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Iohn 1, ¥3, 14,

“Butas manyas received bim, té'them gave bes
power to becowe the fons of God, ervenso
sbem that belierve on bis Nams,

Whichwere borne,not of bloud,nor of she'wik
ofthe flefbnor ty‘ the will of man, b of God.
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The Chriftians Le(fon

His deity or God head inthe firftverfe,
witdesr was trom all etexnity .

z. Hig Humanity or Man- hood inthe 14. ver,
intime afumed untohira, Secondly, mthe midf
betweene both hee defcribes the benefie which
hereby redounds to all the faithfill, partly by
their adoption in the.xa. verfe, partdy by theis

generation, in he 13, vetfe,  For theformeg
there 1s,

Fiift, The pecfons to whamthis benefit doth
accrews and cthey are fuch as entewtaine Chriff not
outwardly, but inwardly ; notinto their hotifes,
b it intotheis bearts.

3, He theweswhat mannerof entertainentent
it muft bee; not corporall but fpiricuath by tra-
fting in Chriff, orhelicyingin his name, whichare
inéffed bath one

For thie othes, the bens fit ic(elfethat doth ace
crue unto them, thatis deftnbed

1. In geneeall, X5 a piviledge or prera-
3. Mota pactientarly abey are (o dcabethe
adopted fons of God.

New beraulz this Adoptionmaybe hid with
God, and [0 miay gotbekno vnewmtorhemicives
whoare adqptcj s Therefollowestherfore herea
ypen a reall change in thems which change js
deferhed inthe 13, verfe panily baghe menner of
i, tharis anew callinggmoultding. cudngeor dites
XC0y; 234 pattly hy the Awnour, asmeaoes
whereby i1 wrou_glu)laid Jowns _

“Firff, Negatively, ¢rablpudy or Hcfbig brec.
ghn7, gecording to g’aﬁtfriltconcupifcchc ) 551939
| in
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AP
io part deferibed, Exechicl 16,
Secondly, Pofitively, or affirmavively, thati¢,
of the fpirit; as our Saviour faith, unlefleaman
be berne againe of water, and of the #4ly Ghoft,
hie cannot enter into the kingdomeof God, Zobs fohe
3.5. yea the words of Petermaybecacomment - *%
on my Texty 1Peter 1,33. wherehe (aith, deing 1Pcw 1,83
borne a new nos of corrupsible feed but nfinmmpr‘éﬂf
hy the sword of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever; Asd fomuch for the fummeor fubftance
of thefe words, with their feverdl] btanches,

Not to #and vpon the nature of faith atthis
gime, (becaule wee havebad occafionto{peake
of it foriuerly and may likewife have hereafeer)
as alfo to palfeby divers inRructionsthacmay be
from hence obistved s I will pitch onlyar'this
time upontwo, which the Bvangelift mainely in-
tendsin this place.

Fift, Thatall the faithfull av2the adopred chil
drenof God,

Secondly, None are the children of Godb
adoption, but only fuchas arefo by Regenerati.
on, The formerbeing the fummeof the 12, ver.
the latter of the 13. ver.

Do&. 1. oAU the faithfull are the adopsed chite
drew of Gad,

Therearcfaith one (who goes underthename
%f (c;'lrcgary Nazianzene ) three forts of fonnes of

od,

2, By Generation,
2, By Cseatjon,
§. By Adoption.
1. By Genevation,and fois Chrit alone.
Bba a BY
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2,88 The Priviledge,

