
CHEAT AND PRECIOUS

three days repentance will satisfy for all my wrong. For I

am sure, t'lere are many in hell, who did never get three

to think upon their former ways; therefore O come, come, and

embrace C irist presently. Now are ye all persuaded of this t

that ye shall once see death? Then study a tender wall:

believe me, here are mauy of us who shall go through death

with many bruised bones, because of untender walking before

God. We know it is not the multitude of words can

you to embrace Christ, for many of you never minded the thing.

But, believe me, death will preach these things to you in a more
terrible manner than we can do at this time. Therefore I say to

each of you, ' O prepare to meet thy God;' for if death find you
in an estranged state from God, \ cjefy the angels in heaven to

free you out of that estate: and the day is coming, wherein thcu

shalt cry out, O slighter of the great salvation that I am, I would
give ten thousand worlds for one sermon again that I once heard

wherein Christ was freely offered to me: when thou shalt be

tormented without hope of remedy; therefore, 'while it is to-

day, harden not your hearts/ for your late wishes shall not be
granted (when ye are gone) if ye make not haste. O therefore,

haste, haste in time, and come out from the land of your cap-
tivity, and from the house of your bondage, and take Christ for

your Redeemer, the guide of your youth, and old age. Now
unto him, who can lead you through all the steps betwix:
and heaven, be eternal praise. Amen.

GREAT and PRECIOUS

PROMISES.
SERMON I.

2 Peter i. 4. Whereby are given unto ur mtceeding great
and precious promises, that by these ycmh!.t be ;
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lutL

M \Y we not truly say, that if ever the Christians who livem these days shall be advanced to stand within the holy pla—,
and shall inherit everlasting life, all these who are now before
his throne, may lay aside their harps, and ghe us leave to ting.
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Will it not be a mystery, suppose ye, unto heavenly Enoch,
who spent so much of his time in communion and fellow-

ship with God, when he shall behold such Christians within
that everlasting rest, who have spent so little of their time
in corresponding with God? Will it not be a mystery unto
believing Abraham, when he shall behold such misbelievers,

such disputers of the promises of God, advanced to reign with
Christ? Will it not be a mystery unto wrestling Jacob, when he
shall behold those Christians crowned with immortal glory, who
did so little know what it was-as princes to wrestle with God,
till they did prevail? Will it not be a wonder to patient Job,

when he shall behold such impatient Christians, as we have been,

entering into that blessed place of repose? Will it not be a mys-
tery unto holy David, when he shall behold such unmortified

Christians entering within that city, into which no unclean thing

doth enter? Will it not be a mystery unto tender Josiah, to be-

hold such Christians as we are, who have our hearts dying as a.

atone within us, entering into heaven? Will it not be a mystery

unto upright Nathaniel, to behold such hypocritical Christians,

•as the most part of us are, entering within the holy place? And
to see those,who hath been clothed with hypocrisy and guile,now

clothed with the robes of immortal glory? And will it not be a

mystery unto self-denied Paul, when he shall behold such proud

and selfish Christians enter into heaven? Give me leave to say

this, go where we will, we shall be matchless and singular; for

if we shall go into eternity of pain, we shall be the greatest debtors

unto the infinite justice of God, in regard of the mercies we have

received: and if we shall enter into eternity of joy, we shall be

the greatest debtors unto the spotless grace of Christ, in regard of

the mercies we have abused. There shall be none in heaven like

unto us; and if we shall go to hell, there shall be few there that

may be compared unto us. And let me but add this further be-

fore I come to the words, go where we will, we shall be out of

doubt with our condition; within a short time we shall be ex-

alted above the reach of this misbelieving; a hypocrite shall be

depressed below the reach of his faith; and one who is gross in

nature, shall be abased beyond the reach of his presumption;

a Christian ere long shall misbelieve no more: a hypocrite ere

long shall believe no more; and one who is gross in nature, shall

ere long presume no more; there is no misbelief in heaven, and

there is no faith nor presumption of well-being in hell. But to

come to that which we intend to speak to, we told you, when
we first began our discourse upon that precious and exalted grace

of faith, under a twofold notion and consideration; First, As it

li justifying; and Secondly, As it is sanctifying. For the First, we
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resolve to speak to it in a twofold consideration; First, As it

closeth with Christ simply as the object upon which it resteth;

and of this we have spoken from that place, 1 John iii. 23. Se-

cond*'y, As it closeth with Christ, as is held forth in the promi-

ses; and now being to speak ot it in this consideration, we have

made choice of this place, in which these things concerning the

promise shortly, 1. Ye have that fountain and spring, from

whence the promises do flow, holden forth in the first words or

the verse, whereby (or, as the words may be more fitly render-

ed), bywhom> relating unto Jtsus Christ, who is the original

and spring of all the promises.

2. The properties of the promises; and these are, L The free-

dom of the promises, held forth in that word, given\ Whereby
are given; which speaketh this, that the promises are free gifts,

flowing only from good pleasure. 2. Their unchangeableness,

and that is holden forth in the word, given*, the gifes and call-

ing of God being without repentance. 3. That they are exceed-

ing great; and the promises are called great, either in respect of

the price that was laid down to purchase them; or they are

called great, in respect of the great things that are contained irt

them. 2. That they are precious. Now the promises are called

precious either in respect of their original, that they come from
precious Christ; or ehe in respect, of this, that they are the ob-
ject (I mean the object quo, or by which) of precious faith, as

it is called in the first verse of this chapter; or else they are pre-

cious, because they are the things which a Christian ought to

put an high esteem upon. For the word that is rendered pre-

cious, may likewise be rendered honourable. c Whereby are

given unto us exceeding great and honourable promises.'

3. We have holden forth in the words, the great advantages

of the promises; ' by them we are made partakers of the divine

nature/ Now this is not to be understood of any essential con-

version of our substance into the substance of God, but of a

Christian having the divine virtues of Jesus Christ impressed

upon his soul, and expressed in his life and conversation.

And there is this, Lastly, concerning the promises in the
word, * even the time when the promises are eminently accom-
plished;' it is. € when we have escaped,' or, as the word is,

' when we have fled from the corruptions that are in the world
through lust;* that is the time when a Christian meeteth with
the accomplishment of the promise.

Now, before we can speak to any of these, we must speak a
little unto some things as necessary to be known, in order to the
better understanding ot all. 1 We shall not dwell long in point-

ing out unto you what a promise is, we conceive it is a glorious
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discovery of the good will of God towards sinners, and withal

a purpose and intendment, and (if we may say) an engagement
to bestow some spiritual or temporal good upon them, or to with-

held some spiritual or temporal evil from them. And certain it

is, that in this description of the promise, there is a divine har-

mony betwixt mercy and truth, betwixt righteousnc: ~> 2v.d peace,

they kiss one another. Neither shall we stand long to point out

the distinction of the promises. I. There are some promises that

are conditional, and there are some promises that are abso-

lute promises are those that have no conditions annexed unto

the performance of them; such a promise as is this, c God
destroy the world no more by water:' that is an absolute promise;

such a promise was that of 'God's sending his Son into the world,'

that was an absolute promise; and such is that promise of conver-

sion, c in giving of the hearts of flesh,' it is an absolute promise.

As for the conditional promises, they are those that do require

some condition to be performed by the Christian before the ac-

complishment of the promises; such as the promise of salvation, it

requireth believing to go before it; < he that believeth, shall be

saved.' And pardon is promised unto a Christian upon repentance;

and yet, we confess, that there is not a conditional promise in all

the covenant of grace but may be reduced into an absolute pro-

mise, in regard that the thing promised (in the conditional pro-

mise) is an absolute free gift, and the condition of the promise

is another. 2. There are some promises that are temporal, and

some that are spiritual; temporal promises are those that pro-

mise some temporal thing unto a Christian; and spiritual pro-

mises are those that promise the bestowing of some thing that

ting concernment. 3. There are some promises that

lot accomplished in this life; such as this, * that we shall see

him aj he is, and shall be made like unto him.' But for the pro-

mises of faith and justification, these are accomplished in this life.

1. [here are some promises that are extraordinary, and there

are sc mises that are common; extraordinary promises are

: that are given to some particular believers as a singular

Liege; such was the promise that was given to Abraham, 4 in

:ed should all the families of the earth be blessed;' and that

use which was given to Rebecca, i that the elder should

: the younger.' As for common promises, they are those

that every believer in Christ hath a right to make use of.

