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" If the Sounctherefore fball make you free, ye foakl be freé

indeed,

N this Chapter we have Chrift continuing of his conteft
‘@ with the wrangling peevifh Fewes , in anfwering all that”

they faid, notwithitanding they fharled atévery word al-
moft that paft. But however it was with the multitude, yet
there were fome that were taken with what he faid : fer in
verl. 30. it is faid , As be [pake thefo words many believed on
bim, at leafk there were fome beginnings of faith, or fome pre- .
parations to it. ~And Chrift tells them verf. 33. That if they
continned in bis word, then théy were bis difciplesindeed : as ifhe
fhould fay, it is not enough that you are ftirred for the prefent
and pr you believein me; ¥ will not take you A%r my
difciples, unlefle you continue in my word : how often-doe
the| flathesthatareupon thehearts and confciences of men
wanifh and come to nothing? they continue not in the word
of Chrift, and therefore are not his difciples. rift tells them:
further, that they muft underftand more concerning their con-
dition then yet they apprehended.  Andye fhal % ow the truth,
and the truth foall make you freev.32. asif ig‘ fhould fay, though

you have fome confufedapprehenfions of things for the pre-

" fentyyet'it is but very lictle you know of Z:;: conditiom ¢ but

if you will goe on in the way that Godis beginning with you,,

- in flirring your confciences 3 ifyou will continue, yeu fhall

-eome to know emdre then yet you know, Te fliall know the truthy
and the truth fball make you free; and then in verf. 33. fay they,

we ave Abrabams feéd, and were never in bondage to any man 5 bow

Jamp thousye frall be mede free. Sechore, they begin to{narle
o, again.
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againe. Mafter Calvin, I remember, thinks that thefe are the
words rather of fome- other of the Fewes that were prefent,
then of thofe that are faid before to believe : but others think
it may be underftood even of thofe-that are faid to belicve;
for though they did begin to aflent to the do&rine of Chrift,
and were very much convinced , yet there was ftill abundance

of frowardnefle, perverfnefle and crookedneffc in their fpirits < .

fo that they begin againe to wrangle with Chrift, efpeciall

when he dcoyth f)gut in%imate to thc_r,% any thing of thg:c bony-
dage. Itisaufual thing for many people, that have fome fir-
rings of confcience, and fome beginnings of the working of
Gods fpirit in them , and it may be faving ones too, yetto
continue a-long time in much frowardnefle;and pérverfnefleof

. {pirit,if they be om&d in their way. Therefore, fay they, doe

you fpeak to us of bondage, and tell us of freedon:e ? why, #e
were never in bondage to any. verf.33. What never in bondage to
any ? werenot the Jewesinbondage to the Babylinians, when
in ca:ipﬁvicy to them ? and were they not at this very timein
bondage to the Romtans 2 and yet we were never in bondage:
thus carnall hearts, till grace fully fubdue them, are very loth
to know their wretched condition ; they love not to heare of

-any thing that difcovers to them the mifery that they arein :

they were ncver in bondage, they fay , but yet Chrift pittyeth

" them : he did not take advantage to fling away prefently , be-

caufe he faw them continue ftill in their perverfnefle, and {nar-
ling at what he fpake, but tells them, what bondage he meant.

As if he fhould fay,the truch is, though you think your felves. -
frec,yet there is a bondage that you arein, and fuch a bondage

that none can deliver you,but the Son of God alone. Ifthe Sox

therefore fball make you free , you fhall be free indeed. Thus we.
.come to the words of the Text. A

Thefe words, you fee then , hold forth unto ustheblefled

- liberty of the Gofpel ; that freedome thae believers have by

Chrift. : _
I1comethen prefently to the maine do&rinal conelufion,
which is this : -

Thereis a ble‘ﬂi';l]ibert], that Cbr.ij}ia.is enjoy.by beiji, andon-

Iy by bim. Thisde&rine of Chriftian liberty that is enjoyed by

e e e A
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- Chritt, i; a 'lfrcaful'z of abundance of admfrai:lc confola-
tion , and much of the myftery of the. Gofpell is contained
tn this doftrine. I fhould enlarge my difcourfe too

