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Viz. Selfe.deniall.

MAT: 16-2-4-

Then faid Iefusuntobis Difciples , if any man
will come aftey me,let himdeny himfelfe and
take up bis Croffe, and follow me.

282 VR Saviour Chrift | having told his
) Difciples in thez1, "Verfe of thofe
troublcs that thould fhortly befall
» himfclfeand them, viz, That he muff
i & ufer many t/ng: at Ierufalem of
tbe .Eldcr.f and chiefe Priefls  and Scribes, and bee
B killed,
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killed, dre. The matter NOW COMCS 1O this Jhow
Peter carried himfelfe upon this occafion ; Hee
grieves that Chrift (hould be deprived ofhonour,
and of aq eatthly Kingdome, and that he fhould
dic, and thercforehee controls Chriflt,verfe 22+
W here he argueth eicher Chrifts fearfulnefle , or
rathaeffe 5 cicherthae Chrift thould notgoe, orif
hee went, that this fhould noc be : Thus Peser
would doe that, which would undoe the whole
world. Hence Chrift fpsakesto Peser, and checks
him Marpely 5 for hefaw Satan in Peter tempting
him , thereforeas he reproveshim, hee fpeakes

ain to the Apoftlesto fortific themf{clves againft
the ftumbling block perer had laid,and he telsthem
what fhill befall chem, and himfelfe too; forif
the head be wounded , the mcn_\bcrs muft needs
fecleitalfo; if youwillbe Chrifts Difciples,you
muft take up your Croffe,as Chrift did.

Inthe Textarethreethings confiderable.

1. The Preface.

2. The Dntit.

3. The Reafin, in 25 and 26. Verfes, both ve.
rifiedby Chrift, verfe 28.

_ €1 The Parties o whem,
InthePrefacethereis 3o The time swhen,

t The AZ, follow.
2 The Ground , tblrcmyﬁ
Invhe Dutiethere is, & b¢ 4 Refolution,

3 The Meanesufed,, and
they are,

. 1 Todeny a Mans-felfe.
Two-fold, {z To m[:e]ﬂp the anlé.

Now



S ———

" of Selfe-deniall,

gk otn———

3

Now tothe Preface where Iobferve two points.
1. TheParties hefpeakesto, Hw Difciples,

That eventhe befl of Gods Servants need feafons-
ble Counfell and Advice,

Hee faid to his Difciples , 4.d. Let not Peter
decciveyou, you muft have Croffes,you muft not
dreame of Crowncs 3 therefore expeé a Crofle,
foritwillbefall you. - Hence come allthofe Ex-
hortations, Heb.3:13. Exhors enc another daily,there
is noncexcepted ; thismuft notbe feldome but
daily,and not hereafter, butnow, whileitis.called
today. Butwhat need isthere of it ¢ leftany of
yoube hardned throvgh the deceitfulneffe of fin,
As who fhould fay, there is great reafon ; forthere
are many diftcmpers, wee are bad of our felves,
andready tobe led away to finne; therefore ex-
hort. This is the reafon of all thofe Caveats,
2 Pes.3.17. Bewarcleft yee be led awaywith theerrony
of the wicked : Hee exhorts alfo the likein other
places. Beware, thatimplics there isa peed , for
the heartisopento many dangers. So Zwke 1234,
I [ay uptoyos , my friends be not afraid, ¢re. ltis
friendly counfell, not tothe wicked , butto Gods
owne ; the ftrongeft bones need finewes an Arnie
cannot lack theleaft bone;zhe greateft Pillars have
need of the leffe things: So in the Church, the
firongeft membersin the fameneed advice, and
fupport; thericheft man muftufethe Market; fo
none can live without the Market of thefociety of
Saints; and there is nced of helpe to the beft.
Thuswe fee,even a D.fciple,the beft Saints need
thehelpe of others.
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Reafons Inregard of their weakene(fe.

r Thewifett minuaderfhinds not every thing,

2 What wee know, we oftentimes forget.

3 Thouzh weknow,and forgetnot, yet weate
unconftaneco follow that we know.

4 Thsough weeknow, and remember, and are
not unconitant , yet our hearts are not fo affe@ed
with the truth, as they thould. Therefore, for all
thefe caufes wehave need the belt of us, of Coun-
felland advice; for what wee know not it may re-
veale? what we remember not,it may recall;what
wee confider not, it may helpe; what weaff:&
not, itmay ftirceup to, 4¢.15.32. Iudas and Silas
exhorted the brethren with many words, and con-
firmed them, (1) fetled and grounded them betrer

- inthefaith; Even, Mofes had his hands held up
| So we ftand in need of {avoury Counfell.

/32 It reproves the difpofitionof carnallmen, thae-
caft off Counfell, that turne the deafe careto it,
that mockat {t, thatthinke they have no need of
it ; itmateers not whether they have itornot. O
this 1s a fturdy Refolution ; what fturdy hearts
have men now a dayes, thar beat back the meanes
of grace, and ftand vpontheir Pantables: that fuy,
let him keepe hisbreath ro informe them chat need
it: 1for my part will havenone,weearetoo oldto
betaught: haftthouno nced ¢ thewifeft need it,
and thou needftit ; becaufethoufayeftthos needs
itnot,

oF; But what hath he to do withmee ? to play the
Bifhop in another mans Dioceflc, andtorowin
anothermans Boat, &c¢.

Every Saiat hath to doe with one another , wee
are

A=,
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arc our Brothers Keepers except webeCains, and
will have Casns wages : therefore hee hathto doe
with thee, if hee lovethecasheflionld.
. Butheisunfit; if agrave, wile, learned man
fhould doe it, thenit were fomewhat: butwhar ¢
for fucha young upftarttodocit? heisunfi,
Wilt thou refufe phyfick,becaufeic comesinan
carthenPor, and notinafilyer Cup? oricfufea
(alve,becaufe it fticks onleather, andnot onvel.
vete fobecauf: a weake inftrument,though not fo
grave as others, offers helpe, wiltthon therefore
negle@tire Doe not calt away Counfell, becaufe
of the weaknefle of the Inftrument, 1 Sam.3. 0ld
Elics fonnes defpifed Camlzﬁ/[ , and why ¢ the Text
faith, God hada purpofc to deftroy them. Jtisan
Argument God hath a purpofc to deftroy a man,
when hee refufeth Counfell, Exod,10.28. When
2Mofes had often [poken to Pharaok , as laft be caft him
outy. andbad him fée bis face nomore, getthee gone,
Iwill have no more of thee. Marke how Mofes
anfwers: Iwill fee thy face no more ; hee came no
morcto counfcllhim, but God came o plague
him: therefore take heed thou that faycft , away
withcounfelling and preaching: Brethren, if that
comesnot, take heed left God come with venge.
ance.
Is Counfell ncedful for thebeft ¢ This then may
exhort us willingly to feckeit, and fubmit toic,
whenitis offered by God. Nature teacheth lame
and blindmentobewilling to beled ; weeareall
weake, thercfore let us leane opeupon another;
vee arc all blind, ler us thereforebe guided. A
 ¢hild can happily tell the next way to a Towae,
B3 beter
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betterthen a manthat is aftranger, now it were a
mad thing to fay, itwas a child that dire¢ted me,
therefore I will not goe that way , 7obng. If the
people had not gone to Chrift becanfé aswoman told them
of Chrift, buthad faid tufh, it wasa woman that
toldus of it, therefore we will not goe, they had
never feene Chrift. Therefore frame your hearts
toyceld to advice, and bleffe God that ever hee
beftowed it, fecing itis (o needfull.

B.tif it were not fharpe , 1 could be contentto
beareic, butitis fokeenecand crofleto my nature
to have fuch fharpereproofeashegives,chatI can-
notbrookeit,

Oh it isthe better , that Reprehenfion is beft,
that ftirs moft, and fharpe repreheafion will moft
ftirre and affe¢t thefoule 3 that Potion s beft,that
ftirs the ftomack, and makesa man moft fick : if ic
ftirs not,we faythat Phyfick is naughr, & the Phy.
ficianfoolifh; butif ichitthe right humour, then
itis excellent: fo it isbeft when theword ftrikes
home, and hits the humour,togive fuch counfel to
the Drunkard,that he drinke no more ,becaufe he
drinkesin Gods vengeance ; oh thisis wholfome
counfell,therefore confiderit,itisthe beft to have
workitss PLyfick 5 oh bleffe God for that reproof
that conus lorae clofeft to the foule, though,hap.
pily it benot fo toothfome, yet it is whollome:
ther. forc fubnit o any reproofe, It isafigneof a
goo Theartthat is willingro heate, and ftoopeto
anv ddvice: Even warlike Davidwas counfelled
by eAbigailawoman , and he bleffed God forit,
~tid laid downe bis weapons: {owhenthougoef
atine wizaad courfe, though itbea fervanéh % a

‘ i
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childthat reprovesthee , yet fubmic: David was
above e4bigait, and yct he £ bmitted to her conn-
fell, and bleffed God.

The Time Whes : Then]) when Peter fpake to
wi:hdraw him.

whenany perfins fhall ous 5{ carnall refpecls labour
sowith draw a man from God, then [pirituall Counfell
1smoft feafonable,

When Peter counfelled carnally, then Chrift
counfclicd fpsritually < Malach.3.16, When proud
men {pake (toutly , then fpake they that sared
God,that wasa fic opportunity,Gal.2.5. When Pe-
serhad diffembled, then Pas/ withltood him , itis
wi.h the foule, as itis with the body ; we are mott
caret llwheremoftdangeris: Inthe plague time,
when the aireisinfeéted, we get Antidotes to keep
us from the infection of the ayre: thereforelet us
get Antidotes of wholfome advice and counfell,

Thusmiuch of the Preface.

Now we come to the Duzy, which wasthe fe-
cond Generall, whercin are thefe things 1. the
Aé. Inwhichtwo things.

1. The Ground, If any man will.

2. TheNatureofit, Comeafter Chrifts

So that faithfull walking is a following of
Chnft. If anymanwill] hee leavesit notto any
mans liberty , but directs what he fhould doe : if
youfollow Chrift,you muft-Refolve on the matrer,

There muft be & found Refolution to follow Chriff,
beforeiscanbe done,and four "' iled,

Aswhofhould {2y -1olve onthemat.
tere if there bee afou.. wetolution, it may bee
then

Doll. 3,

Malgaé,
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thenicwillthrive 5 butif not,allis to nopurpofe,
A&itay  (A¢.11.23. There is a fine paffagey the Text
faich,2arnabas was agood man,and exhorted them
to cleave untothe Lord, buthow # with adecree
of heart, as whofhould fay, makea Decreeaccor-
ding to thelawes of the earedes and Perfians, never
to be revoked, and called back, never tobe remo.
ved from God, my God Imuft have, let honour
and all flay : pray 1 muft, thoughtheworldlyeat
fixe andfeven, Iwill keepeagood confcienceto
the worlds end : the Gofpel fhall prevaile with
mce, come whatwill come: afterthis Refolution
tPecqr,  YOuwill buckle tothe truth , 1Pet. 4. 1. bearmed
with the fame mind, every man muft havethe
fame mind that Chrift had, what is that .
Phlyod. Pfalm. 40.8. Itismy hears todoe thy will Chrift,
- though heforcknew the croffes that fhould come,
yetitwas hismind to dochis Fathers will, there.
forc puton this Refolution,as Armour of Proofe,
Iwill docany thing God bidsme; and I'will not
deeitby fitsand turacs,

For the opening of this point obferve two pat-
ticulars.

1. What this Refolution s,

2, Whywe muft refolve before we prackife not 1o
be fly-backs; ohitisto beefeared, that that man
willbe as dry lcavesin Autumne, and as{tubble
beforethe fire, which wantshis Refolution.

Reef. 2. 1. What makes up this Refolntion, and this
Anf Wil ?
HJ)". , )
eAnfw, Itismade o, -..twothings.

1The Indgement mult e convinced of the good-
nefle
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nefle of the caufe we have in hand ; elfe if irbee
butahumour, itjwillnever hold in troubley but
whenfound Arguments , found Scriptures are al-
leaged,then the heart fhould be f lly fwayed  this
isonc parc of Refolut.on, when the mind isthus
{etled,and the underftanding thus poized, there is
agreat partof Refolution, 1Cor.2.3. Jdetermined 1Cotais.
to krow nothing among you, but Iefus Chrift, and bips
crucified ; hee determ ned, that is, he judged thus,
he had an Argumentfor it, Hebr. 11 25.26. Mofes
judgedaffliction better then all the treafures of Egypt,
his underftanding was fully fet downe , and con-
vinced of ic: therefore get good Arguments,
whichmay beare up the heart.
2z When the underftanding is informed , then
alfo the il mult worke to make up a found Refo-
lution: The willmuft (ay eAmen,[ will haveit ; it
ratifics that wh ch reafon faid,and now Refolution
comes according rothe nature of Good, and fo
chofen by the wif, :hebeftthing is moft refolved
upon Now Chrift isthebeft, therefore tobe moft
refolvedon. It is b ft to fuffer for God, faiththe
Vnderftanding, isit rot®, yes [aith che Heart, itis
betterto have Chrift in a Prifon , or at the ftake,
thento be without him, fay Heart, is it fo Heart ¢
thenfaich the 33k, 1 will haveit, comewhatwill
come tothecontrary, The Vnderftanding faith,
the wayes of God are peace and pleafantrcfle, I
will therefore havethem ; and when the Vndek-
ftanding faichthis , the Will alfo faith thefame
thismakes up a Refolution,Ruzh.1, Naomireafons
with Ruth to perfwade her to rentrne , now flice pypyie
went for God , and for Religion; and thcref'orﬁ
C 2
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all things tothe contrary, being propounded verle
18. Shee was ftedfaftly minded togoe; Godand
mifery wasthe beft, and therefore fheerefolved
hereythisis Refolution. Nowit isright, and the
falingin any of thefetwo breakesit; ifaman fay,
Iknow and doce ot Willit, thatis rolly : [faman
fay, I will, and have noreafon for it , itis obftina-
cie, and not a found Refolution. And fo when
the Vaderftanding is informed,and the Will isnot
fetledonit, it isonly Confultation 5 but the Will
{aith, I will nothaveicthus: A manmaybegood
in Confultation, butnot in Refolution: whenthe
Drunkard is convinced,itisan evilltobe drunke;
and fo the Viurer, but yeewill befo ftill, and with
the Addar turne the deafceare, and willcontinue
initftill,and cthe Adulterer is convinced of his fin,
when he gocs in to the Aduleerefle,hee thallnever
returne, herethe Vaderltanding iscleare, butthe
Will comesnot off, and {fo he will have his finne
ftill: {o whenthe Perfecutor is convinced , that
per(ecuting Gods Saines is a finne, and haresit,
this is cleare to the Vnderftanding, yetthe Will
will be malicious ftill : the heavieft past is the
will. As ina Parliament. Confultation,they muft
propound alltothe King, andhe muftratifie, and
confirmeic; nowwhenthe Willfaith, Iwillnot
ratifie that, 1 will not leave that finne , nor take up
that duty, now allthis while it is not ratified, till
the Will come off. Away with thelc picced and
patched Refolutions and purpoles, as tofay, it
were good, itwere fo, and I would all would doe
fo, and I couldafford tobee fo, bucallthe world
would perfceute mee ¢ this is a Halfe-Refolntion;
away
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away with thefe patched Refolutions, to have Re-
fervations at every turne, it is nothing elfe buthy.
pocrifie, and diffimulation : fay thercfore; Isnot
the fan@ification of the Sabbath day, better then
the prophanation of it . fay Heart, is not precife.
nefle in a Chriftian courfe better then with the
Harlot to wipethe mouth, and {ay all is well 2 and
all cruth, thovg h the leaft) that God revealkss, isit
not better thenalltheworld . if itbe, Will, doe
thou clofe with it, and {ay within your felves,
here are reafonscleare, let heaven and earth meet
together,thorgh al the duft on the carth,and fands
on the fhore, and [pires of graffein the fields were
Devils, I will havethat which the word reveales,
though I die forit, This is a happy heart; when
the {oule fees , the greateft good is holinefle, and
téfolvesto haveit, thisisa found Refolution.
Becaufe the root anid fpring of all our ations
comes froma Refolution, as a mans purpofeis,fo a
mans practiceis, Relolution is the maine poize of
amans actions; the hand of the Dyall goes, as

™

R"f.” | Y

the wheels of the Clockturpe itwithin, whether

rightorwrong: fothe hand workes, the tongue
{peakes,becaufethe Willand Heart worke by Re-
folurion. Iwill havethis, faiththe foule, tha is,
the Will, the chiefe ficulty of the fouleinrefol-
ving ; and thenthe heart goes ; now thenifaction
be carried by refolution, then refolution muft bee
ficlt, Roms, 6.17.the Text faith, Theyobeyedfroms the
hears : when the heare refolved , it was dones
hence God fo often requires the heart; for ifthat
goes forward, thenall goes forward too: asina
fortified Citie, the Cagtle cCommands althgtowng

2 fo
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Rem-I. 15,
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fo Refolition commandsthe whole man, tongue,
hand,and all ; if aman will fzile onthe fea , hee
muft have a ftorme to guide the fhip: foof the
{ailing of che foule in the world, ifthouwile faile
aright, andcometo theright haven, Refolution
muft be the fterne, and that muft guide all ; fo thae
the Argument ftands thus, If Reiolurion be the
root of everyact, then it muftgoe betore every
ac; butic is fo, therefore Refolution muft go be-
fore pra&ice.

Isit fo, that Refolution muft goe before pra-
Cicein Chriftianity< then here isthereafon thae
tnany come noc on kindly , and follow nota Chri-
ftian courfe ftoutly. It fhould not be appearance,
that fhould carry aman, but found Refolution :
while peaceremaines, men profefle,butin time of
trouble, for want of Relolution, they faile, they
that lay notthe foundation fure, and fet notthe
Pillars faft,caftly totter : fo many reareup abrave
profeffion, butramit not faft, therefore they tot-
ter: oh, heethat totters, hath not that inward re-
folutionto love God,and Graceaboveall,Zom, 1.
18. generally the faultis notignorance, thatmen
fall off, but the Will breakes the bargaine, and
faith, 1will not be in prifon, orbe brought tothe
ftake forthe truth, and yerwe will make great pro-
fefliontoo. 1will, fay fome,never beaPapift,&c,
whata Refolutionisthis 2 thetongue fpeaks well,
butwhac faith the Will ¢ if thae refolves not of
ir, it is nothing. If the King fet not downe his
hand to lawes, havenothingto doe withthem,
they are of none cffe@: Therefore they are faid
ta with. hold,and detaine the truth in unrighteouf

ncfie,
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nefle, Rom. 1. 18. you know you fhould doerigh- Rom 118
teoufly, but youwill not; thus you hold downs
the truth ; many.thinke to goeto heaven, and yet
buy andfell on the Sabbath day, andthinketo goe
to heaven with afleepy profeffion, and yetnever
makethis Refolution, but they are deceived.
Itisawordof Dire&ion, or Exhortationtous. s s,

Is Refolution fo neceflary ¢ isthat the way ¢ then

I tus be wife tobegin atthe rigint end. Heethat
willlivea hioly Life , muft labour for foundneffe of’
heart, the wicked had laid a net for Davids feee,
and hee had manytroubles, butwhatthen ¢ his
heart was fixed, Pfal. 57. 6.that was his botcome, Palsé-67
he held faft fetledly refolved in God ; let them
doe what they could, yetheeknew whatto do s fo

our heart will neverbe found, till your heartbee
fixed on God ; thus 2 man muftdoe, if heewill
walke holily : that of Danie/, Dan, 1.8. Many Daa 1.8
feare-intanglements woald have hindred him, but
he purpofed with his hearcto walke with God,
Ruth.1 18. When fhe {aw that thewas ftedfaftly Ruth 118,
minded to goewith her, {hee left off fpeakingto
her; as who fhouldfay , fpareyour breith, Iam
refolved of it,thehoufeftood faft, becaufe it was
builtupona Rocke,by Rccke is meanta found fer.
lingin Religion ; and he that hath this, he perfe-
vereth, eA4&. 11.23. Cleave to Godwitha decreeof A& 1139
heart, ic is not a matter of fpeculation, lertheheart:
bechere: oh,but whatfhalibecome ot life liber-
ty, children und profits If [ may havethefeand

God, then welcome ; no, afoulethatis gracious,
will nordoe thus, butit faith, If I havenotthefe,

yetmy Decreeis, God is mine,though [ diefor it,
C3 this
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this is the right way indeed,Dext.§,29. When God
grvgehe Law, bee paffed by fearfully like & flafh of fire,
here wasthe Law given with judgement,then they
fearcdandrrembled , thenevery onewouldbeca
Profeflor,and doe whatever he commaads them,
then they would heareit, and doe it: thisthey
{1y: b.toh,faith the Lord,thatthere were fucha
heartinthem | todoc as they fay, youfaywell,
thefcaregood words, butitis no hingwithoutan
heart, whereisthar {ound Refolution . ohthat
you had a heartto thefe things; that what{ocver
comes,theugh earth thake, and Devils rage, yet
having a hearcrefolved you may perfevere, and

hold gutfor ever.