Neither shall we stand long to point out, that it is the duty

q£ a Christian to be much in the exercise of faith upon the pro-

; it is clear from Psalm Ixii. S. * Trust in him at all times
' And it is clear, from the practice of that precious cloud

ef witnesses, recorded in Heb. xh who spent their days in em*
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bracing of the promises. But, 7. we would have you consider,

that it is more easy for a Unrip* cr to b itaal

promises, than to b naporal pi

Christ for eternal salvation, than to trust him for our daily I

when we are re.iuceel unto straits. And the proum
.oert this, may be these, 1. Beca

to believe that Christ's death h for the purcl . teni-

promises, <ore easily. he taketh up in pro-

>: for a Christ ve that such a thing was in

Christ's intention, as to die for his daily food; v. most

certain, if we consider it is a special mercy. 2 In a Christian's

believing of spiritual promises, there is often some sens,

son that helpeth him to the exercise of faith, at least t.

rot the contrary, out believe a temporal pi when a CI

strait, and he can see n< pre-

sent, sense and reason stands upon the top of I

erti him to despair: as for instance, when a Christian is "living

upon the top of a mountain, and knoweth net where to sjuj

f, to belie re is a promise u^on which he may rest,

that he shall nor want his food, but that the Loid hath service

for him, he will provide here; he hath not only reason to dis-

pute against it, but the strong pinching sense of hunger, both
crying out, c how can bread be given in the wilderness?1

3. The
temptations tha: assault a Christian, to misbelieve i . pro-

mises, are more suitable, and co-natural to a Christian, than

temptations th.it assault him in resring upon the spiritual pro-

mises". When a Christian is in straits in the world, the tempta-

tions that hinder his exercise of faith are mere consonr.

flesh and blood. We are ready to yield to misbelief then,

cause we think it is rational, and speaketh the truth. 4. A
Christian is often so affrighted by his daily failings, of some par-

ticular more gross out-breakings in his life, that howbei: he-

may, through .grace, be helped to believe that the Lord
make out the

so do him good in his latter end: yet he may be 33

and distrustful, in making use ol

mise, for t l any co

from as to this pr<

the Lord doth for

jance on their

punish h.

others. o. 1

to a present iite remaining in the best, that we are many r

Fy in our securities for the i than

that which is to comej and can more easily trust . 1 for
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cur souls, than for our bodies; so that though his naked word
will sometimes satisfy us for the one, yet it will not for the ou-

tlier. And the last ground of it may be with a Christian's unao
quaintedncss with that lot of exercising faith upon temporal pro-

mises; there being many who think that there is no use for faith,

except for salvation, and the things above, which maketh his

faith upon these more difficult, than upon promises that are spi-

ritual. And this may appear most clearly, in that we find men
more easily bear their spiritual wants (even a Christian who is

most exercised) than they bear their temporal wants. And more
corruption and impatience doth arise from temporal want, than
from spiritual want.

2. Consider, that all a Christian's duties are turned over into

promises: there is not a duty that is required of a Christian, but

it is converted into a promise. Is not faith a duty? in 1 John iii.

23. ' This is his commandment, that ye should believe.' And
is not that turned over into a promise? in Jer. iii. 19. ' Thou
shalt call me, my Father;' the word importeth not only an act

of necessity, but of violence, 4 thou shaltdoit.' And in the xiii. of

Zech. at theclose, * thou shaltcall me, thy Father/ and so in Ezek,

xi. 19. Is not mortification a Christian's duty? Col. iii. « Mortify-

therefore your members.' And it is turned over into a promise*

Jer. xxxii. 28. and Ezek. xxxvi. 20. where he promiseth, that he
will purge away all their uncleanness ' And it is most clear from
Micah vii. 16. < I will subdue (saith he) all thine iniquitieso' It is

not said i thou must subdue them/ but, ' I will do it.' Is not the

knowledge of God a commanded duty? And yet it is turned over

into a promise in the covenant of grace, * they shall know me
from the highest unto the lowest, neither shall there be need any

more that one should say, know the Lord, for they shall be taugln

of me.' Is not the commandment of fear your duty? as is clear

from Eccles. xii. IS. And yet that is likewise turned over into a

promise, i I will put my fear in their inward part, that they shaJJ

not depart away from me. 1 So tenderness is a Christian's duty,

and yet it is turned over into a promise, ' I will take away their

heart of stone, and give them an heart of flesh.' And that 1 may
say no more of this, look but unto these four places, and there

ye will see almost all duties turned over into promises, there i?

Jer. xxxi. Jer. xxxii. Ezek. xi. and Ezek. xxxvi. Ye will ser

all the duties of the covenant converted into promises. But may
not some say, what advantage is there of this? Much certainly

every way, that duties are turned over into promises. It may
give a Christian hope, that once he will perform those dutic;

Will ye not once be tender? Yes, certainly, because your tender

ik«s lieth within a promise, Will ye not be once much in ihe
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;e of fear? No doubt ye will, and the ground of it is this,

because our fear lieth within a promise, and so of the rest. And
2. (here is this advantage of it, that all the duties required o*

a Christian arc turned over into promises; because by this means

a Christian may goto God. when he cannot perform such a duty>

and desire him to fulfil his word, and accomplish his promise;

and so may make use, nor only of the omnipotency of God,

but of the faithfulness of God also. There is this third conside-

ration that we would propose, that there are some things of a

Christian within a promise, that he doth not believe to be within

it, especially these three*, 1. The challenges of a Christian are

within a promise, when ye are convinced, that is the accomplish-

ment of a promise; this is clear from Isa. xxx. 21. where con-

victions and challenges are turned over into a promise; i when
thou art turning unto the right hand, or to the left, thine ear

shall hear a voice behind thee, crying, this is the way, walk ye

in ft.* And it may be clear, that our convictions are the accom-

plishment of promises, because it is the woik of the Comforter,

as well as to convince, John xvi. 9, as it is for him to make one

to rejoice. And if a Christian could believe that his challenge?

were the accomplishment of a promise, he might embrace chal-

lenges, he might see the faithfulness of God in his challenges*

and he might see much love in his challenges. 2. A Christian's

cross is within a promise; so that when a Christian meets with

such afflictions, he may sit down and cry out, that is the accom-
plishment of a promise; and this is clear from Psalm Ixxxix SL
&2. where, in the midst of the promises cf the covenant of grace,

that promise, of visiting their iniquitieswith rods, is put in the bo-

som of them; and from Psalm cxix. 75. i In faithfulness hast thou
afflicted me.' Why doth David say, injaithjuhiess* It was this,

because this cross was the accomplishment of a promise; and it

may be clear also from that word, Heb. xii. 7. i Forget not the

exhortation, (speaking of the cross) the word is, * forget not the

consolation that speaketh unto you.' As if the Holy Ghost did say,

crosses do yield much consolation, as in verse II. « They yield

peaceable fruits of righteousness.' And if this were believed, that

our crosses were the accomplishment of the promises, it would
help a Christian unto much humble submi:sion, and there would
not be much murmuring under them if once we did believe that

they were the accomplishment of a promise. Yea, there is

advantage further, that if we did be. it our crosses were
the accomplishment cf a promise, we would be much in advanc-
ing holiness under our crosses. There is nothing that obstructeth

the sweet fruit of righteousness under a cross so much) as. im-

patience. And I would say this to commend the cress, a Chi 1

R
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never moveth so swiftly to heaven, as when he is under a sane-*

tified cross. A cross, when it is sanctified, will prove a Christian's

motion to heaven, more than the enjoyment. For our enjoy-

ments ordinarily do retard our way, as much as further it. And
there is this, Sdlyy that is within the promise, i even our daily

food, and the hairs of our head.' The hairs of a Christian's head
are all numbered, and within the covenant: so that ye may see

what a high respect Christ hath put upon Christians: this is clear

from that word, Psalm cxi. 5, 8. ' He hath given meat unto them
that fear him. He will ever be mindful of his covenant/

Ourfourth consideration shall be, to point out a little those

grounds upon which Christ doth delay his accomplishment of the

promises. It is certain, that Christians are oftentime put to this,

< doth his promise fail for evermore?' And cry out, « why art thou

become unto me as a liar, and as waters that fail?' And the

grounds of this delay are these; Christ knoweth that a Christian

can often better improve the delay of the accomplishment of the

promise, than he can improve the accomplishment itself. We
might find this in our experience, it being, for the most part,

easier for a Christian to bear his crosses, than to bear his enjoy-

ments. I think David had never so sweet a time, as when he

was pursued as a partridge by his son Absalom; then grace did

breathe forth most sweetly in his actions; but let David be under

prosperity, and then we see he falleth into the sin of adultery.

And therefore never repine when ye are under a cross; for cer-

tainlv, if we had spiritual understanding, we would not judge

it so great a hazard to be under a cross, as under prosperity,

since we have greater strength to bear the one, than to endure

the other. 2. The slothfulness of a Christian, to whom the pro-

mises are made, this makes the promises to be delayed in their

performance; as was clear in the people of Israel, they were forty

vears in the wilderness before the promise of entering into Ca-

naan was accomplished. It was a promise that could have been ac-

complished in a few days, and yet, because of their sin, it was

not accomplished for forty years; as ye may see from that word,

Numb. xiv. S3, 34% The accomplishment of the promise is de-

layed, that faith may be more exercised; this is clear from that

remarkable word, Psalm cxv. 10. c Until the time that his word

came;' that is, until the word of the Lord was accomplished;

* the word of the Lord tried him;' that is, it was the matter of his

exercise, an exercise especially unto faith. For indeed it is much
for a Christian to believe upon a word, when it is delayed in its

accomplishment. Thefourth ground of delay is, that the exer-

cise of prayer may be more; and it is certain, that the best im-

prO'vepient of delay is, to be much in prayer. The promises
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they occasion prayer; as is clear from Exod. iv. ult. « They be-

lieved, and bowed down their heads and worshipped. And from

2 Sam. vii. 27. where the great promises being made to D
he crieth out, € Therefore have I found in my heart to pray ihis

prayer unto God.' And it is clear from Psalm cxix. 49. ' Per-

form thy word unto thy servant, upon which thou hast caused me
to hope.' It is a bad improvement of delays, when we turn imj a-

tientj and it is a bad improvement of delays, when we quit our

confidence. Know, that promises are accomplished after delay?,

and they have a lustre upon them, that inay compense for all

the delays. 5. There is this other ground of the delays cf th.*

accomplishment of the promises, even that the thing which is pro-

mised may be sweet unto a Christian when it cometh. This is

clear from that word of Solomon, Prov. xiii. 12. i Hope deferred

maketh the heart sick; but when the desire doth come, it is as a

tree of life. O'. but a mercy that cometh unto a Christian through

a promise is sweet; yea, a drink of cold water taken up as the

accomplishment of a promise, is more sweet * than a feast of far

things full of marrow, of wine on the less well refined * To

take up your bread and your drink as the accomplishment ot

your promises, would make them refreshful to you. G. The
Lord delays his promises, that a Christian may be more in the ex-

ercise of dependence and may be always kept about the throne.

