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freewill-offerings to his praise, more inflamed with draw near with a true heart, and in full assurance
holy love and joy, and more engaged in seriousness 1 offaith, worshipping God with so much the more
of thought, andsincerity of intention;havingboldness cheerfulness and humble confidence, still saving,
to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, let us I Blessed be Godfor Jesus Christ.

AN

EXPOSITION,
WITH

PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS,

OF THE FOURTH BOOK OF MOSES, CALLED

NUMBERS.

Tne titles of the five books of Moses, which we use in our Bibles, are all borrowed from the Greek trans¬
lation of the Seventy, the most ancient version of the Old Testament that we know of. But the title of
this book only we turn into English; in allthe rest we retain the Greek word itself; for which difference I
know no reason, but that the Latintranslators havegeneral!v done the same. Otherwise, this book might
as well have been called Arithmoi, the Greek title, as the fii stGeiiesis, and the second Exodus;or these
might as well have been translated and called, the first the Generation, or Original, the second the
Out-let, or Escape, as this JVumbers.—This book was thus entitled,because of the numbers of the chil¬
dren of Israel, so often mentioned in this book, and so well worthy to give a title to it, because itwas the
remarkable accomplishment of God's promise to Abraham, that his seed should be as the stars < f
heaven for multitude. It also relates to two numberings of them, one at mount Sinai, (ch. 1.) the other
in the plains of Moab, thirty-nine years after, ch. 26. And not three men the same in the last account
that were in the first. This book is almost equally divided between histories and laws, intermixed.

I. We have here the histories of the numbering and marshalling of the tribes; (ch. 1. .4.) the dedicatii n
of the altar and Levites; (ch. 7, 8.) their march; (ch. 9, 10.) their murmuring and unbelief, for which
they were sentenced to wander forty years in the wilderness; (ch. 11.. 14.) the rebellion of Korah;
(ch. 16, If.) the history of the last year of the forty; (ch. 20 . . 26. ) the conquest of Midian, and the set¬
tlement of the two tribes; (ch. 31, 32.) with an account of their journies, ch. 33.

II. We have divers laws, about the Nazarites, &c.;(ch. 5, 6.) and again, about the priests' charge, &c.;
(ch. 18, 19.) feasts, (ch. 28, 29.) and vows; (ch. 30.) and relating to their settlement in Canaan, ch. 27,
34,35, 36. An abstract of much of this book we have in a few words, (Ps. 95. 10.) Forty years
long was Igrieved with this generation; and an application of it to ourselv cs, (Heb. 4. 1.) Let us fear
lest we seem to come short. Many considerable nations were now in being, that dwelt in cities and for¬
tified towns, of which no notice is taken, no account kept, by the sacred history; but very exact records
are kept of the affairs of a handful of people, that dwelt in tents, and wandered strangely in a wilder¬
ness, because they were the children of the covenant: For the Lord'sportion is his people, Jacob is the
lot ofhis inheritance.

NUMBERS, I.

CHAP. I.
Israel was now to be formed into a commonwealth, or a

kingdom rather; for the Lordicas their King, (1 Sam. 12.
12.) their government a theocracy, and Moses under him
was KinginJeshurnn,Dent. 33. 5. Now for the right set¬
tlement of this holy state, next to the institution of good
laws,was necessary the institution of good order; an ac¬
count therefore must be taken of the subjects of this
kingdom, which is done in this chapter; where we have,
1. Orders given to Moses to number the people, v. 1..4.
II. Persons nominated to assist him herein, v. 5.. 16.
III. The particular number of each tribe, as it was given
in to Moses, v. 17. .43. The sum total of all together,
v. 44 ..46. V. An exception of the Levites, v. 47 ..54.

I. iND the Lord spake unto Moses in
l\- the wilderness of Sinai, in the ta- 1

bernacle of the congregation, 011 the first day
of the second month,in the second year after
they were come out of the land of Egypt
saying, 2. Take ye the sum of all the con¬
gregation of the children of Israel,after their
families, by the house of their fathers, with
the number of their names, every male by
their poll ; 3. From twenty years old and
upward, all that are able to go forth to war
in Israel: thou and Aaron shall number
them by their armies. 4. And with you
there shall be a man of every tribe ; ever\
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one head of the house of his fathers. 5. And
these are the names of the men that shall
stand with you : Of the tribe of Reuben ;
Elizur tli" son of Shedeur. G. Of Simeon ;
Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. 7. Of
Judah ; Nahshon the son of Amininadab.
8. Of Issachar; Nethaneel the son of Zu-
ar. 9. 01' Zebulun ; Eliab the son of He-
Ion. 10. Of the children of Joseph: of
Ephraim, Elishama the son of Ammihud:
of Manasseh, Gamaliel the son of Pedah-
zur. 11. Of Benjamin ;Abidan the son of
Gideoni. 12. Of Dan ; Ahiezer the son of
Ammishaddai. 13. Of Asher; Pagiel the
son of Ocran. 14. Of Gad ; Eliasaph the
son of Deuel. 15. Of Naphtali ;Ahira the
son of Enan. 16. These were the renown¬
ed of the congregation, princes of the tribes
of their fathers, heads of thousands in Is¬
rael.

Here is a commission issued out for the number¬
ing of the people of Israel; and David, long after,
paid dear for doing it without a commission. Here is,

I. The date of this commission, v. 3. 1. The
{itace;it is given at God's court, in the wilderness of
Sinai; from his royal palace, the tabernacle of the
congregation. 2. The time; in the second year af¬
ter they came up out of Egypt; we may call it the
second year of that reign. The laws in Leviticus
were given in the first month of that year; these
orders were given in the beginning of the second
month.

II. The directions given for the execution of it,
v. 2, 3. 3. None were to be numbered but the
males, and of those only such as were fit for war.
None under twenty years old; for though some such
might have bulk and strength enough for military
service, yet, in compassion to their tender years,
God would not have them put upon it to bear arms.
2. Nor were any to be numbered, who, through
age, or bodily infirmity, blindness, lameness, or
chronical diseases, were unfit for war. The church
being militant, those only are reputed the true mem¬
bers of it that have listed themselves soldiers of Je¬
sus Christ; for our life, our Christian life, is a war¬
fare. 3. The account was to be taken accordingto
theirfamilies, that it might not only be known how
many they were, and what were their names, but
of what tribe, and family, or clan; nay, of what
particular house every person was; or, reckoning it
the muster of an army, to what regiment every man
belonged, that lie might know his place himself, and
the go* eminent might know where to find him.
They were numbered a little before this, when
their poll-money was paidfor the service of the ta¬
bernacle, Exoci. 38. 25, 26. But it should seem
they were not then registered by the house of their
fathers, as now they were. Their number was the
same then that it was now, Six hundred thousand
andthree thousand andfive hundredandfifty men,
for as many as had died since then, and were lost in
the account, so many were arrived to be twenty
years old, and were added to the account. Note,
As one generation /lasseth away, another genera¬
tion cometh. As vacancies are daily made, so re¬
cruits are daily raised to fill up the vacancies, and
Providence takes care that, one time or other, in
one place or other, the births shall balance the bu¬
rials, that the race of mankind and the holy seed
mav not be cut off' and extinct.

III. Commissioners are named for the doing of

| this work. Moses and Aaron were to preside, (v
• 3. ) and one man of every tribe, that was renowned
in his tribe, and was presumedto know it well, was
to assist in it: the /irinces of the tribe, v. 16. Note,
Those that are honourable should study to be ser¬
viceable; he that is great, let him be your minister,
and show, by his knowing the public, that he de¬
serves to be publicly known. The charge of this
muster was committed to him who was the lord-
lieutenant of that tribe.

Now, why was this account ordered to be taken
and kept? For several reasons. 1. To prove the
accomplishment of the promise made to Abraham,
that God would multiply his seed exceedingly, which
promise was renewed to Jacob, (Gen. 28. 14.) that
hisseed should beas the dust of the earth; now it ap¬
pears that there did not fail one tittle of that good
promise, wluch was an encouragement to them to
hope that the other promise of the land of Canaim

, for an inheritance should also be fulfilled in its
season. When the numberof a body of men is only
guessed at, upon the \ iew, it is easy for one, that is
disposed to cavil, to surmise that the conjecture is
mistaken, and that, if they were to be counted, they
would not be found half so many; therefore God
would have Israel numbered, that it might be upon
record how vastly they were increased in a little
time; that the power of God's providence, and the
truth of his promise, may be seen and acknowledg¬
ed by all. It could not have been expected, in any
ordinary course of nature, that seventy-five souls,
(which was the number of Jacob's family when he
went down into Egypt) should in 215 years (and it
was no longer) multiply into so many hundred thou¬
sands. It is therefore to be attributed to an extra¬
ordinary virtue in the divine promise and blessing.
2. It was to intimate the particular care which
God himself would take of his Israel, and expected
that Moses and the inferior mlers should take of
them. God is called the Shejtherd of Israel: (Ps.
80. 1.) now the shepherds always kept count of
their flocks, and delivered them by number to theii
under-shepherds, that they might know if any were
missing: in like manner Godnumbers his flock, that
of all which he took into his fold he might lose none,
but upon a valuable consideration, even of those that
were sacrificed to his justice. 2. It was to put a
difference between the true-born Israelites and the
mixed multitude that were among them; none were
numbered but Israelites;all the world is but lumber
in comparison with those jewels. Little account is
made of others, but the saints God has a particular
property in, and concent for: The Lord knows
them that are his, (2 Tim. 2. 19.) knows them by
name, Phil. 4. 3. The hairs of their head are num¬
bered;but he will say to others, "/ never knew
you, never made any account of you." 4. It was
in order to their being marshalled into several dis¬
tricts, for the more easy administration of justice,
and their more regular march through the wilder¬
ness. It is a rout, and a rabble, not an army, that
is not mustered and put in order.

17. And Moses and Aaron took these
men which are expressed by their names :
18. And they assembled all the congrega¬
tion together on the first day of the second
month, and they declared their pedigrees af¬
ter their families, by the house of their
fathers, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
by their polls. 19. As the Loan com¬
manded Moses, so he numbered them inthe
wilderness of Sinai. 20. And the children
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of Reuben, Israel's eldest son, by their ge¬
nerations, after their families, by the house
of their fathers, according to the number of
the names, by their polls, every male from
twenty years old and upward, all that were
able to go forth to war; 21. Those that
were numbered of them, even of the tribe of
Reuben.; were forty and six thousand and
five hundred. 22. Of the children of Si¬
meon, by their generations, after their fami¬
lies, by the house of their fathers, those that
were numbered of them, according to the
number of the names, by their polls, every
male from twenty years old and upward,all
that were able to go forth to war; 23.
Those that were numbered of them, even of
the tribe of Simeon, were fifty and nine thou¬
sand anil three hundred. 24. Of the chil¬
dren of Gad, by their generations, after
their families, by the house of their fathers,
according to the number of the names, from
twenty years old and upw ard, all that were
able to go forth to war; 25. Those that
were numbered of them, even of the tribe of
Gad, were forty and live thousand six hun¬
dred and fifty. 20. Of the children of Ju-
dah, by their generations, after their fami¬
lies,by the house of their fathers, according
to the number of the names, from twenty
years old and upward, all that were able to
go forth to war : 27. Those that were
numbered of them, even of the tribe of Ju-
dah, were threescore and fourteen thousand
and six hundred. 23. Of the children of
Issachar, by their generations, after their
families, by the house of their fathers, ac¬
cording to the number of the names, from
twenty years old and upward, all that were
ahle to go forth to war ; 29. Those that
were numbered of theiu,eren of the tribe of
Issachar, were, fifty and four thousand and
four hundred. 30. Of the children of Ze-
bulun,by their generations, after their fami¬
lies, by the house of their fathers, according
to the number of the names, from twenty
years old and upward, all that were able to
go forth to war; 31. Those that were
numbered of them, even of the tribe of Zebu-
lun, were fifty and seven thousand and four
hundred. 32. Of the children of Joseph,
namely,of the children of Ephraim, by their
generations, after their families,by the house
of their fathers, according to the number of
the names, from twenty years old and up¬
ward, all that were able to go forth to war ;
33. Those that were numbered of them,
even of the tribe ofEphraim,were forty thou¬
sand and five hundred. 34. Ofthe children
of Manasseh, by their generations, after
their families, by the house of their fathers,
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according to the number of the names,
from twenty years old and upward, all that
were able to go forth to war ; 35. Those
that were numbered of them, even of the
tribe of Manasseh, ivcre thirty and two
thousand and two hundred. 3G. Of the

I children of Benjamin, by their generations,
after their families, by "the house cf their
fathers, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,

1 all that were able to go forth to war ; 37.
Those that were numbered of them, even of

j the tribe of Benjamin, were, thirty and five
thousand and four hundred. 33. Of the

J children of.Dan, by their generations, after
their families, by the house of their fathers,
according to the number of the names,
from twenty years old and upward, all that
were able to go forth to war ; 39. Those
that were numbered of them, even of the
tribe of Dan, ivere threescore and two
thousand and seven hundred. 40. Of the
children of Asher, by their generations,
after their families, by the house of their
fathers, according to the number of the
names, from twenty years old and upward,
all that were able to go forth to war ; 41.
Those that were numbered of them, even
of the tribe of Asher, were forty and one
thousand and five hundred. 42. Of the

[ children of Naphtali, throughout their gene-
1 rations, after their families, by the house of
j their fathers, according to the number of
the names, from twenty years old and up¬
ward, all that were able to go forth to
war ; 43. Those that were numbered of
them, even of the tribe of Naphtali, were
fifty and three thousand and four hundred.

' We have here the speedy execution of the orders
i given for the numbering of the people. It was
begun the same day that the orders were given.
The first day of the second month; compare t>. 18.

j with v. 1. Note, When any work is tone done for
God, it is good to set about it quickly, while the
sense of duty is strong and pressing. And, for

' aught that appears, it was but one day's work, for
! many other things were done between this and the
| SCt'.i* day cf this month, when they removed their
camp, eh. 10. 11. Joab was almost ten months
numbering the people in Da\ id's time, ('2 Sam. 24.
8.) but then they were dispersed, now they lived
close together; then Satan moved the doing of it,
now God did. It was the sooner and more easily
done now, because it had been done but a little
while ago, and they needed hut review the old
books, with the alterations since made, which,
probably, they had kept an account of as they oc¬
curred.

In the particulars here left upon record, we may
observe,

1. That the numbers are registered in words at
length, (as Imay say,) and not in figures; to every
one of the twelve tribes it is repeated, for the
greater ceremony and solemnity of the account,
that they were numbered 6y their generations, after
their families, by the house of their fathers, accord
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ÿjig- to the number of their names; to show that
every tribe took and gave in the account by the
same rule, and in the same method, though so many
hands were employed in it; setting down their
genealogy first, to show that their family descended
from Israel, then the families themselves in their
order, then dividing each family into the houses or
suoordinate families that branched from it, and
under these, the names of the particular persons,
according to the rules of heraldry. Thus every
man might know who were his relations or next of
kin, on which some laws we have already met with
did depend: besides that, the nearer any are to us
in relation, the more ready we should be to do them
good.

2. That they all end with hundreds, only Gad
with fifty, (i>. 25.) but none of the numbers descend
to units or tens. Some think it was a special provi¬
dence that ordered all the tribes just at this time to
be even numbers, and no odd or broken numbers
among them, to show them that there was some¬
thing more than ordinary designed intheir increase,
there being this uncommon in the circumstance of
it. It is rather probable, that, Moses having some
time before appointed rulers of hundreds, and
rulers of fifties, (Exod. 18. 25.) they numbered the
people by tbeir respective rulers, which would
bring the numbers to even hundreds or fifties.

3. That Judah is the most numerous of them all;
more than double to Benjamin and Manasseh, and
almost 12,000 more than any other tribe, x>. 27. It
was Judah whom his brethren must /iraise, because
from him Messiah the Prince was to descend; but
because that was a thing at a distance, God did
many ways honour that tribe in the meantime, par¬
ticularly by the great increase of it, for His sake
who was to spring out of Judah (Heb. 7. 14.) inthe
fulness of time. Judah was to lead the van through
the wilderness, and therefore was furnished accord¬
ingly with greater strength than any other tribe.

4. Ephraim and Manasseh, the sons of Joseph,
are numbered as distinct tribes, and both together
made up almost as many as Judah; this was in pur¬
suance of Jacob's adoption of them, by which they
were equalled with their uncles Reuben and Sime¬
on, Gen. 48. 5. It was also the effect of the bless¬
ing of Joseph, who was to be a fruitful bough,
Gen. 49. 22. And Ephraim the younger is put
first, and is more numerous than Manasseh, for Ja¬
cob had crossed hands, and foreseen ten thousands
of Ephraim, and thousands of Manasseh. The
fulfilling of this confirms our faith in the spirit of
prophecy with which the patriarchs were endued.

5. When they came down into Egypt, Dan had
but one son, (Gen. 46. 23.) and so his tribe was but
one family, eh. 26. 42. Benjamin had then ten
sons, (Gen. 46. 21.) yet now the tribe cf Dan is
almost double in number to that of Benjamin.
Note, The increasing and diminishing of families
does not always go by probabilities. Some are
multiplied greatly, and again are minished, while
others, that were poor, have families made them
like a flock, I's. 107. 38, 39, 41. and see Job 12. 23.

6. It is said of each of the tribes, that those
were numbered who were able to go forth to war,
to remind them that they had wars before them,
though now they were in peace, and met with no
opposition. Ij-t not him that girdeth on the harness
boast as though he hudfiut it off.

44. These are those that were numbered,
which Moses and Aaron numbered, and
the princes of Israel, being twelve men:
each one was for the house of his fathers.
45. So were all those that were numbered
of the children of Israel, by the house of

|| their fathers, from twenty years old and
upwaid, all that weie able to go Ibith to

i war in Israel ; 46. Even all they tlial were
numbered were six bandied thousand and
three thousand and live bundled and I,fly.

We have here the sum total at the foot ( f the ac¬
count; they were in all 600,000 fighting n.en, and
3,550 over. Some think, that, when this was their
number some months befoie, (Exod. 38. 26.) ti.e
Levites were recki ned with them; but now that
tribe was separated for the servii e of G( d, yet had

| so many more by this time attained to the age of
twenty years, as that still they were the same num-

| her; to show, that, whatever we part with for the
honour and service of God, it shall certainly be

j made up to us one way or other.
Now we see what a vast body of men they were.

Let us consider, 1. How much went to maintain all
these (beside twice as many more, no question, of
women and children, sick and aged, of the mixed
multitude) for forty years together in the wilder¬
ness; and they were all at God's finding every day,
having their food from the dew of heaven, and not
from the fatness of the earth. Oh what a great
and good Housekeeper is our God, that has such
numbers depending on him, and receiving tri m him
everyday! 2. What work sin makes with a peo¬
ple; within forty years most of them would indeed
have died of course for the common sin of man¬
kind; for when sin entered into the world, death
came with it, and how great are the desolations
which it makes in the earth ! But, for the particu¬
lar sin of unbelief and murmuring, all those that
were now numbered, except two, laid their bones
under their iniquity, and perished in the wilder¬
ness. 3. What a great multitude God's spiritual
Israel will amount to at last; though at one time,
and in one place, they seem to be but a little flock,
yet when they come all together, they shall be a
great multitude, innumerable, Rev. 7. 9. And
though the church's beginning be small, its latter
end shall greatly increase. A little one shall be¬
come a thousand.

47. But the Lcviles after the tiibe of
their fathers were not numbered among
them. 48. For the Lordhad spoken unto
Moses, saying, 49. Only thou slialt not
number the tribe of Levi, neither take the
sum of them among the children of Israel:
50. But thou shalt appoint the Levites over
the tabernacle of testimony, and ovei all
the vessels thereof, and over all things that
belong to it : they shall bear the tabernacle,
and all the vessels thereof; and (hey shall
minister unto it, and shall encamp lound
about the tabernacle. 51. And w hen the
tabernacle setteth forward, the Levites shall
take it down: and when the tabernacle is
to be pitched, the Levites shall set it up:
and the stranger that comcth nigh shall be
put to death. 52.- And the children of
Israel shall pitch their tents, every man by
bis own camp, and every man by his own
standard, throughout their hosts. 53. But
the Levites shall pitch round about the
tabernacle of testimony, that there be nc
wrath upon the congregation of the chil
dren of Israel: and the Levites shall keep
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the charge ol the tabernacle of testimony.
64. And the children of Israel did accord¬
ing to all that the Lord commanded Mo¬
ses, so did they.

Care is here taken to distinguish, from the rest
of the tribes, the tribe of Levi, which, in the mat¬
ter of the golden calf, had distinguished itself,
Exod. .12. 26. Note, Singular services shall be
recompensed with singular honours. Now, 1. It
was the honour of the Levites, that they were
made guardians of the spiritualties; to them was
committed the care of the tabernacle, and the
treasures thereof, both in their camps and in their
marches. (1.) When they moved, the Levites
were to take down the tabernacle, to carry it, and
all that belonged to it,and then to set it up again in
the place appointed, v. 50, 51. It was for the
honour of the holy things, that none should be per¬
mitted to sec them, or touch them, but those only
who were called of God to the service. Thus we
all are unfit and unworthy to have fellowship with
God, till we are first called by his grace into thefel¬
lowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, and so,
being the spiritual seed of that great High Priest,
are made priests to our Clod; and it is promised
that God would take Levites to himself, even from
the Gentiles, Isa. 66. 21. (2.) When they rested,
the Levites were to encamp round about the taber¬
nacle, (v. 50, 53.) that they might be near their
work, and resident upon their charge, always
ready to attend; and that they might be a guard
upon the tabernacle, to preserve it from being
either plundered or profaned. They must pitch
round about the tabernacle, That there be no wrath
upon the congregation, as there would be, if the
tabernacle and the charge of it were neglected, or
those crowded upon it tlrat were not allowed to
come near. Note, Great care must be taken to
prevent sin, because the prev enting of sin is the
preventing of wrath. 2. It was their further
honour, that as Israel, being a holy people, was not
reckoned among the nations, so tfiey, being a holy
tribe, were not reckoned among other Israelites',
but numbered afterward by themselves, v. 49. The
service which the Levites were to do ab-ut the
sanctuary is called (as we render it in the margin)
a warfare, ch. 4. 23. And, being engaged in that
warfare, they were discharged from military ser¬
vices, and therefore not numbered with those that
were to go out to war. Note, They that minister
about holy things should neither entangle them¬
selves, nor be entangled, in secular affairs. The
ministry is itself work enough for a whole man, and
all little enough to be employed in it. It is an ad-
monltion to ministers, to distinguish themselves bv
their exemplary conversation from common Israel¬
ites, not affecting to seem greater, but aiming to be
really better, every way better, than others.

CHAP. II.
The thousand* of Israel, having been mustered in the

former chapter, in this are marshalled, and a regular
disposition made of their camp, by a divine appoint¬
ment. Here is. I.A general order concerning it, v. 1, 2.
II. Particular directions for the posting of each of the
tribes, in four distinct squadrons, three tribes in each
squadron. 1. In the van-guard, on the east, were posted
Judah, Issachar, and Zcbultin, v. 3 ..9. 2. Inthe right
wing, southward, Reuben, Simeon, and Gad, v. 10 ..16.
3. In the rear, westward, Rphraim, Manasseh, and
Benjamin, v. IS ..24. 4. In the left wing, northward,
Dan, Asher. and Naphtali, v 25. .31. 5. The taberna¬
cle in the centre, v. 17. And, lastly, the conclusion of
this appointment, v. 32 ..34-

A ND the Lordspake unto Moses and
unto Aaron, saying, 2. Everyman

of the children of Israel -shall pitch by his
own standard, with the ensign of their
father's house: far off about the tabernacle
of the congregation shall they pitch.

Here is the general appointment given both for
their orderly encampment where they rested, and
their orderly march when they moved. Some
order, it is probable, they had observed hitherto;
thev cameout of Egypt in rank and file, (Exod. 13.
18.) but now they were put into a better medel.

1. Thev all dwelt in tents, and, when they
marched, carried a 1 their tents along with them,
for they found no city to dwell in, Ps. 107. 4. This
represents to us cur state in this world; it isa
moveable state, (we are here to-day, and gone to¬
morrow,) and it is a military state. Is not our life
a warfare? We do but pitch our tents in tli s
world, and have in it no continuing city. Let us,
therefore, while we are pitching in this world, be
pressing through it.

2. Those of a tribe were to pitch together, every
man by his own standard. Note, It is the will of
God that mutual love and affection, converse and
communion, should be kept up among relations.
Those that are of kin to each other should, as
much as they can, be acquainted with each other;
and the bonds cf nature should be improved for the
strengthening of the bonds of Christian communion.

3. Every one must know his place, and keep in
it; they were not allowed to fix where they pleas¬
ed, nor to temove when they pleased; but Gcd
quarters them, with a charge to abide in their
quartet s, Note, It is God that appoints us the
bounds of our habitation, and to him we must refer
ourselves. He shall choose our inheritance for us,
(Ps. 47. 4.) and in his choice we must acquiesce,
and not love to flit, nor be as the bird that wanders
from her nest.

4. Every tribe had its standard, flag, or ensign,
and it should seem ev ery family had some parti¬
cular ensign of their fathers' house, which was
carried, as with us the colours of each troop or
company in a regiment are. These were of use
for the distinction of tribes and families, and the
gathering and keepingof them together; in allusion
to which the preaching of the gospel is said to liftup an ensign, to which the Gentiles shall seek, and
by which tlicy shall pitch, Isa. 11. 10, 12. Note,
God is the God of order, and not of confusion.
These standards made this mighty army seem
more beautiful to its friends, and more formidable
to its enemies. The church of Christ is said to be
as terrible as an army with banners, Cant. 6. 10.
It is uncertain how these standards were distin¬
guished: some conjecture that the standard of each
tribe was of the same colour with the precious stone
in which the name of that tribe was written in the
high priest's ephod, and that that was all the dif¬
ference. Many of the modern lews think there
was some coat of arms painted in each standard,
which had reference to the blessing of that tribe
bv lacob. Judah bore a lion, Dan a serpent,
Naphtali a hind, Benjamin a wolf, &c.. Some of
them say, the four principal standards were Judah
a lion, Reuben a man, Joseph an ox, and Dan an
eagle; making the appearances in Ezekiel's vision
to allude to it. Others say, the name of each tribe
was written in its standard; whatever it was, no
doubt, it gave a certain direction.

5. They were to pitch about the tabernack-
which was to be in the midst of them, as the Urt
or pavilion of a general in the centre of on my.
They must encamp round the tabernacle, (i.)Th :
it might- be equally a comfort and joy to tlinn ••11,
as it was a token of God's gracious presence „ith
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them; (Ps. 46. 5.) God is in the tnidst of her, she
shall not be moved. Their camp had reason to be
hearty, when thus they had God in the heart of
them; to have bread from heaven every day round
about their camp, and fire from heaven, with other
tokens of God's favour, in the midst of their camp,
was abundantly sufficient to answer that question,
Is the Lord among us, or is he not? Ilafi/iy art
thou, O Israel! it is probable that the doors of
all their tents were made to look toward the taber¬
nacle from all sides; for every Israelite should
have his eyes always toward the Lord; therefore
tliey worshipped at the tent-door. The tabernacle
was in the midst of the camp, that it might be near
to them; for it is a very desirable thing to have the
solemn administrations of holy ordinances near us
and within our reach. The kingdom of God is
among you. (2). That they might be a guard and
defence upon the tabernacle and the Levites on
every side. No invader could come near God's
tabernacle, without first penetrating the thickest
of their squadrons. Note, If God undertake the
protection of our comforts, we ought in our places
to undertake the protection of his institutions, and
stand up in defence of his honour, and interest,
and ministers.

6. Yet they were to pitch afar off, in reverence
to the sanctuary, that it might not seem crowded
and thrast up among them; and that the common
business of the camp might be no annoyance to it.
They were also taught to keep their distance, lest
too much familiarity should breed contempt. It is
supposed (from Joshua 3. 4.) that the distance be¬
tween the nearest part of the camp and the taber¬
nacle (or perhaps between them and the camp of
the Levites, who pitched near the tabernacle) was
2000 cubits, that is, 1000 yards, little more than
half a measured mile with us; but the outer parts
of the camp must needs be much further off.
Some compute that the extent of their camp could
be no less than 12 m'les square, for it was like a
moveable city, with streets and lanes, in which
perhaps the manna fell, as well as on the outside of
the camp, that they might have it at their doors.
In the Christian church we read of a throne, (as
in the tabernacle there was a mercy-seat,) which
is called a glorious high throne from the beginning,
(Jer. 17. 12.) anil that throne surrounded by spirit¬
ual Israelites, 24 elders, double to the number of
the tribes, clothed in white raiment, (Rev. 4. 4.)
and the banner over them is Love; but we are not
ordered, as they were, to pitch afar off; no, we
are invited to draw near, and come boldly. The
saints of the Most High are said to be round about
him, Ps. 76. 11. God by his grace keep us close
to him.