2. By Creation, {o «4dam, Lake 3, andthe
nie . Angels, Job 1.6. ?
Gal. 3036+ ‘? By Adoption, and {o are-all the fiithfull,
Gel. 3.26.
This point wil{ more fully appeare, if wecons
fiderthe groud and endof our Adoption.
Firft, The ground of it, which is ourunion to
Chiitt the naturall Sonne of God. Wearcalive,
faith the Apoftle, 30 God in lefusChrift our Lovd,
Rom.6a1.  Rom. 6L.I1. Behng grafted n him, Row. 11.33.and
Rowe.11.33« 5 we hecome onewish Chrift, 1.Cor.12.27. asthere~
3 Cor. 1337 “porea fienne taken out of one ftock,and fo inocu.
lated into another, orasachild taken out of one
family and rranflated into another, evenfo weare
taken.out of thehovthold of Sathan,and inferted
into the family of God ; yea into the myfticall
body of Chrifi, for the head andthe body make
Gal.3:14.  but one (hrift,Gal,3.16. hefaith notto the feeds,
as [peaking of many, butunto.thy {eed,as of one,
which is (#7iff, and fo heand the faithfullmake
L Cor. g3 13, DUT ONE Chriff, 1 Cor.12.12. Thiswastheend of
his Incarnation, to make us the fons of God. The
Sonof God becamethefonne of man,that wee
{ons of men mightbecomethe fons of God, G4/,
455
* Secondly, Confider we theend of our Adop
tion, thac we might havea right and intereft unto
out heavenly inheritatces
The end of Chriffs Incarnationis our adoption;
and the end oc our Adoptionis our rightandtitle
to thatinheritance withoutthe whichwee could
not have had it, that therefore which iscalled
Romugay,  Hidoption,.Rem.8:15, It ¢alled she :Armﬂzf okr int-
eritanee,

Galugt 4,10
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iy,

beritance,Ephef.1,14, Yeatheinhericance it felfe Evb 134
is called by the name of Adoption,as Pifestor obe .
ferves, Rom, 8, 23, for our luftification reftored Rem a3
to us is nomore then e4dam had befo e his fall,
But our Adoptionadvaceeth usto anhigher eftate
which Adsmnever had, nor (forought we know)
had neverpromifed him before hisfalf.
We pafle now tothe fecond poinr.
Doct 2, That none are the childrenof God
by Adoption; but fich as are (o by Regeneration,
There aie ((aith Cdugnfline) threefotisof a-
dopted fons,
1. There are (faies he) fons of God in our ac-
count, which are notfo in Gods, Gen. 6. 1. The Genefisé.x,
fons of God fuw thedaughters of menthatthey
were faire, and fo are all falfe and counterfeit
Chriftians, which are Chriftiansin nameand title
only,not indeed and tiuth, they are (o inthadow
and outward femblance, andprofiflion, and yet
but a counterfeit generation; abaftardly brood.,
Secondly, The:ie are {ome thac are {onnes in
regard of God, butnotinregardof us; normay
{obee in regard of their owne efteemencither s
and fo are all the ele@ as yetuncalledand unga.
thered together, asthe Evangelift{peakes, Jobm g, .- g,
11: 52, theyare for allthat (as Augufline fayes) in
their futhers role,and predeftinated to be adopred
through Zefus C/2iff unto himfelfe, accordingto
the purpofe of his will, Epk. 1.6, as amaomayephaa }
purpofe to adopt one, and fet him in hiswill,
though it be a Jong timeercitbe knownetothe
party foadopted.
3. There arefonnes of God reajly, thacareal-
Bb 3 rcady
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ready received into thefamily of God, and actu.
ally incorporated into the Hody of Chrift; ¢he
former fhall be, but cheleare to already, thefeare
adopted, and regenerated alfo, and the fon fhip
both by adoption and regeneration, we {hall find
conjoyned, Rom.8.10,11. whereal{o hee makes
one toargu¢ theother,

This point alfo willappeare more evidently,if
we confider, asbefore theground and end of our
Regencration,

1. The grovad of opr Regenerataon \asbefore
of our Adoption) isour union with Chriff our
head,and thisis wrom?ht by faith on our part,and
by the fpirit on Gods part. Fiift, 1{ay, by faith
o# our part, whickis amoft holy faith, Inde ver. 20,
t0 differenceés fromthe faith of reprobases, Tis,1.1.
and from 1be faith of devils, Iam.2.19. the onebe-
ing holy, the other unholy. This faith of Gods
Elec? purificth thebeart, Ais 15, 9. and Af,26.
18. Herely Chyiff dwels inour hearts, Ephef, 3.17.
and where he dwelleth there he moulds fathions,
frames,and renues the heart,there he makes a new
Creature, yea | may {ay, anew Chrift. Lty lintle
children, of whasa I travell inbirsh agasn, wnsill Chrift
& formied in you {2ith the Apoftle, Gal.4 19,

