THE MONSTER

SINFUL SELF.SEEKING:
ANAI'OMIZEE)KN

TOGETHER wITH
A delcription of the Heavenly and Blefled

SELFE-SEEK ING,

*4

In 2 Sermon Preached at Panls
the 10. of December, 1654..

ByEbM:Caramy,B. D. and Paftor of
o Aldermanbury, Londos.

1 CoRr. 10:24.
Let 10 man [eek. bss owne, byt every man anithers wealth,
1CoRr. 13.5.
Chavity [eeketh ot her owne.
Rowm 15.12,3.
Let every one pleafe iy neighbonr, for hisgoid to edification : For eve:
Chrift pleafed not himfelfe.

s negletld proximorsm curd;, [ui tamims amator off, id. affequit
#t ne feiplum quidem vere ames; Quemadmodum ensm in membris,
#ming detrimentum ad alia quogue membra pervadit ; & in edsficiss,
snius partss ynina, ad alias exsenditur : fic & in Ecclefid. qui fratrem
Junm negligir, [¢ feque tantummodo, & [nam procxras ntilitasem, fibi:
etsam spfi vel invitws damno eft. Nam qwi in 1 ebus nece[Jariss, pericli-
tantem vidit fratrem manumaq;non porrsgis in gehennam mittitur, ma-
jori detrimento, quam erat illud quo fraser afficiebanr GG-c. Theophyl,

LONDON,
Erintedby 7. G. for NATH: WE B2, gnd WiLL: GraNTHA M, ab
the Bear in St.Pawls Church-yard nzer the littic Nozth dour, 16535,
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P a c x Mayor.

A [peciall Conrt bolden on Tuefday the
19. day of December, 1654.

¢ AR dered that Mr. Calamy be de-

Q. fired from this Court, to print
his laft Sermon at Panls.

SADLER.
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FO THE
GHT HOWN @ U RADL! Vs
Curistorurr Pacx. Lord Ma; ajor,
AND

The Righe JVorﬂupﬁl I Aldermen
of the famous City of Londex,

RIGHT HONOURABL 5,

F \\,_@f.{:;f’ I}’m,:ﬁsmg Sermon wrs ordesed by jous robe
S ji”-—\ﬁ préiced, it hatly fock loisg 513 the bsrth by vea-
g7ia { ("f;}\ ﬁm of masltisede of invervening diapediisents :
(f.‘;”i*g. }‘«)\‘ Y Now at lefi- it 71 come into the world, and &
é Yt X a‘:) bere bsinbly prefeised vo 505, .25 an e: pre]ﬁa;

XS of thae velpe® and fervice which 1 acknow-
fedge to be dm, cad fhall ever be veady to pay. The fisbjet
sacster of ¢ 25 vo difcover and Avatecsize Yhot 1gly and deo
fo/s.:edl\liomueraf finfoll felfe-fecking, cud po’ foer the fiaf:i-
ssefle and covfeduseffe of dt. Theve avé 1370 Cipios (fzith Auhm)
The City of God, cad the City of the Devill: The City of
God 75 begun ¢ and buile up by the love of God , and in-
creaferh, cven to the hated of our felves; bet the City of
the Dwull begins from the love of our felvPs and mue;;feih.,
even go the hatred of God, by th contempt of our brethren 5
for he that haceth and con_temneth his brother, will in'a hile
while hage and contemne God.  J¢ éazssot be Ae,x*ed (205208 by

61 si3ade op of Charity) thae there cve iy Ciiizens of thes
City of the Devill. Adzzg Who inftead of leving Sod; 2o 2he

conteinpt of themfelves, Jowe themlelvas o ¢ho contemps of
A 3 'Lz{}'l :

Civids Dei
ieipit ¢: coise
fevitusy cis omgs
10 iy geron
feig ad odirn
[uiipfien. Grvie
805 vcro Dicholi
ingipic chswrs
rm, cs evefeir 1yf
que d edirsizy

» Dei por coae
F""lpv'!: 1 "'}':"ln
5052, ;Oue
Catiia protsiinfs o
djs,ez coiciitie,
5003 €081 Pow
wia edio babebiz,
ce contehsii,
Aug de Civ,
Dcl, lik.s,
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The Epifile Desi.ié-é‘lédlrio -