2. But how [ball 7 ges this Refolution ?

4, Labour for tiwothings, that fo thoumaicft
attaine unto its

1. Iudge according tothe Word, notaccor:
dingtothe world,for otherwife you will mifudge,
and notrefolve, Pfalm.73. David judging by the
out-fide of the world, almoft tumbled and flipt:
Thercforejudgeuponthefe two grounds,

1. ludge not by friendsand neighbours, and
the like, butjudgeaccordingto the ballance of the
San&uary , judgeby the Word. It is a fine and
pleafant thing to be in honour ; yetitis butaly-
ing vanity, faith the Word , there is but one thing
neceflary, Pfal. 62.9. 10. If riches increafe, et mot
thy hears apon them jat the day of death yourriches
cannot comfort you, therefore fernot your hearts
vponthem, judge them by the Word, thatfaith,
there is but one thing neceffary,

2 Judge
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2. Iudge not by the prefent view, but by the
confequent, and confider what will beatthat day;
youthinke , liberty is fiveer, but looke notatthe
prefent 3 but the glory of a good courfe is after.
wards; marke the end, and folooke at Diwesand
Lazarus,nonewo ldbein. Lazerushis condition
now, in this life,who would notbe a Divesnow #
to goe in brave fattin, and fare delicioufly every
day ; bur looke tothe end, they both dye, and
Lazarssgoesinto eAbrahams bolome, thatis,in.
to heaven, and Dsvestohell: whether hadit thou
ratherbe Dives, or Lazarssnow? Imakeno que-
ftion, butall will fay, it werebettertobe a LaZaras
now ; fo judge of thelethings by the end,and con-
fequence, whetheris it better to ftudy the word,
and to lay downe pride,or to vaunt it,and play the
Ruffian ¢ one is praying, another is playing,which
is cafieft # theoncisnottroubled, but merry,and
that werebeft, if it would hiold; but judge by the
end, and imaginethe day of judgement came,
whether would youbethen , a brokenheart, ora

Ruffian¢ 2 Theff.1.7,8. andtoyou who are troube 2 Thefls.p 8.

led, reft withus , when the Lord Iefus fhall bee re.
vealed from heaven with his mighty Angelsin
flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know
not God, nor obey his Gofpel. God come ,and
faithto thetroubled, Refl : thouhaft been troub-
led before ever eafed ; butas for him that ruffins
it out now, the Lord lefus will come withflamin

firc invengeanceagainfthim, onwhom will Go§
take vengeance ¢ thetextf2ith,onchem thatknow
him not : Now judgcby the end, wheiher of thefe

isbeft: fay Comfeience, whetherwouldft thou bau;
| - Go
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God find thee{porting, or prayi gatthatday¢ is
jtnotbetter now to bee troubled , thenhereafter
everlaftingly to bcee confounded ¢ Iudge with
righteous judgement, itis tedious tobee with Pas/
in prifon, butit is not tedious to bee with himin
heaven; Iudge thereforeas the word judgeth,and
yee fhalinot be deluded,

9., But bow [hall | ges my beart toit ?

A. Looke upto God,and labour to fet the high-
eftprice on God,and heavenly things; and thatby
two helpes.

1. Daily fuggeft, and difcovertothineheart a
greater worth in {piritual ,then in temporal chings,
there is fome good inthefe things , but bec re_dy
to convince thy heart, thac thire is more good in
fpirituallthings: The Devill would fore-ftall the
Market, and{et a higher priceupon thifethings,
then on fpirituall 5 but labour thoute fee more
worth in Grace, thenin otherthings; whenthy
covetous heartfuith, I willber.ch,oh then prefent.
ly fay,what inheritance is there like heaven? when
thy voluptuous heait (aith, Imuft have my plea-
fure ; prefently faythou, what pleafure is there
like the pleafure the foule hath in.Chrift . look at
thofe joyes in Chrift forever ; thatisbe.terthen
all this, thisjoy ismadnefle, thus whenthefoule

would bee flealing away , offer the beft things :
would the foulehavecafe ¢ whyitis bettertobee
bound inp:ifon, thento beboundinunbeliefe; as
aman when he goestobuy 2 commodity, hecde-
firestofeethebeft things, Pfal.72.25. Whom have
Iin Heavenor Earshbut thee O Lord ? we have him
herenowinmercy,and we th.1 have him in mercy

hercafier,
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hereafter and inglory ; and what would we have
more then thisz when Satan layes difgracesand
difcouragements 1 pon good conrfes, and-alfomi.
feries and vcxations that come thereby, then be
thou ready to fhew more milery in bad courfcs
have reafons to cry downethofe crackt commo- .y fus X
ditics; and when he {aich, to burne for the Gof-

I that is a mifcrablething, then {ay thou, itis
Efu ter to burne herechen in hell hereafter. Tire
Devill faith wickedmenare bravemen, yea,and
they fhall be damned too; the Devill faith: as B
leck, thy God keepesthee from honpury butami
fiver him, if ] had ir,itmight be my deftruétion
Iam here troubled, but Ihall be for ever comtora
ted ; therefore regard not what Sacan {hall buzzd
at the eare of thy heart concerningtroubleand  ©r @
the like, butfay thev,tho gham herg tronblpd}
yet I (hall be faveds thus fer not Satanoreftall
thy heart withthefetemptations,

The nexc Pointis taken from the:nature of thio

quty g,

Come aftgrme. 3

The Lord Iefus goes befors, and isthe Captaineof Do,
his Church, Iob. 13. 4. He gogs beferehis fheepy tehuio. 4
and they followhim. Pl 7223, We thy people-Pak79.13.
and thefhcep of thy palture will prau ¢ thee, Exod, Exalryand1
13,21. The Lord was a pillat of Cloud by day,
and a pj {ar of fireby nighteo leadethem,: haywas;
a type of the Lord Iefus, who evergors befoxahfs
fervants, Jof’s.13, 14. asa Cap.aine of the Lords Tl 513,140
HoftamIcome; itwasthe Lord Iefius Chriff.

Chriftis a Cappainctwo wayes,,

D 1 By
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Redf. 1.

vfe 1.

P88

Heb.12.3.

Plakrig.i1y.

Jol 10, 6

1 By his {pirit, Ioh. 16.1;. when the fpiritof
Truth is come, he willguideyouintoallir_ch.

2 By his Word, the filver trumpet which
fpcakes openly and fecretly and the Sprricand the
wordgoct gether

Becau{t he hath moft right to it, Eph.1. 22, he
hath p.tall thingsunder his feete, Heb. 2. 10. for
it became him to make the Cupraine of theic fald
vationperfeét.

2 Heis fit for ity hee knoweswhere all the ene-
micsare, he knowes the Devill, and the heart: he
is moft wile, and moft powerfull ; he isanancient
Caprairic,and hnowes how todeliver his; hecart
goe beyond any , he hath an Iron Scepter 1o cruth
hisenem cs, Pfaf. 2,

Is Ch ift the leader of his Church? ‘Thea
foeke 2o 'hiim tpon ki occalionsy never gocinta
the ficld without a teader ; let him goewithus
Pfal.85.8. I will hearesvhat the Lordwill fiy. The
Campe gocs tothe Generall for diretion. Goe
to Chrift you doubting hearts; you fay, troubleis
comming, but fee what Chriitfaith, and follow
him ; learnc the watch.word, Hcb. 12,2, Looking
10 lefus the < Author and finifher of our faith,when
troubles come,look up tg Chrifkand {ay outeyes
are towardsthee. Oh Yookc upto Chrift to bee
guided, Pfal. 119. 125, Lamthy ervant, 0 giveme
snderfanding; fo in all weakenefle gocto Chrift
and (ay, Iam thy fervant, reach mt:tokctpcrlgq
Commardemenrs, 7of 10, 6. Slack notthy hand,

¢re. when the Gibeonites had mde aleague with
Iofbuah, all toe Nationsof the land confpireda.
gainft them,and mark whitherthey {end,vo Iofuah
to
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to Gilgal, faying, flacke not thinchand, butcome
aod help us; fo itis with apoore finner, thac hath
made aleague with Chrift, allthe rabble of Ruf
fians follow him, fathanby remptations faboureth
to mrangle him, theworld by Icoffes andreprog,
ches labours to withdraw him from Godanda
good cowmle; now fend toZefhuahtothe Campe
in Gilgal,fend 1o the Lord Iefws Chriftand (ay (lack
nocchy hatd from thy {ervant, but faveand helpg
me, Pfal.80,1,2. Give care O Shephcard;of If! palgo s,
rael, buc marke what followes, before Epbraim,
Bemamin and < Manaffes, come andhelpeus: the
meaning lyes thus, it is a phrafe takenfromthe
Children of Ifraelin Warre, 3. lay Eaftward, 3,
Weftward, 3. Southward, and the Arke inche
midlt. Now thefethrec Tribes Epbram, Benjs.
minand Manaffes, 1ay bebindethe Arke, and he
fore them Chrift rifeth, before weake finfull cyer
tures Chrift ftirres himlelfe;

It is a word of Terrour tothewicked, What 5 4,
will become of themthat come in battle artay a.
gaint Gods children witharagethatreachcethto
heaven, or rather tohell # Thofethatfay as e 4.
fbur, Hif 3. arenot my Princes altogetherKings ,
Thus he counteththeday tobehis; fojtis with
many wicked and proud men, theythickeallthe
worldistheirs; itistrue, your polit cke wifdom
is greater then thegodlies is, but poore Good man
Juch a one, and poere Goadwife, fucha one, they are
{imple, yeabut Chrift the Commander of the.
Lords Héfts incamps aboutthem; therefore let
me (peak plainly, if there be any foule in this place
guilcy of this, to that foulebe itfpoken, heisan

D3 oppofite
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Ifa_g. 13.

1 50m4-Te

oppofiteto the Lord Tefus Chraff, I3, 39,23, matk
how the Lerd takes it tohimfelfewhen HeJekiah
was {poken ill of, whom haft théureproached,
and blafphefned 4 agamft-whom hafttboulifeup
thy voyce, andexalrédthineeycs onhigh  ever
againft the loly one oft/frdel, the cforc at fuch
a ume let themknow thattlicy deale wi b a wifer
thert thewifelt of them, aed bee wilcrufhthem
hereafter if he doe not conversthemthere; yod
love Chrift you fay, but you hate hismembery
becaule they are hypocrites 5 tufh, that isafancy 5
canamanfay,llove yourhead well,andycewould
chopoff your-armes ¢ therefore heare, and feare
for cver, and let your hearts fhake and tremble,bes
caufe you -have oppofed the Lord Iefus Chrift, the
Captaine and Admirall of his Church, and won.
der with your {elves that youhve; good Lord;
that [ thac havebeen fuch an oppofite houldlive
1 Sam. 4.7, wu, wo tous, forthe great Godis
come into the Campe,  Brethren, fhall Ttell you
themeaning fic? 1he Arkwasatypeof Chrsft -
now when the Arke was broughtintothe Camp,
mark how the cry was,woc to us,for God is come
into the Campe; thefe 2 ¢ the Gods thar fene
plague afcer plague vpon Pharaok; this wasbuta
type of Chrift, Ye thereforethat fell your felves
againlt the [fréel of God, ycemakcious contem.
ners of Gods tuthandgoedacile, itis awonder
that thic great God of heavenand carth hathnow
¢onfumed you it wasthat Chritthathad ared
of lronto erufly hiseacmies whomyce have eppod
fed, theteforethinkenot Gods Children are fin2
ple, for the mpre feeble tlhcy are, the more Go_cé
g - wi
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will helpe them, Dest, 25, 17. Remember what
edmaleck did unto thee by the way, eAmalekrook
advantage of them whenthey were weake, there.
fore remember Amaleckand hee remembred him
indeed, forin 1 Sam. 15, God bid saalflay Ama.
Jeck and utterly dettroy him; Tdoubt notbut Ged
is the fame God now aseverhe was, God ruinarcs
oppofers efpecially. God faith, I remember fuch
anunoppofed me, let plagues putfue, and venge.
ance overtake him fpeedily ; God isjuft anderue,
therefore ket him thatoppofed heretotore, petfe:

cute no more now; take heed nowof medling

with Gods weake ones, for Chriftistheir Cap.

taine.

Thelaft Vi is this,namely a word of comfore, % 3.
Let the earth beeglad, and the Nations rejoyce
forever,betheir encmiesnever {o unquict,be they
what they can be, thegeis more mercy on Chrifts
part to dcliver you, thenthere is or canbemalice
on their fideto oppofe you,

Brethren, this is that whichwili ftand by you
onc day, remember Chriftis yours,/ohn6. 17,13,
19. the {earaged, night approached, and theit
hearts trembled to fee Jefus walking onthe Sca
murke whut Chrift faith, it isI; as whothould
fay, Itisa tempelt makes you fhake, burjtis Lehat
deliveryou ; the nightisdarke totroubleydusbue
I am here to comfort you: theworldis theSea!
the {oule the Shippe, miferies thetempefts and
when you fie zlichefe things threatning poverty
and anguifl, yetremember, itis [; arcthou in pri-
font Remember Iamthereto deliveryou, and
as longas C u» 15t is these o hwlpe you,

D 3 fteer

iy

lohe.19,18,15
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Micah ey

mi ,8".

fteele yo_r faces ; who would notbe a Souldier
to have Chrift hisleader and Captainc ¢ therfore
{ce and confider, there is the Lord lcfu} Chrift, he
is;nmifery to helpeana fuccour his,

Iisagreatcom- §1, In temporall afftictions.
fort in two Cales.¢2, In [piritualltemptations,

1. For thz time of temporall trouble andat-
flictions, that place is p egnant for this parpofe,
Micah 4.5, Every one willwalke inthenam, of
his God, ThePhiliftinesnadtheirgod D gon,
the1ich man walkes inthename of hisgodriches,
but marke what the Textlaich, wewillwalkein
the n.me of our God foreverand cver.  Your
good god riches will be goneinmifery and ficks
nefle, and whenyou have moft need of comfort,
where is your godrichesnow ¢ botlet uswalke
in the name of our Godforever 5 inthe name of
Chrift who lives for ever. That alfo of David
who (lew Kings for theirfakes,07 the King of Ba.
Jhan, for his mercy endureth for ever 3 how ever
milcry end. reth, yet his mercy endureth for ever.,
Therefore walke thou in thenameof thy Godg
wicked men endure ycrawhilehaling, yet mercy
endurcth for ever comforting of Gops Chil.
dlx]'gn. Lect thy hearctherefore be comforted wich
this.

2 Intemptations,youare weakeand havelittde
helpe; but have aneyerothy Leader, what ever
thy blindneffe bee, yert thy Leader canintorme
thee ; that place is marvellous {weet, 7/a. §8. 8.
Righrcoufneflefhall go beforethee,a d theglory
of the Lord(hallbethyrereward. Herethe Lord
Tefus appeares like anarmed man of Warre, hand

there
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thereare two pans in the Army,befides the body,
the Van-guard andthe Rere-ward, both thefede.
fendthebody 5 fothe rightcoufnefle of Chriftis
the Van g ard: fatan (a:th, thou haft finned,Chrifs
righteouinefle faich, I have fuffered ,nowthe righ-
tcoulnefle of Chiilt goeth before, the guiltand
punifhment thatis taken away ; confcience (aith,
thouhaftfinned, righteoufnefle {alth, Chrift hath
fuffcred. Then fecondly, thegloyy of God that
is in the Rere-ward, that is che glorious grace of
God, taken out of thatof the Romans, they were
deprived ofthe glory of God thatis,theglorious
Grace of Godthatfhulibethe Rere.ward. Saith
thefoule, finne yetpefters me, Tt is notfubdued as
it orghttobe, yea, butthegloriousgrace of God
will {an¢tific that heart of thine. Therighteoufs
nefle of Chrift is the Van-guard, the glory of
Chrift thy Rere-ward 5 there is righteoufnefle
poing before thee, and grace afterthee; there.
fore thine cnemies fhall bee fubdued, You fee
then marvelious comfort.
~ Now we come tothe nexr point, following 2!
Follow me ] thatis performe obedience tome,
Faithfull fervice and obedieice is & fokowing of Doll,
Chrift,or comming afrer bim.  His pradtice isapre.
fident to us, his aétion a copy for usto imicate,
The proofe of this pointisevident, 1 Cor. 11. 1. 1 Cor. 31014
be ye followers of me,as I am of Chriff,and there.
foie, Gen 5. 24, Ewoch was {aid to walk with God, Genug. a4
that 1s, ro-dse as God doth. The Point is of great
ufe,therefore give me [eaveto makeknowne three

th.ngs.
Firft,
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‘Mar, 5. 48.
2 Petd ge

gt Pen 3. Qe

Fitft, Inwhatwefhouldfollow Chiitt,
qHow farre wee fhoold follow
Secondly,<  Chrift,
The reafon why fervice is fol-
Thirdly, lowing of Chrift,

Forthefirlt, Namely, In what wee maft follsw
chrift.

Andthatss,

1 Partly asheis God.
2 Partly as heisMediatour.
- 3 AsheisMan
1 will caft it jnto two conclufionswhich difs
cover, 1. Inwhatwe multfollow Chrift,as he
is God. 2. In whatwe muft notimitate our Sas
viour.

1. We muft know thereare (ome inward pro,,
pertics in Godthat thecreature cannat imitate the
like. No creature cancreate, or be.Infinite or the
like, and it is blafphemy to thinke it.

2. There be-other qualities that God doth vouch-
fafe to leave animpreffionof inthe creature, and
the creatureis faid to imitate God therein, be ho-
ly as God is holy; and becmercifullas Godis
mercifull ; but theScripture doth not {ay,imitaze
God in Infinitencfie, Matrh.5.48. 2 Pet. 1. 4.2
manmuftbe partaker of the divine nature of Gody
the Lord is holy, and patient, becthou {o too.
Expreffe the vercues of God,asthat 1 Pet.z.9. and
therefore wemuft and oughttoimitate Chrift. A
chriftian hould folive, asmen might fay, God is
holy, forhis Saintsarc holy.

2 Looke ar our Saviour as hee is Head of the

Church,there we muft be like himinthree :hin%o',
s
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asa Propher,as aBriclt,asa King. He was4 Pro.
jphet to teach others, fo flrould we be,daily ¢ndes-
vouring to inftiLét and teach our families. Hee
was a Prieft to offer facrifice, and fo.thoildwee,
to powre out our foules for others in prayerty
God. He was a Kingto fubdue {inncand fathan,
Revel, 1.5, Hehath madeus Kingsand Priefts co
God he Father. chriftisthe Kiug of his Church
fowe haveapart of hisoffice, Hewasa Frieft,fo
arc we made fp.rituall Priefts; He was a Propher,
{o-are we m de fpiricuall Prophets,  Chrsff hath
made us Kings to domincere over our bafe di-
ftempers and cormptions ; we thould be Prieits to
offer out {elves foulesand bodizs asa living facri-
ficeandacceptable, &om.12.1. inallchafe we inuf
imitate Chrift,

3. Lookcatthe Lord Iefus ashe was eMan,ind
whatever he did, ashe was a24n, wemuft (when
the like occalionis offered ) docthe fame, he be-
ing a child obeyed his Parents; if thoubcelt-a
cnild, thou muft doe fo too; Hehumbledhim-
felfe, (o doethou; heufed no guile, docthou fo
likewile. Looke in whatrelationthou artinchat
he was in, docthouashe did.

How farre may wee goe in imitating Chrift¢
thatalfo isto be fcanned.

Three particular Rules will make it evident.
Youmuftimjrate CArif# inallthofe things formet.
ly mentioned, yau are Kings theny if you are
Chriftians, you are Kingsoverallyourfins,

Objedd, But isit poflibleto crufhevery diftem-

er
P eAnfw, Lookasit was withChriff, helay three
E dayes

Rev.elt 1.

Rom. 13 1,
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dayesunder the power of thegrave,but herofd a:
gaine ; fo it may bee with'thee; theviolenceaf
fathan may kecpe thee under, but thoufhalrgé
the-better, having greater: care to mafter thefe:
though- the ftone- of hard h:artednifle he iolled
over,yctthou fhaltrife againe. Thuswemuttdo,
iz a5 13. 22, Devid bad a hearras Gods bearne,
how # In that he did all hiswill. Thoumuftnot
patch, but labour ro fubdueall.

2, Wee muft not doe it Vaiverfully only, but
Sincerely, Ir is not poflibleforafianer tocometo
perfeétion of exactneflé ; but what he cannot do
in cxa&nefle,he will doe in fincerity. A Scholler
cannot write {o well as his copy, but hee will imi.

Ichyg.308,50. tate his copy, Iohn:5. 0. {ohn 8,50, I fecke not
my will, bust the will of my Father ; {othe willof
God thould carry a faithfu!l foule, he will not feek
his ownewill, but Gods will 2.Chron, 35, 2. <A.
miziah did that which was good in'the fighit of
the Lord, but iot witha perfeét heart.