Secondly, by the {piriton Gods parr, hethat
is joyned untothe Lord is ane fpirit, 1 Cor. 6. 17,
By which (piris be knits and faflens us to Chriff, Gaf.
2.30. 7 lrue, as she fouleinsbe body ; yet wotl, bue
Chrift livath inme, andthelife that I mom live inthe
Slolb, I liveby faithin the fovne of Ged. Andmarke
whatthe Apofilefaith excellently to this purpofe,
Rom, 8, 10,13, Yie are noy im y fiefh, Estix the

[pirét
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fpinse becaufe sle firit of God amelarss in you, and

vet(c fo  IfChrf bein yon, the body is dead becanfe

of fimne, bis vhe fpiris is bifé for righteonfuefle fake,

and verove. If vhe fpirit of him thas reifid ap Iefas

from the dead dwellin you, heethatraifedmp Chrift

from the dead, [oali alfo gicken Jour mortall &ad;ﬂ,
becaufe of his fpirirthat dwellerhrin you, Thisis

that feed of God,whichwhofoever hath abiding

in him hath the power of (ne quelled and fub-

oned inhim, 1700m 3. 0. Andunleffe yeebeborne vioh 3.4,
againe bywater, and the Holy Gho#, faith ou Save

oary kodn 3.5, Fee cannos enerinto e kimgdome of loh. 3. 02
God

The fecond thing that confirmes the painris
the edd of om Regenerati n.Asthecntl afaur A -
doption istogiveusaright nderbetooum herverr.
Ly inlie rimanee, forheend of tirsiswo prepareand
fit us for thefame,  For undeffewe becomenewe
Creatures, thar pleee is not ferus; thaeisa
and an holy place, mrathewhnch ne mnieane tirng
waft emter, Revel 2 1.47. If fome beggarly roagpe Revelaray,
were takenr up to artend vpon (ome great mr2n
uch more if vo be theadopted fon toa Prince)
he mitft be fripeof all hisragges; andwathed and
putified,and even (if icconld be)have a new hea ¢
put itto him 005 as Sawl had, 1 Sam.r0.9. and 1Samitos
28 fiehoboars tooxeAbijab, and fethim vo benler
over the people, and for tharpurpofe inftrt Ged
him,that foliemiali dertieanc lum felféaccordi g
o thatfhacewhereunto hevwas advanced, fowhen
wo (wretehed and forlowe ereatures) areadmit
ted notto beattendants only, butto bectficfons
and Reyies o2 the Kang of heaven, we Fho'a}ld be
| ript
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Tbc?’riwiledge,

Eph.4-23,24-

A&’ 16. 18,

Heb 1314,
Iohngy. .

1 Iohn 2.1,

3 Sam., 1333,

ftript of our naturall defilements, and sid of our
ﬂl:ﬁincﬂ'c 5 pus off the cld man, Ephefi4. 23. 24,
that fo we may be fittolive with them,whichare
holy,as A¢ts 26.18. Tohave aninberitance among
them shat are [anctified, without ircline(Je moman [hall
fee Gid,faycsthe Apoltle, Heb. 12,14, andexceps
yee be borne againe, faith our Saviour, Jofm 3.3. T¢
cannot fee the kingdome of God; if wee cannot fee
God, or his kingdomewi houtho inefle, much
leffe canwe enter into it, and fo we{eethe {econd
pointalfo proved.

