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TO THE READERS.

An account in general of the nature and design of the

ensuing- discourse, with the reasons why it is made pub-

lic at this time, being given in the first chapter of the

treatise itself; I shall not long detain the readers here

at the entrance of it. But some few things it is neces-

sary they should be acquainted withal, and that both as

to the matter contained in it, and as to the manner of

its handling. The subject matter of the whole, as the

title and almost every page of the book declare, is, the

Holy Spirit of God and his Operations. And two

things there are which, either of them, are sufficient to

render any subject either difficult on the one hand, or un-

pleasant on the other, to be treated of in this way ;
both

which we have herein to conflict withal. For where the

matter itself is abstruse and mysterious, the handling of

it cannot be without its difficulties
;
and where it is fall-

en, by any means whatever, under public contempt and

scorn, there is an abatement of satisfaction in the con-

sideration and defence of it. Now all the concernments

of the Holy Spirit are an eminent part of the mystery,

or '

deep things of God.' For as the knowledge of

them doth wholly depend on, and is regulated by, Di-

vine Revelation, so are they in their own nature divine

vol. n. b
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and heavenly, distant and remote from all things that

the heart of man, in the mere exercise of its own rea-

son or understanding, can rise up unto. But yet, on

the other hand, there is nothing in the world that is

more generally despised as foolish and contemptible,

than the things that are spoken of and ascribed unto

the Spirit of God. He needs no furtherance in the for-

feiture of his reputation with many, as a person fanati-

cal, estranged from the conduct of reason, and all ge-

nerous principles of conversation, who dares avow an

interest in his work, or take upon him the defence

thereof. Wherefore, these things must be a little spoken

unto, if only to manifest whence relief may be had

against the discouragements wherewith they are at-

tended.

For the first thing proposed, it must be granted that

the things here treated of, are in themselves mysterious

and abstruse. But yet, the way whereby we may en-

deavour an acquaintance with them,
'

according to the

measure of the gift of Christ unto every one,' is made

plain in the Scriptures of truth. If this way be neg-
lected or despised, all other ways of attempting the same

end, be they never so vigorous or promising, will prove
ineffectual. What belongs unto it, as to the inward frame

and disposition of mind in them who search after under-

standing in these things, what unto the outward use

of means, what unto the performance of spiritual duties,

what unto conformity in the whole soul unto each dis-

covery of truth that is attained, is not my present work

to declare, nor shall I divert thereunto. If God give

an opportunity to treat concerning the work of the Holy

Spirit, enabling us to understand the Scriptures, or the
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mind of God in them, the whole of this way will be at

large declared.

At present it may suffice to observe, that God, who

in himself is the eternal original spring and fountain of

all truth, is also the only sovereign cause and author of

its revelation unto us. And whereas that truth which

originally is one in him, is of various sorts and kinds,

according to the variety of the things which it respects

in its communication unto us, the ways and means of

that communication are suited unto the distinct nature

of each truth in particular. So the truth of things na-

tural is made known from God by the exercise ofreason,

or the due application of the understanding that is in

man unto their investigation.
' For the things of a man

knoweth the spirit of a man that is in him.' Neither,

ordinarily, is there any thing more required unto that

degree or certainty of knowledge in things of that na-

ture whereof our minds are capable, but the diligent

application of the faculties of our souls in the due use

of proper means unto the attainment thereof. Yet is

there a secret work of the Spirit of God herein, even in

the communication of skill and ability in things natural,

as also in things civil, moral, political, and artificial, as

in our ensuing discourse is fully manifested. But where-

as these things belong unto the work of the old creation,

and the preservation thereof, or the rule and govern-

ment of mankind in this world, merely as rational crea-

tures, there is no use of means, no communication of aids

spiritual or supernatural, absolutely necessary to be ex-

ercised or granted about them. Wherefore, knowledge
and wisdom, in things of this nature, are distributed

promiscuously among all sorts of persons, according to

b2
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the foundation of their natural abilities, and a super-

struction thereon in their diligent exercise, without any-

peculiar application to God for especial grace or as-

sistance, reserving still a liberty unto the sovereignty of

Divine Providence in the disposal of all men and their

concerns.

But as to things supernatural, the knowledge and

truth of them, the teachings of God are of another

nature; and, in like manner, a peculiar application of

ourselves unto him for instruction, is required of us.

In these things also there are degrees, according as

they approach, on the one hand, unto the infinite abyss

of the divine essence and existence
;

as the eternal ge-

neration and incarnation of the Son, the procession and

mission of the Holy Spirit; or, on the other, unto those

divine effects which are produced in our souls, where-

of we have experience. According unto these degrees,

as the divine condescension is exerted in their revela-

tion, so ought our attention in the exercise of faith, hu-

mility, and prayer, to be increased in our inquiries into

them. For although all that diligence in the use of

outward means, necessary to the attainment of the

knowledge of any other useful truth, be indispensably

required in the pursuit of an acquaintance with these

things also
; yet, if, moreover, there be not an addition

of spiritual ways and means suited in their own nature,

and appointed of God, unto the receiving of superna-

tural light, and the understanding of the deep things of

God, our labour about them will, in a great measure,

be but fruitless and unprofitable. For although the

letter of the Scripture, and the sense of the propositions

are equally exposed to the reason of all mankind ; yet
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the real spiritual knowledge of the things themselves

is not communicated unto any but by the especial ope-

ration of the Holy Spirit; nor is any considerable de-

gree of insight into the doctrine of the mysteries of

them attainable but by a due waiting on him, who alone

giveth
' the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in the

knowledge of them.' ' For the things of God knoweth

no man but the Spirit of God, and they to whom by

him they are revealed.' Neither can the Scriptures be

interpreted aright but by the aid of that Spirit by which

they were indited, as Hierom affirms, and as I shall

afterward fully prove. But in the use of the means

mentioned we need not despond, but that, seeing these

things themselves are revealed that we may know God

in a due manner, and live unto him as we ought, we

may attain such a measure of spiritual understanding

in them as is useful unto our own and others' edifica-

tion. They may, I say, do so who are not slothful in

hearing or learning, but '

by reason of use have their

senses exercised to discern both good and evil.'

Wherefore, the subject of the ensuing discourses be-

ing entirely things of this nature, in their several degrees

of access unto God or ourselves, I shall give no account

of any particular endeavours in my inquiries into them,

but leave the judgment thereof unto the evidence of

the effects produced thereby. Only, whereas I know

not any who ever went before me in this design of re-

presenting the whole economy of the Holy Spirit, with

all his adjuncts, operations, and effects, whereof this is

the first part (the attempt of Crellius, in this kind, being

only to corrupt the truth in some few instances), as the

difficulty of my work was increased thereby, so it may
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plead my excuse, if any thing be found not to answer

so regular a projection, or just a method, as the nature

of the subject requireth, and as was aimed at.

In the first part of the whole work, which concerneth

the name, divine nature, personality, and mission of the

Holy Spirit, I do but declare and defend the faith of

the catholic church against the Socinians; with what

advantage, with what contribution of light or evidence,

strength or order, unto what hath been pleaded before

by others, is left unto the learned readers to judge and

determine. And in what concerns the adjuncts and

properties of his mission and operation, some may, and

I hope do, judge themselves not unbeholden unto me

for administering an occasion unto them of deeper and

better thoughts about them.

The second part of our endeavour concerneth the

work of the Holy Spirit in the old creation, both in its

production, preservation, and rule. And whereas I had

not therein the advantage of any one ancient or modern

author, to beat out the paths of truth before me, I have

confined myself to express testimonies of Scripture with

such expositions of them, as sufficiently evidence their

own truth, though also they want not such a suffrage

from others, as may give them the reputation of some

authority.

The like may be said of what succeeds in the next

place, concerning his work under the New Testament,

preparatory for the new creation, in the communication

of all sorts of gifts, ordinary and extraordinary; all

kind of skill and ability in things spiritual, natural,

moral, artificial, and political, with the instances where-

by those operations of his are confirmed. All these
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things, many wherefore are handled by others sepa-

rately and apart, are here proposed in their order with

respect unto their proper end and design.

For what concerns his work on the head of the new

creation, or the human nature in the person of our

Lord Jesus Christ, I have been careful to keep severely

under the bounds of sobriety, and not to indulge unto

any curious or unwarrantable speculations. I have,

therefore, therein not only diligently attended unto the

doctrine of the Scripture, our only infallible rule and

guide, but also expressly considered what was taught

and believed in the ancient church in this matter, from

which I know that I have not departed.

More I shall not add, as to the first difficulty where-

with an endeavour of this kind is attended, arising

from the nature of the subject treated of. The other,

concerning the contempt that is cast by many on all

these things, must yet be farther spoken unto.

In all the dispensations of God towards his people

under the Old Testament, there was nothing of good
communicated unto them, nothing of worth or excel-

lency wrought in them, or by them, but it is expressly

assigned unto the Holy Spirit as the author and cause

of it. But yet of all the promises given unto them,

concerning a better and more glorious state of the

church to be afterward introduced, next unto that of

the coming of the Son of God in the flesh, those are

the most eminent which concern an enlargement and

more full communication of the Spirit, beyond what

they were or could in their imperfect state be made

partakers of. Accordingly we find in the New Testa-

ment, that whatever concerns the conversion of the
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elect, the edification of the church, the sanctification

and consolation of believers
;
the performance of those

duties of obedience which we owe unto God, with our

conduct in all the ways thereof, is in general and par-

ticular instances so appropriated unto him, as that it is

withal declared, that nothing of it in any kind can be

enjoyed or performed, without his especial operation,

aid, and assistance. So careful was God fully to in-

struct and to secure the faith of the church in this

matter, according as he knew its eternal concernments

to lie therein. Yet, notwithstanding all the evidence

given hereunto, the church of God in most ages hath

been exercised with oppositions, either to his person

or his work, or the manner of it, contrary unto what is

promised and declared concerning them in the word of

truth
;
nor doth it yet cease so to be. Yea, though the

contradictions of some in former ages have been fierce

and clamorous, yet all that hath fallen out of that kind,

have been exceeding short of what is come to pass in

the days wherein we live. For not to mention the So-

cinians, who have gathered into one head, or rather

ulcerous imposthume, all the virulent oppositions made

unto his Deity or grace, by the Photinians, Macedo-

nians, and Pelagians of old
;
there are others, who, pro-

fessing no enmity unto his divine person, yea, ad-

mitting and owning the doctrine of the church con-

cerning it, are yet ready on all occasions to despise

and reproach that whole work, for which he was pro-

mised under the Old Testament, and which is expressly

assigned unto him in the New. Hence is it grown

amongst many a matter of reproach and scorn, for any
one to make mention of his grace, or to profess an in-
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terest in that work of his, as his, without which no man
shall see God, if the Scripture be a faithful testimony.

And some have taken pains to prove, that sundry things

which are expressly assigned unto him in the gospel as

effects of his power and grace, are only filthy enthu-

siasms, or at least weak imaginations of distempered
minds. Neither is there any end of calumnious impu-
tations ori them, by whom his work is avowed, and his

grace professed. Yea, the deportment of many herein

is such, as that if it were not known how effectual the

efforts of profaneness are upon the corrupted minds of

men, it would rather seem ridiculous and be despised,

than to deserve any serious notice. For let any avow

or plead for the known work of the Spirit of God, and

it is immediately apprehended a sufficient ground to

charge them with leaving the rule of the word to attend

unto revelations and inspirations, as also to forego all

thoughts of the necessity of the duties of obedience
;

whereas no other work of his is pleaded for, but that

only without which no man can either attend unto the

rule of the Scripture as he ought, or perform any one

duty of obedience unto God in a due manner. And
there are none of this conspiracy so weak or unlearned,

but are able to scoff at the mention of him, and to cast

the very naming of him on others as a reproach. Yea,
it is well if some begin not to deal in like manner with

the person of Christ himself. For error and profane-

ness, if once countenanced, are at all times fruitful and

progressive, and will be so whilst darkness and cor-

ruption abiding on the minds of men, the great adver-

sary is able by his subtile malice to make impressions
on them. But in these things not a few do please



TO THE READERS.

themselves, despise others, and would count them-

selves injured, if their Christianity should be called in

question. But what value is there in that name or

title, where the whole mystery of the gospel is ex-

cluded out of our religion? Take away the dispensation

of the Spirit, and his effectual operations in all the in-

tercourse that is between God and man
;
be ashamed

to avow or profess the work attributed unto him in the

gospel, and Christianity is plucked up by the roots.

Yea, this practical contempt of the work of the Holy

Spirit, being grown the only plausible defiance of re-

ligion, is so also to be the most pernicious, beyond all

notional mistakes and errors about the same things,

being constantly accompanied with profaneness, and

commonly issuing in atheism.

The sense I intend is fully expressed in the ensuing

complaint of a learned person published many years

ao-o
;

' In seculo hodie tarn perverso prorsus immersi

vivimus miseri, in quo Spiritus Sanctus omnino ferme^

pro ludibrio habetur : imo in quo etiam sunt qui non

tantum corde toto eum repudient ut factis negent, sed

quoque adeo blasphemi in eum exurgant ut penitus

eundem ex orbe expulsum aut exulatum cupiant, quum
illi nullam in operationibus suis relinquant efficaciam;

ac propriis vanorum habituum suorum viribus, ac ra-

tionis profanse libertati carnalitatique suae omnem as-

cribant sapientiam, et fortitudinem in rebus agendis.

Unde tanta malignitas externa? proterviae apud mortales

cernitur. Ideoque pernicies nostra nos jam ante fores

expectat,' &c. Herein lies the rise and spring of that

stated apostacy from the power of evangelical truth,

wherein the world takes its liberty to immerge itself in
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all licentiousness of life and conversation, the end

whereof many cannot but expect with dread and terror.

To obviate these evils in any measure, to vindicate

the truth and reality of divine spiritual operations in

the church, to avow what is believed and taught by
them concerning the Holy Spirit and his Work, who
are most charged and reflected on for their profession

thereof, and thereby to evince the iniquity of those ca-

lumnies, under the darkness and shades whereof some

seek to countenance themselves in their profane scof-

fing at his whole dispensation: to manifest in all in-

stances that what is ascribed unto him, is not only
consistent with religion, but also that without which

religion cannot consist, nor the power of it be pre-

served, is the principal design of the ensuing dis-

courses.

Now whereas the effectual operation of the blessed

Spirit in the regeneration or conversion of sinners, is

of all other parts of his work most violently opposed,
and hath of late been virulently traduced, I have the

more largely insisted thereon. And because it can

neither be well understood, nor duly explained, with-

out the consideration of the state of lapsed or corrupted

nature, I have taken in that also at large, as judging it

necessary so to do. For whereas the knowledge of it

lies at the bottom of all our obedience unto God by

Christ, it hath always been the design of some, and

yet continueth so to be, either wholly to deny it,

or to extenuate it unto the depression and almost anni-

hilation of the grace of the gospel, whereby alone our

nature can be repaired. Designing, therefore, to treat

expressly of the reparation of our nature by grace, it
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was on all accounts necessary that we should treat of

its depravation by sin also.

Moreover, what is discoursed on these things is suit-

ed unto the edification of them that do believe, and di-

rected unto their furtherance in true spiritual obedience

and holiness, or the obedience of faith. Hence, it may

be, some will judge that our discourses on these sub-

jects are drawn out into a greater length than was

needful or convenient, by that continual intermixture

of practical applications which runs along in them all.

But if they shall be pleased to consider, that my design

was not to handle these things in a way of controversy,

but declaring and confirming the truth concerning

them, to accommodate the doctrines treated of unto

practice ;
and that I dare not treat of things of this

nature in any other way, but such as may promote the

edification of the generality ofbelievers, they will either

be of my mind, or it may be without much difficulty

admit of my excuse. However, if these things are

neglected or despised by some, yea, be they never so

many, there are yet others who will judge their prin-

cipal concernment to lie in such discourses as may di-

rect and encourage them in the holy practice of their

duty. And whereas the way, manner, and method of

the Holy Spirit in his operations, as to this work of

translating: sinners from death unto life, from a state of

nature unto that of grace, have been variously handled

by some, and severely reflected on with scorn by

others; I have endeavoured so to declare and assert

what the Scripture manifestly teacheth concerning

them, confirming it with the testimonies of some of

the ancient writers of the church, as I no way doubt
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but it is suited unto the experience of them who have

in their own souls been made partakers of that blessed

work of the Holy Ghost. And whilst in the substance

of what is delivered, I have the plain testimonies of the

Scripture, the suffrage of the ancient church, and the

experience of them who do sincerely believe, to rest

upon, I shall not be greatly moved with the censures

and opposition of those who are otherwise minded.

I shall add no more on this head, but that whereas

the only inconvenience wherewith our doctrine is

pressed, is, the pretended difficulty in reconciling the

nature and necessity of our duty, with the efficacy of

the grace of the Spirit ;
I have been so far from waving

the consideration of it, as that I have embraced every

opportunity to examine it in all particular instances,

wherein it may be urged with most appearance of pro-

bability. And it is, I hope, at length made to appear,

that not only the necessity of our duty is consistent

with the efficacy of God's grace ;
but also that, as on

the one hand, we can perform no duty to God as we

ought without its aid and assistance, nor have any en-

couragement to attempt a course of obedience without

a just expectation thereof; so on the other, that the

work of grace itself is no way effectual, but in our

compliance with it in a way of duty ; only with the

leave of some persons, or whether they will or no, we

give the pre-eminence in all unto grace, and not unto

ourselves. The command of God is the measure and

rule of our industry and diligence, in a way of duty;

and why any one should be discouraged from the exer-

cise of that industry which God requires of him, by
the consideration of the aid and assistance which he
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hath promised unto him, I cannot understand. The

work of obedience is difficult and of the highest im-

portance, so that if any one can be negligent therein,

because God will help and assist him, it is because he

hates it, he likes it not. Let others do what they please,

I shall endeavour to comply with the apostle's advice

upon the enforcement which he gives unto it
;

' Work

out your own salvation with fear and trembling ;
for it

is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of

his own good pleasure.'

These things, with sundry of the like nature, fall-

ing unavoidably under consideration, have drawn out

these discourses unto a length much beyond my first

design ;
which is also the occasion why I have forborne

the present adding unto them those other parts of the

work of the Holy Spirit, in prayer or supplication, in

illumination with respect unto the belief of the Scrip-

ture, and right understanding of the mind of God in

them, in the communication of gifts unto the church,

and the consolation of believers, which must now wait

for another opportunity, if God in his goodness and

patience shall be pleased to grant it unto us.

Another part of the work of the Holy Spirit con-

sisteth in our sanctification, whereon our evangelical

obedience or holiness doth depend. How much all his

operations herein also are by some despised, what en-

deavours there have been to debase the nature of gos-

pel-obedience, yea, to cast it out of the hearts and lives

of Christians, and to substitute a heathenish honesty

at best in the room thereof, is not unknown to any, who

think it their duty to inquire into these things. Hence

I thought it not unnecessary on the occasion of treat-
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ing concerning the work of the Holy Spirit in our

sanctification, to make a diligent and full inquiry in-

to the true nature of evangelical holiness, and that

spiritual life unto God which all believers are created

unto in Christ Jesus. And herein, following the con-

duct of the Scriptures from first to last, the difference

that is between them and that exercise of moral virtue

which some plead for in their stead, did so evidently

manifest itself, as that it need no great endeavour to

represent it unto any impartial judgment. Only in the

handling of these things, I thought meet to pursue my
former method and design, and principally to respect

the reducing of the doctrines insisted on unto the prac-

tice and improvement of holiness, which also hath oc-

casioned the lengthening of these Discourses. I doubt

not but all these things will be by some despised ; they
are so in themselves, and their declaration by me will

not recommend them unto a better acceptation. But

let them please themselves whilst they see good in their

own imaginations ;
whilst the Scripture is admitted to

be an infallible declaration of the will of God and the

nature of spiritual things ;
and there are Christians re-

maining in the world who endeavour to live to God, and

to come to the enjoyment of him by Jesus Christ
; there

will not want sufficient testimony against that putid

figment of moral virtue being all our gospel holiness,

or that the reparation of our natures and life unto God
do consist therein alone.

In the last place succeeds a Discourse concerning
the necessity of holiness and obedience

;
some regard I

confess I had therein, though not much, unto the ridi-

culous clamours of malevolent and ignorant persons,
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charging- those who plead for the efficacy of the grace

of God, and the imputation of the righteousness of

Christ, as though thereby they took away the necessity

of a holy life. For who would much trouble himself

about an accusation which is laden with as many con-

victions of its forgery as there are persons who sincerely

believe those doctrines; and which common light gives

testimony against in the conversations ofthem by whom

they are received, and by whom they are despised ? It

was the importance of the thing itself, made peculiarly

seasonable by the manifold temptations of the days

wherein we live, which occasioned that addition unto

what was delivered about the nature of evangelical

holiness
; seeing,

'
if we know these things, happy are

we if we do them.' But yet, the principal arguments

and demonstrations of that necessity being drawn from

those doctrines of the gospel which some traduce as

casting no good aspect thereon, the calumnies mentioned

are therein also obviated. And thus far have we pro-

ceeded in the declaration and vindication of the de-

spised work of the Spirit of God under the New Testa-

ment, referring the remaining instances above-men-

tioned unto another occasion.

The oppositions unto all that we believe and main-

tain herein are of two sorts. First, Such as consist in

particular exceptions against, and objections unto, each

particular work of the Spirit, whether in the communi-

cation of gifts,
or the operation of grace. Secondly,

Such as consist in reflections cast on the whole work

ascribed unto him in general. Those of the first sort,

will all of them fall under consideration in their proper

places, where we treat of those especial actings of the.
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Spirit whereunto they are opposed. The other sort, at

least the principal of them, wherewith some make the

greatest noise in the world, may be here briefly spoken
unto.

The first and chief pretence of this nature, is, that all

those who plead for the effectual operations of the Holy

Spirit, in the illumination of the minds of men, the re-

paration of their natures, the sanctification of their per-

sons, and their endowment with spiritual gifts, are

therein and thereby enemies to reason, and impugn the

use of it in religion, or at least allow it not that place

and exercise therein which is its due. Hence some of

those who are otherwise minded, affirm that it is cast on

them as a reproach that they are rational divines ;
al-

though, so far as I can discern, if it be so, it is, as Hie-

rom was beaten by an angel for being a Ciceronian (in

the judgment of some), very undeservedly. But the

grounds whereon this charge should be made good,

have not as yet been made to appear ; neither hath it

been evinced that any thing is ascribed by us unto the

efficacy of God's grace, in the least derogatory unto

reason, its use, or any duty ofman depending thereon.

