
thefe divine {parks naturally -fly upward, as it’s faid of Timethy,
Philip. 2. 20. that ymotes he did genuincly and matarally care
for the things of God and his Church: and 70b faid of himtelf that
the root of the matter was in-bim, Fob 19. 28. coatrary to what
is {aid of the ftony-ground hearer, that he badnot root in bimfelf
't davsi§, Matsh.13.21.which isthe broad difference between a true
born child of God and a formal hypocrite : the one fluteers and:
makes a great fiir in the things of God, but Ged knows and be
himfelf knows and feelsthese ismoinward vital principle that
fets him on work, mothing from withia, unlefe vain-glory oso-
‘thex finifter crimés and intenvions, which are.oaly courrpt na-
ture, but ufually a¥l is from wihom, cither the. applaufe oc
frowns ofmen; and the one as the wind drives about -the mill-.
&ils which clfe would @and @ill, and the other as thofe Zrockiere:

ORI,
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.or water-works force the water upwards which elfe wopld lie
below or fall downward.But O friend ¢ 7 $rdoy treu((as he faid of
the dead flatue which he could not make ftand by it fclf) thexe
muft be fimeshing within thatgoes to a divine naswre, an inward
principle:of Divine life and love, which witheut thefe pullies

" and plummets fets the wheels of the foul on going God-ward,

Doth uot-even sature it [¢if seach you £ [aith she Apoftle in that cafe,
1 Core 11+ 14. and doth pot the Divine nature it {clf, where-
ever itis in truth, froman inward principle and pendus anime
prompt and incite and carry you-out towards God in communi-
-on with him, and obedience to him? as, 4. 18. 5. it’s faid
of Paul eureixs7o 70 #vivuals he was preffed in fpirit, occafioned
by the Fews obitinacy, but there was a fpirit within bim that prel.
{ed him to it. _ : '
- ‘But here take adouble caution, when Ifpeak of this inward
principle, it is not with our Eunthufiafts fo to cry up a Chrift
within them " as to cry down a Chrift without them, indeed with-
out them, becaule never truly in them. Chrift indeed dwells in
onr bearts, but it is by faish, Epbef. 3. 17. and that is both bred
and fed by his werd and erdidances, Rom. 100 17. 1 Pet. 2.
2. 2. Nor is it to firike down (uch poor Chriftians as are already -
finking by realon of inward faintoefs. I acknowledge that in the
new-born babe through weakne(s of nature this pulle may be
weak, -and in the grown Chriftian through accidental corsuptions
and temptations there may be obfiru@ions and interruptions; but
then the man is the more fick for it, and watare thas opprefled
(if itbe Divine) ftruggles and groans the moreunderit; when
the man of God cannot do sbe good shat be wonld, he cryeth out
of himfelf a5 a wretched miferable man for it, Rom. 7. 18, 24.
though the reot of the master be in bim, as it wasin Fob, yet
fometimes it may be under-ground, and as feed fown undera
great weight of carth that keeps it undes, but it works and works
and at laft peeps out, and then fprouts and {prings apace, fuch
an inward. principle there is in uature, and fuch allo in the (oul
that is made parsaker of the divine nature in its outgoings to that
which grace hath made connatural to it. o
2. Hencein the fecond place from this inward - principle na-
tural motion of it felf is ready and free, -not forced or violent.
With what. inward freedom doth my heast go out to him whom
1 naturally love? and with what a free fource doth the fountain
calt out, or (as the Hebrew word 1P} in the aQive form fig-
- nificth)

-




\on 2 Per. 1. 4: -
nifieth) empty her waters that naturally flow from it? And
how willing a people are God’s in the day rf bispower, Pfal. 110. 3
and our Saviour fheweth that as free a_ current -floweth
from tbis fountain of life, when in the place before quoted, he
faith that his Spirit and Grace thall be as znyd 4 well of water, fo
32arQ drkoyire aque [alientis of water [pringing , freely fully
fpouting, yea leaping up to everlafting life. . No nced of pumping
and pulling. How #aturally doth fuch a Soul fall into thoughts
of God and defiresafterhim! O! never more free than when i¢
can run in thisChannel moft freely ! Or if at any time (as too
oftenitis) this current be hindred or dammed up, what a com-
plaining murmur may you hear, though without murmuring
againft God? and how may you fee if, though not rifing and

C 241
R .
'rf.f ;ex‘.r'i';'."

Jobn 4. 142

N

{welling in difconteént and pride, yet running over in tears of

true repentance 2 And therefore for trial know, thata conftant
_and total averfenefs from God and the things of God fpeaks
plainly, either a Devilith temper, or (at beft) corrupt nature. And
although, asin fome cafes in a mans body, there may be liftlefnefs
where there is lifé, fo an auk backwardnefs may and oftén doth
confift with the Divise Nature, yetit’s but as lite in fuch a weak

AsHof 119
bent to back-
{liding from

fick body, in which natureis opprefled : Grace is but weak or -

weakned : the man of God in fucha cafe ftands in great need of
cure and relief that his Soul may freely breath, and go out to God,
as Davids did naturally to his Son Abfalem, 2 Sam. 23. 59. -

3. As natural a&ions and fotions ate free, {0 thereupon they
are not irkfome"and grievous, but pleafing and delightful: How
merrily doth the wheel run down the Hill, from its natural pro-
penfion? And with what delight doth she Scholar plod cven on
thofe haider fiudics to which he is naturally affecGted? The gene-
yous Wine with a kind of jollity. and #ripudism, mantles and

fparkles upward , when , in Solomon’s phrale, it moves it felf Pro. 23. 31,

aright, and the Sun inits natural courfe rejoicesh as a mighty man

" .20 run bis race : |
bears is enlarged torun the ways of Gods Commandments, The gene-

rous fpiritual Chriftian never thinks he mounts fo right or with
more delight than when he fparkleth and'moveth upward. How
menily doth this {weet Bird fing when it moves upward, and
{oars aloft in Divine Meditations, Prayers, praifes, and fuch like
more pleafing uninterrupted outgoings of the Soulto God'! yea
what melody in the heart doth it make both to God - and it felf, in

its fweet fad notes, whileit is tugging in the fnare below ! iv-
. | ST . - doxd

but not {fo much as the man of God when bis.

Pfal.19. 5.
Pfal. 119. 32,
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" dud by ddwwlars, Thavea complacency and take pleafure in i

misies, reproaches, perfecwions, difireffes for Chrifls [ake, faith Pewl,

2 Cors 12. 10 it’s thefame word that God the Father faidof his

Son, when he faid be was nell pleafed in him, Masssh. 3. 17. as

though with the like natural complacency that the Father embra-

ced Chrift, the fame doth his fervant from the inftin& of this Di-

ine naswre welcom even heavielt (ufferings for Chrift. With what

delight doth this Scholar in Chrifts School (who is @edidex]G-)

. read thefc hard Chapters with which he is fo naturally taken? for

all delight and pleafure arifeth from the futablenefs of the faculty

and the obje&, and therefore where 2 law of commands without

- doth fo naturally fuit with a law of love within us, how doth it

hugand embrace? Then aduguus, I confent .and approve for my

judgment, Rom. 7. 16. and for my affe@ions, evridouas, ve 22

I delight in tbe law of she Lord after the inward man : and when

: . it is fo within the heart, then I delight to do thy will O my God,
Matth, 11.307 Pfal. 400 8. then it’s meat and drink to do the will of Gad,
sJobn g, 3. Fobn4e34. the yokgis eafic and she burdenlight, and no command
' - jevous : no task but a recreation; no diftaiful Medicine but
pleafing food, which the palate relitheth, and the ftomach natu-

1ally clofeth with.