The V{e wheicof ferves firftto informe usof
the great dignity, the honourable eftate,the won.
derfull excellency of every tiue believer,of every
member of Chrift ;{o greatand (o high, thatthe
Apoftle fpeakes not of it without admiration,
11obn 3,1. Bebold what love the Father hath fhew-
edusinth.t weare called the fonnesof God, Andins
deed, it isa wonder,thac we canthinke of it with-
oustwondering. When itwastold Davidthathe
mightbethe Kings fonnedn law,what (fayes Da.
vid) thinke you it a fmall matterto bethe fonne in
lawtoaKing 2 1Sem.18.23. How canwethen
thinke it a fmall thing tobe nota fonne in law, but
an heire, not to a mortall, but to an immortall
King, the Kiag of Kings# How can wee but
dceme ira fpeciall and unconceivable favour for
usvile, wretched, wicked, and miferable finners,
duftandafhes, filly wormes, veffels of wrath,and
vaflals of Sathan,to be preferredto fo greata dig-
nity,asto be (onnesand heyses apparent untothe
kiredom of God |

Confider it, Ibefeech you,bytome degﬁ:c}n
t
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J¢ is no {mall matcer to be an Attendant uato &
Prince, or to fome grear man underche Prince,
as itis faid of the prudent, He fhul fand before
Princes 5 and theQueene of Shebaaccouated Sele-
wions [ervants happy that ftood before him,a Chr2 aCarongiy,
9.7. But how much greater an honourisitto be
fervant to Almighty God ¢ Whichtitle notonly
the Apoftle Paw/tooke unto himfelfe, and &iled
himf{elfe by in the beginning of fundry his Epi-
files ;but alfo theblefled Plalmift entitlesthe 18
36. and divers other Plalmes, eA Pfalme of David
the fervans of the Lord 5 as a maiter of excellent
dignity; as Theodofius thought it agreater honour
to bethe fervant of God, thento be Governour
of the people of God.

But yet a greaterhonour is itto be the Kings
friend, as Zabudis tearmed, 1 Kings 4. 5. butnot Kings o.g>
onely Abrabam iscalled the friend of God, James lamessay
2.33. (taken out of 2 Chren, 20, 7. and {ﬁr.q.x.s.*',’,f:‘:f;':“""‘
butalfo all chefaithfull, the fonnes of Abrabam,
John15. 14,150 Yeare my friends, if ye doe what 1 tohurg e,
commandyos.

But yet further, becaufe the fervantabides not
inthe houfe for cver, 1658 8, 35.bur thefonnea. tomo g4y
bides for ever; thouart alwayes with me, andall
thatThave is thine ; as he fpeakesin the parable,
Luke 15. eventhis high priviledge we havealfo Luke 1y
by our adoption, asthe Apoftle faith, 64l 4.7+ Gy,eys
Wherefore thos art nomere & fervant, bus & fonne :
and what followesthereupon¢ Now if thoubea
fonne, thouart alfothe heiceof God; through
Chrift, Rom. 8.17. If webefonncs, thenarewe
allo heyies, eventheheyres of God, and heyres

Cc annexed

RepeSigs-
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Fle Priviledge,

Revels 1.7
Heba.a.

snaexedro Chriff. Andthereforeas Chriff is hey;é

of allthings, Heb,1.3. [o alfoarewe, Revel 21,7,

Jor whetlry vhey bee things prefess,or thingste come,

1Cor.3a3,3. wW wre Yo, anx ¥¢ ¢ ;ﬁ’fﬂs, wdﬁ!wﬁ Gods, x Cor,

3.22,73. It is not with God as withgreat men,
A4oraham could makebutone fon his beyre; and
Kehobosn btiely might (ucceede Solomon in the

2 Chronr,a; KIEUOAC 2 Glrvn, 11 2. but COriff huth meadle

Revel1.6.

Lukr2.31.

Mauha§e34e

”ﬁ‘zo

%t {evtn afl thatyreregenerate) Kings andFricfls
¢0 God bw Farber, Revel. 1 6. God will givea
crowse, nkingdome, untoktvery one of his-chil.
dren  Feare xot listle flack forvs is your fathers gaod
plesfure 1o giakt youakingdom, Lux.x2.32. and Come
yee bleffed of my Father, reoeivethe kingdome prepa-
red for you fromshebegiming of the werld, <M atih,
25. 34, Thisis the firll ule, o foc orch thegreae
digany wherdanco thefaithfullare advanced; fo
great, as greater cannotbe conceived,