I suppose we are agreed herein, that the reason ofman
in the state wherein we are, is not sufficient in itself to

find out or frame a religion whereby we may please

God, and be accepted with him. Or if we are not

agreed herein, yet I shall not admit it as a part of our

present controversy ;
wherein we suppose a religion

proceeding from, and resolved into, supernatural reve-

lation. Neither is it, that I know of, as yet pleaded by

any, that reason is able to comprehend all the things in

their nature and being, or to search them out unto per-

vol. ii. c
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fection, which are revealed unto us
;
for we do not di-

rectly deal with them by whom the principal mysteries

of the gospel are rejected, because they cannot com-

prehend them, under a pretence that what is above .rea-

son is against it. And it may be, it will be granted

moreover, that natural reason cannot enable the mind

of a man unto a saving perception of spiritual things

as revealed, without the especial aid of the Spirit of

God in illumination. If this be denied by any, as we

acknowledge °ur dissent from them, so we know that

we do no injury to reason thereby, and will rather suf-

fer under the imputation of so doing, than by renounc-

ing of the Scripture to turn infidels, that we may be

esteemed rational. But we cannot conceive how reason

should be prejudiced by the advancement of the rational

faculties of our souls, with respect unto their exercise

towards their proper objects ;
which is all we assign

unto the work of the Holy Spirit in this matter. And

there are none in the world more free to grant than we

are, that unto us our reason is the only judge of the

sense and truth of propositions drawn from the Scrip-

ture, or proposed therein
;
and do wish that all men

might be left peaceable under that determination, where

we l^now they must abide, whether they will or no.

But the inquiry in this matter, is, what reasonable-

ness appears in the mysteries of our religion when re-

vealed unto our reason
;
and what ability we have to

receive, believe, and obey them as such ? The latter

part of this inquiry is so fully spoken unto in the en-

suing- Discourses, as that I shall not here again insist

upon it
;
the former may in a few words be spoken unto.

It cannot be. it is not, that I know of, denied by any,
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that Christian religion is highly reasonable. For it is

the effect of the infinite reason, understanding, and wis-

dom, of God. But the question is not, what it is in it-

self
;
but what it is in relation to our reason, or how it

appears thereunto ? And there is no doubt but every

thing in Christian religion appears highly reasonable

unto reason enlightened, or the mind of man affected

with that work of grace in its renovation, which is so

expressly ascribed unto the Holy Spirit in the Scripture.

For as there is a suitableness between an enlightened

mind and spiritual mysteries as revealed
;
so seeing

them in their proper light, it finds by experience their

necessity, use, goodness, and benefit, with respect unto

our chiefest good and supreme end. It remains, there-

fore, only, that we inquire how reasonable the mysteries

of Christian religion are unto the minds of men as cor-

rupted ;
for that they are so by the entrance of sin, as

we believe, so we have proved in the ensuing treatise.

And it is in vain to dispute with any about the reason-

ableness of evangelical faith and obedience, until the

state and condition of our reason be agreed. Where-

fore, to speak plainly in the case, as we do acknowledge

that reason, in its corrupted state, is all that any man

hath in that state, whereby to understand and to judge of,

the sense and truth of doctrines revealed in the Scrip-

ture, and in the use of such aids and means as it is ca-

pable to improve, is more and better unto him than any

judge or interpreter that should impose a sense upon
him not suited thereunto

; so, as to the spiritual things

themselves of the gospel, in their own nature, it is en-

mity against them, and they are foolishness unto it. If,

therefore, it be a crime
;

if it be to the impeachment
c 2
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and disadvantage of reason, to affirm that our minds

stand in need of the renovation of the Holy Ghost, to

enable them to understand spiritual things in a spiritual

manner, we do acknowledge ourselves guilty thereof.

But otherwise, that by asserting the efficacious opera-

tions of the Spirit of God, and the necessity of them

unto the discharge of every spiritual duty towards

God in an acceptable manner, we do deny that use and

exercise of our own reason in things religious and spi-

ritual, whereof in any state it is capable, and whereunto

of God it is appointed, is unduly charged on us, as will

afterward be fully manifested.

But it is moreover pretended, that by the operations

we ascribe unto the Holy Spirit, we expose man to be

deceived by satanical delusions, open a door to enthu-

siasms, directing them to the guidance of unaccounta-

ble impulses and revelations, so making way unto all

folly and villany. By what means this charge can be

fixed on them, who professedly avow that nothing is

good, nothing duty unto us, nothing acceptable unto

God, but what is warranted by the Scripture directed

unto thereby and suited thereunto, which is the alone

perfect rule of all that God requires of us in the way of

obedience, but only ungrounded clamours, hath not

yet been attempted to be made manifest. For all

things of this nature are not only condemned by them,

but all things which they teach concerning the Holy

Spirit of God, are the principal ways and means to se-

cure us from the danger of them. It is true, there have

been of old, and happily do still continue among some,

satanical delusions, diabolical suggestions, and foul

enthusiasms, which have been pretended to proceed
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from the Spirit of God, and to be of a divine original.

For so it is plainly affirmed in the Scripture, both under

the Old Testament and the New, directions being there-

in added for their discovery and disprovement. But

if we must, therefore, reject the true and real opera-

tions of the Spirit of God, the principal preservative

against our being deceived by them, we may as well

reject the owning of God himself, because the devil

hath imposed himself on mankind as the object of their

worship. Wherefore, as to enthusiasms of any kind,

which might possibly give countenance unto any dia-

bolical suggestions, we are so far from affirming any

operations of the Holy Ghost to consist in them, or in

any thing like unto them, that we allow no pretence

of them to be consistent therewithal. And we have a

sure rule to try all these things by, which as we are

bound in all such cases precisely to attend unto, so

hath God promised the assistance of his Spirit, that

they be not deceived, unto them who do it in sincerity.

What some men intend by impulses, I know not. If

it be especial aids, assistances, and inclinations unto

duties, acknowledged to be such, and the duties ofper-

sons so assisted and inclined, and that peculiarly in-

cumbent on them in their present circumstances, it re-

quires no small caution that, under an invidious name,

we reject not those supplies of grace which are pro-

mised unto us, and which we are bound to pray for.

But if irrational impressions, or violent inclinations

unto things or actions which are not acknowledged
duties in themselves, evidenced by the word of truth,

and so unto the persons so affected in their present con-

dition and circumstances, are thus expressed ;
as we
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utterly abandon them, so no pretence is given unto

them from any thing which we believe concerning the

Holy Spirit and his operations. For the whole work

which we assign unto him, is nothing but that whereby

we are enabled to perform that obedience unto God

which is required in the Scripture, in the way and

manner wherein it is required. And it is probably

more out of enmity unto him than us, where the con-

trary is pretended . The same may be said concerning

revelations. They are of two sorts
; objective and

subjective. Those of the former sort, whether they

contain doctrines contrary unto that of the Scripture,

or additional thereunto, or seemingly confirmatory

thereof, they are all universally to be rejected ;
the

former being absolutely false, the latter useless. Nei-

ther have any of the operations of the Spirit pleaded for

the least respect unto them. For he having finished the

whole work of external revelation, and closed it in the

Scripture, his whole internal spiritual work is suited

and commensurate thereunto. By subjective revela-

tions, nothing is intended but that work of spiritual

illumination, whereby we are enabled to discern and

understand the mind of God in the Scripture, which

the apostle prays for in the behalf of all believers

(Eph. i. 17—19.) ;
and whose nature, God assisting,

shall be fully explained hereafter. So little pretence,

therefore, there is for this charge on them by whom the

efficacious operations of the Spirit of God are asserted,

as that without them we have no absolute security that

we shall be preserved from being imposed on by them,

or some of them.

But it may be, it will be said at last, that our whole
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labour in declaring the work of the Spirit of God in us

and towards us, as well as what we have now briefly

spoken in the vindication of it from these or the like

imputations, is altogether vain, seeing all we do or say

herein, is nothing but canting with unintelligible ex-

pressions. So some affirm, indeed, before they have

produced their charter, wherein they are constituted

the sole judges of what words, what expressions, what

way of teaching, is proper in things of this nature.

But by any thing that yet appears, they seem to be as

unmeet for the exercise of that dictatorship herein

which they pretend unto, as any sort of men that ever

undertook the declaration of things sacred and spiri-

tual. Wherefore, unless they come with better autho-

rity than as yet they can pretend unto, and give a

better example of their own way and manner of teach-

ing such things, than as yet they have done, we shall

continue to make Scripture phraseology our rule and

pattern in the declaration of spiritual things, and en-

deavour an accommodation of all our expressions there-

unto, whether to them intelligible or not
;
and that for

reasons so easy to be conceived, as that they need not

here be pleaded.
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HOLY SPIRIT AND HIS WORK.

CHAP. L

1 Cor. xii. 1. opened. TIvevfiaTiita, spiritual gifts. Their grant unto, use,

and abuse, in that church. Jesus, how called Anathema ; impiety of the

Jews. How called Lord. Thefoundation of church-order and worship.
In what sense we are enablea' by the Spirit to call Jesus Lord. The

Holy Spirit the author of all gifts; why called God, and the Lord.

Ge?ieral distribution of spiritual gifts. Proper end of their communica-

tion. Nine sorts of gifts ; abuse of them in the church. Their tendency
unto peace and order. General design of the ensuing discourse con-

cerning the Spirit and his dispensation. Importance of the doctrine con-

cerning the Spirit of God, and his operations. Reasons hereof. Promise

of the Spirit to supply the absence of Christ, as to his human nature.

Concernment thereof. Work of the Spirit in the ministration of the

gospel. All saving good communicated unto us, and wrought in us, by

him. Sin against the Holy Ghost irremissible. False pretences unto

the Spirit dangerous. Pretences unto the spirit of prophecy under the

Old Testament. Two sorts of false prophets: the first ; the second sort.

Pretenders under the New Testament. The rulefor the trial ofsuch pre-

tenders, 1 John iv. 1—3. Rides to this purpose under the Old and New
Testament compared. A false spirit set up against the Spirit of God,
examined. False and noxious opinions concerning the Spirit, and how

to be obviated. Reproaches of the Spirit and his work. Principles and

occasions of the apostacy of churches under the law and gospel. Dis-

pensation of the Spirit not confined to the first ages of the church. The

great necessity of a diligent inquiry into the things taught, concerning
the Spirit of God and his work.

jL he Apostle Paul, in the twelfth chapter of his First Epistle
to the Corinthians, directs their exercise of spiritual gifts ;

concerning which, amongst other things and emergencies,

they had made inquiry of him. This, the first words, where-

with he prefaceth his whole discourse, declare, ver. 1.
' Now

VOL. II. B
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concerning spiritual gifts ;* trtp\ Se rwv Trvevpa-iniov ;
that is,

\api<rpa.TO)v, as his ensuing declaration doth evince. And
the imagination of some concerning spiritual persons to be

here intended, contrary to the sense of all the ancients, is

inconsistent with the context*. For as it was about spiritual

gifts, and their exercise, that the church had consulted with

him
;
so the whole series of his ensuing discourse is directive

therein. And therefore in the close of it, contracting the

design of the whole, he doth it in that advice, £?]Aoure Se to.

Xapia/jLara ra Kpurrova,
* covet the best gifts ;' namely, among

those which he proposed to treat of, and had done so ac-

cordingly, ver. 31. The ra irvevpaTiKa of ver. 1. are the to.

\api(TfxaTa of ver. 31. as it is expressed, chap. xiv. 1. £rjAowre

$e to. 7rv£vp.aTLKa ;
that is, ^apiapaTa,

' desire spiritual gifts ;'

whose nature and use you are now instructed in, as it first

was proposed. Of these that church had received an abun-

dant measure, especially of those that were extraordinary,
and tended to the conviction of unbelievers. For the ' Lord

having much people in that city,' whom he intended to call

to the faith (Acts xviii. 9, 10.), not only encouraged our

apostle against all fears and dangers to begin and carry on

the work of preaching there, wherein he continued a year
and six months (ver. 11.); but also furnished the first converts

with such eminent, and some of them such miraculous gifts,

as might be a prevalent means to the conversion of many
others. For he will never be wanting to provide instruments

and suitable means for the effectual attaining of any end

that he aimeth at. In the use, exercise, and management, of

these '

spiritual gifts,' that church, or sundry of the prin-

cipal members of it, had fallen into manifold disorders
;
and

abused them unto the matter of emulation and ambition,

wherein other evils did ensueb
;
as the best of God's gifts

may be abused by the lusts of men, and the purest water

may be tainted by the earthen vessels whereinto it is poured.

Upon the information of some, who, loving truth, peace, and

order, were troubled at these miscarriages, chap. i. 11. and
a

TIVBV[/.a.Tix,a., Ta o-n^ita A.a'Km, on ravra ipya roZ TrvEu/ocaroj fjkiwv, oiiSev dvS'foiTO'ivHj

iWEia-ift^ovc-yig tr&iwlnt; ei; to ra roiavra SavparovpytTv. Chrysost. in loc. So also

Anibros. and Theophylact. in loc.

b
XagiVjuartt Je

£ij£0v
o\ fxh i\arrova oi Je ttXeiV Kal rouro oitiov

0-^lo-fA.arot; ai/roTt;

iyEVETO ;
ov Trapa rov oiKEiaV <f>uB-iv,

aXKa <Bra.fi. ayvaif/.os-vmv rwV EiXixfoToav. OIte yaf Ta

(Aiityva. e'p^ovtej I'&rigQVTo Kara. rSiv ra \\arrma nex.rny.ivcmv, Ovrot Se av lua.'Kiv ri'Kyovv,

hu) toij ra jttsi^ov* Ej^oue-iv i^&ovoof. Chrysost. in loc.
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in answer unto a letter of the whole church written unto him
about these and other occurrences, chap. vii. 1, he gives
them counsel and advice for the rectifying of these abuses.

And first, to prepare them aright with humility and thank-

fulness becoming them who were intrusted with such excel-

lent privileges as they had abused, and without which they
could not receive the instruction which he intended them,
he mindeth them of their former state and condition before

their calling and conversion to Christ, ver. 2.
' You know

that you were Gentiles, carried away with dumb idols, even

as you were led;' iog av iiytoQe airayofizvoi, hurried with

violent impressions from the devil, into the service of idols.

This he mentions not to reproach them, but to let them
know what frame of mind, and what fruit of life, might be

justly expected from them, who had received such an altera-

tion in their condition . Particularly, as he elsewhere tells

them,
• If they had not made themselves to differ from

others ;' if they had '

nothing but what they had received,'

they should not boast nor exalt themselves above others,

as though they had not received
; chap. iv. 7. For it is a

vain thing for a man to boast in himself of what he hath

freely received of another, and never deserved so to receive

it
;
as it is with all who have received either gifts or grace

from God.

This alteration of their state and condition he farther de-

clares unto them by the effects, and author of it, ver. 3 :

' Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking

by the Spirit of God, calleth Jesus accursed ;
and that no

man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.'

The great difference which was then in the world, was con-

cerning Jesus who was preached unto them all. Unbelievers,

who were still carried with an impetus of mind and affections

after * dumb idols,' being led and acted therein by the spirit

of the devil, blasphemed, and said Jesus was anathema, or

one accursed. They looked on him as a person to be detested

and abominated as the common odium of their gods and men.

Hence on the mention of him, they used to say,
' Jesus ana-

thema,' 'he is,' or 'let him be, accursed,' detested, destroyed.

c
Spiritualia illis traditurus, exemplum prions conversation's meraorat ; ut simula-

crorum fuerunt forma colentes idola, et ducebantur duce voluntate daeraoniorum ;
ita

et colentes deuro sint forma legis dominicae. Ambros. in loc.

B 2
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And in this blasphemy do the Jews continue to this day,

hiding their cursed sentiments under a corrupt pronunciation
of his name. For instead of yittf', they write and call him

W>, the initial letters of i"on M2W rTO> ;
that is,

' Let his name

and memory be blotted out;' the same with 'Jesus anathema.'

And this blasphemy of pronouncing Jesus accursed, was

that wherewith the first persecutors of the church tried the

faith of Christians, as Pliny in his epistle to Trajan, and

Justin Martyr, with other apologists agree. And as the

apostle says, those who did thus,
' did not so by the Spirit

of God
;' so he intends that they did it by the acting and

instigation of the devil, the unclean spirit, which ruled in

those children of disobedience. And this was the condition

of these Corinthians themselves to whom he wrote, whilst

they also were carried away after
' dumb idols.,' On the

other side, those that believed called Jesus '

Lord/ or pro-

fessed that he was the Lord, and thereby avowed their faith

in him and obedience unto him. Principally they owned

him to be Jehovah, the Lord, over all God blessed for ever.

For the name niiT is every where in the New Testament ex-

pressed by Kvpiog, here used. He who thus professeth Jesus

to be the Lord, in the first place, acknowledged him to be

the true God. And then they professed him therewithal, to

be their Lord, the Lord of their souls and consciences, unto

whom they owed all subjection, and performed all obedience,

as Thomas did in his great confession,
' My Lord, and my

God ;'
John xx. 28. Now as he had before intimated that

those who disowned him and called him accursed, did speak

by the instinct and instigation of the devil by whom they

were acted ;
so he lets them know, on the other hand, that

no man can thus own and confess Jesus to be the Lord, but

by the Holy Ghost. But it may be said, that some acted by
the unclean spirit confessed Christ to be the Lord. So did

the man in the synagogue, who cried out,
'
I know thee

who thou art, the Holy One of God ;'
Mark i. 23, 24. And

ver] 34. He ' suffered not the devils to speak, because they

knew him.' And the damsel possessed with a spirit of

divination, cried after the apostle, saying,
' These men are

the servants of the Most High God;' Acts xvi. 17. So also

did the man who abode in the tombs, possessed with an un-

clean spirit, who cried out unto him,
' What have I to do
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with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the Most High God;' Mark v. 7.

And other testimonies to the like purpose among the heathen,
and from their oracles, might be produced. Ans. 1. Our

apostle speaks of such a saying of Jesus to be Lord, as is

accompanied with faith in him, and subjection of soul unto

him, which is from the Holy Ghost alone. Thus none acted

by the unclean spirit can call him Lord. 2. These acknow-

ledgments were either, (1.) wrested from the devil, and were

no small part of his punishment and torment; or, (2.) were

designed by him with an intention to prejudice the glory of

Christ, by his testimony, who was a liar from the beginning.
And

Malus bonum cum simulat, tunc est pessimus.

These things therefore can have here no place
d

. Hereby
then the apostle informs them wherein the foundation of all

church relation, order, and worship, did consist. For where-

as they had all respect unto the Lordship of Christ, and their

acknowledgment thereof, this was not from themselves, but

was a pure effect of the operation of the Holy Ghost in

them, and towards them. And any thing of the like kind,

which doth not proceed from the same cause and fountain,

is of no use to the glory of God, nor of any advantage unto

the souls of men.

Some think, that this saying of Jesus to be the Lord, is

to be restrained unto the manner of speaking afterward in-

sisted one
. For the apostle in the following verses treateth

of those extraordinary gifts, which many in that church

were then endowed withal. None can, saithhe, say 'Jesus

is the Lord,' in an extraordinary manner, with divers tongues,
and in prophecy, but by the Holy Ghost. Without his

especial assistance, none can eminently and miraculously
declare him so to be. And, if this be so, it is likely that

those before intended, who said Jesus was accursed, were

some persons pretending to be acted, or really acted, by an

extraordinary spirit, which the apostle declares not to be

the Spirit of God. And so Chrysostom interprets those

words of them who were visibly and violently acted by the

devil. Many such instruments of his malice, did Satan stir

d Ti oSv, ouSeij tiaipcov ovofxal^ei
tov ©eov ; ouj^i

oi Sai^svi^ovTEj tteyov otSa/xiv trg «{ u o

w'of rou Qtov
;
ouyi TlavXai eXej/gv oZroi oi a&^wTtQi ScDXoi tou Qtou tov l^ia-rov si0"iv ;

aXXa

/na8-Ti(o|UEVoi, a\\a avayKa^ofjavoi ; exo'vtej Se koX fxh [xa.iniyoiy.iyoi, ovSapov. Chrysost.
in be. e Crel. de Sp. S. Prolegom. p. 29—31.
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up in those days, to preserve, if it were possible, his totter-

ing kingdom from ruin. But there is no necessity thus to

restrain the words, or to affix this sense unto them. Yea, it

seems to me to be inconsistent with the design of the apos-

tle, and scope of the place. For intending to instruct the

Corinthians, as was said, in the nature, use, and exercise, of

spiritual gifts, he first lays down the spring and fountain of

all saving profession of the gospel, which those gifts were

designed to the furtherance and improvement of. Hereupon

having minded them of their heathen state and condition

before, he lets them know by what means they were brought
into the profession of the gospel, and owning of Jesus to be

the Lord, in opposition unto the dumb idols whom they had

served. And this was by the author of those gifts,
unto

whose consideration he was now addressing himself. The

great change wrought in them, as to their religion and pro-

fession, was by the Holy Ghost. For no man can say that

Jesus is the Lord, which is the sum and substance of our

Christian profession, but by him; though some think he hath

little or no concern at all in this matter. But to say Christ

is the Lord, includes two things ; first, faith in him as Lord

and Saviour. So was he declared and preached by the

angels, Luke ii. 11. 'A Saviour which is Christ the Lord.'

And this word Lord, includes as the dignity of his person,

so his investiture with those offices which for our good this

Lord did exercise and discharge. Secondly, the profession

of that faith; which two, where they are sincere, do always

accompany each other; Rom. x. 10. For as the saying of

Jesus to be anathema, did comprise an open disclaimer and

abrenunciation of him
;
so the calling of him Lord, express-

eth the profession of our faith in him, and subjection unto

him. And both these are here intended to be sincere and

saving. For that faith and profession are intended whereby
the church is built upon the rock; the same with that of

Peter,
* Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God ;'

Matt. xvi. 16. And that these are the works of the Holy
Ghost, which none of themselves are sufficient for, shall, God

assisting, be afterward abundantly declared.

Having thus stated the original and foundation of the

church, in its faith, profession, order, and worship, he farther

acquaints them, that the same Spirit is* likewise the author
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of all those gifts, whereby it was to be built up and esta-

blished, and whereby the profession of it might be enlarged,

ver.,4.
' Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same

Spirit.' These are the things which he intendeth to discourse

upon, wherein he enlargeth himself in the whole ensuing

chapter. Now because the particulars here insisted on

by him in the beginning of his discourse, will all of them

occur unto us, and be called over again in their proper

places, I shall only point unto the heads of the discourse,

in the verses preceding the eleventh, which we principally
aim at.