I confefs the Child is weak and may not be fo well able for the
time todigef} {0 firomg meas 5 and the man of God may be fick,
and thenit may not go down with fo much delight. Weaknefs
or diftemper may fometimes weaken and hindes this a&ual com-

" placential rejoicing, as fickne(s or a cut finger may take off the.
Mufician from a&ual playing on his inftrument, wherein yet he

habitually much delighteths but then that ficknefs makethhim

more fick to think of it. Where there is habitual delight, fuch
a&ual indifpofition caufeth aCtual and hearty gricf for it; and (o
this grief for the prefence of the contrary impediment proclaims
aloud what love he bears and what delight he hathin that from
which he is hindred. , . .o
And this fufficiently enough diftinguifheth in this Cafe the true
Divine Nature froma counterfeit form of Godlinefi :. the one faith..
with them, Mal. 1. 13. Bebold what a wearinefs is i+ ? But
the other cryeth out, oh how weary am L? A genuine Child of.
God crieth out of himfclfand his own uncomfortable wearinefs
im that which hefo naturally loveth and dclighteth in, bewails
his being fo weakned and hindred as the fweet Bird mourns when
it hath fuch a fone hung atits leg, which keeps it from being
upon the wing te which it hath fuch a natural propenfity. -  But

!
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* Bat the bireling thinks much at the work it felf, which he hath
no inward. delight or complacency in, and that when not other-
wife hindted, but by his own wilful averfenefss and hence it is,
and from want of an heaven-born inward principle which mighe
msturally mount him thitherward, whil@t for fear or fhame or
natural confcience or the like extrinfecal motive he is forced to
it, allis up the hill, and then as weak and unfound bodics climbing
up the Wountain uiye pidr wriuss, uixgly M ladues, astliey, fo he
pantsand blowe fatt but gets up yry flowly and untowardly,
till at laft he tumbles down headlong into deepeft gulfs of fin,
which naturally he delights to fwim in, and o with Fsdss goes
-imto bisown place, Als 1. 25. :
4. Fromthis freedom and delight, in natural agents proceeds
frequency in their operations. That which I delight todo, I do
often, and what is watwral, is freqmems. How reiteratedly doth
the heart and pulfe beat ? the fountain bubble, and -one wave -
in the Sca conte on in the neck of another? Nature is no flug,
but like the good houfewife is up cvery momningand afreth se-
fumes hertask, and perpetwis vicibus turns about herwheel #dy :
Teyxer 1is ymbeses as S. Fames callsit. So the fun-doth not, like Fam. 3. 6.
the Perfian King or gseat Mogl -to keep Rateappear abroad but
feldom on fome high dayes, or great Feftivals, but every mom-
ing as the bridegroome cometh omt of bis ebamber, and cvery day Pfa 19. 3.

repeats bis race, and for the wind 7PN 27 320 22D
AN JU YDAID as Solomon, Ecclef 1. 6.moft clegantly ex-
preflech it, it whirlesh abous continmally and retmrueth again - ac-
cording o bis circmits, or (as Bromgbsonrendreth it) the wind whirl-
eth whirleih, walketh, and into bis cirenits retwrneth the wind. Not
- are the breathings of the Divine fpirit lefs reftle(s and unceflant
where he breaths freely. God in his own nature isa pure ad,
and therefcre continaally a&ing. My Father worketh bitherto,
and I work , faith our Saviour, Fobn 5. 17. and fo doth his {piric
too. The Divine Nature is confinually a&ing in the government
of the world, nor is it kfs operative in the believer$ heart, be-
ing (inthe place before cited) a well of water éanopivs in the
prefent tenfe exprefling a continued a@& of f(pringing and bub-
bling up, and (o working out fin as the troubled fountain doth
defilement. The Divine Natxre is continually offering upa juge
Jacrificiam a daily (acrifice to God, David morsing, and evening
and at woon, Pfal. §5. 17. even feven timesaday, Pfal. 119.

164+ Pasl had ddspfay érsosr n0 reft or relaxation, or inter-
’ T n.ifion
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roiffion either in his flelh or fpirit, 2 Cor. 2+ 13. but would
Jpend and be Jfpems in the fervice of God and his people, 2 Cor. 12.
15. There was much of God, and of an heavenly Divine Na-
swre inthofe worthies who. (as the heavens) were ina perpetual
motion. And although this height and degrce many that are
truly godly according to their lower attainments and k(s parti-
cipation do not (it may befhall not) here tife up to'till they
arrive there whete they. reft not day andnighs, (aying Holy, Holy,
Holy, &c.  yet whereever ggs Divinelifeis, the ganis breathing,
and the pulfe beating, though in fome fick fits fometimes too
{Qlowly and very-weakly s evep when afleepthe bears is waking and
filently working. Butif on the contrary, inftead of this frequency
fuch intermitting pulfes and Syncope’s be frequent, the cafe is very
dangerous : but ifalways fone-glill, or but very {eldom, and only
in fome few good moods at a Sacrament, or a fearching Judgment
on our felves or others , we faintly move Godward , here is dead
nature, no quickning (pirits anominous Comet, that fometimes in
an Age appearcth to be gazed on , and forebodes fome cvil ; no
Swn of Righseoufefs here which arifeth every morning to ram his

daily courfe Fke a mighty man that faints not. Which leads te
5. Thefifth Particular. Fos Natase, as it is frequent and ix-
framt in its work, fa it is alfo conftans , Day groweth fironger and
quicker towards the end of its motion. The flone in its natural
motion dewnward, if not hindred, flayethnot till it come to its
centre, and-the nearer it cometh to it, it moveth the fafter.  This
Divine Natgre is heavenly, and therefore moves amain heaven-
ward up the hill, and yet finally flops not 3 isa fpring of water
aaroudes [pringing or leaping up , and that eis Lady aidyror even to
“everlajting life , in the place now fo often méntioned , and which
hath helped us in moft of thefe Particulars. I deny not but this
well by caxthly cares and other occafions may for a time be fopped,
that it floweth not fo fully out,as the Pbiliftims flopped Abrabams
wells with earth : but that it did oot {0 dry them up, but whea
I(aac digged them , again they gave out their water as formerly,
Gen. 26.18. Hindrances and ftops from within and without the
man of God may have in the way of Sod, but no total intercifi-
ons, no final Apoftafies; but when at liberty , he mownts sp with
wings ¢t an Eagle 3 runueth, asd is wot weary 5 walks, and doth not
faint.  And therefore (for teial) as the clock which for a while
gocth right, but when weights are taken off, fands fiill and moves
noty(heweth that it’s not natural, but an astificial piece of work-
: i manfhip =
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manthip: fo, feem we to move never (0 faft in tH¥ ways of God,
if when outward compulfion and motives ceafe , we ftand Rill or
go backward, it plainly (heweth that all vas but an artifice, and
_nothing of this Divine Nature; which as in God is eternal and un-
changeable, (o as itis in his Children ("as she feed it is begossen of,
1 Pet. 1. 23.) is incorrmptible and immortal,
But yet in us Mimay have its fops for a whileand partial inter- -
miflions, as when there is life, yetin fickne(s and fainting fits. the
pulle may be very weak and fometimes intermitted. Butevenin. =
-that Cafle: ‘ ’
_ 6. InNature there is a principle of recovery, as Eutychus though Principium s
taken up dead, yet becaufe life was in bim, came again to him- ‘r”ﬂ'”‘!"","a».' :
felf, 43, 20. 9,10, 11. The Seed though corrapted under-ground, 0‘;:”"“" '
yet at lalt fprouts out again, and the live-fpring though for the =~
prefent defiled with filth calt into it, yee by litcle and lictle is fRill
working out that pollation, and refts not tillit hath wrought i¢
felf into its formes clearnels.” Such falls and defilements may a °
live Chriftian, a Saint (ometimes fall into, as David, Peter, and.
others, but asyou rcad ot their falls foof their recoveries. The
Sheep may fall in.the dirt, bur it’s the unclean Swine that continu- \
cth o lie and wallow init. The féed of> God may fometimesbe ; Fop, 33 9.
under-ground; but if it abide in us (“as the Apoftle fpeaks) ic
will at lalt get up and our again. As shere isbope of 4 treesthough:
when cxz down the root thereof wax oldin the earth, andthe flock
shereof die in the ground, 1hat tbrough he fcent of water it will
Sprous again ond bud, and bring forth boughs as a- plans, as Fob
fpeaks cap. 14 7,8, 9+ So,even a plant of righteoufnefs may fome-
times be {o nipt and blafied that all may feem to be dead, hut being
planted by the river,implanted into Chrift by the feent of waser from
this Divine nature and fupply of the fpiris of Fefus Chrift, aftex
fuch a nipping Winter. dath recover again its verdure in the
fpring. drifidasts faith the Apofile of his Pbilippians, Cap. 4. 10.-
I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now as laft your care bath flou-
rifbed again.. Not like Fude’s trees, twice dead; and plncke up by verf 13;1
she roots, and To even. dead without poffibility of after-growth,. = =
Till Nature be quite fpent and extiné (which the Divine Nature
never canbe) it hath an inward ngtural Balam in it, which
helps on its cure and recovery : and‘as longas there is any breath- ~
ing of the Divine Spirit, it will at lakt dyalarvear, flir up that 2 Tim 1.6..
grace which (cemed to be raked up under the dead athes, and blow o