3. And on the east side, toward the rising
of the sun, shall they of the standard of the
camp of Judah pitch, throughout their ar¬
mies; and Nahshon, t he son of Annniiia-
dab, shall be captain of the children of
Judah. 4. And his host, and those that
were numbered of them, were threescore
and fourteen thousand and six hundred.
5. And those that do pitch next unto him
shall be the tribe of Issaehar : and Nethan-
eel, the son of Zuar, shall be captain of the
children of Issaehar. G. And his host, and
those that were numbered thereof, were
fify and four thousand and four hundred.
7. Then the tribe of Zebulun : and Eliab,
the son of Melon, shall be captain of the

children of Zebulun. 8. And his host, and
those that were numbered thereof, were
fifty and seven thousand and four hundred.
9. All that were numbered in the camp of
Judah were a hundred thousand, and lour-
score thousand, and six thousand and four
hundred, throughout their armies. These
shall first set forth. 10. On the south side

I shall be the standard of the camp of Reu¬
ben, according to their armies; and the

j captain of the children of Reuben shall be
Elizur, the son of Shedeur. 11. And his
host, and those that were numbered thereof,
ivere forty and six thousand and five hun¬
dred. 12. And those which pitch by him

J shall be the tribe of Simeon : and the
i captain of the children of Simeon shall be
i Sheluiniel, the son of Zurishaddai. 1 3. And
' his host, and those that were numbered of
them, were fifty and nine thousand and
three hundred. 14. Then the tribe of Gad :
and the captain of the sons of Gad shall be.
Eliasaph, the son of Reuel. 15. And his
host, and those that were numbered ol
them, were forty and five thousand and six
hundred and fifty. 16. All that were
numbered in the camp of Reuben were a
hundred thousand, and fifty and one thou¬
sand, and four hundred and fifty, throughout
their armies. And ' they shall set forth in
the second rank. 17. Then the tabernacle
of the congregation shall set forw ard, with
the camp of the Levites in the midst of the
camp : as they encamp so shall they set
forward, every man in his place by their
standards. 18. On the west side shall be
the standard of the camp of Ephraim, ac¬
cording to their armies: and the captain of
the sons of Ephraim shall be Elishama, the
son of Ammihud. 19. And his host, and
those that were numbered of them, were
forty thousand and five hundred. 20. And
by him shall be the tribe of Manasseh : and
the captain of the children of Manasseh
shall be Gamaliel, the son of Pedahzur.
91. And his host, and those that were
numbered of them, were thirty and two
thousand and two hundred. 22. Then the
tribe of Benjamin : and the captain ot the
sons of Benjamin shall be Abidan, the son
of Gideoni. 23. And his host, and those
that were numbered of them, were thirty
and five thousand and four hundred. 24.
All that were numbered of the camp ol
Ephraim were a hundred thousand, and
eight thousand and a hundred, throughout
their armies. And tliey shall go forward in
the third rank. 25. The standard of the
camp of Dan shall be on the north side by
their armies : and the captain of the chil
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(Irim of Dan shall be Ahiezer, (lie son of
Miimisliaddai. 26. And liis host,and those
that were numbered of them, were three¬
score and two thousand and seven hundred.
27. And those that encamp by him shall be
t lie tribe of Asher: and the captain of the
children of Asher shall be Pagicl the son of
Ocran. 28. And his host, and those that
were numbered of them, were forty and one
thousand and five hundred. 29. Then the
tribe of Naphtali : and the captain of the
children of Naphtali shall be Ahira, the son
of Enan. 30. And his host, and those that
were numbered of them, were fifty and
three thousand anil four hundred. 31. All
they that were numbered in the camp of
Dan were a hundred thousand, and fifty and
seven thousand, and six hundred. They
shall go hindmost with their standards. 32.
These are those which were numbered of
the children of Israel by the house of their
fathers : all those that were numbered of
the camps, throughout their hosts, were six
hundred thousand, and three thousand, and
five hundred and fifty. 33. But the Levites
were not numbered among the children of
Israel ; as the Lord commanded Moses.
34. And the childrenof Israel did according
to all that the Lord commanded Moses:
so they pitched by their standards, and so
they set forward, every one after their fami¬
lies, according to the house of their fathers.

We have here the particular distribution of the
twelve tribes into four squadrons, three tribes in a
squadron, one of which was to lead the other two.

Observe, 1. God himself appointed them their
place, to prevent strife and envy among them.
Had they been left to determine precedency among
themselves, they would have been in danger of
quarrelling with one another, as the disciples, who
strov e which should be greatest; eacli would have
had a pretence to be first, or, at least, not to be
last. Had it been left to Moses to determine, they
would have quarrelled witli him; and charged him
with partiality; therefore God does it,who is him¬
self the Fountain and Judge of honour, and in his
appointment all must acquiesce. If God in his
providence advance others above us, and abase lis,
we ought to be as well satisfied in his doing it that
way, as if he did it, as this was done here, by a
voice out of the tabernacle; and this consideration,
that it appears to be the will of God it should be
so, should effectually silence all envies and discon¬
tents. And, as far as our place conies to be our
choice, our Saviour has given us a rule, (Luke 14.
H.) Sit not down in the highest room; and another,
(Mattli. 20. 27.) He that will be chiefi let him be
uour servant. Those that are most humble and
most serviceable are really most honourable.

2. Every tribe had a captain, a prince, or com¬
mander inchief, whom God himself nominated, the
same that had been appointed to number them, c/i,
1. 5. Our being all the children of one Adam is
so far from justifying the levellers, and taking
away the distinction of place and honour, that even
among the children of the same Abraham, the
same Jacob, the same Judah, God himself appoint¬

ed that one should be captainof all the rest. There
are powers ordained of God, and those to whom
honour and fear are due, and must be paid. Some
observe the significancy of the names of these
princes, at least, in general, how much God was
in the thoughts of those that gave them their names,
for most of them have El, God, at one end or other
of their names. jVethaneel, the gift of God; Eliab,
my God a father; Elizur, my God a rock; Sht-
lumiel, God my peace; E.liasaph, God has added;
Elishama, my God has heard; Gamaliel, God my
reward; Pagiel, God has met me. By which it
appears that the Israelites in Egypt did not quite
forget the name of their God, hut, when they
wanted other memorials, preserved the remem¬
brance of it in the names of their children, and
therefore comforted themselves in their affliction.

3. Those tribes were placed together, under the
same standard, that were nearest of kin to each
other; Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun, were the
three youngest sons of Leah, and they were put
together; and Issachar and Zebulun would not
grudge to be under Judah, since they were vounger
brethren; Reuben and Simeon would not have been
content in their place. Therefore Reuben, Jacob's
eldest son, is made chief of the next squadron;
Simeon, no doubt, is willing to be under him, and
Gad, the son of Zilpah, Leah's handmaid, is fitly
added to them in Levi's room: Ephraim, Manas-
seh, and Benjamin, are all the posterity of Rachel.
Dan, the eldest son of Billah, is made a leading
tribe, though the son of a concubine, that more
abundant honour might be bestowed upon that
which lacked; and it was said, Dan should judge
his people, and to him were added the two younger
sons of the handmaids. Thus uncxccpt'nimble was
the order in which the)' were placed.

4. The tribe of Judah was in the first pi st of
honour encamped toward the ris ngsun, and in their
marches led the van, not only because it was the
most numerous tribe, but chiefly because from that
tribe Christ was to romc, who is the Lion of the
tribe of Judah, and was to descend from the loins
of him who was now nominated chief captain of
that tribe. Nahshon is reckoned among the ances¬
tors of Christ, Matth. 1. 4. So that when he went
before them, Christ himse f went before them in
effect, as their Leader. Judah was the first of the
twelve sons of Jacob that was blessed; Reuben,
Simeon, and Levi, were censured by their dying
father: he therefore bc:ng first in blessing, though
not in birth, is put first to tcacli children how to
value the smiles of their godly parents, and dread
their frowns.

5. Thetribe of Levi pitched close about the ta¬
bernacle, within the restof the tribes, 7'. 17. They
must defend the sanctuary, and then the rest of the
tribes must defend them. Thus, in the vision which
John saw of the glory of heaven, between the el¬
ders and the throne were four living creatures full
of eyes, Rev. 4. 6, 10. Civil powers should pro¬
tect the religious interests of a nation, and be a de¬
fence upon that glorv.

6. The camp of Dan, (and so that tribe is called
longafter their settlement in Canaan, Judg. 13. 25.
because celebrated for their military prowess,)
though posted in the left wing when they encamp¬
ed, was ordered in their march to bringup the rear,
v. 31. They were the most numerous, next to Ju¬
dah, andtherefore were ordered into a post, which,
next to the front, required the most strength, for as
the strength is, so shall the day be.

Lastly, The children of Israel observed the or¬
ders given them, and did as the Lord commanded
PLoses, v. 34. They put themselves in the posts as¬
signed them, without murmuring or disputing, and
as it was their safety, so it was their beautv Ba-
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•dam was charmed with the sight of it, {eh. 24. 5.)
Hoivgoodly are thy tents, 0 Jacob!Thus the gos-
pel-chuivh, called the cam/i of saints, ought to be
compact according to the scripture-model, every
one knowing and keeping his place, and then all
tliaf wish well to the church, rejoice, beholding
their order, Col. 2. 5.

CHAP. 111.
This chapter and the next are concerning the tribe of Le¬

vi, which was to be mustered and marshalled by itself,
and not in common withthe other tribes ;which signified
the particular honour put upon them, and the particular
duty and service required from them. The Leviles are
in this chapter considered, 1. As attendants on, and
assistants to, the priests in the temple-service. And so
ivc have an account. 1. Of the priests themselves, (v.
1 • .4.) and their work, v. 10. 2. Of the gift of the Le-
vites to them, (v. 5 ..9.) inorder to which they are mus¬
tered, (v. 14.. 16 ) and the sum of them taken, v. 39.
Each particular family of them is mustered, has its place
assigned, and its charge; the Gershonites, (v. 18..26.)
the Kohathites, (v. 27 ..32 ) the Merarites, v. 33. .39.
II. As equivalents for the first-born, v. 11 .. 13. 1. The
first-born are numbered, and the Leviles taken instead
of them, as fur as the number of the Leviles went,
40 ..45. 2- What first-born there were more than the
Levites were redeemed, v. 46 ,.51.

1. rlPHESE also are the generations of
JL Aaron and Moses, in the day that

the Lord spake with Moses in mount Si¬
nai. 2. And these are the names of the
sons of Aaron ; Nadab the first-born, and
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 3. These
are the names of the sons of Aaron, the
priests which were anointed, whom lie con¬
secrated to minister in the priest's office. 4.
And Nadab and Abihu died before (he

Lord, when they offered strange fire before
the Lord in the wilderness of Sinai, and
they had no children: and Eleazar and
Ithamar ministered in the priest's office in
t he sight of Aaron their father. 5. And the
Lord spake unto Moses, saying, 6. Bring
the tribe of Levi near, and present them he-
fore Aaron the priest, that the}' may minis¬
ter unto him. 7. And they shall keep his
charge, and the charge of the whole con¬
gregation before the tabernacle of the con¬
gregation, to do (lie service of the taberna¬
cle. 8. And they shall keep all the instru¬
ments of the tabernacle of the congregation,
and the charge of the children of Israel, to
do the service of the tabernacle, 1). And
thoushalt give the Levites unto Aaron and
to his sons : they are wholly given unto him
out of the children of Israel. 10. And thou
shalt appoint Aaron and his sons, and they
shall wait on their priest's office; and the
stranger that eometh nigh shall he put to
deatii. II. And the Loan spake unto Mo¬
ses, saying, 12. And 1, heboid, 1 have ta¬
ken the Levites from among (lie children of
Israel instead of all the first-horn that open-
etli the matrix among the children of Israel;
therefore the Levites shall he mine; 13.
Because ail the first-born are mine : for on
(lie day that 1 smote ail the first-horn in the

land of Egypt Ihallowed unto me ail the
first-born in Israel, both man an i beast ,
mine they shall be : 1am the Lord.

Here,
I. The family of Aaron is confirmed in the

priest's office, v. 10. They had been called to it
before, and consecrated; here they are appointed to
wait oil their /iriest's office: the apostle uses this
phrase, (Koni. 12. 7.) Let us wait on our ministry
The work and office of the ministry require a con¬
stant attendance and grct diligence; so frequent
are the returns of its work, and yet so transient its
favourable opportunities, that it must be waited on.
Here is repeated what is said before, {ch. 1. 51.)
The stranger that cometh nigh shall be jiut to death;
which forbids the invading of the priest's office by
any other pers' n whatsoever; none must come nigh
to minister but Aaron rod his sons only, all others
are strangers. It also lays a charge on the priests, as
doorkeepers in God's house, to take care that none
should come near who were forbidden by the law;
they must keep off all intruders, whose approach
would be to the profanation of the holy things, tell¬
ing them that if they came near, it was at their
peril, they would die by the hand of God, as Uzza
did. The Jews say, that afterward there was hung
over the door of tlie temple a golden sword, (per¬
haps alluding to that Warning sword at the entrance
of the garden of laden,) on which was engraven,
The stranger that cometh nigh shall be /tut to
death.

11. A particul v ;a count is given of this family of
Aaron; what we have met with before concerning
them, is here repeated. 1. The consecration of
the sons of Aaron, v. 3. They were all anointed
to minister before the Lord, though it appeared at
terward, and God knew it, that two of them wtrc
wise, and two were foolish. 2. The fall of the two
eldest; (v. 4.) they offered strangefire, and died fi r
so doing, before the Lord. This is mentioned here
in the preamble to the law concerning the priest¬
hood, for warning to all sua cedingpriests; let them
know, by this example, that God is a jealt us God,
and will not be mocked; the holy anointing oil was
an honour to the obedient, but not a shelter to the
disobedient. It is here said, They had no children.
Providence so ordering it, for their greater punish¬
ment, that none of their desiumlauts should remain
to be priests, and to bear up their name who had
profaned God's name. 3. The continuance of the
two youngest; Eleazar and Ithamar iriin sttred in
the sight of Aaron. It intimates, (1.) The care
they took about their ministration, not to make am
blunders; they kept under their father's eye, anil

1 took instructions from him in all they did, because,
probably, Nadab and Abihu got out cf their father's
sight when they offered strange fiie. Note, It is
good for young people to act under the c< nduct and
inspection of those that are aged and experienc¬
ed. (2.) The comfort Aaron took in it; it pleased
him to see his younger sons behav e themselves pru-
donth and giavely, when his two elder had mis¬
carried. Note, It is a great satisfaction to parents
to set their children walk in the truth, 3 John, v. 4.
-1. A grant is made of the Levites to be assistants
to the priests in their work, Give the Leviles to
./(iron, v. 9. Aaron was to have a greater pr* -
priety in, and power over, the tribe < f I.ovi, tlr. n
any other of the princes had in and over their rc-
spect'n e tribes. There was a great deal of work
belonging to the priest's office, and there were now
only three pair of hands to doit all, Aaron's and
his two sons', for it does not appear that they had
either of them any children at this time, at least,net
any that were of age to minister, therefore God ap¬
points the Levites to attend upon them. Note.
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Those whom God finds work for, he will find help
for.

Here is, (1.) The service for which the Levites
were designed; they were to minister to the )iriests
in their ministration to the Lord, (v. 6. ) and to keeft
Aaron's charge, (i». 7.) as the deacons to the bish¬
ops in the evangelical constitutions, serving at ta¬
bles, while they waited on their ministry. The Le¬
vites killedthe sacrifices, and then the priests need¬
ed only to spr.nkle the blood and burn the fat: the
Levites prepared the incense, the priests burnt it.
They were to keep not only Aaron's charge, but
the charge of the whole congregation. Note, It is
a great trust that is reposed in ministers, not only
for the glory of Chiist, but for the good of his
cliur.h; so that they must not only keep the charge
'.f the great High Priest, but must also be faithful
to the souls c f men, in trust for whom a dispensa¬
tion is committed to them. (2.) The consideration
upon which the Levites were demanded; they were
taken instead of the first-born. The preservation
cf the first-born of Israel, when all the first-born
cf the Egyptians (with whom they were many of
them mingled) were destroyed, was looked upon
by Him who never makes any unreasonable de¬
mands, as cause sufficient for the appropriating of
all the first-born from thenceforward to himself, (v.
13.)All thefirst-born are mine. That was sufficient
to make them his, though he had given no reason
for it, for he is the sole Fount iin and Lord of all be¬
ings and powers; but because all obedience must
flow from love, and acts of duty must be acts of
gratitude, bef >re they were challenged into pecu¬
liar services, t'nev were crowned with peculiar fa¬
vours. Note, When he that made us sa\ ts us, we
are thereby laid under further obligations to serve
hint and lit e to him. God's right to us by redemp¬
tion, corroborates the right he has to us by creation.

Now, because the first-born of a family are gen¬
erally the favourites, and s ine would think it a dis¬
paragement to have their eldest sons servants to the
priests, and attending before the door of the taber¬
nacle, God took the tribe of Levi entire for his
own, in lieu of the first-born, v. 12. Note, God's
institutions put no hardships upon men in any of
their just interests, or reasonable affections. Itwas
presumed that the Israelites would rather part with
the Levites than with the first-born, and therefore
God graciously ordered the exchange; yet for us
he s/iared not his own Son.

14. And the Loiu> spake unto Moses
in the wilderness of Sinai, saying, 15.
Number the children of Levi, after the
house of their fathers, by their families:
every male from a month old and upward
shalt thou number them. 16. And Moses
numbered them, according to the word of
the Lokd, as he was commanded. 17.
And these were the sons of Levi by their
names; Gershon, and Kohath, and Merari.
18. And these are the names of the sons of
Gershon, by their families; Libni, and Shi-
mei. 19. And the sons of Kohath,by their
families; Amram, and Izehar,Hebron,and
Uzziel. 20. And the sons of Merari, by j
their families ; Mahli, and Mushi. These
are the families of the Levites accor¬
ding to the house of their fathers. 21. Of
Gershon was the family of the Libnites,
and the family of the Shimites : these are the
families of the Gershonites. 22. Those that

were numbered of them, according to the
number of all the males, from a month old
and upward, even those that were uumbei •

cd of them, were seven thousand and five
hundred. 2.3. The families of the Gershon¬
ites shall pitch behind the tabernacle west¬
ward. 24. And the chief of the house of
ihe father of the Gershonites shall be Elia-
sapii the son of Lael. 25. And the charge
of the sons of Gershon, in the tabernacle
of the congregation, shall be the taberna¬
cle, and the tent, the covering thereof, and
the hanging for the door of the tabernacle
of the congregation, 26. And the hangings
of the court, and the curtain for the door of
the court, which is by the tabernacle, and v,

by the altar round about, and the cords o(
it, for all the service thereof. 27. And of
Kohath was the family of the Amramites,
and the family of the Izeharites, and the
family of the Hebronites,and the family of
the Uzzielites: these are the families of the
Kohathites. 28. In the number of all the
males, from a month old and upward, were
eight thousand and six hundred,keeping the
charge of the sanctuary. 29. The families
of the sons of Kohath shall pitch on the
side of the tabernacle southward. 30. And
the chief of the house of the father of the
families of the Kohathites shall be Eliza-
phan the son of Uzziel. 31. And their
charge shall be the ark, and the table, and
the candlestick, and the altars, and the ves¬
sels of the sanctuary wherewith they min¬
ister, and the hanging, and all the service
thereof. 32. And Eleazar the son of Aaron
the priest shall be chief over the chief
of the Levites, and have the oversight of
them that keep the charge of the sanctuary.
3.3. Of Merari was the family of the Man-
lites, and the family of the Mushites :these
an the families of Merari. 34. And those
that were numbered of them, according to
the number of all the males, from a month
old and upward, were six thousand and two
hundred. 35. And the chief of the house
of the father of the families of Merari was
Zuriel the son of Abihail : these shall pitch
on the side of the tabernacle northward.
36. And tinder the custody and charge of
the sons of Merari shall be the boards of the
tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the
pillars thereof, and the sockets thereof, and

jail the vessels thereof, and all that serveth
thereto, 37. And the pillars of the court
round about, and their sockets, and their
pins, and their cords. 38. But those that

1 encamp before the tabernacle toward the
j east, even before the tabernacle of the con-
! gregation eastward, shall be Moses, and
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Aaron and his sons, keeping die charge of
die sanctuary for the charge of die children
of Israel ; and the stranger that conieth
nigh shall he put to death. 39. All that
were numbered of the Leviles, which Mo¬
ses and Aaron numbered at the command¬
ment of the Lord, throughout their fami¬
lies, all the males, from a month old and
upward, were twenty and two thousand.

The Levites being granted to Aaron to minister
to him, the)' are here delivered him hy tale, that
he might know what he had, and employ them ac¬
cordingly.

Observe,
I. By what rule they were numbered, Every

malefrom a month old and u/nvard, v. 15. The
f rest of the tribes were numbeied only from twenty

years old and upward, and of them those only that
were able to goforth to tear; but into the number
of the Levites they must take in both infants and
infirm; being exempted from the war, it was not in¬
sisted upon that they should be of age and strength
for the wars. Though it appears afterward tnat
little more than a third part of the Levites were fit
to be employed in the service of the tabernacle,
(about 8,000 out of 22,000,) eh. 4. 47, 48, yet God
would have them all numbered as retainers to his
family; that none may think themselves disowned
and rejected of God, because the)' are not ina capa¬
city of doing him that serv ice which they see others
do him. The Levites of a month old could not
honour God and serve the tabernacle as those that
were grown up; yet out of the mouths of babes and
sucklings the Levites* praise was perfected. Let
not little children be hindered from being enrolled
among the disciples of Christ, for such was the tribe
of Levi;of such is the kingdom of heaven, that king¬
dom of priests. The redemption of the first-born
was reckoned from a month old; {ch. 18. 15, 16.)
therefore from that age the Levites were num¬
bered. They were numbered after the house of
theirfathers, not their mothers, for if the daughter
of a Levite married one of another tribe, her son
was not a Levite: but v>e read of a spiritual priest
toour God, who inherited the unfeigned faith which
dwelt in his mother and grandmother, 2 Tim. 1. 5.

II. How they were distributed into three classes,
according to tlie number of the sons of Levi, Ger-
slion, Kohath, and Merari, and these subdivided
into several families, is 17..20. Concerning each
of these three classes we have an account. 1. Of
their number. The Gershonites were 7,500. The
Kolnithites were 8,600. The Merarites were 6,200.
The rest of the tribes had not their subordinate
families numbered by themselves, as those of Levi;
this honour God put upon his own tribe. 2. Of their
post about the tabernacle, on which they were to
attend. The Gershonites pitched behind the taber¬
nacle, westward, v. 23. The Kolnithites on the
right hand, southward, v. 29. The Merarites on
the left hand, northward,v. 35. And, to complete
the square, Moses and Aaron, with the priests, en¬
camped in the front, eastward, v. 36. Thus w.,s

the tabernacle surrounded with its guards; and thus
does the angel of the Lord encamfi round about
them thutfear him, those living temples, l*s. 34. 7.
livery one knew his place and must therein abide
with God. 3. Of their chief or head. As each
class had its own place, so each had its own prince.
The commander of the Gershonites, was liliasaph,
v. 24. Of the Kohalhites, F.liz.iphan, (v. 30.) of
whom we read, (Lev. 10. 4.) that lie was one of the
bearers at the funeral if Nadab and Abiliu. Of
he Merarites, '/-Uriel, v. 35. 4. Of their charge

when the camp moved. Each class knew their
own business; it was requisite they should; for that
which is_ every body's work, often proves no body's
work. The Gershonites were charged with the
custody and carriage of all the curtains and hang¬
ings and coverings of the tabernacle and court, v.
25, 26. The Kohathites of all the furniture of the
tabernacle; the ark, altar, table, &c. v. 31, 32.
'1he Merarites of the heavy carriage, boards, bars,
pillars, &c. v. 36, 37.

Here we may observe, (1.) That the Kohathites,
though they were the second house, yet were pre¬
ferred before the elder family of the Gershon.tes.
Besides that Aaron and the priests were of that
family, they were more numerous, and their posf
and charge more honourable, which, probably, was
oi'deied to put an honour upon Moses, who was of
that family. Vet, (2.) The posterity of Moses were
not at all dignified or privileged, but stoidupon the
level with other Levites, that it might appear he
did not seek the advancement of his own family,
nor to entail any honours upon it either in church
or state; he that had honour enough himself, co¬
veted not to have his name shine by that borrowed
light, but rather to have the Levites borrow honour
from hisname. Let none think contemptibly of the
Lev ites, though inferior to the priests, for Moses
himself thought it preferment enough for his sons
to be Levites. Probably, it was because the family
of Moses were Levites only, that in the title of this
chapter, which is concerning that tribe, (v. 1.)
Aaron is put before Moses.

III. The sum total of the numbers of this tribe.
They are computed in all 22,000, v. 39. The sum
of the particular families amount to 300 more; if
this had been added to the sum total, the Levites,
instead of being 273 fewer than the first-born, as

|they were, (v. 43.) would have been 27 more, and
so the balance would have fallen the other way; but
it is supposed that the 300 which were struck c If
from the account when the exchange was to be
made, were the first-born of the Levites them
selves, born since their comingout of Egypt; which
could not be put into the exchange, because they
were alieady sanctified to God. But that which is
especially observable here is, that the tribe if Levi
was by much the least of all the tribes. Note,
God's part in the world is too often the smallest
part. His chosen are but a little flock in comparison.

40. And the Lord said tnilo Moses.
Number all the first-born of the males of
the children of Israel, from a month old
and upward, and take the number of their
names. 41. And thou slialt take the Le¬
viles for me (I am the Lord) instead of all
the first-born among the children of Israel,
and the cattle of the Levites instead of all
the first linns anions the eat tie of the children
of Israel. 42. And Moses numbered, as the
Lord commanded him, all the first-born
among the children of Israel. 43. \rnl all
the first-horn males,bytire number of names,
from a month old and upward,of those that
were numbered of them, were twenty and
two thousand two hundred and threescore
and thirteen. 44. And the Lordspake unto
Moses,saying, 45. Take the I-evites instead
of all the first-born among the children ol

I Israel, and the cattle of the Levites ins'r ad
of their cattle; and the Levites shall he
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mine: Iam the Lord. 4G. And for those
that are to he redeemed of the two hundred
and threescore and thirteen of the first-born
of the children of Israel, which are more
than the Lcvites ; 17. Thou slialt even take
live shekels apiece hv the poll ; after the
shekel of the sanctuary shall thou take
them: (the shekel is twenty gerahs:) 48. j
And thou shalt give the money, wherewith
the odd number of them is to he redeemed, i
unto Aaron and to his sons. 49. And Moses
took the redemption-money of them that !
were over and above them that were re¬
deemed by the Lcvites: 50. Of the first¬
born of the children of Israel took he the!
money; a thousand three hundredand three-
scon: and five shekels, after the shekel of
the sanctuary: el. And Moses gave the
money of them that were redeemed unto
Aaron, and to his sons, according to t he
word of the Loan,as the Lordcommanded
Moses.

Here is the exchange made of the Lcvites for
their first-born.

1. The first-born were numbered from a month
old, v. 40, 43. Those certainly were not reckoned,
who, though first-born, were become heads of fami¬
lies themselves, but those only that were under age;
and the learned B.shop Patrick is decidedly of opi¬
nion that none were numbered but those only that
were bom since their cutting out of F.gypt, when
the first-born were sanctified, I'.xod. 13. 2. If there
were 22,000 first-born males, we may suppose as
m my females, and till these brought forth in the
first year after they came out of Egypt, we must
infer from thence that in the last year of their ser¬
vitude, even then when it was in the greatest ex¬
tremity, there were abundance of marriages made
among the Israelites; they were not discouraged ba¬
the present distress, but married in faith, expecting
that God would shortly visit them with mercy, and
that their children, though born in bondage, should
live in liberty and honour. And it was a token of
good to them, an evidence that they were blessed
of the Lord, that they were not only kept alive, but
greatlv increased, in a barren wilderness.

2. The number of the first-born, and that of the
Lcvites, bv a special providence, came pretty near
to each other; tints, when he divided the nations,.
he set the hounds ofthe /leo/tle according to the num¬
ber of the children of Israel, Dent. 32. 8. Known
unto God are all his works before-hand, and there
is an exact proportion between them, and so it will
appear, when they come to be compared. The
Lcvites' cattle are said to be taken instead of the
firstlings of the cattle of the children of Israel, that
is, The Lcvites, with all their possessions, were de¬
voted to ( iod instead of the first-born and all thcir's;
fv, when we give ourselves to God, all we have
passes as appurtenances with the premises.

3. The small number of first-born, which ex¬
ceeded the number of the Lcvites, (273 in all,)
were to be redeemed, at five shekels apiece, and
the redemption-monev given to Aaron; for it would
not do well to have them added to the Levites. It
is probable, that, in the exchange, they began with
the eldest of the first-born, and so downward, so
llr.t those were to be redeemed with money who
were the 273 youngest of the first-born; more likcly
60, than either that it was determined by lot, or 1
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II that the money was paid out of the public stock.
I The church is called the church of thefirst-born,
which is redeemed, not as they were, with silver
and gold, but, being devoted by sin to the justice of
God, is ransomed with the hrecious blood ofthe Son

'of God.

CHAP. IV.
In the former chapter an account was taken of the whole

tribe of Levi, in this, of those of that tribe who were in
the prime of their time for service, betw ixt Ihirly and fifty
years old. 1. The serviceable men of the Kohathile's
are ordered to be numbered, and their charges given
them, v. 2. • CO. II. Of the Gershonites, v. 24. .'28. III.
Of the Merariles, v. 29. .93. IV. The numbers of each.
and the sum total at last, are recorded, v. 34. .49.

l. L\D the 1.ordspake unto Moses and
f JL unio Aaron, saying. .. Take the sum

of the sons of Kohath from among the sons
of Levi, after their families, by the house of
Iheir fathers; 3. From thirlv years old and
upward, even until fifty years old, all that
enjer into the host, to do the work in t he
taberuaele of the congregation. 4. 'Ellis
shall be the service of the sons of Kohath,
in the tabernacle of the congregation, about
the most holy things. 5. And when the
camp setteth forward, Aaron shall come,
anil his sons, and they shall take down the
covering-vail, and cover the ark of testimo¬
ny with ii : C. And shall put thereon the eo-
vi ring of badgers' skins, ami shall spread
over it a cloth v\ holly of blue, and shall put
in the stav es thereof. 7. And upon the table
of show-bread they shall spread a cloth of
blue, and put thereon the dishes, and the
spoons, and the bowls, and covers to cover
withal: and the continual bread shall be
thereon. 8. And they shall spread upon
them a cloth of scarlet, and cover the same
w ith a covering of badgers' skins, and shall
put in tin- staves thereof. 9. And they shall
lake a cloth of blue, ami cover the candle¬
stick of the light, and his lamps, and his
tongs, and his snulf-dishes, and all the oil
vessels thereof, vv herewith they minister unto
it: 10. And they shall put it. and all the
vessels thereof, within a covering of badgers'
skins, and shall put it upon a bar. 11. And
upon the golden altar they shall spread a
cloth of blue, and cover it with a covering
of badgers' skins, and shall put to the staves
thereof. 19. And they shall take all the in¬
struments of ministry, wherewith they mi¬
nister in the sanctuary, and put them in a
cloth of blue, and cover them with a cover¬
ing of badgers' skins, and shall put them on
a bar. 13. And they shall take away the
ashes from the altar, and spread a purple
cloth thereon : 1-1. \nd they shall put upon it
all the vessels thereof, vv herew ith they mi¬
nister about it, even the censers, the flesh-
hooks, and the shovels, and the basons, all
the vessels of the altar: and they shall spread
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upon it a covering of badgers' skins, and
put to the staves of it. 15. And w hen Aaron
and his sons have made an end of covering
the sanctuary, and all the vessels of the
sanctuary, as the camp is to set forw ard ;
after that, the sons of Kohath shall come to
bear it: but they shall not touch any holy
thing, lest they die. These things arc the
burden of the sons of Kohath in the taber¬
nacle of the congregation. 10. And to the
office of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the
priest, pertaineth the oil for the light, and
the sweet incense, and the daily meat-offer¬
ing, and the anointing oil, and the oversight
of all the tabernacle, and of all that therein
is, in the sanctuary,and inthevessels thereof.
17. And the Lord spake unto Moses and
unto Aaron, saying, 18. Cut ye not off the
tribe of the families of the Ivohathites from
among the Levites: 19. But thus do unto
them, that they may live, and not die, when
the}' approach unto the most holy things:
Aaron and his sons shall go in,and appoint
them every one to his service and to his
burden: 20. But they shall not go in to see
when the holy things are covered, lest they
die.

