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anfwes to the Rich man, Lsk.16.31,

For the Scriptures haue been approoued from time to time
to be the Word of God, and the ground ofall writingy fpea-
king and preaching, haunm fully declared the whole willof
(J()d

77e 1. Thatweefecke not any other meanes to breed Faich
befides the Word.

Sccondly, that thisbe a ftrong motiue to Rirre vpro hauve it
in highaccount.
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AN EXPOSITION VPON
THE THIRD OF Toux.

IToh,3.29,30.

He that baththe Bride, is the I)’rm'fgraamf but tbefn'ena'of
the Bridegrome, which [fandeth andbearcil him, rua}ruu
grea:/] becanfe of the Bridegroomesvoyce : This my oy there-
Fore ssfalfilled.

He muft increafe.but Imuf} decreafe,

‘Hefe words are part of that tellinony which Jobn
| gauc concerning Chiift, lebeginnethatthe 27,
veric.

In it wee may obferuc thefe foure diflinét

o poines ¢

Firft, the {ree comcﬂ'onr,:at Lobszketh ofhis owne pro-
fcﬁ‘on'md:‘ sverth2 7,28, Tothes < blerue,

1. Wheree his G { s, 1tz.ﬂoch~aucn.
Thisatfoords many iaftructions + St that man hath nothing,
nor abiliry,&c. of himielfe, buttromubouc: which teructh o
humble vs, Romr.14. Secondiv,thas cuery “\Ldlu.t thing coin-
mcth humHmLm-j whiether ipiricuaii oy temporall, ’rm xrh
(O35 Thi

3




An Expofition vpos  VERS.20,30.

This fheweth whether to haue recourfe for a {upply of our
wants, and to whom to giue thankes when we haue receiued
anyletlings. Thirdly,that God,as he beftowethall things on
men,{e he proportioneth them accordingly to cuery man. This
{heweth, that wee areto obferue our owne gifts and callings,
and herewith to becontented.

2. VWhat his Calling was the declaration is partly negatiue,
[7am not Chriff:] Athrmatiuc; [bue I ams fent before him.)
This theweth the integrity of Zobs, that Jobn would fo abafe
himfelfe, and aeknowledge his place, not onely before ftran-
aers, but alfohisfriends, euen fuch as would haueateributed
greater mateers vaeo him,

7 hat [ hane faid | viz, feuen timesrecorded by the Euange«
tifts, This fheweth vs,that we muft be conftant inour integri-
ric. Againe,in that thefe witnefles (o often did talke of the pre-
heminence of John aboue Chrift,and would not after fomany
{ayings of Johnbe perfwaded,we fee how dangerous athing ic
isto haue a wrong conceit fixed inour minde: wherefore we
onghtto labour to preuent and redrefle {peedily all crrors
in tudgement,

1 anr not the Chrift.] Why? becaufe his difciples would haue
made Lim the Chrift. This learnes vs not to take to vsany
Hornour or Calling that belongs not vnto vsastitles, and the
like.

Rt [ amfent before bims] thatis, Tam the feruant of Chrifd
Thisteacheth vs, thatinno hand we be athamed ofthat Cal-
fing whereunto God hath called vs, howtfoeuer it may fecme
bate inthe world.

The lecond point is the comparifon betweene himfelfe and
Clirit,and thereby fheweth how much more excellent Chrift
isthenhimfelfe, istwotold : fir}, in the 29. verte : fecondly,in
the qo.verfe.

Fielt,lct vs fee the literall meaning,

Bride. Bridegreome.| Thefetermes are vied for new marri-
ed perfons, andinthe originall not onely fo, but for thofe that
arc onely contracted.  And this racher is meant here,becaufe
the time of folemnization of the marriage betweene Chriftand
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the Church is not to be holden till theend of the World, in the
Kingdomeof Heauen.

Thefriend] Thatis fuch a one asthe Bridegroome deputeth
in his {tead to wooe the Bride, weyertus: 6-, 10 bring her home,
to prouide for the marriage,&c.

Standeth and beavesh bim | and veioyceth becanfe of the
Bridegroomes woyce.| Heereioycethtor the good end of his
feruice,and that the Dridegroome doth in perfon performe
that,which he did for him.

2. The Allegory. The Bride is the Church ; the Bride-
groome is Chrilt ; the Fiiend ot the Bridegroome is here mcant
purticularly Zobn, who was {ent to preparc the Bride for
Chrift: for thiswasthe end of his Calling, Now hee hearing
that Chrilt is come, and himf{clfe fpeaketh to his Bride, and
that the people hearken voto hun,now doth he reioyce, scc.

Now theapplication is excellent and very fit, to conuince
that enuious and ambitious conceit which poffefled the ditci-
ples minds,concerning the greatefle of Johnaboue Chritt, 1
amnot (faith John) the Bridegroome, but the Friend fent to
Prcpnrc,and fit the Bri‘dc tor h.im : now }low greata finne and
offence wereit for vs,if being ientto woe forthe Bridegroome,
1 (hould {peake formy felfe it T thould takethe honour due to
him,vpon my felfe,and fo caufe the Bride to commitidelaury,
and fpiricuall fornication with another man,

Now come we to the initructions arifing from the maine
fcope of thefe verfes, which isto (hew the grea: difference that
is berweene the Miniftersand Chrift. Wee may obftiue, firlt,
the Comparifon : fecondly,the Interence.

The Comparifon theweth, firlt,the placcof Chrift, and the
phcc otthe Church. The pointis; Chrittis theonely Biide-
croome and Husband of the Church, and the Churchisthe
Spoute and Bride oncly of Chrift. Whence izis thacinch tities
of Head, Husband, Bridegroome. are ginien o Chritt onely i
relation to the Church; of\Wife, Loue, Spoule, to the Church
onely in relation to Chrift: 1.Ceri1 1.3 £05.5.2 5. Mar 9,15,
Ephefis.23.and inthebooke of the Canacles, Chap.q.8. Eph.