A Christian goeth to God from a threefold principle*, he gfteth

to God from a principle of faith, from a principle of nece»ty>
and from a principle of love. But would you know that which
putteth a Christian ofiencst to God? It is a principle of necessity.

And believe it, that if necessity did not drive a Christian unto the

foot of the throne, he would seldom go from a principle of love,

or from a principle of faith. And there is this last ground of the

delay of the accomplishment of the promises, that the glory of
the wisdom of God may appear, and the glory of his power in

the accomplishment of the promise. When the promise is lon^

beneath ground, then the wisdom and power cf God doth more
appear in the accomplishment of the promise. And from this I

would only say to Christians^ who are under this exercise, com-
plaining of the want of the performance cf the promises, these

few things. 1. Believe that the promise shall once be accomplish-

ed, that < though the vision tarry, yet at last it shall speak. 2. Be-
lieve that every hours delay of the accomplishment of the pro-
mises hath a sweet design of love; there is not one moment of
delay, but it is for the advantage of a Christian; as is clear from
that word, Rom. viii. 27. And 5. That promise, which1 ccmeth
after long delays, hath these three sweet and soul- refreshing at-

tendants; 1 . It is perfor >f sfeasonafcly. A Chri :
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will observe, will see infinite wisdom shining in timing the ac-

complishing of the promise to such a particular day; a Christian

will be constrained to cry of it, if the promise had been fulfilled

before, there had not been such art of wisdom appearing in the

performance of it. 2« That the promise, when it is accomplish-

ed, will engage a Christian more in the exercise of love, than for

promises accomplished at a short and smaller time. There is no-*

thing that will so inilame the soul with love, as to have a promise
accomplished after delays. And 3. The promises accomplished

after delays, have much sense waiting upon the performance
thereof. I hardly think a Christian ever met with the accomplish-

ment of a promise after long deiay, but his * soul was made as a

watered garden, and as springs of water, whose waters fail

not.
9

This promise falleth, and cometh to a Christian perfumed
with love.

Now we shall shut up our discourse at this time, and shall on-

ly speak to these six defects of a Christian's faith in believing ox

the promises. 1. That our faith is impatient, we cannot stay up-

on the promises if they be delayed. Hence ye will see, that in

scripture, patience is often annexed to faith; which speaketh this,

that it is impossible for a Christian to believe as he ought, who
wanteth the exercise of patience. So Heb. vi. 13. i Be ye follow-

ers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.*

And that word in Rev. < This is the faith and patience of the

saintf.' 2. Our faith, in closing with the promises is most un-

constant. A Christian, when first a promise is borne in upon his

spirit, will then believe the promise, and join with it: but after

six or seven days go about, he will change his faith; this is re-

markably clear from Exod. iv. 31. compared with Exod. vi. 9.

When first the promise cometh to the people of Israel, that they

shall go out of Egypt, it is said of them in the fourth chapter

at the close, i they believed the promises, and worshipped:' but

look to them in Exod. vi. 9. and there ye will see them not be-

lieving, because of i bitterness and anxiety of heart.' And I will

tell you the grounds why our faith is unconstant, I. Sometimes

the reading of a promise to a Christian will be as savoury meat:

sometimes, when a Christian will read one time in the covenant,

it will be perfumed with love, and his soul shall be transported

with joy after it; and at another time, when he shall read that

promise again, it will be c tasteless as the white of an egg, and as

his sorrowful meat.' 2. That we are not much in studying the

exercise of the things that are promised, which certainly would

cut short many of our debates. There is this third defect of our

faith, that we are not diligent. A diligent faith we call this, that

after a Christian hath believed, he would be much in the exercise
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of prayer, for the accomplishment of the promise; he would be

much in the exercise of meditation, to make that promise sweet

and lively unto him. And afourth defect is this, rwe build our

faith more upon dispensations, than upon the word: when dis-

pensations say that which the promise saith, then we will believe;

but when dispensations speak the contrary language unto the

promise, then we will reject our confidence and hope. I will tell

you great mysteries of believing. It is hard for a Christian to be-

lieve when the commentary seemeth to destroy the text; that

iSj when the commentary seemeth to declare that the promise

shall never be accomplished. In some it is this, it is hard to be-

lieve, when dispensations will say, the word of the Lord will

fail, and when promises bids you believe. 2. It is hard for a Chris-

tian to take impossibilities in the one hand, and the word of pro-

mise in the other, and say, O precious Christ, reconcile these two
together, that impossibilities do not destroy the promise, but that

the promise may be accomplished notwithstanding of this. 5. We
have these defects of faith amongst us, that we build our faith

more upon sense than upon the word of promise. When a Chris-

tian is in a good frame, he will believe; but when Christ hideth

his face, he will then give up his hope. And, lastly , There is this,

>ur faith upon the promises is general; we believe the truth

of the promises, but we study not to make a particular application

of them. I shall not stand long to make any use o£ what we have

spoken, only I would have the Christians of this age, and those

that are here, to go home with this conviction, the damnable
neglect of believing the promises. A Christian neglecteth these

three duties of religion most, the duty of self-examining, the

duty of beiieving the promises, and that noble soul-exalting duty

of meditation; these three duties a Christian doth so constantly

neglect, that he is almost above the reach of conviction that he
doth neglect them. But I would say a word unto those who
are destitute of the faith of the promises, and are strangers unto

those blessed things that are recorded in the covenant: and it

is ehis, doubtless ye must believe your senses, if ye will not be-

lieve his word. It is a question indeed, which cf all the senses

be most satisfied in heaven, whether that of seeing, * when
we shall behold the King in his beauty, and see him as he is?'

Or that of hearing, when he shall hear those melodious hallelujahs

of that innumerable company, which are about the throne, with-
out any jarring amongst them all? Or that of smelling, when we
$hall find the sweet perfume of his garments, which are perfum-
ed * with all the powders of the merchant? Or that of touching,
when we find Mary's inhibition taken off, « touch me not,' and
be admitted to embrace him, who now is ascended to the Fa-
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ther?* Or that of tasting, when we shall drink of those c river*

of consolation that shall never run dry?' This, I say, is indeed

a question: and give me leave to tell you, O atheists, enemies

of God! it is also a question, which of all the five senses of a

reprobate shall be most tormented in hell, and what would ye
answer to it now? Whether think ye the sense of sight, when
ye shall behold the dark ess of wrath, the devil and his angels,

and your fellow- prisoners in that dungeon? Or whether shall

your sense of hearing be most tormented in hell, when ye shall

hear those screekings and howlings that shall eternally ascend

up before God, from the souls that are in prison? Oh! but the

greatest enemy would have compassion on his enemy to hear

their cries. Or whether will ye say the sense of tasting shall be

most tormented, when yeshalldrink of those* rivers of brimstone?*

Or will the sense of touching, when ye shall be eternally scorched

with those flames, of eternal indignation? Or the sense of smell-

ing, when they shall eternally be, as it were, suffocated with the

smoke of that sulphureous furnace that shall never be quenched?

O think you, if Cain would come from hell and preach that

doctrine that we should not persecute the saints, would we listen

unto him? If Absalom should come from hell, and should preach

against the evil of ambition, would we listen unto him? And if

Ahithophel should rise from the dead, and preach that doctrine

unto you, 'let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,' would ye

£
4_op your ears? Or if Judas would come from hell, and preach

to you the evil of hypocrisy, in betraying the Son of man with

a kiss, would you believe him? Or if Dives, that is recorded in

the gospel, should come from hell, and choose that text to preach

upon, James v. 1. ' Go to ye rich men and howl, and weep for

your miseries that shall come upon you?' And if Demas would

come and second him with that word, i love not the world, nor

the things that are in the world? I fear ye would cry out, * we
will embrace that doctrine at another time.' We desire not to

insist much upon these. But O! to believe that there is an eter-

nity of pain, and that there is an eternity of joy. I will give you

a description of the atheist, and let him think upon it, it is easier

to convince hundreds of you that ye want the fear of God, than

that ye want the faith and love of God. Oh! an imaginary faith,

and a conceit of love! will ye never quit these two idols? I con-

fess, once ye shall have a faith that no man shall ever rob you

of; and that is, the faith of that truth, that when once ye enter

into eternity of pain, there is no redemption out of that place.

Awake, awake, for behold the Judge cometh, and he shall render

vengeance unto those that know him not. To his blessed 2nd

precious name, we desire to give praise.
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SERMON II.

2 Peter i. 4. Whereby are given unto us exceeding great

and precious promises, that by these ye might be partakers

of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in

the world through lust.