3. Wee muft follow him Conffamtly, Notby
fits and ftaris; No, thefe aguifbfitsarenothirg;
if you belong to Chriff younuft doeit conftantly.,

Nomb. 1424 Thus it was laid of Caleb, Numb.14.34. the Text
faith, he followed God fuly; fo itmuvft béewith
thy foule, thou muftfoilow G opfo, thatthou
mayft attainc theend of thy hope. Thus ¥river-
Jelly, thus Sincerely, thus Conflantly, thoumuft fol-
low Chrsft in.the former Conclafiohs.

Reof: 1 Becaufe they have the fame fpirit that Chrif?

yoms.xz. hath, Rom, 8, 13. (Ifshe fims fpiris tharraifedup

Chriff from thedead beein you, &c.] Lookewlidt

fpizitis in Chriff, thefameisintheSaints.
2. They
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3. They huyve-the fame law andwill to dge Reef 2.
them, ler.31.33. 7 will put my law into sheiy bearts, 15133
as it is {aid of our Saviour, 7t u ém mine hiart to doe
thywill, Pfil.40 8. Sothe Saints having che fime Pak428¢
Rulecoguidethem,the (ame fpirit toinable them,
they mult ncedshavethe{ame courle. Lookeas
it is with two Clockes that have the{clfe ame
poizes,and the felfe tame wheeles;they will drike
both together, o it is withthehearrof a Chri.
ftian,the fpirit of Chriftis the poize of the heart,
and his grace the wheele, therefore he performes
dutieslike chrift,

Let us learneapoint of wifdome howto carry Uf#
our felves. Rememberwhois your Leader. Sée
the Lozd icfus going before you, n dthengoeon .
comfortably. Youknow what Gidean{aid, Tudg. thiz 44,
7. 13« Looke upon mee and doe likewsfe : So Chriff
faith, how ever hebe inthe heavens, yet he fpeaks
outof his word, Look ve me and doe likewife. [ was
meeke, let the fame mindebeinyou. Youknow
what she Pfalmilt (aith, 7 have fes the Lordalwayes iy, 46. 3,
before metheword is inthe originall, [ have eqral-
led him with my eye. Sofee clrift,equallhim,
and ftep no fartherthen hegoes before thee.

0b. But thisis marvelloushard ; whar, tobe o0&,
fetrerd to nothing but the thoughts of Chrift; how
irkefome s this?

Sof, It is no mateer of bondage ; itisliberty, So
Tohn 5.9, The Sonne can doe nothing but whas hée Ioba ge1ps
Jeeshthe Fasher dog ; was this the mind of our Sa-
viaur ¢ let thefamemindebeinyou. Le: cverﬁ
one fay, I can doe nothing but that which
(rifi doth before mee; and in 9Y our-a&i-

E s ans,
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weft,
gnfw.

0je&,
Sol,

Vress.

ons, let thisbethe queftion, would (/riff doefa 2
'then Wiu Is

Bus how [hall I {eaxnathe will of God ?

In approving that which thall heacceprableto
God, Eph.s 10. Scethe pi larof fire, thatis,the
word of God,gocb foreyon, Wouldyouknow
whether you may buy,, erfell, or bowle onthe
Sabbath day ¢ Aske,would the Lord Jefus bowle,
or buy, or {cll, onthe Sabb th day ¢ Would hee
dropinto Ale houfgs 2 And if thouknowe(t thefe
things and wilt nocreformethém, thouwalkeft
n> inthe wayesof Chriff.

But we are weake and feeble.

Then plucke up thofe feeble hands,. bee not
{luggithy-but prefle on as farre aschon'cantl; and
lookeupto.Chriff. The childihacknowesnotthe
way to the market,when he is weary, he crigs, {a-
ther, father, leade mce, and chen his father takes
himand carryes him inhis armes.  Ohyoulitde
ones ! you younglingsin Chriff , goe asfult asyou
can; follow your fathéry what ¢hriff did per-
forme, doe you ; do not goe away, and {ay I-can-
not pray ; haft thouthe Spititot Chriff, and canlt
thou doe nothing wi h it¢ endeavour whag.you
youcan; and whenyou cannot, feeketo heaven,
and cry,my father helpeme; eallonyou: Fa her,
and he wil carry you on Eagles wings,and thorgh
you-have potthenability, youavillhave iqafter.
wards. He thaeis freein diy, willbe thebetier
abletodoit. Enguire whichway (i wene,and
goc that way tothy everlafting comfort;

Itisa word of Exeminatjon: Hetewemay fee
whether we follow Chrifforpp. Thercfore exa-

mine
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mine your felveswhetheriebefo with youornog
whether we follow thefleps-of Chriff vhesewee,
may {ee whether we beChriftiams orno; ifa man
ould call youan Infidel,you would bevery ah«
g1y ; but nowtryyourfelfe. See, if youfollow
cprift  if not, you areno Chriftians, /udg, 13,6, ludg 114
try as they did when they cameforfpiesy they
were thus tryed by the word Shibboleth, they pro-
nounced it Sibbolesh,and fo were found out; and
there fell forry twothoufand of them. | Soevery
manstongue difcovers him, Trie thyfelieby fin.
céreobedience ; canftthoufp:akethelanguage ok
Vasver(all Obedience ? if not, you .are not true
Chrillians. This word Sbibbeleth will d.fcaver
you ; can you walkeasClrift difd; thenyoudrea
Chntian: butif you fay Sibbeleth,and have a lif-
ping profeflion, then youvare no-Chriftians, Set
you: hearts at eafe, youwere never true followers
ot C/mift, And here are three forts to bee cx«
cluded. T
1. See what will become of thofe thar fex 5
th mfelves in defperate oppolition againft G b o
fuch asareencmie, tothe Lorddefus, Rewel, x 2. p Rev. 1373
And there was warre inheaven, Michaelapdhis
Angels foughtagainfbthe Dragon, andthe Drg.
gonand his Angelsfought, ¢re. Michaelis Chrifly
and his fervaats, they fuffer: The Dragon s the
Devill,and his intcumenisthey perfeeite, Now
onhi ideyeube, wholeSouldicrsyoube, Paul
di limany things contrary tothe LordTefus, AG3.2 6, 485 259
9. hce oppofed his{ervants; and if thou docfo,
thau art one of the Dragons fervanrs; thou art
nocafollower, buta perfecutor of she LordIefue, a
E ; fighteg



30

The (hriftian Leffon

}zatrh.t.ly;

b .40,

fighter againlt C/riff,newent notthar way, Doft
thou oppofe the power of the word whenasitis
preached ¢ then thou hateftand perfecuteft Chrif,
and att no follower of him. The word faith, It
was of Ghriffs hearttodoe hisfathers will, thar is
the good and ancient way ; canft thou walkein
this-¢ but if chou faift thou wilt not walke in
it, it is cleare, thou art nofollower of Chriff,
2. Apoltates,and Back-fliders,Pfal.78.9. The
Children of Ephraim being harnelled and cary-
ing bowes, turned them back in the day of battle ;
fo men foifake Chrift being armed withbowes,
that is, with Go o s Ordinances; They follow
(hrift fo farre as they may kecpe con piny with
calc,liberty, and their pld lufts ; they will tollow
Chrifl to the Crofle; andif he willcome downe
from the Croffe, they will follow him; like De-
mas they will follow Chrift-{o long astheir plea-
fure lafts, <Hasth. 8,19, one cameto Chriff and
faid, I will follow thee whitherfoeverthougo-
elt ; wilt thou faith Chrift s then thoumuttfareas
thou findeft ; thebirdshavenefts, andthe Foxes
holes, but the Sonne of man hathnot whereto lay
his head; and when he heard this,he wenthis way,
we heareno more of him. Somany nowadayes
{eemeto be great Profeffours, but whentimesare
dangcrous, then farewellall profeffion, Menin.-
dent with the Gofpell,ang if the word pitchthem
higher, thenthey fayas they Zobn 6. 60. thisisa
hard faying, who can abideit? What{oftrict¢
To be pintonedto fonicecourfes: What never
take up a giy fathion, but alwayescreepeintoa
coinery to dery a mansfclfe, witha com;ianyhof
cather
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leather coate Chriftians, and towalkebyfuelra
firctule? ohthisisa hardfaying. Buttheycan
follow their fathions, and courfes of the wotld,
and yet would be Chriftians, and followersof
chriff. Chriftians? away withthem; fhewme
but one footftep of Chrift ut thiclr courfes ; furehe
never went thar way, Shew me thatevér chriff
fivore faith and troth, fhew mee where (hrift
faid, you muft not Le pureand fingular : bur mcft
fhunne the Ruritan Cut, It wasmeate and drink
to-him to doc his fathers will ; and thon.are weary
of it, Now thou artan Apoftate, and nora fol.
lower-of Chrift,

3. Such as doe openly profefle, but fecretly
wotkagainft the Gofpell, that howfoever they are
not back(liders, yettheyare workers of Conlpi-
racies in fecret:: With [udaskiffe Chriff, and kill
Chrift , fir ac Table with him and betray him,thefe
are cunning hypocrites, thatprofeffeand betray
Chrift ; for they havetheirlufts and {ecretrhannts,
Job 213.17,18. they 3y tothe Alm'ghty, depart Ibaaay, 18,
from us, the counfel]l of the wicked is farre from
'me. The counfell of the wicked is-a fecreepur.
pofe to depart from the command that croffern
their corruptions, The covetousman WillHave
his wealth, there is 2 con(ultationin the affecti-
ons, he willratherrefolveto beunjuft and finfull
Yhen to part from hisweal h, if encthould (hew
obedience to the King,and andthet fhould prove
to his face thar hehathplottedtteafdn, ivwould
beatrodbleto hin; fowllyoube called follow.
ersof Chraft? wharif It boproved yonareacon.
fpiratotir asainft-Chrift 7 Gallconfeience, It-wilﬁ

tc
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tell you,your hea ts nave oftenfaid, (halll torfake
the comforgs of tacworla,loveandhonour Ng,
1 will noty > Sayyouptherwife? butweewilide.
terqune it fo,; arrargne thar man, let him be han.
.ged, drawngand quartered tora Traytour, and
aota rucfollowerof &hrifl,

Hergyveefeg . iltian profeflion muft beeac-
companied with painc andlsboug;itis hardto fol.
low Chrifl, Followme,itis no; [tand, and Yooke on
me, Mep are Neuters new a layes, which-fland
and feewluchiideis vet, andthetetlicy wilibe,
INo, tu, you muit march couragioufly ; Profef-
fion is marching, not {ccing, and faying what
acwes; but you muft goe augp with God againft
themighuy; <aurh, 245, they faid Chrif fhould
be bornein-Bethleem, butfollowed nottheS ar;
fo maoy flecpy profeflours fay, the times are dan-
geroas, but follow not the Starze.

It isaword of Exhortation. Who would not
be a Chriftian2 who would not be aRecainerto
Chrift 2 A houtchold fcrvant to Chriff ? gocon
couragioufly. The'world hath three motivesto
drawthings. Honour, Profit, Pleafure ; Now all
thefc are here. )

1. It is Honourable, a man fhall doe as his ma,
fter doth, Alervantwould notbea Scullian, but
if his Mafter fhou'd fay, you(hall doe,as Idoeshe
capnot have more honour. So you fhail doebug
as Ckrift doth, to bearehis colours; the world
thinkes thefe filly fimplicians,poore peafunts, it is
pot & -Gentlemans [pirit. I tell you,they arethe
greateft puiffantsinthe world, Pfal.45,16. whom
thonmayeft make Princes.ovetalithe carth, Every

one
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one in Chrifis Campeis aPrince 5 therefore who
would not be Chrifts follower for fuch honour ¢

. 2. Itis pleafant and comfortable. You fhall
fare as Chriftfares, all roft.meate, Iobn 14. God
will come and {up with them that follow him.
There are no wants, but Rivers of pleafures and
delights; the fame d inties that Chrift hath, the
peace of God that pafleth all underftanding 5 the
joy of the Holy Ghoft,theloveof God, allthefe
are in us; bug it is notfo withthewicked ; the
Devil] holds his drudges to hard mcate; the A«
dulterer hach his pleafure, and his conlcience flies
in hisface, The wicked are the devils hackneyes 4
he hackneyes adrunkard tothe Ale houfe, anda
proud heart to hell, and then at his death-bed
dealcs as men with their hackney horfes; ride
them all day, and then at night tuzne them out
with galled backs. So he hackneyestlie wicked
all their life, and at theit death he turnesthemeo
hell with galledconfciences, Butas forthe god.
Iy, it is not fo withthem, but peace uponall that
walke after thisrule,Gal. 6.16. you thatareled
by Go o fhall have peace with him ; you that
warre for Chriff, fhallhavethe fpiritand comfort
of Chrift,

3. The profit that comes by this isbettcr and
greater then all other.  The wages will make a-
mends forall; Aarth. 19.27. what fhall we have
who haveforfakenall¢ I promifeyou agreat All,
a company of rottenboates,and tome nets, Yet
mark whatChrift an{wers, he willnotdye intheir
debt. Tou fhall it with me 1 my kingdeme,andjndge
the twwebue sribes of Ifrael, Rejoyce all yee tl’llﬁt

3 walke
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walke with God,ye fhall havean cvcrlaﬁinﬁking.
dome,and fhall condemaethe wicked, condemne
thofe prophane drunkards, and curfed (wearers,
whom you have before reproved, and who have
defpifed you. Oh whata happy conditiotiisthis #
you fhall bee perfecuted, that isfharpe fawceto
your meate 3 but whatof that¢ arich crowne of
glory and immortality is layd vp foryouin the
richeft place, in thehighelt heavens, 2 Tim.4.7,
Paalhadfought a good fight,but a crowne ofglo.
ry was kayd up for Pan;and not only for him,but
for allthefouldicrsof Chriff,thatlooke forhisap.
pearance. The Lord fends me to preflea Dedo-
rab, Iudg. 5. her heait was with thofe that were
willings bee encouraged therefore brethren to
come, you {ce your Captaine, you feeyour con.
dition : oh fay then, we will be {ouldiers, thenre.
folve with Zoflaa, 1 and my houthold will ferve
the Lord. Away withthat almof besug a Chriffian,
As eAgrippa faid, when Paul preached to himg
thou haft, faith he, perfwaded me, almof tobeca
Chriffian. Oh faith Paut, Iwould,thou wert nog
almoft,but akogether as Tamexcept thefebonds,
So many would beealmoftChriftians; butBre«
thren, doe you refolve upon the matter ferioufly,
and be Chriftiansaltogether. If onebeina géod
family, kappily hewill withhis friend there alfo 4
fo you that {ee what itisto follow Chrift, oh-wilh
otherstoir. Maveyouany friendsthataredeare ?
Oh you teaxer Mothers, would you havethofe
Ntle onesfaved® oh bring themup hither,traine
them up to be fouldiers of Chrif, jtis admirable
deingherew  Oh busbands and wives,youhavea
care
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care to leave Legaciesto yourchildren, Would
you have them rich and honourable # Thenbrin
them up in following Chriff, that is beftof all; bi
adieu to all finnes and lufts, and cometo Cér:!;ﬂ.
Now who are thofe that ofterthemf{elves 2 who
are true fubje@s # Who fubfcribes to this invita-
tion¢ you feethchonour, the profit,the wages,
therefore bee followers of your Saviour, that
you may bee everlattingly bleffed by our Savie
our.
Buthow may we doeit ¢ 2,
The Meanesaretwo, nfiv.
P Deny flee.
2, Take vp Croffe,
Op:n, 1. Whatis meantby fclfe,
2. Whattodeny felfe,

1. Whatisfelfe? Dnef,

When a man placeth 2 kindeof fupremacy ot A-ﬁ:.
excellency in himfelfe, orany thing heedothor
hath befides Chrift 5 wherein{oever we place fuf.
ficiency or excellency befides in Chrift, that is
{elfe, This isthat which troublesall people,world
andfelfe doe every thing, and nothing well.

There are foure felves.

1. A maps life, forthatisthebeft thingin na.
ture. This is Natwrall Selfe ; A man ndturilly
makes life the chicfeft good, skin, for skin, and &
will aman give for bislife, (A s 19. 31, They de- za, e
fired Pas/, that hee would not adventure him-
felfe to goe into the Theasre, this is naturall
felfe.

2. Thereis a cerrupt felfe. Corruptions creeps
in upon the heart and fivay and fhew foveraigne

Fa poweg
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power there, for they command nothing butit is

obeyed. Thus coveroufnefle, loofenefle, and

prophaneneffeit felfe. Itiscovetous, and malici-
aus {o farre as I am over-powred vvith it, For the

Adul:erer that{eckes to obey his luftsmuft needs

fecke to obey himfelfe, becaule hee is uo-
der the command of his luf.. So pride is ¢fperial.

ly felfe, felfe prayes, p eachedch, profeffeth; all

felfe,thatis{inne, and corruption, /ude 18, who

walked after their lufts,theirowne felfe.lying and”
{clfe-fvvearing, Rom.16. 18. they ferve their

owne belly, their bafe glutcony was their {clfe,

they ferved it. So every ruling finneisa corrupt

{clfe,

3. Abilities of gifts or learning which Gob
gives, 1call it Morall, or Civill felfe., Common
graces are {clferoa civill man, becaufe he conats
them the beft things hec hath, 2 Cor.4.5. wee
preach not Qurfelves, faith Pau/; foamanmay
preach felfe whenhe preachethlearniog itis prea-
ching felfe. Meelearned, and me judicious, &c;
So inconference, he vvould haveit knovvnc that
he is learned,and full of knowledge, that is felfe.
So an hypocrite will pray wiih others,and got a.
lone,thisisfelfe-praying.

4. A manmay make even his graces and [piri.
tuall abilities felfe, when aman prankes up him-
felfe, and expects [omething from grace, thisisa
gracious felfe, He makes gracea God, herefts
on that, noton Chrift ; the heart claps itfelfeon
the backe by this, and faith I candoe fo andfo,
and expe@ to be faved, the having of thefe pro-
perly is notfelfe, butwhenthefoule fets a fupre-

macy
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macy and excellency inthefe; whenamanwill
docany thing for life, lufts parts,gifis,graces,and
makeas it were 1dols of themn, and worfhip them,
Now all thefe muft be denyed ; and caft fucha
man into the Sea, hewillthiftfor himfelfe well
enough Twarrant you,
Wnat ja it to deny onr felwves ? Qwefh.
The phrafeimplyesthreethings, Anfwy
1. When the {oule renounceththe fupremacy
and authority of all thefe fouye felves,calts offthe
yoke as not its rule, whenitfhakes off altthefc,
as having nothing to doewithit.
2. When itdothnot acknowledgeany fulnefle
in them tobelieve whatthey promife: as when fin
{ecmes pleafant, and ability fcemes good,then the
heart faith, itisnotinthem,thereis nofuch mat.
terythereisnothing inthem that can give any con-
tent to the foule; the foule faith, itis norto bee
had in thefe,
3. Thefoule refufeth to befubjet to, or work
for any ofthefe asits Mafter, 1 Cor, 6.19. yeeare ; Cor 619
70t your owne, nes yowr [elves, Jts not in our au-
thority to doe what we will : not what Selfe will,
but what the Lord will, The phrafc is taken from g
fimilitude,whena manrenouncethto beunderthg
government of another, I will normeddle with
i¢; faith hee, this isto deny a thing: thusthefoule
deales with Sé/fe, and faith, the Lord onely hath
authority overme, and fhall command me, Mot 1h, Mwivaé 7
26 72. Peter dinyed Chriff withan oath, that hee
kanew not the man, that is,Cbrift is not my Mafier,
Iknow himnot; Sothefouletaithto Selfe, when

intimeof perfecution life pleades, and faich, what
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fhall become of me, thefoulefaich, Tknowthee
not,thou atenot my Mafter.If luft tempts the foul,
an{wer I know wot my-finye, I knownet theman. Co.
vetoufne(le bids fell on the Lords day ; but che
fouleanfwers I know not covetoufhefle ; fo Piide
{.ith, why fhould I endure this or that injury :

- Why fhould hee fpeake againft me, ¢ ¢ then

faiththe foule, what care I for gain-faying, I kuew
ot pride,Hofea 14.3. Afbur fhullnot fave us,but
with the Zordvye [hall inde:mercy ; thisistodes
ny Selfe.