5423

Three



104

the thirdof lou N VERS.26,30

Theee clpeciall reafons there are why 2 manhath the pre-
rogatiuc to iv: a Pridegroome.

1. Thegiftand couient of the Parents,

2. The louc and choice of'the party, that is the Bride-

5. The willing confent and liking of the Bride.
t. ioh17 6,9,11,23,25. The Church,is the gift of the Fa«
rher.

2, Ephefis.25. eAil20.28, Hefi2.19,20, The loue and
choice o Chrift,Epbe/.5.26.

7. Cant.2.16.Ephe(.5.24. Thegood liking and willing o-
e fience of the Church.

This thenis the prerogatiue that is due onely to Chrift.

172, This commends vnto vs the great loue of Chiiftin
vouchfafing this honour to the Church, to debafe himfelfe fo
iarre as tobe her Bridegroome. Whereas indeed the beft in the
Church may {ay as lobn, AMat. 3. 1n.1amnot worthy to car-
vy his thoocs jand as Absgaile taid,when (he (hould be D awids
wite 1 Sam.25.41

When Heffer was taken to be Abafhuerafh his wife though
{he werca poore captiue, yetwas there fome caule why the
King loued her, wiz. becaute (he pleaed bim,Effer 2.9, butin
the Church there isno caufe why Chrift thould caf} his loue on
her,asappeares, Ezek. 16,6,

2. How carcfull oughe we to be in pleafing of him,and by
louc to anfiwer this his loue, to carry our filues reuerently, to
{ubiest our felues vito his commandements, to {ecke his ho-
naur ot to carry our felues rebellioutly, prefumpruoufly, and
proudly.

Againe,this is matter not onely of in(truttion, butoftriall
alfo,whether weeare ofihe Churchyorno. This willappeare
by cur carriage : for itwe be proud, contemptucusofour bre-
thien, worldlings, couctous,&c. it fhewves, that che Spirit of
Chiritt is notin vs, whercby weeaic vnited vnto him,and one
vugo anorher ; ifitwere,then would the fiuics chereot be da v,
a5 loue, meckencefic, &c.

“or Confelation: firft, that fo Chrift wiil pcrfomict!;:
dutics
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duties of marriage ; what are they ? That he will prozedt and

detend,and prowde for her : for he isbothable,becavie God ;
and willing,becaufe he was not conltrained to take the Church
for his Spoule,Gen.20.16. Sccondly, fo Chriftisa companion
with vsinalldiftrefles, 4.9, though he wercin Fleauen, yer
by vertue of this vnion he svas perfecuted : fo AZar.2g.pennls,
Heb,2.17. Thirdly the Law ofmarriage requireth, that there
be a communication of allthe goods ot the Husband with the
Wife. Now Chrift is rich, and full of grace, and (0 isthe
Church,?/fat.45.13.

Though the Church flartafide fometime,yet doth not Ged
caltheraway,Zer.3.11. Ezek.33.10,11.

Yea,fuch grace is giuen the Church, that fhe fhall neuer fall
away finally, Roms.11.29. Joh.10.28. Joh.13.1. So that this
bondisindifloluble, andneuerto bebroken, which isanother
confolation we receiue from hence, that we are the Spouft of
Chrift.

4. Forrefutation : So the title giuen to the Popeof Rome
to be Head of the Church, is mottdifhonourabie and deroga-
tory to Chrift. Heeis not{o the Friend of Chrift, but plaine
Aundcliift,arrogating chat honour to him, which is duconcly
to Chiift, 2. Cor, 11, 2. our Husband. /fohns difciples would
faine have made him Pope t00,but he refufed .

2. The comparifon fheweth the place, and duty of the Mi-
niftersof Christ,

Dot Mmiiters of Chrilt Telus are friends of the Dride-
zroome,whom Chrit vieth to call home, the bride, as Leremy
vias,cape3. 1. and Hofichap.2.t. Cilateh.gais. childrenof the
Muarriage-chamber.

Thereafon why icpleatech Chnft to haue there fricids, is,
firil, for the honour of limiclfe ; +s itis the honour ofag
man,uot to docall by himicite. Secondty, tor the tood o:
Chureh; thae the Church might more familiarly receive the
Word by the Minillery of man, which would be aftonitied
The thould now heare Chrift {peaking toher from Heauza i
his Maictty and glory. Thirdly,this isa meanesto wriethe fim-
pleand pure obedience of the Church, chatthee doth noih
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much rzgard the meflengers, as the meffage, becaufe it is her
busbands will, and fo the wiliobey it by whomfocuer fhe re-
cciues the knowledgeot e,

Ufe. This theweth che dignity and excellencey of the Mini-
fers Calling,

2, Toteach Minitters tobe carcfuil in the difcharge oftheir
duues,feeing their calling 15 fo weighty.

Now let vsfee what duties belong to the Miriflers, as they
are the Friends of Chrift. They are thefe:

1, To beSutorsto the Bride, 2.Cer.5.20.t0 labour to win
many wiues for Chrift.

2. When people are wonne and conuerted, thentokeepe
them from Qarting backe,and following ftrange flefh: for Mi-
niftersare nor onely planters, butalio waterers, and Nurfesto
bring vp, as wellas fathers to beget children vato God ; andif
they continue not to the end, thefe lofe the fruit and recom-
sance of all their former labourss
" 5. 1fby the temprationschey tall then to labour to recluime
them, Lk, 15, Chrilt theweth hisaffe&tion there by thofe Pa-
rablesofthe loft fheepe, and Prodigall childe asa pacterne for
all Miniftersto be fo minded.