—————

God: Mazy who feek thesr owne, and soe the things of Jefus
Chrift’™-, o which 5s as bad, if vt warfe, who feel; their ovme,
coader the hpocriticall gretence of feckiag ehe things of Chyift.
It 55 voporsed of Cnidis o greas ArchiteCult, who busilding
famptucus Watch- Yower for the King of Egypt (to difcover
she dassgeross vosks by uizhit 1o bis Marringrs! canfed his owne
sare 10 e engrav'd sspost o feone du the svall 17 great letters,
and afterwards covered it with Lime and Morter, asd spos the
osstfide vorote the ucine of the King of Egyptin Golden Chara-
&ers, s preteading th ¢ all was done for bis glory and houossr: Bust
bereis wes his cinaing, he kuers that the water in o little sisze
wonsld confuine the plaiftering (s it did) and the hus waze
and'ineinory fonsld ebide & continee 1o after-Geaevations. T here
are saany [1ch in this Nation, who in their outward difcourfe
and carriage, precend to feek oaely the glovy of God, ke good
of his Church, and the happinefle of the State. Bur if we
bed a window to look into thesr heares, we fhossld finde wothisg
theve written, bt fe)fe-love and felfe-feeking, My care hath
been in the folloviing difconrfe, to fet osst the greatielfe and grie-
worsfueffe of this fiane, and how deftrsétive it s both to Chisrcl:
and Cosinon-weclths  Befides vohit s there faid, give e lesve
20 2dde ¢ )

1. Thatit tsoue of the greateff cosrfes wuder Hecven, for
God to give a man over to his owne hearts luft, #o doe what-
foever fzems good in his owne eyes, to zzcke himfelfc zhe
orinciple, rule, and end of oll his aétions. Better lie givei over.
to the Devill, thes to our felves. [read of oue. given overto
Satas for his Salvation, but sever of auj gives over to hizise
[felfe, bas for bies rosine aind deftrnsiiion.

9% That vhis. fifull felfe-feeking i ot onelj o finue thae
saakes the times perillons, fus¢ onr condition damnable. 1t fhits
shie s oo i grsilty of is uawoidably ozt of Heauen. When fic
Jyes hes Motto waas b,

iere lies a Mun-pleafer, and a elfe pleafer,but nota God-
pleafer, who foughy himfelfe while he hved, and foft himfelfe
when he died.  Wiio loved himfelfe for a.minnte, and: hated
Limfelfe toall ceernisy.

Qi



The Epiftle Dedicacori,
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Yere fies o man who lived in eafe while e lived, and now
fives in cafelefic torments : Who by over-pampering his boo
dy, defiroyed his Sonle : Who lived undefired, and dyed un-
Jamented , whe lived ¢o bimfelfe, and thereby nadid hiwe
felfe.

The Lovd preferve you fros thiz finae, and sicke jor: tvee pog fru in
Cusisizsoi-roealth (voe private-wealth) ez, It becomes bim, gui wagurs vie
(faish o vssfe Heathess) who viould be o great man wo love fusmicsofs, wegs
neither himfelfe,nor any thing that is his,but juft things, whe. fenlm, s
ther done by himfelfe, or by another. [ 2 dilizae ;o8

. ; o ey o Jufie fecipir P

1 bawe s:aade bold 1o adde o fers liaes vothes difoorife which 'y jofs gueet
bed before yors coicerssizzg the blefled and heavenly felf-fecking, oo gcifr!nf!srg
wheress Ifters , Thee afelfe-denying, felfe-examiing, felfe-
judping Chriftian, 7 ¢he truel: felfe-fecker.  Thae be shee pice
fesvos ¢he keeping of 2 good Confeience before the keeping of
hi- Eftate, or Life, she geod of Church and Seate before hes owa
good, ¢ a blefled felfe feeker. Fle thar loves himfelfe i
s0e God, lowes s0t himelfe, andhe shat lowes God cod iot
bimfelfe, loves hissfelfe; according to ther caweclles [aying of
Ausf. Nefzioquo inexplicabili mod:., ¢je. ko o by-whior. Nefero gue i
nnezpreffable way, but fore I am of this cruth | That he thay eplirabiti cxode
loves umfelfe, and not God, loves not himfelfe ; and he chat }?}‘,'{f’)‘[’,‘:,!‘,',g;ﬁ__,
loves God, and not himfelfe, he loves himfelfe. For he that g s fes.
connot live of imfelfe, dies prefently by loviug himfelfe ; bui s, o guifge
when hie is loved from whom, and by whom twe live, ic nog Pasn, acfirp
loving himfelfe, he loves humfclfe the more, becaufi therefore "””_‘3‘“*,,‘”.“
be loves not’ hisafolfe, that be might love him by whoin he g virt
lives. - vivere, v fe,