The points thenaretwo. |

A mans (elfe naturally is a God to his foule,
Forwhy elfefheuld Cu r 1 sr lay thisweighton
them ; as who fhouldfay ; looketoir, for it will
crowde inro dive.{e duties, this Pope-like fin will
rovy in every mansboate, it would be univerfall
in every eftate, ohthis felfeisin every man, and
{wayesthere, Therefore our Saviour gives cauti-
on concerning this, towhichweare {ubject. But
the laft,namely, the graciousfelfeis not{o much
intended here, though thisbe too. But efpecially
the three former arehere intended, Pfal.12.4.. Our
songues are our owne, who [hallbeoverv's ¢ the wick.
ed{toutitoutagainft God,and vvill haveno other
God then their ownefelves, Reproofe fhall not
controle them, our tongues areour evvoe, Wee
will hold our old courfe ftill ; tellusnot of fwea.
ring, we vvill (weare ftill, Marsh.15.6. The Scribes
made Traditions the Rule,and themfelves gods
and thercby madethe command of God of none
effe@, thar is, Vnlordedthem, and lorded it over

them, Conceits muftrule,fer.2.31. Weare Lords,
we
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wee will come no more ar thee. Aswho thould fay,
thou thinkeft to command us, butthy comman
fbhall not prevaile s thus they lordit,and wvillbe
gbove God and his commands, thisistobeagod
to himfelfe, 1Pes. 4.1,2, 3. they walke afterthe y pesaa,ug,
w Il of the Geassles,not what God will, but vwhar
a Geatiles corrupt heart yvill command, thae is
done: thusyou idle perfons, and fuch as follow
pleafures, and Cards, and Dice, onthe Sabbath ;
God f 1bidsyou, but youwill have them, Wher+
fore they be your Gods ; and unleflt yo ur vvill
be fatisfied, youfall out with heavenandeareh,
andall ; this felfemaft bee dewyed,

Becaufe every naturall man feekes in himfelfe Redt ¥
and from himfelfe help in what¢ver he doth; he
expeds helpe from fomething of hisovvse, and
this is ore part of that Deity the foule potsupoa
felfe, andmakes Selfea God, Ifaxo.13  bymy wif2
doms 1 bavedameit 5 he thinkes yvith hiswifdome
and powertodoeall. His avvn poweris his God
he is fufficientto doe It,and vvhocan croffeir. Ha
thinkes, no God can command him,but thinks he
can doe vvhat he plealeth, Danm, 4.307 Nebuchad.
#c2 ars vanns of Babell, wuhich hehad buile, when
he had gone upinto his Tower, hedoth notfay,
is not this Babel vvaich God hathbuile, buthee
fath, is not this great Babelyvhich1havebuile ¢
he thor ghthehad allche povver in himfclfe,ther-
fore after, whenheevvashumbledby God, and
had beene fenr outagrazing among(ithe heaftsa
while CGod made him fee,  Hee wasthe worker
7er. 34, Be (ave then, Goddidvvhathevvould, Vergu
bue he-shosptitbefore, ik vas in hisawnahang_;

RN e 141 140 )+
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thisisto bea God ; andthisis.inthe heart of eve.
ty naturallmare  Life, Lufts, Parts, arethethree
Gods intheworld,and in mens hearts. Drunken-
neffe fvvayes the Drunkard 5 {vvearing is the
chiefe.commander over the black mouth’d fwea.
rer, themany of the rich man is his commander.,
The vvord of Gadfiith, Thou thalt not have this
and that ; butthe heart (airh,I muft have it fo,and
wvill haveitfo; anditmuftbefo; thusr.chmen
wi)l dog vvhat they lift; becaufe they arcricher
then others - thus Richesis cheir God, andthey
make it the firltcaule,and their commander,
Asmen doe expectall f om themfelves, {o they
ayme at themfelvesin whas everthey doe; they
raake their osvoe perfpns the endwef theiracions
they doehomage tof¢lfeand finne, and lookenot
tothcobeying of God ; fo everything is wrought
for a mans felfe;Gen.11.4. they would build them
a'Tovverto getthema name They vvould build
itas Authors of itthemfelves ; and thentheend,
to ger themfelvesanames So felfe wasinall that
they did, andaymedat. SoDan.4.30. Nebushad-
mezzaer did build Bebel far the honour of hisname,
TFhus he made him{¢lfea God inbuilding of ity
anda God inthe end,and aime of ir; heeworkes
all ot himf{elfe and forhimiclfe. Thusmenmake
themf{elves gods;asall Rivers come fromthe Sea,
and flow th theragaine, fo wethinke, allis done
for uys and by our%elves. Itismy parts, my gifts
and my ctedit, allismine, andallfelfe. Man
Selfe-lovers,that in the time of Queene Marymade
a deryallof God,and finned agaipft Conf{cience
284 ogainft Natue, and all for felfes fake. ! Iedd
becaule
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becaule their God, Life and Safery commands ite
So againe afterwards in Quecne EliJabeths time,
thenthcy would turne againe, and fay all is well:
thus 2 naturall. man is nothing bue (elfes foitisin
cvery particular.
Becaufe men naturally being bliade, doecon- Reafom 3,
ceive theirowne credic and excellencie to be the
chiefeft good ;and this is the maine caufe why we
make our felves our Gods. eAaam fell forthis, he
would faine bea God ; man being next to God,
and isthe chiefeft good of all other creatures, and
fees all other creatures are inferiour to himn, and
therefore the foule of man being the chiefeft good
next God, and fo miffing of the right God , he
makes that which he conceived to bethe beft, his
God, thatis, {elfe : thisis the realon: God-felfe is
beft acxt to the God of heaven: foa man fetsup
Sclfe above all, and it will be &« God. When
there was no King in Ifracl, every man did what
was goodin hisowne eyes; whea there was no
King to rulethem, then every manwas his owne
King ; foevery manis hisowne God. Epbef2.12. Ephags.
the tex faith, They walked withous God in the world,
as the Prophet faid, 4sthy cities are, [0 are thy gods,
O Indsh,Ier. 3, 28. So, as thy finnesare, {oare chy Ier.3a8
Gods, O thou wretch. God-Covetoulnefle,God-
Selfe, God-Pride isin every thing ; the creature
miffing of Godsfufficiencie, will make hisowne
felte {ufficient; and miffing the commanding God,
he will command him{elfe.
Itis a word of laftruction ; Here we fee why  pfeq.
wicked mens heartsare {o oppofite tothe word
of God, andarefo tmtél;alcd atit. Itis bccaufggs
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God of heaven by the word would pluck away
thele Duoghill- Gods: heace comes an uproarein
thetowne and family,here is the realon,he would
s#ke away their Gods,Iukg. 18.24.. Jer, 2. 11, Hath
any nation changed their Gods, dre. They will not
change their Gods, but maintaine them till 5. and
can you blame them that they maintaine their
Gods? Sonow whenthe God of heaven comes
by hisword, and plucks at God-Covetoulnefle,
and God-Pride, and God. Lufts, Oh Labans Gods
a ¢ going, he muft needs purfue them. So Deme-
17w his God- Covetoulne(Te was going,as well as
Diana,thereforehe ftood ftoutly forit. Great was
his covetoulnefle , the Texe faith, Great was the
profit that came to him by Dians, the profic was
that that ftuck in his Romack, and therefore he
ftood for Diana. And this is therealon why drun-
kards raile at the Minifters, Ohthe cup is plick-
ing from their rofe, they would haveth.ir God
Bacchus ill, and therefore they are up in armes to

‘maintaineir. If anEnglifh man (hould goetothe

French King, and pluck off che Crowne from his
head, doeyou thinke there would not bz an wp-
roare? So when the King and God Selfe isun-
crowned, Oh what an uproare is there to maine
taine the Godhead of Corrup.ion! Hence the
power of the word is very troublefome tothem;
Oh they cry out they are undone. f4dz.18. 24,
Micah thought, God could not but blefle him
when he had a Leviteinhis houfe; butwhen the
Danntes carry away his Piieft and his Gods too,
he followesthem, and cryes out very much; and
they aske bim why he did {o ¢ {aith he, You hla::

taken
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taken away my Gods , and aske youme what {
aile # They were his Gods, and he was the God.
maker: foit isinthe world, whea the God.Sin,
and the God.Selfe is packing away from them,
then they play Micab, cry aftertheir Gods, and
they muftby force be carried away , orelfe they
will not be [uffercd. Ir grieves the drunkard to
part with his God ; thisis the reafon, why they
cry out {o 5 Oh thefe bafe coutfes are their Gods,
and youtake them away ; that is the reafon of all
their ftirre, |

Icteacheth Selfe-Seckers, whatto expect from
the hand of the Lord: wiz, The fiercenefle of his
difpleafure, the heavie hand of hiswrath; and in-
dignation, for heisa jealous God of hishonour ;
and what greater wrong ¢an youdoe, then ad-
mire Selfe, and contemne God ;5 to preferre the
gifebefare the giver, to preferre life before God,
abd ro let finnejuftle God out ot his throne, if we
could; and{o fer up 2 company of idolls2 nay,
what greater dithonout can you doe to God, then

to advance lnft, and Deifiefinne, andler G dbe

negleGad 2 Hosvdares a poorecrexutedoe this .
1 iepoe enoughto havechele, butte thruft God
out by them 2 How fhall Godbeare and endure
this at yourhaiidse Dawn. g §1. While Nebuchad.
nezzar was yaunting him{elfe, God fear himpac-
king to graze among the beafts. Whar, ftrike
gt the Almighty .y What, none effe. Oh the
wrathof God will beuponthee, whiletBou are
fo doing, and he will make thee {fee God is God,
and hewanely d5'¢a be worlhipped, A4 12.-23.
While Herod was admiring himfelfe thd Loid
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fentvermine to devoure his carcafle 3 and he im-
mediatly died like a2 beaft as he was. As if the
Angel fhould have faid, Isic pood now to be 2
God ? veageance came prelently from heaven.
Oh youthat be finfull, and will ftll fell, and talke
vainly onthe Sabbathday, and fi: pracing at your
doores ftill: Oh God will come and puth downe
all thele idolls of yours; yea, when you thall
howle to him for helpe, he will fend youtothem
forhelpe 5 all you profane diunkards, and corled
{wearers, the great God of heaven will come
downe, and pluck away all your Gods herey and
the Lord will bid yougoe to your idollsfor help,
andthenthey willleave youinthe lurch 5 and un.
lefle you leave them, God will fend youand them
to hell. Exod. 12,12, Pharaoh wasaftout-hearted
man, and cared not for lehovah,; bur God faith, I
will {mite him, and execute my fierce wrath upon
allthe fir@t-borne in Egypt. Moféstoldhimy Jebs.
vah commanded it, but faith hehe, What care I
for Iehovah? 1 know him not: but marke what
followed, God plagued him afrerward foric. If
there be any Pharaok inthis Congregation, let him
know, the Lord willmakehim ftoope ;and he will
pluck away all your idolls from you. Doe you
thinke, he will be juftled out of his throne ¢ No,
.00 and that you fhall know one day.

If 8 man will be.my Difeiple, let bim Wany. Bims
Jlfes

Selfe-deniallis & fpeciall, meames o miake.ns Difcia
ples of Chrift,
This
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Thisistheway we muft walk in, we mufthave
no other Lord then Chrilt § and then, comeafter
Chrift, or elfe no following of him : but Denying
allymakes & found Diftiple,

This truth is made knowne in three particutars,
Our {afety;fufficiency and the like muft all be laid
downe, before we can be Chrifts Difciples, Our
if_cll"c, life, and ajl, muttbe laid downe at Chrilts

ect,

1. Wemaltlay downe felfe, 4. 15.46: Itis
a-commendation to them, that they hazarded
their life for Chriftto doe'what he would with
them. 44, 21. 14. He had in a readinefle, not
onc¢ly tobe bound, butto die for the. Gofpell of
our Lord Iefus Chrift 3. as wha thould fay, W hat
thou wilt Lord, life, or wealth, or whatthou wile,
it is here, Lord take it. I will lay it downeat
Chrifts feee, Philip, 3.30. Epaphrodisps was com
mended: forthache was nigh unro death, not re.
garding life, butgave up himfelfe s fo muft-we,
give up our felves, notregarding life, orany cop-
ceited excellencie of wit, learning, underftand-
ing, &c. allmuttliainthe duft : a mpp muft be'a
foole, that hemay be wile. 2 Cer, 10. 5. Cattin
downeimaginations, and every thing thatexaltet
icfelfe, and bringing into captivity gvery thought
unto theiobedience of Chrift. You (ay,I wil never
beare this, Ohvyoumuft down wichthefe, they
aretzeafon ible thoughts,& muftbe captivated:fo
allo ourwills,they muft down, God will not have
you women, totake up thefe vaine fafhions, you
muft deny them all, £6/.9.6,Q2ith Pas/, Lord,what
wilethou faveme ta dor I wil doany thjog,} will

G3 lay

4
Aao’ fol‘

AlaLig

$Contag,
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Matth 139,

lenah 1«

Jonah a.

lay downce any thing: you muft not have your
wills, butlay downeall at Chrifts feet ; and thoy
that wik not lay downe every luft for Chritt,hale
never have him. Chriftprayed,that ifit were pofs
fible,that cup mighe pafle from him, but he would
have his Fathers will be done, So we muft doe
what God will have us to doc; yea,all tf:e violent
affetions of the world muft dawne. Mat1h. 18.9,
If thy eye caufe thee to offend, pluck it out 5 out
with all thefe right eyes: Oh you lovethem dear-
ly, bucout with themy y and refigne up reafon, wiil
andaffcétions, as a man that {ailes by a caftle, or
thelike, he mult pull downe the rop faileinto.
ken of {ubmifliony fo we muft pull downe our
mafls, oy elfe the cannons of the vengéance ofthe
Almighty will e flid againft us..

3, Asallmultbe laid downe ar Chrifts feet,
fo we muft-aot dpat on any thing here belaws -

-admirc nor the worldy neitherexpect any fuffici:

ency from any thing, [elfe. lifpparts, & fdnre.
The way of man i not in:bimfeddfe, Therefore fee
the vileneffc of thefethingsyandzrutt not to.them,
for thiey will furely faile: woileh £ Toned woi Id
make-a thatter ciit 10 gae o' Nizemeh, and goeto
Txrfhifb; bur God fenta.whirlewind,aad caft him
into theles, andthen hehrdenough of follow-
ing'imielfe. ZomaP2.:8: And thierefore hecon.
cludles; They that follow lying vatsities , forfake
their ownie mercy . this yosy thall finde. infollow-
tag lying vanicies , you fhall far{ake your owne
mercy : before Zonabthoughtit:was befttogocto
Turfbifh; butaf.er, fiefaw icatherwdfe. Therefore
let bsfee oute owne flifficiencie ianmfdzcbﬁ;{nn-

thing,
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thing, norexpe& any thing from ir, Thercfore
becaufeitis not in vs to helpe our felves, let us,
lay allat the tect of Chnift, and cxpe& no hing
from Selfe fufficiencie,butall from Chiift,

3. When we haverenounced the authoricyof 3
all thefe,and their fufficiencie ; Thenthirdly, Ne-
ver lovethem more,let not thy affedtions behan.
kering after them jafervantif hebeoaccoutof a
bad femjce, he never rcturncs thither againe,
Matth, 4 20, They left their Nets and follow d
Chrift. Mauh, 8. Whenthe Difciple would goe
bury his father, Chrift would not let him returne
againe, Les the dead bary the dead,faith our Savio.1:
foletnotus have our hearts hankering after them
whenwe haverid our fingers ofthem,as Loss wife
did after Sodome ; therefore looke not backe, be.
ftow notthy heartupon them g and if thou canft
thus follow him, thouarta Difciple of our Savi-
our: butif you know any thing that hathauthori-
ty,or fufficiencie, o1 isto be loved befides Chrift,
in a fic opportunity youwill forfake Chrift, and
ftick ro it: therefure, I befeech you,looketoit,

Becaule that Chriftsand Scifes fervice cannot geugy
ftand topcether sto have Sclfin any thing, is to put
out Chrift;noman canferve two Mafters,theone
will command one thing, and theother will com-
mand another; a man cannot ferve the King of
England, and the King of Spasne; for the King of
Spaine commands to goc to Mafic ; the King of
England commandsto ferve thetiue God accord-
ing to the Gofpell ; a man cannot fight for the
King of Denmark,andthe Emperoar too : fo Chrift
commandscokill your [ufts , and you willl;,eepq

thems
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Reafin 2,

them;thele two commands cannotftandtogether,
there cannotbe two Sunnes in one firmament,nor
two Godsinoncheart s therefore inmuft be firft
downe , before Chrift canbeupin theheart. If a
man bea hired {ervant, he muft notbe athis own
difpofe, but.t the difpofall of his mafter ;fo if you
be Chrifts fervants,youmuft ferve him; bu if you
willlive as yelift,and befree from bis power,you
cannot be his D [c ples; but if you will have
Chrift to be your King, youmuft n .t doe what
youlift , but {ubmit to him. Rem.8. q. For the
wifdome of the fleth isnot {ubjed tothe law of
God, neither indced can be ; thereforeavoidir,
{ubmit not totheauthority of it.

As we cannot execife our felvesinthe fervice
ofthefe, and Chrift too; {o fecondly, another Ar-
gum:ntis this,Becaufe the duty weoweto Chrift,
isthe maine, and chiefeduty. We muft beftow
the chiefelt fervice on him ; therefore unlefle we
renounce all for Chuift,we cannotbehis fervants,
for he mufthave the chiefeft fervice. 7okn 21. 15,
Peter ftood it our, and yet after denyes Chrift,
Marke how our Saviour tryes him, loyeftthou
me more then thefee Feed my lambes ; as who
fhould fay, if thou loveft not me mozethen thefe,
then thou canftnot {feive me.

Then the point is cleare, if without§ Ife-deni-
allthe authority of Chrift cannotbe acknowled-
ged; if ourhearts cannorbe beftowed on Chr.ft
unleflewetrample on our felves; then itis cleare,
we muft deny our felves before we be Chrtfts
Difcipless The deluge of miferies hath over.
{pread other countreys, and it js neereus thfcre-

org
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fore it isfitto deny our felvcs, to prepare fog a
Croffe,

It fhewes usthatitis notan eafic thing to enter
iato Chrills fervice, or to perfevere in the fame, it
isnot an holy-day taske,or aneafie matter,but ve.
ty hard and difficult : chis ftraicgate makesa man
ftrive, and-pincheth him {ore; hee muft ftrip hime
felfenikedto creepe in ac this ftrait gare. You
court it 2 mateer of nothiag to be a chriftian, X
grant it is an eafic matter tobe fuch as you be, ta

patrer over a few prayers, which a childe of five

or fixe yeeres old may does many a2 drunkard and
civilian would goe to heaven, if thiswo.ld fetve
turne; bucalas, it is a harder cthing thenyouare
dware of; you muft deny life and all, and not only
fome profits or plesfures in life; yea and have it
not oncly inareadinefle to be bound, but to die
for the Lord Iefus, or o fuffcr any thing for him.
Ohit is not an eafie thing to deny a mans felfe; do
they deny themfelves that will not deay aloke,
a feather, ora vaine fathion¢ but can you deny
life, liberty, lands,livings ¢ is it eafic to goe to prie
fon: youthat have your fecrer lufts, is it ¢afic to
leavechen: . oh know, it is not eafic to be achris
ftian:youdrunkards and adulterers, bid adieu to
your lufts, your gods muft downe, and it is notan
¢afic thing to lay them downe.

It isa word of inftru@ion alfo, to fhew us the
seafon why marythat feemto ollow Chirift,pera
fevere notina good courfe, but turne all o 2
fmoake, fuch as have tooke prefle-money of
Chrift, andturaetothe enemy thecanfe is, they
went not the ready way, they did .not Deny felfe,
vag H therefore
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therefore it-conclufion, they deny our Savioury
they that take up the profeffion of religion, and
forfake it when oppottuntty isoffered, the reafon

of itis, they did not forfake themfelves, therefore
thicy forfake our Saviour; the way of Selfe-deniall
Chiift walked in, Jobi» 8.5'0. he fovght not him
felfe and iis owne gloty, nayy he empticd him-
felfe when he led captiviey captiveyhe laid downe

alls Bad rer he denied himfclfe, woe had beeneto
our foulés; but he laid downe his tife, and if you
purpole to behis! Difeiples, you muft la¥ downe
life and felfetoo; thisis the reafon why thofe who
in former times thought theiy money asgood fil4
ver asanothers, yet they havdtirnedaway in the
day of battell, and ate becomethe deadlieft ene-
miesto Chrilt-cthat are, hereistiie ground, Selfe

 ftucke behinde, Matih, 7. Strive te enier in ab vhd
frait gase, for Brasd is she gute, nnd marrow-the way

shat beadysh to happineffe ~ there is a frait gate bed
fore 4 narow way, and becdule men goe nod
through she {Erait pate, they goe née througlythe
rrarrgev way: the feaic gawe is Selfe denyall, you
fnuft fripyour fclvesftarke naked;henceone ftume
bles) and another ftaggerstinthe narrow way ¢ the
way is nartow, you mft thé ftrait gate, and {v falt
fhort of the narrow way. Idle travellers when
they come.in dirty waies, will breake a gap, and
wandrig a great way, dnd net finding the way,
tltey aye forced to come backe, and goe thefame
way they wene at thefirft fo menwill be Chriftis
ans fo long asthey mdy keepeeale, the drunkard
wonld-goe to hevern, i he might carry an Ales
Koude onftsbacke; &e. biit #ked they come 10

any
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any difficulty, they breake agap in a Chaflian
cour(e: it befals many.a profeflor asit doch-anidle
buyer, he will be.chezpaing,but will not buy, bee
caufe he willnot come o the price:therefore rake
notice ofit, you come tocheapen;you would have
Eracc, and you would be {aved, but you will not

ave it on Chrilts tearmes,you will not deny your
felves, which muft be, ifever you be faved by
Chrift.