4+ To haue a fpeciall care to maintaine the honour ducte
Chnitt enzire vato him, notto part {takes with him,or to wooe
tor chemtelues as Jobm would not here,and the Apofiles, Aés
112,16,

5. Tobeattentive to the Dridegroome, to heare his will,
and o teach itthe Church; which duty ishere,ver{.zg.expref-
fed rand Ezek3.17. 1.70b.1.1. Which ferues to condemnc ig-
sorznt Minilters, and thote alfo that hearken to thevoyee of
other, or deliuer their owneconceits, and fuch asthe Papitls,
thattike of nothing but the voyce ofthe Church: fobn faith
licre heareth Him,not her ver{ 29,

¢.The laR s allo haid downe here namely,to reio yce where
neople come vato Chiriftthat fo Chrift may {peake vato theim,
wnd they fubmitthemfelues to him, Thisought tobeetheful-
nesof a Minifters ioy when he feech this fruitand poswer of his
~uiniflery inwinning loulesto Chrift: 1.74,2.19. 48118 22,
Ve,
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Verl. 50. Hemnftincreafebut Imuf decreafe,
31, Hethot commeth fromabone,is abone all : Le that is of 1)
earth,is earthly,and[feaketh of the carth = bee that cemmet)s
from heanen is aboue al :
32, Andwhat he bath feene and heard,thas be teftifices, and ro
manrecesneth bes teffimony.

N the thirtieth verfeis noted the {econd inference, inferiad

fromthe former comparifon; as ifhee had faid, Now the
Bridegroome himlelfe is come, mine office of preparing tlic
Bridc isfinifhed ; therefore fhall [ decreafz both i the minttle-
riall fundtion : for now the people will flocke vato him, and
leaue me,asalfo in that credic and prefent account which they
carry of me becaufc they {hall now reuerence admire,and ho-
nour Chrift.

Thisthen thathere is {poken of fohns decreafing is not meant
as concerning the authority of /ohns Doltrine, or his faithiul-
nefle in his Calling,which canncuer be diminifhed, but as fong
asthe World flands, fohn wil be found to haue been moft faicha
full in his Office.

Now to fhew that this came not by his owne neglicence ot
by Chrifls pride and ambition but oncly by the willof God, he
putsamulttoit [/maft increafe, ¢re.

From this humiliation of John wee may learne diner: good
leffons, as

Firft,this teacheth Minifters that they fhould notbee grie-
ued, though they grow into dilgrace, and fmall accounta-
mnongft men,if1o be that thezeby any glory may bee gotvate
Chrift.

Sccondiy thatthe more men are efteamed the lefle account
ismade ot Chrift ; and contrariwife the morcaccount ismade
ot Chrift,the lefle will mai bee elteemed 5 asis pliine by the
example ofthe Corinthiins, 1.Cor.3.4, and by thacholy ica-
loufie which the godly Miniftershaue had, when they percei-
uced much people to flocke about them.

The vieisto teach vs, to fixe our cyeson Chritand God,
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and not zo dote on mans worthinefle 1nd no[io , much to haue

their perfons i adii mnon as thclr Callings, and ctpecially
[113‘ m"]’U'C W nALH( \C) ;)[ln" tloln ()O {
Nedd v, that where Chnlt thineth, lefler lights are ob tu
asatthe cot nming ot Chiif, dﬂd preachimg of the Golt
Tyoes Ccremonm and idaxln {hado- \\mt( e Law
o obt med‘ 2. Per.1.19.or he is the Day-flas and the true
col'r <“1'cnm“cﬂ..

This teacheth vsto be afhamed ofourignorance in thefe
es that the Gotpell thineth fo brightvponvsjand yet wee
210 thclvnhtthcxco'

2, Imtnbum dcw‘cand foolith concaicof fome, whe
celle@ttrom hence, that /olm was borne in that tm‘cotnl e
veere whenthe d1) es decreate, and Cliriit when they incrcate
andthereupon aleer their Alm:mad\s &c. ;

Ver(iatr. Hethat commeth from abone, s aboneali s bethat ie
of the earth,is earthly, and [Jreatetlof the earth: be that com-
mcth from heanen is abose 2,

His verfe containes a fecond compariton,to (hew the ex-
I cellenev of Chriftaboue man.

(Hethas iscome from on /n’qu Thatis, hethat iscome from
Feauen from God. - And this 35 1}»ol\cn in regard of the vnicn
SEhls m\htum n ngard of his diuin cN.umc 1w isin hete
sen,yernot locally, as tlmcncludu for he £l cxh allthi
5 1c".m that he took vito him the humaﬂc Nature,lio 15 &
'o\oﬁ s rrom Heanen,

Isaboneal” Avgelsand men.

'"Iﬂz hat 15 of the carth} Thatis,a meere nau.
sofsne earely) Thatis,he favoureth of checarth, fpeaketh
hap d cmml:..mvs. According to his umdmon fo is
ipoticion, his condition carthly, InsclllpoﬁJ(mcmall as
ke ke, Tnat which is borne of the flefh, is ileth, Zo/.2.6.

In thiz compaiiion i thewed, firt wlmChm is, firft i re.

ward o,“h!\cmm, and er .mll

Secondly,



VERSST.

Sceondly,in regard of hisexcellency and preheminency.

2. What manis, firlt, inrefpeétof this condition and ma-
Ling, [hethatisof the enrth.] Sccondly, of his difpofition, in-
ward [#of the earth,] and outward | fpeakethof the earsh.)

Firft.gencrallinfirution that is drawne from the fcope of

thie compariton, is, That Man and Chuilt areas farre different,
oppoiite and contrary as may be,as much asbetweene heauen
and carth: 1.Cor.v5.47./0h.8.23.

Thiis lehn acknowledged, CWarth3.11. feb1.27.andthe
Centuzion, Marth,8.8. and Peter., Luk,5.8.

Tiic groundof this ditference, is the vision ofthe two Na-
tures in Chritt,in which refpeét though the Godheadisfaid o
defeend, Ephef.4.9, yetis he neucrtheletle God, and the fimili-
tude of the Humanenature doth not make hin: fo like man, as
the viion of the Godhead doth make hum vilike.