itup into: a brighter flame. And' therefore after fuch falls and
: ) o ftumbles,

1
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* *As corrupt ‘flushbles, labour we to exprefs this Divine nature by thefe happy
nature breeds gfter yecoveries. :
}2‘,2‘; ?;f’;}: Nor doth it only play fuch after-games, but is much difcover-
wine natwre  ¢d by its forchand-quicknefs. Graceis prevenring as well as fabe.
work thefe te- fequent. And this adds °
coveries. A feventh particular. Nature hath its iﬂu‘

xedIYTRI TH

, sopyai, fympa-
308 euemds thies , antipathies, its hints, inflindls and impefhs, which antevert
ifﬁn wes the Als of Reafon, prevent dilcourfe and® dcliberation. At the
w3 eanbusver firft blufh the heart clofeth with this thing or perfon before it can
&ixéior. PIut.  ¢hink why, and rifeth up in abhorrency and loathing of that
:,"‘;;{,:‘;’. other when it cannot tell wherefore.

" 2. adDometam, Non amo te, Volufi, nec poffum dicere quare.
Quod fentirer I0’s fo with the Divine Natsre. It doth abftsin, and on the fud
antequam dif* den flart back, dwd werld¢ cidus wommgl, from the very firft appear-
citur. ance of evil, 1 Thefl: 5.22. quicquid malé fueris coloratum , §5
}?‘c"ﬁ“"" Bernard phrafeth it.  Some expound it of matters of Do&riké,
.38 and fo the good Womans Spisit rofc againft falle Do&rine preach-
ed, though the could not fay it-was fo: fome underftand it of
pra&ice, and (o the chaft Soul bates cven the garmens fpossed with
the flifs, Fudev. 23. istroubled, fweats and faints at the firft ap-
pearanct of it as fome naturally do at the prefence of that againft
which they have afecret Anzipathy : On the contrary at firft fight
or fpeech (by an swio animatum) clofcth with perlons of the
fame fpirit, and things that are as it were connatural,before it hath
time or leifure to give a rational account of it, I know the word
of God muft be the ftanding rule both of our Faith and pra@ice,
and am far from indulging the wild phanfies and the fudden vio-
lent impetus of rath inconfiderate men ; and yct in fome cafes give
much to the jowd and propendency, as alfo to the averfation ofthe
fpirits of fober godly men, efpeciallyif of all or moft, as having
in them @wéy 74, fomething of the workings of this Divine Ns-
Fobmzo. 4. tarein them, which anticipates their difcourfe , and (as Fobx out-
ran Peter ) is got out before they can come to any deliberate refo-
lution. By its nature the Lamb dreads the Wolf, when fo young,
that it cannot difcern him: and we fhould difcover more of this
: Divine Nature, if by the divine inftin& of it we can loath fin, when
Nature doth We arc otherwife fo weak orfurprized, that we have not time or

a& always ss ability to make a deliberate judgment of it,

highasitcan, -8, A% Nature fometimes anticipates Reafon, fo this Divine Na-
;?dh‘h'l‘";“'l'g' ture always exceeds and goeth beyond that which is only humane.

this DivineNa. Divinity is above Humanity , Grace above Nature. A Chriftian is
gure carry us? . ’ not
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not Juads dr9¢exG- a bare man, bat more than a man. And’
theretore to have or exprefs no more than what Nature can work,
or natural men by other helps can attain to, x7' &y Sgawor desmariy,

. to walk as men with the Apoftle, 1 Cor. 3. 3. terminus minmens, ox
_(as Caps 6. 7. he calls the like) it’s ¥sTuua 3 defect, in &hich we.
fall much thort of , and below that whicha man of God that is
made partaker of the Divine Natsre, thould arrive at, and come up -
to. Forasman by pature and kind is and aéts above other crea-
tures, fo a Chriftian man thould even above himfelf, asa man, and
above other men that want that Divine Principle. The widwives-
once faid, that the Hebrew women were ot as the Egyption women, -
Exod. 1.19. And truly the men of God fhould not be as other-
men, I mean not more proud, and froward, and woildly, but more
holy, and humble, and unblameable than other men.  Samfon the.
Nazarite became then only like anotber man-when his locks were
fhaved off, and the Spiris of God departed from bim , Fudg. 16.17; -
20. But as long as the fan&ifying Spirit a&s and abides: in us,
we are true Nazarites, as by our holy Vows {eparated to Ged, fo
we thould be (though not whally [cparated, yet) very muchdiftin-
guifhed from other ordinary men. Ghrift expects from us a 7f Wheremuch is

47

aicodr, Mat. 5. 47. fomesbing fingular, cminent, and tran{cendent, 52.'.'.’,‘,2" wit
> and:

a proportionable diftance from othersin our lives , which may aa.
fwer that ydopa uéya which we expect to be fixed between them Eﬂﬁe ﬂ'?;‘?.,:

and us aftcr our deaths, Lac. 16:26.  Comsarcnus (de Juflificas. ) could not be-

makes the comparifon of the manners of a Ruftick and of a Citizen §iven.Sthere-

or Courtier : and a like difference he faith there is between the car- roquires moft, .

riage of an carth-born {inner and a Saint meade: partaker of the Di-

vise Nasture. The Sons of Princes thould not be in the garb of

Pealantschildrens but that comparifon is too low. Between Na-

ture and Grace there thould be a more vaft difance. A:Child of

God fhould be as much above a natural man as besven is above the -
earth,and as much above a fouler finner, as heaven is above hell. .
But how then cometh it topafs, that the roof of hell thould be fq
nigh (as Fmay fo fpeak) to the floor of heaven : - that there fhould :
be fo little dificrence betweenthe 4pogesm and higheRt of moral -
Heathens, or other natural men, and the Epigexm or lowgh of a-
collapfed or go-by-ground Chriftian 2- Doth not this puff up proud i
Nature, and if not debafc the Divine, yet make our Philofophical *
Chriftians think low afl meanly of it?Make it in thefe mens efteemn -
but.a name, a thin fine notien, and them that arc parsakgrs of it; .

fome Eatopian fancies which-Preachers talk of, but the world feeth -
Jicleof 2 SERMON
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Preacht at N D therefore that we may cither prevent or refute thefe
St. Maries, their mifprifionsand blafpbemics,and convince them that

Fan 17, this we fpcak of isa very reality; be we exhorted to 3
165;. things. . )
Yfe 4o’ 1. To afpire and indeavour really toattain tothis high dig.

nity of being indeed partakers of this divine nature.”