But how may a man know whether hee hath
Selfe-denyall orno ¢ how farre-may a manhave
Sclfe-deniall, and deny felfe and all ¢

For the anfwer,twothings areto be:obferved.

Firft, I will thew how facrethis is jn Gods fer-
vants.

Secondly, T will come to the maine teyall, to
fhew who they bethat deny [clfe.

Firft, how farre Selfe isinthe Saints,byway
of caution,

And the cautions are three::

Firlt, che beft of Gods {ervants, thofe of the
higheft forme, and greateft frength, they have

20f.

oAnfin,

fome {clfg inthem, burthey.are not felfe, Phil 2. Phlssg

1.4/l fecketheiromme;itisa difealechat will pefter

the beft Saints more or lefle, 1 Sam. 5. whenthe 1.5amdy

Arkewas fecbeforethat cucfed Dagom, the head of
it was broken dowoe, but che flumpe remained
{till;{fochatalchough the Arke, che bleffed pirit
of Gad hath beenein the heart ofthe Sainrs, and
theneckes of their Dagon cortuptions be broken,
yet the ftpmps of Daganremainin hebeft Suints.
Paulihatwas a Lievtenant, or Colonelin Crrifts
camps,.yethe had aorlearned this lefflon without

Ha bocke,
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booke, 2 Cerix.q.we had the fentence of dthin
o.r {clves, that we {hould not truft in-our felves, it
came off marvellonshard: Chrilt was faine to
fing him offfro.m his horfe on theground,thas he
m ght not truft intum{eife. Experienced Pasi-muft
Yearnethis felfe-deniall, there is fums ftumpes'of
this in every man.

2.Ivis marvellous ftirring, and:it will {lip into
the bzt of our fervices, to hinder out {oul.s indu.
ty : this felfe taketh.greateft hold, and is hards
ly removed. Innatuce, though the {encesbe gone;
yet there willbea pulfe Rirring (o long as there is
any life inaman: {ointhis body of finne, this ori-
ginall firine {preads it.felfe, how cver {ome bafe
lufts fall off, yet the pulfe Selfe is on every occafid
on hindering, fohn 21:x8s. they fhal] carry thee
whi her thou wouldcft not, &c. although Pescr
was an aeed Chriftian,after all troubles thar had
betided Tﬂm, one would have thought hee would
have lainedowne eafily, being one foot in the

- grave already, but our Saviour tels him, they

fhould carry him whither he would nor.

13 Irnot onely ftirres, butisallo too ftrong for
us many times. Itis onethingto have the motions
of it,and another thing to be overcome by x;ther-
foreinthe third place Selfe may carry a man to
that which croffeth hisdefire: hence Abrabam vold
alye, Davidfained himlclfe mad, Abraham feas
red hislife, therefore fpeakes fallely : Pevidfea«

red his life, therefore expreflech foolithaefle in his

pradiife. Selfe-{ufficiency, and felfe-pradtife made
Peter deny his Mafter, and yet notwithftanding all
this,the Saims doe deny themfefves, And the try/
als thereof are foure. 3 See
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werapyrart

1 Scc what a price thou putteft upon life aod
fafery, whetherthovare not contentte pare with
them, or whether thon parceft with all that ma
croffcthem: if thou putceft fuch fufficiency io Life
and parrs, know thouareno {cIfe.denyer. Icisca-
fic foramanto be frequent io. fervice, that may
further credit, but whenit comes to the pinch,thac
cither B4al muft be God, or that Chrift muft be
God, art thou then content to tuke the wall of
[Chrift? thenas yetthouarta god cothy fclfe,45s A@isosqn
20.24. Lcountnot my life deare untomey, that I ma
Fnifb my courfewithjoy:che finithing of Paul; courl{
isa carcfull perfeverance for the glory of God, as
who fhould fay, had Ipuca priccon {afety, Ihad
never beencableto dilcharge the ducy of an Apo-
ftle, bae it is not precious, as who fhould fay, I
weigh icnot: hee that ferves himfelfe by ferving
Chrift, makes Chrift ferve him, hee {erves nog
Chrift, Sathan accufed 106 thus, Doth Iob ferve
Godfor nought 7 as who fhould fiy, hee doth not
feive God, but him{clfe in (eiving of God, hee
ferves his owne honour, that ferves Chrift for ho-
nour: he that doth fervice for tiches, doth not
(erve Chrift, bue his profit and riches. When Pie
late would fee whetherthey would have Chrift,he Mishisrals
faith, Matth.27.21. Willyou that 1let-loofe to you,

Clrif or Barabbas? as. who.fhould -fiy, I thall fee
row whether your. hearts are toward him, they
1cp'y, not Chnit,but Barabbas,as who thould fay,
we will have noae of Chrifts Let me make'Procla-
mation, will ye hayethe glory of God, or fafety?
fhall Igiveto youtlic commodity of prayers or
profits wheches thallf leg l°§r°‘° you meditation

3 on
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onthe word of God, or prophanenefie ofi the
Lords day? faith one, lct me have profic, faithan.
ocher, let me have prophane {ports, take youyour
prayer, preaching, &c. (aith another, if Popery
come, [ will bs a Papift: yea faith the drunkard,.
give me my cups, and take you the repetition of
{ermons; whatisthis in Englifh,but to fay, wee
will have Barsbbas?che cafe s cleere,you are diun.
kards ftill, and{elfe-{eckers ftill, what fhall be.
come of meand mine,{aich one, thall we beg:. (hall
not we follow ourriches and our ufury, buc begge
for our living? yea better beg and burne too, then
deny Chrift,and live inany knowne f{inne, as {weae
ting, drunkennefle, ufury,&c.

2 Aswe fhouldfee what we put moft price up.
on, (o incold bloud,and {ad confideration,try thy
{elfe whether thouart notavilling to take notice of
{fuchtruths asdoe threaten the hazzarding of thy
lifesif thoucanft not hearkento fuch becaufe thou
wouldeft not fuffer,thetruth is, as yet thou art a
Godtothy felfe, fer.2. 1 1. Hath 4 nationchanged
shedr Gods for shafe that are no Gods ? this is made as
a maine affe@ion they haveto Idols, itis obferves
able, none would change his God. Obfervethisin
thine owne foule, pride; lut, &c. and arc thou loth
to changethem* and artthou lothto heareiris
unlawfullto fell onthe Lordsday. orto purthy
money toulury? Ohthenthereisa God at home:
oh youareloth to change god-credit :and 470d=
profit;Many men fay, itis good to pray,but I fhall
beflouted, and men will fay, whatare youturned
Profeffour: but men for credits fake will not doe
it;here are your Gods: oh your God-credit fticks

upon
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upon you, therefore you are loth to heamethofe
truths: ohundeifie your crediv, Zobw 13, 43, Many:
affentedto-she ﬁdﬂ:-jﬂtﬁdurﬂ natdifcover i8, kff the
Riuarifees flionldcaft shemous: as- wha fhould fay,the
gruth s good; butif weprofefleir, the twthis,
thereis but one way, wemult be caftout: ah taks
heed thisbenot in thee, Iebefalsthe foule asit did
Rachel, the fole Zabans Gods,andlaid:themunder
her: the was contentall fhould be ranfacke far
them, but the fateuponthe.Gods, they muft nat
he (cene: {o hak chonan Idol of profic inthy pro»
fuflian, daftchon make profeflion a ftalking-horfe
forcrediczche cafe isicertaine, thovare an Idolaters
3 Confider whatit is that gives thy foulecone
tentment indury; 0o man (pends histime, buthee
will expe@ fome good: fo fee what icisthat
{fweetcos thy fervice, doft thou ear thy bread with
joy, becaufe God accepts thee, Evrle(. 9. 7. 1s thy Ecclefars
heart {uftained,becanfe God accepts thee in praye
tr, in hearinge isthis the fiveet of thy labour ¢ g
thisthy rejoycing, the teftimony ot agood cons
feience,» Cor, 1.12. inthemidft of repioches, difs 3 Corra®
graces of thy name, malicious dealing to thy per-
for, doththis quice theezin the midft of all wants
i thisthy rejoycingy even theteflimeny of thy
sanfcience? is thy heart here contented to let all
¢3lt.and liberryto goe for Chrift 7 ikit be fo,then
Gadisthy God, 1 Sem.30,6. when Ziglag was t Sandesi
taken; and Davids wives carried away, &<, y&
Dayid,comforted himfelfe in his Gad, aswho
fhould fayy Iris enough, Godis mins; what ever
Excomesofhislife, I am {urcof abexters butisit
{o,shaz thaveprofeflat Chrift onelyberaule of the
applaufe

lohnty4w
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aSam.8.3s:

2.51m.19.6,

applaufe of chriftians,and whenrelpc& failes,doth
thy eadeavour faile ¢ the caleds cleare, thou are
Sclfe ftills The foule that hath God, cannot be
content without God; butifthou flingeft away all,
becaufe thouhaft net what thou wouldeft have,
thou art 2 God to thy felfe. The Winde-Mill fhrs
no fu:therthen the winde flirres it, {fothe winde of
applaufe ftirs thy (ouleto pray, thisis Sclfe,2 Som,
18.33. 0h my [on A bfalom,my [n <Abfslam, ¢re,
Ttisalively patternc of a felfe-loving fovle. Buc
marke how Zoab takeshim vpinthe 6 v.of the 19,
chapter, Now I feewho carried Davids heart; if
vou might have had your fine 4ofslem, it would
have pleafed you well thoughall wehad dyed: {o
in thetime of oppofition doft thou it like Rachel,
and wilt not be comforted, becaule-Profic is noi ¢
and though Chriftyand grace, and dutie, be neg-
lected, thou weigheft it not; 1fay as Zesb chisdzy,
1 (et it and know ite Ifgrace bad ncver beene coms-
municated, if thou hadft thy Aéfalom ot honour,ic
would have plealzd thee: know for certaine, that
that which thus contents thee, is a God tothee.
God was never God to thee yer.
4 Thefourth note is moft pregnant See ifthou
be content togive up all to Chrilt, give money,
parts,profits, and praife, and lev Chrift doe-what
he will with themjart thoucontent to refigne u
allinto his hands, if Chrift may behonoured wit
any thiog of them?ait thou catent-toloofeirzthen
haftthou denyed Sclfe:if the heatt refolvesto let
Chrift slone with them, I have nothing todoe
with any, thenlet Chrift take life and parts, and
whasfoever it beto procure his honpur and praife:

nay,
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nay,.a felte.denying hearr is content Chrift thould
take away his corruptions, and counts ¢ 2 great
blcfliog too. The foule hathnothing to doewith
Piofperity and Liberty, therefore fubmits and
obeyes Chrilt, 453,485, Allthofe (faith the Adss4f
Text) that were to profeffe Chrift, oldall, and nene
had ary thing of his ewne, {o let that be the frame of
thy heaityfell all, and fay ! have no honour,libers
ty, or eafe, but I give allto Chnift, and let him do
what hee will withthem. Intime of perfecution,
fay liberty is not mine, lec Chrit difpofe of alls
this is a heart worthgold. But whenthouhaft fome
refervations, I will profeffe Chrift, but hee fhall
pecldtomeinthis, togive melife; this I will not
patt with inany cafe; this heareneverdenied Self. . waan 2
Therefore let us docas Mephibofheth, Let him take
ash, fith my Lord the K ing ss veturned sn peace, 3 Sam, 1Sam19.3e,
19, 30, {o isithere,if carnall rea{oning be parting
ftakes ith Chrift, no, faith the foule, let him take
all, fith God is mine in Chrift. Lay now yous
heaits to thistouchftone: doft  ou finde thefe ¢
thenthou arc grounded ona good foundation;
thou mayeft be fhaken, but (halt not be over-
throwne, but«af in exanunation and tryall, thou
canft-nat findeall thefe in thee; thou art a.caloured
hypacrite; varnifbed over fora while, but it will
not hold, andinthe end, thouand thy profeffion
will vanifhlike {moake, Chrift will purgethee of
this Sclfe, orelfe hewill never doegood to thee,

It isthirdly a word of exhortation. Is thisthe Ff#3
courfe of a chritian, to follow Chrift 2 ohthenbe
entreated in the name of Chrift, to Deny-Selfe,

beginat theright way, enrxcr inatthe frait ga&,
- a
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ard you fhall perfevere inthe narrow way, Jebn
15:19.1 havechofen you out of theworld, Hee that
will be alervanr, muft doe two things: firft)he muft
renounce all other Mufters, fecondly, hemuft re.
nocnce his owneliberty, {o we muft renouncethe
mafterdeme of finne and the world, and be core
tent to be commarded by Chrift, and then follow
him: you cannoeferve God and Mummon. Re-
nounce all,and ferve Chrift,

Buthow fhall we fhake off Selfe # here wee are
ataplunge, wethould do¢ tt; bur how may wee?
not onely to plucke off our coars, but our thirrs
£00.

The meanes are three, Firft, oblervethe bafel
nefle of this condition, which may maké-usto ie-
founce 1t. which bafenefleand viiénelle appeares
partly | the nature of i, partly in the cvill-it
brings.

Furft, the natureof ir. It isthe bafeft flavery,
when 2 man will ateerd Hi$ owne corruptionse 26
#selsbondage 1n Egyps 3nd Bibylew were bue (ha-
dowesofthis : a poore Newro that tues undér the
Turks isa freemanco this. And the mifery appears.
in threedegrees.

Firfl, finne is the fupreame ruler ihevery carnall
heart: hence iris faid to give lawes, Roms 6,12.19.
20. Servants 1o finne, dndfree from righteoufneffe: as
who thould fay, righteoufncfle hath ne hingto do
with thee, Tem -¢ ance hath nothing to doe with
tc drankard;che adiltererhath givon himfelfeto
nacleanneffe.
¢ Secondly, Sithanby finns domineercs over the
{oule, icisunder his command, Ephefl 2424 ﬁf?

walke
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walke afver the Prince of the posier of the ayre, as Julls
and Sathan would have them, {o they lived,t Cor.
X3.2. carried away unto dumb Jdols as they were led,
Sachan is aflaveto finne, and thou arca flaveto
him. It is a bafe thing tobe a fcullion, but to bea
flaveroa feullion no man can beare,

Thirdly, heis a{crvant to a corrupt minde: wee
are {laves ra our owne foules, whichare fervants
zo-Sathan who is a flave to finne. This cuery felfea
fecker dath, he ferves his corrupt minde, fetvant
to Sathan who is flaveto finne, aflave tothe fer-
vant of a [etvan:. Heare this, oh ye contemners,
drunkards, ufurers, &c.comeand fee your flavery;
youboaft of your brave fpirits, that you can break
the bonds of the word, but hofy m¢en, you thinke,
aredrudges; whatalwaies heareand pray ¢ to be
thus feteered all ones life time, this is a flavery.
No, no, youate the flaves, the drunkard muft aske
the divell leaveto be fober, a drunken divellleads
him by the nofe to a finoaky Alehoufe. thou that
art proud, be meek if thou canft, no, no,thou muft
aske a proud heart leavetobe humble; thereis no
differencebetweene Sathanand thee, onely that
heiscoopedup in hell,and thou arc cooped up uns
der finne. Youfreemen, Itell you, youare theba-
{eft vaffals under heaven, let therefore the drudge-
ry drive you out of the houfe,and chinke with your
{elves, fhall Ibe led by my bafe corruptions, like a
fooletathe ftocks? will you beflives to finne and
Sathan? flye the country rather; naw the fervice s
the Lordis perfect libersy, lam.1.25. Iobn8.32. the |
srush [hall make youfree. Now is it not better that
the {pirit of God which is freedotue, thould sule

I2 you,

Jimrag
ohn 833,
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you, then finne and flavety fhould guids you ¢ for
Shame labourto come out of this flavery,

Secondly, the evill that comes by cthis felfer
{ecking, all the ordininces of God, asthe Word,
Praycr, Sacramen:s, youand they are accurfed fo
farre as you feeke your {elfe by them :they that
preach for themielves,God curfeththem and their
preaching toos he that heares for Selfe,his hearing
is accurfed, for Selfe isthe Mafter and commands
thee, as a thip thatis never fo well furnithed witk
tacklings,ifit runncupon a rock,ic plits;fo though
thoube never fo frequent in all forts of holy du-
ties, if thy aime be naught, and you fplic uponthe
rocke of Selfe, allis accurfed. Math. 6.23, ifthy
Jight be darkenefie, how great is that darkentffe 2 that
is, 1f thy conlcience be deluded, thy caleis finfull.

This evillthatcomes by (elfe.{ecking, appeares
inthree things.

Firft, God entertaines no fuch facrifice: why ¢
itis that which is d.fhonourable unto God,and can
heacceptit, /f4.58.5. @ company of hypocrites
fought their pleafure, now faith God, canftthou
call this afaft? Is thisfuch a day as Lhave chofen?
no, Laccept no fi ch fervice.

S:condly, G: d uffilts not, hee rewards not any
fuch fervice: why fhould God doe the worke, and
wetakethe praile ¢ Masih 6. 3. theygave almes to
be feene of men, but what followes? yeu have your re-
ward, (aithour Saviour,as who fhould (zy,youdid
it to be feene of v en,and you were feene: I will
not reward You, yu fervenot God but Sclfe, let
Sclfetheretore reward you,

Thitdly, it takes away the comfort of 2 mans

con-
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converfation s this will fhake the foules of many
hypocritesat the day of death, afterall the pains
ot outward performance of duty, becaufe hee
foughe himf(elfe: he finks in forrowes,and all the
Min ftersinche world, and all the carpall friends
under beaven cannot comfort him ¢ when carnall
friends come and tell him he hath done fo and fo,
and hath beenc an ancient Profeflor, and 2 good
neighbour, 8c¢. yea, faith hee, I have ferved my
{elfe, and not God init, therefore to hell I muft
aad fhall goe, becaule of this : this will breakethe
necke of many hypocrites, when an humble felfe-
denying heart, though his abilities be but fmall,
yet being humble hearted, his prayers fhall be
heard and accepted, whenthe prayers of many 3
lorious Profeffour that was an hypocrite, fhall
%all tothe duft: as therefore you would have your
prayers heard, Aye away fromthis felfe-feeking,

Secondly, let us confiderthe good chat comes 3 Meams,
by felfe-denying, that it may wooe our heartsto
ite Now thegood is double.

Firft, icis the way to have our {elves,and what-
foeverisinus (not finfull ) our fafety,comfo t,fuf
ficiency, credir, it doth not remove chefe,but one-
ly re@ifie them; it is a groundlefle fufpition of cac-
nall hearts,they thinke if they lay allat ftake, they
muft sake their leave cfall,profit and comfort and
all. No, denying of amans felfe, doth nortakeall
thefe away, but maincaines them. The onely way
for a fubje& to be preferved, is to yeeld h mage
to hits Prince, but if 2 manprove traitor ro the
Crowns, hefh:llbe hanged for a traitor; fo life,
fufficiency, fafety, are good fubjects (0 farreas

I3 they
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they ferve God, but if chey take the wall of Goaos
will,and will be rulers, you may be hanged as
traicors, whercas otherwile you mizhe have beene
homouredas [ubjeds, Math.16.25. Hee that lofits
his life, fhall fave it: the lofing of a mans hfeis the
nexe way to faveitit doth'nottake away plealuret
rejoyce evermore, though notin drunkenncfle:it
proves agreater good then if we had ferved Selfe:
thedenying of Sclfe is theimprovingof Sclfe,
and the renouncing of finne is the next way roget
pardonof it: if we lay downe our wit, behold a
greater wifedometo direCtus: empty your [cives
of frochy vanitics, and you thall be wholly poffi {-
{ed of the glory of Chrift, who would not then
change forabetrer: Come our of Scife, and you
fhall bave a Saviour, 2 Cor, 6.17.18, Come ontef
her my people, and I will dwellin you » come out of
{(our owne power, and the Lord will beftow
rength; lay downe God.felfe, and the great God
will cheere you, Matth, 19.29.they forfook their
fathers, and their nets, and marke what Chrift
addes, whafoever forfakes {atb:r br mother, wivesor
children, or lands for my (ake,and the Gofpels, [hallres
ceivean bundredfold; thatis, you have takende-
light in a carnall cour{e, lay downe tho{e,and you
fhall have a hundred fold more, deny that felfe-
loofenefle, and you fhall have joy un{peakeable
and glorious; if you have left riches, youdhall
have unf{earchable riches in Chrift, and what can
you have more 2
Secondly,againe, if weecan deny our felves,
God will notdeny us, thetime will come,we fhall
be afhamed of felfe-fafety, whenthe time of per-
{ecurion



o

" of Selfe-deniall,

i

63

{ecutionapproacheth, or when the day of death
comes, and you are going the way of all fleths
where thenis the glory and beauty of all that you
expected? what now is, become.of your wit and
policic that you doted upon? thenall thofe parts
and gifts,all that pride and ftoutnefle,all will taile
you, mifviable comfortersihat they are:now the
carnall wretchwill fay I prizcd lifc before Chrift,
now I muft pait fromir; here now isull the com-
fort I can findcinthefe, [ may go tohell Irisjuft,
God (hould deny vs, if we deny him. Cod may
fay, goctothofe Gods whomi you have honou.
vcd: goe now to your Cups and Q_eanes, and let
them pucific your con(ciences: thus it is juft God
thould deny us, becaufe we have denyed him,but
if we deoy our felves; God will notdony us..