Firlt,this fcts torth the great loue of Chriftto man, who in
himfclfe did makea vaion betweencewo {o difterent Natures
for ourgood ,and thereby reconciled heaven and carth,

Secondly,again(t the Papifls, who deregate trom Chiills
honour,inmaking many Saiats not encly cquall, but fuperioc
to Chiitt, and ioyne theirmerits and intercetlion wizh Cheit,
giuing the Pope morcauthority then Chrifhyea making cuery
poore Mafie-priclt abouc Chrift ,‘bccaufc thiey arc to iacrifice
Chriltinche Mafe,now the facrinceris aboue the facrifice.

The pares of this comparifon are,firh the oziginall of Chuitt,

N ! R,
e came from heazer; this isto be vadertiood of the pertonot
!

Chritt,thac he had his beginning fro heauen, chouph accordng
to hishumane natare he came fromearth,beisg borne of man,
Which obitrueagainit fome ancient heretikes who held the
Chrilt brought his body wizh himtrom heauen 1w
tary to the Hiftory ot his Nativity & ncarnazion, &
the Puanaehibsasallo foh. 11,6t 3 4 1. 70,516, and 1.
thermorc,itis againtt a matne enaotthe Incarnation of Chritt,
wh Dndtifie and make howv ournazire, our birth, oure
concepzinm, ‘Theretore though the huruacnature be otmen,
vetnotichftandiog Tefus Chnlt, God aad man contidered
tis pe: Don,is fromaboue,of an heauenly of-fpresg,

Pos The
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The vicis,iicit o teach vs how well thofe prerogatiuesa-
gree v o Chritt, whichthe Seriptures doateribute vico him,
that heisthe Head ofthe Church, the Sauiour and Redeemer
of mankind our Mediator and Interceffor, thathee will bring
vsvnto eternall lire, cuen brcaute heistrom Heauen @ andio
none cithier can chime any of thefe prerogatiues,

Fir 2. That{o wee oughtnot efteemeot Chrift vilelyand
barely as the Iewes did, by looking oncly vpon hispoore and
meane cttate buewe multremember thathe isfrom heauen.

The tecond pare is of Chritts excellency.

Absseal] Doct, Chrilt is more excellsnethen Man or An-
gels: the former is manife(t the latter is prooued plentitully in

the fict Chaprerofthe Hebrewes, Some will fay,Whatneed

this dotrine ? cuery one that is but inftru&ted in his Cate-
chifme can tell this. True, many know, but acknowledgeit not
avight by their practice : tor it we did, then would we not car-
1y our felues {o proudly asmany doe, but we would fec our
bafencfe and vileneffe, inrefpect of the dignity and exccllency
o7 Chrift, and (o learne o be humbled. Bricfly the vicisto
teach whathigh cflecine wee ought to carry ot Chrift, how
greatly to honour and reuerence him. Other viesalio may bee
drawne trom hence : tor if Chrit be aboueall, thenishee able
to protectand defend his Church, and to prouideall good
thimgstor vs &,

The third partis concerning man, what heeis firit, in his
condition.

Hethatisof theearth.” Dofk, Manin regard of hisbegin-
ning isofthe carth. Thisdo&ineis wellknowne andis proo-
ued vato vs by thele Scripturcs,Gen2.7. Gen.18.27. 1o 33.6.
Manalfo when hee dies, returnes to duft, now icisa fure rule,
thatcuery thing ismade of chat whereinto itisrefolued, asice
and fuow of water.

Thisinttruction bricfly minifters vnto cuery one mateer of
Jumiliation to contider our weakenefle and bafenefle, which
oughtto be vatovsasthe blacke feet voto Peacockes,to make
vsplicke downcour fatelyfeathers,and high minds,

Sccondly,in his difpofition; firftinward.

Is
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Is of theearth.) Thatis, he is wholly carthly minded, and
carnally affected, Thisteacheth va ovs firlt; dhavman natu-
rally fauourceh of nothing buc caithly things, in allthe parts
both offoule and body. Take an inflance in his vnderftanding,
and wee fhall fee ienaturally carried vito carnall and fentuall
conftruétions.Hence the Tewes did expound the Prophecies of
carthly things,drcaming of an earthly Kingdome of Chrift, as
alfo the Difciples did. Hence the Capernaites dreamed of a car-
nall eating of Chrifts flefh, Job. 6.5 1. Hence it was,that when
Chrift fpake of doing his Fathers will, which lic acceunted his
mcate and drinke, the Difciples interpreted it of carthly food,
Job.4.335. Sowhen Chrift fpake to the Woman of Samaria of’
the water of life,fhe vaderflood it ofthe water of acobs Well,
lob.g.11. So was Nicodemss his vnderflanding altogether
carnall in the matter of Regenceration, thoughhe were a great
Doéto:,

Sccondly, this teacheth, whatfocuer knowledge and other
fpirituall grace a man hath, hee hath it oncly fromthie gife of
God,being in himfelfe viterly deuoid of all, 1. Corin2.14. Ro-
man.8. 5.

Sccondly, in the outward difpofition, whichis his {peech,
and it inay alfo be referred to his actionsand carriage.

He fpeaketh of the earth,] Fit,fr6 the connexion of thefe two
together, the outward with the inward difpofition, we learne,
thataccording to a mansinward difpofition 2nd sfte&ion,fo is
his fpeech,vlually,though fometimes liypocrites may make a
faire colour of words, to hide the priuy corruption of their
hearts, butvfually icisfo. Sccfor proofe,c Afarth.1 254,35,
Afetth.18, 20, tor as the heart fuggefieth fo the torgue vite-
reth for this is the heares interpreter.

7/e, Isto teach vsto iudge both of our felucs and others,
by our owne and their fpeeches; which if we find to fauour
ofcarthly things, that cur rike is rothing but of the World,
and worldly wealth,we may infily futpet our fclues, that our
hearts be carralland voregererates This fhewesthe variy of
thatexcute of many, who will fay, Why whattocucr Iay,yer
Ithinke no sl Tmeane well, Afaitb12.37.
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A tecond Dodtrine,tharman of himielfe canno: declare and
deliuer any heauenly My teries pertaining to faluation. Thvis
point [l principaily intended, thereby to driue the people

trom him varo Chatt, who onely couldcxpound and declare
vato themall divine kaowledge ot the myfterics ofthe King~
dome of Heaten, And o the Prophetsot old,and now all the
Minilters haue norin Cremiclues thelisht orknowledge, but
are illightened and infpired by Chrit,inwhomallthe treafures
af witedome are hid, /e.1.8. Colofi2.3.