: 10 e f:r.’gt;:c
aiando fes ¢wn vag il dibgine de guo viviss, weafe ditigeido seghs dinie, g piceicn fo
aon dil:ge, ut e ditigat de o vrws, ug de TeGaesag in Joanuem,

TheLovd aabe yors furh felfe-foekers : Sueh e oue w05 Now
lemiahy, of ko 62 1 Jaid, that he forsghi e g owne, dngthe Mok asses
welfare of the people of God ; Szch amsither wes David, who
preferred Jevvfaler bsfore his chucfe joy s Such wore 044

Ely,

Pl 537 0o
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The Epiftle Dedicatory,

Bly, Ezca, Jeremiab, Daniel, ¢c. Sszchoughe yoss so be.

It zs.920¢ Jowsg fiszce yor: bept a Falt, 20 husisble jour felves be-
fore the Lovd, in refeveace £ the saemy [id | lawentable, and
cxanyfi-al Fives kindled arong St s Now 7t orsghe'so be jors- cevd
(s the true froit of this Baft) aor ouely in yousr perfonall capa-
citics to abftatae from , but a5 yors ave publique MagiCiraces of
this City , voindeavosny (fofar as jour power will reach) to fisp
preffe all thofe fius for which God bath threatued this great
Fudgeiseit. T'his 1+ o diviue, blel[ed, and wofp heavenly [clf
[eekizg. God hath threatsed to destroy o N avioss by fire,

1, For Sabbath breaking, 7er. 17.27.

», For defpifing zid mubfing the godly Miniftty, 2 Chyon.
36.16.19.

3. For affuming the Office of the Miniftry without a law-
foll call. Nzisb, 16.16,17,18,35. :

4. Fr worfhipping God after o falfe manner, Zv. 10.1.2.

§. Far breaking the Brotherly Covenont, 4zss. 1.9,10. .

6. For pride, Idlencfle, fulnefie of bread uncharitablenciie,
far oiving our felves over to Fornication, and going after
firange fleth which weve the fins of Sodom (Ezeh, 16 49. coie
nared with Jude 7. ) aad for vhich God raigned fivg and brim-
frore from heaven for cheir defirafion. '

7he Lord cloath yor: with zeale a5 with o Garmens, -aid s
cile yos: to be sufbresisentall vo quench the buenings which thefe
fins have kindled, aud tosisake this fainor:s City a habication of
Tuftice, ond a Mountaine of holynefie, fer. 31.23. Thes the
e of 38, froi this day w2ay be, The Lord is there, Ezek, 48,
26, Soprayeth.

Your Scevaas ia ehia -

work of che Lord,

oz elesmy.
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Fow ol fecl sheie omise, w0t the things Obich che ¢ Sheferr
G!}f‘?‘ﬁfo:

CrSTMOOHele words may very fiely be called Pacl's
comzplaiie , OF black bilf of iuditlment drawn
\\ N rf“‘o up ag ginft the Times in which he lived.

L \o Theic are 4~ things that make this complam&

e o Tvery remarkables

1. Becaufe it is not madeout of 2 ffion, r.zé?za.z or Ay

private difcontest but by a holy Man of t.uod 28 Be was
suided bp the Holy Glioft : And therefoscit is o &7 e, and
a ﬂJfJﬂ' joft complait.
2. 1t is not fpoken of the Heathess, who Luew not
Chrift, (for itis no wonder for thcin .m;!.new notCovifk,
not£o fcek the things of ::m_;) aot of ~ pnﬂ-zx’e cl ;mpz;.,::
that had totally forfaken ‘Chrnﬁ bug (4 Celvin and 'Z.
firs oblerve) of Brethres cud Fell np-labosiers, of fuch
Chriftians, that were not onely bt,pnzea mw “the nanic of
Chirift, but alfo profeffed a great dca Love oam“u.!g
¢0 Chrift and his caufe, and yevic is fid uvr‘u of ;noil T hat
shey fougbr sheir owne, aad'ins-he rbusgs of 7 i fm Chigjiy !’md
ehergfore it is ngt onely 2 OUL & greas, sofl
[fad aed hewvy charge. ,