2. Then to walk an{werably to it and worthy of it.
3. Becaufe both will be here impericct, to long for heaven

where both will be in their full perfe &ion.
1. Firlt (I fay) let us with our whole might afpire to this
higheft dignity, and not re till we arrive at this Divine Pre-
Fobar. 13, rogative of being the Sons of God, and fo partakers of the divine
.natwre. And to quicken us hereto, confider,

1. How ftudious and ambitious men have alwayes been of
Camerar.med. nearnefs to great Princes, and (for that purpofe) ofan imitation
cent. 1. €4p.  and likenefs of their deportment, fathions,geftures, and often-
g:;‘ 5,,';";,'::‘ times even of their both moral, ‘yea and natural vices and defor-
lingue erat, -nities. Poppea’s ‘yellow locks abeauty in the Court, Leonides
bec facundiam his gate and manners Alexander could not forbear to imitate, as
- ’;,'”‘0‘”‘"; , 'his Courticrs did many things in him. A wry neck or a long
”i:!pj;?;l‘b.l ,. hooked nofe much doted on becaule it looked like an -Empe-
cap. 29. - zours. And for the minds complexion Hierom from -experience
Epift, ad Le- could (ay Qworum virtuses affequi neqmeas citd imitaris vitie,
tam, when we cannot reach their vertues, we are very prone to take
' up in imitating their vices, like foolith wanton children when
As Lafanting W C3NROL Atride their fieps in fair way, we will follow them
obferves, lib. through the dirty puddle. Exempla exemplaria, fo that the fmi-
g.c. 6. mores -tation of their manners and vices their fubje@s account to bea
“ i}”‘ﬁi“ zﬁ':, ~pic;:c (;_f th; homage they owe to them, ®which therefore made
ariy £X Tully (ay that plus-exemplo guam peccato nocems [ 3 de legibus] they
::{';,f“’"d" do {norc meifchief b';Pthcir cxample than by[thcir %n. ]Glcat
mens
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mens examples (I fay) are Laws, and holy mens tempers and car-
riages have a kind of weceffitating cogency in-them to imitation, 7f
ve ¥0ru dvaynilus’tebeilur, faid Paul to Peter, Why compelleft thow
the Gentilesto Judaize # Gal. 2.14. So like do we dcfire to be to
good at leaft to great men; but how much rather thould we afpire
and endeavour to be like to him who is Optimus Maximus , to the
great King and moft holy God , even God bleffed for ever # whofe
nature is moft holy, whofc works are truth, and bis ways judgmens,

Dan. 4. 37. in whole Divine Beauity is no deformity. And therefore .
as our Saviour faid to his D ciples, Te believe in God, believe alfo Fupy 14, 7
in me: 1 may well fay to all, Do you imitate man ? fhall we not '
imitate God and Chrift rather ? If foolith men glory in an Apith
fymbolizing with men like themfelves, and that in their hunane

infirmities, how glorious, and therefore defirable thould it be to us

to partake with God in his Divine Nature and perfe@ions ?

2. And this the rather, becaufe this high honour and happinefs 05j. Bar yoo
is attainable. The happy event puts it out of queftion. Many Will fay hes-
inall Agesof the Church have arrived at this height ,- who have o high
thewn forth the vertses of God swbo bath called them, 1 Pet. 2. 9+ reach iv. Ot
who by emanations of Divine Grace in heart and life, have expref- infinitely
fed a purticipation of the Divine Natwre,and what in this kind hath higher;” and
been in fome by the fame Grace, may be in others [ 4b ¢ffe ¢~ poff, 'h“;‘b‘.‘l’.“ o
@e.] did we but put forth the firength and a@ivity of Pawls ii:im;e;g
faith, who could be and do all things through Chrift firengthning '
him,Pbil.4.13. The Text in hand (had we nothing ¢lfe) doth fufh-
ciently clear this poflibility 5 for it doth not only fay that precious
promifes were given so them, that they may bfelP”Mkm of the Divine
Nature (and Gofpel-promifes do at leaft aflure us of a poffibiliry,
and when by faith laid hold on, of a certainty of their accomplith-
ment) but withal adds the happy event in their baving efcaped tbe
corrpsion thgt is inthe world shrowgh Iuft. In which this aCtual
participation of this Divine Natsure in part confifteth, and by which
(according to the truc fenfe and intention of the Apottle in his add- .
ing of thole words) it is evidenced.  Well then , it’s hence plain,
that fuch a participation of the Divine Nature may be had, and tru-
ly then, fuch a may-be of fucha mercy thould be enough to any
awaekned fpirit to imploy and improve its utmoft endcavours for
" the attaining of it. It encouraged the Widow of Tekoab to make
a great petition to Davidebecaufc fhe faid in ber (elf, It may be the
King willgrant it, 2Sam. 14.15. And, It may be the Lord will

Yook om mine affliclion , (aid David himfclf , and upon that ground
~ Kk " paticntly
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patiently endured it, 2 Sam. 16+ 12. Who knmoweth ? faith the Pro-
phet Joel 2. 14. and, Who cantell ? faid the people of Nineveb,
Fonab. 3. . whetber God will tsern and repens , and fo the more fe-
rioufly they fet upon their duty , that he might. Truly Gods may-
be's arebetter than mans fhall-be’s. A may-be of falvation is one
of the fizlt eafls of faiths cye to juftification. Inmatters of out-
ward cltate we much value even our poffibilities 3 and they fet
the whole world upon bufiea&ion. What crowds of poor, where
adoal may be had? What trudging over fea and land fora may-be
of profit > And if fuch an height of honour or place may be got

s Samm 14, 4, UP 10, Whatcreepingup , though wpon bands and fees, as Joriathan

n3.
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between fharp rocksto comeat it, upon this very ground, it may
be the Lord will work for us # Asit was enough for Facob to besw
#bat there was corn in Egyps tobe had (though he was not affured
to have any.of it) #0 fay 10 bis fons,Why do you look one wpon anetber &
get you down.and buy for us, that we may live and not dye , Gen. 43,
1, 2. And why then thould we look here and there, and like fools:
have our eyes in the ends of the earsh to find out other vanities, when
did we but Jif} up our eyes and hearts to heaven , we might both

- feeand get that which will make us like the God of heaven, E

fay not therefore as Facob there of Egyps, Get yox down shither, but
get we up bither , though it be with Fonatban and his Armowr-
bearer. on our bands and kgens, with humbleft prayers and earnefieft.
endeavours, though (as with them up frarpeft rocks) through great-
cft dificultics and dangers. Butis it poffible, that a child of wrath-
by nature may become a Son of God,and by Grace be parsaker of
the Divine Nature ? Onc in himfelf fo much the Beaft and the
Devil,be made like the bleffed God 7 And fo I that am fo vileand:
finful, may I becoine boly as be is boly # perfedt as my. beavenly Fa-
ther is perfeli - Then fure the bappinefs of it would not be more
inconceivable, than our neglect of it unexcufable. Ret us- there-
fore up and be doing.

3. And thisyet the rather upon confideration:of what others,.
even Heathens, have attempted in this kind,and when shey. have
been fo mantling the wing this way, let them thame us if we take
not afurther and an higher flight.. How doth Plato upand down.
define the chiefeft good of man to confift in a full conformity to-
God! and what a noifc do they make with their @ssndis and-
dwobsalirles? of their being God-like whileft they lived, and Dei-
fi.d whendead ? Oh that what we read in their Books we might-
fiad in.our hearts, and others may fee in our lives, that we; might-

: really;
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geally be and-do what they talked of. At lealt for thame Tet us
+ exceed what they did or could attain to : whillt we do {o much
exceed them both for pattetn and principle.