We have here a second muster of the tribe of
Lev i. As that tribe was taken out of all Israel to
be God's peculiar, so the middle-aged men of that
tribe were taken from amongthe rest to be actually
employed in the service of the tabernacle. Now
observ e,

I. Who were to be t dtcn into this number. All
the males from 30 years <1(1 to 50. Of the other
tribes, those th t wcvenunibe ed to go forth to war,
were from 20 years old and iipwaui, but of the Le¬
vites, only from 30 to 50; for the service of God re¬
quires the best of our strength, and the prime of
our time, which cannot be better spent than to the
honour of him who is the First and Best. And a
man may make a good soldier much sooner than a
good minister.

Now, 1. They were not to be employed till they
were 30 years oid, because, till then, they were in
danger of retainingsomething childish and youthful,
and had not gravity enough to do the service, and
wear the honour, of a Levite. They were entered
as probationers, at 25 years old, (c/i. 8. 24.) and in
David's time, when there was more work to be
done, at 20, (1 Chron. 23. 24. and so, Ezra, 3. 8.)
but thev must be five years learning, and waiting,
and so fitting themselves for service; nay, in David's
time, they were ten years in preparation, front 20 to
30. John Baptist hegiui his public ministry, and
Christ his, at 30 years old; it is not in the letter of
it obligatory on "gospel-ministers now, as if they
must either not begin their work till 30 years old,
or must leave it off at 50; but it gives us two good
rules, (1.) That ministers must not be novices, 1
Tim. 3. 6. It is a work that requires ripeness of
judgment, and great steadiness, and therefore those
are very unfit for it who are but babes in knowledge,
and have not put away childish things. (2.) That
they must learn before they teach, serve before
thev rule, and must first beproved, 1. Tim. 3. 10.
2. They were discharged at 50 years old from the
toilsome part of the service, particularly this of car¬
rying the tabernacle; ft r that is the special service

to which they are here ordained, and which there
was most occasion for while they were in the vvi'-
demess. When they began to enter upon old age
they were dismissed; (1.) In favo r to them, tha.
they might not be over-toiled, when their strength
began to decay. Twenty years' good service was
thought pretty well for one man. (2.) In benein¬
to the work, that it might not be done by those who,
through the infirmitiesof age, weie slow and heavv.
The service of God should be done when we are it
the most lively, active, frame. Tin sed< n<Ic' nat¬
tier this, whoput oil' their repentance to oldage, an 1
so leave the best woik to be done in the worst time.

II. How their work is desci ibed. They are sail
to enter into the host, or warfare, to do the work in
the tabernacle. The ministry s, 1. A good work,
1 Tim. 3. 1. Ministers at e not ordained to the
honour only, but to the labour, not to have the wa
ges, but to do the work. 2. A good warfare, 1Tim.
1. 18. They that enter into the ministry must lock
upon themselves as entered into the host, and ap-
prove themselv es good soldiers, 2 Tim. 2. 3.

New, as to the sons of Kohath in particular,
here is,

(1.) Their service appointed them in the remov es
of the tabernacle. Afterward, when the tabei nacle
wi s fixed, they had other work assigned them: but
th.s was the work of the day, which was to be done
in its dav. Observe, Wherever the camp of Israei
went, the tabernacle of the Lord went with them,
and care must be taken for the carriage of it. Ncte,
Wherever we go, we must see to it that we take
our religion along with us, and not forget that, or
any part of it. Now, the Kohathites were to car¬
ry all the holy things of the tabernacle. They
were charged with those things before, (eh. 3. 31. )
but here they have more particular instructions
given them.

[1.] Aaron, and his sons the priests, must pack
up the things which the Kohathites were to carry,
as here directed, v. 5, ike. Gcd had before ap¬
pointed that ni ne should come into the most holv
place, but only Aaron once a year with a cloud ci"
incense; (Lev. 16. 2.) and yet, the necessity of their
unsettled state requiring it, that law is here dis¬
pensed with; for, every time thev removed, Aarcn
and his sons went in to take down the ark, and
make it up for carriage; for (as the learned Bishop
Patrick suggests) the *Shechinah, or display of the
Divine Majesty, which was over the mercy-seat,
removed for the present in thepillar of cloud,'which
was taken up, and then the ark was not dangerous
to be approached.

[2.] All the holy things must be covered;the ark
and table with three cov erings, all the rest with
two. Even the ashes of the altar, inwhich the holv
fire was carefully preserv ed and raked up, must
have a purple cloth spread over them, v. 13. Even
the brazen altar, though in the court of the sanc¬
tuary it stood open to the view of all, yet was cover¬
ed in the carriage of it. All these coverings are de¬
signed, First, For safety, that these hcly things
might not be ruffled with the wind, sullied with the
rain, or tarnished with the sun, but that they might
be preserved jn their beauty; for on all the glory
shall be a defence. The covering of badgers' skins',
being thick and strong, would keep out wet; and,
while we are in our passage through the wilderness
of this world, it concerns us to be fenced for all
weathers, Isa. 4. 5, 6. Secondly, 1- or decent"v and
ornament. Most of these things had a cloth of blue,
or purple, or scarlet, spread outmost; and the ark
was covered with a cloth wholly of blue, v. 6. An
emblem (say some) of the azure skies, which are
spread like a curtain between us and the Majestv
on high, Job. 26. 9. Those that are faithful to'Grd
should endeavour likewise to appear beautiful be «•
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F~re men, that they may adorn the doctrine of God
our Saviour. Thirdly, For concealment. It sig¬
nified the darkness of that dispensation. That
which is now brought to fight by the gospel, and re¬
vealed to babes, was then hid from the wise and
prudent. They saw only the coverings, not the
lioly things themselves, (Heb. 10. 1.) but now
Christ has destroyed the face of the covering, Isa.
25. 7.

[3.] When all the holy things were covered, I
then the Kohathites were to carry them on then-
shoulders. Those things that had staves were car¬
ried by their staves, (v. 6, 8, 11, 14,) those that I
had not were carried upon a bar, or pier, or bearing i

barrow, v. 10, 12. bee how the tokens of Clod's I
presence in this world are moveable things; but we
look for a kingdom that cannot be moved.

(2.) Eleazar, now the eldest son of Aaron, is ap¬
pointed overseer of the Kohathites in this service;
(v. 16.) he must take care that nothing was forgot, '
left behind, or displaced. Asa priest, he had more-
honour than the Levites,but then he had more care;
and that care was a heavierburthen, no doubt, upon j
his heart, than all the burthens that were laid upon j
their shoulders. It is much easier to do the work
of the tabernacle than to discharge the trusts of it,
to obey than to rule.

(3.) Great care must be taken to preserve the
lives of these Levites, by preventing their unsea¬
sonable irreverent approach to the most holy things,
(i>. 18.) Cut ye not off the Kohathites. Note,
Those who do not what they can to keep others
from sin, do what they can to cut them off". [1.]
The Kohathites must not see the holy things till the

Criests had covered them, v. 20. Even they that
ore the vessels of the Lord, saw not what they

bore; so much were even they in the dark concern¬
ing the gospel, whose office it was to expound the
law. And, [2.]When the holy things were cover¬
ed, they m ght not touch tnem, at least not the ark,
cai-ed ,'iere the holy thing, upon pain of death, v.
15. U7.7.0 was struck dead rr the breach of this
law. Thus were the Lord's ministers themselves
then kept in fear, and that was a dispensation of
terror, as wellasdarkness; but now,through Christ,
the case is altered; we have seen with our eyes, and
our hands have handled the moidof life, (1John 1.
1.) and we are encouraged to come boldly to the
throne of grace.

2 1 . And the Loudspake unto AJoses, say¬
ing, 22. Take also the sum of the sons of
Gershon, throughout the houses of their
fathers, by their families; 23. From thirty
years old and upward, until fifty years old,
shalt thou number them ; all that enter in
to perforin the service, to do the work in the
tabernacle of the congregation. 24. This is
the service of the families of the Gershon-
ites, to serve, and for burdens. 25. And
they shall hear the curtains of the taberna¬
cle, and the tabernacle of the congregation,
bis covering, and the covering of the bad¬
gers' skins that is above upon it, and the
hanging for the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation. 26. And the hangingsof the
court, and the hangings for the door of the
gate of the court which is by the taberna¬
cle, and by the altar round about, and their
cords, and all the instruments of their ser-
tice, and all that is made for them : so shall

they serve. 27. At the appointment of
Aaron and his sons shall he all the service
of the sons of the Gershonites, in all their
burdens, and in all their service : and ye
shall appoint unto them in charge all their
burdens. 28. This is the service of the fa¬
milies of the sons ofGershon in the taberna¬
cle of the congregation : and their charge
shall be under the hand of Ithaniar, the son
of Aaron the priest. 29. As lor the sons of
Merari, thou shalt number them after their
families, by the house of their fathers : 30.
From thirty years old and upward, even
unto fifty years old,shalt thou number them,
every one that entereth into the service, to
do the work of the tabernacle of the congre¬
gation. 31. And this is the charge of their
burden, according to all their service in the
tabernacle of the congregation ; the boards
of the tabernacle, and the bars thereof,
and the pillars thereof, and sockets thereof.
32. And the pillars of the court round about,
and their sockets, and tliiir pins, and their
cords,with all their instruments, and witli
all their service : and by name ye shall
icckon the instruments of the charge of
(heir burden. 33. This is the service of lhe
families of the sons of Merari, according lo
all their service in the tabernacle of the con¬
gregation, under the hand of Ithaniar, the
ÿ on of Aaron the priest.

We have here the charge of the ether t\\ o fami¬
lies of the Levites, which, though net so honourable
as the first, yet was lieeessarv, and was to be done
regularly. 1. The Gershonites were charged with
all the drapery of the tabernacle; the curtains, and
hangings, and the coverings of badgers' skins, v.
22 ..26. Those they were to take down, when
the cloud removed, and the ark and the rest rf the
holy things were carried away, to pack up and
bring with them, and then to set up again, where
the cloud rested. Aaron and his sens allotted to
them their respective charge, "You shall take care
of such a curtain, and you of such a hanging; that
every one mav know liis work, and there may be
no confusion," v. 27. Ithaniar particularly was to
take the oversight of tlieni, v. 28. 2. The Mera-
rites were charged with the heavy carriage, the
boards and bars, the pillars and sockets, the pins
and coi ds, and those were delivered them by name,
v. 31, 32. An inventory was given them of every

particular, that it might he forthcoming, and no¬
thing to seek, when the tabernacle was to be set up
again. Though these seemed of less importance
than the other things pertaining to the sanctuary,
yet there was this care taken ol them, to teach iis
with the greatest exactness to preserve pure and
entire all die hie institutions, and to take care that
nothingbe lost. It also intimates the care God takes
of his church, and eiery member of it: the grid
Shepherd calls his omn shce/i by name, John 10. 3.

Here were thousands <f men employed about
these services, though a much less number would
have served for the bearing of these burthens; hut
it was requisite that the tabernacle should be t.,ker.
down and set up with great expedition, and many
hands would m ke quick work, especially v. hen
every one knew his \>crk. Thev had tents of iheit
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own to take care of, and to take along with them,
but the young men under 30, and the old men above
50, nnght serve for them; nor is there any mention
of them, for God's house must always be preferred
before our own. Their care was preposterous, who
built and ceiled their own houses, while God's house
lay waste, Hag. 1. 4, 9.

The death of the saints is represented as the tak¬
ing down of the tabernacle, (2 Cor. 5. l.)and the
putting of it off, 2 Pet. 1. 14. The immortal soul,
like the most holy things, is first recovered and
taken away, carried by angels unseen, under the in¬
spection of the Lord Jesus, or Eleazar; and care is
taken also of the body, the skin and flesh which
are as the curtains, the bones and sinews which are
as the bars and pillars; none of these shall be lost:
commandment is given concerning the bones; a co¬
venant made with the dust; these are in safe custody,
and shall all be produced in the great day, when
this tabernacle s.iall be set up again, and these vile
bodies made like the glorious body of Jesus Christ.

34. And Moses and Aaron, and the chief
of the congregation, numbered the sons of
the Kohathites, after their families, and af¬
ter the house of their fathers, 35. From
thirty years old and upward, even unto fif¬
ty years old, every one that entereth in¬
to the service, for the work in the taberna¬
cle of the congregation: 36. And tliose
that were numbered of them, by their fami¬
lies, were two thousand seven hundred and
fifty. 37. These were they that were num¬
bered of the families of the Kohathites, all
that might do service in the tabernacle of
the congregation, which Moses and Aaron
did number, according to the commandment
of the Lord by the hand of Moses. 33.
And those that were numbered of the sons
of Gershon, throughout their families, and
by the house of their fathers, 39. From
thirty years old and upward, even unto fifty
years old, every one that entereth into the
service, for the work in the tabernacle of the
congregation, 40. Even those that were
numbered of them, throughout their fami¬
lies,by the houses of their fathers, were two
thousand and six hundred and thirty. 4).

These are they that were numbered of the
families of the sons of Gershon, of all
that might do service in the tabernacle
of the congregation, whom Moses and
-Varon did number, according to the com¬
mandment of the Lord. 42. And those
that were numbered of the families of the
sons of Merari, throughout their families, by
the house of their fathers, 43. From thirty
years old and upward, even unto fifty years
old, everyone that entereth into the service,
for the work in the tabernacle of the con¬
gregation, 14. Even those that were num¬
bered of them,after their families, were three
thousand and two hundred. 45. These be
those that were numbered of the families of
the sons of Merari,whom Moses and Aaron

numbered, according to the word of the
Lord by the hand of Moses. 46. All
those that were numbered of the Levites,
w hom Moses and Aaron and the chief of
Israel numbered, after their families, and af¬
ter the house of their fathers, 47. From
thirty years old and upward,even unto fifty
years old, every one that came to do the
service of the ministry, and the service of
the burden in the tabernacle of the congre¬
gation, 48. Even those that were number¬
ed of them, were eight thousand and five
hundred and fourscore. 49. According to
the commandment of the Lord they were
numbered by the hand of Moses,every one
according to his service, and according to
his burden : thus were they numbered of
him, as the Lord commanded Moses.

We have here a particular account of the num¬
bers of the three families of the Levites respec¬
tively, that is, of the effective men, between 30
years old and 50.

Observe, 1. That the Kohathites were, in all,
8,600, from a month old and upward; but of those
there were but 2,750 serviceable men, not a third
rart. The Gershonites, in all, 7,500, and of them
jut 2,630 serviceable men, little more than a third
part. Note, Of the many that add to the numbers
of the church, there are comparatively but few that
contribute to the service of it. So it has been, and
so it is; many have a place in the tabernacle that
do but little of the work of the tabernacle, Phil. 2
20, 21.

2. That the Merarites were but 6,200 in all, and
yet of these there were 3,200 serviceable men, that
is, several more than half. The greatest burthen
lay upon that family, the boards, and pillars, and
sockets; and God so ordered it, that, though they
were the fewest in number, yet they should have
the most able men among them; for, whatever
service God calls men to, he will furnish them for
it, and give strength in proportion to the work,
grace sufficient.

3. The whole number of the able men of the
tribe of Levi, which entered into God's host to war
his warfare, was but 8,580, whereas the able men
of the other tribes, that entered into the host of
Israel to war their warfare, were many more. The
least of the tribes had almost four tunes as many
able men as the Levites, and some of them more
than eight times as many; for those that are en¬
gaged in the service of this world, and war after
the flesh, are many more than those that are de¬
voted to the service of God, and fight the eood

.fight offaith.
CHAP. V.

In (his chapter, we have, I.An order, pursuant to the laws
already made, for the removing of the unclean out of
tho camp, v. 1 ..4. II. A repetition of the laws con¬
cerning restitution, in case of wrong done to a neigh¬
bour, (v. 5.. 8.) and concerning the appropriatingÿ
the hallowed things to the priests, v. 9, 10. III. A new
law made concerning the trial of a wife suspected of
adultery by the waters of jealousy, v. 11 .. 31.

I. A Nil the Loud spake unto Moses,
/V saving, 2. Command the children

of Israel, that they put out of the camp
every leper, and every one (hat hath an
issue, and whosoever is defiled hy the dead:
3. Both male and female shall ye put out,
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\\ ithout the camp shall ye put them ; that
they defile not their camps, in the midst
whereof Idwell. 4. And the children of
Israel did so, and put them out without the
camp : as the Lord spake unto Moses,
so did the children of Israel. 5. And the
Lordspake unto Moses, saying, 6. Speak
unto the children of Israel; When a man
or woman shall commit any sin that men
commit, to do a trespass against the Lord,
and that person he guilty ; 7. Then they
shall confess their sin which they have
done: and he shall recompense his trespass
with the principal thereof, and add unto it
the fifth part thereof, and give it unto him
against whom he hath trespassed. 8. But
if the man have no kinsman to recompense
the trespass unto, let the trespass be recom¬
pensed unto the Lord, even to the priest ;
besides the ram of the atonement, whereby
an atonement shall be made for him. 9.
And every offering of all the holy things
of the children of Israel, which they bring
unto the priest, shall be his. 10. And every
man's hallowed things shall be his: what¬
soever any man giveth the priest, it shall
be his.

Here is,
I. A command for the purifying of the camp, by

turning out from within its lines all those that were
ceremonially unclean, by issues, leprosies, or the
touch of dead bodies, until they were cleansed ac¬
cording to the law, v. 2, 3. ' These orders are
executed immediately, v. 4. 1. The camp was
now newly-modelled and put in order, and there¬
fore, to complete the reformation of it, it is next to
be cleansed. Note, the purity of the church must
be as carefully consulted and preserved as the
peace and order of it. It is requisite, not only that
every Israelite be confined to his own standard, but
that every polluted Israelite be separated from it.
The wisdom from above isfirst pure, then peacea¬
ble. 2. God's tabernacle was now fixed in the
midst of their camp, and therefore they must be
careful to keep it clean. Note, The greater pro¬
fession of religion any house or family makes, the
more they are obliged to put away iniquity far
from the tabernacle, Job 22. 23. The person, the
place, in the midst of which God dwells, must not
be defiled; for, if it be, he is affronted, offended,
and provoked to withdraw; 1Ccr. 3. 15, 17.

This expulsion of the unclean out of the camp
was to signify, (1.) What the governors of the
church ought to do; they must separute between
the precious and the vile, and purge out scandalous
persons as old le iven, (1Cor. 5. 8, 13.) lest others
be infected and defiled, Heb. 12. 15. It is for the
glory of Christ, and the edification of his church,
that those who are openly and incorrigibly profane
and vicious should be put out and kept from Chris¬
tian communion till they repent. (2.) What God
himself will do in the great day; he will thoroughly
tiurge his floor, and gather out of his kingdom all
things that offend. As here the unclean were shut
out of. the camp, so into the new Jeiusalem no un¬
clean thing shall enter, Rev. 21. 27.

II. A law concerning restitution, in case of wrong
done to a neighbour. It is called a sin that men
commi'. (v. 6.) because it is common among men;

a sin of man, that is, a sin against man, so it is
thought that it should be translated and understood.
If a man over-reach or defraud his brother in any
matter, it is to be looked upon as a trespass against
the Lord, who is the Protector of right, the Pun-
isher of wrong, and who strictly charges and com¬
mands us to do justly. Now, what is to be dene
when a man's awakened conscience charges him
with guilt of this kind, and brings it to his remem¬
brance, though done long ago? 1. He must confess
his sin, confess it toGod, confess it to his neighbour,
and so take shame to himself. If he have denied
it before, though it go against the grain to own
himself in a lie, yet he must do it; because his
heart was hardened, he denied it, therefore he has
no other way of making it appear that his heart is
now softened, but by confessing it. 2. He must
bring a sacrifice, a ram of atonement, v. 8. Satis-

; faction must be made for the offence dene to God,
whose law is broken, as well as for the loss sus¬
tained by our neighbour; restitution in that case is
not sufficient without faith and repentance. 3. Yet
the sacrifices would not be accepted till full amends
was made to the party wronged, not only the
principal, but a fifth part added to it, v. 7. It is
certain, that, while that which is got by injustice is
knowingly retained in the hands, the guilt of the
injustice remains upon the conscience, and is not
purged by-,sacrifice or offering, prayers or tears,
for it is cue and the same cc ntinued act of sin
persisted in. This law we had before, (Lev. 6. 4. )
and it is here added, that, if the party wronged
were dead, and he had no near kinsman who was
entitled to the debt, or it were any way uncer¬
tain to whom the restitution should be made, that
should not serve for an excuse to detain what was
unjustly gotten; to whomsoever it pertained, it w; s
certainly none of his that got it by sin, and there¬
fore it must be given to the priest, v. 8. If there
were any that could make out a title to it, it must
not be given to the priest; (Gcd hates robbery for
burnt-offerings;) but if there were not, then it
lapsed to the great Lord, (ob defectum sanguinis—
for want of issue,J and the priests were his receiv¬
ers. Note, Some work of piety or charity is a
piece of necessary justice to be done by those who
are conscious to themselves that they have done
wrong, but know not how otherwise to make resti
tution; what is not our property will never be our
profit.

III. A general rule concerning hallowed things
given upon this occasion, that, whatever was given
to the priest, his it shall be, v. 9, 10. 1. He that
gave it shall not receive his gift again, upon any
pretence whatsoever. This law ratifies and con¬
firms all grants for pious uses, that people might
not give things to the priests in a fit of zeal, and
then recall them in a fit of vexation. 2. The other
priests shall not come in sharers with that priest
who then officiated, and to whom the hallowed
thing, whatever it was, was given. Let him that
was most ready and diligent in attending fare the
better for it; if he do the work, let him have the
pay, and much good may it do him.

II. And the Lord spake unto Moses,
saying, 12. Speak unto the children of
Israel, and say unto them, If any man's
wife go aside,and commit a trespass against
him, 13. And a man lie with her carnal¬
ly', and it be hid from the eyes of her hus¬
band, and be kept close, and she be defiled.
and there be no witness against her, neither
she be taken with the manner; 14. And
the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and
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he be jealous of his wife, and she be defiled :
or if the spirit of jealousy come upon him,
and he be jealous of his wife, and she be
not defiled; 15. Then shall the man bring
his wife unto the priest, and lie shall bring
her offering for her, the tenth part of an
ephah of barley meal; he shall pour no oil
upon it, nor put frankincense thereon ; for
it is an offering of jealousy, an offering
of memorial, bringing iniquity to remem¬
brance. 1G. And the priest shall bring her
near, and set her before the Lord: 17.
Anil the priest shall take holy water in an
earthen vessel ; and of the dust that is in
the floor of the tabernacle the priest shall
take, and put it into the water : 18. And
the priest shall set the woman before the
Lord, and uncover the woman's head, and
put the offering of memorial in her hands,
which is the jealousy-offering : and t lie priest
shall have in his hand the bitter water that
causeth the curse. 19. And the priest shall
charge her by an oath, and say unto the
woman, If no man have lain with thee, and
if thou hast not gone aside to uncleanness
with another instead of thy husband, be thou
free from this bitter water that causeth the
curse: 20. But if thou hast gone aside to
another instead of thy husband, and if thou
be defiled, and some man hath lain with
thee besides thine husband; 21. Then the
priest shall charge the woman with an oath
of cursing ; and the priest shall say unto the
woman, the Lord make thee a curse and
an oath among thy people, when the Lord
doth make tliv thigh to rot, and thy belly to
swell: 22. Vnd this water that causeth
the curse shall go into thy bowels, to make
thy belly to swell, and thy thigh to rot.
And the woman shall say, Amen, amen.
23. And the priest shall write these curses
in a book, and he shall blot them out with
the bitter water: 24. And he shall cause
the woman to drink the hitter water that
causeth the curse: and the water that caus¬
eth the cuise shall enter into her and heroine
hitler. 25. Then the priest shall take the
jealousy-offering out of the woman's hand,
and shall wave the offering before the
Lord, and offer it upon the altar: 2G.
And the priest shall take a handful of the
ol'lering, <rr n the memorial thereof,and burn
it upon the altar, and afterward shall cause
the woman to drink the water. 27. And
when he hath made her to drink the wider,
then it shall come to pass, that if she be
defiled, and have done trespass against her
husband, that the water that causeth the
curse shall enter into her, and become bitter,
and icr belly shall swell, and her thigh

shall rot : and the woman shall bo a curse
among her people. 28. And if the woman
be not defiled, but be clean ; then she shall
be free, and shall conceive seed. 29. This
is the law of jealousies, when a wife goeth
aside to another instead of her husband, and
is defiled ; 30. Or when thespiiit of jealousy
cometh upon him, and he be jealous over
his wife, and shall set the woman hifore the
Lord, and the priest shall execute upon
her all this law; 31. Then shall the man
be guiltless from iniquity, and this woman
shall bear her iniquity.

We have here the law concerning the solemn trial
of awife whose husbandwasjealous of her. Observe,

I. What was the case supposed, That a man had
some reason to suspect his wife to have committed
adultery, v. 12. . 14. Here, 1. The sin of adultery
is justly represented as an exceeding sinful sin; it
is going aside from God and virtue, and the good
way, Prov. 2. 17. It is committing a trespass
against the husband, robbing him of his honour,
alienating his right, introducing a spurious brood
into his family, to share with his child]en in Ins
estate, and violating her covenant with him. It is
being defiled, for nothing pollutes the mind and
conscience more than this sin d< es. 2. It is sup¬
posed to be a sin which great care is taken by the
sinners to conceal; which there is no witness ei'; the
eye of the adulterer traits for the twilight, Job 24
15. And the adulteress takes her opportunity
when the good man is not at home, Prov. 7. 19. It
would not covet to be secret, if it were not shameful,
and the Devil, who draws sinners to this sin, teaches
them how to cover it. 3. The spirit ofjealousy
is supposed to come upon the husband, of which
Solomon says, It is the rageofa man, (Prov. 6. 34. )
and that it is cruel as the grave, Cant. 8. 6. 4.
"Yet" (say the Jewish writers) "he must make it
appear that he has some just cause for the sus¬
picion." The rule they give is, "If the husband
have said unto his wife, before witnesses, 'Be not
thou in secret with such a man,' and, notwithstand¬
ing that admonition, it is afterward proved that
she was in secret with that man, the ugh her father
or her brother, then he may compel her to drink
the bitter water." But the law here does not tie
him to that particular method of proving the just
cause of his suspicion; itmightbe otherwise proved.
In case it could be proved that she had committed
adultery, she was to he put to death, (Lev. 20. 10.)
but if it was uncertain, then this law took place.
From hence, (J.) Let all wives be admonished not
to give any the least occasion for the suspicion of
their chastity; it is not enough that they abstain
from the evil of uncleanness, but they must abstain
from all appearance of it, from every thing that
looks like it, or leads to it, or may give the least
umbrage to jealousy; for how great a matter may a
littlefire kindle! (2.) Let all husbands bo admo¬
nished not to entertain any causeless or unjust sus¬
picions of their wives. Charity in general, much
more, conjugal affection, teaches to think no evil, 1
Cor. 13. 5. It is the happiness of the v irtuous
woman that the heart of her husband doth safety
trust in her, Prov. 31. li.

II. What was the course prescribed in this case;
1. That, if the suspected wife was innocent, she
might not continue under the reproach and uneasi¬
ness of her husband's jealousy. 2. That, if she
was guilty, her sin might find her out, and r-thcis
might hear, and fear, and take wa ning. Now, the
process of the trial must be thus:
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(1.) Her husband must bring her to the firiest,
w'th the witnesses that could prove the ground of
his suspicion, and desire that she might heput upon
her trial. The Jews say that the priest was first
to endeavour to persuade her to confess the truth,
saving to this purport, "Dear daughter, perhaps
thou wast overtaken by drinking wine, or wast car-
red away by the heat of youth or the examples of
had neighbours; come, confess the truth, for the
s ike of his great name which is described in the
most sacred ceremony, and do not let it he blotted
out with the hitter water." If she confessed, say¬
ing, "lam defiled," she was not put to death, hut
was divorced, and lost her dowry; if she said, "I
am pure," then they proceeded.

(2.) He must bring a coarse offering of barley-
meal, without oil or frankincense, agreeably to the
present afflicted state of his family; for a great
affliction it was, either to have cause to he jealous,
or to he jealous withrut cause. It is an offering of
memorial, to signify that what was to he done was
intended as a religious appeal to the omniscience
and justice of God.

(3.) The priest was to prepare the water of
jealousy; the holy water out of the lavcr, at which
the priests were to wash when they ministered;
this must be brought in an earthen vessel, contain¬
ing (they say) about a pint; and it must be an earth¬
en vessel, because the coarser and plainer every
thing was, the more agreeable it was to the occa¬
sion. Dust must he put into the water, to signify
the reproach she lay under, and the shame she
ought to take to herself, putting her mouth in the
dust; hut dust from the floor of the tabernacle, to
put an honour upon every thing that pertained to
the place God had chosen to put his name there,
and to keep up in the people a reverence for it: see
John 8. 6.

(4.) The woman was to be set before the Lord, at
the east gate of the temple-court, (say the Jews,)
and her head was to be uncovered, in token of her
sorrowful cond:tion, and there she stood for a spec¬
tacle to the world, that other women might learn
not to do after her lewdness, Ezek. 23. 48. Onlv
the Jews say, "Her own servants were not to he
present, that she might not seem vile in their sight,
who were to give honour to her; her husband also
must be dismissed."

(5.) The priest was to adjure her to tell the truth,
and to denounce the curse of God against her if
she were guilty, and to declare what would he the
effect of her drinking the water of je lousy, v.
19..22. He must assure her, that, if she was in¬
nocent, the water would do her no harm, v. 19.
None need fear the curse of the law, if they have
not broken the commands of the law. But, if she
was guilty, this water would he poison to 1 <>•ÿ, it
would make her belly to swell, and her thigh , rot,
and she should be a curse or abomination among her
people, v. 21, 22. To this she must sav Amen, as
Israel must do to the curses pronounced on mount
Ebal, Deut. 27. 26. Some think the Amen, being
doubled, respects both parts of the adjuration, both
that which freed her if innocent, and that which 'condemned her if guilty. No woman, if she was
guilty, could say Amen to this adjuration, and drink
the water upon it, unless she disbelieved the truth
of God, or defied his justice, and was come to such
a pitch of impudence and hard-heartedness in sin,
as to challenge God Almighty to do his worst, and
fhoose rather to venture upon his curse than to
give him glory by making confession; thus has
whoredom taken away the heart.