3. Itis not drawn upby way of pred:iflion, Wiat fhonld
happen in the laft and worft times of the “J‘alld but by way &
of Deelovarian; what was praliifed in the- Apuﬁled dayes 3
vihen the Chrsveh of Chrift wase Pirgise- :‘J:Jn!z, fiourifhing
i afl its beaviy and ﬂlory whiilef: she Llood of Chirist wes
et waris, ané C hrifiians. by ¢hiswaom blood wrere fodesed
together 10 Love and Unity, whilelt it was the goldsn age ;“

che
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Their 6v:0y
wibat ?

The MoniFer 0;-".]5;9}‘:51!

:he Church, even inthe Apoftles dayes, 4V wei fonght thei
siosie. aad ot the thinas of Jefuzs {'brifi. Had thefe words been
¢, Praphecy 6f onemes,vetised cee the Loff and wenft tisies,the
Suin ave of the Church, -1 which 1t ernmbled 43¢0 ‘a thou-
{-nd fracions, it had been no wender 5 but tocharge then
apon the Primitive Apoftolicall tisues, therin the infancy of
Chriftianity, all meis fhotsld feek thesr owue, and uot the things
of Chwijf, this makes the complaint not onely very 71, and
ey hetiis, but-allo very frluge aid yoitd:rfull,

2. The chargeit felfein its owne nature, is higher than
any other in all Saint Pass Epifties,and (if I be not miftaken)
1 mey tnly callit, the blackeft bill of indittireat, that was.
cver ¢lrawne up againft the pure -primitive Apoftolicall age ;
which that we may the better underftand, we muft confider

3. The heinonfmefTe of tha offence.
2. The multitude of the perfons offerding.

1, The offence is both Affivisative and Negasive: 1. Af-
firczative, Allzaes feek thesr oyae. Their owne honorsy and ade
ancerent 3 Not the hozozsy of Chrif}, but their owse honour,
theitr ewae private gaine and advantage ; not the profit of Rex
ligion, but their owsre profis; their o7z delights, plecfures, and
vecraasions 5 theis ome eafe, fafery and fecurity, not the fafe-
gy ofthe Gospel, but theiromue fafety, thicir omwwe wills, luits,
and carnall contentments, Not to plzafe Chrift and doe his
will, but to doe cheir aine wills,and to pleafe themfelves.And
to fneak according to the language of our times, Their ew:se
argeate, carnally and (reasve-dusereft.

U el Bes sy arethzfe things cabled their own ?

Aafz. Not becanfe they eve fo-properly, fer there is no-
thing tenly orzrs but- ovr finzzes. Our healsh, wealth, siches
and honours are not ours, but Gods, Heg.2. 8. The filver
&y gaie ond she gold ds satue, &c. Hef. 2. 9. My wood
apd w2y flaze, &c. We are but Srervards of thefe things,
and Seeravds ac the will and plecfore of theLord. Thatis pro-
perly called orr o, whick: vre may keep as long as we plenfe;
and dog wich it what we pleafe, bug we cannot dee fo with bue
health, sichos.znd honounes, &c. - Foy viches have viugs and

B coay frora s oohnther tve will o7 g, ard fo have honouts, .

and



felfe-fecling, Aisome 257

and health,& therefore cannot be faid to be onrows: progerly,
neither may we ufe chein as wz pleafe, but accerding as God
hath erefuribed, therefore they ave called caother sazs, £ud
not o7 ovrise. L'if(lﬁ 12. We our felves are not our ownc,
¥ Cor.6.10. Toss are ot yorsr ownze  much leffe are thelc bodi-
Iy comforts our own; but they are here fo called, becaufe men
have a civiil title to them, and becaufe in the opinion of the
world, they are their owne.

This is the pofitive and affirmative part of the offence, anc,
it is of an high nature.For aChriftian chat believes the immot-
eality of bis Soule, to feck his ovane bodily promotion and in-
tereft, and-to neglect the profic and comfort of his etcenall
Soule : Eor 2 Cariftian that is cleed and called to ehings
heavenly and everlafting, to feck oncly after things carthly,
and teraporary, this is a finne of the fuperlative df’ﬁiee.