The which theninthe fccond place fhould iy
us 1P to receive, and embrace lefss Chriff, bya
true and Heely fatthoffered unto vs intheword of
God,the Gofpell of falvation. Welreehowreas
dy menare tocrecpeand infinnate themlelvesine
to grearmens favours whire they have fome hope
to get fom¢wharby them; efpecially if heebea
rich mah that is'without pofterity, But hercisan
inheritance beyond allinthe world, andycthow
fewlaboor and friveforit ! we (houldthencheck
our felvesforourbackwardnefle; and labourfor
a rrae ehd alively taich, whereby weemay bea
come the adopted fonsof God. And[ofnould
wee bee ascarefull of our children, not onely to

bring themuato baprifme, butthat they may ha;e
the
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apdin.

the fruit and effes¥ of Rt 3 to labourtoirfite them,
as tothe paltick body of Chuift, founrolis my.
fiicall body ; nottoteachthem (asmoft Parenty
do)civilly only, bue ch itianly roo.

1Bur may fomefay, Siy Alfthisexhorlation is
needlefle, and might well liavebeene fpared, for
wearethe fons of Godalready,and {ohave yighe'
ueo the heavenly inheritance.

I could with, it were (. Bnttherd deemany
fa callad, and conceived fo to be by us,which e-
reithelefle are not fo with God.

It flandsusin hand thereforetand foto paffeto
2 thied ufe) totty our fefoch, and cxamine our
Adoption by out Regencration, Forutlelfethoy
art refencmted, thot canft have'ho afflirance, or
knowledge of thy Adoption.

But how then'may weknowthat we atercg’cﬁ
aemted £ a
v Tanfwer,by the hature of it,ie1abreedirig; now
breeding 18 « producing of aliving entire crea.
qire, refembling the party by whomy it sp odiw
ced. For in every na:urall birch thereare thefe
foure things,

1. Aproducing of anew creature, Now itisa
nulein Pailofophy, that thegeneration of oneis
tho coruption of another. So in the fpirinnal]
bitth,the 61d mén muft be putoff,beforethenew

Objelk,

Sol,

Vi s,

Rbefte <2

beputon, Rem. 6. Théremaft be adeath sinto finne Rombé

eresherecanbe alife of Grace , a dying o finne be.
fore aliving to God;as the feed caftintotheearth

mult dye, ere it canquicken, 1 2or, 15, Valefle 1Couzy

curbed and refirdined,burevenq elledandkille

thereforewe findein our felvesthat inisnot cmfgr
Cca wé
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T be T}i'vifedge,
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Ran g as.

wee are not as yetborng a ne W
a. Breeding isof fome-living thing 5 fointhe
fpirituall bicth, Ephef. 2.5, Yowbath hee gnickned

. whichwere dead insrefpaffes and finnes, E{¢k.36.364

A new hearc will Igiveuntoyoun, and there will
be an alterationand changein aman whenhee is
once regencrated;a new joy,new love,new feare,
new defires; and the Sabbaths of God, which
formesly were wearifomeand burthenfome gnto
bim, are now delightfome 3 and [o of the reft. In
a word, he will love whatbcfare heloathed, and
loath what beforehelaved.

3. Breeding is.3 producing of anentireboay g
children have at the firft oot rude maffe, butan
organicall body, allthe parts and lineamentsof a
man, Soitisinthis {pirimall breeding likewifes
put anthe oew man,Epb. 4. when men therefore
ihdll feeme to berenued inTome part alene, and
not in the selt, they ate notregeneraie,theyare
notborne again, if they deny themf{elves infome
luft, and notinothers, {olong as they liveirrany
nat controverfed, butconfeffed fip,