Thirdly, maintaine in thy foule the. authority 3 S fummip

of the truch: thou fectt the evill of Selfe, and felfe.
{ecking, and the good of { We-denyall, thenlecthe
commandcment.of Godbe above thee, let thas
bethe fupreame overchy foude, and be moved in
the power of this. There willbe a God for everin
thy {oule, and therefore fer up the truth, and let
that be thefpring of thy aétions, and this will crufh
all privy pride and {¢cret corruprions: he:that will
free hunfelf irom being an hired fervanr,nip(t hire
himlelf:and itwas the policy of David, hee went
to A-51fy and henhe thought himfelfe free from
Saul, o givenp thy felfe to he ¢omumand of Gad,
foSauband Selfe will not fecke afier thee, b canle

thereisa greater God shere, Bury. 8: 2. T helom of O™8%

shefpirn of life hathmeads mesfres from fipne and

asatn Jooke o the:word duwlya dek up thom of

the
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the fpirit of lifein thy heare, and it will free ihee
from thelaw of finne and death; as now in con-
ference,inrep oving of finne, a man would have
his parts feene, but et upa command; reprove,
and doe all in vertue of thar, that Selfemay thake
his carcs and be gone, Gal, 5.16. PValke inthe [pia
rit, andye fbellnot fulfill the lufls of the flefb, M iny
times the Saints are much perplexed, becaufe thar
felfe preflech into duties, thar they are weary of
the worke; they cannot pray, but pride preflethin
upon them, though Selfeftirre, yet fetch a com-
mand againft it; attchd not to the ftirre of diffems
p:r, buttake acommand, 1ftherebeaflaw inthé
Evidence of amans land, hee will kéepe his land
full, buc he will mend histitles fo if Selfe carry
thee to dutic, kecp dutie ftill,buc mend thy tenute
14bn 444 The woman of Semaria comics intothe
City, and tels of Chrift; now that was anoccafion
to them to heare Chritt, but their faith was let up.
onthe word of our Saviour: fo goe tothetrith,
and take up duty, not becaufe Selfe egges, but bes
caufe God commands. Looke how highanaion
begins, {o highicavillend: let Gods command
ruleus, and it will beto hisglory.

Thus you have feene the firft tmeancs, viz.Self-
denyall. Now wecome tothe fecond. Takeup1he
Croffe. Y ou muft not thinke to goe to heavenon a
feather-bed: ifyou will be Chrifts difciples, you
mufttake uphis Croffe, and it will make you
{weat. By Croffe we underftand troubles, becaufe
the death of the Croffe was the bittereft 2nd moft
accurfed, therefore itis put for all mifery,trouble,
afliGion, and petfecution. He muft take up /s

Croffe,
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Croffeythatis,becaufeit is his owne. Every man

hath his parcicular afff Gion:by taking up is meane,

a cheerefull undergoing of mifery and affiGion,,

God lovesa cheercfull fufferer, as well as 2 cheer.
ull giver.

The pointsarethree,

Ewvery follower of Chrift bush afflition allirseaso D¥Ee 1,
Wi a5 4 childes part.

X Hence jtis faid to bethe Saints diet,2/a/.8 0.5 . pry1 40,
Thos feedest them with the breadof forrow, and giveft
them seares tadrinkein abundaht meafure,

2 Asicistheir food, (o itistheir badge, Gol.6+ Gataip.
17, Ibeare in pyy body the marks of the Lord Iefus. It
isnot a wodden Croffe as the Papifts imagire thae
isa foolifh dotage; np, but 2 whipped Apoltle,and
afcourged Apofile. I (fayes Paul) carry about
with me the markes of the Lord Iefus.

3 Icisthe Way of a!Chriftian, A& 14.22. A
Rom 8.17. Wearetheheyres of Chrilt, but wee Rf;'.f;;
muft be {pit vpon with Chrift, and then wefhall ’
be faved with him.

4 Itistheir Portion,Inthe world ye fhall have
tribulation, Jobn 16. 33. Rev,a. 10, Sithanfhall rehn 1459
caft fome of you into prifon; the prifon is their Revasto.
portion, tendaics is thetime,Sarhan by hisinftru-
ments is the Taylonr, euch man hath his croflc.

It affords firft an ufe of infisucion. Is chis fo, 3
that a follower of Chrift is fure to'be croffed?then ’
affliCtions are no argument ot Gods difpleafure,
fore perfecution is no argument of a mans bad
condition, but an enfigne of 'grace and goodnefle,

It was the folly of 10bs friends,the folly of David,
thathecondemnedthe gcncrat;gn ofthe rightéous, .
AN

——
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Cant. 5. Fam blacke, faithibe Charch, yescomel;
that i, blacke in perfecution, but comely 11 grace;
though rerfecuted, yct gratious; condemne not
thearhe gencrationof the righteous. There isno
€hriftian but hach his particular crofle: dothany
seafon on thismanney, itis itt ground becar fe men
plow it # il menle becaule it ismelred ? no,ie
isa figne it isgood, and thacthe Gold-fmith will
anake it a veflell of honour becaufe he meles it Af.
fiiction isthe plough, and perfecution is the fire,
the wicked muke long furrowescn the backes of
Gods fervants, therefore it is a figne they are good
ground, the rather bécanfe they are plowed. No
man faith. 2 man isnota fouldier becaufe heeis
wounded; no, bur hee will {ay therather heeisa
fouldier,becaufe heis wounded; a childe the ra-
ther becauf@ corte@ed, {antificd the rather be-
caufe perfectted and afflicred.

Youthat make the people of Godtheayme of
your wrath, itis a word of terrourtoyou: know
what your portionis;are the Saints corre&ed, then
youwillbe condemnéd; they are troubled with
wilde-fire here and there, and you with hell fire
hereafrer, 1 Pes. 4.17. Thetime is come that judg-
ment fhall beginne at the houfe of God,what {hall
thenbethe end of thole that obey not the Gofpell
of Iefus Chrift. their eyes ftand out with farneffe :
Tgrant that, bue what fhall be their end 2 they are
goﬁtcto Gods houfe: you have the name of

riftians, but you are noneof Gods houfe; you
can ffoutitafrer afatanicall manner, but what will
yourend beeifthe S. of God be perfecuted, what
will the end of wicked oppoférs and drunkards be?
theirend will pay for all; if the rightcous {carcely
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be faved, where fhall the finnerand ungodly ap-
peare? Lazgras lived meanely here, you would
thinke it hard to live fo. Dives fared delicioufly
every day, end wentin purpleand fiae Jinnen, who
but Divesthens but marke the end, Lazars died,
and wascarried by the Angels inta Abrabamsbo-
fome;he wasattended on by Angels, that.is obfers
vable; how ever you fcorne peore chriftians, yer I
tell you, the blefled Angels attend upon poore
chriftians,though they dwellin a fmoaky cottage;
andgoeinaleather coat, therefore defpifethem
not. Therich mandyedalfo (for all his riches)
and what became of bim? the divels dragged him
to hell, and there he is[corched, and cryesto 4-
brabam, but marke how he an{wers him; Rewems-
ber that theuin thy lifesime recervedft thy pleafure, as
alfo Lazaruspaine; bus now heis comforted, andtbus
ars tormented. Poote Lazarns that wasiaffli@ed, is
now relieved;but thop hadftchy pleafure, therfore
thou fhalc be for evercormented, that was theend
of Dives, If the father deale roughly with his
childe, what will hedoe with a traitor? if the
ishreous fcarcely be faved; heis faineeo pray for
Eis'life, and yet after all endervoun, heecomes a8
Pasfta the haven Learcely faved ¢ df Abrakom
fcarcely cometo happine(le, oh where thallche
ngodly appzares whege thall che haughiey perfon
that will aor comein appedr? how hatcthouloc
mercyiothefice? Canfiderthis, ye that forged
God, lett heteare youinpicces, and therebenoag
to deliveryow ; You Alehoufe-keepers,and Aled
hoyfe-haunters, God isthere and (zes yest if God
éom&.:horatharliveinhcrl;},{-!whal willbecotnd

3 of
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vacothee, oh tHou drunkard, and thouadulterer,
thon haft donz thist' I well {et themin order before
thee, and then the Lord will teare thee inpieces.
You muft not thinke todefpife God and his fer.
vants,and goe away {o; no, mo, confider this let
he teareiyoliin pitéls, and therebe none to deliver
you; Godhath rods for hisowne, but Scorpions

- for the wickeds if God correé his fervants that

thriveunderthe micanes, what will become of
thofe that defpifé the meanesd if a follower bre
fcourged,an enemy (hall be condemned.

Come wee thento the fecond point, that jsthe
duty: amanmult not ftart afide, but take up his
Croffe, By Croffe;[told you, was meant erous
blesand-afflictions. Thi a man muft take up cheer-
fully. Takeup,

Thefollowers of lefusChrift maf cheerefally under-
goe whas ever affiifTions are allotted unto them . chey
muftnothavetheinavhether they will or no. Af-
flictions area burthen, and we muft not onely life
atthem, burtake them up cheerefully, as if Chrift
had faid, ifyou will walke vprightly, youfhall
have many blackes¢hat youcannot leap over, bug
you muft goeaway with them cheercfully. Itis
poe onzly herevequired, butitis elfewhere com-
minded, Jams.1iz.  Coantit-all joy when ye fallinte
siyrs tesplationsynot forae joy when yefall inro
fome temphrations; but atljoy when yefall into all
tempradions: Itiszhe execllency of a Chriftran to
untlergoeafli@ivhoctetsdfully, God loves not
onely 4 cheerefullgiver, but a Reerefull fufferer,
Ms sl Wi 3 cm wdn [fendte alt winnet of -evskl
Yo s A againft
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againft yow it is obferveable,wicked micns tongues
arcupped from hell, they fpeake all manner of e~
vill ,and as the Apoftle Saint lames faichs, are feo
onfirefrom hell) and whatthen? muft you goe
intoa corner and howle: no,rejoyce and be ex.
cecding glad, or, as the word carries, a man thould
leap for joy;pay, it hath beene the behaviour of
fome werthicsin former times that havebeene in
the forefront of the battell, A5 20022, when it pag0a4
was foretold Pawithat he thould be bound at Z¢f»-

Jabem, marke what hereplies, behold, 7 goe bound

11 thefpirit to Ierufalem: that is, hee was willing to

undergoe it beforehe had it; though troubles be-

fell him, yet he went on cheercfully,  Ads 5. 41, Adsgqn
Hicy went away rejoycing thatthey wers cotnted:

worthy to {uffer for Chrift, Phil.2. 30. not regar-. gy, .,
ding lite: the Saints fhould have it in a readinc(Te,

8475 31,13 we muft not deale with our Crofle as Adssvag.
Simordid, Matsh 27.33 they compalled hinreg; Mavharss
carry it;buca Saiat mufk carry his Croffe cheere-

fully: the Mariners take foule tempefis as well as
fairegalus, fo weethat are faylers and fouldiers

muft fare as we finde.

-y

Butwhat s itro ke up amana Crofle: Luofer i |
The duty canfifts inthreethings. cArfn

1 Iumuftbe ourowne. Lee him take sp his
Croffeschat is, thee offli@ionmwhich God hath aln
lotced for our parficular porions e mult not
bring mifery on onr felves; there is no credit wor
eomfort in this. The textdoth not fay, let hing
nirke his Crofle, no, itisangde already : fo loog
as we havethe world 2nd our owg corrupt hicartsa
and 2s longiac thieve awe Divelsinhelly there are

K3 troubles
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 troubles cnough. Iris folly for atraveller ta goe

through a flough whenheo may efcapeit, {owee
muft no; needlefly runae into troubles, but ifitbe
allotred, we muft travell in winter, and drinke of
the cup of forraw andaffliGtion. ThePatientchas.
takes phyficke, if there be five or fixe more ficke
in hischamber, andchere be divers potions{en,
oneman muft not take every mans potian, but hee
muft take the phyficke prefcribed for him: {oaf-
filtions are potions, one hath difgrace, another
poverty, every manmuft take hisowne potion,fer.
10.19. It ismy forrow, therefore T willbeare is,

2 When we {ec the Receipt under Gods hand,
wee muft ftoape, wee mufl pue our neckes to the
yoke,and our thoulderstothe burthen, Heb 1125,

- Mofes chofe rather the reproach of Chrift, the

crowne of thornes in Chrifts fervice, thenall the
gold in Egype, nay for oughtl know, bee mighe
have worne the crowncof Egypt, he was notfors,
ced toit, the Text {aith, he chofe itrather.

3 Wemuft quietly canylr, with 2 mecke dif=
pofition, not {narling at the hand of the Almighty,
nor yet difquiered with afflictiau, though it pinch
him foré butwe muftdoe as David, Pfal, 39.9, 7
beld my tongue and (pshe noword becaufe thou didft it.
Youknow oftentimes the Parent makesthe childe
not onely beacethe rod, butalfo kifle the rod, fo
fhould we, not onely beate affliions, bt kifle
the rod, and willingly undergoe them.: the Texe
(aith of Chrift, hee wentas a fheepe to the {laugh-
ter, and gave his necketothé {miter. Parience by
force is nothing, butwhenit i done yoluntarily,

13mgad, itis fomething, 1 54.3.18. £/l dothnotfall out

with
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with God , as 7enabr , (1 doc wellto be angry toitw
#earh.) But marke what he faith, ¢ # she Lord thas
bath dome §1. Hetakes tholeblowes with meeks
nefle. We heare of no quarrelling av Jobs hand,
bat, Naked (faith he) came Finto she worldy andnas
ked jhall 1 goe out § and bleffed ba 1he Nama of the
Lerdsnotawordmore, Thenyoufee, It muftbe
{uffered willingly, and undergone patiently,

The Realon is taken from the Wi(dome of Ryof. 1,
God, and love of a father thar fends all thefe,
When achilde will take no phyfick, theyufe to
fay, Looke, it is your father tﬁat bringsit,and will
you nottake that yourfather givesyoun ¢ Thisis
a great 2 gument to prevaile with the childe to
make himtake the phyficke. So.beeaufe afilidti-
ons come fromthelr Father,icisa greavargument
to perfivade the Saints; hiswifdomeordersthem,
thercfore beare them. Iobn 18, 11. Shall 1 202 10pn 181,
drink of the capwhich my Father gives me? There is
the force of the argument, Gccf repares it there.
fore drinkjt, So the Apoftle rcar'ons. Heb. 12 9. Hbaags
Ouz fathersin the ficth corre@ed us, and wefuba
mitted : As who fhould fay, We bose the aflicti-
ons of curfathersinthe 8 fh, whenthey flew up.
on us in 2 paffion, andthey that were mesref?,
they fped worft; and fhall we nog rather beare,
and be in fubie@ion to the Father of fpirits, and
live? Godwonld have us live, If the Patient be
perfwaded, the Phyfician hath skill, hewill be
willing toreccive the potions preferibed by bism :
(o car Father is our Phyfician, and a father will
give the childe nothing thatfhll buseic ¢ lev os
tacrefore fubmit to what ever God Jayes uposius,

whetherx
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whether {weet or fowre, wemuft notonely have
cordialls whichare fweet, butbirter.potiors and
pills; Doth God provideir, and fhali notwe take
it? Jfa, 38,15, Whatthall 1fay, he hath fpoken
uato me, and himf{elfe bath doneit, 1 fhall goe
fOft(l{V allmy yeeres in the bitternefle of tny foule,
God bids him ferhis houfein order, he fhould
die. Godhath faid iz, faith the Text, and ['will
doeit.

2. Theredsagreatdeale of good in afflittions,
therefore take them willingly and cheerefully,

iLam, 3.37. kisgood foramantobearethe yoke
inhisyouth. Who would not be cutthat he might
becured 2 Afflictions are painfull , but there is
good inthem ; amanis content to beare the kn fe
of a Chirurgeon, to be hezled, Marthew 19,
When Chrift meafu;ed out their condition, he
faith, Ye fhall have houfes, &c. but they fhall
bewith perfecution, We eat falt to make ourmeat
Javoury.. So affliéions aie {alt to make us rellifh
themercies which we receive, thebetter.

3. Confider our greatunworthineffe of mer-
cy,and ourworthinefle of judgement. Hath God
taken away my liberty 2 He might havetaken a.
way my foule; I am perfecured,i mighthave been
damned ; hath God taken away my goods? he
might have taken away his mercics, If then, there
is thewifdomeof afatherto provideit; if good
comes by it, andwe have defervedit,thentake it
patiently, and undergoe itcheerefully.

But you willfay , Maynot a manpaflc by the
Croffe,and never take it? Should nota man rather
flic it then takeitup-2

There
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Theicis atwofold conditionin affli¢tion. Anfw,
1. Ifamanbenorcalledroit, it is aduty to
avoid it; rather o fhun che (pare thento becaught
by it : and this ftands upon three commands at
thelealt,
2. W henamanis called to affii&ion, and' God
hath put him intothe battell, that trouble and may
fe:y come, then to fling away the Crofle is a fear.
foll thing ; the unbeleeving and fearfull are cou.
led togetner , and thall be coupled together in
Ecll. It is chat which God fuffers not 5 youknow
that place, That he that denies me before men,
thatturnes his back intheday of battell,and ftarts
off when atdi¢tions come,he that denies the Lord
now, and will beare nothing for him, the God of
heaven will deny him ; he that playes falt and
Joofc with Chrift,and now he will be a Dufciple,
andnow he will not; whenhe cryes for mercy,
Gad will fay, No,no; youwould not know me,
thercfore depart, Iknow you not : hethat denies
Godintrouble, God will deny him introuble.
But whenisamancalled . Onef,
1. When God ftops allmeans, wheathere is Anfn
no waytoavo dit, then God calls tofight, and ’
that eventothe lalt man. Dan. 3. 16. Thethree pang.ih
Children when they could notavoidit, ftaod ie
out ftoutly ; we arenot carcfu 1to anfwer theein
tliis, O King, ButEliss, the ftoutceft manhat
carth bare, when he was threatned by Zezcbel, and
hadaway toclcape, he flew from fezchel, 1 Kings (Xingssq.
19. If the chree Children had had thelike liberty
tofliechat Elieshad, they would and mighe have
fled ; but becaufe there was no way to preventi,
they foutly bore it. L 2. But
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3. Burifihe Lord doe give liberey,and fe our
2 way thatitis'poffible to avoid perfecuzion, yet
if by withdrawing, exther d thonour will come to
the truth, orif byit a man fhall omit a duty on
which the falvation of many foules depeads, r1-
ther then a man thould flie off fromthe truth for-
merly-raughe by um ; znd fo difco Tage others,
fethim die, and fcale the truth with his blo d,
nd rather dicthen dithonour thetruth, and omit
duty,and hurtothers,

1. Firttehen, if thetruth fhall {uffer hazard by
our thrinking afide, irisa finne, 2 7T%m. 4.16. At
his firft anfwerall forfooke him, they put himin
the forefront, and left himthere, they went one
to this, and another to that ;  lovePas/, faithone,
but my (hopmuft beferved ; Tlove Pasl, faithano-
ther, butthe-truthis, I muft looke tomy Iands;
Did thefe doe wellinic. No, faith Pas/, 1pray
God it benotlaidro theircharge. Thus we fec,
if the truch (hall {uffer any hazard by ou flying,
though we canefcape, yctin this cale we ought
nottoflictroubles.

2. If duty beomitted ; If amanbe inplace or
effice of authority, and forfakesduty becaufe of
perfecution,he finnes fearfully.

3. Concerning the falvation of others; Ifa
‘Minifter hazard the good of his Cengregation
by flying, woeto him. Oblervethis rule, andit
will goe agrearway ;allaffliGions that lie betwixe
meand duty, undergoethem, though hell gates
wereopen: It isnot neceflary, 2 man fhould want
a Crofle, it s neceffaty amaa fhould want. fiane

tather dietherefore thenbe wanting in fcr:;f;.
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A&ts 20 841 count not my life deare thar t may fimifh A8 2034
my cowrfewithjoy,as who fhould fay, whether fife

or bloud, it is not neceffary 1 thould live;ic is necefe

{ary Ifhould performe duty. A traveller thar muft

n¢eds go home,be the way never {o bad or dange~
rous,home he will:fo{ay you,to my duty 1 muft.

therfore whatever befals, it skils not. Yeeld ther

when God cals to fuffer, and woe to that foul that

will not beariit: 8 Crofle you muft have, and you

muft take it up too, if you be a difcipleto Chrift.