(6.) The priest was' to write this curse in a scrip
vr scroll of parchment, verbatim—word for word,
as he had expressed it, and then to wipe or scrape
cut what he had written into the water, (y. 23.) to

sigmfy that it was that curse which impregnated
the water, and gave it its strength to eftei t \i hat
was intended. It signified, that, if she was inno¬
cent, the curse should be blotted cut, and never
appear against her, as it is written, (Isa. 48. 25.)
J am he that blotteth out thy transgression; and
(Ps. 51. 9.) Blot out mine iniquities. But that, if
she was guilty, the curse, as it was written, being
infused into the water, it would enter into her bow¬
els with the water, even like oil into her bones, (Ps.
109. 18.) as we read of a curse entering into a
house, Zech. 5. 4.

(7.) The woman must then drink the water;
(v. 24.) it is called the bitter water, some think, be¬
cause they put wormwood in it to make it bitter, or
rather, because it caused the curse. Thus, sin is
called an evil thing and a bitter, for the same rea¬
son, because it causeth the curse, Jer. 2. 19. If she
had been guilty, (and otherwise it did not cause the
curse,) she was made to know, that, though her
stolen waters had been sweet, and her bread eaten
in secret fileasant, yet the end was bitter as worm¬
wood, Prov. 9. 17. and ch. 5. 4. Let all that med¬
dle with forbidden pleasures know that they will
be bitterness in the latter end. The Jews say, that
if, upon denouncing the curses, the woman was so
terrified that she durst not drink the water, but
confessed that she was defiled, the priest flung
down the water, and cast her offering among the
ashes, and she was div orced without dowry: if she
confessed not, and yet would not drink, they forced
her to it; and if she was ready to throw it up again,
they hastened her away, that she might not pollute
the holy place.

(8.) Before she drank the water, the jeal nsy-
ofi'ering was waved and offered upon the altar; (r.
25, 26.) a handful of it was burnt for a memorial,
and the remainder of it eaten by the priest, unless
the husb nd was a priest, and then it w s scattered
among the ashes. This offering, in the midst of the
transaction, signified that the whole was an appeal
to God, as a God that knows all things, and from
whom no secret is hid.

Lastly, All things being thus performed accord¬
ing to the law, they were to wait the issue. The

I water, with a little dust put into it, and the scrap¬
ings of a written parchment, bad no natural ten¬
dency at all to do either good or hurt; but, if God
was thus appealed to in the way of an instituted
ordinance, though otherwise the innocent might
have continued under suspicion, and the guilty un-

I discovered, yet God would so far own his institution,
as that, in a little time, by the miraculous operation
of Providence, the innocency of the innocent should
be cleared, and the sin of the guilty should find
them out.

1. If the suspected woman was really guilty, the
water she drank would be poison to her, (v. 37.)
her bcllv would swell, and her thigh rot by a vile
disease for vile deserts, and she would mourn at the
last, when her flesh and body are consumed, Prov.
5. 11. Bishop Patrick says, from some of the
Jewish writers, that the effect of these waters ap¬
peared immediately; she grew pale, and her eyes
ready to start out of her head. Dr. I.ightfoot says,
thai sometimes it appeared net for two or three
years, but she bare no children, was sickly, lan¬
guished, and rotted at last; it is probable that some
indications appeared immediately. The rabbins
say, that the adulterer also died in the same day
and hour that the adulteress did, and in the same
manner too; that his belly swelled, and his secret
parts rotted: a disease, perhaps, not much unlike
that which, in these latter ages, the avenging hand
of a righteous God has made the scourge of unclean-
ness, and in which whores and whoremongers infect,
and plague, and ruin, one another, since they escape



)

400 NUMBERS, VI.

Dunislitnent f rm men. The Jewish doctors add,
that the waters had this effect upon ttie adulteress
only in case the husband had never offended in the
same kind; but that, if he had at any time defiled
the marriage-bed, God did not thus right him
against his injurious wife; and that, therefore, in the
latter and degenerate ages of the Jewish church,
when uncleanness did abound, this way of trial was
generally disused and laid aside: men, knowing
their own crimes, were content not to know their j
wives' crimes. And to this, perhaps, may refer
the threatening, (Hos. 4. 14.)Iwill not furnish your
s/iouses when they commit adultery,for yourselves
are separated with whores.

2. If she was innocent, the water she drank
would be physic to her; (v. 28.) She shall be free,
and shall conceive seed. The Jewish writers mag¬
nify the good effects of this water to the innocent
woman; that, to recompense her for the wrong done
to her by the suspicion, she should, after the drink¬
ing of these waters, be stronger, and look better,
than ever; if she was sickly, she should become
healthful, should bear a maii-child, and have easy
labour.

From the whole we may learn, (1.) That secret
sins are knownto God, and sometimes are strangely
brought to light in thU life;however, there is a day
coming when God will, by Jesus Christ, as here by
the priest, judge the secrets of men according to the
gospel, Rom. 2. 16. (2.) That, in particular,
IVhoremongers and adulterers God will judge.
The violation of conjugal faith and chastity is high¬
ly provoking to the God of heav en, and sooner or
later it will be reckoned for. Though we have not
now the waters of jealousy to be a sensible terror to
the unclean, yet we have a word from God, which
ought to be as great a terror, that, if any man de¬
file the temple of God, him shall God destroy, 1
Cor. 3. 17. (3.) That Gcd will find out some way
or other to clear the innoccncy of the innocent, and
to bring forth their righteousness as the light. (4.)
That to the pure all things are pure, but to the de¬
filed nothing is so, Tit. 1. 15. The same word is
to some a savour of life unto life, to others a savour
of death unto death, like those waters of jealousy,
according as they receive it; the same providence
is for good to some, and for hurt to others, Jer. 24.
5, 8, 9. And, whatsoever it is intended for, it shall
not return void.

CHAP. VI.
In this chapter, we have, I.The law concerning Nazariles.

1. What it was which the vow of a Nazarite obliged
him to, v. 1 ..8. 2. A remedial law, in case a Nazarilc
happened to be polluted by the touch of a dead body,
r. 9 ..12. 3. The solemnity of his discharge when his
time was up, v. 13..21. II. Instructions given to the
priests how they should bless the people, v. 22 ..27.

I. 4 ND the Lord spake unto Moses,
/V saying, 2. Speak unto the children

of Israel, and say unto them, When either
man or woman shall separate themselves to
vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separate them¬
selves unUi the Lord; 3. He shall sepa¬
rate himself from wine, and strong drink,
and shall drink no vinegar of wine, or vine¬
gar of strong drink, neither shall lie drink
any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes,
or dried. 4. All the days of his separation
shall lie eat nothing that is made of the
vine-tree, from the kernels even to the husk.
5 All the days of the vow of his separation
there shall no razor come upon his head :

until t he days lie fulfilled, in the which he
separated! himself unto the Lord, he shall
be holy, and shall let the locks of the hair
of his head grow. 6. All the days that he
separateth himself unto the Lord he shall
come at no dead body. 7. He shall not
make himself unclean for his father, or for
his mother, for his brother, or for his sister,
when they die; because the consecration
of his God is upon his head. 8. All the
days of his separation he is holy unto the
Lord. 9. And if any man die very sud¬
denly by him, and he hath defiled the head
of his consecration; then he shall shave his
head in the day of liis cleansing, on the
seventh day shall lie shave it. 10. And on
the eighth day he shall bring two turtles, or
two young pigeons, to the priest, to the door
of the tabernacle of the congregation; 1 1.
And the priest shall oiler the one for a sin-
offering, and the other for a burnt-offering,
and make an atonement for him, for that he
sinned by the dead, and shall hallow his
head that same day. 12. And he shall
consecrate unto the Lord the days of his
separation, and shall bring a lamb of the
first year for a trespass-offering: but the
days that were before shall be lost, because
his separation was defiled. 13. And this is
the law of the Nazarite, when the days of
his separation are fulfilled: he shall be
brought unto the door of the tabernacle of
the congregation; 14. And he shall offer
his offering unto ihe Lord, one he-lamb of
thp first year without blemish for a burnt-
offering, and one ewe-lamb of the first year
without blemish for a sin-offering, and one
ram without blemish for peace-offerings,
15. And a basket of unleavened bread,
cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, and
wafers of unleavened bread anointed with
oil, and their meat-offering, and their drink-
offerings. 1G. And the priest shall bring
them before the Lord, and shall offer bis
sin-offering, and bis burnt-offering. 17. And
he shall offer the ram for a sacrifice of
peace-offerings unto the Lord, with the
basket of unleavened bread: the priest shall
offer also bis meat-offering, and bis drink-
offering. 18. And the Nazarite shall shave
the head of his separation at ihe door of the
tahernaele of the congregation; and shall
take the hair of the head of his separation,
and put it in the fire which is under the.
sacrifice of the peace-offerings. 19. And
Ihe priest shall take the sodden shoulder of
the ram, and one unleavened cake out of
the basket, and one unleavened wafer, and
shall put them upon the hands of the Naza¬
rite, after the hair of his separation is



NUMBERS, VI. 481

sliaveu : 20. And the priest shall wave
them for a wave-offering before the Lord:
this is holy for the priest, with the wave-
breast and heave-shoulder: and after that
the Nazarite may drink wine. 21. This is
the law of the Nazarite who hath vowed,
and of his offering unto the Lord for his
separation, besides that that his hand shall
get: according to the vow which he vowed,
so he must do after the law of his separa¬
tion.

After the law for the discovery and shame of those
that by sin had made themselves vile, fitly follows
this for the direction and encouragement of those
that by their eminent piety and devotion, had made
themselves honourable,anddistinguishedthemselves
from their neighbours. It is very probable that
there were those, before the making of this law,
who went under the character of Arazarites, and
were celebrated by that title, as persons professing
greater strictness and zeal in religion than otherpeo-
ple, for the t ow of a Nazarite is spoken of here as a
thing already well known, but the obligation of it is
reduced to a greater certainty than hitherto it had
been. Joseph is called a Arazarite among hisbreth¬
ren, (Gen. 49. 26.) not only because separate from
them, but because eminent among them. Obsene,

1. The general character of a Nazarite; it is a
person separated unto the Lord, v. 2. Some were
Nazarites for life, either by divine designation, as
Samson, (Judg. 13. 5.) and John Baptist, (Luke 1.
15.) or by their parents' vow concerning them, as
Samuel, 1 Sam. 1. 11. Of these this law spe ks
not. Others were so for a certain time, and by their
own voluntary engagement, and concerning them
rules are given by this law. A woman might bind
herself with the vow of a Nazarite, under the limi¬
tations we find, ch. 30. 3, where the vow which the
woman is supposed to vow unto the Lord seems to j
be meant especially of th:s vow. The Nazarites
were, 1. Devoted to the Lord during the time of
their Nazariteship, and, it :s probable, spent much
of their time in the study of the law, in acts of de¬
votion, and instructing others. An air of piety was
therefore put upon them, and upon their whole
conversation. They were separated from common
persons and common things. Those that are con¬
secrated to God must not be conformed to this
world. They distinguished themselves, not onlv
from others, but from what they themselves were
before and after. 3. They separated themselves
bv vowing a vow; every Israelite was boundby the
divine law to love God with all his heart, but the
Nazarites by their own act and deed bound them¬
selves to seine religious observances, as fruits and
expressions of that love, which other Israelites were
not bound to. Some such there were whose spirits
God stirred up to be in their day the ornaments of
the church, the standard-bearers of religion, and
patterns of piety. It is spoken of as a great favour
to their nation, that God raked u/i their young men
for Arazarites, Amos 2. 11. The Nazarites were
known in the streets, and respected as fiurer than
mow, whiter than milk, Lam. 4. 7. Christ was
called in reproach a Arazarene, so were his follow¬
ers, but he was no Nazarite according to this law,
he drank wine, and touched dead bodies, yet in
him this type had its accomplishment, for inhim all
purity and perfection met; and even- true christian
is a spiritual Nazarite separated by vow unto the
Lord. We find St. Paul, by the persuasion of his
friends, in complaisance to the Jews, submitting to
this law of the Nazarites; but, at the same time, it
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is declared that the Gentiles should observe no such
thing, Acts 21. 24, 25. It was looked upon ;.s a
great honour to a man to be a Nazarite, and there¬
fore, if a man speak of it as a punishment, saying,
for instance, "Iwill be a Nazarite rather than do
so or so," he is, (say the Jews) a wicked man; but
he that vows unto the Lord in the way of holi¬
ness to be a Nazarite, lo, the crown ofhis God <s

ufion his head,
II. The particular obligations that the Nazarites

lav under; that the families of superstitious men
might not multiply their restraints endlessly, God
himself lays down the law for them, andgives them
the rule of their profession.

1. They must have nothing to do with the fruit
of the vine, v. 3, 4. They must drink no wine ncr
strong drink, nor eat grapes, no not the kernel of
the husk; tliev might not so much as eat a raisin.
The learned Dr. Lightfoot has a conjecture (Hor.
Heb. in Luc. 1. 15.1that, as the ceremonial pollu¬
tions, by leprosy and otherwise, represented the sin¬
ful state of fallen man,so the institutionof the orderof
Nazarites was designed to represent the pure and
perfect state of man in innocency; and that the tree
of knowledge, forbidden to Adam, was the vine,
and for that season it was forbidden to the Naza¬
rites, and all the produce of it. They who gave
the Nazarites wine to drink did the tempter's work.
(Amos 2. 12.) persuading them to that forbidden
fruit. That it was reckoneda perfection andpraise
not to drink wine, appears from the instance of the
Rechabites, Jer. 35. 6. They were to drink no
wine; (1.) That they might be examples of tem¬
perance and mortification. Those that separate
themselves to God and to his honour must not gra¬
tify the desires of the body, but keep that under and
bring it into subjection. Drinking a little wine for
the stomach's sake is allowed, to help that, 1Tim.
5. 23. But drinking much wine for the palate's
sake, to please that, docs by no means become those
who profess to walk not after the Jlesh, but after
the Spirit. (2.) That they might be qualified to
employ themselves in the service of God. They
must not drink, lest theyforget the law, (Prov. 31.
5.) lest they should err through wine, Isa. 28. 7.
Let all Christians oblige themselves to be very mo¬
derate in the use of wine and strong drink; for if
the love of these once get the mastery of a man, he:
becomes a very easy prey to batan. It is observ¬
able, that, because they were to drink no wine,.
(which was the thing mainly intended,) they were
to eat nothing that came of the vine, to teach, us
with the utmost care and caution to avoid suvand
every thing that borders upon it and leads to it,,ot
may be a temptation to us. ' rlbstain from all ap¬
pearance ofevil, 1Thess. 5. 22.

2. They must not cut their hair, v. 5.. They
must neitherpoll their heads,nor shave their beards:
this was that mark of Samson's Nazariteship,
which we often read of in his story. Now, (1.1
This signified a noble neglect of the body and tin
case and ornament of it, which became those who,
being separated to God, ought to be wholly taken
up with their souls, to secure their peace and beauty.
It signified that they had, for the present, renounc¬
ed all sorts of sensual pleasures, and delights, and
resolved to live a life of self- enrol'and mortification.
Mephibosheth in sorrow ti-.mmed not his beard,2
Sam. 19. 24. (2.) Some observe, that long hair is
spoken of as a badge of subjection, 1Cor. 11. 5, &c.
So that the long hair of the Nazarites denoted their
subjection to God, and their putting themselves un¬
der his dominion. (3.) By this they were known
to all that met them to be Nazarites, and so it com¬
manded respect. It made them look great without
art; it was nature's crown to the head, and a testi
mony for them that they badpreservedtheir purity.
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For, if they had been defiled, their hair must hat e
been cut, v. 9. See Jer. 7. 29.

3. They must not come near any dead body, v.
6, 7. Others might touch dead bodies, and con¬
tracted only a ceremonial pollution by it for some ;]
time; some must do it, else the dead must be un- !
buried, but the Nazarites must not do it, upon pain !|
of forfeiting all the honour of their Nazariteship. j
They must not attend the funeral of any relation,no
not father or mother, any more than the high priest
himself, because the consecration ofhis God is u/ion j
his head. Those that separate themselves to God j
must learn, (1.) To distinguish themselves, and do j
more than others. (2.) To keep their consciences
pure from dead works, and not to touch the unclean I
thing. The greater profession of religion we
make, and the more eminent we appear, the great¬
er care must we take to avoid all sin, for we have so
much the more honour to lose by it. (3.) To mo¬
derate their affections even to their near relations,
so as not to let their sorrow for the loss of them
break in upon their joy in God, and submission to
his will. See Matth. 8. 21, 22.

4. All the days oj their separatio?) they must be
holy to the Lord, v. 8. This was the meaning of
those external observances, and without this they
were of no account. The Nazarites must be devoted
to God, employed for him, and their minds intent
upon him; they must keep themselves pure in heart
and life, and be in every thing conformable to the
divine image and will; this is to be holy, this is to
be a Nazarite indeed.

III. The provision that was made for the clean¬
sing of a Nazarite, if he happened unavoidably to
contract a ceremonial pollution by the touch of a
dead body. No penalty is ordered by this law for
the wilful breach of the foregoing laws, for it was
not supposed that a man, who had so much religion i

as to make that vow, could have so little as to break
it presumptuously; nor could it be supposed that j
he should drink wine, or have his hair cut, but by |
his own fault; but purely by the providence of God, 1

without any fault of his own, he might be near a
dead body, and that is the case put, (v. 9.) If a I
man die very suddenly by him, he has defied the 1

headof his consecration. Note, Death sometimes
takes men awayvery suddenly,and without any pre- '
vious warning. A man mightbe well anddead inso
little a time, that the most careful Nazarite could J
not avoid heing polluted by the dead body; so short '
a step is it sometimes, and so soon taken, from time
to eternity. God prepare us for sudden death !

In this case, 1. He must be purified from the ce- |
remonial pollution he had contracted, as others
must, upon the seventh day, v. 9. Nay, more was i
required for the purifying of the Nazarite than of
any other person that had touched a dead body; he
must bring a sin-offering and a burnt-offering, and
an atonement must be madefor him,v. 10, 11. This
teaches us, that sins of infirmity, and the faults we
arc overtaken in by surprise, must be seriously re- j
pented of, and that an application must be made of |
the virtue of Christ's sacrifice to our souls for the |
forgiveness of them every day, IJohn 2. 1, 2. It
teaches us also, that, if those who make an eminent
profession of religion, do any thing to sully the re¬
putation of their profession, more is expected from j
them than others, for the retrieving both of their
peace and of their credit. 2. He must begin the
days of his separation again; for all that were past
before his pollution, though comingever so near the
period of his time set, were lost, and not reckoned
to him, v. 12. This obliged them to be very care-"
fill not to defile themselves bv the dead, for that |
was the only thing that made them lose their time,
and it teaches us, that ifa righteous man turn await
from his righteousness,and defile himself with dead I

works, all his righteousness that he has dene shall
be lost to him, Lzek. 33. 13. 1c is a 1 lis., al in
vain, if he do not persevere, Gal. 3. 4. He must
begin again, and do his first works.

IV. The law ft r the so.emn discharge of a Naza¬
rite from his v> w, when he h..d c< nipleted the time
he fixed to himself; before the expiration of that
term he could not be discharged; before lie \owcd,
it was in hisown power,but it was too late ..fterthe
vow to make inquiry; the Jews say, that the tin e

| of a Nazante's vow could not be'less than thirty
j days; and if a man said, "Iwill be a Nazarite but
j for two days," yet he was bound for thirty; but it
should seem Paul's vow was fir only seven days,

I Acts 21. 27. Or rather, then he observ ed the ce¬
remony of finishing that vow of Nazal iteship, from
which, being at a distance from the temple, he had
discharged himself some years before at Cenchrea,
only by the ceremony of cutting his hair, Acts 18.
18.

When the time of the vowed separation was out,
he was to be made free, 1. Publicly, at the door oj
the tabernacle, {v. 13.) that all might take liotict
of the finishing of his vow, and none might be offen
ded, if they saw him now drink wine, who had so
lately refused. 2. It was to be done with sacri¬
fices, v. 14. Lest heshould think that by this emi¬
nent piece of devotion he had made God a Debtor
to him, he is appointed, even when he had finished
his vow, to bring an offering to Grd; for when we
have done our utmost in duty to God, still we must
own ourselves behind-hand with him. He must
bring one of each sort of the instituted offerings.
(1.) A burnt-offering, as an acknowledgment of
God's sovereign dominion over him and all he had.
st 11, notwithstanding his discharge from this par
ticular vow. (2.) A sin-offering. This, though
mentioned second, (y. 14.) jet seems to ha.e been
offered first, (v. 16.) for atonement must be made
for our sins, before any of cur sacrifices can be ac¬
cepted. And it is very observable, that ev cn the
Nazarite, that in the eye of men was purer than
mow, and whiter than milk, yet durst not appear
before the holy God without a sin-offering. Though
he had fulfilled the vow rf his separation withe ut
any pollution, yet he must bring a sacrifice for sin;
for there is guilt insensibly contracted by the best
of men, even in their best works; some good emit¬
ted, and seme ill admitted, which, if we were dealt
with in strict justice, would be cur ruin; and in con¬
sequence of which it is necessary for us to receive
the atonement, and plead it as our righteousness be¬
fore God. (3.) A peace-offering, in thankfulness
to God, who had enabled him to fulfil his vow, and
in supplication to God for grace to preserve him
from ever doingany thing unbecoming one that had
been once a Nazarite; remembering, that, though
he was now freed from the bonds of his vow, he
still remained under the bonds of the divine law.
(4.) To those were added the meat-offerings, and
drink-offerings, according to the manner, (t. 15,
17.) for these always accompanied the burnt-offer¬
ings and peace-offerings: and, beside those, a basket
of unleavened cakes and wafers. (5.) Part of the
peace-offering, with a cake and wafer, was to he
waved for a wave-offering: (v. 19, 20.) and this
was a gratuity to the priest, who had it for his pains,
after it had been first presented to God. (6.) Be¬
side all this, he might bring his free-will offerings,
such as his hand shall get, v. 21. More than this
he might bring, but not less. And to grace the so-
lemnitv, it was common upon this occasion to have
their friends to be at charges with them, Acts 21,

I 24. Lastly, One ceremony more was appointed,
which was like the cancelling of the bond when the
condition is performed,and that was the cutting off

I his hair; which had been suffered to grow all tin
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time of his beinga Kaz .rite, and burning it in the
five over which the peace-offerings were boiling, v.
18. This intimated that his full performance of his
vow was acceptable to God in Christ the great Sa¬
crifice, and not otherwise. Learn hence to vow and
pay to the Lord our God, for he has no pleasure in
fools.

22. And the Lord spake unto Moses,
saying, 23. Speak unto Aaron, and unto
his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless
the children of Israel, saying unto them, |
24. The Loud bless thee, and keep thee ;\
25. The Lord make his face shine upon
thee, and be gracious unto thee ; 26. The
Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, j
and give thee peace. 27. And they shall [
put my name upon the children of Israel,
and Iwill bless them.

Hero,
1. The priests, among other good offices which

they were to do, are appointed solemnly to bless
the people in the name of the Lord, v. 23. It was
part of their work, Deut. 21. 5. Hereby God put
an honour upon the priests, for the less is blessed
of the better; and hereby he gave great comfort
and satisfaction to the people, who looked upon the
priest as God's mouth to them. Though the priest
of himself could do no more than beg a blessing, yet
being an intercessor by office, and doing that in His
name who commands the blessing, the prayer car¬
ried with it a promise, and he pronounced it as one
having authority, with his hands lifted up, and his
face toward the people. Now, (1.) This was a
type of Christ's errand into the world, which was
to bless us, (Acts 3. 26.) as the High Priest of our
profession. The last tiling he did on earth was,
with up-lifted hand, to bless his disciples, Luke 24.
50. 51. The learned Bishop Pierson observes it as
a tradition of the Jews, that the priests blessed the
people only at the close of the morning-sacrifice,
not of the evening-sacrifice, to show (says he) that in
the last days, the daysof the Messiah, which are ( s
it were) the evening of the world, the benediction of
the law should cease, and the blessing of Christ
should take place. (2.) It was a pattern to gospel-
ministers, the masters of assemblies, who are in
like manner to dismiss their solemn assemblies with
a blessing. The same that are God's mouth to h;s
people, to teach and command them, are his mouth
likewise to bless them; and thev that receive the
law shall receii c the blessing. The Hebrew doc¬
tors warn the people that they say not, "What
availeth the blessing of this poor simple priest?"
"For," say they, "the receiving of the blessing
depends, not on the priest, but en the holv blessed
God."

2. A form of blessing is here prescribed them in
their other devotions; but this being God's com¬
mand concerning benediction, that it might not look
like any thing of their own, he puts the very words
in their mouths, v. 24- -26. Where observe, (1.)
That the blessing iscommanded upon each particu¬
lar person, The Lord bless thee. They must each
of them prepare themsel' es to receive the blessing,
and then thev should find enough in it to make
them every man happy; Blessed shalt thou be,
Deut. 28. 3. If we t ike the law to ourselves, we
may take the blessing to ourselves, as if our names
were inserted. (2.) That the name Jehovah is
three times repeated in it, and (as the critics ob¬
serve) each with a different accent, in the original:
the Jews themselves think there is some mystery,
and we know what it is, the New Testament liav-

j ing explained it, which directs us to expect the
blessing from the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of the Father, and the communion of the
Iloly Ghost, each of which persons is Jehovah, and
yet they are "not three Lords, but one Lord," 2
Lor. 13. 14. (3.) That the favour of God is all in
this blessing, for that is the fountain of all good.
[1.] The Lordbless thee! Our blessing God is cnlv
our speaking well of him, his blessing us is doing
well for us; those whom he blesses are blessed in¬
deed. [2.] The Lord make his face shine upon
thee! Alluding to the shining of the sun upon the
earth, to enlighten and comfort it, and to renew
the face of it. "TiieLoul love thee, and make
thee to know that he loves thee." We cannot but
be happy if we have God's love; and we cannot but
be easy, if we know that we have it. [3.] The
Lord lift up his countenance upon thee! This is to
the same purport with the former, and it seems to
allude to the smiles of a father upon his child, or
of a man upon his friend, whom he takes pleasure
in. If God give us the assurances of his special fa¬
vour and his acceptance of us, that will put glad¬
ness into the heart, Ps. 4. 7, 8. (4.) That the fruits
of this favour, con. eyed by this blessing, are, pro¬
tection, pardon, and peace. [1.] Protection from
e i1, v. 24. The Lo-d keep thee, for it is be that
keeps Israel, and neither slumbers nor sleeps, Ps.
121. 4. And all believ ers are kept by the power of
God. [2.] Pardon of sin, v. 25. The Lord be
gracious, or merciful, unto thee. [3.] Peace, (v.
26.) including all that good which goes to make up
a complete happiness.

3. God here promises to ratify and confirm the
blessing, (t>. 27.) They shallput my name upon the
children of Israel. God giv es them leave to make
use of his name in blessing the people, and to bless
them as his people, called by his name. This in¬
cluded all the blessings they could prcnounce upon
them, to mark them for God's peculiar, the people
of his choice and lov e. God's name upon them was
their honour, their comfort, their safety, their plea;
We are called by thy name, leave us not. It is
added, andIwill bless them. Note, A div ine bless¬
ing goes :long with divine institutions, and puts vir¬
tue and efficacy into them. What Christ says of
the peace, is true of the blessing; when God's mi¬
nisters pronounce the blessing, "Peace he to this
congregation," if the sens of peace and heirs of
blessing be there, the peace, the blessing, shall
rest upon them, Luke 10. 5, 6. For inevery place
where God records his name, he will meet his fieo-
file and bless them.

CHAP. VII.
God having set up house (as it were) in the midst of the

camp of Israel, the princes of Israelhere come a visiting
with their presents, as tenants to their Landlord, in the
name of their respective tribes. They brought presents,
I. Upon the dedication of the tabernacle, for the service
of lhat, v. 1..9. II. Upon the dedication of the altar,
for the use of that, v. 10. .89. And, III. God gracious-
lv signified his acceptance of what was done, v. 89. The
two foregoing chapters were the records of additional
laws which God gave to Israel, this is the history of the
additional services which Israel performed to God.

1. 4 ND it came to pass on the clay that
a a Moses had fully set up the taberna¬

cle, and had anointed it, and sanctified it,
and all the instruments thereof, both the al¬
tar and all the vessels thereof, and had
anointed them, and sanctified tlicm, 2.
That (he princes of Israel, heads of the
house of their fathers, who Vcre the princes
of the tribes, and were over them that were
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numbered, offered : 3. And they brought
their offering before the Lord, six covered
waggons, and twelve oxen ; a waggon for
two of the princes,and for each one an ox:
and they brought them before the taberna¬
cle. 4. And the Lord spake unto Moses,
saying, 5. Take it of them, that they may
be to (lo the service of the tabernacle of the
congregation ; and thou shalt give them
unto the Levites, to every man according
to his service. C. And Moses took the
waggons and the oxen, and gave them un¬
to the Levites. 7. Two waggons and four
oxen he gave unto the sons of Gershon, ac¬
cording to their service: 8. And four wag¬
gons and eight oxen he gave unto the sons
of Merari, according unto their service, un¬
der the hand of Ithamar, the son of Aaron
the priest. 9. But unto the sons ofKolmth
he gave none ; because the service of the
sanctuary belonging unto them was, that
they should bear upon their shoulders.

Here is the offering of the princes to the service
t f the tabernacle. Observe,

t. When it was; not till it was fully set up, v. 1.
When all things were done, both about the taber¬
nacle itself, and the camp of Israelwhich surround¬
ed it, according to the directions given, then they
began their presents; probably, about the eighth
da)' of the second month. Note, Necessary ob¬
servances must always take place of freewill-offer¬
ings: first those, and then these.

2. Who they were that offered; The princes of
Israel, heads of the house of their fathers, v. 2.
Note, Those that are above others in power and
dignity, ought to go before others, and endeavour
to go beyond them, in every thing that is good.
The more any are advanced, the more is expected
from them, for the greater opportunity they have
of serving God and their generation. What are
wealth and authority good for, but as they enable a
man to do so much the more good in the world?

3. What they offered; six waggons, with each
of them a yoke of oxen to draw them, v. 3. Doubt¬
less, these waggons were agreeable to the rest of
the furniture of the tabernacle and its appurte¬
nances, the best of the kind, like the carriages
which great princes use, when they go in proces¬
sion. Some think that God, by Moses, intimated
to them what they should bring; or their own con¬
sideration perhaps suggested to them to make this
present. Though God's wisdem had ordained all
the essentials of the tabernacle, yet it seems these
accidental conveniences were left to be proi ideal by
their own discretion, which was to set in order that
which was wanting, (Tit. 1. 5.) and these waggons
were not refused, though no pattern of theni was
shown to Moses in the mount. Note, It must not
be expected that the divine institutionof ordinances
should descend to all those circumstances which
are determinable, and are fit to be left alterable,
bv human prudence, that wisdom which is profita¬
ble to direct. Observe, No sooner is the taberna¬
cle fully set up, than this provision is made for the
removal of it. Note, Even when we are but just
settled in the world, and think we are beginning to
take root, we must be preparing for changes and
renin- es, especially for the great change. When
-.ve are here in this world, every thing must be
:ccomnvodated to a militant and moveable state.