1. ‘Our pattern is moze fair, and our Copy far more clearly and
legibly written before us in she word of srusb, than theirs in the
dim light of nature. Itdid more darkly difcover to them the
footficps of God, that by following him therein they might grope
sficr an UnkwownGod, and fo thicy fumbled about a poor confor- 44.19. 13, |
mity to him. ‘But upon us the day hath dawned, end the day-ftar 27-
is vifen in emr bearts, and the 8w of righteonfnefs fhircth torth, 2 Pet. 3, 19. !
which hath more fully difcovered to us the image and nature of
God i the face of Fefus Chrift, unvailed and clearly difcovered -
tousin the glaf and bright bearns of the Gofpel; the Deity in
its natare, perfons and properties evidently manifefted, wor ever
could the holinefs, juftice, power, truth and mercy of God be
more fully declared than they are by Chrift, and as they are held -
forth in tge Gofpel. InChrift God is menifefied in she flefh, He be- 1 ¥im. 3.16.
ing the Brightme[s of His Fatber’s glory, and she expre(s Image of Heb:y. 3.;
bis Perfom, in swbom the fulne[s of she Godbead dwels bodily, and 6. 2. 5.
all grace (which is this Divine natare in the Text) emincntly
and withoxt meafure for our participation & imitation. So that our
better Abimelecb(our King and Fathier )in his grace and life faich to
usall, asthe other dbjmelech did to his followers, Fudg. 9. 48.
#What ye bave feen me do, make bafte and do like me. The word
was made flefp and demels amemg ws, that we might ata nearer Fobn 1. 14,
view" bebold bis glory full of*grace and trush, and walkt among :

.

us on purpole that we fhould follew bis fieps. In 2 word, he be- 1 Per.a.21:
ing God, took upon him the nature, and wasmade in the like
wefi of man, that the like mind might be in us, and that whilk piL. 2. 9. 4.
we have fucha perfe& pattern (o near our eye, according to our
meafure (in likencfs and conformity) we might be made pare
takers of the divinenature. And if the rich man thought thatone
coming from the desd would work fo great matters with his bre- Luke 16. 3.
thren, what a transformation in our hearts and lives fhould
Chrift make who for this very purpofe came down from beaven ?
Quir pattern in Chrift is very fair. ‘
And it very openly and clearly held out tous in the Gofpel.
Whether by Chrifts own miriftry 5 he being the only begotzen Son
in bis Fathers bofoms could belt declare bim, Fobn 1. 18. And
fhould we only confider hisfermon on the Mount in the 5, 6, 7.

Chapters of S. Masthew, we may underftand fo much of God’s
T Kk2 nature
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natare and will, that were qur hearts and lives anfwerable, we
fhould therein very much partake of the Divine natare, and in
our meafure be perfed asoxr Fatber who is in besven is perfedl, as
our Saviour there fpeaks, Matth. 5. 48. Orfhould we confider
the Gofpel of Chrift as difpenfed in the writings or preachings
of his Apofiles or other fervants; Paul inthe general fpeaks ve-
1y fullto our puspofe, 2 Cor. 3. 18. that we all withopen face
asin aglafs bebolding ibe gloryof the Lord are changed ints the
fame image from glory so glory as by she fpirit of the Lord.

- In which Text every claufe is very ftrong and cmphatical. we

M‘) W"

all notonly Apofiles and Minifters, (asfome would expound it)
but all true Chriftianss for they are not only fuch as we call Di»
vines, that are made partakers of the Divine nature.

With open face dyaxsxarvpuiry weyedry, not through Mofes
his darker veils. : A

Keronlelipsros bebolding the glory of Gods that is, the glo-
rious nature, wifdom, juftice and meicy of God, moft fully and
perfe@ly exprefled, and expofed and maniféfted in Chrift.

And accordingly moft clearly refleCted and held forth in the
glals and molt clear mirrour of the Gofpel This exparte ob-
je&ti & medii. : N : o
- But what ex parte fubjedti is or thould be the -effck of it 2
- Merapogpiusle we are or at lealt God expeéketh that we thould
be changed into thevery fame image,not only there tofecand be-
hold him, but fo as to reprefent him, jm fpecnlo reprefensantes,
as Erafmus tranflateth it, and fo are transhgured into the fame
likenefs sanquam fecundarie quedsm imagines, as Beza well cx-
prefleth it. '

" And that fromglory toglory, that is, not only from one de
gree of glorious grace to another, as moft interpreters expound
it, but as fome add from the glory that isin God and Chrift, from
this reflexion of it, toa proportionable glory according te our
manner and meafure communicated tous by it.. < .

And all this as by the [pirit of the Lord s thatis, o really and
glorioufly that nothing but the all powerful fpiit of God could
effectit, for fo that particle xafdwse As by.the fpirit of the Lord
fignifieth canfam congruam & dignam tante sransformationis, as
C. a Lapide rightly obfesveth.

All cometh to this, and all fully to my prefent purpofe, That
mow when God is in Chrift (o fully (as I may fay) exhibited and
expofcd toour view, and in the Gofpel fo clearly manifefted

‘ and
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and held forth tous : He expeeth, and whesre grace prevailcth
he thereby effc@cth fuch achange and tsansformation, that we
are not like our. former felves, but'are molded into bis likencfs,
.and having laid afide our corrupt nature we are wsade parsakers
of his Divine Naswre. This is (or fhould be) according to Paxl’s
doctrine there, the effect of the Gofpel, and (as Calvin obferveth
upon my Text) according to Peter’s do&rine here, when he
faith thac the excceding grest amd preciows Golpel-promifes are
given to us Jra Jua 7é7ey thatby shem we fhould be parsakers
of the Divine Nature. He telleth us thisis the end of the Gofpel
(Notenns bunc effe Evangelii finem, us aliquando Deo comformes
reddamur, id verd eff qmafi Deificari) that at Jalt we may be
conformable to God, which is, asit were, to be Dxified 5 or, as
our Apoftle phrafeth it, to be made partakgrs of the Divine Nu-
sure. Which whillt. we arefo plentifully partakers of the Golpel,
,we fhould be exceedingly afhamed of, that wefo far fall fhost
of it, which yet the very Heathens fo much afpired to, who fell fo
.fhortof us: as thus in pattern, {o , .

2. In principle 3 foras our pattern is more clear,- {o.our prin-

253

',c‘rplc ismore high... This conformu}to God_in srue Chiiltiags,

(you heard from, 2 Cor. 3. 18) isfrom sbe [pirit of 1he Lord,
.whilt by the fpirit of Chriltinlightning and xegencrating we ase
renewed afier the Image of God, Cole 3. fO. ‘

As alfo from faith in Chsift laying: hold of thefe exceeding
great and precious promifes of the Golpel, aad on Chriit in them,
from wiole fulncfs alone God would have us receive grace for
grace,grace in us an{werable and conformable to grace in him,and
10 to be partakers of the Divine Nature. Now this faith, thefe
promiles, this Chrift, and this fpiric of Chrilt thofe Heathens and
their moft (ublimate Philofophess wese utter (trangess to, him

they knew not, to him by faith they went not, nay out of them~

felves they wentnot; but to their Philofophical moral confide-
1ations, and thcir purgative vertues, to which they ever joyned
* their heathenifh idolatries and fuperfticious luftrations and facri-
fices, and fometimes to their yonléfzr and ©svpylas charms and
forceries, as uttesly inconfiftent with the Divine nature as the true
6od is contrary toa vain idol, and therefore it is no wonder
that it was fo wofully deformed a deiformity which they ar-
rived at, how trimly focver theiradmirers do trim itup and tus.

kefs it, : .
And thercfore when there is {o mucliaore light and power ;:
: . ¢

With Porphy-

vie to his x1-

OagTixad.
Ia
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the Gofpel, when our both pattern and principle fo far every
way cxceed theirs. Surely God cannot but- expe that it fhould
be another-kins likenels co him that we fhould attain to, than
what they arrived at, And on the contrary, let us fadly think
what a fhame it isto us and to the Gofpel too that when there is
fo much of God in it, there fhould be fo littlein us who profefs
L {4 ‘

That when weread David’s Plalms, and the other Prophets
writings in the old Teftament, we fhould find (o much light and
life, that chey both breath and exprefs fo much of God in them,

- and we [o little, fo that in truth although (as Exfebins obferveth)

they were not called, yet indeed they were the true Chriftians,
and many of us are reallyas much withowt God as we are firangers
from sbat Commonsvsalsh of Ifrael.