Treating, therefore, 7repi rwv TrvEUjuantcwv,
' of these spiritual

things or gifts' in the church, he first declares their author,

from whom they come, and by whom they are wrought and

bestowed. Him he calls the 'Spirit;' ver. 4. the 'Lord;'

ver. 5.
' God

;' ver. 6. And to denote the oneness of their

author, notwithstanding the diversity of the things them-

selves, he calls him the same Spirit, the same Lord, the same

God. The words may be understood two ways ; first, that

the whole Trinity, and each person distinctly, should be in-

tended in them. For consider the immediate operator of

these gifts, and it is the Spirit, or the Holy Ghost, ver. 4.

Consider them as to their procurement, and immediate au-

thoritative collation, and so they are from Christ, the Son,

the Lord, ver. 5. But as to their first original and fountain,

they are from God, even the Father, ver. 6. And all these

are one and the same. But rather the Spirit alone is in-

tended, and hath this three-fold denomination given unto

him; for as he is particularly denoted by the name of the

Spirit, which he useth that we may know whom it is that

eminently he intendeth, so he calls him both Lord and God,
as to manifest his sovereign authority in all his works and

administrations : so to ingenerate a due reverence in their

hearts towards him with whom they had to do in this mat-

ter. And no more is intended in these three verses, but

what is summed up, ver. 11.
' But all these worketh that

one and the self-same Spirit, dividing to every man severally

as he will.'

Secondly, With respect unto their general nature, the

apostle distributes them into *

gifts,' ^a^iafxara, ver. 4.
' ad-

ministrations/ SutKoviai, ver. 5. 'operations/ tvepyi'ifiara, ver. 6.
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which division, with the reasons of it, will in our progress
be farther cleared.

Thirdly, He declares the general end of the Spirit of God,

in the communication of them, and the use of them in the

church, ver. 7.
' But the manifestation of the Spirit is given

unto everyman to profit withal ;' <j>avtpii)<iiQ tov Trvevfiarog ; Syr.

7V1)1 xybs, the 'revelation of the Spirit;' that is, the gifts

whereby, and in whose exercise, he manifests and reveals his

own presence, power, and effectual operation. And the

Spirit of God hath no other aim in granting these his en-

lightening gifts, wherein he manifests his care of the church,

and declares the things of the gospel unto any man, but that

they should be used to the profit, advantage, and edification,

of others. They are not bestowed on men, to make their

secular gain or advantage by them, in riches, honour, or

reputation, for which ends Simon the magician would have

purchased them with his money, Acts viii. 19. No, nor yet

merely for the good and benefit of the souls of them that do

receive them, but for the edification ofthe church, and the fur-

therance of faith and profession in others. Upbg to avfx^ipov ;

'ad id quod expedit, prodest;'
'
for that which is expedient,

useful, profitable,' namely, to ..lie church; 1 Gor. vi. 12.

x. 23. 2 Cor. viii. 10. Thus was the foundation of the first

churches of the gospel laid by the Holy Ghost, and thus was

the work of their building unto perfection, carried on by
him. How far present churches do, or ought to, stand on

the same bottom, how far they are carried on upon the same

principles, is worth our inquiry, and will in its proper place

fall under our consideration.

Fourthly, The apostle distributes the spiritual gifts then

bestowed on the church, or some members of it, into nine

particular heads or instances. As, 1. Wisdom. 2. Know-

ledge, ver. 8
;
or the word of wisdom, and the word of know-

ledge. 3. Faith. 4. Healing, ver. 9. 5. "Working of mi-

racles. 6. Prophecy. 7. Discerning of spirits. 8. Kinds

of tongues. 9. Interpretation of tongues, ver. 10. And
all these were extraordinary gifts, in the manner of the com-

munication and exercise, which related unto the then present

state of the church. What is yet continued analogous unto

them, or holding proportion with them, must be farther in-

quired into ; when also their especial nature will be unfolded.
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But now if there be that great diversity of gifts in the

church f
, if so much difference in their administrations, how

can it possibly be prevented but that differences and divi-

sions will arise amongst them on whom they are bestowed,
and those amongst whom they are exercised? It is true,

this may so fall out and sometimes doth so, and defacto, it

did so in this church of Corinth. One admired one gift, a

second another of a different kind, and so the third. Ac-

cordingly, among those who had received them, one boasted

of this or that particular gift and ability, and would be con-

tinually in its exercise to the exclusion and contempt of

others, bestowed no less for the edification of the church

than his own. And so far were they transported with vain-

glory, and a-desire ofself-advancement, as that they preferred
the use of those gifts in the church, which tended principally
to beget astonishment and admiration in them which heard or

beheld them, before those which were peculiarly useful unto

the edification of the church itself; which evil in particular

the apostle rebukes at large, chap. xiv. By this means

the church came to be divided in itself, and almost to be

broken in pieces, chap. i. 11, 12. So foolish oft-times are the

minds of men
;
so liable to «-^ imposed upon; so common is

it for their lusts, seduced and principled by the crafts of

Satan, to turn judgment into wormwood, and to abuse the

most useful effects of divine grace and bounty. To prevent
all these evils for the future, and to manifest how perfect a

harmony there is in all these divers gifts and different ad-

ministrations, at what an agreement they are among them-

selves in their tendency unto the same ends of the union and

edification of the church, from what fountain of wisdom

they do proceed, and with what care they ought to be used

and improved; the apostle declares unto them both the

author of them, and the rule he proceedeth by in their dis-

pensation; ver. 11. 'All these,' saith heg
,

' worketh that

one and self-same Spirit, dividing to every man severally
as he will.'

I shall not at present farther open or insist upon these
f Ex hoc capite et proximo licet conjicere qu£e faerint dotes illius veteris ecclesiee

Christians, priusquam tot cerenioniis, opibus, imperiis, copiis, bellis aliisque id genus
esset onerata. Nunc fere tot praeclara mania ad unani potestatem redacta sunt:
h. e. Christi titulo palliatara Tyrannideni. Quid enirn aliud est potestas nisi adsit
animus Apostolicus? Erasm. Annot. ad. v. 4.

t
'

Airoc-reXXcTcu /uev olxwofjuxzc, Ivs.-^e" Jt airi^ovfix;. Basil. Homil. 15. fide de.
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words. Frequent recourse must be had unto them in our

progress, wherein they will be fully explicated as to what

concerns the person of the Spirit, his will, and his operations,
which are all asserted in them. For my purpose is, through
the permission and assistance of God, to treat from hence of

the name, nature, existence, and whole work of the Holy
Spirit, with the grace of God through Jesus Christ in the

communication of him unto the sons of men. A work in it-

self too great and difficult for me to undertake, and beyond
my ability to manage unto the glory of God, or the edifica-

tion of the souls of them that do believe. For * who is suf-

ficient for these things V But yet I dare not utterly faint in

it, nor under it, whilst I look unto him whose work it is,

who '

giveth wisdom to them that lack it, and upbraideth them

not;' Jam. i. 5. Our eyes, therefore, are unto him alone,

who ' both supplieth seed to the sower,' and when he hath

done,
' blesseth it with an increase." The present necessity,

importance, and usefulness, of this work, are the things which

alone have engaged me into the undertaking of it. These,

therefore, I shall briefly represent in some general considera-

tions, before I insist on the things themselves, whose espe-
cial explanation is designed.

First, then, we may consider, That the doctrine of the

Spirit of God, his work, and grace, is the second great head or

principle ofthose gospel-truths wherein the glory of God, and

the good of the souls of men, are most eminently concerned.

And such also it is, that without it, without the knowledge
of it in its truth, and the improvement of it in its power, the

other will be useless unto those ends. For when God de-

signed the great and glorious work of recovering fallen man,
and the saving of sinners to the praise of the glory of his

grace, he appointed in his infinite wisdom two great means
thereof. The one was the giving of his Son for them

;
and

the other was the giving of his Spirit unto them. And hereby
was way made for the manifestation of the glory of the whole

blessed Trinity, which is the utmost end of all the works of

God. Hereby, were the love, grace, and wisdom of the Fa-

ther, in the design and projection of the whole; the love,

grace, and condescension of the Son, in the execution, pur-

chase, and procurement, of grace and salvation for sinners
;

with the love, grace, and power of the Holy Spirit, in the effec-
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tual application of all unto the souls of men, made gloriously

conspicuous. Hence, from the first entrance of sin, there

were two general heads of the promise of God unto men,

concerning the means of their recovery and salvation. The

one was that concerning the sending of his Son to be incar-

nate, to take our nature upon him, and to suffer for us there-

in ; the other concerning the giving of his Spirit, to make the

effects and fruits of the incarnation, obedience, and suffer-

ing, of his Son, effectual in us and towards us. To these

heads may all the promises of God be reduced. Now be-

cause the former was to be the foundation of the latter, that

was first to be laid down and most insisted on until it was

actually accomplished. Hence the great promise of the

Old Testament, the principal object of the faith, hope, and

expectation of believers, was that concerning the coming of

the Son of God in the flesh, and the work which he was to

perform. Yet was this also, as we shall see in our progress,

accompanied with a great intermixture of promises concern-

ing the Holy Spirit, to render his coming and work effectual

unto us. But when once that first work was fully accom-

plished, when the Son of God was come, and had destroyed
the works of the devil, the principal remaining promise of

the New Testament, the spring of all the rest, concerneth

the sending of the Holy Spirit unto the accomplishment of

his part of that great work which God had designed. Hence
the Holy Ghost, the doctrine concerning his person, his work,
his grace, is the most peculiar and principal subject of the

Scriptures of the New Testament, and a most eminent im-

mediate object of the faith of them that do believe. And
this must be farther cleared, seeing we have to deal with

some who will scarce allow him to be of any consideration

in these matters at all. But I shall be brief in these pre-
vious testimonies hereunto, because the whole ensuing

discourse is designed to the demonstration of the truth of

this assertion.

1. It is of great moment, and sufficient of itself to main-

tain the cause as proposed, that when our Lord Jesus Christ

was to leave the world, he promised to send his Holy Spirit
unto his disciples to supply his absence. Of what use the

presence of Christ was unto his disciples we may in some
measure conceive ; they knew full well whose hearts were
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filled with sorrow upon the mention of his leaving of them j

John xvi. 5, 6. Designing to relieve them in this great dis-

tress, which drew out the highest expressions of love, ten-

derness, compassion, and care towards them, he doth it

principally by this promise ;
which he assures them shall be

to their greater advantage than any they could receive by
the continuance of his bodily presence amongst them. And

to secure them hereof, as also to inform them of its great im-

portance, he repeats it frequently unto them, and inculcates

it upon them. Consider somewhat of what he says to this

purpose in his last discourse with them
;
John xiv. 16—18.

'
I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Com-

forter, that he may abide with you for ever
;
even the Spirit

of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him

not, neither knoweth him
;
but ye know him

;
for he dwell-

eth with you and shall be in you. I will not leave you com-

fortless, I will come unto you ;'
that is, in and by this Holy

Spirit. And ver. 25—27.
' These things I have spoken unto

you, being present with you ;
but the Comforter, who is the

Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall

teach you all things, and bring all things to your remem-

brance, whatever I have said unto you. Peace I leave with

you/ &c. And chap. xv. 25.
' But when the Comforter is

come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the

Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall

testify of me.' And chap. xvi. 5—15.
' Now I go my way to

him that sent me, and none of you asketh me, Whither goest

thou ? But because I have said these things unto you, sor-

row hath filled your heart. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth,

it is expedient for you that I go away, for if I go not away
the Comforter will not come unto you ;

but if I depart I

will send him unto you. And when he is come he will re-

prove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and ofjudgment.

Of sin, because they believe not on me
;

of righteousness,

because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more
;
of judg-

ment, because the prince of this world is judged. I have

yet many things to say unto you, but you cannot bear them

now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will

guide you into all truth : for he shall not speak of himself ;

but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak, and he shall

shew you things to come. He shall glorify me, for he shall
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receive of mine, and he shall shew it unto you. All things
that the Father hath are mine

; therefore said I, that he shall

take of mine, and shew it unto you
h
.' This was the great

.legacy which our Lord Jesus Christ, departing out of this

world, bequeathed unto his sorrowful disciples. This he pro-
miseth unto them as a sufficient relief against all their trou-

bles, and a faithful guide in all their ways. And because

of the importance of it unto them he frequently repeats it,

and enlargeth upon the benefits that they should receive

thereby ; giving them a particular account why it would be

more advantageous unto them than his own bodily presence.
And therefore after his resurrection he minds them again of

this promise, commanding them to act nothing towards the

building of the church, until it was accomplished towards

them
;
Acts i. 4, 5. 8. They would have been again embracing

his human nature and rejoicing in it : but as he said unto

Mary,
' Touch me not;' John xx. 17. to wean her from any

carnal consideration of him
;
so he instructs them all now to

look after and trust unto the promise of the Holy Ghost.

Hence is that of our apostle ;

'

though we have known
Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no
more ;'

2 Cor. v. 16. For although it was a great privilege
to have known Christ in this world after the flesh, yet it was
much greater to enjoy him in the dispensation of the Spirit.

And this was spoken by the apostle, as the ancients judge,
to rebuke the boasting of some about their seeing the Lord

in the flesh, who were thereon called ^(nroawoi, whom he

directs unto a more excellent knowledge of him. It is in

vain pretended that it was the apostles only, and it may be

some of the primitive Christians who were concerned in this

h
Spiritus Sanctus ad hoc missus a Christo, ad hoc postulatus de Patre ut esset

doctor veritatis, Christi vicarius. Tertul. advers. Haeret. cap. 28.

Quoniam Dominusincaslos esset abiturus, paracletum discipulis necessario dabat,
ne illos quodarumodo pupillos, quod minime decebat, relinqueret; et sine advocato
et quodam tutore desereret. Hie est enim qui ipsoruiu animos mentesque firmavit,

qui in ipsis illuminator rerum divinarum fuit ; quo confirmati, pro nomine Domini
nee carceres nee vincula timuerunt: quin imo ipsas seculi potestates et tormenta cal-

caverunt, armati jam scilicet per ipsum atque firmati, habentes in se dona quae hie

idem Spiritus ecclesiae Christi sponsa, quasi quaedani ornamenta distribuit et dirigit.
Novatian. de Trinitat.

Totum ex Spiritus Sancti constat ducatu, quod devii diriguntur, quod impii con-

vertuntur, quod debiles confirmantur. Spiritus rectus, Spiritus Sanctus, Spiritus

principalis regit, componit, consummat et perficit, nostras inhabitat mentes, &c. corda

quae possidet, nee errare patitur, nee corrunipi, nee vinci quos docuerit, quos posse-

derit, quos gladio potentissima? veritatis accinxerit. Cyprian, de Spirit. Sauce.
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promise ;
for although the Holy Ghost was bestowed on

them in a peculiar manner, and for especial ends, yet the

promise in general belongs unto all believers unto the end

of the world 1
. For as to what concerns his gracious opera-

tions, whatever the Lord Christ prayed for for them, and

so promised unto them (as the Spirit was procured for them

on his prayer, John xvii. 16, 17.), he '

prayed not for it, for

them alone, but for them also which should believe on him

through their word ;' John xvii. 20. And his promise is, to

be ' with his always even unto the end of the world ;' Matt.

xxviii. 20. As also, that 'wherever two or three are ga-
thered together in his name, there he would be in the midst

of them
;'

Matt. xvii. 20. which he is no otherwise but by
his Spirit : for as for his human nature,

' the heavens must

receive him until the times of the restitution of all things ;'

Acts iii. 21. And this one consideration is sufficient to

evince the importance of the doctrine, and things which con-

cern the Holy Spirit. For is it possible that any Christian

should be so supinely negligent and careless, so unconcerned

in the things whereon his present comforts and future hap-

piness do absolutely depend, as not to think it his duty to

inquire with the greatest care and diligence, into what our

Lord Jesus Christ hath left unto us to supply his absence,

and at length to bring us unto himself? He by whom these

things are despised, hath neither part nor lot in Christ him-

self.
' For if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ, he is

none of his;' Rom. viii. 9.

2. The great work of the Holy Ghost in the dispensa-
tion and ministration of the gospel unto all the ends of it,

is another evidence unto the same purposed Hence the gos-

pel itself is called the ' ministration of the Spirit/ in oppo-
sition to that of the law, which is called the '

ministration

1 Praesentia spirituali cum eis erat ubique futurus post ascensionem suam, et cum
tota ecclesia sua in hoc mundo usque in consummationem seculi :

—
neque enim de

solis apostolis potest intelligi, sicut dedisti ei potestatem omnia carnis, ut omne quod
dedisti ei det eis vitam jeternam

;
sed ubique de omnibus quibus in eumcredentibus

vita aeterna datur. August. Tractat. 106. in Evangel. Johan.
Munus hoc quod in Christo est, in consummationem seculi nobiscum ;

hoc expec-
tations nostras solatium, hoc in donorura operationibus futuraa spei pignusest; hoc
moralium lumen, hie splendor animarum est. Hilar, lib. 2. de Trinitat.

k Hie est qui prophetas in ecclesia constituit, magistros erudit, linguas dirigit, ver-

tutes et sanctitates facit, opera mirabilia gerit, discretiones spirituum porrigit, guber-
nationes conlribuit, consilia suggerit, quasque alia sunt charismatum dona componit
et digerit; et ideo ecclesiam Domino undique et in omnibus consummatam et perfec-
tum facit. Tertul.
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of the letter and of condemnation ;' 2 Cor. iii. 8. biaicovia tov

n-vevfiarog, the "
ministry of the Spirit," is either that ministry

whrbh the Spirit makes effectual
;
or that ministry whereby

the Spirit in his gifts and graces is communicated unto men.

And this is that which gives unto the ministry of the gospel
both its glory and its efficacy. Take away the Spirit from

the gospel and you render it a dead letter, and leave the New
Testament of no more use unto Christians than the Old Tes-

tament is of unto the Jews. It is therefore a mischievous

imagination, proceeding from ignorance, blindness, and un-

belief, that there is no more in the gospel, but what is con-

tained under any other doctrine or declaration of truth
;
that

it is nothing but a book for men to exercise their reason in

and upon, and to improve the things of it by the same faculty.

For this is to separate the Spirit, or the dispensation of the

Spirit, from it, which is in truth to destroy it. And there-

with is the covenant of God rejected, which is, that 'his

word and Spirit shall go together ;' Isa. lix. 20, 21. We shall

therefore, God assisting, manifest in our progress, that the

whole ministry of the gospel, the whole use and efficacy of

it, do depend on that ministration of the Spirit wherewith,

according to the promise of God, it is accompanied. If

therefore we have any concernment in, or have ever received

any benefit by, the gospel or the ministration of it, we have
a signal duty lying before us in the matter in hand.

3. There is not any spiritual or saving good from first

to last communicated unto us, or that we are from and by
the grace of God made partakers of, but it is revealed to us

and bestowed on us by the Holy Ghost. He who hath not

an immediate and especial work of the Spirit of God upon
him and towards him, did never receive any especial love,

grace, or mercy, from God. For how should he do so ? What-
ever God works in us and upon us, he doth it by his Spirit.

He therefore who hath no work of the Spirit of God upon
his heart, did never receive either mercy or grace from God :

for God giveth them not but by his Spirit. A disclaimer

therefore of any work of the Spirit of God in us or upon us,

is a disclaimer of all interest in his grace and mercy. And

they may do well to consider it, with whom the work of the

Spirit of God is a reproach. When they can tell us of any
other way whereby a man may be made partaker of mercy
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and grace, we will attend unto it; in the mean time we shall

prove from the Scripture this to be the way of God.

4. There is not any thing done in us or by us that is

holy and acceptable unto God, but it is an effect of the Holy

Spirit, it is of his operation in us and by us. ' Without him

we can do nothing.' For without Christ we cannot
;

John

xv. 5. And by him alone is the grace of Christ communi-

cated unto us and wrought in us. By him we are regenerated
1

;

by him we are sanctified
; by him we are cleansed

; by him

are we assisted in and unto every good work. Particular

instances to this purpose will be afterward insisted on, and

proved. And it is our unquestionable concernment to in-

quire into the cause and spring of all that is good in us,

wherein also we shall have a true discovery of the spring and

cause of all that is evil
;
without a competent knowledge of

both which, we can do nothing as we ought.
5. God lets us know that the only peculiarly remediless

sin and way of sinning under the gospel, is to sin in an espe-
cial manner against the Holy Ghost. And this of itself is

sufficient to convince us how needful it is for us to be well

instructed in what concerns him. For there is somewhat
that doth so, which is accompanied with irrecoverable and

eternal ruin. And so is nothing else in the world. So Mark
iii. 28, 29. ' All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men,
and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme ;

but

he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost, hath never

forgiveness.' Or,
' he that speaketh against the Holy Ghost,

it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, nor in the

world to come ;' Matt. xii. 32. There remains nothing for

him who doth despite to the Spirit of grace, but a ' certain

fearful looking-for of judgment and fiery indignation, that

shall devour the adversaries;' Heb. x. 27, 29. This is that

'sin unto death,' whose remission is not to be prayed for;

1 John v. 16. For he having taken upon him to make effec-

tual unto us the great remedy provided in the blood of Christ

for the pardon of our sins, if he in the prosecution of that

1 Hie est qui operatur ex aquis, secundam nativitatera, semen quoddam divini

generis, et consecratorcslestis nativilatis
; pignus promissae haereditatis et quasi chi-

rographum quoddam seternaj salutis
; qui nos Dei faciat lemplum ct nos efficiat do-

mum, qui interpellat divinas aures pro nobis gemitibus ineloqaacibus, advocationis

officia, et defensionis exhibens munera, inhabitator corporibus nostris ductus, et

sanctitatis effector
;
hie est qui inexplebiles cupiditates coercet, &c. Novat. de Trinitat.
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work be despised, blasphemed, despitefully used, there nei-

ther is relief, nor can there be pardon for that sin. For

whence in that case should they arise or spring? as God hath

not another Son to offer another sacrifice for sin, so that he

by whom his sacrifice is despised can have none remaining
for him ;

no more hath he another Spirit to make that sacri-

fice effectual unto us, if the Holy Ghost in his work be de-

spised and rejected. This therefore is a tender place"
1

. We
cannot use too much holy diligence in our inquiries after

what God hath revealed in his word concerning his Spirit

and his work ; seeing there may be so fatal a miscarriage in

an opposition unto him, as the nature of man is incapable of

in any other instance.

