





THE CHURCH’S COMPLAINT AND CONFIDENCE.

But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousness are as filthy
rags ; and we all do fude as a leaf; and ouwr iniquities, like the wind,
have taken us away. And there is none that calleth wpon thy name, that
stirveth wp Limself to take hold of thee : for thow hast hid thy face from
us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities. But now, O Lord,
thou art our Father : we are the clay, and thou our poller ; and we ure
all the work of thine hands.—Isatau LXIV. 6-8.

TrE words are part of a blessed form of prayer preseribed to the church
long before they were in captivity. It begins at the 15th verse of the
former chapter, ¢ Look down from heaven ; behold from the habitation of
thy holiness,” &e. The blessed prophet Isaiah was carried with the wings
of prophetical spirit over many years, and sees the time to come, the time
of the captivity ; and God by his Spirit doth direct them a prayer, and
this is part of the form. Tor God in merey to his people, as he foresaw
before what would become of them, so he vouchsafes them comfort before-
hand, and likewise he prescribes a form of prayer beforehand. It is very
useful to use forms. The 102d Psalm, it is a form of pouring out the soul
to God when any man is in misery, as you see in the preface. But that
by the way. These verses are a part of a form preseribed for the pouring
forth an afilicted soul; ¢ We are all as an unclean thing, aud all our right-
eousness,” &e. The words they are,

First, An humble confession of sin.

And first, of the sins of their nature, of their persons themselves, ¢ We
are all as an unclean thing.’

And then, of the sins of actions: ¢ all our righteousness is as filthy rags.’

And then, in the third place, a confession of the sin of non-proficiency,
of obduration, and sensclessness, that notwithstanding the corrections of
God, they were little the better : ¢ There is none that calleth upon thy
name, or that stirs up himself to take hold of thee.’

In the second place, there is an humble complaint of the miserable
estate they were in Dy their sins : ¢ We all fade as a leaf ; our iniquities,
like the wind, have taken us away: thou hast hid thy face from us, and
consumed us, because of our iniquities.” The complaint is set forth in
these four clauses.
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