Firit, this is a votible cuidence of Godsloue towards vs,
who hath giuen vs Chriit Iefus,the Lyon of the Tribe of Tuda,
to open the bookeof the mytieries of the King ot Heauen,and
to reucale them vaco vs, without whom we {hould otherwife
haue had no more knowledge then Sauages, avd wilde people
haue,Resiel.5.5.

Secondly this is to admonifh Minifters that they be not putt
vp with pride, and fweil againft their brethren, becaute they
haue morce knowledge bue to remember that they are menas
well as others, and fo though they haue many helpes to gee
knowiedge,yet it is Chrilt, who by his Spiricmuft illuminate
their minds,to giue them found vnder(tanding in heaucnly mac-
ters. And fecondly that they ought to teach them vntothe
people asthe Oraclesof God 1 1.Pet.4.10.

Thirdly,thisteacheth the people to regard the Minifters,re-
membring that they deliuer the Word of God, and notman,
1.7hef 213,

The lait claufeof this 31. verle is repeated againe,but not in
vaiae : for chematter was of great weighe,and the preiudicace
opinion of the Iewes svashard to be remoued ; and io hee vr-
sethitagaine vato them, Secondly, hereby hee makech way
oo hiscomplaint tor their vnbelicte, that chough heecame
trom heauen,yet they receiued not histeftimony.

Verl,
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Verl31.32. He that commeth frovs abose,is aboue all : beethae
isof the carth, is carthly, and (peaketh of theearth : hec thar
commeth from heaner ts abose all.

32 Andwhat he hath fcexe and heard, that he seftifierh, and eo
man receinesh bis seffimony,

VVHich words containe the complaint of Johx for the
incredulity and vobelicfe of the Iewes. Initarerwo
parts; firft the ground and reafon of his complaint; fecondly,
the complaint it felfe. The reafonsor arguments wherebyhe
vrgesthe greatneffe of their incredulity are two ; firlt,drawne
from the excellency of Chrift, [ Hee that s come from beanenis
abcueall.] Thele words, firft, in that they are twicerepeated,
and that for the weightineffe of the matter therein contained,
teach Miniftersthatthey oughtnot to chinke the bare delive.
ry ofa truth,and that but once fufficient,but ducly to confider
the weight ofthe matter,and foto vege and preffeit againe and
againe that hereby asit were by many Rrokes,they may beat
the cruth thereofinto the heartsof the hearers : Galir.g.

Secondly, they ferue to aggrauate the incredulity of the
Tewes, For who fpake ? Was it not Chrift from heauen, whe
15 ouer all? then the greater is their vobeliefe that would not
receive his tetimony. The Doétrine hence arifing is,

The greater the perfon is thar deliueretha truth vato vs the
greater isthefaultific be lightly regarded by vs. Thisis pro-
ucd vutofthe fecond of the Hebrewes: For the Apofile ha-
uing prooued in the firlt Chaprer,that Chrilt is more excellear
thenthe Angels, Chap. 2.verl 2,3, thereupon inferres, thatif
ti:e Word {pokenby Angels was fedfaf}, and cuery rantgiei=
fion and difobedience, receiued a it recompeace o re-
ward then how can weefcape, i we negie@ o great falu tion,
preachedto vs by Tefus Chrnt, Andchis incommon equizy ;
torittie King doc fpeake viso v, and we lightly ettecme ot
thefauleisgreater, thenita meane and bate perton deliuered
the fame meffage varovs. And the basbandmen werethere-
fore e'pecially dettroyed, becaute they regarded not the met-

fage
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{agz which the Lord fent vito them by his only Sonnc: Afas,
21.17.35.

Far this contemptof the meflage,thewes a light eficeme of
thePerfonthatdeliversit,

The vie isthatwhich the Apoftlesmake, Heb.x2.25./z¢ thar
yee defpilenot bim that fpeaketh from aboe. Where he addeth 2
reafon drawne trom a comparifon betweene Aofesand Chrift,
that if they efcaped not which defpited him that fpake from
carth, (1) Mo/es ; much more (hall not we clcape that delpife
him that {peaketh from heauen (1)Chri. That the formeref-
capednot,appearcth by the example of Mirian, Namb.12. of
Nadaband Abibs Leu.10, of the manthat gathered fticke,
Numb.14.0f Corab and his companie, of the Hraelites that
would needs fight with the Canaanites againt Mofesexprefle
commandement,yea and of all cthe Tfraclites, who perithed in
the wildernefle for this caufe, Now ifthefe did not efcape how
canwe?

Buthow fhall we heare Chrift {peake, who isnow in hea

uen?

Anfw. Chrift {peaketh vntovsby his minifters, to- whom
he hathfirlt delivered thismeffage; Hebi2.3,4.and therefore
Chrit faich 5 be thathearethyou beareth me.

Yea,but we {ee no fuch indgements come vpon thofe that
contemne the Gofpell.