And these considerations belong unto the first head of

reasons of the importance, use, and necessity, of the doctrine

proposed to be inquired into. They are enough to manifest

what is the concernment of all believers herein. For on the

account of these things the Scripture plainly declares, as we

observed before,
' that he who hath not the Spirit of Christ

is none of his ;' their portion is not in him, they shall have

no benefit by his mediation. Men may please themselves

with a profession of being Christians and owning the gospel,

whilst they despise the Spirit of God both name and thing.

Their condition we shall examine and judge by the Scripture

before we come to the end of this discourse. And for the

Scripture itself, whoever reads the books of the New Testa-

ment, besides the great and precious promises that are given

concerning him in the Old, will find and conclude, unless he

be prepossessed with prejudice, that the whole of what is

declared in those writings, turns on this only hinge. Re-

move from them the consideration of the Spirit of God and

his work, and it will be hard to find out what they aim at or

tend unto.

Secondly, The great deceit and abuse that hath been in

all ages of the church under the pretence of the name and

m Omnibus quidem quae divina sunt cum revercntia etvehementi cura oportet in-

tendere, niaxime autem his quae de Spiritus Sancti divinitatedicuntur.prassertim cum

blasphemia in eum sine venia sit; ita ut blasphemantis poena tendatur r.on solum in

omne prassens seculum, sed etiam in futurum. Ait quippe salvator, blasphemanti in

Spiritum Sanctum non esse remissionem, ncque in isto seculo neque in futuro : unde

magis ac magis intendere oportet quae Scripturarum de eo sit relatio ne in aliquein,

saltern per ignorantiam, blasphemiae error obrepat. Didjm. de Spir. Sanct. lib. 1.

Interpret. Hieron.

VOL. II. G
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work of the Spirit, make the thorough consideration of what

we are taught concerning them, exceeding necessary. Had
not these things been excellent in themselves, and so ac-

knowledged by all Christians, they would never have been by
so many falsely pretended unto. Men do not seek to adorn

themselves with rags, or to boast of what on its own account

is under just contempt. And according to the worth of things

so are they liable to abuse. And the more excellent any

thing is, the more vile and pernicious is an undue pretence
unto it. Such have been the false pretences of some in all

ages unto the Spirit of God and his work, whose real excel-

lences in themselves, have made those pretences abominable

and unspeakably dangerous. For the better the things are

which are counterfeited, the worse always are the ends they
are employed unto. In the whole world there is nothing so

vile as that which pretendeth to be God, and is not
5
nor is

any other thing capable of so pernicious an abuse. Some
instances hereof I shall give both out of the Old Testament

and the New.
The most signal gift of the Spirit of God for the use of

the church under the Old Testament, was that of prophecy.
This therefore was deservedly in honour and reputation ;

as

having a great impression of the authority of God upon it,

and in it of his nearness unto man. Besides, those in whom
it was, had justly the conduct of the minds and consciences

of others given up unto them. For they spake in the name
of God, and had his warranty for what they proposed, which
is the highest security of obedience. And these things
caused many to pretend unto this gift, who were indeed ne-

ver inspired by the Holy Spirit, but were rather on the con-

trary acted by a spirit of lying and uncleanness. For it is

very probable, that when men falsely and in mere pretence
took upon them to be prophets divinely inspired, without

any antecedent diabolical enthusiasm, that the devil made
use of them to compass his own designs. Being given up by
the righteous judgment of God unto all delusions, for bely-

ing his Spirit and holy inspirations, they were quickly pos-
sessed with a spirit of lying and unclean divination. So the

false prophets of Ahab, who encouraged him to go up unto

Ramoth Gilead, foretelling his prosperous success, 1 Kings
xxii. 6. seemed only to have complied deceitfully with the
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inclinations of their master, and to have out-acted his other

courtiers in flattery, by gilding it with a pretence of pro-

phecy. But when Micaiah came to lay open the mystery of

their iniquity, it appeared that a lying spirit by the permis-
sion of God had possessed their minds, and gave them im-

pressions, which being supernatural, they were deceived as

well as they did deceive, ver. 21—23. This they were justly

given up unto, pretending falsely unto the inspiration of that

Holy Spirit, which they had not received. And no other-

wise hath it fallen out with some in our days, whom we

have seen visibly acted by an extraordinary power ; unduly

pretending unto supernatural agitations from God, they were

really acted by the devil, a thing they neither desired nor

looked after
;
but being surprised by it were pleased with

it for a while
;
as it was with sundry of the Quakers at their

first appearance.
Now these false prophets of old were of two sorts, both

mentioned, Deut. xviii. 20. First, Such as professedly served

other gods, directing all their prophetic actings unto the

promotion of their worship. Such were the prophets of

Baal, in whose name expressly they prophesied, and whose

assistance they invocated :

'

They called on the name of Baal,

saying, O Baal hear us ;'
1 Kings xviii. 26—28. Many of

these were slain by Elijah, and the whole race of them af-

terward extirpated by Jehu
;
2 Kings x. 25—28. This put an

end to his deity, for it is said,
' he destroyed Baal out of

Israel ;'
false gods having no existence but in the deceived

minds of their worshippers. It may be asked why these are

called prophets ? and so in general of all the false prophets
mentioned in the Scripture. Was it because they merely

pretended and counterfeited a spirit of prophecy, or had

they really any such? I answer, that I no way doubt, but

that they were of both s(5rts. These prophets of Baal were

such as worshipped the sun, after the manner of the Tyrians.
Herein they invented many hellish mysteries, ceremonies,

and sacrifices; these they taught the people, by whom they
were hired. Being thus engaged in the service of the devil,

he actually possessed their minds 'as a spirit of divination,'

and enabled them to declare things unknown unto other

men. They in the mean time really finding themselves acted

by a power superior to them, took and owned that to be the

c 2
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power of their god; and thereby became immediate wor-

shippers of the devil. This our apostle declares, 1 Cor.

x. 20. Whatever those who left the true God aimed at to

worship, the devil interposed himself between that and
them as the object of their adoration. Hereby he became
the '

god of this world ;' 2 Cor. iv. 4. Him whom in all

their idols they worshipped and adored. With a spirit
of divination from him were many of the false prophets
acted, which they thought to be the spirit of their god.
For they found themselves acted by a superior power, which

they could neither excuse nor resist". Others of them were
mere pretenders and counterfeits, that deceived the foolish

multitude with vain false predictions. Of these more will be

spoken afterward.

Secondly, Others there were, who spake in the name, and
as they falsely professed, by the inspiration, of the Spirit of

the Holy God. With this sort of men Jeremiah had great
contests. For in that apostatizing age of the church, they
had got such an interest and reputation among the rulers

and people, as not only to confront his prophecies with

contrary predictions, chap, xxviii. 2—4. but also to traduce

him as a false prophet, and to urge his punishment accord-

ing to the law, chap. xxix. 25-—27. And with the like

confidence did Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah carry it to-

wards Micaiah, 1 Kings xxii. 26. for he scornfully asks

him,
' Which way went the Spirit of the Lord from me to

speak unto thee;' that is, whereas assuredly he speaketh in

me, how came he to inspire thee with a contrary revelation?

Ezekiel, at the same time with Jeremiah, was exercised and

perplexed with them, chap. xiii. and xiv. For this sort of

persons, namely, false pretenders unto divine extraordinary
revelations, did of old usually abound in times of danger
and approaching desolations. The devil stirred them up to

fill men with vain hopes, to keep them in sin and security,
that destruction might seize upon them at unawares. And
whoever takes the same course in the time of deserved

threatened impendent judgments, though they use not the

n 'Ewei^av yap riKtrciig Tf<n Kcu fxayyavtlaig xarefaos
Za.lfjt.wa. rig i\g aiiSrg&irov, xal

ly.avT£vtto exe~vog, x.al fA.avrevifji.Bvog ippc57TET0, xai ta-TrapdrTBro, xal iveyxM rev Zaiuovog

-rijv 6py.r,v oZx hZi/varo d\\' EjOtEXXE Star<mifA,lvog ovrcng aitoXhvoSai, Tat? to. TOiauroig t«

fx.ayyaveovo-1 <pnfi

Au3"aT£ Xoiwav avaxra Qporlg Qeov oix eti
Xaipi'i. Clirysost. ill 1 Cor. xii.
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same means, yet they also do the work of the devil. For

whatever encourageth men to be secure in their sins, is a

false divination ; Jer. v. 30, 31. And this sort of men is

characterized by the prophet Jeremiah, chap, xxiii. from

ver. 9, to 33. where any one may read their sin and judg-
ment. And yet this false pretending unto the spirit of

prophecy, was very far from casting any contempt on the

real gift of the Holy Ghost therein; nay, it gave it the

greater glory and lustre. God never more honoured his true

prophets, than when there were most false ones. Neither

shall ever any false pretence to the Spirit of grace render

him less dear unto those that are partakers of him, or his

gifts of less use unto the church.

It was thus also under the New Testament at the first

preaching of the gospel. The doctrine of it at first was de-

clared from the immediate revelation of the Spirit ; preached

by the assistance of the Spirit; made effectual by his work
and power; was accompanied in many by outward miracu-

lous works and effects of the Spirit ;
whence the whole of

what peculiarly belonged unto it in opposition to the law,
was called the ' ministration of the Spirit.' These things

being owned and acknowledged by all, those who had any
false opinions or dotages of their own to broach, or any
other deceit to put upon Christians, could think of no more

expedite means for the compassing of their ends, than by
pretending to immediate revelations of the Spirit. For

without some kind of credibility given them from hence,

they knew that their fond imaginations would not be taken

into the least consideration. Hence the apostle Peter, hav-

ing treated concerning the revelation of God by his Spirit
in prophecy under the Old Testament and the New, 2 Epist.

chap. i. 17—21. adds as an inference from that discourse,

a comparison between the false prophets that were under
the Old Testament, and the false teachers under the

New; chap. ii. 1.
' But there were false prophets also

among the people, even as there shall be false teachers

among you.' And the reason of it is, because that as they

pretended to the Spirit of the Lord in their prophecies,

saying,
' Thus saith the Lord,' when he sent them not

; so

these ascribed all their abominable heresies to the inspira-
tion of the Spirit, by whom they were not assisted.
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Hence is that blessed caution and rule given us by the

apostle John, who lived to see much mischief done in the

church by this pretence ;
1 Epist. chap. iv. 1,2.

' Beloved,

believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are

of God, because many false, prophets are gone out into the

world. Hereby know we the Spirit of God ; every spirit that

confesseth that Jesus is come in the flesh, is ofGod
;
and every

spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the

flesh, is not of God/ A two-fold direction doth the apostle
here give unto all believers. The first by the way of caution,

that they would not believe every spirit; that is, not receive

or give credit to every doctrine that was proposed unto them

as of immediate revelation and inspiration of the Spirit. He
intends the same with the apostle Paul; Eph. iv. 14. who
would not have us carried about with every wind of doc-

trine, like vessels at sea without anchor or helms, by the
'

sleight of men, and cunning craftiness whereby they lie in

wait to deceive.' For the craft and sleights intended, are

such as men use when they cast a mist, as it were, before the

eyes of others whom they intend to cheat and defraud. So

dealt false teachers with their disciples, by their pretences
of immediate revelations. His next direction informs us

how we may observe this caution unto our advantage, and

this is by trying the spirits themselves. This is the duty of

all believers on any such pretences. They are to try these

spirits, and examine whether they are of God or no. For

the observation of this rule, and discharge of this duty, the

church of Ephesus is commended by our Lord Jesus Christ
;

Rev. ii. 2.
' Thou hast tried them, which say they are apos-

tles and are not, and hast found them liars.' For those who
said they were apostles, pretended therewithal to apostolical

authority and infallibility, on the account of the immediate

inspirations which they received by the Holy Ghost. In

trying them, they tried the spirits that came unto them.

And by this warrant may we try the spirit of the church of

Rome, which in like manner pretends unto apostolical au-

thority and infallibility.

Unto these two directions, the apostle subjoins the reason

of the present watchfulness required unto the discharge of

this duty.
*

For,' saith he,
'

many false prophets are gone
out into the world.' It is false teachers, as Peter calls them.
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c

bringing in damnable heresies,' concerning whom he speaks.

And he calleth them false prophets, partly in an allusion unto

the false prophets under the Old Testament, with whom they

are ranked and compared by Peter ; and partly, because as they

fathered their prejudices on divine revelation, so these falsely

ascribed their doctrines unto immediate divine inspiration.

And on this account also he calleth them spirits ;

'

try the

spirits.' For as they pretended unto the Spirit ofGod, so indeed

for the most part they were acted by a spirit of error, lying,

and delusion; that is, the devil himself. And therefore I no

way doubt, but that mostly those who made use of this plea,

that they had their doctrines which they taught by immediate

inspiration, did also effect other extraordinary operations or

undiscoverable appearances of them, as lying miracles, by
the power of that spirit whereby they were acted

;
as Matt.

xxiv. 24. Hence the apostle doth not direct us to try their

pretensions unto inspiration, by putting them on other ex-

traordinary works for their confirmation ;
for these also they

made a show and appearance of, and that in such a manner

as that they were not to be detected by the generality of

Christians
;
but he gives unto all a blessed stable rule, which

will never fail them in this case who diligently attend unto

it. And this is to try them by the doctrine that they teach
;

ver. 2, 3. Let their doctrine be examined by the Scriptures,

and if it be found consonant thereunto, it may be received

without danger unto the hearers, whatever corrupt affections

the teachers may be influenced by. But if it be not conso-

nant thereunto, if it keep not up a harmony in the analogy
of faith, whatever inspiration or revelation be pleaded in its

justification, it is to be rejected, as they also are by whom it

is declared. This rule the apostle Paul confirms by the

highest instance imaginable ;
Gal. i. 8.

' If we, or an angel
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you, than that

which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.'

And the apostle shews, that, for our advantage in this trial

we are to make of spirits, it is good to have a clear con-

viction of, and a constant adherence unto, some fundamental

principles, especially such as we have reason to think will

be the most cunningly attacked by seducers. Thus, because

in those days the principal design of Satan was to broach

strange false imaginations about the person and mediation
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of Christ, endeavouring thereby to overthrow both the one

and the other
;

the apostle adviseth believers to try the

upirits by this one fundamental principle of truth, namely,
that ' Jesus Christ is come in the flesh

;'
which contains a

confession both of his person and mediation. This, there-

fore, believers were to demand of all new teachers and pre-
tenders unto spiritual revelations in the first place ;

do you
confess that ' Jesus Christ is come in the flesh ;' and if they

immediately made not this confession, they never stood to

consider their other pretences, but turned from them not bid-

ding them God-speed ;
2 John vii. 10, 11. And I could easily

manifest how many pernicious heresies were obviated in

those days by this short confession of faith. For some of

late (as Grotius following Socinus and Sclictingius) inter-

preting this coming of Christ in the flesh, of his outward

mean estate and condition, and not in the pomp and glory
of an earthly king, do openly corrupt the text. His coming
in the flesh, is the same with the ' Word's being made flesh ;'

John i. 14. or,
' God being manifest in the flesh;' 1 Tim.

iii. 16. that is, the Son of God being made  partaker of

flesh and blood;' Heb. ii. 14. or '

taking on him the seed

of Abraham ;' ver. 14. that is, his being
' made of a wo-

man ;'
Gal. iv. 4. or his being

' made of the seed of David

according to the flesh ;' Rom. i. 3. His i

being of the

fathers as to the flesh ;' Rom. ix. 5. And this was directly

opposed unto those heresies which were then risen, whose

broachers contended that Jesus Christ was but a phantasy, an

appearance, a manifestation, of divine love and power; deny-

ing that the Son of God was really incarnate, as the ancients

generally testify. And well had it been for many in our

days had they attended unto such rules as this. But through
a neglect of it, accompanied with an ungrounded boldness

and curiosity, they have hearkened in other things to de-

ceiving spirits, and have been engaged beyond a recovery,
before they have considered that by their cogging deceits they
have been cheated of all the principal articles of their faith;

by which, if at first they had steadily tried and examined

them, they might have been preserved from their snares.

The Jews say well, that there was a double trial of pro-

phets under the Old Testament ;
the one by their doctrine,

the other by their predictions. That by their doctrine,
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namely, whether they seduced men from the worship of the

true God unto idolatry, belonged unto all individual persons
of the church. Direction for this is given, Deut. xiii. 2, 3.
' If the prophet giveth a sign or a wonder, and it come to

pass (effect any thing by a seeming presence of an extra-

ordinary power), and say, Let us go serve other gods, thou

shalt not hearken unto him.' Let his signs and wonders be

what they would the people were to try them by what they

taught. The judgment upon predictions was left unto the

Sanhedrim
;
for which directions are given, Deut. xviii. 20—

22. And by virtue hereofthey falsely and cruelly endeavoured

to take away the life of Jeremiah, because he foretold the ruin

of them and their city ; chap. xxvi. 11. In the first place,

though his sign, wonder, or prediction, came to pass, yet the

doctrine he sought to confirm by it being false, he was to

be rejected. In the latter, the fulfilling of his sign acquitted

him, because he taught with it nothing in point of doctrine

that was false. The first kind of trial of the spirits of pro-

phets is the duty of all believers under the gospel. And
those who would deprive them of this liberty would make
brutes of them instead of Christians

;
unless to believe a

man knows not what, and to obey he knows not why, be the

properties of Christians; see Rom. xii. 2. Ephes. v. 8—11.

Phil. i. 10. 1 Thess. v. 21. The other, so far as was needful

to preserve the church in truth and peace, was provided for

in those primitive times, whilst there was a real communi-
cation of extraordinary gifts of the Spirit (and so more
occasion given to the false pretence of them, and, more

danger in being deceived by them), by a peculiar gift of dis-

cerning them bestowed on some amongst them
;

1 Cor. xii.

10. '

Discerning of spirits' is reckoned among the gifts of the

Spirit. So had the Lord graciously provided for his churches,
that some among them should be enabled in an extraordinary

manner, to discern and judge of them who pretended unto

extraordinary actings of the Spirit. And upon the ceasing
of extraordinary gifts really given from God, the gift also

of discerning spirits ceased, and we are left unto the word
alone for the trial of any that shall pretend ^unto them.

Now this kind of pretence was so common in those days,
that the apostle Paul writing to the Thessalonians, to cau-

tion them that they suffered not themselves to be deceived
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in their expectation and computations about the time of the

coming of Christ, in the first place warns them not to be

moved in it 'by spirit;' 2 Thess. ii. 2. That is, persons pre-

tending unto spiritual revelations. Something also of this

nature hath continued and broken out in succeeding ages,

and that in instances abominable and dreadful. And the

more eminent in any season are the real effusions of the

Holy Spirit upon the ministers of the gospel, and disciples

of Christ, the more diligence and watchfulness against these

delusions are necessary. For on such opportunities it is,

when the use and reputation of spiritual gifts is eminent,

that Satan doth lav hold to intrude under the colour of them

his own deceitful suggestions. In the dark times of the

papacy all stories are full of Satanical delusions, in phantas-
tical apparitions, horrors, spectrums, and the like effects of

darkness. It was seldom or never that any falsely pretended
to the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit ;

for these things
were then of little use or request in the world. But when
God was pleased to renew really a fresh communication of

spiritual gifts and graces unto men in and upon the reforma-

tion, the old dreads and terrors, nightly appearances tending
unto deeds of darkness vanished, and every where by Satan's

instigation arose false pretenders to the Spirit of God
;
in

which way of delusion he will still be more active and in-

dustrious, as God shall increase the gifts and graces of his

Spirit in his churches
; though as yet in these latter ages he

hath not attained what he was arrived unto in the primitive

times of the gospel. A full and clear declaration from the

Scripture of the nature of the Holy Spirit and his opera-

tions, may, through the blessing of God, be of use to fortify

the minds of professors against Satanical delusions counter-

feiting his actings and inspirations. For directions unto

this purpose are given us by the holy apostle, who lived

to see great havoc made in the churches by deluding

spirits. Knowledge of the truth, trying of spirits that go
abroad by the doctrines of the Scriptures, dependence on

the Holy Spirit for his teachings acccording to the word,

are the things which to this purpose he commends unto us.

Thirdly, There is in the days wherein we live, an anti-

spirit, set up and advanced against the Spirit of God, in his

being and all his operations, in his whole work and use
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towards the church of God. For this new spirit, takes

upon him whatever is promised to be effected by the '

good

Spirit of God.' This is that which some men call the light

within them, though indeed it be nothing but a dark pro-
duct of Satan upon their own imaginations ;

or at best the

natural light of conscience, which some of the heathens also

call a spirit
11

. But hereunto do they trust as that which doth

all for them, leaving no room for the 'promise of the Spi-
rit of God,' nor any thing for him to do. This teacheth

them, instructs them, enlightens them ; to this they attend

as the Samaritans to Simon Magus, and, as they say,

yield obedience unto it. And from hence, with the fruits of

it, do they expect acceptation with God, justification and

blessedness hereafter. And one of these two things these

deluded souls must fix upon; namely, that this light whereof

they speak, is either the Holy Spirit of God, or it is not.

If they say it is the Spirit, it will be easy to demonstrate

how by their so saying they utterly destroy the very nature

and being of the Holy Ghost, as will evidently appear in our

explication of them. And if they say, that it is not the Holy

Spirit of God which they intend thereby, it will be no less

manifest that they utterly exclude him on the other side

from his whole work, and substitute another, yea, an enemy,
in his room. For another God is a false god ; another

Christ is a false Christ
;
and another Spirit is a false spirit,

the spirit of antichrist. Now, because this is a growing
evil amongst us, many being led away and seduced, our duty
unto Jesus Christ, and compassion for the souls of men, do

require that our utmost endeavour, in the ways of Christ's

appointment, should be used to obviate this evil which eateth

as doth a canker
;
which also is propagated by profane and

vain babblings, increasing still unto more ungodliness. Some
I confess do unduly rage against the persons of those who
have imbibed these imaginations, falling upon them with

violence and fury, as they do also on others
;
the Lord lay

it not unto their charge. Yet this hinders not but that by
those '

weapons of our warfare which are not carnal, but

mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds,

casting down such like imaginations, and every high thing
n Ita dico Lucili ; sacer inter nos spiritus sedct, bonorum malorumque nostro-

rum observator et custos; prout a nobis tractatus est, ita ipse nos tractat. Sencc.