Efpecially that even Heathens thould herein exceed us, that they
thould fo honourably fpeak of that God whom we fo blafpheme ;
that they fhould exprefs more of God by the twilight of nature,
than we in the fun-fhine of the Gofpely that Erafmss thould (o
ardly forbear to prayto Socrates as a-Saint, whilft many who
are named Chriftians may (‘without breach of charity ) be called
Aheifls; that any of us fhould have upon us fuch black marks
.of the Devil, when on many of them we may difcover (thou
ruder, yet) very lovely chara&ers and lincaments (by the help only
of their natural Divinity) of the Divine natwre, which we who
‘have better means in all reafon thould be more pofiefled of.

SER-
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2PET. 1. 4.

Nb fhould it be here asked what thofc means are which @wefti-

we thould make ufc of whereby to attain to this high ho-
mour ‘and happinefs ¥

I muft anfwer, that all that we ef our felves can do as to any 4#/>-
jnward worth or cfficacy operative of fo- great an effe@, is juft
nothing. We that cando nething to make our felves men, fuse-
ly can do aslittle to make our felves mewof God 5 can lefscon-
cur to the producing of this Divine natute, than we did to ous
humane: both area Creation, and therefore the wotk of God
only : but yet fo as weare tomake our addreflts to him for the-
one now that we have 2 natural being, which we could not for
the other when he had none.

And here as the Divine natwre cffentially confidered in God-
is common to alk the three perfons, fo this communicated fym-
bolical Divine nature in us is the common work of them all,
and therefore to them all we are to makc our applications for-
1t . )

1. To God the Father, who as he is Fous Deisatis, and commu, Méaas -
picates that Divine nature to the Son and the fpiri¢, {o he is Fons.
Gratie, and through the Son by the Spitit imparts this Divine
mature to all hischildsen. K was bis breath that breathed into-
Adam at fisfk that oml in which cfpecially was his image, and:
jt muft be his breathing flill chat muft breath into our hearts that
{divine gracein which confifis that his. image renewed and this-
Divine nature. God our Creatowe is the Author of this wem-
Creature.

And here the means ofit on our partsis.by humble and’ car-#
neft prayer tobreath afterhim forit, asthe dying man gafpeth-
for breaththat isgoing away, or rather asthe dry carth:gapeth-
for heavens rain and influence which it wanteth, and fo in- this-

ffole and diafiole ugon the out-breathing_ of ous fouls and defires-
following.:
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followeth in God’s way the btca(hihg in of this bivine breath
of life, the gwickning fpirit by which we are made fpiritual -
ving fouls. Ia thiscafe it was faid of Sawl, Bebold be prayesh, Adis
9. 11.

For, although it be true, that the prayers of she wicked, whillt -

they purpofe togo on in fin, ave an abominasionto she Lord s

And as true that the prayer of any in an cftate of corrupt na-
ture, as it cometh from fuch is o defiled, that in regard of any
worth in it inftead of meriting 'an anfwer it jultly deferveth a
denial. Whereupon our Antinomians and others do wickedly
forbid fuch to pray : ‘ :
- Yet in fuch finners that lic under the burden of fin and mifery
and are looking out for help and mercy; to look up to God in
prayer forit,

Asit is the homage which is due from the creature to its Cre-
atour, and fo to be tendred to him; )

Soitis the way ordained by God, inand by which the crea-

‘ture in want and mifery may come to reccive mercy. Which

thesefore God commands, and that to a Simons Magus, and that
upon only a Perhaps toreceive mercy, A8. 8. 22. preey God if
perbaps the thought of thy heart may be forgiven thee.

And which therefore in obedience to fuch a command to par-
form, is (both in God’s intention and ordination on his part,
and asto the happy fuccefs and event on our parts) the dize@
futable and fuccefsful means of our obtaining as all otber mer-
cies, fo of this which is one of:the chicf of all, of being made

partakers of tbe Divine waswre, and that upon a double ac- .

count. :

1. As in a way of moral caufality it prevaileth with God,
and through his indulgence procurcth of him the grant of this in-
cftimable gift of the wew creature, this divine nature, as Manaffeb
in thiscafe by his prayer prevailed with God for bis return both
from his finand captivity cogether, 2 Chroni. 33. 12,.13.and fo
ftill, the child isborn crying: o

2. So alfo in a kind of phyfical efhiciency (as I may callit) In
‘the very act of praying we {o nearly converfe with God that by

* Jooking up to him we are made like him: as the ftung Ifrselite

by looking to the Brazen Serpent was healed, and Mofes by near
approaches to God and communing with him on the Moxat had
irradiations of his glory reflec@ed on him; fo in near and fre-
quentaddrefles to God by prayer thete is much communication

of
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of God by fuch clofe communion with him. Papifts are wont to
piQure their Saints praying with a Glory onitheir head 5 bue true
Saints thatare much with God have much of God and his glori-
ous ‘grace on their hearts, and none more than thofe that come
into his prefence oftneft, get neareft and keep cloleft. Our Saviour
when he was praying in the Miunt was transfigured, Lake . 29.
Nor are we ever more trdnsformed into the image of God- and
Chrift, than when we have got up our hearts higheft and near-
eft in thaeduty. Be much thercfore with God our Father in prayer

for this mercy. ,

2. Make neareft applications to Chrift the Son and our Sa-
viour by faith in his promifes, for - ' -

By the promifes (we read in the Text) we come to be partakers
of the divine mature: which when fcaled to us, there is an im-
prefs of Chrift flamped onus. And Chrift is wrapt up in thofe
promifes, who as -in his - Incasnation. was made partaker of our -
natyre, foby himand his grace alone weare made partakers of

And faith is the eye and hand which feeth and taketh hold of
Chrift in the promifes, and {o by bebolding him in thatglsfz, as in-
sellecins fit idem cum objello, we come to be changed (as we heard)
into she (ame image from glory te glory. There is an image of the
thing (een in the eye that looks on it, and we by faith wiflly,
eying of Chrift have his image {0 imprinted on us, that we
prove no longer like our felves. Asthe wife men, Mattb. 2. when
they had feen him, turw’d back ansther way, v. 12. Sothey that
by him are made wifé to Salvation, neverfavingly faw him, bue - - - .
wentaway with auosher beart, not their former felves, but chans
ged intoanother, that isto fay, this divise wature.

To thefepromifesand Chriftin them apply we our felves; for
i’ from his fuuefi (as before we heard) that we muft only re-
ceive grace for grace, grace in us.an({werable to the grace in

And content we not our felves with moral and Philofophical
confiderations asable to work fuch a change. Gebagzi may lay 3 xing. 4. 3u.
the ftaff on the child’s face, and no life come: the water will
not rife higher than from whence it defcended. Nature in its
higheft clevations will not be able of it felf to rife up to faving
grace, nor will any moral fpeculations or qualifications lift us up
to a divine nature. Chriftis the fountain-head. He came down

from heaven to work it, and therefore to him in heavenby faith
' : L1l muft
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mult we rife up, ifever we would haveit wrought in us.

"3. And to the {pirit of Chrift, for this cbanging ime sbe fome
image (as weallo heard ) isby the fpirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. 3.
18. It swas this {pirit that bresibed the inmage of God into us in
our firlt creation, and it muft be the fame fpisit, that muft breath
into us this new life, the, fiuger of chis fpirie, that'only can draw
uponus thefe fair and lovely charalers and lincaments of this
Divine images the fpiris of regemeration that mult beges us to this
Beyw nature. .