± HOUGH justice and judgment be the habitation of his

throne, yet mercy and truth did go before it, as two divine ushers

to convey us home unto God. There arc: two things that we
would have Christians principally to study. 1. That ye would
be much in the study of those wrongs and injuries that ye have

done to Christ. And 2. That ye would be much in the study

of those infinite acts of precious condescendency that Christ hath

manifested towards you. that the one may provoke you unto

sorrow and humility, and the other may provoke you unto a

sweet astonishment and admiration. And I would ask you this,

if Christ should present that challenge unto you, which Absalom
presented unto Hiishai, « is this thy kindness unto thy friend? O
beloved! what could you answer, when you were thus reprov-

ed? I think, if Christ has not forgetfulness for that blessed end,

to forget the wrongs and injuries of his own, I know not unto
what use Christ should have forgetfulness; for he knoweth not

what it is to forget our good works; but he hath a blessed art

of forgetting our wrongs; though we may say, on the contrary,

that we have a cursed art of forgetting them ourselves. There
are these three things that a Christian doth forget. 1. They
much forget Christ, that he is the great Author of the promises;

so that he may charge them with this, € why have ye forgotten

me?' 2. They forget their mercies, and those divine receipts of
love that Christ hath given unto them. 3. They forget even their

iniquity; yea, sometimes they forget them before Christ doth
forget them, and pass an act of pardon upon them. I shall not
stand long to plead with you for undervaluing of that blessevl

and noble Plant of Renown? I think, if there were no more to

evidence that low esteem which we have of Christ, but only this,

that we are so much in slighting the promises, it were more than
sufficient: but besides, is there not this to testify, how much
undervalue that holy and just one:' that ye study more to have
an outward conformity to him, than an inward? W? may caH
the Christians of the time Naphtali, they are as a hind let loose,'

and they give goodly words, but they do not give Christ goodly
practices. And there is this also, that testifieth our undervaluing
of Christ, that we slight so much secret and retired correspoD-
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dence and communion with htm: I suppose there are some here*

whose consciences beareth them record, that they do not exer-

cise themselves unto godliness. And I shall only say that word,
which Gideon spoke in another case, c if God be with us, how
then is all this come upon us? Such a spirit of formality, such

a spirit of laziness, such a spirit of hardness, and such a spirit of

undervaluing of Christ? I suppose, that if there was a chronicle

written of all the lives of the saints who have been since Adam's
days, and the Christians of this time were to read over that

chronicle, when they had read the life of Adam, they might
put this to the close of it, « my life is not like his-/ and when
they had read the life of Abel, they might put this to the close

of it, * my life is not like his-,' and when they had read thfe life

of Enoch, they might put this to the close of it, c my life is not

his.' Oh! to which of the saints can we go? And if we should

call, is there any that would answer you, * thy life is like mine?'

But to come to the words*, we told you, at the last occasion

that we spake upon them, that there were these things concern-

ing the promises held forth in them. 1 . The rise of the pro-

mises is held forth in these words, whereby; or, as we cleared,

the word may be thus rendered, by whom, which relateth unto
Jesus Christ.

The Second thing, concerning the promises held forth in the

verse is, the property of the promises, and they are these four;

1. That the promises are free, held forth in the words, c where-

by are given unto us/ all the promises of the everlasting cove-

nant are free, and not debt. There is that second property of

the promises, that they are unchangeable, held forth in the word,

given: the gifts and calling of God i being without repentance.'

And the third property of the promises was, that they were ex-

ceeding great. And the fmirth property of the promises are,

that they are exceeding precious*

The third thing concerning the promises, held forth in the

words is, the advantage that floweth to a Christian by the pro-

mises, c that by them they might be made partakers of the divine

nature.'

And the last thing concerning them was, the time when the

promises were especially accomplished, it was when i we had

escaped the pollution of the world through lust/

Now as for the First thing, viz. the fountain, original, and

rise of the promises, which is Jesus Christ, by zvhom. In speak-

ing unto this, we shall speak a little unto these twoc 2. In what

respects Christ may be said to be the fountain and original ol the

promises. And we conceive he may bs said to be so; 1st, Because
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he purchased :he promises unto us by his own precious blood.

There is not a promise in all the everlasting covenant, but it is

the price of the blood of the Son of God. This is clear in Eph.

ii. 12, 15. where speaking of the Gentiles, that they were stran-

gers unto the covenants of promise, hesetteth down, in the 13th

verse, the way by which they were brought near unto the cove-

nant, and had a right unto it, it was * through the blood of his

cross:' and it is clear in Eph. iii. 6. that the promises of the gos-

pel i were given unto us in him;' that is, through the purchase of

him, and his merits. And I Pet i. 19. where we are said « to be

bought by his blood/ or the promise ofredemption was the price

of blood. 2dly, Christ may be said to be the fountain of the

promises in this respect, that he is the person unto whom the pro-

mises of the covenant were first made, and through him are made
over unto us: this is clear in Gal. iii. 16. i The promises were
given unto Abraham; not unto many seeds, but as unto one; that

is, Christ: and it is clear from 2 Tim. i. 9- where the promises of

grace and salvation are said ' to be given unto us in him before the

world was made.' It is true, that the promises ai*e not given to

Christ considered only as the Son of God (for he had no other

relation to us than the Father, or the Holy Ghost), but yet they

are first made to him as the Mediator and f head of the church,

and as that blessed days-man, < King of saints,' and the great Lord
keeper of all the rights of the young heirs of glory; * and we all

receive of his fulness, and grace for grace. 3<%, There is this

respect in which Christ may be said to be the fountain of the pro-

mises, that it is by him we have a right unto all of them. This is

clear, 1 Cor. iii. 12, 13. where these two are conjoined, * ye are

Christ's; and then, 4 all things are yours.' If once a soul close,

with Christ in the covenant of promise, there is not one promise
in scripture but he may write this superscription above it, * thi*

is mine, this is mine. 4thly, Christ may be said to be the foun-

tain of the promises, in regard that he is the person who applieth

the promises, and maketh us to rest upon them, and to believe

them. This David did acknowledge, Psalm cxix. 46. i Re-
member the word unto thy servant, upon which thou hast caused
me to hop*.' As if David had said, i I had never believed a pro-

mise, except thou hadst caused me. And it is clear, Eph, ii. $.

Vhere faith is called ! the gift ex God:' even faith to believe the

promises is the royal donation and gift of Christ. 5thly9 He
may be said to be the fountain of the promises, in that he qua*
bfieth us for the accomplishment of them* Christ giveth us

strength to obey the condition that is annexed to the promises;

and Christ infuseth habitual grace in us, by which we may be:

helped to exercise faith unon them; so that, grant all the scrip*

3
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ture were promises, yet if Christ doth not help us, we would
never believe them, and there would never a promise be accom-
plished unto us. 6lk/i/

y The last respect, in which Christ may
be said to be the fountain of the promises, is that all the promises
of the everlasting covenant have their accomplishment through
him; according to that word, 2 Cor. i. 20. « All the promises
of God are in him, yea, and in him, Amen.' So that ye are to

bless Christ, not only for the giving of the promises, but for the
accomplishment of them also.

That which, Secondly, we shall speak to from this, that Christ
is the fountain of the promises, shall be to press upon Christians

these three excellent and soul-concerning duties. The^r^ duty
is, that they would not have a light account of the promises,

since they are the rivulets and streams that flow from that blessed

ocean. O! but if a Christian did believe, that the promise which
he hath for his daily bread was bought with the blood of the se-

cond Person of the blessed Trinity, would he not have an high
account of that promise? And let me tell you, it is impossible

for the promises to be in an high account with you, till once ye

reduce them unto their rise, and to their fountain. But once

know, that all the promises are sweet streams of love, that have
run through the heart of precious Christ, and from whence they

have flowed unto you; and then, when this is believed, how
shall ye sit down and comfort yourselves in the promises, and
rejoice exceedingly in them.

The second duty which we shall press upon you from this is,

that since Christ is the fountain and original of the promises, be
much in. the application of them. And here I shall speak a little

upon these' three things. 1. A little unto the evidences and
marks of those who have a right to apply the promises, and shall

only name unto you these few. The First is, to be a persoa

under convictions of sensible need and necessity of such a pro*

mise; have ye convictions of such a necessity? Then from that

ye may infer, I have a right to the promises; and are not these

p;lad tidings? 1 know there are some who are under such convic-

tions of their sins, that they think it boldness to apply the pro-

mises. But I would say this unto you, that if ye were under

sensible convictions of your lost estate, ye would give a world for

an hair of a,promise whereby to hang. Believe it, the exercise

of misbelief is never at its height, till ye would be content to

dig through the earth to get a promise; and till we were at that,

lhat our souls would pursue after them from the one end of thd

world to the other. And for the ground of this assertion, that

sensible necessity giveth a right to the promises; if ye. will look

to those great promises of the everlasting covenant^ are they not
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j^iventothat Christian who is under a need? Isa. lv. 1 8. andM
xi. 28. where the great promises of the gospel are given our,

the invitation of Jesus Christ is unto those who l are weary and

•heavy laden.' Christ would account it an excellent courtesy, that

ye should not dispute, but believe; and that ye would loo!: up-

on your necessities, as his call to believe the promises, 2, A per-

son, who hath an high account of the promises, hath a right to

apply them. Let once your soul close with Christ by faii.ii and

iove, and then you may with boldness close with the prom
I confess, if you were more in believing the promises, ye would

iiave a higher and more full esteem of them. Would yon

the reason why Christ is not accounted matchless? It is because

of this, our necessities of the promises are not always within our

sight, and our exercising of faith upon them is not our daily

work. 3. This looketh like a right to the promises, that which
is borne in upon a Christian's spirit, when he is near Gc
prayer, and is under some sensible exercise of his own infi: ..