Epist. 41.



28 GENERAL PRINCIPLES CONCERNING

that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and

bringing into captivity every thought unto the obedience of

Christ,' we ought to attempt the destruction of their er-

rors, and the breaking of the snares of Satan by whom they

are taken captive alive at his pleasure. The course indeed

of opposing errors and false spirits by praying, preaching,
and writing, is despised by them in whose furious and haughty

minds, ure, seca, occide;
'

burn, cut, and kill,' are alone of any

signification ;
that think,

'

arise, Peter, kill and eat,' to be a

precept of more use and advantage unto them than all the

commands of Jesus Christ besides. But the way proposed
unto us by the Lord Jesus Christ himself, walked in by his

holy apostles, and all the ancient, holy, learned writers of the

church, is that which in these matters we must and shall

attend unto. And that course which is particularly suited

to obviate the evil mentioned, is to give a full plain evident

declaration from the Scripture of the nature and operations

of the Holy Spirit of God. Hence it will be undeniably ma-

nifest what a stranger this pretended light is unto the true

Spirit of Christ ; how far it is from being of any real use to

the souls of men; yea, how it is set up in opposition unto

him and his work, by whom, and by which alone, we become

accepted with God, and are brought unto the enjoyment of

him.

Fourthly, There are moreovermany hurtful and noxious opi-

nions concerning the Holy Ghost gone abroad in the world,

and entertained by many to the subversion of the faith which

they have professed . Such are those whereby his Deity and

Personality are denied. About these there have been many
contests in the world : some endeavouring with diligence

and subtilty to promote the perverse opinions mentioned
;

others contending, according to their duty,
' for the faith

once delivered unto the saints.' But these disputations are

for the most part so managed, that although the truth be in

some of them strenuously vindicated, yet the minds of be-

lievers generally are but little edified by them. For the

o Quoniam quidam temeritate potius quam recta via etiam in superna eriguntur,

et htec de Spiritu Sancto jactitant, qua? neque in Scripturis lecta, nee a quoquam
ecclesiasticorura veterum usurpata sunt, compulsi sumus celeberrimae exhortatione

fratrum cedere, quaeque sit nostra de eo opinio etiaru Scripturarum testimoniis com-

probare; ne imperitia tanti dograatis, hi qui contraria opponunt decipiant eos qui

sine discussione sollicita in adversariorura sententiam statim pertrahuntur. Didym.
de Spirit. Sane. lib. i.
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most are unacquainted with the ways and terms of arguing,

which are suited to convince or '

stop the mouths of gain-

sayers,' rather than to direct the faith of others. Besides,

our knowledge of things is more by their operations and

proper effects, than from their own nature and formal reason.

Especially is it so in divine things, and particularly with

respect unto God himself. In his own glorious being, he

dwelleth in light whereunto no creature can approach. In

the revelation that he hath made of himself by the effects of

his will in his word and works are we to seek after him. By
them are the otherwise invisible things of God made known,
his attributes declared

;
and we come to a better acquaint-

ance with him, than any we can attain by our most diligent

speculations about his nature itself immediately. So is it

with the Holy Ghost and his personality. He is in the

Scripture
p
proposed unto us to be known by his properties

and works, adjuncts and operations ; by our duty towards

him, and our offences against him. The due consideration

of these things, is that which will lead us into that assured

knowledge of his being and subsistence, which is necessary
for the guidance of our faith and obedience, which is the

end of all these inquiries ;
Col. ii. 2. Wherefore, although

I shall by the way explain, confirm, and vindicate the testi-

monies that are given in the Scripture, or some of them,
unto his deity and personality ; yet the principal means that

I shall insist on for the establishing of our faith in him, is

the due and just exposition and declaration of the adminis-

trations and operations that are ascribed unto him in the

Scriptures ;
which also will give great light into the whole

mystery and economy of God in the work of our salvation

by Jesus Christ.

Fifthly, The principal cause and occasion of our present

undertaking, is the open and horrible opposition that is

made unto the Spirit of God, and his work in the world.

There is no concernment of his that is not by many derided,

exploded, and blasphemed. The very name of the Spirit is

grown to be a reproach ;
nor do some think they can more

despitefully expose any to scorn, than by ascribing to them

P Appellatio Spiritus Sancti, et ea qua; monstratur ex ipsa appellatione substantia,

penitus ab his ignoratur, qui extra sacram Scripturam philosophantur : soluramodo

eum iu nostratibus Uteris et notio ejus et vocabulum refertur tam in nobis quam in

Teteribas. Didym. de Spirit. Sane. lib. i.
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a ' concern in the Spirit of God.' This indeed is a thing
which I have often wondered at, and do continue still so to

do. For whereas in the gospel every thing that is good,

holy, praiseworthy, in any man, is expressly assigned to the

Spirit, as the immediate efficient cause and operator of it,

and whereas the condition of men without him, not made

partakers of him, is described to be reprobate or rejected of

God, and foreign unto any interest in Christ
; yet many pre-

tending unto the belief and profession of the gospel, are so

far from owning or desiring a participation of this Spirit in

their own persons, as that they deride and contemn them

who dare plead or avow any concern in him or his works.

Only I must grant that herein they have had some that have

gone before them; namely, the old scoffing heathens. For

so doth Lucian in his Philopatris speak in imitation of a

Christian by way of scorn, Aeye, Ilapa tov irvtvpiaTog Svva/xiv

tov \6yov Xa/3wv,
'

Speak out now, receiving power or ability

of speaking from the Spirit, or by the Spirit.' Certainly an

attendance to the old caution, si non caste tamen caute, had

been needful for some in this matter. Could they not bring
their own hearts unto a due reverence of the Spirit of God,
and an endeavour after a participation of his fruits and ef-

fects, yet the things that are spoken concerning him and

his work in the whole New Testament, and also in places
almost innumerable in the Old, might have put a check to

their public contemptuous reproaches and scornful mock-

ings, whilst they own those writings to be of God. But
such was his entertainment in the world upon his first effu-

sion; Acts ii. 13. Many pretences I know will be pleaded
to give countenance unto this abomination. For first, they
will say, It is not the Spirit of God himself and his works,
but the pretence of others unto him and them, which they
so reproach and scorn. I fear this plea or excuse, will prove
too short and narrow, to make a covering unto their pro-
faneness. It is dangerous venturing with rudeness and pe-

tulancy upon holy things, and then framing of excuses. But
in reproaches of the Lord Christ and his Spirit, men will

not want their pretences ;
John x. 32. And the things of the

Spirit of God, which they thus reproach and scorn in any,
are either such as are truly and really ascribed unto him and

wrought by him in the disciples of Jesus Christ, or they are
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not : if they are such as indeed are no effects of the Spirit of

grace, such as he is not promised for, nor attested to work
in them that do believe, as vain enthusiasms, ecstatical rap-
tures and revelations, certainly it more became Christians,

men professing, or at least pretending, a reverence unto God,
his Spirit, and his word, to manifest and convince those of

whom they treat, that such things are not '
fruits of the

Spirit,' but imaginations of their own, than to deride them
under the name of the Spirit, or his gifts and operations.
Do men consider with whom and what they make bold in

these things ? But if they be things that are real effects of

the Spirit of Christ in them that believe, or such as are un-

deniably assigned unto him in the Scripture, which they

despise ;
what remains to give countenance unto this daring

profaneness ? Yea, but they say, secondly, It is not the real

true operations of the Spirit themselves, but the false pre-
tensions of others unto them which they traduce and ex-

pose. But will this warrant the course which it is manifest

they steer in matter and manner ? The same persons pretend
to believe in Christ and the gospel, and to be made par-
takers of the benefits of his mediation. And yet if they have

not the '

Spirit of Christ,' they have no saving interest in

these things ;
for if

'

any man have not the Spirit of Christ,

he is none of his.' If it be then only their false pretending
unto the Spirit of God and his works which these persons
so revile and scorn, why do they not deal with them in like

manner with respect unto Christ and the profession of the

gospel ? Why do they not say unto them,
' You believe in

Christ, you believe in the gospel;' and thereon expose them
to derision ? So plainly dealt the Jews with our Lord Jesus

Christ; Psal. xxii. 7,8. Matt. xxi. 39. 43. It is therefore

the things themselves, and not the pretences pretended, that

are the objects of this contempt and reproach. Besides,

suppose those whom at present on other occasions they hate

or despise, are not partakers of the Spirit of God, but are

really strangers unto the things which hypocritically they

profess ? Will they grant and allow that any other Christians

in the world do so really partake of him, as to be led, guided,
directed by him ; to be quickened, sanctified, purified by him ;

to be enabled unto communion with God, and all duties of

holy obedience by him; with those other effects and opera-
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tions for which he is promised by Jesus Christ unto his dis-

ciples ? If they will grant these things to be really effected

and accomplished in any, let them not be offended with them

who desire that they should be so in themselves, and declare

themselves to that purpose ;
and men would have more cha-

rity for them under their petulant scoffing, than otherwise

they are able to exercise. It will, thirdly, yet be pleaded,
That they grant as fully as any the being of the Holy Ghost,

the promise of him and his real operations, only they differ

from others as to the sense and exposition of those phrases
and expressions that are used concerning these things in the

Scripture, which those others abuse in an unintelligible man-

ner, as making them proper which indeed are metaphorical.
But is this the way which they like and choose to express
their notions and apprehensions ? namely, openly to revile

and scorn the very naming and asserting the work of the

Spirit of God, in the words which himself hath taught ? A
boldness this is which as whereof the former ages have not

given us a precedent, so we hope the future will not afford

an instance of any to follow the example. For their sense

and apprehension of these things they shall afterward be

examined, so far as they have dared to discover them. In

the mean time we know that the Socinians acknowledge a

Trinity, the sacrifice of Christ, the expiation of sin made

thereby ;
and yet we have some differences with them about

these things. And so we have with these men about the

Spirit of God and his dispensation under the gospel ; though
like them, they would grant the things spoken of them to

be true, as metaphorically to be interpreted. But of these

things we must treat more fully hereafter.

I say, it is so come to pass amongst many who profess

they believe the gospel to be true, that the name or naming
of the Spirit of God is become a reproach. So also is his

whole work. And the promise of him made by Jesus Christ

unto his church, is rendered useless and frustrated. It was

the main, and upon the matter the only, supportment which

he left unto it in his bodily absence, the only means of ren-

dering the work of his mediation effectual in them and among
them. For without him, all others, as the word, ministry,

and ordinances of worship, are lifeless and useless. God is

not glorified by them, nor the souls of men advantaged. But
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it is now uncertain with some of what use he is unto the

church; yea, as far as I can discern, whether he be of any or

no. Some have not trembled to say and contend, that some

things as plainly ascribed unto him in the Scripture, as words
can make an assignation of any thing, are the cause of all

the troubles and confusions in the world. Let them have

the word or tradition outwardly revealing the will of God,
and what it is that he would have them do (as the Jews

have both to this day), these being made use of by their

own reason, and improved by their natural abilities, they
make up the whole of man, all that is required to render

the persons or duties of any accepted with God. Of
what use then is the Spirit of God in these things? Of none

at all it may be, nor the doctrine concerning him, but

only to fill the world with a buzz and noise, and to trouble

the minds of men with unintelligible notions. Had not

these things been spoken, they should not have been re-

peated, for death lieth at the door in them. So then men

may pray without him, and preach without him, and turn

to God without him, and perform all their duties without

him well enough. For if any one shall plead the necessity
of his assistance for the due performance of these things,
and ascribe unto him all that is good and well done in

them, he shall hardly escape from being notably derided.

Yet all this while we would be esteemed Christians. And
what do such q

persons think of the prayers of the ancient

church and Christians unto him for the working of all good
in them, and their ascriptions of every good thing unto him ?

And wherein have we any advantage of the Jews, or wherein

consists the pre-eminence of the gospel ? They have the word
of God, that part of it which was committed unto their church,
and which in its kind is sufficient to direct their faith and
obedience

;
for so is the ' sure word of prophecy' if dili-

gently attended unto
;
2 Pet. i. 19. And if traditions be of

any use, they can outvie all the world. Neither doth this

1 Adesto Sancte Spiritus, et paraclesin tuam expectantibus illabere crelitus, sanc-
tifica templum corporis nostri et consecra in habitaculum tuura ; desiderantes te ani-
mas tua praesentia Iffitifica, dignam te habitatore doruum corapone; adorna thalannnn

tuum, et quietis tua? reclinatoriuin, circumdavarietatibus virtutum; sterne paviraenta
pigmentis ; niteat mansio tua carbunculis flararaeis, et gemruarum splcndoribus ; et
omnium Chrismatum intrinsecus spirent odoramenta ; affatiru balsami liquor flagrantia
sua cubiculum suum, imbuat ; et abigens inde quicquid tabidum est, quicquid cor-

rupted seminarium ; stabile et perpetuuin- hoc facias gaudiura nostrum, et creationis
tuaj renovationein in dccore ininiarcessibili solides in selenium. Cyprian, de Sp. S3.

VOL. II. D
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sort of men want their wits, and the exercise of them. Those

who converse with them in the things of this world, do not

use to say they are all fools. And for their diligence in the

consideration of the letter of the Scripture, and inquiring
into it according to the best of their understanding, none

will question it, but those unto whom they and their concern-

ments are unknown. And yet after all this, they are Jews still.

If we have the New Testament, no otherwise than they have

the Old, have only the letter of it to philosophize upon, ac-

cording to the best of our reasons and understandings, with-

out any dispensation of the Spirit of God accompanying it

to give us a saving light into the mystery of it, and to make

it effectual unto our souls
;

I shall not fear to say, but that

as 'they call themselves Jews and are not, but are the syna-

gogue of Satan,' Rev. ii. 9. so we who pretend ourselves

to be Christians, as to all the saving ends of the gospel, shall

not be found in a better condition.

And yet it were to be wished that even here bounds might
be fixed unto the fierceness of some men's spirits. But they

will not suffer themselves to be so confined. In many places

they are transported with rage and fury, so as to stir up per-

secution against such as are really anointed with the Spirit

of Christ, and that for no other reason but because they are

so ; Gal. iv. 29. Other things indeed are pretended by them,

but all the world may see that they are not of such import-

ance as to give countenance unto their wrath. This is the

latent cause which stirs it up, and is oftentimes openly ex-

pressed.
These things at present are charged only as the miscar-

riages of private persons. When they are received in

churches, they are the cause of, and an entrance into, afatal

defection and apostacy. From the foundation of the world

the principal revelation that God made of himself, was in the

oneness of his nature, and his monarchy over all. And herein

the person of the Father was immediately represented with

his power and authority. For he is the fountain and original

of the Deity, the other persons as to their subsistence being

of him. Only he did withal give out promises concerning

the peculiar exhibition of the Son in the flesh in an appointed

season, as also of the Holy Spirit to be given by him in an

especial manner. Hereby were their persons to be signally
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glorified in this world
;

it being the will of God that all
' men should honour the Son, as they honoured the Father;'
and the Holy Spirit in like manner. In this state of things,
the only apostacy of the church could be polytheism and

idolatry^ Accordingly, so it came to pass : the church of

Israel was continually prone to these abominations ;
so that

scarcely a generation passed, or very few, wherein the body
of the people did not more or less defile themselves with

them. To wean and recover them from this sin was the

principal end of the preaching of those prophets which God
from time to time sent unto them; 2 Kings xvii. 13. And
this also was the cause of all the calamities which befel them,
and of all the judgments which God inflicted on them, as is

testified in all the historical books of the Old Testament, and
confirmed by instances innumerable. To put an end here-

unto God at length brought a total desolation upon the

whole church, and caused the people to be carried into cap-

tivity out of their own land. And hereby it was so far ef-

fected, that upon their return whatever other sins they fell

into, yet they kept themselves from idols and idolatry ;
Ezek.

xvi. 62, 63. xxiii. 27. 48. And the reason hereof was, be-

cause the time was now drawing nigh wherein they were to

be tried with another dispensation of God. The Son of God
was to be sent unto them in the flesh. To receive and obey
him was now to be the principal instance and trial of their

faith and obedience. They were no longer to be tried merely

by their faith, whether they would own only the God of Is-

rael, in opposition unto all false gods and idols
;
for that

ground God had now absolutely won upon them
;
but now

all is to turn on this hinge, whether they would receive the

Son of God coming in the flesh, according to the promise ;

here the generality of that church and people fell by their

unbelief, apostatized from God, and became thereby neither

church nor people ;
John viii. 24. They being rejected, the

Son of God calls and gathers another church, founding it on

his own person with faith and the profession of it therein
;

Matt. xvi. 18, 19. In this new church therefore this foun-

dation is fixed, and this ground made good, that Jesus Christ

the Son of God is to be owned and honoured as we honour

the Father; 1 Cor. iii. 11. And herein all that are duly
called Christians do agree ; as the church of Israel did in one

d 2
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God after their return from the captivity of Babylon ;
but

now the Lord Jesus Christ being ascended unto his Father,

hath committed his whole affairs in the church and in the

world unto the Holy Spirit; John xvi. 7— 11. And it is on

this design of God, that the person of the Spirit may be sin-

gularly exalted in the church, unto whom they were so in

the dark before that some, none of the worst of them, profes-
sed they had not so much as heard whether there were any

Holy Ghost or no ; Acts xix. 2. that is, at least, as unto the

peculiar dispensation of him then introduced in the church.

Wherefore the duty of the church now immediately respects
the Spirit of God, who acts towards it in the name of the

Father and of the Son. And with respect unto him it is, that

the church in its present state is capable of an apostacy from

God
;
and whatever is found of this nature amongst any here

it hath its beginning. For the sin of despising his person
and rejecting his work now, is of the same nature with idol-

atry of old, and the Jews' rejection of the person of the Son.

And whereas there was a relief provided against these sins,

because there was a new dispensation of the grace of God to

ensue in the evangelical work of the Holy Ghost
;

if men
sin against him and his operations, containing the perfection

and complement of God's revelation of himself unto them,

their condition is deplorable.
It may be some will say and plead, that whatever is

spoken of the Holy Ghost, his graces, gifts, and operations,

did entirely belong unto the first times of the gospel wherein

they were manifested by visible and wonderful effects. To
those times they were confined, and consequently that we
have no other interest or concern in them but as in a re-

corded testimony given of old unto the truth of the gospel.

This is so indeed as unto his extraordinary and miraculous

operations. But to confine his whole work thereunto, is

plainly to deny the truth of the promises of Christ, and to

overthrow his church. For we shall make it undeniably
evident that none can believe in Jesus Christ, or yield obe-

dience unto him, or worship God in him, but by. the Holy
Ghost. And therefore if the whole dispensation of him and

his communications unto the souls of men do cease, so doth

all faith in Christ, and Christianity also.

On these and the like considerations it is that I have
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thought it necessary for myself, and unto the church of God,

that the Scripture should be diligently searched in and con-

cerning this great matter. For none can deny but that the

glory of God, the honour of the gospel, the faith and obe-

dience of the church, with the everlasting welfare of our own

souls, are deeply concerned herein.

The apostle Peter, treating about the great things of the

gospel taught by himself and the rest of the apostles of our

Lord Jesus Christ, tells those to whom he wrote, that in

what was so preached unto them, they had not * followed

cunningly devised fables;' 2 Pet. i. 16. For so were the

power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ then reported

to be in the world. What was preached concerning them

was looked on as •

cunningly devised,' and artificially framed
'
fables,' to inveigle and allure the people. This the apostle

gives his testimony against, and withal appeals unto the di-

vine assurance which they had of the holy truths delivered

unto them; ver. 17—20. In like manner our Lord Jesus

Christ himself having preached the doctrine of regeneration

unto Nicodemus, he calls it into question as a thing incre-

dible, or unintelligible ;
John iii. 4. For whose instruction

and the rebuke of his ignorance he lets him know that he

spake nothing but what he brought with him from heaven,

from the eternal fountain of goodness and truth; ver. U—
13. It is fallen out not much otherwise in this matter.

The doctrine concerning the Spirit of God, and his work

on the souls of men, hath been preached in the world.

What he doth in convincing men of sin
;
what in working

godly sorrow and humiliation in them
;
what is the exceed-

ing greatness of his power, which he puts forth in the re-

generation and sanctification of the souls of men
;
what are

the supplies of grace which he bestows on them that do

believe ; what assistance he gives unto them as the Spirit of

grace and supplications ;
hath been preached, taught, and

pressed on the minds of them that attend unto the dispensa-

tion of the word of the gospel. Answerable hereunto,

men have been urged to try, search, examine themselves, as

to what of this work of the Holy Ghost they have found,

observed, or had experience to have been effectually ac-

complished in or upon their own souls. And hereon they

have been taught, that the great concernments of theiv
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peace, comfort, and assurance, of their communion among
themselves as the saints of God, with many other ends of

their holy conversation, do depend. Nay, it is, and hath

been constantly, taught them, that if there be not an effec-

tual work of the Holy Ghost upon their hearts, that they
' cannot enter into the kingdom of God.' Now these things,
and whatever is spoken in the explication of them, are by
some called in question, if not utterly rejected. Yea, some
look on them as 'cunningly devised fables;' things, that

some not long since invented, and others have propagated
for their advantage. Others say, that what is delivered

concerning them, is hardly, if at all, to be understood by
rational men, being only empty speculations about things
wherein Christian religion is little or not at all concerned.

Whereas, therefore, many, very many, have received these

things as sacred truths, and are persuaded that they have

found them realized in their own souls, so that into their

experience of the work of the Holy Spirit of God in them,
and upon them, according as it is declared in the word, all

their consolation and peace with God, is for the most part

resolved, as that which gives them the best evidence of

their interest in him who is their peace ;
and whereas for

the present, they do believe that unless these things are so

in and with them, they have no foundation to build a hope
of eternal life upon; it cannot but be of indispensable ne-

cessity unto them to examine and search the Scripture dili-

gently whether these things be so or no. For, if there be

no such work of the Spirit of God upon the hearts of men,
and that indispensably necessary to their salvation

;
if there

are no such assistances and supplies of grace needful unto

every good duty, as wherein they have been instructed;

then in the whole course of their profession they have only
been seduced '

by cunningly devised fables,' their deceived

hearts have fed upon ashes, and they are yet in their sins.