If this be o, thatthele thar willbe followers of  pygy,
Chbrift, muft take up his Crofle, then this fals
marvellous hard, efpecially upon twoforts,

1 Suchas will dwell in the houfe of our Savi-
our, butthe bread of affliction, and the water of
teates will not downe with them; they muft have
dainties, orel{e nothing will downe with them
thefe are unfic for our Saviour. Dothany onetake
a fervantonthis provifo, that hee muft never be
corrected, and that hemuft fare daintily, whatfo-
ever his Matter hath? N2y, no man will rake a fer-
vantontheletearmes, yetthisis the madnefe of
many,you are contentto be Profeflors, but you
it have dainties; you would be fonnes, butyou
would not be corre&ed; no, Gad takes none but
whomhee corre&s. There is a generation that
would bee chriftians, but they would have no
Croffe:they chriftians . we have aname that wee
arealive, but we are dead;if a man{hould tell you,
you are none of Chrifts, youwould think itvery
ill: whereas your confcience tels you, you arenot
abletobearethe breath of the wicked in fcornes
and fcoffes,how then wi% youbearethe weight :l'l

2
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alithe Crofle? it is with {uch men as with Hufbds,
théy would beonthebeftfide : if profperity and
peace torfike the Golpell, men forfake it, 3 Sam,
16.18. Hufbai comes to wAbfelom, and «Abfiloms
faith, Isthis thy kindene(fe to thy friend? nay [aith
Hufhaiybut whom the Lord and 1his people ball chufe,
bims witl Herve: {5 if Popery fhould come, if che
Piiefts thould aske men why they torlake their
religion: nay, would many nien fay, but whatre-
ligion the Pope and his thavelings thall chufe, will
1be of: ohif perfecution fhould come,th’s Croffe
would fcare manythoulands, Matth.27.42. If bee
will come downe from the Croffe, wewill beleeve bim,
Oh thereis a company of diffembling hypocrites
that will fay to our Saviour, if it bean imprifo.
ned Savicur,they will none ofhim, butifno pers
fecuted, never faved, if not brare the Croffe,never
looke to wearethe Crowne, cither bo h or none.

2 Thofediffembling hypocrites, thar now and
then profefle through a litcle wath-way; they
ftoopeandlifratthe C offe, butyet whenitcomes
to the up-fthot, they cannot beare th: burthen,
thele come tothe fire of affliion to be warmed,
bat nottobefcorched, as he (aid, they cannoe
burncfor religion. W hen Pasf was in bonds, hee
would not havethem athamed of his chaines; this
is a thing marvellous frequent. The Papiftshavea
foolifh dreame, that their Croffe,their airy Croffe
willfcare divels; that isbuta dorage, bue this
Croffe will (I hadalmoft faid, {care the Divell)
I am furewill difcover divels, that i<, hypocrires;
bring themto the Croffe, and you fhall feethem
fallbefore it like lightaing.

Firft
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Firltfor Officers, if there be an Alehoufc comes
to be indited, when it comes to a dead Lift, he will
lift, and fay, it is pitty you keepe fuchill ordersin
your houfe, I would it were not {fo; mee thiakes it
fhouldbe o:herwile, that you fhould not doefo,
living under fuch meanes, therefore I with you
would amend, &c. he gives them warning, and lec
th.m looke betcer to it bereafeer; he witheth them
well, &c.but he fees, if he thould croffe the drun-
kard and blafphemer, oh then the Croffe would
come; the drunkird would forfake bis thop,and
hc thould lofe cuitome ¢ upon this confideration,
he fliogs off all ducy, rather then have a Croffe.
Sccondly, come downc againe to carnal! Gof-
paliers, you fhall fee them Jifi ac the Croffe: tell
him of praying io his family, and family duties of
religion, 20d then he will pray now and then, and
he willfce his houfe in fome order,buc he feelesthe
Crofle comming, his carnallfriends will fay, how
now? whit you turn’d puritant and thevery
breath of carnall friends ftops him, and thenhee
f:ckes to thift for himfelfe, and one ftands outand
cavils, and (aith, why (thouldwe pray? oh thatis
not the matter, there is another thing in the way,
there is 2 Crofft you thinke will follow after:dott
thouthinke thou arcthedilciple of Chriftallthis
while 7 allthe followersof Chrift take up their
Crof{s, bu youtake not up your croffe, therefore
youare none of thedifcisles of Chrift: what argu-
ment of uprightncfle have you ¢
: lc\lll grounds of foundaefle are referred totwo
€adgs. -

1 Hjced of finge.
L3 2 Love



78

TbeﬂCbrift‘imr Leffon

[!ﬂg. l‘a!,o

Yiea,

2 Love of Chrift.

Now lay butthefe levell: firft, for hatred of
finne, whofoever hates finne, as finne, hates every
fiong;thereforein himf{elfe efpecially,asalfoin any
other, and he that hates will deftroy it; now exae
mine when thy place requiresit, thou doft nothing
againft finne, doftthouhate it ? where hatred of
finne is, there will be a kitling of finne, but thou
leteeft itlive, thercfore thou hateft not finne.

Secondly, for the love of Chrift : can youfay,
youlove Chuft, when your hearts are not with
him, fvdg. 16.15. when Chrift and a cultomer
comes in competition, and you defpife Chrift,
what doeyou lovethen ¢ why, it is plaine, thy
profic: therefore thou muft feeke grace, for asyet
thou haft none. Whofo¢ver hates poverty more
then {inne, or loveth honour more then Chrift, is
no follower of Chrift, but thele men are {o, there-
fore no followers, nor no difciples of our Savi-
our.

For confolation, is it fo that the followers of
Chrift muft cheeretully undergoe the Crofle, then
hereis comfore to thofe thar doubr of finceritys
wauldeft thouknow thetruth of grace ¢ then try
thy {elfeby the croffe; as thy {uffering is, {oisthy
fincerity, {ee if thou can(t take up the croffe: there
are many metals will beare the touch-ftone, but
the fire will try them beft: {othou mayeft deceive
the worlds eye, butthe fire when that comes, will
beare witnefle of thy finceriry, if thou doft fhrink
inthe wetting, if thou canft not ftand in the mouth
of the cannon,then art thou no followerof Chrift:

if the beame beads not under the building, thenic
is
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is heart of QOake; but ific bend, itis fappy: fo if
thougiveft way to the weighr, holdeft with the
Hare, and runneft with the Hound alfo,woe to thy
foule,thonart not right, s Cor.6.4+ #n alf things
approving sur febyes as she Miviftersof God : what is
that approvement? itis when a chriftian isableto
beare winde and weathey; asa free horfe makes
wafh-way of all. Itisreported by fhepheards,that
thofe (heepe whichare Igund, are made good by
the cold, bur they thatare not,dye: f{oit iswith
the thzepe of Chrift, there be many of the rafcal}
ciew,when winter comes, when the fharpe chill
cold ayre of perfecution comes, they fall off: to
keepe g ound hereisan argument of a good theep,
butsfrhou beelt loofebecaule of perfecution thou
artacoward, becaufethoubeareft not the Croffe,
Luke 31.13.this fhallbeto you for a teftimony,
as who fhould fay, the world knew not whether
you loved mee indeed, butthis will caftche bals
{ance, when there is to credit to honour 2man,but
a bare Chtift, thentobe content to {uffer,this will
givethe teftimony.

Butisitnot poflible for a Peter to deny Chrift# Qeeft
andfor.an hypocrite to dyein the profeflion of
Chrift ¢

Yes,and yee the truth is trie, and that fee in Anfor.
three rules, thar youmay difcover an hypacrites
{ufferings from a Saints.

1 Aohypocrite is.content to beare much, bt
whenyou fret him to the heart-veyne, he is deads
hethatbeares through pride, will beare any thing g e 9,52
butcontempt, Luke 8. 13, Mat1h,13. 3x. yethath
henot root tn himfelfe, but durech for a while, ;:01'

when

2 Cor.bege

Luke32.13
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when perfecution or tribulation arifeth bes
caufe of the word, he is offended; theie is an op-
portunity of temptation, and {eafon of fotrow: a
proud mans hold is credir, takcaway credicand
honour,and heis gone, but all comesalike to a
Suint,

2 Irmay be poffible,:thata good manmay bee
over-borne with troubles, and an hypocrite may
bethus : but afound chrittian when heerecovers
him{elfe, thac he hath gotcen his fence, hee takes
fhame, and is couragious afterward; but a carnall
hy pocrite, what he-hath done, he will defend, but
he confiders notarguments that may make him co
tuke up his Croffe, be takesabrow of brafle, and
out-faceth all; and will beare any (hing that is 2.
gainft him, but theythatjoynwith him are loved,
and bis arguments are commended: Peter didnoc
ftand onteaimes, but he remembred the words of
Chrift,and wept.

3 Bothmay dye in the maintenance of thé
truth,and yet both may differ, for a found chrifti-
anlaboursto creditthe Gofpell in dying, he takes
up the Crofle of Chrift, for Chrifts glory; but a
carnall hypocritehath his bafeaymes and ends. A
man may dyethrough pride, asa Ruffian, racher
then he will beare the lye, he will fightitour, hee
doth not maintaine his life, but his bafe luft. Pa-
pifts will come over and play the traytors, that
they miay becancnized for Saints:a manmay dye
without love, bur a gracious heast {uffers for the
love of the Gofpell.

If you will be followers of Chrift,take up your
Crofie, lay y our necks tothe blocke; hee rhal:blls

able
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able cheerefully totake upthe Croffe, hee is the
onely chriftian,

But may not 2 man rejoyce in Chrift 2

Yes,and we muft moutne that Chrift is difho-
noured by ungodly men. A manthould rejoyccin
Chrift, and marke whacthat is, doe as Pas/ did,
Gal, 6.14.Godforbid that L fbould gloryin any thing,
Jave in the Croffe of chrift. Welcome Churifts
Croffe, asthey did, 4¢#s5. 41. they went amay re.
joycing, shas shey were coumsed worthy to fuffer for
C/rift But can fuch menrejoyceinChrift that cane
not abide his prefence ¢ are thou content that
Chrift fhould looke over thy thoulder, whenthou
art railing and curfing,becaufethe Dicefall croffe
to thee? artcthou content God fhould ftrike thee
downedead, and call thee to judgementinthe
midftof thy game and fwearing ¢ 1doubt notbut
all thy fellow-gamefters would tun away if they
could:fhould a mantell you, you fhould redeeme
the time becaufethe dayesare evill, would he not
fpoyle your [port? doe you not thenhate Chrifts
Ifa man thould pray but halfe an houre,you would
thinkeitdeath : butohthecards and dice can bee
fate atmany houres; as who fhould fay, Chrift
‘came to pardon finne, that we might commit fin.
God will fend fuchmen and their practifes to hell,
is thistherejoycing in Chrift 2 Wirl your¢joycein
Chrift?then rejoyceindifgracefor Chrift ¢

How may we doethis ?

The meanes are five, thatamanmay be fitted 2uef.

to take up his Croffe.

»,
When we fet out in a chriftian courfe, fuppofc ¥ 44ws

the worftthat can befail, thar whatfoever doth
M befall

2

Gal 614
AQs 54l
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befall you,ye may Beabletovadirgoc ivichis hath
quafhed thecowage of many a chriftian, when
they heare and reade, they promife ro themfelves
they fhall b, ve honcu | and when their exreéati-
ons fa leand are croffed, their hearts fains . He thae
foweth,oblerve hnot the winde,and thetravelier
doti not obferve the dirty wayes, Matth, 10 34.
thinkenot that I comeso fend peace, as who fhould
{ay, benot raken with chat dreame that you fhall
have peace, that you fhall have dainnies;know this,
troubles ind perlecutiors muft come, and then it
this befall you,you w:ll fay,there is nothing come
bt that I looked for, Luke 14, 28, Hee thar will
bnilda tower must fitfk count sbe coft ¢ {0 count the
coft, youmuft parc with your right eye, and right
léangs,it will coftyou deereto bz a chriftian in-
eed.

2 Corclude what ever thall befall you, will be
but firft, fmall, andfecondly, theiffue willbee
good: fitfk, fmall; andthat fizft in the timeand
continuance, fecondly, in the thing and fi bftance,
but{mall in time and continuance; all tribulations
are but fhort, itis bura day of trouble,Pfe,50.15.
Ifa.26.20 Come my people, enter into thy ¢hamber,
#nd [but thy doore aboxt thee, hide thy felfe as it were

for alistle momentuntill the indignation be over-pag:
itisbut for a momen:, lite is buta bubble if wee
lofe it: and fecondly, the fubftance that wee lofes
if we lofe honour, it is but the brearh of man;if we
lofe wealth,itisasnothingswhy doft thoufet thine

eyes upon that which is not? Pre. 23.5.
Sccondly, asthe s@liGion will be but fmallinre.
fpectof dme dnd fobltance, fo conlider thci il Iff
ooke
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looke beyond aflittion, and markeche good of ity
and everjudgethe Croffe according to Gods judge
ment of it, Heb.10.34. you bavein beaven abester, Heb10.3 4¢
and miore endwring fubftance : would not a man lay
out an huadred pounds to have it. doubled ¢ you
doe net lofe riches, you fhall be rich in grace. Mofes
had aneye to the recompence of reward: had but
Lofeph thoughe his imprifonmene would have
brought him 1o honour, hee had borne itgladly
had Dawvid thoughethe lofle of Ziglaz would have
brought him to hiskingdome, he would have en-
dured ic; {fo Rom. 8. afliGions are not worch the
crowne ofglory. the cruthing of the grapes makes
wine, fo when a proud heare is cruth=d, he is hum-
ble, 2 Cor.4 17. thereis a crowne of glory laid up; 3 Corwus.,
when the Lord is purfuing with mifery, thinke the
Lord is preparing a crowrie: be not poring on mi-
(ery,hereis mifery, buc here is helpe too, Luke 21
19. Inpaticice poffeJe your foules; as who (hould Lukest- 1o
{ay, relolveonthis,doenor pur your hand on yotir
fore; no, the Lord will recompence all.

3 Lookeevery day to crofl your cofruptions,
and then your crofle will feeme cafie indeed,
1Cor. 15,31, I dyedasly. if a manhad agreac many
petty deaths,the great death would not trouble  Cor test
him: marya Suintis more quiet ¥n perfecation,
thenhe that perfecwees: the Portertifts a liiele and
a liele, at laft he gers up his burden.

4 Theoexemeanes is out of Heb.12,2. Looking Hebaza
12 lefus, ¢re. whenthou feet a Crofle, fee Chrift
too:tooke up to that power,and begge of him,and
receive of himthat which may be helpefull. Thi
lnoking to Chrift affords faccour three wayes':

Maia firft,
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firft, Chritt defpifed the Crofle, and what became
of 1t 7 henow firs at Gods right hand. Was Chrift
{mitten, and (halt notthou be difgraced ¢ arme
your {elves wi h the fame minde, 1 Pet, 4.1, ific
were fo with Chrift who had no finne, what will
it be with thee who haft finnes {econdly, Chrift
is with theeintronble, #4.63 9.7 allthesr afflicti-
ons be was afflicted. Jofeph was imprifoned,and God
was with him. The childe chooleth tobee with
his father, though it bein a [moaky cottage, foif
God be with thee, be quieted, 70bn 16 33, Inihe
worldye (hall bave trondle, but inmeye fball have
peace: chouart in prifon, but in Chrift inlarged,
here weake, butin Chrift made fireng. Thirdly,
remember that Chrift hath promifed to take all
trouble from thee, 1 Pet.5.7. humble your felves
therefore under the potent hand of God, that hee
may exalt you induetime thou art poore, let
Chrift beare thecare, and as long as Chrift bearés
thecare, why fhould not wee beare the croffer
Chrift will be withthee in fixe, an{ deliver thee
in feventroubles, Zeb 5.19. Porters lay fomething
betweene the burthen and their thoulders, folay
the promifes of Chrift upon thy thoulders, lay
mercy underthe Croffe: if 2 man beare a burthien
quictly, he carries it eafily, fo looketo Chrift,and
beare thy burthen willingly.,

5 Laftly, confider, if thou wilt not takeup a
Crofle, God willgivetheeacurfe. You will not
have your credit croffed,drunkards mult not fpeak
ill of youstake thy finne then : allthe finsofthole
drunkards and [wearers arethine, if thou reprove
themnot, and the curfe of God with them, the

vengg-
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vengeaoce of God will breake thy backe, Dives
would not have the Crofle; take thy pleafure faith
God, and the worme that never dyeth, Zam. §. 3.
the rich men would have their wealth : take your
wealth, (aith the Apotlile, butit is cankred, and it
will witneflc againft you. Evety fixe pence will
come as {o many witnefles: witnefle (faith this
fhilling) I was plucked out of the mouch of the
poore, youwill have a wealthy talenr,and you
{hall have wrach withit. You.that are now care-
lefle, you feare to fan&ific a Lords day, yeu will
not be croffed, God will bid you go to your neigh-
bours to be faved, forthem youloved, aad them
you obeyed; whether then will you have the
Crofle of Chiift, or the rage of the Almighty.
rather beare the Croffe of Chyift, then the indig-
nation of the Lord of hofts?

Itisaground of inftru@ion, if the fervants of Y44
Chrift mult bearethe Croffe, then who beethey
that makeit? Itis anundoubred argument of a foul
that jsan adverfary, thac fets himfelfe in bactell
aray againft the Almighty. They arethe Saintsof
Chrift that beare the Croffe,therefore they age the
flaves of Sathan that make it:it is agreat charaéter
otthe divell,heis an #ccufer of thebrethren and an Reweras
undoubted argument that they are of the divell,
thatlay heavy burthens on the backes of Gods
fervants, Phil.1.28. 14 is to them 4 1oken of perdition, 0 o
but t0you of falvatian: to be perfecuted is a figne of
your falvation; but to perfocute the faithfull fer-
vants of God,is aroken of perdition,asa manthat
hath the plague rokens,we fay, The Lord bavemer-
¢y upen kim, and we give him over for dcad, and

M3 the
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thebetl rolles tor him; (o {ectt thou a manthac af-
ter a{awdnicall mannercuts and carves out croffes?
ir1s atoken of perdition, and there is fcarce any
hopeoffuch aloule, 64£.4.29.30. heeaymesat
the flory concerning Jfmacel and Jfaac he perfecured
If12¢ by railing .Contemps,difgraces,reproches ba
perlecutions,& as Ifmael perlecated Ifaac, fo it will
b¢ tothe worlds end. Bat what {ai.h the Scrip-
tiwe? Caft outths bond-woman and ber fonne: you
are fevered from the Church here, and you fhall
be feparated from God hereafer. As itisanargus
ment of a Saint'to bearca Crofle, {oitisanargu-
ment ofadivell to make a Croffe.

Let him deny bim[elfe, and take up his Crofft,Firlt,
deny, then take , both deny and take.

Selfe-denyallisa fpeciall meancs to fit the foule
for {uffering. Therefore thefe two goe handin
hand, herhar is a felfe-denyer, will bea cheercfull
fufferer, itis not onely here expreffedibut in other
places mentioned, Revel. 13.11. thereisa defcrip-
tion ofamanthat fhall conquer; they overcame
the Dragon,becaufe they loved nottheir lives unto
death:tharis to (ay, they were contented to lay
downe ctheir lives, Luke 14.33. when amanhath
laid doswne him{elfe, then he may follow our Sa-
viout, ¥ Cor.7.29. hemakes thisthe armour,wher-
witha Chriftian fhould be furnithed againtt the
day of tryall: therime isfhort, what remaines<the
text [aith, Leshimthat is maried, be osif bewere
net maried:that is, 1 him have all, butlec him de-
ny all. When Peter denied hislife, henever denye
¢dChrift any more;fo whenlonab denyed his out
ftomacke, henever forfooke the nieflageof God
20y more. How



of Selfe-deniall.

How doththis feltedenyall bring inchis firi
tuall ability of undergoing the Croflc of Chrift?

Here we will give you the arguments. Obferve

you the caufes of forfaking the Croffe of Chrift,
which aretwo ;

1 When the Croffeis too keene or fharp,

2 Theweakenefle tharis inus,that we arenot
abl; to beare it. Now felfe-denyallremoves both
thede.

1 That felfe-denyall takes away the keenneffa
and tharpencfo, and theargument isthis, If (¢lfes
denyall keepe the Croffcfgrom pinching, then itis
a fpcciall meanes to take away the (harpepefle,and
foto make us beargit;the firft is cleere, therefore
the {econd muft follow. Then that it may appeare
thar felfe-deny.d! takes away the fharpencle, ob.
ferve, thatthe Croffe doth not take away any {pi-
riall thing:trouble and perfecumion doth not take
away fait! 5 Famanwereina dungeon, emighete
faithfull;the fire doth not confume the merall, but
take away the droffe; (o outward chings are onely
confumed, the other are pot tquched; now then
fincethe fharpeneffe lyes in outward things, felfe-
denyall beats backetheblow, fo that it cannot
trouble him:the oncly way o takeaway the fire,
istotake away the fuell; fo when the fire of pers
fecution is laming, felfe- denyall takes away the,
fucll, on which - flliction thould burne, Now it
doththisthr  wvayes.