he hath readily a right to apply the promises: as, for instance,

when a Christian is debarring himself out at Christ, which is

but an unpleasant exercise to meet with a promise borne i::

on their spirit, that giveth them some ground of hope, that they
may apply and rest upon Christ; or when a Christian is faint-

ing under affliction, and is like to give over to meet with a word
of promise borne in upon his spirit, that doth uphold him in the
day of his trial, he may probably conclude lie hath a right to be-
lieve that promise. 4. There is this evidence, persons who have
sin high account of the promises, have a right to apply them;
it is an excellent and most concerning work for a Christian to

believe the excellency of the promises, when he cannot have the*

actual application of them; for when once a Christian cometh
to this, that the great things of the ievej covenant
matchless in his eyes, then that is the valley of Achor, and a

door of hope, that ere long Christ will apply them. 5. When
a Christian hath great delight in the promises, when they arc

sweet to his taste, and are the refreshing and rejoicing of his
heart, that is an undeniable sign that he hath a right to make
use of such promises. Were your souls never refreshed by read-
ing of the boundless covenant of love, and the sweet promises
that are in it? I would have Christians to mar promises
that have upheld them in their straits; I would have them to
mark the promises that have been lively to their souls, and say,
this once was my goodly meat, and made me to rejoice in the
€ house of my affliction.' And I would have a Christian to mark the
time of the accomplishment of the promises, in which he will

infinite whdom shining, in i>j heal
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it such a time. And I would have a Christian to mark the
frame of his own spirit when the promises are accomplished (as

ye will often find in scripture), and by all this, you will often find

such a reviving and profitable delight in the promises, as shall

give a very full evidence of your right unto them. 6. Lastly,

When a Christian under straits C2n receive consolation from no
other thing, but all prove physicians of no value, and miserable

comforters. When a Christian is convinced, that there is no
joy to be had under such a cross but in the faith of the pro-

mises, that is an evidence that this person hath a right to the

promises. I would only say, O beloved in the Lord! is not this

your guilt, your undervaluing of the promises, and your little

exercise of faith? I would pose you with this, When last studied

ye to apply any promise of the covenant of grace? When last

did ye exercise faith upon any of them? Shall I tell you, what
is the practice of the most part of us? We study perhaps to ap-

ply one promise, but for the rest of the promises we lay them
aside and do totally neglect them. We study to apply the pro-

mises of salvation, apd of having redemption through Christ,

but for the promises of sanctification, for the promises to help

us to perform duties, for the promises to support us under the

cross, for the promises to comfort us in our way to heaven, for

promises in reference to all ordinary things, we are not much in

application to these. O! but if a Christian were believing the

promises, he might sit down, even while he is here, and sing

one of the songs of Zion, though yet 4 but in a strange land.'

Theseco?id thing that I shall speak unto upon the application

of the promises, shall be to propose unto you some rules, that

you would make use of in the application of them, and I shall

jiame unto you these.

First> Study these four things, one is the faithfulness and truth

of the promises, that such a thing is the saying of him who is

the € faithful witness, and Amen.* This was the practice of Paul,

1 Tim i. 10. The way how he was brought to make application

of the promises was, i. By laying down that conclusion, • this is

a faithful saying.* Rev. xxi, from the beginning to the 6 verse,

where there are great promises made, and much spoken to the

commendation of heaven, this is subjoined to the 6 verse, * These

are faithful and true sayings of God.' As if John had said, all

that I have spoken concerning heaven will be to no purpose, ex-

cept ye believe the truth of the promises. And this was the

practice of David, 2 Sam. vi. 28. « Thy words are true, O Lord:'

he subjoineth this unto the actual application of the promises.

2 Study the sweetness and excellency of the promises. This was

the practice of Paul, i Tim. i. 15. « This is a faithful saying^ and
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then he subjoineth, « and worthy of all acceptation.' And this

%as the practice of David, Psalm cxix 72. i I have esteemed the

law of thy mouth better than thousands of gold and silver.' O
such an opinion, to esteem the promises higher than thou-

sands of gold! It is heterodox against the most part of yon, that

prefer the world before the promises of the covenant. And it

was his practice, verse 103. and l(>2. I rejoice at thy word, as

one thai iindtth great spoil.' He had a higher account of the

promises, than to divide the spoil after war. 3. Let the Chris-

tian study the necessity that he hath of the promises, that there

is no way of winning above that necessity, but by closing with

the promise, and laying hold upon it. 4. Lastly, A Christian

should study the suitableness that is in the promises, to answer

their necessities, that if they be under need, there is a precious

way of remedy manifested unto them by these.

The second rule that we would prescribe in the application of

the promises is, that ye do not expect sensible comforts imme-
diately after ye have believed them. A Christian may apply

the promises, and yet want the joy and sweetness that is in them;
this is clear, Psalm cxix. $5. 4 My soulcleaveth unto the dust.'

There he is under much anxiety, and much sorrow; and yet he
is a believer of the promises in the mean time, as the words fol-

lowing do clear, ' quicken me according to thy word;' he layeth

claim to the promise; and this is clear in the 81 verse of that

Psalm. My soul doth faint within me;' there is much exercise

of sorrow, and yet he is a believer of the promise; but I hope
in thy word.' A Christian, after he hath believed the promise,

would put a blank in Christ's hand concerning the sweetness

of the promise, to be made out in its own time. What is sense?

It is the precious indulgence of Christ, that he giveth to his own.
I would press this upon you, prophesy nothing before your be-

lieving oi the promise; but having believed, ye may surely pro-

phesy, that the promise shall be accomplished in its own time,

and the word that he hath spoken, shall certainly come to pass.

But as for sense as for quickening, as for comforting, as for re-

ceiving, ye must put a blank in the hand oi Christ, to dispense

these things to you as he seeth fit.

The third rule in the application of the promise is, that ye
do not build your faith upon this, that the promises shall be ac-

complished, because probability and reason seem to say the thing.

I would say this to a Christian, that ye may oftentimes suspect

the promise not near to be accomplished, when reason saith,

behold the word of the Lord cometh; and that oftentimes the

Lord is nearer, when we begin to pass a conclusion, the wdtift

i* rot at hand, and the time of the accomplisuuKnt of tac pro-
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mises is not'jiear. Certainly, many times before Christ accom-
plish the promises, he will learn us to be living above sense and
reason; and he will have reason to submit to faith, he will have
probabilities to contradict the accomplishment of the promise?,

and when probabilities are furthest away, that is his time to work-,

this is clear in these two signal deliverances of the people of Israel

from Egypt and Babylon, Exod. iii. 4, 5. and Ezek. xxxvii. at

the beginning. And therefore, as a Christian would net quit his

hold of the promises, because dispensations seem to com:
the accomplishment of the promise, and sometimes crieth out,

* why art thou become unto me as a liar, and as waters that fail?'

So, on the other hand, ye are to build your faith upon the pre-

mises, and not upon dispensations, even when favourable, seeing

that we know the way that Christ taketh many times to accom-
plish the promises is by contrary means to our apprehension,
4 his paths are in the whirlwind, and his footsteps are not known. 1

And may we not cry out, * who can take up the way of God,
whose ways are more subtile than the way of an eagle in the

air, or the way of a serpent upon a reck, or the way of a ship

upon the sea?' &c.
Thefourth rule that we would prescribe unto you in the ap-

plication of the promise is, that ye would close absolutely with
the promises; I mean, without limiting the holy One. There
is limited closing with the promise, which is the frequent exer-

cise of our hearts; we will close with the promise, but with this

restraint laid upon Christ, that whensoever wc begin to believe

the promises, all things might go as we desire; and this is the

great occasion that we do so frequently reject our confidence,

and do refuse our hope, when God doth not answer our peremp-
tory expectations.

, 5. We give you this rule, that ye would eye Christ much in

the application cf the promises. There is a threefold sight of

Christ that a Christian sh'culd have when he applieth the pro-

mises: 1. A Christian should have a sight of the boundless and
condescending love of Christ, that so he may be constrained to

hope, and may be constrained Co love. 2. A Christian should eye

the faithfulness and unchangeableness of Christ, that what his

blessed lips have spoken, l he will also do, and what he hath said,

he will likewise bring to pass/ And 3. In the application of the

promises, he must eye the omnipotency of Christ, that what he
hath said he is able to bring to pass. And O! when shall we
have occasion to sing that song, < What hath God wrought for

us?' Which was the song that Balaam sung, who yet was but a

profane wretch.

6. There is this rule that we would prescribe unto you ia the
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application of the promises, that a Christian, after he hath ap-

plied them, would be much in the exercise of prayer for the

complishment of these promises. This was the practice of Da-
vid, 2 Sam. ii. 27. when God is passing many precious promises,

I doth subjoin that word, i Therefore have I found in mv
heart to pray this prayer. And we see in Ezek. xxxvi. 37. alon /

that chapter, God is passing most excellent promises: and yet in

verse 427. this is subjoined, ' For all those things, I will be inqtri

of by the house of Israel/ And in Jer. xxix. 10. 12. where th~

time is coming, when God would accomplish i his good word,*

(as he speaketb) that is subjoined in verse 12. c Thcn shall ve cali

upon n;e, and seek after me.' And Dan. ix. 2, 3. when Daniel

knew that the promise was near the time of its accomplishment,

then < he set himself to prayer and supplication, to seek the face

of God.' I would say these three words to a Christian; 1. The
smallest mercy that a Christian meeteth with, if he can call it

Samuel; that is,
i the son of prayer/ and if he can cali it Isaac;

:hat is, * the child of promise/ he may then, and doth ordinarily

receive much consolation in that mercy. O! but a mercy flow-

ing to a Christian through a promise, if it were but a drink of

cold water, and apiece of brown bread, it will be more excellent

cheer than all the dainties of the kings of the earth. Oi but to

eat and drink, taking these things as the accomplishment of the

promises, this would make us eat our bread * with singleness of

heart, and much cheerf ulness.' And there is this, 2dlj/ % I would
say unto you, when a promise is accomplished, and a Christian

is not much in the exercise of prayer, in the accomplishment or

it, one to a hundred if he lose not the sanctified use of the ac-

complishment of that promise. Ah! know ye not, that a pro-

mise, when it is accomplished, may be a curse to a Christian?