- And theeefore herg againrelt sot in higheft cither natural or
moral confiderations ; they are but airy, and theis hisch will be

. snfwerable, prove abortions, or like that af the Spanith: waares

which (they fay) conceive by breathing in the South-wind, but
their Foals (they fay too) prefently languith and die, and
fo (at laft to be fuxe) willall fuch bisths of our own beget
n%.fpccially take heed of grieving and refijting the fpirit in thefe
his Divine workings. Ifthe child would be botm, if it camaot
fusther its ownbirch, let it not hinder it by working backward 5.
becauft it is God thas werkesh in ws bothso will sud to doy let us
not maer his wosk , butinand by his (tsength wark ons- oag oom
falvation, by notbeing flints to Ged, but as wax to yicld to,
and to. receive his Divine impre(lions: Thus applying. our felves
to God this happy work may and will be wrought,and rather thaa
fail, God can make ewen affidlions a means to cffet it, that what

%.Gore 10,13, are.in themfelves drfgwwma comnron to men may fusthex this Di-

vine wsture, and (asthe ball) firuckdowa to.the carch in the re-
bound rife as bigh as heaven. So by them we are made partakers
of bis bolinefi, Heb. 12. 10. (‘and that isno lefs than to be par-
sakers of the divine nature) and whillt we 0 faffer, Peter faich,.
the fpirit of glory, yeo and of God reftesh wpow xs » and fo molt
happy participations of the divine glory and nature are communi-
cated to us. Never was meré of God feen in any, than in the Maz-
tyss by the light of the firesthey were conlumed in.

Thus upon thefe confiderations and in the ufe of thefe and
the like meaans, . our furft duty is to endeavous.to come to be par-
tubgrs.of shis divine nature. ,

_ 2. Aad then fecondly malk: worthy of it, and: anfwerable to
it, that. we frem forth the vertues of God, as our Apoftle exhorted
chap. 2. v g. ofthe former Epiltle, thatin our fpirits and car-
niages more. of God may appeaz than of our. felyes3|as in red-

. has:
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hot ixon- there is more fire {cen tham iron. Otherwife whillt che Asevery thing
Sons of God walklike other children of men, exprefs as much cor- i the (e
suption, and as little grace, whillt (acccording to the Text) we El'eation
fayand preach that they are pamakers of "the divine nature, men f:::,‘f:!;:::b
will be ready to think that the Citizens of Zion, and of Plate®ste its k'md?‘
Commonwecalth are much a-kin if not the fame; but Idcas and Gem vo 15,120
fancics, and like as the Painters picures of-Angcls,and the Phpifts © in this new
of the Virgin Mary, in which they intead not to make them E,r,e,: :;:,TL};:,
like, but only brave and beautiful : fo we fay rather what they And as thorna
fhould be than what theyare, but (it may be) the quite contra- bring not -
sy, as Polydor Virgil obfervesthat their Popes had ufually names forch gr 'r“
given them which were quite contrary to their temper and pra- 2::,'2;?.-:‘ ¢
¢tice : but although Art may paint, yet Natureis real, and there- l-mrcnorhli)ng
fore if thou faycft that thou art parsaker of this divine Nasuré 5 that is 800d;
Logwere ut videam, Gy, and then do and be what may really and fo lf{g“ the
fab@antially prowe and manifeft it, otherwile an Ape will be an g:i:g fg;:lr:c
Apc though with a childs coat put upon it, and (Tas it is in the bad figs, or
fory) will thew as much whenalmonds are caft beforcit. Nuasu- the vine foure
ram expellas fred litdt, &c. Nature may be difguiled and diflcm- ﬂ:ﬁﬂ. l;ut
“bled fora whileand for ends, and upon defign thou maift mask come:.itse.'
andkeep it in; but it will out; fo will corrupt natuse, and fo will kind and
_ the Diving too, which we theuld labour what we can to exere G0ds plants

and manife®, and that fo: ¢vidently and fully that both our fclves 10g: '
and others may be convinced that what we are or do can proceed
from no lowera psinciple. By wallewing in fenfual lufts and
pleafures we take past with-the beaft : to be proud, envious, blal-
phemous and-malicious, is.to partake of -#he Devil s that is bru-
tifb, this devitift 5 to be kind and cousteous js indeed bumanity,
but if there be no more, it falleth exeeeding thort of the Divine
Nature and our walking up to it and mworthy of it
* That in general is a more full imitation of God and Chrift, and Imitatores Di-
of his more peculiar properties. When the fame miind is in ns as vine bonitutis,
was in Chrift, Pbifip- 2.5 When bumble and meek as he was, 7o7 ;”"‘F" _
when fpititual and. boly & God swbo bath called us is boly, Chriffia; yrrsratersior.
wifmxs eft imitasio Divine Nature ( Nyfen advi Exnomium) Chii- net, Grotius ip
tianity in its proper formality is uothing but the imitation of the Textum,
Digise Ndtwre, and-fully to imitate Ged and Chiift is in the gene-
ral both-tobe partakgrs of it and tomwalk mortby of it. Inpar-
ticular I name only three things. _ v '

- 1. Abound in thofe fruits of the {pirit, Love, peace, longJuffer-

ing, gemplonefi, goodnefs, meeknef3, 016. Gah. 5. 22, 23. for whereas
. Lla2 the
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the Apolile, 1 Fobn 4. 16. faith that God is Jove, it tellcth us.thae

love is of his nature, and that therefore he that abounds in love
doth abundantly partake of it, even dwelleth in God, and God
in him. What they ufe to {ay of firma augufta, of a goodly Ma-

" jeftick Perfonage, is much more truc of a leving beart and carri~
_ age, mltum de calo trabit s it bath mufh ot Heaveninit, and
partakes much of God’s Divine Nature and Maj.fty, whercas or
“the contrary, wrath, jirife, envy and malice, though fometimes

mifcalled ingenions, the Apoltle Fames affurcth us if it be mwifdom,
it is earsbly, fenfnal, and devilifs, Chap. 3. 14,15, 16. inftead of
Heavens {ercne light, hath much of Hells {mothered fire in it, much

- of the Devil, who fince bis fall is of all other of Gods Creatures

the molt troubled and difcontented himfelf, and is fo mifchievous
thereupon, that his main endeavour is to make others like him,
and in nothing more thanin thefe hellifh heats, and thefe devil-
ith four dittempers. Have therefore, and exprefs much of this

race of love it we would evidence that we partake of the sutsre
of God, ‘the God of bove. ,

2. Labour to get and keep above the World, for Heaven is high-
above the Earth, and God above the Creature : were we aloft in
Heaven what a poor litcle point would the Earth be in-oureye ? To
God it’s lels thun notbing and vanity. Ifs. 404 17. and -were we
more like God, the World would have lefs both yoom and efteem
in our heart, and the grzateit and goodlieft enjoyments of it (¢f
pecially in compare with God in Chrift) would be exilia, vilis,
poor little worrthlefs nothings, as he faith upon the Text. Qui
femel fein Divinitan‘m immerfit animus , non nifi Deo € Divinis
pafiitur. Were weonce as it were (wallowed 1pin God we fhould
not be fo immerfed in thefe miry puddles below : if fed with
this Heavenly Manna, we fhould not furtcit on thefe Lecks and
Onions of Ezypt. This one Mcdirtation faith Calvin on the Text)
would abundantly futfice, us mando renusciantes toti in calam fe-
ramur, to makeus overlook and defpife the World, and o have
eyeand heart up to God and Heaven. Were we partakers of the
Divine Nature, and fo up in Heaven with God, we fhould be far
abovethe Earth and Worldly contentments.