4. Breedingmuftbe the producing of a Grea.
tureafter the image-of the pasty producing 5 eve-
ry living creaturebegets hislike ; a theepe brings
nct foith.a wolfe, nor a Pigeon hatch 2Kite.
Even {o Goo begetreth not young devils,but
{aints like him{elfe. Thofewhom he foreknew,
he predeftinated to be like untothe Image of his
{onne, Rows, 8. 29, Butnow if God be pure, and
thou = profffed Impuritan(asi may fay)onaio
whomthevery nameof purity isreproachfyll if
Godbeholy, mercifull, humble, andthoubegft

vnboly,
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unholy, crucli, proud,chonmayeft afuredly here-
by know, thou-artnotas yetregenerate 3 andfo
confequently canft have no affurance of thy adope
tion.
But if upon ftiié examination, thoucanfl inde K¢ 4.
thy felfe regenerate, thenin the nexe placelearne
thy duty; forevery honout hatha burden atren.
ding upon it ; This duty is deicribed by the Apo.
ftle Peter, 1 Peser 3. 14, s dbediens children, mot fx. 1Pe 1,15,
fhioning your felves according to your former fuft in 7
Jour fgnerance, verfe 15. bus as he whichcalleth you.
8 holy, fo bee yee holy in all manner of converfition,
verfe 17. and if yecall God facher,who without
refpe& of perfons judgeth every mans work,pafle
thetime of your fojourning hereinfeare.
Fi{t therefore, artthoucalled tobea fonne 2.
then this eftate requireth other manners, thouw
muft behave thy {elfe as a (onne; thatis thoy
muft abdicate and abandon 2li bad company, all,
r'hzr former fiancs and lufts, ncver 19 refume, or
take them into thy practile againe.
It had beene a (hame for Sauéafrer he wasmade
King to follow his fathers Affes; it had beenea
Mhame for David aftet hic was made King,to fol.
low the Ewes withyoung, asbefore 2fulme 93 Pilat.qu,
7r. It had beenc 2 thame alio for e Agashocles o
Porters fonne, to bee raking inthe dirtand mire,
whenhe wasa King. Inlike manner mut icaceds
be athame forus, whoareheyresappaienttoche
- kingdome of heaven, to bee groveling among
things of thislife with otkers; butas wearepar-
takers of that heavenly calling, Hes 3.x. 50 fhowld
Whave ar converfition inteaven, Phik 2300 Hebga,
Cc¢3 Second.
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The Priviledge,

2

Gll &7,

£ Con?23e

Eph-& $u

F- Co;.j’. {

Col 1:50,12,

Machsi1é.,

Secondly, Thou muit be 2n obedient fon; be.
caufe thouarta fonthou muft not therefore chink
thy felfe exempted from duty ; It istrueindeed,
the Apoftle faith, whercfore, thouartnomore a
fervant, butaloone, Gal.4.7. but that freesus not
from Gods fervide, bnd from cur obediencennto
him,as many would take occalionby thele words
likewife of the Apoftle, 1Cor.7.23. Yeearchough
with a price, be not yetherforothe fervantsof men : tq
fhake off all bowdage and fervice to man 5 whercas
on the contrary itistobeunderftood,thacbecanfe-
now they are profeflfed Chriftians, being redec.
med and boughtby-Chrift, chey fhould now ferve
men, not as the heathendid, burasthe children
of God; in Ginglenefle of heart ag unto Chrift,
Ephef. 6.5. Even {o thould weeferve Godnow
profeffing to bee hischildren, inamore free and
honourable manner then heretofore; not for feare
of the whip, orfor hope of wages, butforlove,
the loyeof Chrificonfira nethus, 2 (vr.5.14. It
ftands usupon now therefore to be more circum.
fpeét over our felves, and morecarefull of our
courfes, thenever heretofore we have beene, that
ye mightwalkeworthy of the Lord, faith the A
poftle, and pleafe himinall thiz}gs being fruitfull
in every good work, and increafing inthe ¥now
ledge of God, and giving thankes to the father why
buiss made ws mieese 10 be partakers of the inberitance,
of the Saints iﬂ-ii?qéi, Col.1.10,12, Ifweebe fonnes;
then muftour light [0 fhine before men phat they feeing
owr good works may glovificonr Fatler which is in bea-
wem, Matih, §.16. Thereisagood fpeech of Na-
zianaewe 3 If thouarr aflave, thenferve God for

feire,
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feare of the whip,ifan hireling,.hen for h're : bue
it afon, then for love ; moreaffcétionarely, difi.
gently,lovingly,cheerctully and treely then ever
beretofore.