That word is most terrible, Mai. ii. 2^ i I will curse your bles-

sings.' And the last word that I would say to this is, that a Chris-

tian, who believerh the promise, notwithstanding that dispensa-

tions seem to contradict it, that promise shall be made most re-

freshful unto his spirit when it is accomplished. Ol but a Chris-

tian that never had much jealousy, nor much staj bout

the accomplishment of the promise, when it cometh, it will be
refreshful unto him. And believe it, there is not an hour's

entertainment, of jealousy about the accomplishment of the pro-

mise, but it will impair the sweetness of the promise, when it rs

accomplished, except so far that the transcendent and free love

cf Christ is seen in the accomplishment of them, notwitlnt;

ing of our misbelief.

Tne last rule that I shall ofler a Christian in his application of

the promises is, when ye meet wirh objections
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answer, but they do silence you; I will tell you what ye should

do with them, misken these obstructions, and lay them by.

This was the practice of believing Abraham, Rom. iv. 9. ' He
considered not his own body, being weak, and the deadness of
Sarah's womb/ The weakness of his own body, and the dead-

ness of Sarah's womb, were so strong objections in the way of

the accomplishment of the promises, that he could not answer
them; and the way he took to refute them was, « he did not con-

sider them;' he forgot, as it were, those objections, and went
about his duty.

The third thing that we shall speak to in relation to the ap-

plication of the promises, shall be somewhat for helping a Chris-

tian who is standing at too great a distance to get the promises

applied.

First j A Christian should be much in the study of those expe-

riences of the faithfulness of God, and what others hath met
with. When ye begin to apply a promise, ye may be helped in

the faith of applying them, by beholding those great records of
the faithfulness of God that are extant. This was the way the

angel took with Mary, Luke i. 36. where, helping her to believe

that promise, i that of her should be born the Messiah/ this i»

the way that he strengthened her, * thy cousin Elizabeth is now
with child, and hath gone six months, even she that was called

barren.' And I shall only name these two places in scripture,

which may help you exceedingly, and strengthen you to believe

the promises upon this account, 1. There is that word in Exod.

xii. 41. and 51. It is a most remarkable saying, ' At the end
oi four hundred and thirty years, on that very same day,' (there

was not one day missed after the time that was set, but accom-
plished) * in that very same day the^ came out.' And this is

marked in verse 51. again. And 2. There is that word, 1 Kings
viii. 56, where Solomon, when he is singing most sweetly to God,
taketh observation of this, < Lo, (saith he) there hath not failed

one word that God hath spoken to you by his servant Moses.'

Secondly, Ye should be much in the consideration of your own
experiences that you have in the accomplishment of the promises

formerly. This was the way that David took to strengthen him-?

self to believe the promises, " he that hath delivered me from the

rage of the lion, and the paw Ot the bear, he will deliver me
from this uncircumcised Philistine," 1 Sam. xvii. 5.5. and 57. 46.

And this was the practice of the apostle Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 17, 18.

« God hath delivered me from the cruel lion:' apd trom thence he

subjoineth, and the Lord will deliver me from every evil work.'

And this was his practice, 2 Cor. i. 10. where these three are

sweetly knit together, " God hath delivered rjj£j he doth deliver
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me, ami he shall deliver me,' There is one experience of this

kind that preacheth this unto you, O believe the promises,

and do not tall in question his faithfulness.

Thirdly, There is this help, that ye study much the excellency

of the promises, which is the most noble and excellent way to

move vou to apply the promises, according to that word, Psalm

cxix. 111. « I have made thy testimonies my heritage for ever/

and the ground often is this, because they are the rejoicing of

my heart.' The sweetness of the promises should engage our

hearts to apply them. And there is this fourth help, a Christian

should study the omnipotency of God, that he may be helped

to believe and apply the promises. This is clear in Zech. xii 1,

where God, going to many excellent promises, ushers in that

discourse with high and majestic descriptions of his power, that

he 4 stretcheth forth the heaven, and layeth the foundations of

the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within him/ And this

was the practice of Abraham, Rom. iv. 21. the way how he came

to believe the promise, * he counteth him able that made it,' that

he might perform it Sthly. For your help in applying of the

promises, study much the unchangeableness of Christ, and his

faithfulness, know that he is the same yesterday, and to-day, and

for ever. This was the way that Sarah came to the faith of the

promises, Heb xi. 11. * She believed:' and the ground of it is,

that she judged him faithful that had promised.* There is not

an act of misbelief that a Christian falleth into, but it saith, that

God is not faithful, and that he is not true.

Now the last dmy which we would press from this point, that

Christ is the fountain of the promises is. that we may have an

high esteem ot the promises, even of c Je-us Christ, in whom they

are yea, and Amen.' And [ shall close at this time with this, Are
there not many here that have no respect unto him, who is that

* faithfulness, and the Amen,' who hath promised i us himself

and all things?' \nd if ye will not take with the challenge, let

your hearts but answer thee two or three things, 1. Hath not

the loss of. things in the world affected your hearts more than
ever a asence from Christ did? hath it not? And can such a s ul

say, I have an high account of the Promiser? Is it possible, that

those, who will mourn more under the absence of their idols*

than for the want of Jesus Christ, that they can have an I

account of him? I am persuaded of this, there arc some merer,

that the loss of their goodg at sea hath diverted them
tl^eir night's rest, and \ et absence fromChrist never diverted I

from t e;r sleep one hour. O when did love to find out Jesus

Christ, and to enjoy his fellowship, make you rise op in the silent

watches of the night, and to pursue after him: 2. Ha\e not your
T
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souls delighted more in the enjoyment of the things of this world
than ever they did in the enjoyment of Christ? Is not this true,

that the increase of wine and oil, and of silver and gold, hath
affected your hearts more with joy, than ever Christ did? And
have you an high esteem of the Promiser? 3. Are you taking

delight to entertain fellowship and communion with the Pro-

miser? Is this true? When went you to your prayers, but ye

wearied ere ye went away? And have you an. high esteem of the

Promiser? Is not this the language of your hearts, 4 O when
shall the sabbath be over? And when shall the new moon be

gone, that I may pursue after my idols?' I would pose you with

this, if there were no eye to take notice of you, would you not

slight secret prayer? Would you not slight family prayer? We
- love not to serve Jesus Christ. I know there are atheists here,

who would love to go to heaven vithaut faith, love, prayer, and

repentance j they would love to goto heaven by a way never

one went before them. And now 1 shall say but this one wcrd

to you that are the heirs of the promise, and have the blessed

expectation of heavers, whatever (lie world do esteem of him,

O remember and comfort yourselves in the thoughts of the bles-

sed clay, when Christ (after he hath past the sentence of con-

demnation upon the wicked) shall go in upon the head of the

troops of the first-born, they shall walk before as through the

ports of the New Jerusalem, having crowns of immortal glory

upon their heads, and then shall follow after him his aagels,

and then shall fellow after him the blessed company of the

first-born, every one having the harps of God in their hands,

and they shall be singing as they enter in through the ports of

the city, 6 Hallelujah unto him that was ce*d, and is alive, and

now liveth for evermore/ Oh! to believe that day, when first

we shall enter in through the streets of the New Jerusalem, when

we shall be clothed in white robes, having crowns upon our

heads. O such a day! if it were believed, might make us often

shake our glass, and i stretch out our necks,' (as the word is,

Rom. xviii" 19.) till once we saw that blessed day approaching

us. There is no wearying in heaven, the premises are now ac-

complished unto them, and they are inheriting the promises.

When shall that word be accomplished, cr when shall we have

occasion to say it, Mark i. 36. ' Behold, all men seek after

thee?' O the word that these disciples spake to, Christ? O study

to love him? study to believe on him; for be persuaded, he is

upon his way: and I shall say no more but this, that all the

promises which are within the bonds of this everlasting cove-

nant! are Tea. and Amen, in an embraced Christ, and laid

hold on bv faith: so, I say, ail the curses that are in Deut. xxv,

28. and all the curses that are within the volume of the
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book of this covenant, shall be Tea%
and Amen, in a despised

Christ, and not be laid hold upon by faith.

SERMON III.

2 Peter i. 4. Whereby are given, unto us exceeding
/

and precious promises, that by theseye might be parta

of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in

the Wurtd through lust.

OOMETIMES the soul of a Christian doth move in the paths

of God, and in the way towards Zion, < as the chariots of Am-
minadab,' when they are under the soul-enlivening an i quick-

ening influences of heaven; and sometimes the soul of a Chris-

tian doth move in these blessed paths, as Pharaoh's chariots,

* they drive most heavily/ when there is a cloud between the

precious face of Christ and them. And we conceive, that sound
2nd spiritual exercise of faith upon the promises, would r

a Christian's motion more swift towards heaven. We gram:

that Christ hath three different ways of guiding sons and
daughters unto glory: 1. There are some whom Christ carrieth

to heaven in a chariot paved with love, who all their life have
lived within sight of that premised land, and were taken up
with the refreshing of heavenly joys; such an one was Enoch,
who spent his days in walking with God. 2. There are some
whom Christ puideth to heaven in a chariot drawn with soeckled

horses; they have mixed dispensations of sorrow and joy at-

tending them in their walk, and they have a winter and a sum-
mer; a night and a day; and such an one was Job. 3. There
are some whom Christ carrieth to heaven in a fiery chariot,

who all their life were under distracting terror of the Most
High, and were living perpetually, in their own apprehensions,

upon the borders of hell; and such an one was Heman, whom
Christ thus guided to heaven. However, if we shall go thore,

we need not much dispute the way how he came, * for he doth
all things well/ And, upon the other part, Satan hath three

different ways of guiding souls unto everlasting torment; there

are some Satan carrieth to hell in a chariot of delusion, making
them believe they are still going to heaven; and such are the