I While the tabernacle was framing, the princes
were very generous in their offerings, for then they
broughtprecious stories, and stones to be set, (Exod.
35. 27.) yet now they bring more presents. Note,
Those that have done got d should study to abcund
therein yet more and more, ant! not be tveary oj
well-doing.

4. How their offering was disposed of, and what
use was made of it; the waggons and oxen were

J given to the Lev ites, to be used in earning the ta¬
bernacle; both for their ease, (for Gcd would not
haveanyof his servants over-burthenedwith work,)
and for the more safe and r ght conveyance of the
sev oral parts of the tabernacle, which would be best
kept together, and sheltered from the weather, in
waggons. (1.) The Gershcnites, that had the light
carnage, the curtains and hangings, had but tv.o
waggons, and two yoke of oxen; (r. 7.) when they
had loaded those, they must c. rry the rest, if any
remained upon their shoulders. (2.) The Mera-
rites, that had the heavy carriage, and that which
was most unwieldy, the boards, pillars, sockets,
8cc. had four waggons, and four yoke of oxen al¬
lotted them; (v. 8.) and yet, if they had not more
waggons of their own, they would be obliged to car¬
ry a great deal upon their backs too, fcr the silver
sockets alone weighed a hundred talents, which
was above four ton, and that was enough to load
four waggons that were drawn but by one yoke of
oxen apiece. But each socket being a talent weight,
which is about a man's burthen, (as appears, 2
Kings 5. 23.) probably they carried those on their
barks, and put the boards and pillars into the wag¬
gons. Observe here, how God wisely and gra¬
ciously ordered the most strength to those that had
the most work. Each had waggons according to

] their service. Whatever burthen God in his prcvi-
| deuce lays upon us, he will, by his sufficient grace,
proportion the strength to it,1tor. 10. 13. (3.) The
Koliathites, that had the most sacred carriage, had
no waggons at all, because they were to carry theii
charge upon their shoulders, (v. 9.) with a particu¬
lar care and veneration. When in David's time
they carried the ark in a cart, Gcd made them to
know, to their terror,bv the death of Uzzn, that they
did not see/t him in the hueorder, fee lClircn. 15.13.

10. And the princesoffered for dedicating
of the altar, in the day that it w as anointed,
even the princes offered their offering he-
fore the altar. 1 1. And the Lordsaid unto
Moses, They shall offer their offering, each
prince on his day, for the dedicating of the
altar. 12. And he that offered his offering

l the first day was Nahshon, the son of Am-
minadab,of the tribe of Judah : 13. And his

I offering was one silver charger, the weight
thereof was a hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the
shekel of the sanctuary ; both of them were
lull of fine flour mingled with oil, for a
meat-offering: 14. One spoon of ten she-

\ Iris of gold, full of incense : 1 5. One young
bullock,one rani, one lamb of the first year,
for a burnt-offering: 16. One kid of the

i goats for a sin-offering : 17. And for a sa-
j erifice of peace-offerings, two oxen, five
rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the first
year. This was the offering of Nahshon,

' the son of Amminadab. 18. On the second
I day Nethaneel, the son of Zuar, prince



NUMBERS, Vll. 486

of Issachar, did offer : 19. He offered for
his olfering one silver charger, the weight
whereof was a hundred and thirty shriek,
one silver howl of seventy shekels, after the
shekel of the sanctuary ; both of them full
of line Hour mingled with oil, for a meat-of¬
fering : 20. One spoon of gold of ten she¬
kels, full of incense: 21. One young bul¬
lock, one rani, one lamb of the first year,
for a burnt-offering : 22. Onekidof the goats
for a sin-offering : 23. And for a sacri¬
fice of peace-offerings, two oxen, live rams,
live he-goats, five lambs of the first year.
This was the offering of Nethaneel, the son
of Zuar. 24. On the third day Eliab, the
son of Helon, prince of the children of
Zebulun, did offer: 25. His offering was
one silver charger, the weight whereof was
a hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl
of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the
sanctuary ; both of them full of fine flour
mingled with oil, for a meat-offering : 2G.
One golden spoon of ten shekels, full of in¬
cense : 27. One young bullock, one ram,
one lamb of the first year, for a burnt-offer¬
ing: 28. One kid of the goats for a sin-of¬
fering : 29. And for a sacrifice of peace-
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats,
five lambs of the first year. This teas the
offering of Eliab, the son of Helon. 30.
On the fourth day Elizur, the son of She-
deur, prince of the children of Reuben, did
offer: 31. His offering teas one silver char¬
ger of a hundred and thirty shekels, one. sil¬
ver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel
of the sanctuary ; both of them full of fine
flour mingled with oil, for a meat-offering:
32. One golden spoon of ten shekels, full of
incense : 33. One young bullock, one ram,
one lamb of the first year, for a burnt-offer¬
ing : 34. One kid of the goats for a sin-of¬
fering: 35. And for a sacrifice of peace-
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats,
five lambs of the first year. This was the
offering of Elizur, the son of Shedeur. 3G.
On the fifth day Shelumiel the son of Zuri-
shaddai, prince of the children of Simeon,
did offer: 37. His offering teas one silver
charger, the weight whereof was a hundred
and thirty shekels,one silver bow lof seventy
shekels, after the snekel of the sanctuary;
both of them full of fine flour mingled with
oil, for a meat-offering : 38. One golden
spoon of ten shekels, full of incense : 39.
One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of
the first year, for a burnt-offering: 40. One
kid of the goats for a sin-offering: 41. And
for a sacrifice of peace-offerings, two oxen,
five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the
Prst year. This teas the offering of Shelu¬

miel, the son of Zurishaddai. 42. On the
sixth day Eliasaph, the son of Deuel,prince
of the children of Gad, offered: 43. His
offering was one silver charger,of the weight

i of a hundred and thirty shekels, a silver bowl
. of seventy shekels, alter the shekel of the
sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour
mingled with oil, for a meat-offering : 44.
One golden spoon of ten shekels, full of in-

; cense : 45. One young bullock, one ram,
one lamb of the first year, for a burnt-offer-

; ing: 46. One kid of the goats for a sin-of-, fering : 47. And for a sacrifice of pcace-of-
ferings, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats,
five lambs of the first year. This was the
offering of Eliasaph, the son of Deuel. 48.
On the seventh day Elishama, the son
of Ammihud, prince of the children of
Ephraim, offered : 49. His offering was

' one silver charger, the weight whereof was
a hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl
of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the
sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour

i mingled with oil, for a meat-offering : 50.
One golden spoon of ten shekels, full of in¬
cense : 51. One young bullock, one ram,
one lamb of the first year, for a burnt-offer

I ing: 52. One kid of the goats for a sin-of¬
fering: 53. And for a sacrifice of peace-
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats,
five lambs of the first year. This was the
offering of Elishama, the son of Ammihud.
54. On the eighth day offered Gamaliel, the
son of Pedahzur, prince of the children of
Manasseh : 55. His offering was one sil¬
ver charger of the weight of a hundred and
thirty shekels, one silver bow I of seventy
shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary,
both of them full of fine flour mingled with
oil, for a meat-offering: 56. One golden
spoon of ten shekels, full of incense : 57.
One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of
the first year, for a burnt-offering: 50. One
kid of the goats for a sin-offering : 59. And
for a sacrifice of peace-offerings, two oxen,

I five rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the
, first year. This was the offering of Gama¬
liel, the son of Pedahzur. 60. On the ninth
day Abidan, the son of Gideoni, prince of
the children of Benjamin, offered : 61. His
offering was one silver charger, the weight
whereof was a hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the
shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full
of fine Hour mingled with oil, for a meat-of¬
fering: G2. One golden spoon of ten she¬
kels, full of incense : 63. One young bul¬
lock, one ram, one lamb of the first year,
for a burnt-offering : G4. One kid of the
goats for a sin-offering : 65. And for a sa-
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crifice of peace-offerings, two oxen, five
ranis, five he-goats, five lambs of the first
vear. This was the offering of Abidan, the
son of Gideoni. GG. On the tenth day
Ahiezer, the son of Amniishaddai, prince of
the children of Dan, offered: G7. His of¬
fering was one silver charger, the weight
w hereof was a hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the
shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full
of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat-of¬
fering: GO. One golden spoon of ten she¬
kels, full of incense : 69. One young bul¬
lock, one ram, one lamb of the first year,
for a burnt-offering: 70. One kid of the
goats for a sin-offering : 71. And for a sa¬
crifice of peace-olferings, two oxen, five
rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the first
year. This was the offering of Ahiezer, the
son of Amniishaddai. 72. On the eleventh
day Pagiel, the son of Ocran, prince of the
children of Asher, offered : 73. His offer¬
ing was one silver charger, the weight
whereof was a hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the
shekel of the sanctuary ; both of them full
of fine Hour mingled with oil, for a meat¬
offering : 74. One golden spoon of ten she¬
kels, full of incense : 75. One young bul¬
lock, one ram, one lamb of the first year,
for a burnt-offering : 76. One kid of the
goats for a sin-offering : 77. And for a sa¬
crifice of peace-offerings, two oxen, five
rams, five he-goats, five lambs of the first
year. This was the offering of Pagiel, the
son of Ocran. 78. On the twelfth day Ahira,
the son of Euan, prince of the children of
Naphtali, offered : 79. His offering was one
silver charger, the weight whereof was a
hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl
of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the
sanctuary ; both of them full of fine flour
mingled with oil, for a meat-offering : 80.
One golden spoon of ten shekels, full of in¬
cense : 81. One young bullock, one ram,
one lamb of the first year, for a burnt-offer¬
ing : 82. One kid of the gcats for a sin-
offering: 83. And for a sacrifice of peace-
offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he-goats,
five lambs of the first year. This iras the
offering of Ahira, the son of Euan. 84.
This was the dedication of the altar, in the
dav when it was anointed, by the princes
of Israel : twelve chargers of silver, twelve
siiver bowls, twelve spoons of gold : 85.
Each charger of silver writhing a hundred
and thirty shekels, each bowi seventy : all
the silver vessels weighed two thousand and
four hundred shekels, after the shekel of the
sanctuary: 86. The golden spoons were

twelve, full of incense, weighing ten shekels
apiece, after the shekel of the sanctuary :
all the gold of the spoons was a hundred and
twenty shekels. 87. All the oxen for the
burnt-offering were twelve bullocks, the
rams twelve, the lambs of the first year
twelve, with their meat-offering : and the
kids of the goats for a sin-offering, twelve.
88. And all the oxen for the sacrifice of the
peace-offerings were twenty and four bul¬
locks, the rams sixty, the he-goats sixty, the
lambs of the first year sixty. This was the
dedication of the altar, after that it was
anointed. 89. And when Moses was gone
into the tabernacle of the congregation to
speak with him, then he heard the voice of
one speaking unto him from off the mercy-
seat that was upon the ark of testimony,
from between the two cherubims : and he
spake unto him.

We have here an account of the great solemnity
of dedicating the altars, both that < f bn< nt-rfferings,
and that of incense: they had been sanctified before,
when they were anointed, (Lev. 8. 10, 11.) but now
they were handselled, as it were, by the princes,
with theirfreewill-offerings. They began the use of
them with rich presents, great expressions of joy
and gladness, and extraordinary respect to those
tokens of God's presence with them. Now observe
here,

I. That the princes and great men were first and
forwardest in the service of Clod. Those that are
entitled to precedency should go before in good
works, and that is true honour. Here is an ex m-
plc to the nobility and gentry, those that are in au¬
thority, and of the first rank in their country; they
( ught to improve their honour and power, their es¬
tate and interest, for the promoting of religion, and
the service of God, in the places where they Ice.
It is justly expected, that they who ha\ e more than
others should do more good than others with what
they have, else they are unf athful stewards, and
will not make up their account with joy. Nay,
great men must not only with their we lth and
power assist and protect those that serve God, but
they must make cons deuce of being devout and re¬
ligious themselves, and employing themselves in
the exercises of piety, which will greatly redound
to the honour of God, (Ps. 138. 4, 5.) and have a
good influence upon others, who will be the more
easily persuaded to the acts of devotion, when they
see them thus brought into reputation. It is certain
that the greatest of men is less than the least rf the
ordinances of God; nor are the meanest services of
religion any disparagement to those that make the
greatest figure in the world.

II. The offerings they brought were very rich
and valuable; so rich, that some think there was not
so great a difference in estate between them and
others, as that they were able to bear the expense
of them themselves, but that the heads if eai h
tribe contributed to the offering which their prince
brought.

1. They brought some things to remain for stand¬
ing service; twelve large silver dishes, each about
sixty ounces weight; as many large silver cups, or
bowls, of about thirty-five ounces; the former to he
used for the meat-offerings, the latter for the drink-
offerings; the former for the flesh of the sacrifices,
the latter for the blood. The latter was God's ta¬
ble, (as it were,) and it was fit that so greÿt a King
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should be served in plate. The golden spoons, be¬
ing ii led with incense, were intended, it is proba- [
ble, tor the service of the golden altar, for both the j
altars were anointed at the same time. Note, In
works of piety and charity, we ought to be generous
according as our ability is. The Israelites indeed j
might we.l afford to part with their gold and silver
in abundance to the service of the sanctuary, for 'they needed it not to buy meat, and victual their j
camp, who were daily fed with bread from heaven; ;
iv r did they need it to buy bread, or pay their
armv, who were shortly to be put in possession of i

Canaan.
2. They brought some things to be used imme¬

diately, offerings of each sort, burnt-offerings, sin-
offerings, and a great many peace-offerings, (011 J
part of which they were to feast with their friends,) I
and the meat-offerings that were to be annexed to
them. Hereby they signified their thankful ac- |
ceptance of, and cheerful submission to, all those
laws concerning the sacrifices which God had late¬
ly by Moses delivered to them. And though it was j
a tilde of joy and rejoicing, yet it is observable that |
still in the midst of their sacrifices we find a bin-of¬
fering; since in our best services we are conscious
to ourselves that there is a mixture of sin, it is fit j
that there should be even in our most joyful services j
a mixture of repentance. In all our approaches to '
God, we must by faith have an eye to Christ as
the great Sin-offering, and make mention of him.

5. Thev brought their offerings each on a several J
day, in the order that they had been lately put into, !
so that, the solemnity lasted twelve days. So God j
appointed, (v. 11.) f'hey shall bring their offering, \
each prince on his day, and so they did. One sab- j
b ith must needs fall witlvn the twelve days, if not j
two, but it should seem they did not intermit on the j
sabbath, for it was holy work, proper enough for a
holy day. God appointed that it should thus be
done on several days; (1.) That the solemnity j
might be prolonged, and so might be universally j
taken notice of bv all Israel, and the remem- I
hrance of it more effectually preserved. (2.) That
an equal honour might thereby be put upon each
several tribe; in Aamil's b'east-plate each had his
precious stone, si in this offering each had his day.
(3.) Thus it would be dime more decently and in
order; God's work should not be done confusedly,
and in a hurry; take time, and we shall have done
the sooner, or, at least, we shall have donethe better.
(4.) God hereby signified how much pleased he is,
and how much pleased we should be, with the ex¬
ercises of piety and devotion. Tiie repetition of
them should be a continual pleasure to us, and we
must not be weary of well-doing. If extraord nary
services come to be done for twelve days together, ,
we must not shrink from it, nor call it a task and a
burthen. (5.) The priests and Levites, having
this occasion to offer the same sacrifices, and those
some of every sort, every day, for so many days to¬
gether, would have their hands well set in, and ,
would be well versed in the laws concerning them.
(6.) The peace-offerings were all to be eaten the
same day they were offered, and two oxen, five
rams, five he-goats, and five lambs,wereenough for
one day's festival; had there been more, especially
if all had been brought on a day, there might have
been danger of excess. The virtue of temperance
must not be left, under pretence of the religion of
feasting.

4. All their offerings were exactly the same,
without any variation, though it is probable that
neither the princes nor the tribes were all alike
rich;but thus it was intimated that all the tribes of
Israel had an equal share in the altar, and an equal
interest in the sacrifices that were offered upon it. !
Though one tribe was posted more honourably in Ii

the camp than another, yet they and their seiwices
were all alike acceptable to God. Nor must we
have the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ with re¬
spect to persons, Jam. 2. 1.

I 5. Nahshon, the prince of the tribe of Judah,
j offered first, because God had given that tribe'the
' first post of honour in the camp; and the rest of
1 the tribes acquiesced, and offered in the same order
1 in which God had appointed them to encamp.- Judah, of which tribe Christ came, first, and then
the rest; thus, in the dedication of souls to God,
c\ ery man is presented in his own order, Christ the
First-Fruits, 1 Cor. 15. 23. Some observe that
Nahshon is the only one that is not expressly called
a prince, [v. 12.) which the Jews give this account
of; he is not called a prince, that he might not be
puffed up because he offered first; and all the
others are called princes; because they (though
some of them of the elder house) submitted, and
offered after him. Or, because the title of Prince
of Judah did more properly belong to Christ, for
unto him shall the gathering of thepeople be.

6. Though the offerings were all the same, yet
the account of them is repeated at large for each
tribe, in the same words. We are sure there are
no vain repetitions in scripture; what then shall
we make of these repetitions ? Might it not have
served, to say of this noble jury, that the same
offering which their foreman brought, each on his
day brought likewise? No, God would have it
specified for each tribe: and why so? (1.) It was
for the encouragement of these princes, and of
their respective tribes, that, each of their offerings
being recorded at large, no slight might seem to be
put upon them; for rich and poor meet together
before God. (2.) It was for the encouragement of
all generous acts of piety and charity, bv'letting us
know that what is given is lent to the Lord, and he
carefully records it, with every one's name pre¬
fixed to his gift, because what is so given he will
pay again, and even a cup of cold water shall have
its reward. He is not unrighteous, to forget either
the cost or the labour of love, Heb. 6. 10. We
find Christ taking particular notice of what was
cast into the treasury, Mark, 12. 41. Though
what is offered be but little, while it is according to
our ability, though it be a contribution mixed with
the charity of others, yet it shall be recorded, that
it may be recompensed in the resurrection of the
just. _

7. The sum total is added at the foot of the ac
count, (y. 84..88. ) to show how much God was
pleased with the mention of his free-will offerings;
and what a great deal it amounted to in the whole,
when every prince brought in his quota! How
greatly would the sanctuary of God be enriched
and beautified, if all would in their places do their
part towards it, by exemplary purity and devotion,
extensive charity, and universal usefulness!

8. God signified his gracious acceptance of these
presents that were brought him, by speaking fa¬
miliarly to Moses, as a man speaks to his friend,
from off the mercy-seat; (v. 89. ch. 12. 8.) and in
speaking to him, he did in effect speak to all Israel,
showing them this token for good, Ps. 103. 7.
Note, By this we may know that God hears and
accepts our prayers, if he gives us grace to hear
and receive his word, for thus our communion with
him is maintained and kept up. Iknow net why
we may not suppose, that, upon each of the days
on which these offerings were brought, (probably,
while the priests and offerers were feast'ng upon
the peace-offerings,) Moses was in the tabernacle,
recch ing some of these laws and orders which we
have already met with in this and the foregoing
book. And here the excellent Bishop Patrick
observes, that God's speaking to Moses thus by ar.
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midib'e articulate voice, as if lie had been clothed
with a body, might he looked upon as an earnest of
the incarnation of the Son of God in the fulness of
time, when the Word should be made flesh, and
speak in the language of the sons of men. For
howiver God at sundry times and in divers man¬
ners sfiake unto the fathers, he has in these last days
s/ioken unto us by his Son. And that He who now
spake to Moses, as the Shechinah or Divine Ma¬
jesty, front between the cherubints, was the Etern.il
Word, the second Person in the Trinity, was the
pious conjecture of many of the ancients; for all
God's communion with man is by his Son, by whom
he made the world, and rules the church, and who
is the same yesterday, to-day, andfor ever.

CHAP. VIII.
This chapter is concerning the lamps or lights of the sanc¬

tuary. I. The burning lamps in the candlestick, which
the priests were charged to tend, v. 1.. 4. II. The
living lamps, (if Imay so call them,) the Leviles, who,
as ministers, were burning and shining lights. The
ordination of the priests wc had an account of, Lev. 8.
Here we have an account of the ordination of the Le-
vites, the inferior clergy. 1. How they were purified,
v. 5. .8. 2. How they were parted wilh by the people,
v. 9, 10. 3. How they were presented to (Jod in lieu of
the first-born, v. 11 ..18. 4. How they were consigned
to Aaron and his sons, to be ministers to them, v. 19.
5. How all these orders were daily executed, v. 20 . .22.
And, lastly,The age appointed for their ministration,
v. 23 ..26.

1. k ND the Lord spake unto Moses,
J\ saying, 2. Speak unto Aaron, and

say unto him,When thou lightest the lamps,
the seven lamps shall give light over against j!
the candlestick. 3. And Aaron did so; he
lighted the lamps thereof over against the :

candlestick, as the Lord commanded Mo¬
ses. 4. And this work of the candlestick j
teas of beaten gold, unto the shaft thereof, I
unto the flowers thereof, was beaten work :
according unto the pattern which the Lord
had showed Moses, so he made the can¬
dlestick.

Directions were given long before this for the
muking of the golden candlestick, (Exod. 25. 31.)
and it was made according to the pattern showed
to Moses in the mount, Exod. 37. 17. But now it
was that the lamps were first ordered to be lighted,
when other things began to be used. Observe, 1.
Who must light the lamps; Aaron himself, he
lighted the lam/is, v. 3. As the people's repre¬
sentative to God, he thus did the office of a servant
in God's house, lighting his Master's candle; as the
representative of God to the people, he thus gave
them the significations of God's will and favour,
thus expressed, (I's. 18. 28.) Thou wilt light my
candle; and thus Aaron himself was now lately
directed to bless the people, The I.ord make his
face to shine u/ion thee, ch. 6. 25. The command¬
ment is a lain/i, l'rov. 6. 23. The scripture is a
light shining in a dark /ilnce, 2 Pet. 1. 19. And a
dark place indeed even the church would be with¬
out it, as the tabernacle (which had no window in
it) without the lamps. Now the work of ministers j
is to light these lamps, by expoundingand applying
the word of God. The priest lighted the middle
lamp from the fire of the altar, and the rest of the
lamps he lighted one from another, which (says
Mr. Ainsivorth) signifies that the fount dn of all
light and knowledge is in Christ, who has the seven
s/.iriis of God figured by the seven lam/is offire,
(,Kev. 4. 5.) but that, in the expounding of scrip¬
ture, one passage must borrow light from another.

He also supposes that seven being a number ot
perfection, by the seven branches of the candle¬
stick is showed the full perfection of the scriptures,
which are able to make us wise to salvation. 2. To
what end the lamps were lighted; that they might
give light over against the candlestick, that is, to
that part of the tabernacle where the table stood,
with the show-bread upon it, over against the can¬
dlestick. They were not lighted like tapers in an
urn, to burn to themselves, but to give light to the
other side of the tabernacle, for therefore candles
are lighted, Matth. 5. 15. Note, The lights of the
world, the lights of the church, must shine as lights.
Therefore we have light, that we may give light.

5. And the Lord spake unto Moses, say¬
ing, G. Take the Levites from among the
children of Israel, and cleanse them. 7.
And thus shalt thou do unto them, to cleanse
them : Sprinkle water of purifying upon
them, and let them shave all their flesh, and
let them wash their clothes, and so make
themselves clean. 8. Then let them take
a young bullock with bis meat-offering, even
fine flour mingled with oil, and another
young bullock sbalt thou take for a sin-
oflering. 9. And thou sbalt bringthe Levites
before the tabernacle of the congregation :
and thou shalt gather the whole assembly
of the children of Israel together : 1 0. And
thou shalt bring the Levites before the
Lord: and the children of Israel shall put
their bands upon the Levites: 11. And
Aaron shall offer the Levites before the
Loud fur an offering of the children of Is¬
rael, that they may execute the service of
the Lord. 12. And the Levites shall lay
their hands upon the heads of the bullocks :
and thou shalt offer the one fur a sin-offer¬
ing, and the otherfor a burnt-offering, unto
the Lord, to make an atonement for the
Levites. 13. And thou shalt set the Le¬
vites before Aaron, and before his sons, and
offer them for an offering unto the Lord.
14. Thus shalt thou separate the Levites
from among the children of Israel : and the
Levites shall he mine. 15. And after that
shall the Levites go in to do the service of
the tabernacle of the congregation : and
thou shalt cleanse them, and offer themfor
an offering. 1G. For they arc wholly given
unto me from among the children ot Israel ;
instead of such as open every womb, ircn.

instead of the first-horn of all the children
of Israel, have 1 taken them unto me. 17.
For all the first-horn of the children of Is¬
rael arc mine, both man and beast: on the
dav that 1 smote every first-born in the land
of Egypt, 1 sanctified them for myself. 18.
\ nd 1 have taken the Levites for all the first¬

born of the children of Israel. 19. And I
have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron
and to his sons from among the children of
Israel, to do the service of the children of
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Israel in ihe tabernacle of the congregation,
and to make an atonement for the children
of Israel : that there he no plague among
the children of Israel, when the children of
Israel come nigh unto the sanctuary. 20.
And Moses, and Aaron, and all the congre¬
gation of t he children of Israel, did to the
Levites according unto all that the Loud
commanded Moses concerning the Levites,
so did the children of Israel unto them. 21.
And the Levites were purified, and they
washed their clothes ; and Aaron offered
them as an offering before the Lord ; and
Aaron made an atonement for them to
cleanse them. 22. And after that went the
Levites in to do their service in the taberna¬
cle of the congregation before Aaron, and
before his sons: as the Lord had com¬
manded Moses concerning the Levites, so
did they unto them. 23. And the Lord
spake unto Moses, saying, 24. This is it
that btlongeth unto the Levites : from twenty
and five years old and upward they shall go
in to wait upon the service of the tabernacle
of the congregation : 25. And from the age
of fifty years they shall cease waiting upon
the service thereof\ and shall serve no more :
26. But shall minister with their brethren in
the tabernacle of the congregation, to keep
the charge, and shall do no service. Thus
shalt thou do unto the Levites touching their
charge.

We read before of the separating of the Levites
from among the children of Israel when they were
numbered, and the numbering of them by them¬
selves, (r/i. 3. 6, IS.) that they might be employed
in the service of the tabernacle. Now here we
It ive directions given for their solemn ordination,
(v. 6.) and the performanceof it, v. 20. All Israel
must know that they took not this honour to them¬
selves, but were called of God to it; nor was it
enough that they were distinguished from their
neighbours, but they must be solemnly devoted to
God. Note, All that are employed for God must
be dedicated to him, according as the degree of the
employment is. Christians must be baptized, minis¬
ters must be ordained: we must first give ourselves
unto the Lord, and then our services. Observe in
what method this was done.

I. The Levites must be cleansed, and were so.
The rites and ceremonies of their cleansing were
to be performed, 1. By themselves. They must
wash their clothes, and not only btthe, but shave alt
their Jtesh, as the leper was to do when lie was
cleansed, Lev. 14. 8. They must cause a razor to
/lass over alt their flesh, to clear themselves from
that defilement which would not wash off. Jacob,
whom God loved, was a smooth man; it was Esau
tint was hairv. The great pains they were to take
with themselves, to make themselves clean, teaches
a'l Christians, and ministers particularly, by repen-
tince and mortification, to cleanse themselves from
all flithin-ss of flesh and s/iiri', that they may
tirrfect holiness. Thev must be clean that bear the
vessels of the Lor.!. 2. Bv 3roses. He must sflrin
tele the water of /!unifyin,if u/ion them, which was
jremred by divine direction. This signified the
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I application of the blood of Christ to our souls by
faith, to purify us from an evil conscience, that we
may be fit to serve the living God. It is our duty
to cleanse ourselves, and God's promise that he
will cleanse us.

II. The Levites, being thus prepared, must be
brought before the Lord in a solemn assembly of

i all Israel, and the children of Israelmust jiut their
! hands u/ion them; (v. 10.) so transferring their
1 interest in them and in their sen ice (to which, as a
I part, the whole body of the people was entitled) to

I God and to his sanctuary. They presented them
| to God as living- sacrifices, holy and acceptable, to
perform a reasonable service; and therefore, as the

I offerers in all other cases did, they laid their hands
\ upon them, desiring that their service might he
I accepted in lieu of the attendance of the whole
| congregation, particularly the first-born, which
thev acknowledge God might have insisted on.
This will not serve to prove a power in the people
to ordain ministers; for this imposition of hands by
the children of Israel upon the Levites did not
make them ministers of the sanctuary, but only
signified the people's parting with that tribe out of
their militia, and civil incorporations, in order to
their being made ministers by Aaron, who was to
offer them before the Lord. All the congregation
of the children of Israel could not lay hands on
them, but it is probable that the rulers and elders
did it, as the representative body of the people.
Some think that the first-born did it; because in
their stead the Levites were consecrated to God.
Whatev er God calls for from us to serve his own
glory by, we must cheerfully resign it; lay ou-
hands upon it, not to detain it, but tc. surrender it,
and let it go to Him that is entitled to it.

111. Sacrifices were to be offered for them; a
sin-offering first, (v. 12.) and then a burnt-offering,
to make an atonement for the levites, who, as the
parties concerned, were to lay their hands upon
the head of the s verifiers. See here, 1. That we
are all utterly unworthy, and unfit to be admitted
into, and employed in, the service of God, till atone¬
ment be made for sin, and thereby 'ur peace made
with God. That interposing cloud must be scat¬
tered, before there can be any comfortable com¬
munion settled between God and our souls. 2.
That it is by sacrifice, by Christ the great Sacrifice,
that we are reconciled to God, and made fit to be
offered to him. It is by him that Christians are
sanctified to the work of their Christianity, and
ministers to the work of their ministry. The
learned Bishop Patrick's notion of the sacrifice
offered by the Levites, is, that the Levites were
themselves considered as an expiatory sacrifice, for
thev were given to make atonement for the children
of Israel, {v. 19.) and yet not being devoted tc
de ith, anv more than the first-born were, these
two sacrifices were substituted in their stead, upor
which therefore they were to lay their hands, that
their sin, which the children of Israel laid upor
them, (v. 10.) might be transferred to these beasts.