Anfw. Itis then becaufe we dee a right obferue the iudge-
mentofGod : foris not the punifhment ofthe Tewes for con-
temning Chritt and his Gofpell namely their: viter defolation
and difperfion,farre greater then any oftheir Captiuities viader
the times ofthe Law, Doe we not fez all thofe famous Chur-
chesof Greece fortheirlight ctteeme of the Gofpell, veterly
de@troyed,& now in flavery to the Turk,and is not Rome now
a feruant of Antichrift ; a greater plague then to be madc the
fizucof the Turke; 2.7h¢[[2.9,10, 11. And ifthere beno cor-
porall plague,then doth God fend fpirituall punifbments, gi-
uingmen vp to hardnesof heart ,and referuing them to eternall
condemnation: 2.7he/.1.7,8 9. A6.28.26,2 7.which plaguc of
hardnes of heattis fo much the more fearfull and gricuous by

much
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much leffe fenfibleitis,

The fecond argument is drawne from the infallible and cer-
taine truth of the Gofpell that Chrift hath deliuered, verfi3a.
[what be harh beard and feene.| which words, firf}, (hew the
cereaine truth of his de@rine for hearing and fecing are fenfes
oflearning and fuch proofes are mo(t fure. Secondly, it fectes
forth his manner of deliucring : for he fpake itnot by relation
and infpiration,asthe Prophetsibut hefaw and heardit inhea-
uen,in the bofome of his Father,at the Counfell-table, as it
were of the Trinity.

The Doétrine hence arifing is, That the Gofpell deliuered
by Chrift,is a moft fure and cerraine truth,See fob.1.1. 3.2.Pez.
1.16. Luk,1.2.and therefore Saint Zam.cap. 1.3 8.fitly calleth i,
the Word of Truth,both in regard of the Author, and of the
manner of deliuery, and alfo of the effet it worketh in the
heart of the recciuers.

FJe. 1. This ferues to aggrauate the incredulity both of the
Iews,& alfo of vs who notwithflanding thefe cleare enidences,
cannot yet be perfwaded of the truth thereof. Wewillbeleeue
a manthatfayth, hee both heardand faw the thing he repor-
tech; yetthe Gofpell fielt preached by Chrift,in whom therc is
nothing,but it makes him worthy to belecued after confirmed
by the Apoftles,who were eye-witneffes, and eare.witnefles
ofallthat was done,cannot wee bedrawne to beleeue : Job.7,
48.

2. This (eruesto frengthen our faith in the doctrine of the
Gofpell deliuered vinto the world ; that wee beginne not to
doubrt,and ftagger about the truth thereof, but to ftand con-
ftantly forche defence and vpholding ofthe fame, and eucn, if’
necdbee,to feale vp the truth of it with our owne blood.

3. Chriftsfaichfulnes in deliveringthat only whichhefaw
and heard;ought to teach minifters to take heed,thatthey de-
ler nothing but whatis fure and certaine ; which they haue
receinedtrom Chrift, andis grounded vpon the Word;othe:-
wilcthey are liable to the Apoftles reprchention: 1. Tamo.
1.7.

4. This confutcs our aducraries,who deliuer many points.

(Lz ol
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of ¢oftrine as neceffary to faluacion, which they neuer faw nor
heare,whercofthey haue no ground 5 asof Purgarory, Limbus,
Tranfubflantiation,c c. Finally, if we will be certainely refol-
ued in points concerning our faluation, we muft notrelye vpon
the {ayings,teftimonics, and opisions ot men,but vpon the vn-
doubred truth of Gods Word.

Now come we to the complaint icfelfe. The faulchee com-
plaineth of, was, that #o mun receinedbis teftimony. Though
Chiiit fpake from Heauen, though his perton wasmoft excel-
lent,and the truth of his doftrine mioft cerraine, yerno man
did beleeuc it thatis,very few,and ia comparifon of thofe other
that belecued notasnothinge

From which inference wee may obferue thisinftru&lion,
that no euidence will fatisfic incredulous and obftinate per-
tons:fo the Jewes were per{waded, the Prophets, and nameiy,
Teremiab,were wfpired of God, /e 43.2. yet when he had de-
liuered hismeflage from God to them,they would not beleene
him,burgaue him the lic, and faid, that Baruch did prouoke
himagainit the people : fer.43.2,3. So Pharach, and the E-
gypuians wouldnot be perfwaded, euenfor their owne good.
The Iowes, A.4.16. couldnot deny the truth of thoic things
the Apoftles had done, yet would they not belecue. Sothe
Pharifesagaintt cheir owne conicience faid vato Chrift, that
he caft out diuclsby the Prince; and though they knew he did
it by his Diuiaity,yct would they notbe perfwaded ; Aur.12.
24. Thus infidelity cofeth vp the eyes of amansreafon,fo
that,be the procfesand cuidences neuer fo plaine,yet he canno:
be perfwadedin his heart.

}/e. Not to thinke any thing the worfe of the truth, though
men belecue it not: fortew there are thar will beleene, Eey
53.1. Rom.10.16. but the truth of the Gofpcli depends not vp-
onman,butvpon God, Rem, 3.4, Wheretore weeoughtnor,
asmany doe o (tagger and doubr of the truth, becaufe Papifls
and othersatter fo much writing and difputing, and fo pline
euidence onour fides,willnot yer belecue,but ilill write, and
cuendicin defence of their errors. For whatifan Heretike bee
burntata take,(hall we thinke euer the better of his herefic,oc

on
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the worfe of Gods truth ? God forbid. Let vs rather looke vp-
on the Word of God, and fo ground our {clues thereon, and
confider withall what aman is, i God giue him oucrtothe
diuell to incredulity obfinacy and hardneffe of heart.

Receined] They heard the Word preached, and the truth
ofit proued vato them oftentimes by Chrift, yerthey remai-
ned mcredulousand obftinate. Which fir}, asit ferues toag-
grauate their hardnefie of heare and vabeliefe. Secondly, fo ic
yecelds vato vs this obferuation. That incredulity and obfli-
nacy againt plaine euideice oftruth, is not oncly proper to the
protane and infidels,but to many of them alio chat vfe to heare
the Word preached o frequent Scrmons,&:c.as the Iewwes did,
Ezek.33.31,32

Veil 33. He that bath veceined bis teftimony, hath fet to his
Jeale, that God ss true.

34+ For hewhoms Godhath fent, [peaketh the wards of God: For
Godgineth not the Spirit by meafure unto bim.