hypocrites in Zion. And 1 shad say, I think that chariot was
never so filled as it is in theso days. O fear that dreadful dis-

appointment which many of you (it is like) will meet with? \n
hypocrite hath strong hopes, strong idols, and strong delusions,

these are his three attendants. And there are some whom Sata*
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carrieth to hel) in a chariot of profanity, and ignorance of God,
f whose judgment goeth before hand,' and it is known that
they are going there * And there are some that Satan carrieth
to hell in a chariot of civility, whose religion stands in this,
f concerning the letter of the law to be blameless.' And cer-
tainly believing of the promise*, and studying to exercise iai rh
upon them, is that which might prevent many of these damna-
ble self-destroying and murdering delusions that are within some
of our breasts. There are three things in scripture that are
called prerous. Christ is sailed precious, 1 Pet ii. 7 Faith is

called precious 2 Pet. i. 1 Fo you that are partakers of the
like precious faith with us.' And the promises are called pre-
cious, in the words that we have read. And faith, as it were,
ha- h two blessed eyes, by one it beholdeth Christ, and by the

other it beholdeth the promises andfixeth itself upon them. O
Christians and expectants of heaven! would ye know what is

the cause of all the sad things that have befallen you in these

days? It is this, in short, ye believe not the promises, O
Christian what is the reason that ye carry not your crosses with
pitience? It is, because ye believe not the promises, by which
your souls must be upheld in the day of your affliction. O
Christians! what is the cause of your little mortification? Is it

not, because ye believe not the promises? For by them ye
should be made partakers of the divine nature.' O Christians,

what is the ground that you pray so little, and that you pray

with so little success? Is it not because ye believe not the pro-

mises? A Christian, when he goeth to pray, should take these

two things along with him: i. The sensible convictions of his

necessities; and, 2. the precious promise that is given to an-

swer that necessity: the one would provoke fervency, and the

other faith. Are there not some here, who know not what it is

to pray upon a promise, and that maker h you to pray to so lit-

tle purpose? O Christian, what is the reason of your so much
sorrow, and of your so little spiritual comfort? It is, that ye
believe not the promises. It is no wonder that your name is

called Marah, because ye exercise not faith upon the precious

promises of God. I think, without wronging you, or any that

are here. I doubt much if ever Christians had such hearts as the

most part of us have, O what a heart is it that can neither
* pray nor praise?' Both are like mysteries unto them. What a

heart is that, O Christian, that can neither believe promises, be-

lieve threatenings, nor obey commands? What a heart is that,

that can neither sorrow for sin, nor rejoice in God? And what

a heart is that, that neither lo\es Christ when he is present,

vox longs for him when he is absent? And what a heart is that,
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Christians, that can neither love heaven, nor fear hell? and
is there not such heaits with us, even with us who are here this

day:

it the hbt occasion we spake upon these words, we spoke a

little to the first thing in them, which was the rise and the ori-

i of the promises, held forth in that word whereby, or ly

«.' The second thing in the words was, the properties of

promises; and we told you, that there were these four held

forth in the words. Yhcfrst property of the promises is, that

they are free, which is imported in that word, are given. All

the promises oi the everlasting covenant, being the precious* and
free gifts of God. Hence you. will see, that oft-times the tenor

of the covenant of grace runs upon that strain, I will give j/ou^

as is clear, Jer. xxxii 39. I will give you one heart;
1 and

Ezek. xxxiv. 2(j. I will give you a new heart', and Ezek. xi.

1 ly I will give you an heart of iiesh.' It is the strain of the

;uage of the covenant of grace, to give.

Now in speaking upon this first property of the promises, to

their freedom, I shall speak a little unto these two; the first

thing shall be to point out unto you the way how a Christian

may win to the distinct uptaking of the freedom or the promises,

and then I shall from thence press some duties.

And, in short, as ro the first , we conceive that a Christian may
win to the distinct uptaking of the freedom of the promises, by
these considerations: 1 Let a Christian cast his eye- upon the

sweet rise and spring, or fountain of the promises, and there ye

will see their freedom shining most clear: for what is the foun-

tain of the promises? Is it not the boundless and everlasting love

of Christ? This is clear, Deut. vii. 8. where God giving a rea-

son of all the great things that he hath performed for them, he
s^tteth down the rise of it,

fc because 1 loved you y saith he. And
/igain the ground of this is, because 1 loved you There being

no reason of love, btitjove; and it is ciear, 2 .jam. vii. 2. where
David, having perceiveci many precious promises, setteth dov.n

the rise of ail these in that ver-e, • For thy word's sake (saith

he), and according to thine own heart, hast thou done all these

things, to make them known unto thy servant.'

\nd it is clear, Ezek. xvii. h>. where God calleth the time of
entering into covenant with them, a tune of Jove. Thar love

was eminently shining in that day, when God condescended to

covenant with them. And hence ye see in scripture, that the
promises ?re called by the name of mercy, Micah vii. 2 J.

pertorm the mercy to Abraham/ which is tne promises; and
they are so called, because mercy and boundless love i* the so^e

fountain and spring of all the^e promises. %dlj/
}
Consider the per-



GREAT AND PRECIOUS PROMISES.

who have a right to make use of the promises. Must not
the promises be free, when the proclamation is upon these terms,
Rev. xxi. 12. i Whosoever will let him come?' There is nothing
to give you a right to the promises, but only a willingness to

ace them; if ye will ye may take them. And Sdly, Ye may
read the freedom of the premises in this, that any condition

which is annexed to the promise, Christ giveth to the believer

strength to perform that condition. It is known, that faith is

the condition of the promises; and it is certain, that Christ giveth

a believer that condition, as well as be giveth him the promise.

Philip, i. 29. i To you it is given to believe. And Eph. ii. 8-

c It is the gift of God/ It is impossible for a Christian to per-

form the condition, except Christ, who is surety for him, did

perform it. Mhly, Ye may read the freedom of the promises,

if ye consider the time when they are accomplished, it is often

at sucli a time, when the Christian hath been, and is under no
very spiritual frame. Hence ye will see in Ezek. Xvi. 60, 61.

that when the promises are accomplished, God requireth * con-

fusion and blushing of face, because of their former ways, and
Ezek. xxxvi. when the promises are accomplished, then that

is the time when the Lord calleth them to ' Remember their

own evil ways, and their doings that were not good.' Yea, he
will have them and all the world to know, it is not for their

sakes that he doth this: therefore he commanded them to be
4 ashamed and confounded for their own ways, or the posture

they were in when he accomplished his promises. And if there

were no other thing to speak the freedom of the promises, but

the trusting of the accomplishment of them with such a frame,

it were more than sufficient. But besides this, see David's prac-

tice, 2 Sam. vii. 8. he readeth the freedom of the promises

from his own imperfections, c What am 1/ saith he, c and what

is my father's house, that thou shouldest have brought me
hitherto?' And even in the same text, there is an emphasis in

that word, to zis,
c whereby are given to us.' As if the Apostle

did say, to prove that the promises are gifts, I can bring no ar-

gument so strong as this, they are given to us.

Fifthly, Ye may read the freedom of the promises, if ye will

consider and take up the infinite fulness and all-sufficiency of the

Promiser, that there isnothing without himself that can persuade

him to give such promises. Hence you will see, Gen. xvii. J.

when he is making the covenant with Abraham, he putteth it

stiil in the frontispiece of the covenant, c I am God all-sufficient;

as it were to cut off all thoughts of merit that Abraham might

have; and that Abraham might be persuaded of this, that there

was an imaginable perfection in himself that could be the ground

and rise of such promises. And there is that, lastly> from which
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ye may read the freedom of the promise?, if ye consider the

greatness of these promises; if they were of a lower nature, then

were it less to be wondered, if merit should come in and plead

for itself* but when a Christian shall compare himself, and the

greatness of the promises together, he cannot but then sing that

:d song, ' These are the gifts and donations of God, and

what am I, and what is my father's house, that thou hast

ight me hitherto?

Now the second thing that we proposed to speak to is, to press

some duti?s upon you from this, that the promises are free-, and

we shall lay before you these three; The first is, that since the

promises of God are free, then as you would not destroy your

own souls, be much in making use and application of the pro-

Are not the promises your life? Did not all the saints

that went to heaven before us, go to heaven living upon the

promise? There was not a step of Abraham's life, but he walk-

ith a promise in it: there was not an affliction that Abra-

ham met with, but he took comfort to himself from the promi-

ses. And I shall remove these two mistakes that are incident

to Christians in the application of the promises, even from these

grounds, that' they are free.

TheJirst is this, There are some Christians that will not ap-

ply the promises, because they are under the convictions of their

own infirmities, and of their own baseness; so that when we
press you to believe them, ye reject this counsel, because ye con-

sult with your own infirmities. This was the practice of Da-
vid, Psalm xxii, 4. <J Our fathers trusted in thee; they trusted

and were delivered:" but he durst not, in the 6 verse, " But I

a worm, and not a man, I am a reproach among the people."

And it is the same divinity that is in these days, when we press

you to believe the promises, because of the great cloud of wit-

js that hath gone before you, that the promises.

O! say ye, if I were like David ?nd Abraham, I would believe

the promises, but truly D -

», who lived before

you, if I
•

:e my fathers, I v the promises,

but I am not like my father:. And therefore I would say to

you these two words.
1. Are you inferior or short unto David in holiness, or ne-

cessities? We do not question but all of you will answer, we are

not inferior to David in necessities, but in holiness; then, say

we, if ye be not inferior to David in necessities, but in holiness,

then make use of the promises; for as we cleared the last day,

necessity giveth a right in making use of the promises.