The Levites themselves were offered before the
Lordfor an offering of the children of Israel, v. 11.
Aaron gave them up to God, as beingfirst given up
by themselves, and by the children of Israel. The
original word signifies"a wave-offering, not that they
were actually waved, but they were presented to
God, as the God of heaven and the Lord of the
whole earth, as the wave-offerings were. And, in
calling them wave-offerings, it was intimated to
them that they must continually lift up themselves
toward God in his service, lift vip their eyes, lift up
their hearts, and must move to and fro with readi¬
ness in the business of their profession. They were
not ordained to be idle,but to be active and stirring.

V. God here declares his acceptance of them,
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(i>. 14.) The Levites shall be mine. God took them
instead of the first-born, (is 16. . 18.) of which be¬
fore, eh. 3. 41. Note, What is in sincerity offered
to God shall be graciously owned and accepted by
him. And his ministers, who have obtained mercy
of him to be faithful, have particular marks of
favour and honour put upon them; they shall be
mine, and then, (v. 15.)they shall go in to do the ser¬
vice of the tabernacle. God takes them for his own,
that the)' mayserve him. All that expect to share
in the privileges of the tabernacle must resolve to
do the service of tire tabernacle. As, on the one
hand, none of God's creatures are his necessary ser¬
vants, (lie needs not the service of any of them,) so,
on the other hand, none are taken merely as hono¬
rary servants, to do nothing. All whom God owns
he employs, angels themselves have their services.

VI. They are then given as a gift to Aaron and
his sons, (v. 19.) yet so that as the benefit accrued
to the children of Israel. 1. The Levites must act
under the priests, as attendants on them, and as¬
sistants to them, in the service of the sanctuary.
Aaron offers them to God, {v. 11.) and then God
gives them back to Aaron, v. 19. Note, Whatever
we give up to God he will give back to us, unspeak¬
ably to our advantage. Our hearts, our children,
our estates, are never more our's, more truly, more
comfortably ours, than when we have offered them
up to God. 2. They must act for the people. They
were taken to do the sendee ofthe children of Israel,
that is, not only to do the service which they should
do, but to serve their interests, and do that which
would really redound to the honour, safety, and
prosperity, of the whole nation. Note, They that
faithfully perform the service of God do one of the
best services that can be done to the public; God's
ministers, while they keep within the sphere of
their office, and conscientiously discharge the duty
of it, must be looked upon as some of the most
useful servants of their country. The children of
Israel can as ill spare the tribe of Levi as any of
their tribes. But what is the service they do the
children of Israel? It follows, it is to make an
atonement for them, that there be noplague among
them. It was the priests' work to make atonement
by sacrifice, but the Levites made atonement by at¬
tendance, and preserved the peace with heaven,
which was made by sacrifice. If the service of the
priests in the tabernacle had been left to all the
first-born of Israel promiscuously, it would haie
been either neglected, or done unskilfully and ir¬
reverently, being done by those that were neither
so closely tied to it, nor so diligently trained up to
it, nor so constantly used to it, as the Levites were;
and this would bring a filague among the children
of Israel; meaning, perhaps, the death of the first¬
born themselves, which was the last and greatest
of the plagues of Egypt. To prevent this, and to

preserve the atonement, the Leviteswere appointed
to do this service, who should be bred up to it
under their parents from their infancy, and there¬
fore would be well-versed in it;and so the children
of Israel, that is, the first-born, should not need to
come nigh to the sanctuary; or, when any Israelites
had occasion, the Levites would be ready to instruct
them, and introduce them, and so prevent any fatal
miscarriage or mistake. Note, It is a very great
kindness to the church, that ministers are appointed
to go before them in the things of God, as guides,
overseers, and rulers, in religions worship, and to
make that their business. When Christ ascended
on high, he .gore these gifts, Eph. 4. 8, 11, 12.

VII. The time of their ministration is fixed. 1.
They were to enter upon the service at twenty-five
years old, r. 24. They were not charged with the
carrving of the tabenue'e, -uid the utensds of it,
•ill they were thirty years old, ch. 4. 3. But they

were entered to be otherwise serviceable at twenty-
five years old; a very good age for ministers to
begin their public work at. The work then required
that strength of body, and the work now requires
that maturity of judgment and steadiness of beha¬
viour, which men rarely arrive at til] about that
age: and novices are in danger of being lifted up
with pride. 2. They were to have a writ of ease
at fifty years old; then they were to return from the
warfare, as the phrase is, (v. 25.) not cashiered
with disgrace, but preferred rather to the rest
which their age required, to be loaded with the ho¬
nours of their office, as hitherto they had been with
the burthens of it. They shall minister with their
brethren in the tabernacle, to direct tire junior Le¬
vites, and set them in; and they shall keefi the
charge, as guards upon the avenues of the taber¬
nacle, to see that no stranger intruded, nor any
person in his uncleanness, but they shall not be put
upon any service which may be a fatigue to them.
If God's grace provide that men shall have ability
according to their work, man's prudence should
take c .re that men have work only according to
their ability. The aged are most fit for trusts, atld
to keep the charge, the younger are most fit for
work, and to do the service. Those that have usid
the office ofa servant well, purchase to themselves
a good degree, 1Tim. 3. 13. Yet indeed gifts are
not tied to ages, (Job 32. 9. ) but all these worketh
that one and the self-same H/iirit. Thus was the
affair of the Levites settled.

CIIAP. IX.
This chapter is, I. Concerning' the great ordinance of the

passover; I.Orders are given for the observance of it,
at the return of the year, v. 1 . .5. 2. Provisoes added
for the case of such as should be ceremonially unclean,
or otherwise disabled, at the time when the passover was
to be kept, v. 6 ..14. II. Concerning the great favour
of the pillar of cloud, which was a guide to Israel
through the wilderness, v. 15• • 23.

1. 4 XD the Loud spake unto Moses in
j\. the wilderness of Sinai, in the first

month of the second year after they were
come out of the land of Egypt, saying, 2.
Let the children of Israel also keep the pass
over at his appointed season. 3. In the four
tcenth day of this month, at even, ye shall
keep it in his appointed season ; according
to all the rites of it,and according to all the
ceremonies thereof, shall ye keep it. 4. And
iVloses spake unto the children of Israel,
that they should keep the passover. 5. And
they kept the passover on the fourteenth day
of the first month, at even, in the wilderness
of Sinai: according to all that the Loud
commanded Moses, so did the children of
Israel. G. And there were certain men who
were defiled by the dead body of a man,
that they could not keep the passover on
that day: and they came before Moses and
before Aaron on that day: 7. And those
men said unto him, W e arc defiled by the
dead body of a man : t\ herefore are we
kept back, that we may not offer an offer¬
ing of the Loud in his appointed season
among the children of Israel ? ty And .Moses

I said unto them, Stand still, and I will hear
what the Lord will command concerning
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you. 9. And the Loudspake unto Moses,
saying, 10. Speak unto the children of Is¬
rael, saying, If any man of you or of your
posterity shall be unclean by reason of a
dead body,or be in a journey afar off, yet he
shall keep the passover unto the Loud. II.
The fourteenth day of the second month at
even they shall keep it, and eat it with un¬
leavened bread and bitter herbs 12. They
shall leave none of it unto the morning, nor
break any bone of it: according to all the
ordinances of the passover they shall keep
it. 13. But the man that is clean, and is
not in a journey, and forbeareth to keep the
passover, even the same soul shall be cut
off from his people: because he brought not
the offering of the Loud in his appointed
season, that man shall bear his sin. 14. And
if a stranger shall sojourn among you, and
will keep the passover unto the Lord; ac¬
cording to the ordinance of the passover,
and according to the manner thereof, so
shall he do : ye shall have one ordinance,
both for the stranger, and for him that was
born in the land.

Here we have,
I. An order given for the solemnization of the

passover, the day twelvemonth after they came out
of Egypt, on the fourteenth day of the nrst month
of the second year, some day's before they were
numbered, for that was done in the beginningof the
second month. Observe, 1. God gave particular
orders for the keeping of this passover, otherwise
(it should seem) they had not kept it, for, in the
nrst institut on of this ordinance, it was appointed
to be kept when they should come into the land of
promise, Excel. 12. 25. And, for aught that ap¬
pears, after this, they kept no passover till they
came to Canaan, Josh. 5. 10. This was an early
indication of the abolishing of the ceremonial insti¬
tutions at last, that, so soon after they were first ap¬
pointed, some of them were suffered to lie asleep
for so many years. The ordinance of the Lord's
supper (which came in the room of the passover)
was not thus intermitted or set aside, in the first
days of the Christian church, though those were
days of greater difficulty and distress than Israel
knew in the wilderness; nay, in the times of perse¬
cution, the Lord's supper was celebrated more fre¬
quently than afterward. The Israelites in the wil¬
derness could not forget their deliverance out of
Egypt, their present state was a constant memo¬
randumof it to them; all the danger was when they
came to Canaan, there therefore they had need to
be reminded of the rock out of which they were
hewn. However, because the first passover was
celebrated ina hurry, and was rather the substance
itself than the sign, it was the will of God that at
the return of the year, when they were more com¬
posed, and better acquainted with the divine law,
they should observe it again, that their children
might more distinctly understand the solemnity, and
the better remember it hereafter. Calvin supposes
that they were obliged to keep it now, and notes it
as an instance of their carelessness, that they had
need to be reminded of an institution which they so
lately received. 2. Moses faithfully transmitted to
the people the orders given him, v. 4. Thus St.
Paul delivered to the churches what he received of

the Lord concerning the grspel-passover, 1 Cor.
11. 23. Note, Magistrates must be monitors, and
ministers must stir up men's minds by way of re¬
membrance to that which is goed. 3. The people
observed the orders given them, v. 5. Though
they had lately kept the feast of dedication, (ch. 7. )
yet they did not desire to excuse themselves with
that from keeping this feast. Note, Extraordinary
performances must not supersede or jostle cut our
stated services. They kept the passover even in the
wilderness: though our condition be solitary and un¬
settled, yet we must keep up our attendance on G( d
by holy ordinances as we have opportunity, for in
them we may find the best conversation, and the
best repose. Thus is God's Israel provided for ina
desert.

II. Instructionsgiven concerning those th t were
ceremonially unclean, when they were to eat the
passover. The law of the passover required every
Israelite to eat of it: some subsequent laws had for¬
bidden those that had contracted any ceremonial
pollution to eat of the holy things; these whose
minds and consciences are defiled by sin are utterly
unfit for communion with God, and conn t partake,
with any true comfort, of the gospei-passov er, till
they are cleansed by true repentance and faith: and
a sad dilemma they are in; if they come not to holy
ordinances, they are guilty of a contempt of them;
if they do come in their pollution, they are gudtv of
a profanation of them. They must therefore wash,
and then compass God's alt 'ur.

Now, 1. Here is the case that happened in Israel
when this passover was to be kept. Certain men
were defied by the dead body ofa man, (v. 6.) and
they lay under that defilement seven days, {ch.
19. 11.) and in that time might not eat of the Iv ly
things, Lev. 7. 20. This was not their iniqu'ty, but
their infelicity; some persons must touch dead bo-
d'es, to bury them out of sight, and therefore they
could, with the better grace, bring their complaint
to Moses.

2. The application made to Moses by the per¬
sons concerned, v. 7. Note, It is pe< p'e's wisch m,
in difficult cases concerning sin and duty, to cnsult
with their ministers whom God has set over them,
and to ask the law at their mouth, Mai. 2. 7. These
means we must use in pursuance of our prayers to
God to lead us in a plain path. Observe with what
trouble and concern these men complain that they
were kept back from offering to the L' rd. They
did not complain pf the law as unjust, but lamented
their unhappiness, that they fell under the restraint
of it at this time, and desired some expedient might
be found out for their relief. Note, It is a blessed
sight to see people hungering and thirsting after
God's ordinances, and to hear them ccnq laiirng of
that which prevents their enjoyment of them. It
should be a trouble to us, when by any occasion we
are kept back from bringing our offering in the so¬
lemnities of a sabbath or a sacrament, as it was to
David, when he was banished from the altar, I's.
42. 1,2.

3. The deliberation of Moses in resolving this
case: here seemed to be law against law;and though
it is a rule that the latter law must explain the for¬
mer, yet he pitied these Israelites, that were thus
debarred the privilege of the passover, and there¬
fore took time to consult the oracles, and to know
what was the mind of God inthis case ; (v. 8.) Iwil,
hear what the Lordwill command concerning• you.
Ministers must take example from thence in re¬
solving cases of conscience. (1.) They must not de¬
termine rashly, but take time to consider, that
every circumstance mav be duly weighed, the case
viewed in a true light, and spiritual things com¬
pared with spiritual. (2.) They nms; • sk counsel
of God's mouth, and not determine according to the
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bias of their own fancy or affection, but impartially,
according to the mind of God, to the best of then-
knowledge. We have no such oracle to consult as
Moses had, but we must have recourse to the law
and the testimony, and speak accordingto that rule;
and if, in difficult cases, we take time to spread the
matter in particular beforeGod by a humble believ¬
ing prayer, we have reason to hope that the Spirit
which is promised, to lead us into all truth, will
enable us to direct others in thegood and right way.

4. The directions which God gave in this case,
and in other similar cases, explanatory of the law
of the passover. This disagreeable accident pro¬
duced good laws. (1.) Those that happened to be
ceremonially unclean at the time when the pass-
over should be eaten, were allowed to eat it that day
month, when they were clean; so were those that
happened to hem ajourney afar off, v. 10, 11.
See here, [1.] That when we are to attend upon
God in solemn ordinances, it is very necessary both
that we be clean, and that we be composed. [2.]
That that may excuse the deferring of a duty for a
time, which yet will not justify usinthe total neglect
and omission of it. He that is at variance with his
brother may leave his gift before the altar, while he
goes to be reconciled to his brother; but, when he
has done his part towards it, whether it be effected
or no, he must come again, and offer hisgift, Matth.
5. 23, 24. This secondary passover was to be kept
on the same day of the month with the first, because
the ordinance was a memorial of their deliverance
on that day of the month. Once we find the whole
congregation keeping the passover, on this four¬
teenth day of the second month, in Hezekiah's
time, (2 Chron. 30. 15.) which perhaps might
help to account for the admission of some that were
not clean to the eating of it; had the general pass-
over been kept in the first month, the unclean might
have been put off till the second; but that being
kept in the second month, they h id no warr lit to
eat it in the third month; and therefore, rather than
not eat of it at all, they were admitted, though not
cleansed according to the purification of the sanctu¬
ary, v. 19, 20. (2.) When the passover was ob¬
served in the second month, all the rites and cere¬
monies of it must be strictly observed, v. 12. They
must not think, that, because the time was dispens¬
ed with, any part of the solemnity of it might be
abated; no, when we cannot do as we would, we
must do the utmost wo can, in the service of God.
(3.) This allowance ina case of necessity should by
no means countenance or indulge .any in their ne¬
glect to keep the passover at the time appointed,
when they were not under the necessity, re 13.
When a person is under no incapacity to eat the
passover in the appointed time, if he neglects it then,
upon the presumption of the liberty gr.uited by this
law, he puts an affront upon God, impiously abuses
his kindness, and he shall certainly bear his sin, and
be cut off from his fieo/ile. Note, As those who
against their minds are forced to absent themselves
from God's ordinances, may comfortably expect
the favours of God's grace under their affliction; so
those who of choice absent themselves, may justly
expect the tokens of God's wrath for their sin. lie
•lot deceived, God is not mocked. (4.) Here is a
clause added in favour of strangers, v. 14. Though
it was requisite that the stranger, who would join
w.th them in eating the passov er, should be circum¬
cised as a proselyte to their religion, (Exod. 12. 48,
49.) yet this kind admission of those that were not
native Israelites to eat the passover, was an intima¬
te n of the favour designed for the poor Gentiles by
Christ. As then there was one law, so in the days
of the Messiah there should be one gospel, for the
stranger, and for him that was born in the land;for,
in /••ery nation, he that fears God, and works

righteousness, is accepted of him, and this was a
truth before Peter perceived it, Acts 10. 34, 35.

15. And on the day that the tabernacle
was reared up, the cloud covered the taber¬
nacle. namely, the tent of the testimony :and
at even there was upon the tabernacle as it
were the appearance of fire, until the morn¬
ing. 16. So it was always : the cloud cover¬
ed it by day, and the appearance of fire by
night. 17. And when the cloud was taken
up from the tabernacle, then after that the
children of Israel journeyed : and in the
place where the cloud abode, there the chil¬
dren of Israel pitched their tents. 18. At
the commandment of the Lord the children
of Israel journeyed, and at the command¬
ment of the Lord they pitched : as long as
the cloud abode upon the tabernacle they
rested in their tents. 19. And when the
cloud tarried long upon the tabernacle many
days, then the children of Israel kept the
charge of the Lord, andjourneyed not. 20
And so it was, when the cloud was a few
days upon the tabernacle; according to the
commandment of the Lord they abode in
their tents, and according to the command-

, meiit of the Loud theyjourneyed. 21. And
i so it was, when the cloud abode from even
unto the morning, and that the cloud was
taken up in the morning, then they journey¬
ed ;whether it teas by day or by night that
the cloudwas taken up,they journeyed. 22.
Or whether il were two days or a month, oi

a year, that the cloud tarried upon thetaber
nacle, remaining thereon, the children of Is
racl abode in their tents, and journeyed not
but when it was taken up, they journeyed
23. At the commandment of the LoRDthey
rested in their tents, and at the command
ment of the Lord they journeyed : they
kept ihe charge of the Lord, at the com
mandment of the Lord by the hand of
Moses.

We have here the history of the cloud; not a na
tural history, who knows the balancings of tht
clouds.? but a divine history of a cloud that was ap
pointed to be the visible sign and symbol of God':

; presence with Israel.
I. When the tabernacle was finished, this cloud,

which before bad hung on high over their camp,
settled upon the tabernacle, and covered it, to show
that God manifests bis presence with his people in
and by bis ordinances; there be makes bimsell
known, and to them we must look, if we would set
the beauty of the Lord, Ps. 27. 4. Ezek. 37. 26,
27. Thus Lodglorified his own appointments, and
signified his acceptance of bis people's love and obe¬
dience.

II. That which appeared as a cloud by day, ap¬
peared as a fire all night: had it been a cloud only,
it bad not been visible by night; and had it been a
fire only, it would have been scarcely discernible
by day; hut God would give them sensible demon¬
strations of the constancy of his presence with them.
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and his care of them, and that he kept them night
and day, Isa. 27. 3. Ps. 121. 6. And thus we are
taught to set God alivays before us, and to see hini
near us both night and day. Something of the na¬
ture of that div ine revelation which the Old-Testa¬
ment church was governed by, might also be signi¬
fied by these visible signs of God's presence, the
cloud denoting the darkness, and the fire the ter¬
ror, of that dispensation, in comparison with the
more clear and comfortable discoveries Gtd has
made of his glory inthe face of Jesus Christ.

111. This pillar of cloud and fire directed and de¬
termined all the motions, marches, and encamp¬
ments, of Israel in the wilderness. I. As long as
the cloud rested upon the tabernacle, so long they
continued in the same place, and never stirred;
though, no doubt, they were very desirous to be
pressing forward in their journey toward Canaan,
where they longed to be, and huped to be quickly,
yet as long as the cloud rested, it it were a month,
or a year, so long they rested, v. 22. Note, He
that believeth doth not make haste. There is no
time lost, while we are waiting God's time. It is as
acceptable a piece of submission to the will of God
to sit still contentedly when our lot requires it, as to
work for him when we are called to it. 2. When
the cloud was taken up, they remov ed, however
comfortably soever they were encamped, v. 17.
Whether it moved by day or night, they delayed
not to attend its motions, (v. 21.) and, probably,
there were some appointed to stand sentinel day
and night within sight of it, to give timely notice to
the camp of its beginning to stir, and this is called
kee/iing the charge of the Lord. The people being
thus kept at a constant uncertainty, and having no
time fixed for stopping or remov ing, were obliged
to hold themselves in constant readiness to march
upon veiy short warning. And for the same reason
we are kept at uncertainty concerning the time of
our putting effthe earthly hcuse of this tabernacle,
that we may be always ready to remove at the com¬
mandment ofthe Lord. 3. As longand as far as the
cloud moved, so long and so far they inarched, and
iust there where it abode they pitched their tents
about it, and God's tent under it, v. 17. Note, It is
uncomfortable staying when God is departed, but
very safe and pleasant going when we see God go
before us, and resting where he appoints us to rest.
This is repeated again and again in these verses, be¬
cause it was a constant miracle, and often repeated,
and what never failed in all their travels, and be¬
cause it is a matter which we should take particular
notice of, as very significant and instructive. It is
mentioned long after by Dav id, (Ps. 105. 39.) and
by the people of God after their captivity, Neh. 9,
19. And the conduct of this cloud is spoken of as
signifying the guidance of the blessed Spirit; (Isa.
63. 14.) The S/iirit ofthe Lord caused him to rest,
andso didst thou lead thy people.

This teaches us, (1.) The particular care God
takes of his people. Nothing could be more ex¬
pressive and significant of God's tenderness of Is¬
rael, than the conduct of this cloud was; it led them
by the right way; (Ps. 107. 7.) went on their pace;
God did bv it, as it were, cover them with his
feathers. We are not now to expect such sensible
tokens of the divine presence and guidance as this
was, but the promise is sure to all God's spiritual
Israel, That he will guide them by his counsel, (Ps.
73. 24.) even unto death, Ps. 48. 14. That all the
children of God shall be led by the Spirit of God,
Rom. 8. i4. That he will direct their paths who in
all their ways acknowledgehim, Prov. 3. 6. There
is a particular providence conversant about all their
affairs, to direct and over-rule them for the best.
The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord,
Ps. 37. 23. (2.) The particular regard we ought

to have to God in all our ways. In our affections
and actions we must follow the direction of his word
and Spirit; all the motions of our souls must be
guided by the divine will; at the commandment of
the Lord, our hearts should always move and rest;
in all our affairs, we must follow Providence, recon¬
ciling ourselves to all its disposals, and bringing our
mind to our condition, whatever it is. The people
of Israel, having the cloud for their guide, were
eased of the trouble of holding councils of war, to
consider when and whither they should march,
which might have occasioned strifes and debates
among them: nor needed they to send spies before
to inform them of the posture of the country, or pi¬
oneers to clear the way, or officers to mark out their
camp; the pillar of cloud did all this for them: and
those that by faith commit their works to the Lord,
though they are bound to the prudent use of means,
yet may in like manner be easy in the expectations
of the event; "Lather, thy will be done; dispose if
me and mine as thou pleasest; here Iam, desirous
to be found waiting on my Godcontinually, to jour¬
ney and rest at the commandment of the Lord.
What thou wilt, and where thou wilt, only let me
be thine, and always in the way of my duty."

CHAP. X.
In this chapter we have, I. Orders given about the making

and using of silver trumpets, which seems to have been
the last of all the commandments God gave upon mount
Sinai, and one of the least, yet not without its signifi-
cancy, v. 1..10. II. The history of the removal of Is¬
rael's camp from mount Sinai,and their ordcrlv march in¬
to the wilderness of Paran, v. 11..28. III.Moses's trea¬
ty with Ilobab,hisbrother-in-law,v. 29 ..32. IV.Moses's
prayer at the removing and restingof the ark, v. 33 ..36.

1. 4 ND the Lord spake unto Moses,
.\ saying, 2. Make thee two trumpets

of silver : of a whole piece shalt thou make
them, that thou mayest use them for the
callingof the assembly, and for the journey¬
ing of the camps. 3. And when they shall
blow with them, all the assembly shall as¬
semble themselves to thee at the door of the
tabernacle of the congregation. 4. And if
they blow but with one trumpet, then the
princes,which are heads of the thousands of
Israel, shall gather themselves unto thee.
5. When ye blow an alarm, then the camps
that lie on the east parts shall go forward.
6. When ye blow an alarm the second
time, then the camps that lie on the south
side shall take their journey : they shall
blow an alarm for their journeys. 7. But
when the congregation is to be gathered to¬
gether, ye shall blow, but ye shall not
sound an alarm. 8. And the sons of Aaron,
the priests, shall blow with the trumpets;
and they shall be to you for an ordinance
for ever throughout your generations. 9.
And if ye go to war in your land against the
enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall
blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye
shall he remembered before die Lord
your God, and ye shall be saved from your
enemies. 10. Also in the day of your glad¬
ness, and in your solemn days, and in the
beginnings of your months, ye shall blow
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with the trumpets over your burnt-offerings,
and over the sacrifices of your peace-offer¬
ings ; that they may be to you for a me¬
morial before your God: 1 am the Loan
your God.

We have here directions concerning the public
notices that were to be given to the people upon se¬
veral occasions by sound of trumpet. Ina thing of
this nature, one would think, Moses needed not to
have been taught of God, his own reason might
teach him the conveniency of trumpets; but their
constitution was to be in every thing divine, and
therefore, even in this matter, small as it seems,
Moses is here directed,

1. About the making of them. They must be
made of silver; not cast, but of beaten work, (as
some read it,) the matter and shape, no doubt, very
fit for the purpose. He was now ordered to make
but two, because there were but two priests to use
them. But in Solomon's time, we read of a hun¬
dredand twenty /iriests sounding with trumpets, 2
Chron. 5. 12. The form of these trumpets is sup¬
posed to be much like ours at this day.

2. Who were to make use of them; not any infe¬
rior person, but the priests themselves, the sons of
Aaron, v. 8. As great as they were, they must not
think it a disparagement to them to be trumpeters
in the house of God; the meanest office there was
honourable. This signified that the Lord's minis¬
ters should lift up their voice like a trumpet, to
show people their sins, (Isa. 58. 1.) to call them to
Christ, Isa. 27. 13.

3. Upon what occasion the trumpets were to be
sounded. (1.) For the calling of assemblies, v. 2.
Thus they are bid to blow the trumpet in Zion, for
the calling of a solemn assembly together, to sanc¬
tify a fast, Joel 2. 15. Public notice ought to be
given of the time and place of religious assemblies;
for the invitation to the benefit of ordinances is
general, whoever will, let him come. Wisdom cries
in the chief places of concourse. But, that the
trumpet might not give an uncertain sound, they
are directed, if only the princes and elders were to
meet, to blow but one of the trumpets; less should
serve to call them together, who ought to be exam¬
ples of forwardness in anything that is good:but, if
the body of the people were to be called together,
both the trumpets must be sounded, that they might
be heard at the greater distance. Inallusion to this,
they are said to be blessed that hear the joyful
sound, (I's. 89. 15.) that is, that are invited and
called upon to wait upon God in public ordinances,
Ps. 122. 1. And the general assembly at that great
day will he summoned by the sound of the archan¬
gel's trumpet', Matth. 24. 31. (2.) For the jour¬
neying of the camps; to give notice when each
squadron must move, for no man's voice could reach
to give the word of command: soldiers with us, that
are well disciplined, may be exercised by beat of
drum. When the trumpets were blown for this
purpose,they must soundan alarm, (v. 5.)abroken,
quavering, interrupted sound, which was proper to
excite and encourage the minds of people in their
marches against their enemies; whereas a continu¬
ed equal sound was more proper for the calling of
the assembly together; (v. 7.) yet, when the people
were called together to deprecate God's judgments,
wc find an alarm sounded, Joel 2. 1. At the first
sounding, Judah's squadron marched, at the second
Reuben's, at the third Ephraim's, at the fourth
Dan's, t'. 5, 6. And some think that this was in¬
tended to sanctify their marches; for thus was pro¬
claimed by the priests, who were God's mouth to
the people, not only the divine orders given them
to move, hut the divine blessing upon them in all

their motions. He that hath ears let him hear, that
God is with them of a truth. King Abij .h va li¬

ed himself and his army very much upm this, (2
Chron. 13. 12.) God himself is with us for our
Captain, and hispriests witn sounding trumpets.
(3.) For the animating and encouraging of their ar¬
mies,when they went out t j battle, v. y, "Ifye go to
war, blow with the trumpets, sgni'ving thereby
your appeal to Heaven for the decision of the con¬
troversy, and your prayer to God to give you v ic¬
tory, and God will own his own institution, and ye
shall be remembered before the Cord your God."
God will take notice of this sound of the trumpet,
and be engaged to fight their battles, let all the
people take nofice of it, and be encouraged to fight
liis, as David,when he heard a sound ofa going up¬
on the tops of the mulberry trees. Not that God
needed to be awaked by the sound of the trumpet,
any more than Christ needed to be awaked by his
disciples in the storm, Matth. 8. 25. But, where
he intends mercy, it is his will that wc should solicit
for it; ministers must stir up the good soldiers of
Jesus Christ to fight manfully against sin, the world,
and the Devil, by assuring them that Christ is the
Captain oftheir salvation, and will triad .Satan un¬
der their feet. (4.) For the solemnizing of their sa¬
cred feast, z>. 10. One of their feasts was called the
blowing of trumpets, Lev. 23. 23, &c. And it
should seem they were thus to grace the solemnity
of all their feasts, (Ps.81. 3.) and their sacrifices,
(2 Chron. 29. 27.) to intimate with what joy and de¬
light they performed their duty to God, and to raise
the minds of those that attended the services to a
holy triumph in the God they worshipped. And
then their performances were for a memorialbefore
God; for then he takes pleasure in our leligious ex¬
ercises, when we take pleasure in them. Holy
work should be done with holy joy.

1 1. And it came to pass on the twentieth
day of the second month, in the second
year, that ihe cloud was taken up from off
the tabernacle of the testimony. 12. And
the children of Israel took their joarne,? out
of the wilderness of Sinai; and 'h < loud
rested in the wilderness of Paran. 1'. Ai d
they first took their journe according 'o
the commandment of the Lord bv the
hand of Moses. 14. In the first place went
ihe standard of the camp of the children of
Judah according to their armies: and ovei

his host was Nahshon the son of Ammina-
dah. 15. And over the host of the tribe of
the children oflssachar was Nethaneel, the
son of Zuar. 16. And over the host of the
tribe of the children of Zebulun was Eliab
the son of f felon. 17. And the tabernacle
was taken down ; and the sons of Gershon
and the sons of Merari set forward, bearing
the tabernacle. 18. And the standard of
tin1 camp of Reuben set forward accor¬
ding to their armies : and over his host teas
Eli/,ur the son of Shcdeur. 19. And ovc-i

the host of the tribe of the children of Si¬
meon was Shelumiel the son ol Zurishad-
dai. 20. And over the host of the tribe of
the children of Gad was Eliasaph the son
of Deuel. 21. And the Kohathites set for¬
ward, bearing the sanctuary : and the other
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did set up the tabernacle against they came.
2-.'. And the standard of the camp of the
children of Ephraim set forward according
to their armies : and over his host was Eli-
shama the son of Ammihud. 23. And over
the host of the tribe of the children of Ala-
nasseh was Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.
24. And over the host of the tribe of the
children of Benjamin was Abidan the son
of Gideoni. 25. And the standard of the
camp of the children of Dan set forward,
which was the rearward of all the camps
throughout their hosts: and over his host
was Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai. 2G.
And over the host of the tribe of tbe chil¬
dren of Asher was Pagiel the son of Ocran.
27. And over the host of the tribe of the
children of Naphtali was Ahira the son of
Enan. 28. Thus were, the journeyings of
the children of Israel according to their ar¬
mies,when they set forward.