35. The Father lometh the Sonne,and hath ginew all things into
his hand.

36. Hethat beleeueth onthe Somze, bath euerlafting life - and

" héthat beleencth rot the Sonne, (ball not fee fife brs the wrath
of God absdetl onhim.

Hefe veifes containe a declaration of Faith, which is fe},
Tdownc,ﬁrﬁ,by thenature and obicSt of it, | He thar buark
receised his teflsimony.] Secondly by the cxcellency of whichis
laid downeby the ctfect, [hash fet 10 his feale that God is true.]
Which is confirmed by a reafon in the next words, [ For be
whom God hath fent [peaketh the Words of God: jand chis freng-
thened with another reafon { For Godgiseth sor the Spirit by
meafureynto bim.| The 35.verfelayes downe,firll,the ground
ofthis lazzerreafon, why God giues himthe Spiric withoue
wmealure, { The Father loncth the Sonme.] Sccondly afruite of
thisloue, | and hath gisew all things into lis bard.} Thirdly,
Faithis declared by the bencefic that comes by 1, namely,life

cuerlalting,which is fusther amplified by the contrary of vnbe-
3 licte,
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liefe what hure tollowes vpon wiz.the wrath of God s verf. 36,

He that receinesh bis tejfimony| Here Faith isdeferibed by
the nature and obie& of it which is the teftimony of Chriiz,
that is the Gofpell, whercof Chrift isthe Author, The poine
of dodtrine hence ariling is, thateruefaich isoncly grounded
vpon the Wordof God, as Job.17.8. That faich which relyes

- vpon mans word and authority,brings no honour to God,uor
comfortto our owne conlciences.

Hath (et ta his feale that God is true.] Here is the excellency
of faich fhewed by the effe. That faichracificth and confic-
meth the wuth of God ; as Aérabams faithistaid to glorific
God, Rom.4.20. whereas vnbelicte makes God a lier, 1. 705,
5.10. Buthow can faith feale vp the truth of God, or infideli.
ty impeach it > Indeed thetruth of God doth not depend vp-
onman,but vpon the immutability of Gods will; yet Faith is
faid to ratific and confirme it firft, in regard of the manifeQati-
onof the truth of God to others : as among men,hee that be-
leeuceth another doth manifeft to the world, that accounts him
atrue and trufty man. Secondly, becaufe it affures and afcer-
taines vnto our owne hearts and confciencesthe truth of God.
Thirdly,in regard of Gods acceptation.

Tnfidelity doth impeach the truth of God; notthatindeed
an vabeleeuing man can make God alyer, but becaufe he doth
his vtcermoft endeauour as much as in him lyeth to make him
a lyer,by denying and doubting of his truth,

This affoords many inftruétions: fir@t,that of all other gra-
ces,Faith is the moft neceffary for a mans own felf becaufe by
it weapplythe promifes of God,and the merics of Chriit vnto
our coniciences. Secondly, thae likewife noneis more cxcel-
leat,becaufeit confirmes the pretious truth of God. Thirdly,
that thisisthe moft acceptable grace, becaufe i fan&ifiesall o-
ther ; without it, it is unpoffible to pleafe God, Fourthly,this
{hewes the great refpest that God hath toman, thathee doth
accept a eftimony from him. Fifthly,againe,that faith doth on
our part to God,that which the Spirit dothon Gods parttovs;
thisaffures vs of Gods truth that feales vp the truth ot God, as
Chrift by hisSpiritis knicand vnited to vs,wee by faith to him.

Verf,

. VERs.33.d7.
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Verf.54. Forbewhom Gedbathfent, (peaketh the words of God:
Sor Godginethynot the Spirit by meafure vnto him.

FOr be whoms God lyath fese, peakes) che words of God.) Heve

islaid downeareafon, of that whiéh was ipoken of theex-

cellency offaith in fealing vp thetruth of God,drawne i the

office cfChrift. The reafon lands thus: He chatrecciueth his

tefiimony whom God hath fent, and who fpeaketh the words

of God hee fealeth that God is true: buc hee that receiueth

Chrifts teflimony, recciuzth his teflimony, thatis, fent frou -
God,and that fpeaketh the wordsof God. Thercforehe that

receiuceth the teftimony of Chrift caleth that God is true. Or -
more briefly thus: Chrifts tetimony are the wordsof God 3

therefore he thatreceineth Chrifts teftimony fealeth that God

istrue. This 34. verfe then containcth two parts :

Firfl, the Office of Chrift, with thecondition, or effect of
it
Sccondly thegifisof Chrift,and the quantity of them:

The Oftice is fet downe in thefe words [ He whows God hath
Sfent.] Which phrafe of fending,is generally applyed toall the
Meflengersand Minifters of God from time to time, both be-
foreand after Chrift, 2.Chron,24.19.I0he1.6. Ioh,13.20. And
itnotes three things : Firfl,the kind and quality of their Office,
thatthey are Minifters and Meflengers.  Secondly the warranc
oftheir calling ; God fendsthem. Thirdly, that theyare de-
puted,and fecapart o that calling. Bue particularly, itis here
vanderftood of Chrift, and in the generall, ic fetteth forth thus
much, That Chrift tooke not vito him this Calling and Office
ofhinfelte, but God did appoint him, as tle Apofile proouss,
Heb.5.4,5,6.

More particularly it theweth, that Chrift was fent from hea=
uen cuen from the bofome of his Father to take flefh vpon him
to declare vnto vs the fecret counfell ot Ged,and to work our
redemption,as Gal.4.4« loh.10.36.

Bur it will becobieted, thatinthis refpect Chriftisvery-
God,znd chenhow canhebe fent,

Anfiv,
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Anfw; Yes,very well, if we confider the dittin&ion of per-
fons; for there isno inconucnienceto {"aj/,that one perfon may
{end another,as Chrift isalfo faid o fend the holy Ghoft, Yea
but then one perfon (hall be inferiour to another 2 \We anfiver,
Firft,chac there may beea fending among equals, Secondly,
more particulatly and properly we fay, that Chrift, ficft, in re-
gard otthe humane nature which hee tooke into the vhity of
perfon with the Duity. Sccondly,in regard of the Office of his
mediazor(hip,isinterior to the Father : foh.14.28. Phil,2.7.