The laft ufethen, (forTam inforced tocut off Vs
many things) is for confola-ion, and ecncourage-- "
ment aga nft any mifery thar canbefal] us,

Firft, Here is comforragainft thefightand fenfe  «

of our own unworthincfle; if amanwereto ex-
peét heavenby way of merit, indeed (asthe Pa.
ifts teach and maintaire) then thould our hope
E‘c lictle enough of evercommingthere. But our
hope isgrounded onthe promifeof God; forye
arc all onein Chrift Lefus, andif yee be Chyiffs, then

are yee A brabams [éed, ind beyres by promifi, Gdf, Galsas,
3.29. What if a richmanwill takeup 2 rogue,
and make him his heyre; who can hinderhim ¢
or what if a Prince (that hath power to difpofe of
his crown) fhould beftow itupona Pealant wh 1e
he lifts, what {hall lethim ¢ fowha if it pleafeth
God to take mecand thee, and biftow uponus
me rely of hisowre good will; acrowne of life,
an héavenlyinheritance ¢ who fhal hinderhim 2
though it were prefumption in any to have mo 7ed
God in it, unlefle God fhould meerely upon his

owne free loveand good will have offered it

Secondly , Here is comfort againft ourward
poverty ;. it cannot hinder, or keepe us from hea.
ven. God bath chofen 1he pooreof this werldsoberich

in faith,and beyresof esernall glory, Tames 2.5, and lsmess, .
bleffed Lee yee poore, for yours ssthe kingdome of bea.

wen, Luke 6,20, Matth.5, 3. whowould thinke Luke see;
much to live ina poore and low meaneeftace for
awhile,
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awhile, it bee knowesheefhalifoonecometoa
rich and wealthy eftate, efpecially if heeknowes
he fhallbeadvanced to akingdom: as 1ofeph ther-
fore wasbid to tell h:s brethren, that they thould
not regard thelr ftuffe, forthebeft of allcheland
of Egyps was theirs,Genefis 45 20. Soall the want
and poverty which the faithfoll {uffer fhould no
whit difmay them ; when their thovghes are fec
upon their heavenly inheritance. Thismadethe
faithfull fuffer with joy theloffe of theirgoods,
knowing that in heaven they hadabetterandan
enduring fubftance, Heb.10.34-

Thirdly, Here is comfort againft contempt of
worldlings, who know notthe dignity which the
godly have inbeing Gods children; northeac.
count which God makes of them. Behold, faith
the Apoftle, what great lovethe father hath thew.
cd upon usthatwe fhould be called the fonnes of
God ! but this the world knowethnot, Willa
great man be troubled if abeggar {corneshim ¢
what if bafe wretches (for they are no beteer)
thould contemne and defpife Godschildren,whae
need they care 2 when our King went into Spaine
difguifed, was hetroubled (thinke ye) becaufe he
was not refpcéted according to his worth by thofe
amongft whom hecame? No furely ; heknew
that when he returned hefhould find royall enter-
tainement with his father, In like manner the
faithfull need notbetroubled for thacthe men of
the world fet fo lightby them, fecing God hath
them infohigh accountand eftimation; and fees
ing a time flall come when thofe perfoans, by
whom they are™{o undervalued now, fhall bee

troddca
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ttodden under cheir fece, asthe Prophet fpeakes,

Mal. 4.3 Malass
Fourthly , Here is comfort againft feare fo 4

of want ;they may be fure¢ God will provide for

them. Matth, 7. 7,8, 9. Which of yon baving 4 Mub79,10,

childe shay [ball aske you bread., will ye give him 4

Jtone 3 ar if heaske afih, will yegive him aferpens ?

If yethat aveevill know how 18 gine good things usto

qyour children shas aske you, bow much morewid your

Eatber which is in heaven give good things 10 thens

that askehim 2 Ashe faid by Hezekiah , The King

my Mafter capdeny you othing. Soin Matth.6,26. Mauhbasn

Confidr the forles of the aive, for they forv not neither

doe they reape,nor gather into barnes,yet your heaven.

ly Father feedeshthem : arenor ye much bester them

they ? Heisbut their Creatour,he is your Father.