And it will appeare the greater, if we ponfider,

2. The Negative branch of the oftence, Aud sios the thi: age
of Feftes Chriff. The things of Jelus Chr iR are the things of
%\ﬁ Chuzch of Chrift, which are therefore called the Lhmgs of

rift,

1. Becaufe Chrift is the Hibaud of the Chureh, and the
things of the wife are the things of lice hezsbeird.

2. Becaule ("hrift hath prrehafed them for us by his Death
and Paflion.

3. Becaufe of the great Jove that (hrsff hath co his Chasveb,
whichi is fo great, as that the Churches ¢xsesefl is his suser cj’
and her su pries his sujrsvies, AR 9ulcee oo o i corme

[ They that negleC the things ofthe C hmch negled: th
things of Chrift.

Q. Bui whas cre the things of Fefies Chiift ?

o, In generall, they are uothmﬁ clfe but the profeivaiio:
and propagation of ‘the Kingdome of]cﬁ Chrift. The build-
ing up of the Church of Chiifk in werszy,prvsty, and ssizs.

But Inose pamcularly, the things of 4 huﬂ are,

5. The pure worfip of Jefus Chrift, the Pmchmﬂ of thn
Word and adminiftration of the Sacraments in Chifts way.

2. The precious s7:shs of the Gofpel,

3. Thegoverasear of the Chuech occording £o Sesintm:
pastsiae, B2 4.1 L he
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goodof the Chysrel of hrift ¢

T he Mesfeer of fofl

4, The dzy of Chrift.

5. Thegodiy Asisbaffadsys-of Chrift.
5. The Reformation of the Church, when corrupted in
Dolrine, Worfhip, and Difapline.

Nowr then the charge is, That the Chriftians in the Primi-
sive times (both Minifters and others) did feek their own
interefl:, and not.the intereft of Jefus Chrft; to build their
own houfes, and not the houfes of God; to ingroffe =
Kingdome to themfelves, and not to propagate Chrilts King-
dome.

Q_ Did thefe Prisnitive Chrifiansuos ai cll feek, the things
of Chirsft ¢

o1, This word Not is not to be taken pofitively, bue
(a5 Calvin faith) comparatively. Wee muft not fup-
pofe that Church-officers and Church- members did abfo-
Ictely throw awayall care of Ghrift, and the Churches of
Chrift; but the meaning is, that they did not feek the things
of Chrift cordially, fincerely, zealoufly, and primarily. They
fought them in the lcaft place, and in the fak place. They
pretended 70 feek the things of Chrilt, but fought their own
things, under colour of feeling the things of Chrift, and
therefore are faid not to feek them-at all.

The charge will be yet greater, ifwe confider,

5. The multitude of the perfons offending: The texe
faich, Al wen. ;

Q. wus there-so iz inthe Apoftles dayes that forsght she

-

o7, The word 40l is not here to be taken colletive’y,
bue diftributively ; not for every one ofall forts, but for all
forts ; not for all men properly, but for saeny, as it is taken
1 Co. 10:23. ot for the moft of men, asitis 277.4.16,
All men forfake me, &¢. that is, mofe men. Thus Calvia,
Quod oiisises dicit, o srgeids eft particula suiverfalss, oo
aillam excepeionein adusitias, erant ensin alii qiog, qesales Epo-
ohodiss , fed panci s V. orssmognibies sribusie. qeod palffius crat
vitlgare.

The full meaning then of the text s this, That evenin the
cApofles dayes, T arveo illo fasolo, dit g orsises Vireesses

- efflovese,



[elfe-focling , daoivin?'d. |
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¢ orserssssz, in that golden age, in which all vertues did flon-
iifh, chere were many, and very many Cherch: saciinbers and
Chuzebeofficers that profeffed outwardly a great deale of Jove
to.Chrift &.his Church, and yet notwithfanding fought their

owne 2afe, quiet, honour, and profir, more than the ‘pre..

fervation and propagation of the Kingdome of Chrift,
¢heir owne private gaine and intereft before, and more than
the intereft of Jefus < hrifk,

The words thus expounded, are a perfe& reprefentation of
the times in which we now live, Methinks I can bardly fee a
man in place and power , but | can fee it written upon his.
forehead in great . haraélers, this man fecks himfelfe and not
the things of Jefus Chrift. 1f1 had.a window to leok into the
bearts of all here prefent, I feare me I thould finde many fe/fe-
[eekers, but few Cheiff feekers, fo that this texe may ficly be.
called, Englands looking-glaffe: wherein we may behold,

1. The great fiune of England, 1 may truly fay the finne,
thatis the Father and Mother of all her other finnes ) the
Zdetropelis of all finne,and that is, Her fecking her ovose things,
and not the things of lefus Chrift.