It is then of no less consideration and importance than the

eternal welfare of their souls immediately concerned therein

can render it
;
that they diligently try, examine, and search

into these things, by the safe and infallible touchstone and

rule of the word, whereon they may, must, and ought, to

venture their eternal condition. I know, indeed, that most

believers are so far satisfied in the truth of these things and
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their own experience of them, that they will not be moved
in the least by the oppositions which are made unto them,

and the scorn that is cast upon them. ' For he that believeth

on the Son of God hath the witness in himself;' 1 John v.

10. But yet as Luke wrote his Gospel to Theophilus, that

he might
' know the certainty of those things wherein he

had been instructed;' Luke i. 4. that is, to confirm him in

the truth, by an addition of new degrees of assurance unto

him; so it is our duty to be so far excited by the clamorous

oppositions that are made unto the truths which we profess,

and in whose being; such we are as much concerned as our

souls are worth, to compare them diligently with the Scrip-

ture, that we may be the more fully confirmed and established

in them. And upon the examination of the whole matter, I

shall leave them to their option as Elijah did of old; if

* Jehovah be God, serve him, and if Baal be God, let him be

worshipped.' If the things which the generality of pro-

fessors do believe and acknowledge, concerning the Spirit

of God and his work on their hearts, his gifts and graces in

the church, with the manner of their communication, be for

the substance of them, wherein they all generally agree ac-

cording to the Scripture, taught and revealed therein, on

the same terms as by them received; then may they abide

in the holy profession of them, and rejoice in the consola-

tions they have received by them. But if these things, with

those other, which, in the application of them to the souls

of men, are directly and necessarily deduced, and to be

deduced from them, are all but vain and useless imagina-

tions, it is hig-h time the minds of men were disburdened

of them.
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THE NAME AND TITLES

OF

THE HOLY SPIRIT.

CHAP. II.

Qf the Name of the Holy Spirit. Various uses of the words nil and

7rvtvfia. TT\~) for the wind or any thing invisible with a sensible agita-
tion. Amos iv. 14. Mistakes of the ancients rectified by Hierom.

nVl metaphorically for vanity, Metonymicallyfor the part or quarter

of any thing. For our vital breath. The rational soul. The affections.

Angels good and bad. Ambiguity from the use of the word how to be re-

moved. Rules concerning the Holy Spirit. The name, Spirit, how pecu-
liar and appropriate unto him. Why he is called the Holy Spirit. Whence
called the Good Spirit. The Spirit of God. The Spirit of the Son, Acts
ii. 33. 1 Pet. i. 103 11. explaine d. John iv. 3. vindicated.

Before we engage into the consideration of the things them-

selves, concerning which we are to treat, it will be neces-

sary to speak something unto the Name, whereby the third

person in the Trinity is commonly known, and peculiarly
called in the Scripture. This is the Spirit, or the Holy
Spirit, or the Holy Ghost, as we usually speak. And this I

shall do, that we be not deceived with the homonymy of

the word, nor be at a loss in the intention of those places
of Scripture where it is used unto other purposes. For it,

is so, that the name of the second person, 6 Aoyoc,' the Word,'
and of the third, r6 Trvtvfia,

' the Spirit/ are often applied to

signify other things; I mean, those words are so. And
some make their advantages of the ambiguous use of them.

But the Scripture is able of itself to manifest its own in-

tention and meaning, unto humble and diligent inquirers
into it.

It is, then, acknowledged, that the use of the words nn
and 7rv£v/*a in the Old Testament and New is very various;

yet are they the words whereby alone the Holy Spirit of

God is denoted. Their peculiar signification, therefore, in
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particular places is to be collected and determined from the

subject matter treated of in them, and other especial cir-

cumstances of them. This was first attempted by the most
learned Didymus of Alexandria, whose words, therefore, I

have set down at large, and shall cast his observations into a

more perspicuous method, with such additions as are need-

ful for the farther clearing of the whole matter. First,
3 In

general, nn and trvivfxa signify a wind or
spirit, that is, any

a Quiavero Spiritus vocabulum multa significat enumerandum est breviter quibus
rebus nomen ejus aptetur : vocatur spiritus et ventus, sicut in Ezechiete ; tertiam

partem disperges in spiritum; hoc est in ventum. Quod si voles secundum histo-

rian) scribere quod scriptum est; in spiritu violento conteres naves Tharcis, non
aliud ibi spiritus quani ventus accipitur : nee non Solomon inter multa hoc quoque
munus a Deo accepit ut sciret violentias spirituum; non aliud in hoc se accepisse
demonstrans, quam scire rapidos ventorum flatus, et quibus causis eorum natura
subsistat. Vocatur et anima spiritus ut in Jacobi epistola. Quomodc corpus tuum
sine spiritu mortuum est ; manifestissime enim spiritus hie nihil aliud nisi anima

nuncupatur. Juxta quam intelligentiam Stephanus animam suam spirituni vocans ;

domine inquit Jesu suscipe spiritum meum. Illud quoque quod in Ecclesiastice dici-

tur, quis scit an spiritus honiinis ascendat sursum, et spiritus jumenti descendat
deorsurn. Considerandum ultimo num et pecudum animce spiritus appellentar.
Dicilur etiam excepta anima, et excepto spiritu sanc'o, spiritus alius quis esse in,

homine de quo Paulus scribit; quis enim scit hominum ea qua? sunt hominis, nisi

spiritus hominis qui in eo est? Sed et in alio loco idem apostolus a nostro spiritu

Spiritum Dei secernens ait, ipse Spiritus testimonium perhibet spiritui nostro ; hoc

significans, quod Spiritus Dei, id est, Spiritus Sanctus testimonium spiritui nostro

prasbeat, quern nunc diximus esse spiritum hominis. Ad Thessalonicenses quoque,
integer, inquit, spiritus vester et anima et corpus.

—
Appellantur quoque supernse

rationabilesque virtutes, qua? solet Scriptura angelos et fortitudines nominare, voca-
bulo spiritus ;

ut ibi, qui facis angelos tuos spiritus ; et alibi, nonne omnes sunt admini-
strators spiritas I Rationales quoque alias creatui as, etde bono in malum sponte proflu-
entes, spiritus passim, et spiritus appellantur immundi ;

sicut ibi, cum autem spiritus
immundusexierit ab homine, et in consequentibus; assumit septem alios spiritus nequi-
ores se. Spiritus quoque da?mones in Evangelio appellantur: sed hoc notandum, nun-

quam simpliciter spiritum sed cum aliquo additamento spiritum significari contrarium,
ut spiritus imniundus.et spiritus dasmonis; hi vero qui sancti sunt spiritus absque ullo

additamento spiritus simpliciter appellantur. Sciendum quoque quod nomen spiritus
et voluntatem hominis et animi sententiam sonet. Volens quippe apostolus non
solum corpore sed et mente sanctum esse, id est, non tantum corpore, sed et raotu
cordis interno, ait, ut sitis sancti corpore et spiritu, voluntatem spiritu et corpore
opera significans. Considera alium hoc ipsum in Esaia sonat quod scriptum est

;
et

scient qui spiritu errant, intellectum.—Et super omnia vocabulum spiritus, altiorem
et mysticum in scripturis Sanctis significat intellectum ;

ut ibi litera occidit, spiritus
autem vivificat.—Haec juxta possibilitatem nostri ingenii,quot res spiritus significet,
attigimus.

—
Nonnunquam autem spiritus et Dorainus nosier Jesus Christus, id est,

Dei Filius appellatur. Dominus autem spiritus est ut ante diximus : ubi etiam
illud adjunxiinus, spiritus Deus est, non juxta nominis communionem, sed juxta na-
tura; substantiate consortium.—Porro adhac necessario devoluti sunius, ut quia
frequenter appellatio spiritus, in Scripturis est respersa divinis, non labamur in nomine
sed unumquodque secundum locorum varietates et intelligentias accipiamus.
Omni itaque studio ac diligentia vocabulum spiritus, ubi et quomodo appellatum sit

contemplantes, sophismata eorum et fraudulentas decipulas conteramus, qui Spiritum
Sanctum asserunt creaturam. Legentes enim in propheta ego contirmavi tonitruura,
etcreavi spiritum, ignorantia multiplicis in hac parte sermonis putaverunt Spiritum
Sanctum ex hoc vocabulo demonstrari

;
cum in praesentiarum spiritus nomen ventum

sonet. Ergo ut pra-locuti sumus, quomodo unumquodque dictum sit, consideremus
ne forte per ignorantiam in barathrara decidamus erroris. Didym. de Sp. Sane. lib. 5.
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thing which moves and is not seen. So the air in a violent

agitation, is called nn, Gen. viii. 1. jntfrffy nn D'n^ "Qjn.
And ' God made a wind, or spirit/ that is, a strong and

mighty wind, to *

pass over the earth/ for the driving and
removal of the waters. So -nvvufxa is used, John iii. 8. to

•nvtvfia ottov OiXei irvel'
' The wind bloweth where it listeth,

and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence
it cometh, nor whither it goeth / which is a proper descrip-
tion of this first signification of the word. It is an agitation
of the air which is unseen. So Psal. i. 4. And in this

sense, sometimes, it signifies a violent and strong wind; that

is, prm nbwz mil, 1 Kings xix. 11. And sometimes a cool

and soft wind, or a light easy agitation of the air, such as

often ariseth in the evenings of the spring or summer; so

Gen. iii. 8. 'God walked in the garden, cavn nn^inthe cool

of the day / that is, when the evening air began to breathe

gently, and moderate the heat of the day. So in the poet;
Solis ad occasura, quum frigidus aera vesper

Temperat. Virg. Geor. in. 336.

' At the going down of the sun when the cold evening tem-

pers the heat of the air.' And some think this to be the

sense of that place, Psal. civ. 4. ' Who maketh his angels
ninn spirits;' swift, agile, powerful as mighty winds. But
the reader may consult our exposition on Heb. i. 7.

This is one signification of the word nn, or, this is one

thing denoted by it in the Scripture. So, among many other

places, expressly Amos iv. 13. for, lo, nn N"D1 onn -|Jtt>,

' he that formeth the mountains, and createth the spirit/

that is,
( the wind.' The LXX render this place, arepewv

fipovrnv, kcu Kxt£wv 7rvevfxa,
' who establisheth the thunder,

and createth the spirit/ though some copies read, to. opr\,

'the mountains.' And the next words in the text, TJOl,

in ,I^ ilD CDTK^, and
' declareth unto man what is his thought /

they render koli airayyiWwv eig avdpwTrovg tov ^piarbv avrov,

and ' declareth unto men his Christ, or his Anointed, or his

Messiah.' For they took m'ttf no for lirttfD, by inadvertency,
and not for want of points or vowels as some imagine, see-

ing the mistake consists in the casting out of a letter itself.

And thence the old Latin translation renders the words,
' Firmans tonitruum, et creans Spiritum, et annuncians in

homines Christum suum.' Which Hierom rectified into
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' formans raontes, et creans ventum, et annuntians homini

eloquium suum;' discovering in his comment the mistake of

the LXX. But it is certain that from the ambiguity of the

word nn in this place, with the corrupt translations making
mention of Christ in the next words, some who of old denied

the Deity of the Holy Spirit, mightily insisted on it to prove
him a creature, as may be seen in Didymus, Ambrose,
Hierom, Hilarius, and the ancients generally. But the con-

text determines the signification of the word beyond all just

exceptions. It is the power of God in making and disposing
of things here below, whether dreadful for their greatness and

height, as the mountains
;
or mighty and effectual in their

operations, as the wind
;
or secret in their conceptions, as

the thoughts of men ; or stable in their continuance, as the

night and day, the evening and morning, without the least

respect to Christ or the Spirit, that it treateth of.

And I cannot but observe from hence, the great neces-

sity there is of searching the original text in the interpreta-
tion of the Scriptures ;

as it might be evidenced by a thou-

sand other instances. But one we may take from two great
and learned men who were contemporaries in the Latin

church, in their thoughts on this place ;
the one is Ambrose,

who interpreting these words in his second book ' de Spiritu
Sancto,' cap. 1. being deceived by the corrupt translation

mentioned,
' annuncians in homines Christum suum,' is

forced to give a very strained exposition of that which in

truth is not in the text, and to relieve himself also with
another corruption in the same place, where '

forming the

mountains,' is rendered by
'

establishing the thunder;' and

yet when he hath done all, can scarce free himself of the ob-

jection about the creation of the Spirit, which he designs to

answer. His words are,
'

Siquis propheticum dictum, ideo

derivandum putet ad interpretationem Spiritus sancti
; quia

habet, annuncians in homines Christum suum is ad incarna-

tionis Dominicae mysteria dictum facilius derivabit. Nam
si te movet quia Spiritum dixit, et hoc non putas derivan-

dum ad mysteria assumptionis humanae; persequere scriptu-
ras et invenies optime congruere de Christo, de quo bene
convenit aestimari, quia firmavit tonitrua adventu suo

; vim
videlicet et sonum ccelestium scripturarum ; quarum velut

quodain tonitni mentes nostra redduuturattonitae; et timeic
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discamus, et reverentiam caelestibus deferamus oraculis.

Denique, in Evangelio fratres Domini filii tonitru diceban-

tur. Et cum vox Patris facta esset dicentis ad filium, et ho-

norificavi te, et iterum honorificabo, Judaei dicebant toni-

truum factum esse illi.' And hereon, with some observations

to the same purpose, he adds
;

'

Ergo tonitrua ad sermones

Domini retulit quorum in omnem terramexivitsonus; Spiri-

tum autem hoc loco, animam quam suscepit rationabilem et

perfectam intelligimus.'

The substance of his discourse is, that treating of Christ,

who indeed is neither mentioned nor intended in the text, he

speaks of '

confirming the thunder' (which nowhere here ap-

pears), by which the sound of the Scriptures and preaching
of the word is intended ; the spirit that was created being
the human soul of Jesus Christ. Nor was he alone in this

interpretation. Didym. lib. 2. de Spiritu sancto; Athanas.

ad Serapion. Basil, lib. 4. contra Eunom. amongst the Gre-

cians, are in like manner entangled with this corruption of

the text ;
as was also Concil. Sardicen. in Socrat. lib. 2,

cap. 20. The other person intended is Hierom, who consult-

ing the original, as he was well able to do, first translated

the words,
' Quia ecce formans montes et creans ventum, et

annuntians homini eloquium suum/ declares the mistake of

the LXX, and the occasion of it: 'Pro montibus qui He-

braice dicuntur DHH, soli LXX fipovrriv, id est, tonitruum

verterunt. Cur autem illi Spiritum et nos dixerimus ventum,

qui Hebraice im vocatur, causa manifesta est. Quodque

sequitur annuncians homini eloquium suum, LXX transtu-

lerent airayytWwv dg av^pw-jrovg rbv Xptorov avrov, verbi si-

militudine, et ambiguitate decepti.' So he shews that it is

not lirttfO in the text, but iirttfnD; that is, saith he, 'juxta

Aqujlam bfiiXiav avrov
; Symmachum to ^wvrjjua avrov, juxta

Theodotionem rbv \6yov avrov; juxta quintam Editionem

Trjv aSo^to^mv avrov.'

And as rrffl, whence the word is, signifying both to me-

ditate and to speak, so the word itself intends a conceived

thought to be spoken afterward. And that 1 here is recipro-

cal not relative. And to this purpose is his ensuing exposi-

tion ; 'Qui confirmat montes, ad cujus vocem ceelorum car-

dines et terrae fundamenta quatiuntur. Ipse qui creat Spiri-

tum, quern in hoc loco non Spiritum sanctum, ut Haeretiqi
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suspicantur, sed ventum intelligiraus, sive spiritum homi-

nis, annuncians homini eloquiumejus ; qui cogitationum se-

creta cog-noscit.' Hieron. in loc.

Secondly, Because the wind, on the account of its unac-

countable variation, inconstancy, and changes, is esteemed

vain, not to be observed or trusted unto
;
whence the wise

man tells us, that ' he which observeth the wind shall not

sow;' Eccles. xi. 4. the word is used metaphorically to sig-

nify vanity, Eccles. v. 16. What profit hath a man that he

hath laboured nr\b for the wind. So Mic. ii. 11. If a man
walk npiZtt rm

' with the wind and falsehood ;'
that is, in va-

nity; pretending to a spirit of prophecy and falsehood, vainly,

foolishly, falsely boasting. So Job xv. 2. Should a wise man
utter nnnjn 'knowledge ofwind?' vain words with a pretence
of knowledge ofwisdom. As he calls them mi nm ' words of

wind,' chap. xvi. 3. So also Jer. v. 13.
* And the prophets

shall become nn^> wind ;' or, be vain, foolish, uncertain, and

false, in their predictions. But 7rvfufia is not used thus me-

taphorically in the New Testament.

Thirdly, By a metonymy, also, it signifies any part or quar-

ter, as we say, of the world from whence the wind blows; as

also a part of any thing divided into four sides or quarters.

So Jer. lii. 23. There were ninety and six pomegranates
nnn towards a wind, that is, on the one side of the chapiter

that was above the pillars in the temple. Ezek. v. 12. '
I

will scatter a third part rm bjb to all the winds,' or all parts

of the earth. Hence the four quarters of a thing lying to the

four parts of the world, are called its four winds, mim ymx.
1 Chron. ix. 24. whence are the rlaaapeg cive/uoi,

' the four

winds,' in the New Testament; Matt. xxiv. 31. This is the

use of the word in general with respect unto things natural

and inanimate ; and every place where it is so used gives it

determinate sense.

Again, These words are used for any thing that cannot

be seen or touched, be it in itself material and corporeal, or

absolutely spiritual and immaterial; so the vital breath which

we and other living creatures breathe is called. Every

thing wherein was ED»n rm nn^J ' the breath of the spirit

of life ;' Gen. vii. 22. that vital breath which our lives are

maintained by in respiration. So Psal. cxxxv. 17. Job xix. 17.

which is a thing material or corporeal. But most frequently



4G GENERAL PRINCIPLES CONCERNING

it denotes things purely spiritual and immaterial. As in finite

substances it signifies the rational soul ofman
;
Psal. xxxi. 5.

' Into thy hands I commend, >rm, that is, my soul ;' they are

the words whereby our Saviour committed his departing
soul into the hands of his Father ; Luke xxiii. 46. to 7rvtu-

fta fxov. So Psal. cxlvi. 4. inn NKD
;
his breath, say we, goeth

forth
;
he returneth to his earth. It is his soul and its de-

parture from the body that is intended. This is rznN »33 nn
* that spirit of the sons of men that goeth upwards,' when the

spirit of a beast goeth downwards to the earth, or turneth

to corruption; Eccles. iii. 21. see chap. viii. 8. xii. 7.

Hence, fourthly, by a metonymy also, it is taken for the

affections of the mind or soul of man; and that whether they
be good or evil; Gen. xlv. 27. 'The spirit of Jacob revived.'

He began to take heart and be ofgood courage. Ezek. xiii. 3.

' The prophets that walk EDITH ">nN, after their spirit ;' that is,

their own desires and inclinations, when indeed they had no

vision but spake what they had a mind unto. Numb. xiv. 24.

Caleb is said to have another spirit than the murmuring
people ; another mind, will, purpose, or resolution. It is

taken for prudence, Josh. v. 1. Anger, or the irascible fa-

culty, Eccles. vii. 10. Fury, Zech. vi. 8. 'He will cut off the

spirit of princes ;' that is, their pride, insolency, and con-

tempt of others. Uvev/jta in the New Testament frequently
intends the intellectual part of the mind or soul, and that as

it is active, or in action
;
Luke i. 47. Rom. i; 9. 1 Thess. v. 23.

And oft-times is taken for the mind in all its inclinations, in

its whole habitual bent and design. Angels also are called

spirits. Good angels, Psal. civ. 4. And it may be an angel
is intended, 1 Kings xviii. 12. And evil angels or devils,

1 Kings xxii. 21, 22. For that spirit who appeared before

the Lord and offered himself to be a lying spirit in the

mouths of Ahab's prophets, was no other but he who ap-

peared before God, Job i. who is called Satan. These in the

New Testament are called unclean spirits; Matt. x. 1. And
the observation of the ancients, that Satan is not called a

spirit absolutely, but with an addition or mark of distinction,

holds only in the New Testamentb
. And because evil spirits

b Discant (homines) Scripturae sanctee consuetudinem ; nunquam spiritum per-
versum absolute, sed cum additamento aliquo spiritum nuncupari ;

sicut ibi, spiritu
fornieationis seducti sunt. Et in Evangelio, cum autem spiritus immundus exitrit

tie homine, et caetera his similia. Hieronym. Comment, in Hnbbak. cap. 2.
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are wont to torment the minds and bodies of men, therefore

evil thoughts, disorders of mind, wicked purposes disquiet-

ing and vexing the soul, arising from or much furthered by

melancholy distempers, are called, it may be, sometimes an

evil spirit. The case of Saul shall be afterward considered.

In such variety are these words used and applied in the

Scripture, because of some very general notions wherein the

things intended do agree. For the most part there is no

great difficulty in discovering the especial meaning of them,
or what it is they signify in the several places where they
occur. Their design and circumstances as to the subject
matter treated of, determine the signification. And notwith-

standing the ambiguous use of these words in the Old and
New Testament, there are two things clear and evident unto

our purpose. First, that there is in the Holy Scriptures a

full distinct revelation or declaration of the Spirit, or the

Spirit of God c
, as one singular, and every way distinct from

every thing else that is occasionally or constantly signified
or denoted by that word Spirit. And this, not only a mul-
titude of particular places gives testimony unto, but also the

whole course of the Scripture supposeth, as that without
an acknowledgment whereof nothing else contained in it

can be understood, or is of any use at all. For we shall find

this doctrine to be the very life and soul which quickens the

whole from first to last. Take away the work and powerful

efficacy of the Holy Spirit from the administration of it, and
it will prove but a dead letter, of no saving advantage to the

souls of men
;
and take away the doctrine concerning him

from the writing of it, and the whole will be unintelligible
and useless. Secondly, that whatever is affirmed of this

Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God, it all relates either to his per-
son or his operations. And these operations of his being va-

rious, are sometimes by a metonymy called spirit, whereof
afterward. I shall not therefore need to prove that there

is a Holy Spirit distinct from all other spirits whatever, and
from every thing else that on several occasions is signified

by that name. For this is acknowledged by all that acknow-

ledge the Scriptures; yea, it is so by Jews and Mahometans,

c Qui Spiritum negant, et Deum Patrem negant et filium ; quoniam idem estSpi-
ritus Dei, qui Spiritus Christi est. Unum atitem esse Spiritum nemo dubitaverit-
eisi de uno Deo plrriqtte dubitavorulit. Ambros. dc Spirit. Sane. lib. 1. cap. ;>.
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as well as all sorts of Christians. And indeed all those false

apprehensions concerning him, which have at this day any
countenance given unto them, may be referred unto two

heads. 1. That of the modern Jews, who affirm the Holy
Ghost to be the influential power of God

;
which conceit is

entertained and diligently promoted by the Socinians.