Will any maa be o unnaturall, as to feed his

hawkes and hounds, and fuffer his children to

want food ¢ And will God our heavenly Fatheo

take carc(thinke you)for crowes and ravens, and

fuffer his chlidrento want [} h !
But how comes itto paflethen,that fomeumes oy

they dde want ¢ P el
Tanfwer. Doftnotthonthy felfe compellthy. 4o®.

children o falt, when as thou knoweft meat

wauld hurc.them ¢ If God (hould fee any out.

ward and temporall good thing to be goad for

them, they fliould be {ure to bave ity and when-

focver fie withholds it from them, he forefees,

that by their enjoying ity the mors hurt would

redound uaro them ; otherwile (faith euzaftine)

he that wilbgraung a crowne will he deny 2

csumbe 2 E-cgrc.im:.lilt; lz fiocke, Lukex3. 32,1t Luhi 2aighe=

15
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isaseafie amarter-for God to beltow upon usall
the wealth in the world, asfor ustobeltowa
crumbe upon a beggar,

Fifdly, hereis comfort-againfttho’e infirmi-
tics and weakaefles that hang upon us whle we
livehere; wemay be {ure our Father will beares
withthem s as a father hath pity on his ¢hildren,
fo will the Lord have compaffion onthem that
feare him. Pf4l. 103. 13. 1 will fpare themas a
man {pareth his owne fonne that ferveth him,
Mgl. 3, 17.-A{mallthing, weknow, doneby a
fonne is more acceptable then agreat dealedone
by a fervane ;a manre(pedts his weake childe thae-
€annot get his bread 3 as much as him that can
earne his owne living: Will fathers thruft their
children out of doores becaufethey areno:able
to help themfelves # Nothey will the more ten-
der them, and beare withthem, Inlike manner
our heavenly Fathermakesaccount of his weake{t
children notwithftanding their manifold infir
mities.

Sixtly, Here is comfort sgain(tafltictions. Cun
a woman forget the fonne of her wombe ¢ (Sion
thought that God had forgottenher) though fhe
ftould, yet willnot 1 forgetthee, 7fa. 49. 14, 15.
he will lay at no time more upon us then weare a+
bletobeare, 1 Cor. 10.13.

Seveathly, Hereis comfort againft perfecutis
ons, wrongs, and injuties offcred them by the
wicked ; for God will be fure to rightthem, he
will be iinto them awall of fire ;and hethat tous
cheth them, toucheththeapple of his eye, Zach,

2.5, 8. Men are commonly as.chary of cheir c:ihil.
ren
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dren as of chemfelves, and had rather many times
fuffer wrong thentherr children thou'd.. So fayes
the Plalmift, Pfal. 2. Kiffethe Sonne left he be an. pry s,
g7y 5 take heed how ye offer any indignny to
Gods Sonne ; and what isthere {aid of Chntt, is
true of allthe co heireswith Chrift ; whofoever
fhall ofterthe leatt injury unto them, fhall be fure
to{mart fotit. It were better for bim to havea
milftonchanged abeut his necke, and he caftinto
the fca, thento offend one of Gods little ones,
Mat.18. 6. Forhethat redcemedchem is mighty. Maub.is.g,

Eightly; Here is comfort againft perils, dan-
gers, and diftrefles, for God will guard (uch asbe
his. They that truftio him fhall be as mount Sion,
that cannot be removed, Pfal, 135. 1. The Angel Pkrss.s
of the Lord is abour thofe that feare him, to
guard them and keepe them continually. Nay
mark that famous placein Efay, Ifa. 43. 1,2. Thus g e
faiththe Lord , feare not, for I have redeemed
thee; wheathou goeft thorow the water, I will
be with thee, that the waves drowne thee not,
thatthe billowes fwallow theenot up : and when
thougoeft thorow the fire,thou (halt not be bura,
ncither fhallthe flame kindleuponthee. Let affli-
&ions, let perils like che raging {eas fall upon
thee, let dangersficry and fearefull overtake thee;

hereis comfortagainft the worft,God will be
with thee. He will never leave thee,
nor forfakethee.

FINIS.
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