Here is,
I. A general account of the removal of the camp

of Israel from mount Sinai, before which mountain
it had lain now about a year, in which time, and
place, a great deal of memorable business was done.
Of this removal, it should seem, God gave them
notice some time before, (Deut. 1.6, 7.) Ye have
dwelt long enough in this mountain-, turn you, arid
take your journey toward the land of promise.
The apostle tells us that mount Sinai genders to
bondage, vGal. 4. 24.) and signifies the law there
given, which is of use indeed as a schoolmaster to
bring us to Christ, yet we must not rest in it, but
advance toward the joys and liberties of the chil¬
dren of God, for our happiness is conferred not by
the law, but by promise.

Observe,!. The signal given, v. 11, The cloud
ÿwas taken ufi, and we may suppose it stood for
some time, till they were ready to march; and a
great deal of work it was to take down all those
tents, and pack up all those goods, that they had
there; but, every family being employed about its
own, and all at the same time, many hands made
quick work of it. 2. The march begun; They
took their journey according to the commandment
of the Lord, and just as the cloud led them, v. 13.
Some think that mention is thus frequently made in
this and the foregoing chapter of the command¬
ment of the Lord, guiding and governing them in
all their travels, to obviate the calumny and re¬
proach which were afterward thrown upon Israel,
that they tarried so long in the wilderness, because
they had lost themselves there, and could not find
the way out. No, the matter was not so; in every
stage, in every step, they were under divine direc¬
tions; and if they knew not where they were, yet he
that led them did. Note, Those that have given
up themselves to the direction of God's word
and Spirit, steer a steady course, even when they
seem to be bewildered. While they are sure they
cannot lose their God and Guide, they need not fear
losing their way. 3. The place they rested in, af¬
ter three days' march. They went out of the wil¬
derness of Sinai, and rested in the wilderness of
Taran. Note,1 All our removes in this world tire

but from one wilderness to another. The changes
which we think will be for the better do not al¬
ways prove so; while we carry about with us, wher¬
ever we go, the common infirmities of human na-
ure, we must expect, wherever we go, to meet

with its common calamities; we should never be at
rest, never at home, till we come to heaven, and all
will be well there.

11. A particular draught of the order ot their
march, according to the late model. 1. Judan's
squadron marched first, t>. 14.. 16. The leading
standard, now lodged with that tribe, w as an earn¬
est of the sceptre, which in David's time should be
committed to it, and looked further to the Captain
of our salvation, ot whom it was likewise force Id,
that unto him should the gathering of the jieojile he.
2. Then came tnt.se two families of the Levitts
which were instructed to cai ry the tabernacle. As
soon as ev er the c.oud was taken up, the t. bernacle
was taken down, and packed up for removing, v,
17. And lie e the six waggons came laden with
the more bulky part of the tabernacle. This fre¬
quent reno v mg c f the t .bcinacle in all their j( ur-
nies signified the moveableness of that ceremonial
dispensation. That whic.li was so often shifted
would at length v anish away, Heb. 8. 13. 3. Reu¬
ben's squadron mulched fi.rvvird next, taking place
after Judali, according to the commandment of the
Lord, v. 18..20. 4. Then the Kchathites followed
with their charge, the sacred furniture of the ta¬
bernacle, in the midst of the camfi, the safest and
most honourable place, v. 21. And they, that is,
(says the margin,) the Gershonitcs, and Alararitcs,
did set v/i the tabernacle against they came; and
perhaps it is expressed thus generally, because, if
there was occasion, not those Levites enlv, but the
other Israelites that were in the first squadron, lent
a hand to the tabernacle to hasten the rearingof it
up, even before they set up their own tents. 5.
Kphraim's squadron followed next after the ark,
(r. 22. . 24.) to which some think, the Psalmist al¬
ludes, when he prays, (Ps. 80. 2.) Before Ji/ihraim,
Benjamin and Afanasseh, the three tribes that com¬
posed this squadron, stir up. thy strength; (and the
ark is c. lled his strength, Ps. 78. 61.) and come'and
save us. C. Dan's squadron followed last,t>. 25 .. 27.
It is cal ed the rearward, or gathering host, of all
the camps, because it gathered up all that were
left behind; not the women and children, those we
may suppose were taken care of by the heads of
their families, in their respectiv e tribes; but all the
unclean,the mixedmultitude,and all that were weak
and feeble, and cast behind in their march. Note,
He that leadeth Joseph like a flock, has a tender
regard to the hindmost, (John 17. 12.) that cannot
keep pace with the rest, and of all that are given
him, he will lose none. See Kzck. 34. 16.

29. And Moses said unto 1 1ohab, the son
of Raguel the Midianite, Moses' father-in-
law, We are journeying nnto 1he place of
which the Lord said, Iwill give it you :
come thou with us, and we will do thee
good : for the Lord hath spoken good con¬
cerning Israel. 30. And he said unto him,
Iwill not go ;but Iwill depart to mine own
land, and to my kindred. 31. And he said,
Leave us not I pray thee : forasmuch as
thou knowest how we are to encamp in the
wilderness, and thou mayest be to us instead
of eyes. 32. And it shall be, if thou go
with us, yea, it shall be, that what goodness
the Lordshall do untous, the same will we
do unto thee. 33. And they departed from
the mount of the Lord three days' journey :
and the ark of the covenant of the 1<ord

went before them inthe three days' journey,
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to search out a resting-place for them. 34.
And the cloud of the Lordwas upon them
by day, when they went out of the camp.
35. And it came to pass, when the ark set
forward, that Moses said, Rise up, Lord,
and let thine enemies he scattered, and let
them that hate thee Hee before thee. 36.
And when it rested, lie said, Return, O
Lord, unto the many thousands of Israel.

Here is,
I. An account of what passed between Moses and

Hobab, now upon this advance which the camp of
Israel made toward Canaan. Some think that Ho¬
bab was the same with Jethro, Moses's father-in-
law, and that the story, Exod. 38. should come in
here: it seems more probable that Hobab was the
son of Jethro, alias Keuel, or Ragucl, (Exod. 2. 18.)
and that when the father, being aged, went to his
own land,(Exod. 18. 27.) he left his son Hobab with
Moses, as Barzillai left Chimham with IJavid;and
the same word signifies both a father-in-law, and a
brother-in-law. Now this Hobab stopped content¬
edly with Israel while they encamped at mount Si¬
nai, near his own country; but now they were re¬
moving, he was for going back to his own country
and kindred, and his father's house.

Here is, 1. The kind invitation Moses gives him
to go forward with them to Canaan, v. 29. He
tempts him with a promise that they would certain¬
ly be kind to him, and puts God's word infor secu¬
rity, The Lordhath spoken goodconcerning Israel.
As if he had said, "Come, cast in thy lot among
us, and thou shalt fare as we fare; and we have the
promise of God for it, that we shall fare well."
Note, Those that are bound for the heavenly Ca¬
naan should invite and encourage all their friends
to go along with them, for we shall have never the
less of the treasures of the covenant, and the joys
of heaven, for others coming in to share with us.
And what argument can be more powerful with us
to take God's people for our people, than this, that
God hath spoken good concerning them. It is good
having fellowship with those that have fellowship
with God, (1John 1. 3.) and going with those with
whom God is, Zech. 8. 23.

2. Hobab's inclination, and present resolution, to
go back to his own country, v. 30. One would
have thought that he who had seen so much of the
special presence of God with Israel, and such sur¬
prising tokens of his favour to them, should not
have needed much invitation to embark with them.
But his refusal must be imputed to the affection he
had for hisnative air and soil, which was not over-
poweied, as it ought to have been, by a believing
regard to the promise of God, and a value for co¬
venant-blessings. He was indeed a son of Abra¬
ham's loins, (for the Midianites descended from
Abraham by Keturah,) but not an heir of Abra¬
ham's faith, (Heb. 11. 8.) else he had not given
Moses this answer. Note, The things of this
world which are seen, draw strongly from the pur¬
suit of the things of the other world, which are not
seen. The magnetic virtue of this earth prevails
with most people above the attractives of heaven
itself.

3. The great importunity Moses used with him
to alter his resolution, v. 31, 32. He urges, (1.)
That he might be serviceable to them, " IfV are to
encamp in the wilderness," (a country well known
to Hobab,) "and thou mayest be tons instead of
eyes, not to show us where we must encamp, nor
what way we must march," (the cloud was to di¬
rect that,) "but to show us the conveniences and
inconveniences of the place we march through, and

[ encamp in, that we may make the best use we can
of the conveniences, and the best fence we can
against the inconveniences." Note,Itwill very well
consist with our trust in God's providence, to make
use of the help of our friends in those things where¬
in they are capable of being serviceable to us. Even
they that were led by miracle must not slight the
ordinary means of direction. Some think that Mo-
ses suggests this to Hobab, net because he expected
much benefit from his information, but to please
him with the thought of being some way useful to
so great abody,anil so to draw him on with them, by
inspiring him with an ambition to obtain that hon¬
our. Calvin gives quite another sense of this place,
very agreeably with the original, which yet 1 do
not find taken notice of by any since. "Leave its

not, 1pray thee, but come along, to share with us
in the promised land,for therefore hast thou known
our encampment in the wilderness, and hast been to
us insteadof eyes; and we cannot make the amends
for sharing with us in our hardships,and doing us so
many good offices, unless thou go with usto Canaan.
Surely, for this reason, thou didst set out with us,
that thou mightest go on with us." Note, Those
that have begun well should use that as a reason
for their persevering,because otherwise they losethe
benefit and recompense of all they have done and
suffered. £2.) That they would be kind to him,
(v. 32.) What goodness the Lordshall do to us, the

I same will we do to thee. Note, [1.] We can give
I only what we receive. We can do no more service
and kindness to our friends, than God is pleased to,
put it into the power of our hand to do. This is
all we dare promise, to do good, as God shall ena¬
ble us. [2.] Those that share with God's Israel in
their labours and hardships, shall share with them in
their comforts and honours. Those that are will-

I ing to take their lot with them in the wilderness,
I shall have their lot with them in Canaan; if we suf¬
fer with them, wc shall reign with them, 2 Tim. 2.
12. Luke, 22. 28, 29.

We do not find any reply that Hobab here made
to Moses, and therefore we hope that his silence
gave consent, and he did not leave them, but that,
when he perceived he might be useful, he prefer¬
red that before the gratifying of his own inclination;
in this case he left us a good example. And we
find (Judg. 1. 16. 1 Sam. 15. 6.) that hi« family
was no loser by it.

II. An account of the communion between God
and Israel in this remove. They left the mount of
the Lord, (r. 33.) that mount Sinai, wnere they
had seen his glory and heard his voice, and had
been taken into covenant with him; (they must not
expect that such appearances of God to them, as
they had there been blessed with, should be con¬
stant;) they departed from that celebrated moun¬
tain, which we never read of in scripture any more,
unless with reference to these past stories; now
farewell, Sinai, '/.ion is the mountain of which God
has said, This is my rest for ever, (Ps. 132. 14.)
and of which we must say so. But when they left
the mount of the Lord, they took with them the
ark of the covenant of the Lord, by which their
stated communion with God was to be kept up. For,

1. By it God did direct their paths. The ark of
the covenant went before them, some think, in
place, at least, in this remove; others think, only
in influence-, though it was carried in the midst of
the camp, yet the cloud that hovered over it direct¬
ed all their motions. The ark, that is, the God of
the ark, is said to search out a resting-place for
them; not that God's infinite wisdom and know¬
ledge need to make searches, but every place they
were directed to was as convenient for them, as if
the wisest man they had among them had been em¬
ployed to go before them, and mark out the camp
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to the best advantage. Thus Canaan is said to be a
land which God spied out, Ezek. 20. 6.

2. Bv it they did in all their tvays acknowledge
God, looking upon it as a token of God's presence:
when that moved, or rested, they had their eye up
unto God. Moses, as the mouth of the congrega¬
tion, lifted up a prayer, both at the removing and
the resting of the ark; thus their going out and
coming in were sanctified by prayer, and it is an ex¬
ample to us to begin and end every day's journey,
and everv d ty's work, with prayer.

(1.) Hereis hisprayer when the ark set forward,
[v. 35.) Rise up, Lord, and let thine ehemies be
•scattered. They were now in a desolate country,
but they were marching towards an enemy's coun¬
try, and their dependence was upon God for success
and victory in their wars, as well as for direction
and supply in the wilderness. David used this
prayer long after, (Ps. 68. 1.) for he also fought the
Lord's battles. Note, [1.] Phere are those in the
world that are enemies to God, and haters of him:
secret and open enemies; enemies to his truths, his
laws, his ordinances, his people. [2.] The scat¬
tering and defeating of God's enemies is a thing to
be earnestly desired, and believingly expected, by
all the Lord's people. This prayer is a prophecy.
Those that persist in rebellion against God are has¬
ting toward their own ruin. [3.] For the scatter¬
ing and defeating of God's enemies, there needs no
more but God's arising. When God arose tojudg¬
ment, the work was soon done, Ps. 76. 8, 9. "Rise,
Lord, as the sun riseth, to scatter the shadows of
he night." Christ's rising from the dead scattered

his enemies, Ps. 68. 18.
(2.) Hisprayer when the ark rested,v. 36. [1.]

That Godwould cause his people to rest. So some
read it, "Return, O Lord, the many thousands of
Israel, return them to their rest again, after this fa¬
tigue." Thus it issaid, (lsa. 63. 14.) The Spirit of
the Lordcaused him to rest. Thus he prays that
God would give Israel success and victory abroad,
and peace and tranquillity at home. [2.] That
God himself would take up his rest among them.
So we read it, Return to the thousands of Israel,
the ten thousand thousand. So the word is. Note,
First, The church of God is a great body; there
are many thousands belonging to God's Israel. Se-
condht, We ought in our prayers to concern our¬
selves for this body. Thirdly, The welfare and
happiness of the Israel of God consist in the contin¬
ual presence of God among them. Their safety
consists not in their numbers, though they arc thou¬
sands, many thousands, but in the favour rf God
and his gracious return to them, and residencewith
them. These thousands are ciphers, he is the
figure, and upon this account, Happy art thou, O
Israel, who is like unto thee, O profile!

CHAP. XI.
Hitherto things had gone pretty well in Israel, little inter¬

ruption had been given to the methods of God's favour to
them since the matter of the golden calf; the people seem¬
ed teachable in marshalling and purifying the camp, the
princes devout and generous in dedicating the altar, and
there was good hope that they would be in Canaan pre¬
sently. But at this chapter begins a melancholv scene,
the measures are all broken, God is turned to be their
Enemy, and fights a<rainst them—and it is sin, sin, that
makes all this mischief. I. Their munnurinsrs kindled a
fire among them, which yet was soon quenched by the
prayer of Moses, v. 1..3. II. No sooner was the fire
of judgment quenched, than the fire of sin breaks out
again, and God takes occasion from it to magnify both
his mercy and his justice. 1. The people fret for want
of flesh, v. 4. .9. 2. Moses frets for want of help, v. 10
..15. Now, (1.) God promises to gratify them both;
to appoint help for Moses, (v. 16, 17.) and to give the
people flesh, v. 18..23. And, (2.) He presently makes
good both these promises. For, [I.] the Spirit of God
qualifies the seventy ciders for the government, v. 24 ..
Vol. i.-3R'

30. [2.] The power of God brings quails to feast the
people, v. 31, 32. Vet, [3.] The justice of God plagued
them for their niurmurings, v. 33- -35.

1. 4 ND when the people complained, it
f\ displeased the Lord: and the Lord

heard it; and his anger was kindled ; and
the fire of the Lord burnt among them,and

j consumed than that were, in the uttermost
I parts of the camj). 2. And the people cried
I unto Moses ; and when Moses piayed unto
i the Lord, the fire was quenched. 3. And
1 he called the name of the place Taberah :
( because the fire of the Lord bin lit among
them.

Here is,
1. The people's sin. They complained, v. 1.

They were, as it were, complamers. So it is in tin:
maigin. There were some secret grudgings and dis¬
contents among them, which as yet did not break
out into an open mut.ny. But how great a matter
did this little fire kindle! They had received from
God excellent laws and ordinances, and yet no
sooner were they departed from the mount of the
Lord, than they began to quarrel with God himself.
See in this, (1.) The sinfulness of sin, which takes
occasion from the commandment to be the more
provoking. (2.) The weakness of the law through
the flesh, Rom. 8. 3. The law discovered sin, hut
could not destroy it; checked it, but could not con¬
quer it.

They complained. Interpreters inquire what
they complained of; and truly, when they were
furnished with so much matter for thanksgiving,
one may justly wonder where they found any mat¬
ter for complaint ; we may conclude, that' those

j who complained did not all agree in the cause.
Some, perhaps, complained that they were remov¬
ed from Mount Sinai, where they had been at rest
so long, others that they did not remove sooner:

. some complained of the weather, othersof the ways:
some, peihaps, thought three days' journey was too
long a march, others thought it not long' enough,
because it did not bring them into Canaan. When

' we consider how their camp was guided, guarded,
j graced, what good victuals they had, and good
company, and what care was taken of them in their

; marches, that their feet should not swell, nor their
j clothes wear, (Deut. 8.4.) we may ask, "What
| could have been done more for a people to make
I them easy?" And yet they complained. Note,
1 Those that are of a fretful discontented spirit will
j always find something or other to quarrel with,
though the circumstances of their outward condition
he ever so favourable.

2. God's just resentment of the affront given to
him by this sin. 'Ihe Lordheard it, though itdoes

: not appear that Moses did. Note, God is acquaint¬
ed with the secret frettings and niurmurings of the

| heart, though they are industriously concealed from
men. What he took notice of, lie was much dis¬
pleased with, and ids anger was kindled. Note,
Though God graciously gives us leave to complain
to him when there is cause, (Ps. 142. 2.) yet he is
justly provoked, and takes it iery ill, if we com¬
plain of him when there is no cause; such conduct

j in our inferiors provokes us.
| 3. The judgment wherewith God chastised them
j for this sin. The fire of the Lord burnt among
them, such flashes of fire fit m the clcud as had
consumed Nadab and Abihu. The fire of their

I wrath against God burned in their minds, (Ps. 39.
| 3.) and justly does the fire of God's wrath fasten
I upon their bodies. We read of their murmuring?
I several times, when thev came first out of Egypt,
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Kxoci. 15, and 16, and 17. But we do not read of
any plagues inflicted on them for their niutmurings,
as* these were now; for now they had had great
experience of God's care of them, and therefore i
now to distrust them was so much the more inex¬
cusable. Now a fire was kindled against Jacob,
CPs. 78. 21.) but, to show how unwilling God was I
to contend with them, it fastened on those only that
were in the uttermost /mrls of the camfi. Thus |
God's judgments came upon them gradually, that
they might take warning.

•1. Their cry to Moses, who was their tried in¬
tercessor, v. 2. IVhcv he slew them, then they
sought him, and made their application to Moses to
stand their friend. Note, (1.) When we complain
without cause, it is just with God to give us cause to
complain. (2.) Those that slight God's friends
when they are in prosperity, would be glad to make
them their friends when they are in distress : Fa¬
ther Abraham, send Lazarus.

5. The prevalency of Moses's intercession for
them; when Moses firayed unto the Lord, (he was
always ready to stand in the gap to turn awav the
wrath of God,) God had respect to him and his of¬
fering, and the fire ivas quenched. By this it ap- |
pears that God delights not in punishing, for when ]
lie has begun his controversy, he is soon prevailed j
with to let it fall. Moses was one of those worthies j
who by faith quenched the violence offire.

6. A new name given hereupon to the place, to i
perpetuate the shame of a murmuring people, and I
the honour of a righteous God; the place was call-
ed Taberah, a burning, (v. 3.) that others might J
hear and fear, and take warning not to sin as they
did, lest they shouldsmart as they did, 1Cor. 10, 10. I

I

4. And the mixed multitude that was
among them fell a lusting: and the children
of Israel also wept again, and said, Who
shall give us flesh to eat? 5. We remem¬
ber the fish which we did eat in Egypt free¬
ly ; the cucumbers,and the melons,and the
leeks, and the onions, and the garlick : C.
But now our soul is dried away : there is
nothing at all, besides this manna, before
our eyes. 7. And the manna was as cori¬
ander-seed, and the colour thereof as the
colour of bdellium. 8. And the people
went about, and gathered it, and ground it
in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and baked it
in pans, and made cakes of it : and the
taste of it was as the taste of fresh oil. 9.
And when the dew fell upon the camp in
the night, the manna fell upon it. 10. Then
Moses heard the people weep throughout
their families, every man in the door of his
tent : and the anger of the I,onn was kin¬
dled greatly ; Moses also was displeased.
11. And Moses said unto the Loud,
Wlicrefore hast thou afflicted thy servant?
and wherefore have Inot found favour in
thy sight, that thou layest the burden of all
this people upon me'? 12. Have Iconceiv¬
ed all this people? have Ibegotten them,
that thou shouldest say unto me, Carry them
in thy bosom, as a nursing father bcareth the
sucking child, unto the land which thou
swarest unto their fathers? 13. Whence II

' should Ihave flesh to give unto all this peo¬
ple? for they weep unto me, saying, Give

jus flesh, that we may eat. 14. lain not
able to bear all this people alone, because

i it is too heavy for me. 15. And if thou
j deal thus with me, kill me,Ipray thee, out

j of hand, if 1 have found favour in thy sight ;
and let me not see my wretchedness.

j These verses represent things sadly unhinged,
and out 6f order, in Israel: both the people and the
prince uneasy.

1. Hereis the people frettingand speaking against
God himself, (as it is interpreted, Ps. 78. 19.) not¬
withstanding his glorious appearances both to them,
andfor them.

Observe, 1. Who were the criminals. (1.) The
mixt multitude began, theyfella lusting-, v. 4. The
rabble that came with them out of Egypt, expect¬
ing only the land of promise, hut net a state of pro¬
bation in the way to it. They were hangers cn,
who took hold of the skirts of the Jews, and would

| not go with them, only because they knew not how
j to live at home, and were minded to seek their for-
I tunes (as we say) abroad. These were the disor-
; dcred sheep that infected the flock,the leaven that
i leavened the whole lump. Note, A few factious,
j discontented, ill-natured people may do a great deal
| of mischief in the best societies, if great care be
j not taken to discountenance them. Such as these
j are an untoward generation, from which it is our
wisdom to save ourselves, Acts 2. 40. (2.) Even
the children of Israel took the infection, as we are
informed, v. 4. The whole seed joined themselves
to the people of these abominations. The mixed
multitude here spoken of were not numbered witli
the children of Israel, but set aside as a people God
made no account of, and yet the children of Israel,
forgetting their own characterand distinctkn, heui-
ed themselves with them, and learned their way;
as if the seum and outcasts of the cam;) were to l*e
the privy-counsellors of it. The children of Israel,
a people near to God, and highly privileged, yet
drawn into rebellion against him! Oh how little
honour has God in the world, when even the people
which he formed for himself, to show forth his
praise, were so much a dishonour to him! There¬
fore let none think that their external professions
and privileges will he their security, either against
Satan's temptations to sin, or God's judgments for
sin: see 1 Cor. 10. 1, 2, 12.

2. What was the crime; they lusted and mur¬
mured. Though they had been lately corrected
for this sin, and many of them overthrown for it, as
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and the
smell of the fire was still in their nostrils, yet they
returned to it, see Prov. 27. 22.

(1.) Thev magnified the plenty and dainties they
had had in Egypt, (v. 5.) as if God had done them
a great deal of wrong intaking them thence. While
thev were in Egypt, they sighed by reason of their
burthens, for their lives"were made hitter to them
with hard bondage; and yet now the)- talk of Egypt
as if they had all lived like princes there, when this
serves as a colour for their present discontent. But,
with what face can they talk of eating fish in Egypt
freely, or for nought, as if it cost them nothing,
when they paid so dear for it with their hard ser¬
vice? They remember the cucumbers, and the me¬
lons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlick,
(precious stuff indeed to he fond of!) but they do
not remember the brick-kilns, anil the task-mas¬
ters, the voire of the oppressor, and the smart ol
the whip. No, these are forgotten by these nn
grateful people.
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(2.) Thev were sick of tire good provision God
had made for them, v. 6. It was bread from hea¬
ven, angel's food; to show how unreasonable their
complaint was, it is here described, v. "••9. It
was good for food, and pleasant to the eve, every
grain like an orient pearl; it was wholesome food,
and nourishing; it was not to be called dry bread,
for it tasted like fresh oil; it was agreeable (the
Jews say, Wisd. 16. 20.) to every man's palate; and
tasted as he would have it; and though it was still
the same, vet, by the different ways of dressing it,
it yielded them a grateful variety: it cost them no
money nor care, for it fell in the night while they
slept; and the labour of gathering it was not worth
speaking of; they lived upon free quarter, and yet
could talk of Egypt's cheapness, and the fish they
ate there freely. Nay, which was much more
valuable than all this, the manna came from the
immediate power and bounty of God, not from
common providence, but from special favour. It
was, as God's compassion, new every morning, al¬
ways fresh, not as their food who live on ship¬
board. While they lived on manna, they seemed
to have been exempted from the curse which sin
has brought on man, that in the sweat of bis face
should he eat bread. And yet they speak of the
manna with such scorn as if it were not good
enough to be meat for swine. Our soul is dried
away. They speak as if God dealt hardly with
them, in allowing them no better food; at first they
'admired it, Exod. 16. 15. What is this? "What
a curious precious thing is this!" But now they de¬
spised it. Note, Peevish discontented minds will
find fault with that which has no faidt in it, but that
it is too good for them. It is very provoking to God
to undervalue his favours, and to put a but upon
our common mercies. Nothing but manna. Those
that might be very happy often make themselves
very miserable by their discontents.

(3.) They could not be satisfied unless they had
flesh to eat. They brought flocks and herds with
them in great abundance out of Egypt: but either
they were covetous, and could not find in their
hearts to kill them, lest they should lessen their
flocks; (they must have flesh as cheap as they had
bread, or they would not be pleased;) or else they
were curious, beef and mutton would not please
them, they must have something more nice and
delicate, like the fish they did eat in Egypt. Food
would not serve, they must be feasted; they had
feasted with God upon the peace-offerings, which
they have their share of; but it seems God did not
keep a table good enough for them, they must have
daintier bits than any that came to his altar. Note,
It is an evidence of the dominion of the carnal mind,
when we are solicitous to have all the delights and
satisfactions of sense wound up to the height of plea-
sureableness. Be not desirous of dainties, Prov. 23.
1--3. If God give us food convenient, we ought to
be thankful, though we do not eat the fat and drink
the sweet.

(4.) They distrusted the power and goodness of
God, as insufficient for their supply; Who willgive
us flesh to eat? taking it for granted that God could
not. Thus this question is commented upon, (Ps.
78. 19,20.) Can hegiveflesh also? Though he had
given them flesh with their bread once, when he
saw fit, (Exod. 16. 13.) they might have expected
that he would have done it again, and in mercy, if,
instead of murmuring, they had prayed. Note, It
is an offence to Gcd to let our desires go beyondour
faith.

(5.) They were eager and importunate in their
desires; they lusted a lust, (so the word is,) lusted
greatly and greedily, till they wept again for vdxa-
tion. So childish were the children of Israel, and
so humoursome, they cried, because they had not

what they would have, and when they would have
it. They did not offer up tins desire to God, but
would rather be beuolckn to any cue else than to
him. We should not indulge ourselves in any de¬
sire which we cannot in faith turn into prayer, as
we cannot when we ask meat for our lust, Ps. 78.
18. For this sin, the anger of the Lord was kin¬
dled greatly against them, which is written for our
admonition, that we should not lust after evilthings,
as they lusted, 1 Cor. 10. 6.

(6.) Flesh is good food, and may lawfully be eat¬
en, yet they are said to lust after evil things; what
is lawful of itself becomes evil to us, when it is
what God does not allot to us, and v et we eagerly
desire it.

II. M< ses himself, though so meek and good a
man, is uneasy upon this oicasicn. .1loses also was
disfileased. Now,

1. It must he confessed that the provocation was
very great. These nunmillings of their's reflected
great dishonour upon God, and Moses laid to heart
the reproaches cast on him. They also created
great vexation to himself; they knew that he did
his utmost for their good, and that he did nothing,
nor could, without a divine appointment; and yet,
to be thus continually teased and clamoured against
by an unreasonable ungrateful people, would break
in upon the temper even of Moses himself. God
considered this, and therefore we do not find that
he chid him for his uneasiness.

2. Yet Moses expressed himself otherwise than
became him upon this provocation, and came short
of his duty both to God and Israel in these expos¬
tulations. ' (1.) He undervalues the honour God
had put upon him, in making him the illustrious
minister of his power and grace, in the deliverance
and conduct of that peculiar people, which might
have been sufficient to balance the burthen. (2.)
He complains too muchof a sensible grievance, and
lays too near his heart a little noise and fatigue. If
he could not bear the tc il of government, which
was but " running with the footman," how would
lie bear the terrors of war, which was "contending
with horses?" He might easily have furnished
himself with considerations enough to enable him
to slight their clamours, and make nothing of them.
(3.) He magnifies his own performances, that all
the burthen of the fieo/i/e lay ufion him; whereas
God himself did, in effect, ease him of all the bur¬
then. Moses needed net to lie in care to prov ide
quarters for them, or victuals; God did all. And if
any difficult case happened, he needed not to be
in any perplexity while he had the oracle to con¬
sult, and, in it, the divine wisdom to direct him, the
divine authority to back him and bear him out, and
almighty power itself to dispense rewards and pun¬
ishments. (4.) He is not so sensible as lie ought
to be of the obligation be lay under,by virtue of the
divine commission and command, to do the utmost
lie could for his people, when he suggests that, be¬
cause they were not the children ot his body, there¬
fore he was not concerned to take a fatherly care of
them, though God himself, who might employ him
as lie pleased, had appointed him to be a father to
them. (5.) He takes tco much to himself when he
asks, Whence should Ihave flesh to give them?
(v. 13.) as if lie were the housekeeper, and not God.
Mosesgave them not the bread, John 6. 32. Norwas
it expected that he should give them the flesh, but
as an instrument in God's hand; and if he meant,

"Whence should God have it for them?" he tco

much limited the power of the Holy One of Israel.
(6.) Hespeaksdistrustfullycf the div ine grace, when
he despairs of being able to bear all this feo/ile, v.
14. Hadthe work been much less, he could not have
gone through it in his own strength; but, had it
been much greater, through Gcd strengthening
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him, he might have done it. (7.) It was worst of
all passionately to wish tor death, and desire to be
killed out of hand, because just at this time his life
was made a little uneasy to him, v. 15. Is this
Moses? is this the meekest of all the men on the
earth? Thebest have their infirmities,and fail some¬
times in the exercise of that grace which they are
most eminent for. But God graciously overlooked
Moses's passion at this time, and therefore we must
not be severe in our animadversions upon it, but
pray, Lord, It-ad us not into temptation.