2. I would say, I am certainly persuaded, that sensible necessi-

ty would cut short many of our formal debate? iri closing with
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the promises; necessity (as ye use to speak) hath no law, and
necessity hath no manner. Let me say this to you, who will not
close with the promises, that if ye were under sensible necessity,

if Christ should forbid ycu to close with such a promise, ye would
close with it, though he forbade you, as the woman of Canaan
did; there is nothing but sensible necessity will overcome it:

necessity never disputes its right, for it goeth over the belly of

such a dispute, it presently makes use of that which its need
calleth for.

Secondly, There is that other mistake amongst Christians in

believing the promises, that they want the qualifications annex-
ed to them, and therefore they dare not believe the promises,

especially that promise of closing with Christ, they think they
are not under such a deep measure of humiliation, of sorrow
for sin, nor under such a lively apprehension of the excellency

of Christ. And I shall say but these six things unto those that

will not close with Christ, because they want qualifications, or

at least have not these qualifications after such a way. First, Let
me tell thee, O Christian that thus disputes, go between the first

step of a Christian's way to heaven, and the last, and see if ye
can behold a grave upon which this is written, vl Behold, here
u lierh a man or woman who came to Christ to embrace him, and
u he would not receive them." Did ye ever behold such a grave

as this? And why then do ye so much dispute? Will ye take a

trial of Christ, whether he will refuse you if ye come? And if

he refuse you, sure am i, he will do that which he never did to

any before you. The Second thing i would say to such is, that

the want of such degrees of such things, ought not to be aground
of your not closing with Christ; for it ye had the qualifications

that ye require, ve would maintain the same disputes that ye do
new: for when we desire you to close with Christ, ye answer,

that your sorrow is not come to such a height as it ought, nor

is your humiliation come to such a height as you pitch for your-

self to come. O Christian! if ye come to ten times more, and
yet ten times more, ye would have the same dispute then which
ye have now; and the ground of it is this, the more that a

Christian hath real sorrow, he will oftentimes be the more in

the apprehension that he hath no sorrow. Thirdly, If ye want
thequalifkations that are required in those that shouldclose with

Christ in the covenant of promise, then come to Christ to get

these qualifications. I wT ouid only ask at you, think ye to spin

sorrow tor sin out of y^ur own hearts? Think ye to spin humi-

liation for sin out of these wretched breasts of yours? Ye must

come to Christ for sorrow, as we'd as ye must come for life*

Fourthly, All those qualifications that are annexed unto that
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promise of closing with Christ and coming to him, point out ra-

ther the qualification of them that will come, than the qu

cation of those vrho ought to come. Ye read such a command
as that, ' Come unto me, all ye that are weary and heavy laden.

*

O, say ye, I am not weary, and I am not under the bim!

sin, therefore I cannot come. I will tell you what is the real

meaning of that command, Christ inviteth those who have the

greatest unwillingness, to come and get willingness: Hut withal,

it sheweththis, none will come to get rest from Christ, but those

who are first weary; and this is the Lord's method of working,

first to make weary, and then to ease; but no such matter in his

word, that first we must have a weariness of our own making,

or else he will not receive us. Now, but when ye come, ye will

be weary, and he will receive you.

Fifthly, Let me say to you who thus dispute, make your v

of qualifications the very ground of your closing with Christ, f

shall but in three places let you see this strange arguing ot I

in closing with the promises: there is that, Psalm xL 11, 12. < Let

thy truth continually preserve me;' that is, let thy *% b

accomplished, and made lively unto me, which are my
tion. And would ye know the ground and reason that he an-

nexeth unto this: i For (saith he) innumerable evils compass me
-about, they have taken such hold of me, that I am not able to

look up/ He maketh his very want of qualifications the ground
of his closing with the promise, and seeking the accomplishment

of it. And there is this second expression, which is most won-
derful, Psalm xxv. 1 1. David prayeth for the accomplishment of
f.hat promise, c pardon my sin,' upon that very same account, i be-

cause it is very great.' And I shall give you a third place, in

which the arguing by faith is most mysterious, Exod. xxxili. com-
pared with Exod. xxxiv. 9. In the first place, God denied

accomplishment of the promise, c of going up amongst the people.'

And the ground he giveth for it is, i Because (saith he) ye are a

stiff-necked people/ And, chapter xxiv. 9. when Ivloses is

ing for the accomplishment of the promise, 'That God \

go amongst them,' he taketh the same tit out of the mou^h
of God, « Go up amongst us; for (saith he) we are a stifr-necked

people;' God said, 'He would not go up, neyare a

necked people;' and Moses desireth him to go, because Oi this.

And there is this, lastly, that we would say unto you wh
much dispute, if ye would have those qualifications that ye want,
ye would study to close with Christ by faith. Would
sorrow for sin? then believe. Would ye have high thoughts of

Christ? then believe. Would ye have humiliation. ::ve:

for believing is a racther-p.race unto
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The second duty that we would press upon you from this

consideration, that the promises are free, is, that when the pro-

mises are given to you and are accomplished, ye would study to

be denied to any merit in yourselves, which we may suppose to

be the rise of the giving or accomplishing of the promises There
is nothing that a Christian re<jeiveth, but it is a fruit of infinite

love. There is not a conviction that trysteth a Christian, but it

is the fruir of infinire love. There is not one real sigh for sin,

but it ^s the fruit of infinite love. There is not one blink of the

precious countenance of Christ, hut it is a fruit of infinite love.

There is not the least degree of hatred against sin, but it is the

fruit of infinite love. There is not the least promise that is ac-

complished unto you but it is the fruit of infinite love. So that

upon your receipts from God, there is reason to sing that song,
* Not unto us, but unto thee doth belong the glory.' And there-

fore I would press this upon you, O Christian! reduce all your
mercies unto the fountain, and there sit down and pen songs of

everlasting praise unto him. Will ye but take a view of this,

there is not one bit of bread that ye eat that is within a promise,

but it is a mercy, that cometh running to you through the

bowels and tender heart of Christ: his heart is the fountain of
all our mercies, and they sweetly stream out of that precious foun-

tain: so that, if ye had no other thing to commend your mer-
cies from, but that it is a gift of the heart of Christ, ye may take

it in your arms upon this account, and solace yourselves with it.

The last duty that we would press upon you from this consi-

deration, that the promises are free, is this, ye should be study-

ing to close with Jesus Christ, who is promised, and freely held

out to you in the gospel. O sinner of eighty years old! O sinner

of sixty years old! O atheist of forty years old! and O sinner

of twenty years old and downward! I do here invite you, as the

ambassador of Jesus Carist, to embrace Christ, freely offered to

you in the promises j yea, I do invite you by all the virtues of

thatnobie Plant of renown, by that everlasting love that dwelleth

in his precious heart, by all the sufferings and wounds that he
received, by his eternal glory, and by all the blessings and joys

of heaven, and by that love which ye owe to your own precious

and immortal souls, that ye would come and embrace him freely

offered unto you in the gospel. And for the further pressing of

this, and for clearing of the way of your closing with him, I

shall. First, propose 6ome gospel mysteries, and sweetly agreeing

contradictions, (if so we may speak) held forth in scripture, 1.

* Come and buy Christ, and yet buy him without money j* that

is, come and receive Christ, and ye snail have as unquestionable *
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right to him, as if ye had bought him, that is, to ' buy him with-

out money.' Ye have not Sing to commend you to Christ but

necessities: and necessities bid you go, and Christ biddeth yoa

come, why then will ye sit that call? 2. Wnat a gospel-mystery

is that, 4 Ye are to buy Christ, and he is above price!' there is no-

thing that we can give to buy that * pearl of great price .' and yet

we must buy him: then the meaning is. come, and buy Christ

by faith, and by forsaking of your idols, this is all the price that

he doth require for himself; and so he requireth nothing of you,

but what he himself doth give, or what is both your duty and

advantage to forsake, and which is no gain for him to receive.

Christ is not enriched by your hearts, and by giving of your

consent to him. 3. This is a gospel mystery, that we are to buy
without money, and without price, and yet to buy with a price!

according to that word, Prov. xvii. 17. 'There is a price pu in

the hand of fools to buy wisdom.' And what is the meaning of

that, ' to buy with price, and to buy without price?' It is in

short this, though Christ be offered to you in the gospel freely,

ye must not sit down, but be active in closing with him. What
is cue price that Christ requireth of you? It is even this, that ye
would forsake your soul-destroying idols, and that ye would
forsake your former evil ways, and take hold of the present op-

portunity for embracing him And O cursed shall the heart be
that wili not embrace Christ! O but to have him one hour in

our arms, it were well worth ten thousand eternities of the en-

joyments of all things that are here belowl ye would never open
your arms again to another lover, if once ye had him between
your breasts. O but « sight of him, who now is the eternal

ravishment of all that are above, would transport your hearts

with joy, with delight, and admiration above all expression. 4.

Tnere is this gospel-mystery, by which we would press you to

embrace Christ, a Christian must buy Christ, and yet he must
have him freely. Is there not an inconsistency, do you suppose,

between buying and having freely? But I would say this to clear

it, Christ is both the seller, he is the ware, and he is ihe buyer,

Christ presenteth himself unto your hearts, and he desireth to

sell himself, and he persuadeth, and freely enableth you to buy
him. I will tell you what Christ doth, he standeth without our
hearts, and within our hearts; he standeth without, and knocke h
by the word, and he standeth within and openeth by his Spirit-

Christ, he both commandeth and he obeyeth, both within docr^
and without doors, and ail ttfts he doth freely.

The Second thing I shall say to persuade your hezrt to take

Christ, freely promised and offered unto you, shall be this, wili

ye consider that there is willingness in die heart of Christ to \