2. The great and chiefe caufe of all the miferies and cala-
mities that have hapned to this nation. The Sonrce and Oxi-

inall of all our unhappinefle, Becasfe all wen feek theifelves,
cnd o inan the things of Chriff.

3. The onely way and remedy to be freed from all onr mis
feries and afliGions, and that is, by walking quite contrary
gothe text. By leeking the thingsof fefts Chrift, vefore oue
owse things, and e thes onr owne things, and by feeking
them heartily, throughly, zealoufly and fincerely , this is the
only balise to citve Englands foars, the onely Englaid-pre-
ferviug mercy. For thele three ends and purpofes, I have
chofen this texe ; The Do&rine I thallinfifi upon is,

Do&. That ciong§t the mnltitede of Chriftians, who profe(fe
love to Chrift nsd bus Chereh, there cve izany felfe-feekers, b
ferr Chrift-feckers.  Or thus,

That it is an antient,common, grievous and hidden iniquity,
for a Chriftian profeffing love to Chrift, to be a felfe-{eeker,

and not a Chyift:fecker,
B 3 I8
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The ieaffes of finfoll

3. 1t io an old ad antient finne, 29 old as the Primitive times.
A finne of 1600. years ftarding.

2. 1tis2 generall and Land overpreading fizme. A fin that
hath feized upon men of all forts, upon Minitters, Magiftrates,
Mafters and Parents. An Epidemicall difeafe.

3. Itisa greatand grievous finne, a Soule-defiroying, 2
Church and State-defiroying finne.

4. Ttisa [ecret and hidden e, a finne that moft are guilty
of, and yet few will confeffe their guiltineffe. Thereis no {in
hath more Fig-leaves to hide it, tore excsfes to extenuate it,
more cloaks to cover it, than this finne.

That I may the better scafe and sacloarh this great tranf-
greffion, | fhall briefly anfwer to thefe 4. queftions,

Qu, 1. whether all felfe-feeking; be diciesrically oppofito 5o
Chrift fecking ? |

(Ju.2. what i that [elfe [eckiig, which is inconfiftent with
(brift-le king ?

Qu.3. what is the recfon that airgst fuch ¢ wuleitade of
Chiiftians, there fosisld be [o wncuy felfe-feckers, and fo fer
Chiift-feckers ?

Qu.g wherein the gricvoufuefle , and rifchievonfaeffe of
this fiane confiffeth ? |

Qu.1. whether all [elfe-feeking be contradittory to (hiift-
feebing ? whether @ iven way wat be e Chrift-feeker, and jet o
[elfe-[eeker ?

Axf For anfwer to this you muft know,that it is not fimply
and abfolutely unlawfull for a man to feek himsfelfe, no more
than it is to love himfelfe. Religion doth not deftroy naturall
affe&ions, but onely regulates them, and feltifieth them
Gratic wos extinguit [ed ordina offectiones, faith Aquinas, Nors
sollit fed assollit natssram, Grace doth not deftrey, but elevate
nacare, Tt doth not dry up the fream of [elfe-fecksng, but
onely tries itinto the 7ight chaanell. Relsgion doth not
pleck up, but sced the garden of Nature. As Mufitinns
when their inftruments are out of tune, will not break but
tune them. So Religéos doth not abolifh, but ongly ¢re and
order our felfe-fecking.