2. That of the Mahometans, who make him an eminent an-

gel, and sometimes say it is Gabriel, which being traduced

from the Macedonians of old, hath found some defenders and

promoters in our days.
This then being the name of him concerning whom we

treat, some things concerning it, and the use of it, as pecu-

liarly applied unto him are to be premised . For sometimes

he is called the Spirit absolutely, sometimes the Holy Spirit,

or, as we speak, the Holy Ghost
;
sometimes the Spirit of

God, the good Spirit of God, the Spirit of truth and holi-

ness
;
sometimes the Spirit of Christ, or of the Son. The

first absolutely used, denotes his person ;
the additions, ex-

press his properties and relation unto the other persons.
In the name Spirit two things are included. First, his

nature or essence ; namely, that he is & pure, spiritual, or imma-

terial substance. For neither the Hebrews nor the Greeks can

express such a being in its subsistence, but by im and

irvevfia ;
a spirit. Nor is this name, firstly, given unto the

Holy Spirit in allusion unto the wind in its subtilty, agility,

and efficacy
d

. For these things have respect only unto his

operations, wherein from some general appearances his works

and effects are likened unto the wind and its effects; John

iii. 8. But it is his substance or being which is first intended

in this name. So it is said of God e
, John iv. 24. Tlvev/xa

o Qeog, 'God is a Spirit;' that is, he is of a pure, spiritual,

immaterial nature, not confined unto any place, and so not

regarding one more than another in his worship; as is the

c
"Ovojua alrov <rrnZy.a. ayiov, myivfxa aX-nQtltt; , tsrviufxa rov QtoZ, meZ/xa xvptou, tsniv(xa.

tov narjoj, vrvtZfAO. X£t?-rov ;
xai o'vro) xa\ei clvtov h ygapn. MaXXov Si airo iavro xal

imZfjia. ©sou, xa< irviv/xa. to bk tov ©eou. Chrysost. de Adorand. Sp.
<* Crell. Prolegoru.
e Sanctificationis bonitatisque vocabulum, et ad Patrem et ad Filium, et ad Spi-

ritum Sanctum oeque refertur ; sicutipsa quoque appellatio Spiritus. Nam et pater

Spiritus dicitur ut ibi, Spiritus est Deus; Spiritus est Deus et Filius Spiritus, Do-
minus inquit Spiritus ejus : Spiritus autem Sanctus semper Spiritus Sancti appella-
tione censetur ;

non quod ex consortio tantum nominis cum Patre ponatur et Filio ;

sed quod una natura unuin possideat et nomen. Didym. de Spirit. Sane. lib. J.
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design of the place to evince. It will therefore be said, that

on this account the name of Spirit is not peculiar unto the

third person, seeing it contains the description of that na-

ture, which is the same in them all. For whereas it is said
' God is a Spirit,' it is not spoken of this or that person, but of

the nature of God abstractedly. I grant that so it is
f

, and

therefore the name Spirit is not, in the first place, character-

istical of the third person in the Trinity, but denotes that

nature whereof each person is partaker. But moreover, as it

is peculiarly and constantly ascribed unto him, it declares

his especial manner and order of existence. So that wher-

ever there is mention of the Holy Spirit, his relation unto

the Father and Son is included therein, for he is the Spirit of

God. And herein there is an allusion to somewhat created,

not as I said to the wind in general, unto whose agility and

invisibility he is compared in his operations, but unto the

breath of man. For as the vital breath of a man hath a con-

tinual emanation from him, and yet is never separated ut-

terly from his person or forsaketh him
;
so doth the Spirit

of the Father and the Son proceed from them by a continual

divine emanation, still abiding one with them. For all

these allusions are weak and imperfect wherein substantial

things are compared with accidental, infinite things with

finite, and those that are eternal with those that are tempo-

rary. Hence their disagreement is infinitely more than their

agreement ; yet such allusions doth our weakness need in-

struction from and by. Thus he is* called VD nn ;
Psal.

xxxiii. 6. 'The Spirit or breath of the mouth of the Lord;' or

of his nostrils ;
as Psal. xviii. 15. wherein there is an emi-

nent allusion unto the breath of a man. Of the manner of

this proceeding and emanation of the Spirit from the Father

and the Son so far as it is revealed, and as we are capable

of a useful apprehension of it, I have treated elsewhere.

And from hence, or the subsistence of the Holy Spirit in an

eternal emanation from the Father and Son as the breath of

God, did our Saviour signify his communication of his gifts

f Multa sunt testimonia, quibus hoc evidenter ostenditur, et Patris et Filii ipsum
esse Spiritum, qui in Trinitate dicitur Spiritus Sanctus. Nee ob aliud existimo ip-

sum proprie vocari Spiritum, cum etiam si dc singulis interrogemur, non possimus
nonPatremetFilium Spiritum dicere ; quoniam Spiritus est Deus, id est non Corpus
est Deus sed Spiritus ;

hoc proprie vocari oportuit enm.qui non est unus eorum, sed

in quo communitas apparet amborum. August. Tractat. 99. in Johan.

VOL. II. E
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unto his disciples by breathing on them
;
John xx. 22. zva-

(pvatiae. And because in our first creation it is said of Adam,
that God CD»n nDtttt VDN3 nD>,

' breathed into his nostrils

the breath of life ;'
Gen. ii. 7. He hath the same appellation

with respect unto God
;
Psal. xviii. 15. Thus is he called

the Spirit. And because as we observed before, the word

7rvevfia is variously used, Didymus de Spiritu Sancto, lib. 3.

supposeth that the prefixing of the article to doth distinguish
the signification, and confine it to the Holy Ghost in the

New Testament. Oft-times no doubt it doth so, but not al-

ways, as is manifest from John viii. 3. where to is joined with

irvevfia, and yet only signifies the 'wind.' But the subject
treated of, and what is affirmed of him, will sufficiently de-

termine the signification of the word, where he is called ab-

solutely The Spirit. '

Again, He is called by way of eminency the Holy Spirit,

or the Holy Ghost 5
. This is the most usual appellation of

him in the New Testament. And it is derived from the Old ;

Psal. Ii. 1 1 . "|t£Hp nn, The
'

Spirit of thy Holiness,' or *

thy Holy

Spirit.' Isa. lxiii. 10, 11. i2Hp nn, The 'Spirit of his Holi-

ness,' or « his Holy Spirit.' Hence are wwpn nn and tmpn nn,
'the Holy Spirit,' and

' the Spirit of Holiness,' in common use

among the Jews. In the New Testament he is to TrvEv/xa to

ayiov,
' that Holy Spirit.' And we must inquire the special

reasons of tins adjunct. Some suppose it is only from his

peculiar work of sanctifying us, or making us holy. For this

effect of sanctification is his peculiar work, and that of what

sort soever it be ; whether it consist in a separation from

things profane and common unto holy uses and services
;

or whether it be the real infusion and operation of holiness

in men, it is from him in.an especial manner. And this also

manifesteth him to be God, for it is God alone who sancti-

fieth his people. Levit. xx. 8.
'
I am Jehovah who sanctifieth

you.' And God in that work ascribes unto himself the title

of Holy in an especial manner, and as such would have us to

consider him. Levit. xxi. 8.
'
I the Lord which sanctifieth

you am holy.' And this may be one reason of the frequent

use of this property with reference unto the Spirit.

But this is not the whole reason of this name and appel-

S 'AvajSsy wvtpa ©£ou xariouca. liti toi/{ avSgctf ayiovs JcogEix,
h mevfiia ayiov ovo[/.a£outrtv

el hpo) wpcxfrjTai. Justin Mart.
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lation. For where he is first so mentioned he is called the

*

Spirit of God's holiness ;' Psal. li. 11. Isa. lxiii. 10, 11. And

in the New Testament absolutely 'the Spirit of Holiness;'

Rom. i. 4. And this respects his nature in the first place, and

not merely his operations'
1

. As God then absolutely is called
'

Holy,' 'the Holy One,' and the 'Holy One of Israel,' being
therein described bythat glorious propertyofhis nature where-

by he is 'glorious in holiness;' Exod.xv. 11. and whereby he

is distinguished from all false gods ;

' who is like unto thee, O
Jehovah, among the gods, who is like unto thee, glorious in

'

holiness ;' so is the Spirit called Holy to denote the holiness

of his nature. And on this account is the opposition made

between him and the unholy, or unclean spirit. Mark iii.

29, 30.
' He that shall blaspheme against the Holy Spirit,

hath never forgiveness. Because they said, He hath an un-

clean spirit.' And herein first his personality is asserted;

fort he unclean spirit is a person. And if the Spirit of God
were only a quality or accident, as some fancy and dream,

there could no comparative opposition be made between him
and this unclean spirit, that is, the devil. So also are they

opposed with respect unto their natures. His nature is holy,
whereas that of the unclean spirit is evil and perverse. This

is the foundation of his being called Holy ;
even the eternal

glorious holiness of his nature. And on this account he is

so styled also with respect unto all his operations. For it is

not only with regard unto the particular work of regeneration
and sanctification, or making of us holy, but unto all his

works and operations that he is so termed. For he being the

immediate operator of all divine works that outwardly are of

God, and they being in themselves all holy, be they of what
kind soever, he is called the Holy Spirit. Yea he is so called

to attest and witness that all his works, all the works of

God, are holy, although they may be great and terrible, and

such as to corrupt reason may have another appearance ;
in

all which we are to acquiesce in this, that the '

Holy One in

the midst of us will do no iniquity ;' Zeph. iii. 5. The Spirit

of God then is thus frequently and almost constantly called

Holy; to attest that all the works of God, whereof he is the

immediate operator, are holy. For it is the work of the Spi-

h
hiyiraa roiwv mtZfA-ct ayiov. A'6ra yx? ia-nv »i xupia Kai Ttqim tt^ca-nyo^ia. h ifx^avrixco-

Ttpav ixfvra. Trjv Siavojav, xai 7re;io"ras-a tou ayiov miuy-aroi; rfiv tyiuriv. Chrysost. ub. sup,

e2
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rit to harden and blind obstinate sinners, as well as to sanc-

tify the elect. And his acting in the one is no less holy than

in the other, although holiness be not the effect of it in the

objects. So when he came to declare his dreadful work of

the final hardening and rejection ofthe Jews, one of the most

tremendous effects of divine Providence, a work which for

the strangeness of it men 'would in no wise believe, though
it were declared unto them,' (Acts xiii. 41.) he was signally

proclaimed Holy by the seraphims that attended his throne
;

Isa. vi. 3. 10— 12. John xii. 40. Acts xxviii. 26.

There are indeed some actions on men and in the world,

that are wrought by God's permission and in his righteous

judgment, by evil spirits ;
whose persons and actings are

placed in opposition to the Spirit of God. So Sam. xvi. 14,

15.  The Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and an evil

spirit from the Lord troubled him. And Saul's servants said

unto him, Behold now an evil spirit from God troubleth thee.'

So also ver. 23. 'The evil spirit from God was upon Saul.'

So chap.xviii. 10. xix. 9. This spirit is called, n]H D'H^N nil,

'an evil spirit of God,' chap. xvi. 15. and absolutely D'n^N nil,

'a spirit of God,' ver. 33. where we have supplied evil in the

translation. But these expressions are to be regulated and

explained by ver. 14. where he is called nirv r~iNQ run nn,
* an evil spirit from the Lord,' that is, appointed and com-
missioned by him, for the punishing and terrifying of Saul.

For as the Spirit of the Lord departed from him, by with-

drawing his assistance and influential operations, whereby
he had wrought in him those gifts and abilities of mind

which fitted him unto the discharge of his kingly office,

upon the first impressions whereof he was turned into

another man from what he was in his private condition
;

1 Sam. x. 6—9. so the evil spirit came upon him to excite

out of his own adust melancholy, discontents, fears, a sense

of guilt, as also to impress terrifying thoughts and appre-
hensions on his imagination. For so it is said an evil spirit

from the Lord innjD, 1 Sam. xvi. 14. terrified him, frightened
him with dreadful agitations of mind. And that we may
touch a little on this by the way ; the foundation of this

trouble and distress of Saul lay in himself. For as I do

grant that he was sometimes under an immediate agitation

of body and mind from the powerful impressions of the devil



THE HOLY SPIRIT AND HIS WORK. 53

upon him, for under them it is said, he •

prophesied in the

midst of the house;' 1 Sam. xviii. 10. which argues an ex-

traordinary and involuntary effect upon him
; yet principally

he wrought by the excitation and provocation of his personal

distempers moral and natural. For these have in themselves

a great efficacy in cruciating the minds of guilty persons.
So Tacitus observes out of Plato

;
Annal. lib. 6.

'

Neque
frusta praestantissimus humanas sapientise firmare solitus est,

si recludantur tyrannorum mentes posse aspici laniatus et

ictus
; quando ut corpora verberibus ita seevitia, libidine,

malis consultis animus dilaceretur.'—' The most eminent

wise man was not wont in vain to affirm, that if the minds of

tyrants were laid open and discovered, it would be seen how

they were cruciated and punished ; seeing that as the body
is rent and torn by stripes, so is the mind, by cruelty, lusts,

evil counsels, and undertakings ;' so he, as I suppose from

Plato de Repub. lib. 9. Where Socrates disputes sundry

things to that purpose. And another Roman historian gives
us a signal instance hereof in Jugurtha, after he had con-

tracted the guilt of many horrible wickednesses 1

.

And yet this work in itself is of the same kind with what
God sometimes employs holy angels about, because it is the

execution of his righteous judgments. So it was a watcher

and a holy one that in such a case smote Nebuchadnezzar

with a sudden madness and frenzy; Dan. iv. 13, 14.

To return
;
as he is called the Holy, so he is the Good

Spirit of God; Psal. cxliii. 10. >3mn nniO inn.
'

Thy Spirit

is good, lead me into the land of uprightness.' So ours.

Rather,
'

Thy good Spirit shall lead me.' Or, as Junius
;

'

Spiritu tuo bono deduc me ;'

' lead me by thy good Spirit/

The Chaldee here adds -|ttnip ;

' the good Spirit of thy holi-

ness;' or '

thy holy good Spirit.' Didymus lib. 2. de Spirit.

Sane, says, that some copies here read to ayiov, a remem-
brance whereof is in the MS. of Tecla, and not elsewhere;
so Nehem. ix. 20. * Thou gavest them nmton inn, that good

Spirit of thine to instruct them.' And he is called so princi-

pally from his nature, which is essentially good ; as there is

•

Neque post id locorum Jugurthae dies aut nox ulla quieta fuit ; neque loco ne-

que mortali cuiquam aut tempori satis credere ;
civis hostisque juxta metuere: cir-

enmspectare omnia et omni strepitupavescere, alioatquc alio loco saspe contra decus

regium requiescere, interduni sorano excitus amplis animis tunniltuni facere; ita for-

midine quasi vecordia agitari. Bell. Jugur.
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' none good but one, that is God ;' Matt. xix. 17. as also from

his operations, which are all good as they are holy ;
and

unto them that believe are full of goodness in their effects.

Crel. Prolegom. p. 7. distinguished between this good Spirit,

and the Holy Spirit, or the Holy Ghost. For this good

Spirit he would confine unto the Old Testament, making-
it the author or cause of those gifts of wisdom, courage,

prudence, and government, that were granted unto many of

the people of old. So it is said of Bezaliel,
' that he was

filled with the Spirit of God, in wisdom and understanding,
and in knowledge;' Exod. xxxi. 3. So xxxv. 31. that is,

saith he, with this
'

good Spirit of God.' So also it is pre-

tended in all those places where the Spirit of God is said

to come on men to enable them unto some great and extra-

ordinary work ;
as Judg. iii. 10. But this is plainly to con-

tradict the apostle, who tells us, that there are indeed various

operations, but one Spirit ;
and that the one and self-same

Spirit worketh all these things as he pleaseth. And if from

every different or distinct effect of the Spirit of God, we
must multiply spirits, and assign every one of them to a

distinct spirit, no man will know what to make of the Spirit

of God at last
k

. Probably, we shall have so many feigned

spirits, as to lose the only true one; As to this particular

instance, David prays that God would ' lead him by his

good Spirit;' Psal. cxliii. 10. Now certainly this was no

other but that Holy Spirit which he prays in another place
that the Lord would not take from him

;
Psal. li. 11.

' Take
not thy Holy Spirit from me,' which is confessed to be the

Holy Ghost. This he also mentions, 2 Sam. xxiii. 2.
' The

Spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word was in my
tongue.' And what spirit this was Peter declares, 1 Epist.
i. 21. ' The holy men of God spake in old time as they were

moved by the Holy Ghost.' So vain is this pretence.

Again, He is commonly called the Spirit of God, and

the Spirit of the Lord; so, in the first mention of him,

Gen. i. 2. CD'nVN nn,
' the Spirit of God, moved on the face of

k Nemo suspicetur alium Spiritum Sanctum fuisse in Sanctis, nimirum ante ad-

ventum domini, et alium in apostolis cseterisque discipulis, et quasi noinina in dif-

ferentibus esse substantiis; possumus quidem testimonia de divinis Uteris exhibere,

quia idem Spiritus et hi apostolis et in prophetis fuerit. Paulus in epistola quani ad

Hebrseos scribit, dePsalmorum volumine testimonium proferens, a Spiritu Sancto id

dictum esse eommemorat. Didym. de Spirit. Sanct. lib. 1.
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the waters.' And I doubt not but that the name DTT^N
' Elo-

him,' which includes a plurality in the same nature, is used
in the creation and the whole description of it, to intimate the

distinction of the divine persons ;
for presently upon it the

name Jehovah is mentioned also
; chap. ii. 4. but so asElohim

is joined with it. But that name is not used in the account

given us of the work of creation, because it hath respect

only unto the unity of the essence of God. Now the Spirit
is called the Spirit of God, originally and principally, as the

Son is called the Son of God. For the name of God in

those enunciations is taken personally for the Father
;
that

is, God the Father, the Father of Christ and our Father
;

John xx. 17. And he is thus termed viroaraTiKuyg, upon the

account of the order and nature of personal subsistence and

distinction in the Holy Trinity. The person of the Father

being
' Fons et Origo Trinitatis,' the Son is from him by

eternal generation, and is therefore his Son, the Son of

God, whose denomination as the Father is originally from

hence, even the eternal generation of the Son. So is the

person of the Holy Spirit frojn him by eternal procession
or emanation. Hence is that relation of his to God even

the Father, whence he is called the Spirit of God. And he

is not only called 7rv£ujua tov Qeov,
' the Spirit of God,' but

irvevfxa to Ik tov 0eov,
' the Spirit that is of God,' which pro-

ceedeth from him as a distinct person
1
. This therefore arising

from, and consisting in, his proceeding from him, he is called

metaphorically the breath of his mouth, as proceeding from

him by an eternal spiration. On this foundation and sup-

position, he is also called, secondly, The Spirit of God

StaKjOirtKwe, to difference him from all other spirits whatever ;

as, thirdly, also because he is promised, given, and sent of

God, for the accomplishment of his whole will and pleasure
towards us. The instances hereof will be afterward con-

sidered. But these appellations of him have their foun-

dation in his eternal relation unto the Father before-men-

tioned.

On the same account, originally, he is also called the

Spirit of the Son. ' God hath sent forth the Spirit of the Son

1 "iva juwote tticous-avTSC %jue~; •mvJfji.aStto'v, vofAiVttJjUEv
51 olntiorira \tye<r§at intZfjia

Qeov, tlffayti h ypa<f>»t
to tnvivfAo.

to ayuv, xa\ wgoirTiSflCi tS ©e£, to ex ©eou. *AXXo Se to

tov ©eou, xa.i <xXAo to ix ©eou. ©eou fx.h yag otjavo?
x-ttt yn ii; ntp avrS

«rE"arci»^tEva. 'Ex

©eou Se ovlh Xe>et«i, ei fxh o Ix rr; oinat sVti. Chrysost. de Sp. Sanct.
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into your hearts;' Gal. iv. 6. And the Spirit of Christ:
' what

time the Spirit of Christ that was in them did signify ;'

1 Pet. i. 11. So Rom. viii. 9. f But ye are not in the flesh

but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in

you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is

none of hism .' The Spirit therefore of God, and the Spirit
of Christ, are one and the same. For that hypothetical

proposition,
' If any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is

none of his,' is an inference taken from the words foregoing ;

f if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.' And this

Spirit of Christ, ver. 11. is said to be the f Spirit of him that

raised up Jesus from the dead.' Look then in what sense

he is said to be the Spirit of God, that is, of the Father, in

the same he is said to be the Spirit of the Son. And this

is because he proceedeth from the Son also. And for no

other reason can he be so called, at least not without the

original and formal reason of that appellation. Secondarily,
I confess he is called the Spirit of Christ, because promised

by him, sent by him, and that to make effectual and accom-

plish his work towards the church. But this he could not

be unless he had antecedently been the Spirit of the Son by
his proceeding from him also. For the order of the dis-

pensation of the divine persons towards us, ariseth from the

order of their own subsistence in the same divine essence.

And if the Spirit did proceed only from the person of the

Father, he could not be promised, sent, or given, by the Son.

Consider therefore the human nature of Christ in itself and

abstractedly, and the Spirit cannot be said to be the Spirit

of Christ. For it was anointed and endowed with gifts and

graces by him, as we shall shew. And if from hence he may
be said to be the Spirit of Christ, without respect unto his

proceeding from him as the Son of God, then he may be also

said to be the Spirit of every believer who hath received

the unction, or are anointed with his gifts and graces. For

although believers are so as to measure and degree unspeak-

ably beneath what Christ was, who received not the Spirit

by measure; yet as he is the head, and they are the mem-

m
E"7T£g tsmZfAO. QeoZ oike? Iv fyxiv. "ife wnZfjca OeoZ. Ei$s tij <mttvfji.a. X^ittoZ ovk

f/ii. Kat
fX.IV E^Sv E17TE1V, El 5e Tlf TTVEUjUtt ©EOU OVX.