Doft. Chrift was deputed of God to be his Meffenger,and
his Minifler; a phrafe much vied in Scripture; as Efay61.1.
prooued to bee {poken ot Chriftby Lak,4.18. Zach.2.9,11.
volob.gro. and Malac.3.1. Chrilt is expreflely called, the
Meffengerofthe Couenant 5 and Roms.15.8.a Minilter.

For firlt,none but Chriftwas fit to doe this,who enely knew
all the fecret councels of God 5 700.1.18.

Sceondly,none was able to performe the worke,but he thar
wasboth God and man.

For vic of this point; fir(t,this manifefleth Godsloue vnto
vs,that when we had no meancs tocome to the knowledgeof
his will,and to life ezermall, he fent his oncly Sonne to bring vs
viito both, asin the 16.verle of this Chapter. Secondly, this
fheweth that great refpedt that he beareth to mankind,in fen-
ding fo greatand honourablean Embaffadour vnto him. As
among wmen, what greater honour thenfora Kingto fend his
tonne in embaffage to a poore man, Thirdly, it feceeth forch
vntovsthat great loue and refpect that Chrift lefus bare to-
wards vs, in that he difdaind not totake vpon him this officc to
be madea Meffenger of God for our good, which we are well
touote,thachereby we may learne to prize Gods love accor-
dingto the worthof it, and foto loue himagaine, Fourthly,
chis is matter of comfort varo vs,that thofe thungs which Chrigt
performeth,are acceprable to God, becaufe God himfelte ap-
pointed himto this worke, Fifthly and lafily,icis exemplacy
for ourimitation,that i we will haue comfore in the things we
take in hand,we multlooke, fit(} that the calling be warranted
ot God. Secondly that our felues be deputed, and ferapart to

that

.
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that Calling,vr.&o;.7.17. That the Cﬁllingis‘;i:'po‘m-té‘a‘é?—' »

God,we (hall know if it be warranted in the Word ; and thac
the Calling is ordained for vs, if wee find our felues mooued
thereunto by the Spirit of God, and inabled with giftsto dit-
charge it. This makes againft Mafle-Prieils, and vntufficient
Minifters, ler.23.21.

He [peaketh the words of God,] \Which is the effelt of his
Office, The Do&rineis, That Chuilt beingappointed a Mel-
fenger of his Father, was carefull to declare the Minde, Will,
and Word of his Father; as himflfe witneffeth, fob.7.16.
Toh.14.24.16h.17.6,8.and Heb. 3.2.Chriftis faithiull, as Afo-
Jes was: forthis is amaine end why his Office was laid vpon
him : Joh.6.38.

T7eis,firf},it isa further motiue to prefle the point and mat-
ter in hand that we fhould be attentive vnto the Word, becanfe
Chrift brought it from heauen.  So thatifeicher the Author of
it,namely,God ; or the meflenger,thac is,Chrift can mooue vs,
itlerucs to enforcethat exhoration which the Apolilehath,
Heb.2.1. that we doe not let thip this Word.

Secondly, it teacheth Minifiers to hauca carecthatthey bee
like varo Chritl, to iuflifie that they atefent of God, by ipea-
king nothing but Gods Word. Which firftis Gods comman-
dement, Ezek,3.10.62ek.53.7. Matvlevit.lerens 23,21, Se-
condly the example of the Saints fhewes it ; {o didthe Pro-
phetsalwvaies fpeake inthe Name of the Lord. Andthe Apo-
file,1.Cor.11.23. Thirdly,thiswill gaine reucrence andateen-
tion vnto their Miniftery, 1.7%2/.2.13. Fourthly hereinlyeth
a maine difference betweene faichiuil and votaichtull Mini-
{ters.

Now fromzhe force of this realon aniteth this Do&rine,that
to recciue their teftimony thac are fint orGod and that {peake
the werds of God,is to teale thetruth of God. Whichas it is
viderftood here of Chrift, to is it true ofall other Minifters vp-
on that ground :  Luk. 10,16, loh.13. 20, Sce Exod, 14,01,
2.Chron. 10.20. AfL.13.43, Thercafonhereofisdrawnetrom
their Office,becaufethey are fent of God,and are Enibafladors
of Chrift flanding m histtead : 2.Cor.5.2¢.

e
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Ife. Thisought to breed reverence in mens heartstothe
Miniftery, becaufe they haue not to doe herein onely with
men, but withGod, who ishoncured when the Miniftery is
honoured defpifed and contemned, when it is reieéted: 1.5m.
8.7.632k,20.8,

Sccondly it feruesto vphold Minifters againft the defpiteof
thote, who contemne thair Miniflery, becaute oftheir infirmi-
ties and weakenefles : butman ought to contider not the per-
{on,butthe offices
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AN EXPOSITION VPON
THE FIRST OF MaRKE.

Mark.1.25.

s And Lefus vebuked bim, (aying, Holdihy peace, and come ont
of him.

== Hefe words area part of the Hiftory of ouz
Lords difpoflefling of a Diuell; of which
Hiftory were foure parts: firft,the place,
ver{:23. Secondly,the defcription of the
W BN Y V4| party poflefled, ibid, Thirdly, the man-
‘,,5". o 4| ner of difpoflefling of bim ; where firftis
. - fcrdowne the Diuels fhining againttic :
fecondly,how Chsifd refifted him, Fourthly,the effeéts of this
Miracle : verf236,27.

And Iefiss yebuked bims] Chiift hath abfolute authority
ouer Dinels,not onely as God, but as Mediatour : which isfor
ourcomfort ; for as Mediatour he came to diffolue the workes
oftheDiucll.

Saying.] The charge of Chrift is twofold; firft, Holdehy
seace,or bemufled 3s 1,79m.5.18. But why wouldnot Chritt
receiuc
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