1 A lel%e denying hearrdoth bafely efteeme of
the{e bafe things: fo much as you prize athing,fo
niuch youdie grieved for the lofle of it; 3 woman
thaz warvelloudly efteemes her childe, whcr; l{lgcﬁ
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lofeth her childe, fhe Lofeth herlifc: if men would
eftceme jewels as pebbles, the Teweller wouldbe
nomoregrieved forthe loffe of them then for
pebbles; o he that eftcemeth his honour, (asthe
ambirtious) his life, asthe naturall man, his ho-
nour and his life are his Gods; take away his God,
and he finkes; but afelfe-denying heart placeth no
worth in thele; if riches be gone, there is but a fha-
dow gonesiflife be gong, there is but a bubble
broken, 45 20.24.Pasl counted not his life dear,
as who thould {ay, if he had counted his life dear,
he had not finithed his courle with joy. A rich
man cares not todofe fixe pence, {o faith Pas/, 1
count not my lifedeare: all men for{fook P4/, fave
onely the houfe of Onefiphorus, yet this troubled
not Paxl, becaufehe had this felfe-denyall.

2 lticofens a mans affetions from delighting
inany thing herebelow, Lukerg. 26. afelfede-
nying heart hates wife and childrenfo farre asthey
hinder him from Chrift: he that loofens this koor,
may eafily untyeit: love a thing immoderately,
and be grieved for the loffe of it exceffively; a foo-
lith fpeech caftupon a proud perfon, how difcoue
ragedis heatit < buta felfe-denying heart cares no
more forit,then forthe barkiog of 2 dog . what can
prifontake from him¢ he hath given his liberty to
Chrift before; hethat cafts the duft on the dung-
hill, cares not thoughthe winde b' < it away;but
a felfe-denying heart countsall tha, s dung, and
therefore he isnot troubled, if he lofeallto gaine
Chrift. It is with a {elfe-denying heart as with a
dead man,he feeles nothing,Gal:6. x4 He is crucify-
ed 10 she world, and theworldto bim: if youwill take

away
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away glory, and lay {hameupon him , he feclesie
not s he is dead to cheworld; if you difgrace him,
he cares not.; you touch nothim ; itis cafiefora
manto{oofe that he hath not ; now a felfe.deny-
ing heart, that hath honour, isasif hehad noho-
nour ; ify outakeaway his joy,he is nottroubled;
heisasif he had itnot, he hath loft nothing, be-
caufe he left all before in affetions.?

3. It takes away that boifterous difpofition
whereby he oppofeth the Providence of God,
that brings the Croffe. Weby pride oppofe the
providence of God, bringing the Crofie j there-
fore we are troubled withit: now felfe.deniall
takesaway this ; therefore all the troubleis remo.
ved. Firft, thebird beats her felfe, therefore fhe
istroubled with the Cage ; the cole is untamed,
therefore troubled with fetters;when he is tamed,
he may live well withthe fetters:{o as that which
makes affli&ion tediousis our wayward heart, till
God have weanedus; thenadungeonis asgood as
a houfe,

Sccondly,felf.deniall takes away that weaknefle
thatisinusto bearethe Crofle; & that twowayes,

1. It makes way forderiving of fpirituall gra.
ces ;3 this made the Martyrs (o conftant, thatthe
Maffacrers cryed out, they were weary withkil-
ling ; it came not from flefhandblood, but from
felfe.deniall; hedhat is conftant to deny hisowng
firength , the strength of the Lord fhall {upply
him ; the Lord is able to fupport him : now 2
felfe-denying heart makes way for this ftrength,
heisnothing in himfelfe ; therefore Chrift isall

inalinhim.Philug.13.0 can doalshizgs inChrift whe
N ﬁrmc..
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Sirenghens me. Thete is‘a venue given from

Chnft raa (clfe: denying heart tobearetronble
2 Ir:brings refr fhiag from Chrift. Tworthings

therearcin commonrcalontobeare aburden.

1, Sticagth.

2. Cheerfulneflé,

So {clfe-deniall gives ftrength Ahd fivectneffe
we may cafily fwallow thefe pills, becaufe they
arefugered Zuke 1.53.Hehath flledthe burigry witk

geod things. 1fa. 577, He reviverh the (prss of the

bumble, The traveller muft have abait; fo God
givesafveet bicwhichis a daily bait,'that a-felfe-
denying heart may gocon his journey with com.
fort, ashe fpeakes, ¥ 5am. 1, 8. eAm 1 wotbestrr
sothee then tenchildren 81So Chrift faith tothes,
Am 1 not better totheethen athonfand credits?
Thusthe fouleis refrefhed.

Isit{o, that {elfe-deniallis 2 fpeeiall meanesto
takeup the Crofle . Thentheuft isthreefold.

t. Of Infrution. We fee why men flic off
from Chrift, and give himthe backe inthe day of
trouble s they are full of themfelves, and there-
foreflieoff; theircredit, honour,life, &¢./ Thefe
muftotbe partedfrom. lob 4. 5, 6. 12 is come np-
onthee, andthoufainteft 5 it toucheth thee, andthou
art sroabled, Many amanthathathmadea great
profeflron, whenthe wer comes he fhrinkes bafe-
ly s he denied not himfelfc, therefote he denies
the Croffe, andthat crufhes him, Itis with us,as
with awilde colt,an untamed horfesheisnotable
tobearthefpurs,but flingsofftherider.butifhebe
rid hard, he vill beare ady burden, becaufe his
ftéurftomacke is ¢comedowne fo is it with a

proud
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roud heart, that js full of himfelfe; when the
gurdcn comes, then the covetous man wincheth,
and would renounce God and his Gofpellrather
then he will beare mifery s but a Ielfg denying
heartiswilling ta take up his Croffe, becaufe he
hath laid down him{elf;hence comethofe ca nall
fhifts ; men fee fome beare the burden, andthey
withwell to ity butfaith one, 1have a family to
carc for ; thofe are tobe honoured that doefo,
but it is otherwife with me; the great oncs are fit-
teftthey have nocradestolooketoand the posre
ones have no riches to looke to: oh you have
{omewhat to lofe, there isthe bufineffe ; then be.
like thou haft no mercy toloofe ; thou haft not
denied thy felfe, therefore thou art no follower
of Chejft, Takethy Godsandperifthwiththem
thon wilt not fuffer, becaufe thou hatt thy felfe |
thercfor¢thou thaleburne with thy felfe in hell.
3. Itisaword of Examination. Weknownot
for whattimes God hath reférved us ; then hete
wemay fee, whoareableto ftand for Chrift. If
there beany manthat denies himfelfe, and takes
up thecrofle, he fhall have the crowne. But.are
thouable to deny thy felfe ornot 2 Attthou pow
a Profcffour, and wilt be a torfakerof Chrift 2
We arenot greater then our fellow-brethren we
know nothow foonemifery may betideus; 1$ he
likely to fuffer the loffe of hisblood,tharwill not
fuffer the loffle of a bafelult . Wil] he beare ¢che
pointof a {pear;thar wil not part witha little cre.

rﬁa;g

dit?fudg.7.5. When Gideonwas to fight with the fudg.r.

Midianites, thofethat wereafraid we badethem
retyrne, and.they went almolt all away. Now,
N2 God
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God gives them another triall, they.thatlapped,
went; and they were three hundred. Therefore
in the Pfal. 110, itis faid, Chrift [hall drinkeof the
brooke by theway ; Thatis, he fhalltake a lapbythe
way,and goc cheerfully to his worke : ifthe Lord
fbould try us thus, all thar are fearfull to fuffer,
would fiie into the Low-countreys; there would
bebutafew, it God fhouldfay, by thole that fip
at the world, by thofe I willdefend my Gofpell,
How few would there b:! for men will part
with nothing : take a company that live in the
Church,they are(many of them)notableto beare
the power of theword ; thou that wilt not part
froma luft, how wilt thou be able to part from
thy blood 2 Now, what fhall wethinkeof thofe
that will not have commodities croffed 2 Rather
16ofe confcience then fix pence; how fhall we
thinke thefewill loofe their eftates, theirblood
andlife?

Itisa word of direction. Namely, wearetoad.
vile, how to prepare our felves forthe fierytry.
all; beginthe right way, and pedfevere conftant.

ly ,be marvellous empry,and then be fitto beare

troubie; menthinke to out-brave mifery 3 one,
faith he, refolved of it, hewill die, that he will,
before he willbe aPapift; No, thisbold boatt.
ini isan argument, thouwilt notbeare the croffe
when it comes to the tryalt; commonly thefe
men flicoff in time of perlecution. Butthed
God commandsis this; looke into thy heart, and
take notice what is moft delightfullto thy foulé ;
Isit honour, eafe, credit, &c. Isthy lifedeare une
tothces Examine this wiftly in-theibeft oF thy
Me-
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meditations, and when you have found what is
deareft, thenbring your foules to a holy contempt
of it: what 2 mantramples upon, heiscontent an«
other fhould tread on: fouldiers when they come
into the field, doeaccuftome themfelves to bard-
nefle:the cruth is brethren, we know not how foon
God may call us to fuffer;were the-encmies on our
borders even now, how would you beare it ¢
would you thenbe willing to renouncethe ho-
nour you have efteemed, the riches youhave em-
braced ¢ thenrenounce chem now, and you will
notbe perplexed whenyouléave them. If Sathan
goesagainft you, and purfues you, and {aich,if you
follow thefe coutfes,you mutt part from thefe and
the{e comforts, if youtake this way, you muft
looke for mifery, you muft looke tobe defpifed
of father and mother, and brother and kindred,
You muft never looke to come to preferment, &c.
now, will you be fenced; renounce all aforchand,
doe youtell me ofhonour, {aith the {clfe-denying
heart, let honour looke toitfelfe; bur fay to him,
what will become of your liberty «  your liberty
willbe gone, faith the foule, let liberty looke to
it felf,1 willlooketo duty: this is once,and all thac
is required at my hands,

But when 2 man hath.taken up his croffe, how
fhallhe follow Chrift,troublesare foredious ¢

Let himtake up his croffc and follow.

A [fictions fhould not, yay caunes hinder she obeds.

ance ofthe faithfull,

The text doth not {ay,lethim take up hiscroffe
and leaveme, no, but take up his crofle and falow
me;as who thould fay, perfecution will ftand with

N 3 perfe-

Qucfp

/80,
Dt
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erfeverance in obedience, Chrift and a cooilt ag-
Numb.1434 cord, Nomb,14.24. the Lord himfelfe {peakes of
Caleb, that he followed him fully: thechildren of
Ifrael, whenthey came out of Epypt, were driven
into the wilderneffe, and wercin crowdsof extre-
mitic, famiac on the one fide, the enemy purluing
onthe other, yet Caled followed God fully, no-
P2kt 17,35 thing hingred him from foliowing God, Pl 44
17.18.19.Thod haft caft us ingo the placeof Dragons,
and covered us wish the fhadow of dearh, yes svee have
Dans,re.  notforgosten thee, ¢re. Dan.6, 10, when the King
had made adecrecand fealed it, was Damel daug-
ted: did hee ftarcafidts no, he fet open his win-
dow, that though all the canon fhot was about
his eares, thotghthedecree was fealed and gore
AseX3  ot, yer Dasicl was the fame man, As 4. 19,
when the Scribes and Pharifes were violent, the
Avpoftles were refolute, whenthey had been fore-
warned, they an{weréd, whether 1t were fitteft co
obey God or man, judge ye: andin the 29. verfe,
the bolder they were in perfecuting, the bolder
they were in fuffefing. Birds will fing in flormes,
fo Godsbirds will fing cheerefully inthegreatett
ftorme of perfecution.

Quef. Buthow canthisbe: isitnot fo, that by perfe-
cution occafions of good are raken away, and
fometimes lifeistaken away, and if men doe not
live, how can they follow Chrift ?

dnfmn I anfwer two things.

1 Oppofition may ftop theoutward aéionsa
man would performe, but the inward gracious
difpofition cannot behindred; they cannot take
away his heart, he hath asgreata heartto love du-

1y,
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ty,and whena mans ations are by force hindred,
God accepts she will for the deed, 2 Cor.8,12. 3 Cor.8113,

3 Though 2 man cannot follow Godin one
kinde, yet hemay in another, though fome graces
may be hihdred; yet others will be furthered, and
thigt isthe duty God requires at that time, fams. 1.4, 4504
Les patience have her perfect morke, thatis,God puts
aman on feveralleryals, fometimes in perfon,
fometimes-in difgrace; now patience playes at al
weapons, and when fhe hath borneall, fhee con-
quersall, Looke, as it is win touldters in fum-
mer, they goeintothe field, andinwinter theylye
inGarifon, yetthey are fouldiers ftill; fo fome
duties are fummer-dutics, ashearing and the like;
thiefe are in the time of profperity, but whenthe
winter Of perfecution comes, and beficgeth the
heart,then God cals for patience, You hearethe
word, thatisa {ummer-duty, but when you are
{catrered afunder,God tequires parience,and fclfe~
denyall, yetinboth we follow Chrift. Ifa Saint
thould dye, yet he forfakes not obedience, for heg
hath followed Chrift as farre as he caninay Chrift
could goeng further then death, after death aman
is confidered as atconquerour, then the battell i
ended, Heb.13.4. Te have not yet refifteduntoblondy oy
Iohn 21,18, The Lord Chriftthe Generall of the Iohnas, sty
field, knowes howto difpofe his fervants ; when
Peser was yourg, Godfent himrtopreach,when he
wis old, he fent him to dye, whenhee could not
preach,

Bur how Yar cah this be+ doth not affliction Quf
hioderaman ¢
It thould nox, nay 1t cannof, and that for three

grouads. 1 B¢
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1_Becaule Godallowes of ftarting at no time;
the Law bindes at al] times, to all times, is an old
rulein Divinity; there is notime wherein finneis
to be granted ; our condition may aleer, but duty is
that which God ever cals for: poverty may take
away riches, but no condition fhould take away
duty, bucfome duty isto be performed, though
not this nor that, yet agood confcienceis alwaies
ta be preferved:there is a neceffity for aman fome-
times to have afli@ions: God gives them,but God
nevergives anecefli:y to finne : itis not neceflary
tobe rich, butitis neceffary to be holy inall man-
ner of converfation, 1 Pet.1.15.nay,{ccondly, the
more oppofition amanhath, the more refolute he
thould be, for then there is moft aced of courage:
the Captaine requires moft courage in thebatrell,
and in harveft, if a ftorme be comming, we worke

hardeft, {o 2 man thould bee moft conftant in the

time of trouble, 72de 3. Contend for the faith.
Contention implyes oppofition,the more trouble,
the more courage God requires. Sound faving
grace will never flip away, inthe greateft oppofi-
tion, then isthe timefor love to doemoft: abro-
ther (faith Salomon)isborne for adverfuy :loveis
ike lightning, itismoft fiery whereit findesmoft
oppofition:fo whenlove is in moft oppofition,it is
moft violent inrefolution, A%s 4.2 0,WWe cannos bas
Jpeake she things we have beard, as who fhould fay,
we haue a warrant from God,therefore we cannot
butdoe it, andinthe{econd verfe, the lame man
beingcured, the Scribesand Pharifes weregrieved
at it, the Difciples having raught concerning
Chritt, and the glory that cametothe Goi'pcllll :
the
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the Scribesand Pharifes thought to cruth the bu.
finefle, now faith Peter, verle 9. if we be examined
concerning the good deed; as who fhould fay, you
Scribes and Pharifecs ufe to convent people for
gooddeecs. Thereforebe it knowne unro all you
men of /frael, as who thould fay, you Pharifes
would have Chrift hidden, therefore all yemen of
Ifracl; be it knowne, that by the name of thar Iefus
whom ye have crucified, this man andeth whole
thus zealous was he, though convented : the fpiric
ofthe Lotd isa kingly fpirit, therefore it will
make a man leap over all blocks, R#rb 1.16. Naoe wutr.1s,,
mihaving alledged many arguments to diffwade
Ruth, marke how fhere(olves, intreas me not for thy
Godfball bemy God. the more love is oppofed, the
more violent & relolute it is:there are no trees fall
by a {torme, but thofe that are rotten, thofethat
ar¢ good grow the fafter;loicis witha heart thae
loves Chiift in fincerity, hebeares downeall.

3 Affli¢tions are fo farre from hindring, that
they further obedicnce, there is no thanke to the
Crofle for it: in it felfeitis a kinde of poifon, but
this Crofle that would hindera man, the power
of Chyift over-powring it,helps 2 man,and thatin
two particulars.

1 Becaufe the Crofle weaneth a Chriftians
foule from the loye of thofe things here below;he
that prided himfelfe ingay coats, prefent before
him all the fine feathers at his death bed,and aske
him, will you goeto heavenin thefe# then hee
hates them, affliction takes away theloveof all,
Deut.2 8. thedainty Damolell fhalllicke the earth
in time of famine, the foule inaffliction clea\gs :lo

o od:
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God: ivhen the wheeles are {coured, they goe the
bettery fo afllictions rake away the ruft of :mmo-
derateplealures and d- fires, Jeb 36.1 0.

Three things affiilions ave,

1 Th yopenthecye.
2 They boarctiiceare,a poore mans tale may
now be heard.

3 God commands a Yoofe keart to ftoope by
them: when cherhiree children were in the fire, it
buined dhci- boads, bur hinderd not their walk-
ing, {o afflitions burne qurlufts,buchinder not our
walking with God.

2 AsaffliGions are made uC full and beneficiall
to Chriltians, in refpe& tharthcy weane them
fromthelove of the world, and fcowre offcor.
ruptiont. Soalfo fecondly becaufe the Crofle firs
up our graces, afflictions fet anedge on graces,
A5 17,16 bis [piritwas fiirred with indignation »
ir is with grace, asitwas with Sampfon, when the
Philiftines were not there: he flepr, butwhenthey
werc upon him, he rentall in pieces; fo ourgraces
are aflzepe, if milery come upon us, it provokesus
to fhake our felves s all the men in a thip are quiet
macaime, b tn a greattempeft all are bufie,eve-
ry manis {tirring, one ruanesto the pumpe, ano-
thertothe fterne; foall the while weareinacalm,
patiencelyes ftill ,but whenwe aretofled, if ihere
be any grace, thenic willbe ftirring. Faith laics
hold, patence beares, itis admirablero feewhat
menwill doe ia fickneflt:itisa common Proverb,
there would be admirablegood men, if men were
as good alwaies 25 they ase in fickneffe. Take a
great perfecutor:and lerbut God letin a veyne of

vengeance,
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vengeance, O then what relolutions aretherecbue
whenthatis gone, all promilesfall tatheground,
- Trisawordof inftruétion, hence perfecutionis
a plea for exactnefl¢ : no poverty can excufea man
from duty;if no affliGtion can binder from follow-
ing of Chrift,thea no afflicion cangive excufe for
ot following of Chrift; itis no plea to fay, my
neighbour hindred me: when Peser denyed Chift,
he did not fay, Lord, I was in greac feare, I loved
thee well,yet denyed thee bifely:we heare no fuch
matter, but he wept biteerly, he faw his fane, :ad
was afhamed ofit: this fhould be our courfe, Péil.
If there be any thing shas is bonefl, any thing that s
purethinke upon thefe: aman mighr reply che caufe
is good, thereare honeft things, 1 bur trouble ac.
companics then; what of thate yet if therc be any
thing that is pure, thinke on that; yea fay fome,
the pragtifeis pure, but jt is reprochtull: now faich
the Texe, there is no pretended inconveniency
that fhould be a hinderance ina cbriftian courfe ¢
doenot thinke of reproaches, but if there be any
thing hoacft, any thing pure, thinke on thac. Afl
youlfmacls thac [coffe at purity,if Pasd were good,
ye arenaught, He5,13 4.5, W heo weare married;
we mult looke to our fumilies; no {aith the Texr,
avoid covetoufne(fe, doe not {ay, thecaufe isgood,
but my family muft be looked to: drunkennefle
(hould be hated faith one, but then T thould Jofe
my caftome. Icis good to pray, forthe Sciipture
faith, Pouredownethy wrath on fuch as callnot
on thy name, bur it takes up time;and I fhould bee
fcoffed ar,and counted a Purican, and therefore I
pray have me excufed. I cannot excufe you, for is
Oz there

Phil.¢.8.
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there not 2 God robe pleafed, as well as acufto.
mer? when the heavens (hall bne, and the
works thereof be confumed, doe you thinke this
willexcufz you, rofay,l would have prayed, bue
my Mafter would have beatme, my neighbours
would seproach me, &c. If you feare your neigh-
bours more thea God, then geryou to hell with
your neighbours, and then let them fuccour youy
thele arenot fufficicnt excules, therefore delude
not your confciences; will youtell God,acroffe
troubled you? he willtellyou,youthould haveta-
keair up: had Chrilt{aid tovs, wifh younhad been
faved,but then Imuft be {pic upon and crucificd,
but chat I will not, woe had beene unto us,had not
Chrift beene forfiken, 1 had beenedamned, doe
not thinkto drive the bargainetothe laft farching:
let God be honoured, though 1 troubled, this is
right; bucto fay ler God behonoured, but 1 will
notbetroubled: ah poore wretch, haft thou any
fharein Chrift ¢ hechat (uffereth not with Chrift,
fhatl not have glory with him: therefore as you
defireto have comforr, lay away thefe figge-
leaves, that willnotavaile to thelter you. Becaufe
thou wilt notrake up a Crofle, thou fhalt not have
a Chrift to fave thee.

THE
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