Ij£EI,
aXX' ElTTE ItnZ/xa XpicTTOU. ElTTS

©sou tsviv/xa, x,ai t-rthyayi to •miZf/.a. rov Xgicrou. Ei Se tij 'sjviv/j.a. XpicnoZ olx. eyei,
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;
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bers of the same mystical body, their unction by the Spirit
is of the same kind. But now the Spirit of God may not be

said to be the spirit of this or that man who hath received

of his gifts and graces. David prays,
' Take not thy Holy

Spirit from me;' not '

my Holy Spirit.' And he is distin-

guished from our spirits even as they are sanctified by him;
Rom. viii. 16. 'The Spirit himself beareth witness with our

spirit.' No more then can he be said to be the Spirit of

Christ merely upon the account of his communications unto

him, although in a degree above all others inconceivably
excellent. For with respect hereunto he is still called the

Spirit of God or the Father who sent him, and anointed the

human nature of Christ with him.

It will be said, perhaps, that he is called the Spirit of

Christ, because he is promised, given, and poured out by
him. So Peter speaks, Acts ii. 33. '

Having received of the

Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth

this which ye now see and hear.' But in this regard, namely,
as given by Christ the mediator, he is expressly called the

Spirit of the Father
;
he was given as the promise of the

Father; for so he is introduced, speaking, ver 17. '
it shall

come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out

of my Spirit on all flesh.' And so our Saviour tells his

disciples, that he would '

pray the Father, and he should

give them another Comforter, even the Spirit of truth ;' John
xiv. 16, 17. Nor is he otherwise the Spirit of Christ, origi-

nally and formally, but as he is the Spirit of God; that is, as

Christ is God also. On this supposition, I grant as before,

that he may consequentially be called the Spirit of Christ,

because promised and sent by him, because doing his

work, and communicating his grace, image, and likeness, to

the elect.

And this is yet more plain ;
1 Pet. i. 10, 11.

' Of which
salvation the prophets have inquired and searched dili-

gently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto

you ; searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of

Christ which was in them did signify/ And this Spirit is

said absolutely to be the Holy Ghost; 2 Epist. i. 21. So
then the Spirit that was in the prophets of old, in all ages
since the world began, before the incarnation of the Son of

God. is called the Spirit of Christ, that is, of him who is so.
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Now this could not be, because he was anointed by that

Spirit, or because he gave it afterward to his disciples ;
for

his human nature did not exist in the time of their prophe-

sying. Those indeed who receive him after the unction of

the human nature of Christ, may be said in some sense to

receive the Spirit of Christ because they are made partakers
of the same Spirit with him, to the same ends and purposes,

according to their measure. But this cannot be so with re-

spect unto them, who lived and prophesied by him, and

died long before his incarnation. Wherefore it is pleaded

by those who oppose both the deity of Christ and the Spirit,

which are undeniably here attested unto, that the Spirit

here, whereby they cannot deny the Holy Ghost to be in-

tended, is called the Spirit of Christ, because the prophets of

old, who spake by him, did principally prophesy concerning
Christ and his grace, and delivered great mysteries concern-

ing them. So Christ is made in this place the object of the

Spirit's teaching, and not the author of his sending. So
Crell. Prolegom. pp. 13, 14. But why then is he not called

the Spirit of God also on this reason
;
because the prophets

that speak by him, treated wholly of God, the things and

the will of God? This they will not say, for they acknow-

ledge him to be the virtue and power of God, inherent in

him and proceeding from him. But then whereas God even

the Father is a person, and Christ is a person, and the Spirit

is said to be the Spirit of God, and the Spirit of Christ,

whence doth it appear that the same expression must have

different interpretations ; and that the Spirit is called the

Spirit of God, because he is so and proceedeth from him ?

but the Spirit of Christ, because he is not so, but only
treateth of him ? The answer is ready ; namely, because the

Father is God, but Christ is not, and therefore could not

give the Spirit when he was not. This is an easy answer
;

namely, to deny a fundamental truth, and to set up that

denial in an opposition unto a clear testimony given unto

it. But the truth is, this pretended sense leaves no sense

at all in the words. For if the Spirit which was in the pro-

phets be called the Spirit of Christ, only because he did before-

hand declare the things of Christ, that is, his '

suffering and

the glory that did ensue ;'
and that be the sole reason of that

denomination, then the sense or importance of the words is
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this,
'

searching what or what manner of time the Spirit
which did signify when it testified beforehand the sufferings
of Christ which was in them did signify when he testified

beforehand the sufferings of Christ.' For according- to this

interpretation, the Spirit of Christ is nothing but the Spirit
as testifying beforehand of him, and thence alone is he so

called
;
the absurdity whereof is apparent unto all.

But countenance is endeavoured unto this wresting of

the Scripture from 1 John iv. 3. f Every spirit that con-

fesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of

God
;
and this is that of antichrist whereof you have heard

that it should come, and even now already is it in the

world.' For say some the spirit of antichrist is said to be

in the world, when antichrist was not as yet come. But the

spirit here intended, is not called the spirit of antichrist,

because it declared and foretold the things of antichrist

before his coming; on which account alone they allow the

Spirit of God in the prophets of old to be called the Spirit

of Christ. They have therefore no countenance from this

place, which fails them in the principal thing they would

prove by it. Again, supposing those words,
' whereof you

have heard that it should come and is now in the world,' are

to be interpreted of the spirit mentioned and not of anti-

christ himself, yet no more can be intended, but that the

false teachers and seducers which were then in the world

acted with the same spirit, as antichrist should do at his

coming. And so there is no conformity between these ex-

pressions. Besides, the spirit of antichrist was then in the

world, as was antichrist himself; so far as his spirit was
then in the world, so far was he so also

;
for antichrist and

his spirit cannot be separated. Both he and it were then in

the world, in their forerunners, who opposed the truth of the

gospel about the incarnation of the Son of God and his

sufferings. And indeed the spirit of antichrist in this place,
is no more but his doctrines ; antichristian doctrine, which

is to be tried and rejected. Neither is any singular person
intended by antichrist, but a mysterious opposition unto

Christ and the gospel, signally headed by a series of men
in the latter days. He therefore and his spirit began to be

together in the world in the apostles' days, when the '

mystery
of iniquity began to work

;'
2 Thess. ii. 7. There is therefore
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no countenance to be taken from these words, unto the per-

verting and wresting of that other expression concerning
the Spirit of Christ in the prophets of old. This therefore

is the formal reason of this appellation. The Holy Spirit is

called the Spirit of the Son, and the Spirit of Christ, upon
the account of his procession or emanation from his person
also. Without respect hereunto he could not be called

properly the Spirit of Christ
;
but on that supposition he

may be; he is so denominated, from that various relation and

respect that he hath unto him in his work and operations.
Thus is the Spirit called in the Scripture, these are the

names whereby the essence and subsistence of the third person
in the Holy Trinity are declared. How he is called on the

account of his offices and operations will be manifested in our

progress.
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CHAP. III.

Ends of our consideration of the dispensation of the Spirit. Principles

premised thereunto. The nature of God the foundation of all religion.

Divine revelation gives the rule and measure of religious worship. God
hath revealed himself as three in one. Distinct actings and operations

ascribed unto these distinct persons. Therefore the Holy Spirit a divine

distinct person. Double opposition to the Holy Spirit. By some his per-

sonality granted, and his Deity denied. His personality denied by the

Socinians. Proved against them. The open vanity of their pretences.

Matt, xxviii. 19. pleaded. Appearances of the Spirit under the shape of
a dove ; explained and improved. His appearance as fire opened. His

personal subsistence proved. Personal properties assigned unto him.

Understanding. Argumentfrom hence pleaded and vindicated. A will;

John iii. 8. James iii. 4. cleared. Exceptions removed. Power. Other

personal ascriptions to him, with testimonies of them, vindicated and

explained.

We shall now proceed to the matter itself designed unto

consideration
; namely, the dispensation of the Spirit of God

unto the church. And I shall endeavour to fix what I have

to offer, upon its proper principles, and from them to educe

the whole doctrine concerning it. And this must be so

done, as to manifest the interest of our faith, obedience,

and holy worship, in the whole and each part of it. For
these are the immediate ends of all divine revelations

;
ac-

cording to that holy maxim of our blessed Saviour;
' if you

know these things, happy are ye if you do them.' To this

end the ensuing principles are to be observed.

1 . The nature and being of God, is the foundation of all

true religion, and holy religious tvorship in the world. The

great end for which we were made, for which we were
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brought forth by the power of God into this world, is to

worship him and to give glory unto him. For he made all

things for himself, or his own glory; Prov. xvi. 4. to be

rendered unto him according to the abilities and capacities
that he hath furnished them withal; Rev. iv. 11. And that

which makes this worship indispensably necessary unto us,

and from whence it is holy or religious, is the nature and

being of God himself. There are, indeed, many parts or

acts of religious worship which immediately respect (as

their reason and motive), what God is unto us, or what he

hath done and doth for us. But the principal and adequate
reason of all divine worship, and that which makes it such, is

what God is in himself. Because he is, that is, an infinitely

glorious, good, wise, holy, powerful, righteous, self-subsist-

ing, self-sufficient, all-sufficient being ;
the fountain, cause,

and author of life and being to all things, and of all that is

good in every kind; the first cause, last end, and absolutely

sovereign Lord of all, the rest and all-satisfactory reward of

all other beings ; therefore, is he by us to be adored and wor-

shipped with divine and religious worship, hence are we in

our hearts, minds, and souls, to admire, adore, and love him;
his praises are we to celebrate; him to trust and fear; and so

to resign ourselves and all our concernments unto his will

and disposal ;
to regard him with all the acts of our minds

and persons, answerably to the holy properties and excel-

lences of his nature. This it is to glorify him, as God.

For seeing
' of him, and through him, and to him, are all

things, to him must be glory for ever ;' Rom. xi. 36. Believ-

ing that God thus is, and that he is a rewarder of them that

seek him, is the ground of all coming unto God in his wor-

ship; Heb. xi. 6. And herein lies the sin of men, that the
' invisible things of God being manifest unto them, even his

eternal power and Godhead, yet they do not glorify him as

God;' Rom. i. 21. This is to honour, worship, fear God for

himself; that is, on the account of what he is himself.

Where the divine nature is, there is the true, proper, formal

object of religious worship, and where that is not, it is

idolatry to ascribe it to or exercise it towards any. And
this God instructs us in, in all those places where he pro-

claims his name and describes his eternal excellences, and

that either absolutely or in comparision with other things.
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All is that we may know him to be such a one, as is to be

worshipped and glorified for himself, or his own sake.

Secondly, The revelation that God is pleased to make ofhimself
unto us, gives the rule and measure of all religious worship and
obedience. His being absolutely considered as comprehend-
ing in it all infinitely divine perfections, is the formal rea-

son of our worship; but this worship is to be directed,

guided, regulated, by the revelation he makes of that being,
and of those excellences unto us. This the end of divine

revelation; namely, to direct us in paying that homage
which is due unto the divine nature. I speak not now only
of positive institutions, which are the free effects of the will

of God depending originally and solely on revelation, and

which, therefore, have been various and actually changed.
But this is that which I intend. Look what way soever

God manifesteth his being and properties unto us, by his

works or his word, our worship consisteth in a due applica-
tion of our souls unto him according to that manifestation

of himself.

Thirdly, God hath revealed or manifested himself as three in

one. And, therefore, as such is to be worshipped and glo-
rified by us

; that is, as three distinct persons, subsisting
in the same infinitely holy one undivided essence. This

principle might be, and had not that labour been obviated,

ought to have been here at large confirmed, it being that

which the whole ensuing discourse doth presuppose and
lean upon. And in truth I fear that the failing of some
men's profession begins with their relinquishment of this

foundation. It is now evident unto all, that here hath been
the fatal miscarriage of those poor deluded souls amongst
us whom they call Quakers. And it is altogether in vain

to deal with them about other particulars, whilst they are

carried away with infidelity from this foundation. Convince

any of them of the doctrine of the Trinity, and all the rest

of their imaginations vanish into smoke : and I wish it were
so with them only. There are others, and those not a few,
who either reject the doctrine of it as false, or despise it as

unintelligible, or neglect it as useless, or of no great import-
ance. I know this ulcer lies hid in the minds of many, and
cannot but expect when it will break out and cover the

whole body with its defilements, whereof they are members.
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But these things are left to the care of Jesus Christ. The

reason why I shall not in this place insist professedly on the

confirmation and vindication of this fundamental truth, is

because I have done it elsewhere, as having more than once

publicly cast my mite into this sanctuary of the Lord; for

which, and the like services wherein I stand indebted unto

the gospel, I have met with that reward which I did always

expect. For the present I shall only say, that on this sup-

position that God hath revealed himself as three in one ; he

is in all our worship of him so to be considered. And,

therefore, in our initiation into the profession and practice

of the worship of God, according to the gospel, we are in

our baptism engaged to it,
' In the name of the Father,

the Son, and the Holy Ghost;' Matt, xxviii. 19. This

is the foundation of our doing all the things that Christ

commands us, as ver. 20. Unto this service we are solemnly

dedicated, namely, of God, as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;

as they are each of them equally participant of the same

divine nature.

Fourthly, These persons are so distinct in their peculiar sub-

sistence, that distinct actings and operations are ascribed unto

them. And these actings are of two sorts; 1. Ad intra,

which are those internal acts in one person whereof another

person is the object. And these acts ad invicem, or intra,

are natural and necessary, inseparable from the being and

existence of God. So the Father knows the Son, and loveth

him, and the Son seeth, knoweth, and loveth the Father. In

these mutual actings, one person is the object of the know-

ledge and love of the other. John iii. 35. ' The Father

loveth the Son, and hath given all things into his hand.'

v.20. 'The Father loveth the Son.' Matt. xi. 27. 'No man
knoweth the Son but the Father, neither knoweth any man
the Father save the Son.' John vi. 46. 'None hath seen the

Father save he which is of God he hath seen the Father.'

This mutual knowledge and love of Father and Son is ex-

pressed at large, Prov. viii. 22. which place I have opened
and vindicated elsewhere. And they are absolute, infinite,

natural, and necessary, unto the being and blessedness of

God. So the Spirit is the mutual love of the Father and

the Son, knowing them as he is known, and '

searching the

deep things of God.' And in these mutual internal eternal
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actings of themselves, consists much of the infinite blessed-

ness of the holy God. Again, 2. There are distinct actings
of the several persons, ad extra, which are voluntary or effects

of will and choice, and not natural or necessary. And these

are of two sorts. (1.) Such as respect one another. For

there are external acts of one person towards another; but

then the person that is the object of these actings is not

considered absolutely as a divine person, but with respect
unto some peculiar dispensation and condescension. So
the Father gives, sends, commands the Son, as he had con-

descended to take our nature upon him, and to be the medi-

ator between God and man. So the Father and the Son do
send the Spirit, as he condescends in an especial manner to

the office of being the Sanctifier and Comforter of the church.

Now these are free and voluntary acts, depending upon the

sovereign will, counsel, and pleasure of God, and might not

have been without the least diminution of his eternal bless-

edness. (2.) There are especial acts, ad extra, towards the

creatures*. This the whole Scripture testifieth unto, so that

it is altogether needless to confirm it with particular in-

stances. None who have learned the first principles of the

doctrine of Christ, but can tell you what works are ascribed

peculiarly to the Father, what to the Son, and what to the

Holy Ghost. Besides this will be manifested afterward in

all the distinct actings of the Spirit, which is sufficient for

our purpose.

Fifthly, Hence it follows unavoidably, that this Spirit of

whom we treat, is in himself a distinct, living, powerful, ««-

telligent, divine person; for none other can be the author of

those internal and external divine acts and operations which

are ascribed unto him. But here I must stay a little, and

confirm that foundation which we build upon. For we are in

the investigation of those things which that one and self-

same Spirit distributeth according to his own will. And it is

indispensably necessary unto our present design, that we in-

quire who, and what, that one and self-same Spirit is; seeing
on him and his will all these things do depend. And we do

a In bac divini magisterii schola, Pater est qui docet et instruit ;
Filius qui arcana

Dei nobis revelat et apperit, Spiritus Sanctus qui nos replet etimbuit.  A Patre po-
tentiam, a Filio sapientiam.a Spiritu Sancto accipimus innocentiara; Pater eligit, Fi-

lius diligit, Spiritus Sanctus conjungit et unit. Cyprian, de Baptismo Christi.

VOL. II. F
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know likewise, that ifmen prevail in the opposition they make
unto his person, it is to no great purpose to concern our-

selves in his operations. For the foundation of any fabric

being taken away, the superstructure will be of no use nor

abide.

The opposition that is made in the world against the

Spirit of God doctrinally, may be reduced unto two heads.

For some there are who grant his personality, or that he is a

distinct self-subsisting person; but they deny his Deity, deny
him to be a participant of the divine nature, or will not allow

him to be God. A created finite spirit they say he is, but

the chiefest of all spirits that were created, and the head of

all the good angels. Such a spirit they say there is, and

that he is called the Spirit of God, or the Holy Ghost, upon
the account of the work wherein he is employed. This

way went the Macedonian heretics of old, and they are

now followed by the Mahometans
;
and some of late among

ourselves have attempted to revive the same frenzy. But
we shall not need to trouble ourselves about this notion.

The folly of it is so evident, that it is almost by all utterly
deserted. For such things are affirmed of the Holy Ghost

in the Scripture, as that to assert his personality and deny his

Deity, is the utmost madness that any one can fall into in

spiritual things. Wherefore, the Socinians, the present

great enemies of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, and who
would be thought to go soberly about the work of destroy-

ing the church of God, do utterly reject this plea and pre-

tence. But that which they advance in the room of it is of

no less pernicious nature and consequence. For granting
the things assigned to him to be the effects of divine power,

they deny his personality ; and assert that what is called by
the name of the Spirit of God, or the Holy Spirit, is nothing
but a quality in the divine nature, or the power that God

puts forth for such and such purposes, which yet is no new
invention of theirs b

. I do not design here professedly to

contend with them about all the concernments of this dif-

ference; for there is nothing of importance in all their pre-
b Htec autem omnia operatur unus atque idem Spiritus, dividens singulis prout

vult ; unde discentes operatriceni et ut ita dicam distributricem naturam Spiritus
Sancti

; non abducamur ab his qui dicunt, operationem et non substanliam Dei esse

Spiriluuj Sanctum. Et ex aliis quoque plurimis locis subsistens natura demonstratur

Spiritus Sancti. Didym. de Spirit. Sanct. lib. 2.
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fences or exceptions, but it will in one place or other occur

unto consideration in our progress ;
I shall only at present

confirm the divine personality of the Holy Ghost with one

argument; which I will not say is such as no man can re-

turn the show of an answer unto; for what is it that the

serpentine wits of men will not pretend an answer unto, for

an exception against, if their lusts and prejudices require
them so to do? But I will boldly say, it is such as that the

gates of hell shall never prevail against it in the hearts of

true believers, the strengthening of whose faith is all that in

it I do aim at. And if it doth not unto all unprejudiced

persons evince the truth and reality of the divine personality
of the Holy Ghost, it must certainly convince all men, that

nothing which is taught or delivered in the Scripture can

possibly be understood.

One consideration which hath in part been before pro-

posed I shall premise, to free the subject of our argument
from ambiguity. And this is, that this word or name Spirit

is used sometimes to denote the Spirit of Godc
himself, and

sometimes his gifts and graces, the effects of his operations
on the souls of men. And this our adversaries in this

cause are forced to confess, and thereon in all their writings

distinguish between the Holy Spirit and his effects. This

alone being supposed, I say it is impossible to prove the

Father to be a person, or the Son to be so, both which are

acknowledged any other way, than we may and do prove
the Holy Ghost to be so. For he to whom all personal pro-

perties, attributes, adjuncts, acts, and operations are ascribed, and

unto whom they do belong, and to whom nothing is or can be truly

and properly ascribed, but what may and doth belong unto a per-

son, he is a person, and him are we taught to believe so to be.

So know we the Father to be a person, as also the Son.

For our knowledge of things is more by their properties and

operations, than by their essential forms. Especially is this

so with respect to the nature, being, and existence of God,
which are in themselves absolutely incomprehensible. Now

c
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Xctfig-fxaTi. Cbrysost.
Nee existimare dcbemus Spiritual Sanctum secundum substantias esse divisum

quia niultitudo bonorum dicatur— impassibilis enim et indivisibilis atque imniutabilis

est, sed juxta differentes efficientias et intellcctus multis bonorum vocabulis nuncu-

patur; quia participes suos, non juxta unam eandemque virlutem communione soi

donet. Quippe cum ad utilitatem iiniuscujusque aptus sit. Didym. lib. 1.
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I shall not confirm the assumption of this argument with

reference unto the Holy Ghost from this or that particular

testimony, nor from the assignation of any single personal

property unto him, but from the constant uniform tenor of

the Scripture in ascribing all these properties unto him.

And we may add hereunto, that things are so ordered in

the wisdom of God, that there is no personal property that

maybe found in an infinite divine nature, but it is in one place

or other ascribed unto him.

There is no exception can be laid against the force of

this argument, but only that some things on the one hand

are ascribed unto the Spirit which belong not unto a person,

nor can be spoken of him who is so; and on the other, that

sundry things that properly belong to persons are in the

Scripture figuratively ascribed unto such things as are not

so. Thus, as to the first head of this exception, the Holy

Spirit is said to be '

poured out,' to be ' shed abroad,' to be ' an

unction/ or the like
;
of all which expressions we shall treat

afterward. What, then, shall we say, that he is not a per-

son, but only the power of God ? Will this render those ex-

pressions concerning him proper? How can the virtue of

God, or the power of God, be said to be poured out, to be

shed abroad, and the like? Wherefore both they and we ac-

knowledge that these expressions are figurative, as many
things are so expressed of God in the Scripture, and that

frequently ;
and what is the meaning

'

of them under their

figurative colours we shall afterward declare. This, there-

fore, doth not in the least impeach our argument, unless

this assertion were true generally; that whatever is spoken
of figuratively in the Scripture is no person; which would

leave no one in heaven or earth. On the other side it is

confessed, that there are things peculiar unto rational sub-

sistents or persons, which are ascribed sometimes unto those

that are not so. Many things of this nature, as 'to 'hope,' to
'
believe,' to 'bear,' are ascribed unto charity ;

1 Cor. xiii. But

every one presently apprehends that this expression is figu-

rative; the abstract being put for the concrete, by a meta-

lepsis; and charity is said to do that, which a man endued

with that grace will do. So the Scripture is said to 'see,' to
'

foresee,' to '

speak,' and to 'judge,' which are personal act-

ings ;
butwho doth not see and grant that a metonymy, is and