1G. And tlic Lordsaid unto Moses, Ga¬
ther unto me seventy men of the elders ol
Israel,whom thou knowest to he the elders
of the people, and officers over them; and
bring them unto the tabernacle oi the con¬
gregation, that they may stand there with
thee. 17. And iwill come down and talk
with thee there : and 1 will take ol the spi¬
rit which is upon thee, and will put it upon
them; and they shall bear the burden of
the people with thee, that thou bear it not
thyself alone. 10. And say thou unto the
people, Sanctify yourselves against to-mor¬
row, and ye shall eat flesh: for ye have
wept in the ears of the Lord, saying, Who
shall give us flesh to eat ? for it was well
with us in Egypt: therefore the Lord will
give you flesh, and ye shall eat. 19. Ye
shall not eat one day, nor two days, nor
five days, neither ten days, nor twenty days ;
20. But even a whole month, until it come
out at your nostrils, and it be loathsome
unto you: because that ye have despised
the Lord which is among you, and have
wept before him, saying, \\ hy came we
forth out of Egypt? 21. And Moses said,
The people among whom Iam, are, six hun¬
dred thousand footmen ; and thou hast said,
L will give them flesh, that they may eat a
whole month. 22. Shall the flocks and the
herds be slain for them, to suffice them ? or
shall all the fish of the sea be gathered to¬
gether for them, to suffice them ? 23. And
the Lord said unto Moses, Is the Lord's
hand waxed short? thou shall see now
whether my word shall come to pass unto
thee or not.

We hav e here God's gracious answer to both the
foregoing complaints, wherein his goodness takes
occasion, from man's badness, to appear so much
the more illustrious.

I. Provision is made for the redress of the griev¬
ances Moses complains of. If he find the weight
of government lie too heavy upon him, though he
was a little too passionate in his remonstrance, yet
he shall be eased, not by being discarded from the
government himself, as he justly might have been,
if God had been extreme to mark what he said
amiss, but by having assistants appointed him, who
should be, as the apostle speaks, (1Cor. 12. 28.)
helps, governments, that is, helps in government,
net at all to lessen or eclipse his honour,but to make
the work more easy to him, and to bear the burthen
of the people ÿwith him. And, that this provision
might be both agreeable'and really serviceable,

1. Moses is directed to nominate the persons, v.
16. The.people were too hot, and heady, and tu¬
multuous, to be intrusted with the election; Moses
must please himself in the choice, that he may not
afterward complain. The number he is to choose
is seventy men, according to the number of the

•souls that went down into Egypt. He must choose
such as he knew to be elders; that is, wise and ex¬
perienced men. Those that had acquitted them¬
selves best as rulers of thousands and hundreds,
(Exod. 18. 25.) purchase to themselves now this
good degree. "Choose such as thou knowest to be
fclders indeed, and not in name only, officers that
execute their office." We read of the same number
of elders (Exod. 24. 1.) that went up with Moses
to mount Sinai, but they were distinguished only
for that occasion, these for a perpetuity ; and tic-
cording to this constitution, the Sanhedrim,or great
council of the Jews, which in after-ages sat at Jeru¬
salem, and was the highest court of judgment
among them, consisted of seventy men. Our Sav ¬

iour seems to have had an eye to it in the choice < 1
seventy disciples, who were* to be assistants to the
apostles, Luke 10.

2. Gcd premises to qualify them. If they were
not found fit for the employ, they should be made
fit, else they might prove more a hindrance than
a help to Moses, v. 17. Though Moses had talked
too boldly with God, yet God does not therefore
break off communion with him; he bears a great
deal with us, and we must with one another; Imill
come doivn (said God) and talk ivith thee when thou
art more calm and composed; andImill take of the
same spirit of wisdom, and piety, and courage, that
is upon thee, and put it upon them. Net that Mo¬
ses had the less of the Spirit for their sharing, nor
that they were hereby made equal with him; Mo¬
ses was still unequalled, (l)eut. 34. 10.) but thev
were clothed with a spirit of government piopor-
tionable to their place, and with a spirit of prophe¬
cy to prove their divine call to it, the government
being a theocracy. Note, (1.) Those whom God
employs in any service, he qualifies for it, and these
that are not in some measure qualified, cannot think
themselves duly called. (2.) All good qualifica¬
tions are from God; every perfect gift is from the
Father of lights.

II. Even the humour of the discontented people
shall be gratified too, that every mouth mav be
stopped. Tliey are bid to sanctify themselves, {v.
18.) that is, to put themselves into a posture to re-
ceive such a proof of God's power as should be a
token both of mercy and judgment. Prepare to
meet thu Cod, O Israel, Allies 4. 12.

1. God promises, (shall Isay?) he threatens ra¬
ther, that they should hav e their fill of flesh; that,
for a month together, they should not only be fed,
but feasted, with flesh, beside their daily manna;
and, if they had not a bclicr gov crnniu,; of their
appetites than now it appeared they had, thev
should be surfeited with it, (v. 19, 20.) Ye shall
eat tilt it come out at your nostrils, and become
loathsome to you. See here, (1.) The vanity of all
the delights of sense: tliey will cloy but not satisfy:
spiritual pleasures arc the contrary. As the world
passes away, so do the lusts of it, 1 John 2. 1".
What was greedily coveted, in a little time comes
to he nauseated. (2.) What brutish sins (and
worse than brutish) gluttony and drunkenness are:
tliey put a force upon nature, and make that the
sie.kness of the body which should be its health:
they are sins that are their own punishments, and
yet not tiie worst that attend them. (3.) What a
righteous thing it is with God to make that loath¬
some to men which they have inordinately lusted
after. God could make them despise flesh as much
as tliey had despised manna.
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2. Moses objects the improbability of making
good this word, v. 21, 22. It is an objection like
that which the disciples made, (Mark 8. 4.)
Whence can a man satisfy these men? Some ex¬
cuse Moses here, and construe what he says as only
a modest inquiry which way the supply must be ex¬
pected; but it savours too much of diffidence and
distrust of God to be justified. He objects the
number of the people, as if He, that provided
bread for them all, could not, by the same un¬
limited power, provide flesh too. He reckons it
must be the flesh either of beasts or fishes, because
they are the most bulky animals, little thinking
that the flesh of birds, little biids, should serve the
purpose. God sees not as man sees, but his
thoughts are above our's. He objects the greedi¬
ness of the people's desires, in that word, to suffice
them. Note, Even true and great believers some¬
times find it hard to trust God under the discourage¬
ments of second causes, and against hope to believe
m hope. Moses himself can scarcely forbear say¬
ing, Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?
when this was become the common cry. Nodoubt
this was h:s infirmity.

3. God gives a short but sufficient answer to the
objection, in that question, Is the Lord's hand
waxed short? v. 23. If Moses had remembered
the years of the right hand of the Most High, he
had not started all these difficulties, therefore God
reminds him of them, intimating that this objection
reflected upon the divine power, which he himself
had been so often, not only the witness, but the in¬
strument of. Had he forgotten what wonders the
divine power had wrought for that people, when it
inflicted the plagues of Egypt, divided the sea,
broached the rock, and rained bread from heaven?
Was that power abated? Was God weaker than
he used to be? Or, was he tired with what he hail
done? Whatever our unbelieving hearts may sug¬
gest to the contrary, it is certain, (1.) That God's
hand is not short, his power cannot be restrained in
the exerting of itself by any thing but his own will;
with him nothing is impossible. That hand is not
short which measures the waters, metes out the
heavens, (Isa. 40. 12.) and grasps the winds, Prev.
30. 4. (2.) That it is not waxed short. He is as
strong as ever he was, fainteth not, neither is svea-
rv. And this is sufficient to silence all our distrusts,
when means fail us, Is any thing too hardfor the
I.ord? God here brings Moses to this first princi¬
ple, sets him back in his lesson, to learn the ancient
name of God, The Lord God Almighty, and puts
the proof upon the issue, Thou shall see whether
my word shall come to /tass or not. This magnifies
God's word above all his name, that his works
never come short of it. If he speaks, it is done.

24. And Moses wont out, and told the
people the words of the Loan,and gathered
the seventy men of the elders of the people,
and set them round about the tabernacle.
25. And the Lord came down in a cloud,
and spake unto him. and took of the spirit
that teas upon him, and gave it unto the
seventy elders: and it came to pass, that,
when the spirit rested upon them, they pro¬
phesied, and did not cease. 26. But there
remained two of the men in the camp, the
name of the one was Eldad, and the name
of the other Medad : and the spirit rested
upon them; and they were of them that
were written, but went not out unto the
tabernacle: and they prophesied in the

camp. 27. And there ran a young man,
and told Moses, and said, Eldad and Me¬
dad do prophesy in the camp. 28. And
Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Mo¬
ses, one of his young men, answered and
said, My lord Moses, forbid them. 29. And
Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my
sake? Would God that all the Lord's
people were prophets, and that the Lord
would put his spirit upon them ! 30. And
Moses gat him into the camp, he and the
elders of Israel.

Wo have here the performance of God's word to
Moses, that he should have help in the government
of Israel.

I. Here is the case of the seventy privy-counsel¬
lors in general. Moses though a little disturbed by
the tumult of the people, yet was thoroughly com¬
posed by the communion with God, and soon came
to himself again. And according as the matter was
concerted, 1. He did his part, he presented the
seventy elders before the Lord, round the taberna¬
cle, (d. 24.) that they might there stand ready to
receive the grace of God, in the place where he
manifested himself, and that the people also might
be witnesses of their solemn call. Note, Those
that expect favour from God must humbly offer
themselves and their service to him. 2. God was
not wanting to do his part. He gave of his Spirit
to the seventy elders, (v. 25.) which enabled them
whose capacities and education set them but on a
level with their neighbours, of a sudden to sav and
do that which was extraordinary, and which proved
them to be under divine inspiration; they prophe¬
sied, and did not cease all that day, and (some
think) only that day. They discoursed to the peo¬
ple of the things of God, and perhaps commented
upon the law they had lately received, with admi¬
rable clearness, and fulness, and readiness, and
aptness of expression, so that all who heard them
might see and say, that God was with them of a
truth; see 1Cor. 14. 24, 25. Thus, longafterwaul,
Saul was marked for the government by the gift of
prophecy, which came upon him for a day and a
night, 3 Sam. 10. 6, 11. When Moses was to fetch
Israel out of Egypt, Aaron was appointed to be his
prophet; (Exod. 7. 1.) but, now that God had
called him to other work, in his room Moses has
seventy prophets to attend him. Note, Those arc
fittest to rule in God's Israel that arc well ac¬
quainted with divine things, and are apt to teach to
edification.

II. Here is the particular case of two of them,
Eldad and Medad, probably two brothers.

3. Thev were nominated by Mcses to be assistants
in the government, but they went not out unto the
tabernacle as the rest did, v. 26. Calvin conjec¬
tures that the summons was sent them, but that it
did not find tlum, they being somewhere out of the
wav, so that, though they were written, yet they
were not called. Most think that they declined
coming to the tabernacle, out cf an excess of
modesty and humility; being sensible of their own
weakness and unworthiness, they desired to be ex¬
cused from coming into the government. Their
principle was their praise; but their practice, in not
obeying order, was their fault.

2. The Spirit of God found them cut in the camp,
where they were hid among the stuff, and there
they prophesied, that is, they exercised their gift
of praying, preaching, and praising God, in some
private tent. Note, The Spirit of God is rot tied
to the tabernacle, but, like the wind, blows where
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he listeth, John 3. 8. ]Vhither can go from that
•Sflint? There was a special providence in it that
these two should be absent, for thus it appeared
that it was indeed a divine Spirit which the elders
were actuated by, and that Moses gave them not

that Spirit, but God himself. They modestly de¬
clined preferment, but God forces it upon them;
nav, they have the honour of being named, which
the rest have not: for they that humbled themselves
shall be exalted; and those are most fit for govern¬
ment who are least ambitious of it.

3. Information of this is given to Moses, (v. 27 )
*' Elclad and Medad do prophesy in the camp-,
there is a conventicle in such a tent, and Eldad and
Medad are holding forth there, from under the in¬
spection and presidency of Moses, and out of the
communion of the rest of the elders." Whoever
the person was that brought the tidings, he seems to

have looked upon it as an irregularity.
4. Joshua moves to have them silenced, (v. 28.)

Ma lord Moses, forbid them; it is probable that
Joshua himself was one of the seventy, which made
him the more jealous for the honour of their order.
He takes it for granted that they were not under
any necessitating impulse, for the spirit of the pro¬
phets is subject to the prophets, and therefore he
would have them either not to prophesy at all, or to
come to the tabernacle, and prophesy in concert
with the rest. He does not desire that they should
be punished for what thev had done, but only re¬
strained for the future. This motion he made from
a good principle, not out of any personal dislike to

Eldad and Medad, but out of an honest zeal for that
which heapprehended to be the unityof the church,
and in concern for the honour of God and Moses.

5. Moses rejects the motion, and reproves him
that made it, (v. 29.) "Enviest thou for my sake?
Thou knowest not what manner of spirit thou art

of." Though Joshua was Moses's particular friend
and confidant, though he said this out of a respect
to Moses, whose honour he was very loath to see
lessened bv the call of those elders, yet Moses re¬
proves him, and in him, all that show such a spirit.
(1.) We must not secretly grieve at the gifts,
graces, and usefulness of others. It was the fault
of John's disciples, that they envied Christ's ho¬
nour, because it shaded their Master's, John 3. 26,
Jcc.. (2.) We must not be transported into heats
against the weaknesses and infirmities of others.
Granting that Eldad and Medad were guilty of an
irregularity, yet Joshua was too quick and too warm
upon them. Our zeal must always be tempered
with the meekness of wisdom; the righteousness of
God needs not the wrath of man, Jam. I. 20. (3.)
We must not make the best and most useful men
heads of a party. Paul would not have his- name
marie use of to patronise a f ictinn, 1 Cor. 1. 12, 13.
(4.) We must not be forward to condemn and
silence those that differ from us, as if they did not
follow Christ, because they do not follow him with
us, Mark 9. 38. Shall we reject those whom
Christ has owned? or restrain anv from doing good
because thev are not in every thing of our mind?
Moses was of another spirit; so far from silencing
these two, and quenching the spirit in them, that
he wishes all the I.ord's people mere prophets, that
is, that he would put his Spirit upon them. Mot
that he would have anv set up for prophets th t
were not duly qualified, or that he expected that
the spirit of prophecv should be made thus com¬
mon; but thus he expresses the love and esteem he
had for all the Lord's peo/de, the cnmplaeencv he
took in the gifts of others, and how far he was firm
being displeased at Eldad's and Medad's prephc-
sving from under his eve. Such an excellent
snirit as this blessed Paul was of, rejoicing that
Christ was preached, though it was by these who

therein intended to add affliction to his bonds, Phil
1. 16. We ought to be pleased that God is servec
and glorified, and good dene, though to the lessen¬
ing of our credit, and the credit of our way.

6. The elders, now newly ordained, immediately
entered upon their administration; (v. 30.) when
their call was sufficientlv attested by their prophe¬
sying, they went with Moses to the camp, and ap¬
plied themselves to business. Having received the
gift, they ministered the same as good stewards.
And now Moses was pleased that he had so many
to share with him in his work and honour. And,
(1.) Let the testimony of Moses be credited bv
those who desire to be in power, That government
is a burthen. It is a burthen of care and trouble to
these who make conscience of the duty of it; and
to those who do not, it will provea heavier burthen
in the day of account, when thev fall under the
doom of the unprofitable servant that buried his
talent. (2.) Let the example cf Muses be imitated
by those that are in power; let them m t despise
the advice and assistance of others, but desire it,
and be thankful for it; not co\ eting to monopolize
wisdom and power. In the multitude of counsel¬
lors there is safety.

31. And there went forth a wind from
the Lord, and brought quails from the sea,
and let them fall by the camp, as it were a
day's journey on this side, and as it were a
day's journey on the other side, round about
the camp, as it were two cubits high
upon the face of the earth. 32. And the
people stood up all that day, and all thai
night, and all the next day, and they
gathered the quails: he that gathered least
gathered ten homers: and thev spread
them all abroad for themselves round about
the camp. 33. And while the flesh ires

yet between their teeth, ere it was chewed,
the wrath of the Lout; was kindled against
the people, and the Loitn smote the people
with a very great plague. 34. And he
called the name of that place Kihroih-hat-
taavah: because there they buried the
people that lusted 35. And the people
journeyed from Kibroth-hattaavah unto
Hazeroth; and abode at ITazeroth.

God having perf< rmed Ids promise to .4loses,
gave liiin assessors in the government, and proving
therebv the power lie has over the spirits of men,
by his Spirit: he here performs his promise to the
people in giving tlieni flesh, and proving thereby
his power over the inferior c features, and his do¬
minion in the kingdom of nature. Observe,

1. How the great people were gratified with flesh
in abundance, v. 31. .4 mind (a south-east wind,
as appears, I's. 78. 26.) brought quails. It is uti-

eertain what sort of animals thev wet e; the psslnrrt
calls them f athered foml. or fowl of wing. The
lc: roc! lVe-hop Patrick inclines to agree with s< me
modern writer", who think they were Icos's, a
lirious sort < f food well known in these parts, the
rather, because they were brought with a wind,
lav in heaps, and were dried in the sun for use.
Whatever they were, they answered the intemVn,
thev served for a month's feast for Israel; such r,
indulgent Father was God to this froward family.
Locusts, that had been a plague to fruitful Egypt,
feeding upon the fruits, were a blessing to a barren
wilderness, being themselves fed upon.
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2. How greedy they were of this flesh that God
seat tliein; theyJlew upon the spoil with an insatia¬
ble appet tc, not regarding what Moses had told
them from God, that they would surfeit upon it, v.
32. Two days and a night they were at it, gather¬
ing flesh, thi every master of a family had brought
home ten homers, (that was ten ass-loads,) at least.
David longed for the water of the well of Bethle¬
hem, but would not drink it, when he had it, be¬
cause it was obtained by venturing; much more
reason these Israelites had to refuse this flesh,
which was obtained by murmuring, and which they
might easily perceive, by what Moses said, was
given them in anger; but those that are under the
power of a carnal mind will have their lusts fulfil¬
led, though it be to the certain damage and ruin of
their precious souls.

3. How dear they paid for their feasts, when it
came into the reckoning, v. 33, 7'he Lord smote
them with a very great plague; some bodily disease,
which probably was the effect of their surfeit, and
was the death of many of them, and those, it is
likely, the ringleaders in the mutiny. Note, God
often grants the desire of sinners in wrath, while he
denies the desires of his own people in love. He
gave them their request, but sent leanness into their
soul, Ps. 106. 15. By all that was said to them
they were not estranged from their lusts, and there-
f re, while the meat was in their mouths, the wrath
of (lod came upon them, Ps. 78. 30, 31. What we
ino-dinately desiie, if we obtain it, (we have reason
to fear,) will be some way or other a grief and cross
to us. God provided for them first, and then
plagued them, (1.) To save the reputation of his
own power; that it might not be said, "He would
not h me cut them off, had he been able to suffice
them." Ami, (2.) To show us the meaning cf the
prosperity of sinners; it is their preparation for
ruin, they arc fed as an ox for the slaughter.

Lastly, The remembrance of this is preserved
in the name given to the place, v. 34. Moses
called it Kibroth-haltaavah, the graves of luster ,
or of lust. And well it had been, if these graves
of Israel's lusters had proved the gra\ cs of Israel's
lust; the warning was designed to be so, but it had
not its due effect, for it follows, (Ps. 78. 32.) Lor
all this they sinned still.

CHAP. XII.
In the foregroins? chapter we had the vexation which the

people «-aye to Moses; in this we have his patience
tried In his own relations. I. Miriam and Aaron, his
own brother and sister, affronted him, v. 1..3. II. God
called them to an account for it, v. 4 ..9. III. Miriam
was smitten with a leprosy for it, v. 10. IV. Aaron
submits, and Moses meekly intercedes for her, v.
11..13. V. She is healed, but put to shame for seven
days, v. 14. .16. And this is recorded to show that the
best persons and families have both their follies and
their crosses.

I. A NDMiriamand Aaron spake against
J\_ Moses because of the Ethiopian

woman whom lie had married: for lie had
married an Ethiopian woman. 2. And
they said, Hath the Lord indeed spoken
only by Moses? Iiatli lie not spoken also by
us? And the Lord heard it. 3. (Now
the man Moses was very meek, above all
Ilie men which were upon the face of the
earth.)

Here is,
1. The unbecoming passion of Aaron and Miri¬

am, they spake against Moses, v. 1. If Moses,
that received so much honour from God, vet re¬
ceived so many slights and affronts from men, shall

any of us think such trials either strange or h r.i,
and be either provoked or discouraged by them.'
But who would have thought that disturbance
should be created to Moses, (1.) From those that
were themselves serious and good; nay, that were
eminent in religion, Miriam a prophetess, Aaron
the high priest, both of them joint commissioners
with Moses for the deliverance of Israel? Mic. 6.
4, Isent before thee Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.
(2.) From those that were hisnearest relations, his
own brother and sister, who shone so much by rays
borrowed from him ? Thus the spouse complains,
(Cant. 1. 6.) My mother's children were angry
with me; and quarrels among relations are in a
special mannei grievous: A brother offended is
harder to be won than a strong city. Yet this helps
to confirm the call of Moses, and shows that his
advancement was purely by the divine favour, and
not by any compact or collusion with his kindred,
who themselves grudged at his advancement.
Neither did any of our Saviour's kindred believe
on him, John 7". 5. It should seem that Miriam
began the quarrel, and Aaron, not having been
employed or consulted in the choice of the seventy
elders, was for the present somewhat disgusted,
and so was the sooner drawn in to take his sister's
part. It would grieve one to see the hand of Aaron
in so many trespasses, but it shows that the law
made men priests which had infirmity. Satan
prevailed first with Eve, and by her with Adam;
see what need we have to take heedof being drawn
into quarrels by our relations, fcr we know not how
great a matter a little fire may kindle. Aaron
ought to have remembered how Moses stood his
friend, when God was angry with him for making
the golden calf, (Dent. 9. 20.) and not to have ren¬
dered him evil for good.

Two things they quarrelled with Moses about.
[1.] About his marriage: some think a late mar¬
riage with a Cushite or Arabian; others because rt
Zipporah, whom, on this occasion, they called, in
scorn, an Ethiopian woman; and who, tliev insi¬
nuated, had too great an influence upon Moses in
the choice of these seventy elders; perhaps there
was some private falling out between Zipporah and
Miriam, which occasioned some hot words, and one
peevish reflection introduced another, till Moses
and Aaron came to be interested. [2.] About his
government; uc.t the mismanagement of it, but the
monopolizing of it, v. 2, " Hath the Lord spoken
only by Moses?" Must he only have the choice of
the persons on whom the spirit of prophecy shall
come? Hath he not s/ioken also by us ? Might not
we have had a hand in that affair, and preferred
our friends, as well as Moses his ? They could not
deny that God had spoken by Moses, but it was
plain that he had sometimes spoken also by them;
and that which they intended, was, to make them¬
selves equal with him, though God had so many-
ways distinguished him. Note, Striving to be
greatest, is a sin which easily besetsdisciples them¬
selves, and it is exceeding sinful. Even those that
are well preferred, arc seldom pleased if ethers be
better prefei red. Those that excel are commonlv
envied.

2. The wonderful patience of Moses under this
pro\ ocation. The Lordheard it, {v. 2.) but Mcses
himself took no notice of it, fcr (v. 3.) he was very-
meek. He had a great deal of reason to resent the
affront; it was ill-natured and ill-timed, when the
people were disposed to mutiny, and had latelv
gi\en him a great deal of vexation with their mur-
murings, which would be in danger of breaking out
again, when thus headed and counienanced by-
Aaron and Miriam; but he, as a deaf man, heard
not. When God's honour was concerned, as in the
case of the golden calf, no man more zealous than
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man more meek; as bold as a lion in the cause of
God, but as mild as a lamb in his own cause. God's
people are the mcik of the earth, (Zeph. 2. 3.) but
some are more remarkable than others for this
grace, as Moses, who was thus fitted for the work
he was called to, which required all the meekness
he had, and sometimes more. And sometimes the
unkindness of our friends is a greater .trial of our
meekness than the malice of our enemies. Christ
himself records hisown meekness, (Matth. 11. 29.)
Iam meek and lowly in heart; and the copy at
meekness which Christ has set was without a blot,
that of Moses was not.

4. And the Lord spake suddenly unto
Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam,
Come out ye three, unto the tabernacle of
the congregation. And they three came
out. 5. And the Lord came down in the
pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door of
the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miri¬
am: and they both came forth. G. And he
said, Hear now my words: If there be a
prophet among you,Ithe Lord will make
myself known unto him in a vision, and will
speak unto him in a dream. 7. My servant
Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine
house. 8. With him will 1 speak mouth
to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark
speeches; and the similitude of the Lord I
shall he behold: wherefore then were ye 1

not afraid to speak against my servant Mo¬
ses? 9. And the anger of the Lord was
kindledagainst them; and he departed.

Moses did not resent the injury done liirn, nor
complain of it to God, nor make any appeal to him,
but God resented it; he hears all we say in our
passion, and is a swift witness of our hasty speeches,
which is a reason why we should resolutely bridle
our tongues, that we speak not ill of others, and I
why we should patiently stop our ears, and not take
notice of it, if others speak ill of us. Iheard not,
for thou wilt hear, Ps. 38. 13 . . 15. The more 1

silent we are in our own cause, the more is God
engaged to plead it. The accused innocent needs
to say but little, if he knows'the judge himself will
ne his advocate.

I. The cause is called, and the parties are sum¬
moned forthwith to attend at the door of the taber¬
nacle, v. 4, 5. Moses had often showed himself
zealous for God's honour, and now God showed
himself zealous for his reputation; for those that
honour Cod he will honour, nor will he ever be
behind-hand with any that appear for him. Judges
of old sat in the g ite of the city to try causes, and j
so, on this occasion, the f-'heehinah in the cloud of
glorv stood at the door of the tabernacle, and Aaron
and Miriam, as delinquents, were called to the bar.

II. Aaron and Miriam were made to know, that,
great as thev were, they must not pretend to be
equal to Moses, n r set up as rivals with him, v.
0. .8. Were they prophets of the Lord? Of
Moses it might be truly said, lie more.

It was true that Chid put a great deal of honour
upon the prophets; however men mocked them
unl misused them, they were the favourites and
intimates of heaven. God made.himselfknown to
them, cither by dreams when they were asleep, or
bv ÿ isiens when they were awake, and by them
made himself known to others. And those arc

happy, those are great, truly great, truly happy, to
whom God makes himself known. Now he does
it not by dreams and \isions, as of old, but by the
S/iirit of wisdom and revelation, who makes known
those things to babes, which firofihets and kings
desired to see, and might not. Hence in the last
days, the days of the Messiah, the sons and daugh¬
ters are said to /irofihesu, (Joel 2. 28.) because
they shall be better acquainted with the mysteries
of the kingdom of grace than even the prophets
themselves weie; seeHeb. 1. 1, 2.

2. Yet the honour put upon Mcscs was far
greater, (v. 7.) My set-vant Moses is not so, he ex-
eels them all. To recompense Moses ft r his meek
and patient bearing of the affronts w hich Miriam
and Aaron gave him, God not only cleared him,
but praised him; and took that occasion to give him
an encomium, which remains upon record to i. s
immortal honour; and thus shall they that are i\ -
viled and persecuted frr righteousness' sake, have
a great reward in heaven, Christ will cci.fcss them
before his Father and the holv angels. (].) Most s
was a man of great integrity and tried fidelity. He
isfaithful in all my house. This is put first in his
character, because grace excels gifts, love excels
knowledge, and sincerity inthe sere ice of God puts
a greater honour upon a man, and lecemmends him
to the divine favour, 11101e than learning, abstruse
speculations, and an ability to sfieak with tongues.
This is that part of Moses's character which the
apostle quotes, when he would show that Christ
was greater than Moses; making it cut that he
was so in this chief instance of his greatness, foi
Moses was faithful only as a servant, but Christ a.
a son, Heb. 3. 2, 5, 6. Gcd intrusted Mcses to
deliver his mind in all things to Israel; Israel in¬
trusted him to treat for them with Gcd; and he wn«
faithful to both. He said and he did every thing
inthe management of that great affair as became an
h •nest good man, that aimed at nothingelse but the
honour of God, and the welfare of Israel. (2.)
Moses was therefore honoured with clearer disco¬
veries of God's mind, and a more iiitim: te cc nimu-
liication with God, than any ether prophet whatso¬
ever. He shall, [1.] Hear mere frcm God than
any other prophet, more clearly and distinetlv;
With him will Isfieak mouth to mouth, or face to
face, (Exocl. 33. 11.) as a man speaks to hisft tend,
whom he discourses with freely and familiarly, and
without any confusion or ccnsterm ti 11, such as
sometimes other prophets were under; as Ezeklel,
and Daniel, and St. Jehn himself, when God spake
to them. By other prophets, God sent to his people
reproofs, and predictions of good or evil, which
were properly enough delivered ill dark speeches,
figures, types, and parables; but by Moses lie gace
laws to bis people, and the institution of holy orcli
nances, which could by 110 means be delivered In
dark speeches, but must he expressed in the plain¬
est and most intelligible manner. [2.] lie shall
see more of God than any ether prophet; the
similitude of the Lordshall he behold, as he hath
seen in Horeb, when God proclaimed his name
before him. Yet he saw only the similitude of the
I,orcl, angels and glorified saints always behold the
face of our Father. Moses had the spirit of
prophery in a wav peculiar to himself, and which
set him far above all other prophets; yet he that is
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he,
much more does our Lord Jesus infinitely excel
him, Heb. 3. 1, fee.

Now let Miriam and Aaron consider who it was
that they insulted. Here ye not afraid to sfieak
against my servant Moses 'I Jgainst my servant,
against Moses ? so it runs in the original. "How
dare you abuse any servant of mine, especially such
a servant as Moses, who is a friend, a confidant,