Therefore you fhall findein Scripture, that there are many

arguments
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arguments drawne fronf-ﬁ*!fe-_ia_«_ve, and felfe-fecksing, to per-
fwade us 10 holineffe, and difiwade vs from fin, Dezt. 28,
Tev.26. Dert.32.46,47. 1f01.19. Rois. 2.7, 8. Rois. 8.13.
G0l.6.8. The Scripture gives us leave to love our felves, and
vo feclk our felves,fo it be in a right manner. AZfes did not fia
in having as: eye to the recompeice of vewevd, Nor did the A4z~
tyrs who could not accept deliverance, that they siight ob-
saine a betrer vefurveltion, Heb. 11, 35, who veceived joyfully
the Shoiling of thesr goods, kiwwing iu themfelves that they bed
in Heaveii o better, and an enduring fubftance, Heb. 10, 34. It
s faid, even of Chrift himfelfe, That 1or the joy that w.e fer
before bimy be indrsved she croffe, cad despifed the foause Ec.
Heb.12.2. Thereis a great difierence between aiior siscicens-
virs, and asaor ievcedn, Mercenary love, and the love of the
rewcrd. Mercenary love is,when we ferve God oisely for veward.
This s finfull_ but to make the hope of reward aize wotive of
fervice,is not onlyZawfrl,but seceffarr.For it is our dury to ufe
all Gods Motives, aswellasall Gods Ordincices, and as it is
a finne for any man to fay, that he hath no need of Gofpel-
Ordinances, fo alfo to fay that he hath no nced of Gofpel-
mogives, smongfe-which, this is one of the chicfeft.

Know therefore that there is a threefold felfe- fecking,

1. Thereisa lawfull and an allowed felfe-feeking.

2. There is not onely.a lawfull, but a heavenly and bleffed
felfe-feeking.

3. There is 2 finfull, curfed, and Diabolicall felfe-feck.
g,

2. There is a lawfull felfe-feeking, and thae is, when a
Chriftian feeks his owne private gaine and honour in the Juff
2lace, and in the Jeaf} place,when he fecks the things of Chiif?,
inthe firf and shiefe place, and his owne things leffer, and af-
zer the things of Chrift, wwhen he feeks his owne things , not
in feparatios from, oppofitiointo, coizpetition with, butin fub..
ordinagion to the things of Chrift. In a word, when a Chrifti-
an fecks his ownebings in due order and smecfzve, fo as notto
hinder, but to furcher his fecking the things of Chrift, thisisa
lawfull felfe-feeking.

2. 1hereisnot onely adanfoll, buta mokt Diviue Auge-

Jicoll
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licall, beawenly, aud bleffed [elfe-fecking. Herel (hall hold
forth this Scripture Paradox, T hat 510 wci can be tvosly faid to
(eck: biwnfelfe, thas doth uot [eck the things of Chrift. - That the
sivore we feek the things of Chrift , the wove we feel o [elves.
That be that feeks aor the things of Chrift, doth aot feel himfelfe,
bizt defbroy biinfelfe.That o Chrift-fecker, and a srre felf fecker
aire terizes converrible.

Qu. 77har i this beavenly and bleffed felfe-feeking?

Asf. Tounderftand chis aright, is a point of great concern-
ment. For the more we know of this “Diviue felfe. feeking,
¢he more we will fhun and abhor the fiufell felf-[ecking.
Give e lcave to deliver what I have to fay about e, in thefe
enfuing Propofitions, which [ doe not name as feveral diftinct
beads, butas divers inftancesof a divine 2nd fublimated {elfe-
fecking,(amounting moft of them,to one and the fame pur<
pofe.) i

That wan Who [ecks the good of hs Sonle, msore thas the good
of his body, [eeks bumfelfe after ¢ Divine nanuer, The Body
of Man s the worft halfe of Man, viliffina pars hussnis, The
fhell, the boxe, the carcafle of Man. Jutss eft, grs0d hoino est,
The Soule of Manis the Man of Man.  Auizussss ssuiinfcssjrsfqse
is oft qusifqree. And therefore he that fecks to gee bis Soule
beantified with grace, to be made Chrifts pifture, and a reall
member of his body, this Man, and this Man onely feeks him-
felfe. He that feeks the good of his body, to the hure of his
Soule,doth not feeke himfelf but the defrrétins: both of Body
and Soule. That Man that makes fuch a fire, as to bueng
himfz{f and his houfe, doth not feek the' good of himfelfe nos
his houfe. That Merchant that fo over-loads his Ship, as to
drovme it, and himfelfe, doth not feek his owne good. Even
fo that Man that over-pampers his Body, that laboureth ¢sra-
ve crsteis, magts quam animais, ©0 ftuffe his body with dainty
food. o cloath his body with fine apparell, and in the mecan
time to negle® his moft pretious Soule, this Man deth not
feek himfelfe, but ruine himfelfe. For the happineffe of the
Body, depends npon the happinefle of the Soule. Ifthe Soul
goe to Hell at death, the Body at the great refurrefion will
coe thither alfo: And the-efore he that beates downe J:!is
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