3. But far higher above Hell in finful defilements, which is the
third particular of our worthy deportment, anfwerable to (o high
a grandeur and exaltation, This the words immediately-follow-
ing the Text hold out to us, when having faid that-we sre msde
partakers of the Divine Natnre, prefently telling you wherein ;ﬁha:

€0l
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confits and appears, he adds, éwopuydsTes, €rc- Cum asfugeritisy
or, as Pagnin-xendreth it, fi refugeritis, when you bave efcaped, ox
if you full flie from che corruption sbat is in she World throwgh -
Int, with the like fpecd and carneftoels chat you would fly from
fire, fword, or peflilence, as the word imports it, and fome inter-
pret it.  Sinis ftrong and we are weak, and therefore our fafety is _
by flying. That is one ttrong argument for us to fly, but this we pysiends 7.
now f(peak of is ftronger. Are we made partakers of the Divine ctoria. Eftins.
Nature ? and what Communion then bath light with darknefi ? or 5 gor. 6. 14, .
Gbrift with Belial ? or God, or thofe that are godly with the 1.
Devil 2 Sinmakes us like the Besft or Devil, and Iwosldnot thas .
you fhould bave felbwibip with Devils,faith the Apoftle, 1 Cor.10.
20. Sinful lufts are fenfual, low, bafe, filthy, but God is a moft
pure and holy fpirit: and truly therefore thofe that profe(s them-.
fetves tobe parsakers of his fpiritand matare, fhould in this.la~-
bour to be like him. - :
- Otherwile, - -

Euher with Exthafiafts to pretend not only to Divinity but.
even to a Deity, and yet to wallow. in.all- loathfome filthine(s- -
with.the BopBoeilar. Guofticksy and ous -abominable Ranters, what:
is it ¢lfe but a picce of Atheiftical non-fenfe and blafphcmous-
contradi&ion ¢ -to make Gods .of incarnate Devils, and men be-
lieve (whathe. Pfal 50..21. thought) that God is Jike u¢ whom :
infucha way we (b far psctend to 2+ -

Or as others fometimes do, when they have no mind to leave.
their fins, to plead that they ave but flefb und blood, not Saints and
Angels to be able to abftain .from fuch lufts, or tobe fo holy asyou »
would have thembe ; .is alfo in a.propostionable meafure alike:
vain and fenfeles, and tofuch I'onlyfay, that if they be but flefb £x ore two, fer:
and blood, they are not as yct partakers of tbe Divine nature, tox-¥e nequam,ouc
that is net carnal, and if they continue fuch, the Apoitle tells gm:'t'l""" i‘l’l";'
them:- they fhall not inberit gbe Kingdom of Heaven (1 Cor. 15. condema .
50.) where theholy God is.  #f thou becftfo far from the grace thee.
of an holy Saint, theu ast much farther off. from.the #asure of an:
bolyGod : and- if thou canft- contentedly. fay .that thou canftnot -
pertorm fuch duties or abftain from fuch fins, it’s but little, it>s no-
thing that thou partake(t of this-honour.and happinefs : for whete -
thete is 2 @sa guoss. a Divine Natwre as.in the Text, there is @efa. .
Mrapss, as it is in the foregoing verfe,a Divine: Power whercby
through Cbhrift with Pas thou wilt be able to do all sbings, Philip.:
4 13 in his frength to-grapple wich Sin, and S&Ian,‘a‘:‘d t’h;’

' orxid,. .

C -
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Rem. 8.37. Wotld, and thsough him to- prouc at 1alt more than Cougueronr.’
De Nat. Serm. And therefore here let me makewfe-of Leo’s words.  dgwefce digni-
1. Depomamns s stem twam (O Chriftiane) & Divine confors fallus nature woli in
ererem b’gl‘ veserem vilissery degeneri comverfutiome redire. Heaven-born
rond ﬁ:’: ";' Chsifiian, but art thou indeed made pastaker of the Divine Na-
adéts pantici- ture ? walk then anfwerable to shy bixeh and brecding, and beik

pationems gene- nature, and by a finful life do not degencrate into thy fommer
rationisGbriftis bafepefs.

carnis renun-

ciemus operi- _When tempted to {in, Divine Natuze fhould look at the firt

bus. Leoibid. blufhof it as from a nawsal inflin@, with an holy Antipathy and
Confiderent _abhorrency. : '
peccatores . At leaft whenm thou thinke&t of it, reafon it qut ef countenance
e &re with fach. choughts as thele, (ball fuch & man as 1do this 2 with
vilem volupta- Nebemiah, Cap. 6.1 1, Shall I that in my kind and meafure partake
tem amiferint. of the mature of God, do the Devils work? Sball I take the mem-
Chryloftoms  pops of Chrijt, and make them the members of an barlot 2 1 Cors 6u
15. Nay this Nature of God in me formally forbids it. Doth st
-even Wature it felf teach you ?- Sox Paad atgued againit mens wear-
ing of loug bair, 1 Cor. 11. 14. and doth not this Divine Natmre
.much rather teach men to abflain from more foul deformities?
Sins againft common natere were the abomisations of the Hea-
thens, Rome. 1.26. and therefore fins againk this Divise Nature
{hould be cicemned more ungatugal and; abominable to- Cheifligns..
Thus let the confideration of this Divime Nafure aatidote and
prevent fin that it iufe& not. )
But if through ‘our carelefnefs it have, let it however firengthen

the heart to expel and ejeék it, that it kill npt. - How will- naeure
(till it be overcome) befick of bad humouss, and thruft out cor-
ruption as a fountain works out pollution ? Nature (I faid) is
a principle of recovery: and fo will this Divine Nature be allo
from thofe peccant humours which it’s fometimes opprefled

Withc . ] _4'
3 * But becaufe, as long as we. live Bere,: that will be too muchiand
Pide Calvini too often, this thould makeus weary of the World, and figh-and,
Inflit. L. 3. cap. byeath afcer Heaven, for it will not be till we get thither, that
o ﬁ'"?;, ;» this will be made pérfe@. Blefled be God, that-we have any
bic vita quan- tafts and beginnings of it here, that in any. degrec and meafure
tufeungue pro- we. partake of God in ‘grace and holine§, aye apy: whit like to
f‘:""f;".;}’;“’ God; but-alasiall that’s donehere is but firft rude dravghts, poox
;e{;:,fm',ﬁ_ imperfe& lineaments of that Dwvine bmage, and they too often
wiliadinis  and too too much blotted out by our fins, 1t’s not till we c:lmc in
: caven
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$caven to fee God as be is, that we fhall be moft full_y Iik; bi;?x, que idonea o
?cfau‘;re: 3.0 2. cit savilla not be to the life, till we live with him in 7% #d viden.

- Dem, fi-
glory. How ugly in our own cycs mean while fhould our prefent ;" 2 v fi

ifconformities to God be > How weary fhould we be of them ?jlolg:fuh ad
gil\&l?:: Ir::;;y will that day be,and how carneftly thotld we breath f“f;f"' . Aue
“after it, when we fhall be fully transformed into Chrifts Image, 8tin.Epift.s,

moft perfc@ly be made like God, and as far as our finite nature is ,m‘z";'i‘:f: ‘

capable of, become partakers of the Divine Nature, when God tem accipere
fhallbe allinall? Lord Jefus come quickly. poterst adopta-
' Amen, "v,94dm u fie

i ubz eft amicus

' non aqualis fa-

' p ﬂu} ‘D‘iovilifd--

Salus non aliter confiftere poteft, nifi ilii- qui [alstem confe- 13, [edconficia-
qumutur, Dei fiant. Deificatio amtem o Dei quoad ejus '™ #lernitati,

g . ..+ 7. Auguftin, Tra-
fieri poteft, imitatio, & cum eo commixtio, & (ut ita.di- &ar. 1.in)o.

<am) unitio. Dionyl. de cceleft. hierarch. Cap.. 1. ban. id ipfum
: ianust Petrus,
o,
“( AN
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