farre, and feek to gripe too much, fhould I'think to give you

" butaview of this do&rine in all the points of it. If we thould
intend to handlé.it at large, I fhould fhew to you. 1. What
that is that Chrift doth fet believers free from. - z. The privi-
ledges of this freedome they haveby Chrift. 3. The Subje&
ofit: who it is-that hath this freedome. 4. By whom ic
comes : howitisby the Son, and. onely by him. 5. The
rice and purchafe of this freedome. 6. ‘{'he intereft that be<
ievers have in this freedome : how they come to be enfran-
chifed and to have intereft in it. ~ And 7. the application of it
But fhould I goe this way to work , it is but little I fhould-be
able todoe : therefore Iwill not ‘grafpe fo much. I intend
thierefore to handle but one fpeciall thing in this our freedome
by Chrift. R o
. “IfI fhoiild fhew to you', firft of all what we are freed from 3
then there is the freedome from the law, the freedome from thé
wer of finne , the freedome from the bondage of feare, the
reedome from an accufing confcience, the freedome from fla-
vifhnefle in the performanee of holy duties; weare fet at H=
berty in holy duties ; the freedome from death , and the evill
of that ; the freedome from the flavery of thedevilt ,: and die
freedome from the ceremonial law ; but neither muft we feek
to %ripe all thefe particulars : to {hew you our freedome in
thefe,
from the law. Ifthe Son therefore [hall make you free 5 ye foull be
freeindeed, = - T S R
The do&rine of freedome from the law , is the fubje& that

we are to handle at this time : and when I {peak of freedome -

from the law , I meane, notfreedome from obedience to the
law: tis an erronious conceit, to think we are freed from obe-
dience to thejaw : and it is a conceit too meane and abfurd
for us to fpend tinie about ic now, that have fo little, and ha-,
‘ving to deal in a matter of fo-great confequence as we haves
for what isthe law, buthe imaﬁe of G:Ei » the very beame :f

kT ¥ Diglizeg the

, I {hall onely pitch upon one, and thatis our fré@dome -
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the wifdome and holinefle of God himfelf , if you look at i,
as requiring obedience; and for any to fay, we thould be freed
from obedience to the law, is as much asto fay, we fhould be
freed from the image of God , from the beame of the wifdome
and holineffe of God himfelf, therefore we will fpend no time
about that, but when I fpeak of freedome from the law, I mean
freedome from the rigour of the law , from the conciemning
fentence of the law, in which all the rigour of it appeares.
\Wherefore then it is neceffary, fitft to give you a view of the
léﬁc.i&.“ge that weare allinjunder the law, unleflc delivered by
i T " .
And then Secondly, I fhall endeavour to open to you,

wherein the liberty of the Gofpell doth.confift, that Chrift -

hath purchafed for us,- Thefe two things (brethren) havein
them the chiefe doGtrine of divinity , and except you be well

" inftru&ed and fetled in thefe two, you cannot know arighe

any pointof religion. , = ' :

; -For the firft s 1will be butbriefein that, though there be
saany particularsinic, for it is the fecond I chiefly intend..
And for a preparation to this firft, this I fhall tell you before
band, that I {hall name many things unto you that will feens
exceeding hard ;. but yet take this confideration along, that:

although the things ¥ name to you appeare never fo hard , yet -

they are but in order to that which I {hall afterward deliver
toyou, that(hall have much comfort and peace in it.. }1 tell
you any thing of your bondage - it is onely to this end, that.
ou may. know the bleffedneffe of your freedome and li«
erty. o o .
Wherefore then, for the rigour ofthe law (" that you may.

know what you are freedfrom ) you. muft know what this is,.

and what you are all wnder by nature as- confidered: out of

Chrift, for fo the hoiy Ghoft exprefltith our fubjeftion to the:
- law, hefaith, weare under it. Rom.6.14. Now ye are notunder
“ #be law : there was a time when.dhtey were under: the law 3 firft;.
shen the rigour of the law is in this, it requires hard thingsof- -

- thofethatare under it. 1{hall fhew you afecvivard), how the.

e
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thof:e &fat are under the law itisa hard yoke, it requires hard

things, things thav arecroffe and contriry to thehearts and. -

difpofitions of atl that are under it ; things between which and
their hearts there is an enmity and antipathy. Now to require
fuch thinigs as'oné hath no minde to, but are quite contrary to

ones nature ,and that ones nature hath 4n antipathy agdinfly |

thisis very tedioug ; and yet fuch are all the dutiés of the law,
to thofe that are in bondage to it, T )
Secondly, the law requires not onely hard, but impoffible
things,impoflible to'bé performed by thofe that 4re under it,the
law it is a yoke that ntither we nor our fathers wereable to bear
Ags 15.10.but that you wil fay is meant of the ceremoniall law:

. Lbugithere is moreé in it then fo,for dobut confider thé occafion

of that {peech, it was upon this ground , -there were forie thac:
came from the'Church of Ferafalemto the Church of Antivek,
and they troubled the difciples there with two dorines , the’

“do&riné of the neceflity of the ceremioniall law, and the do-

&rine of being juftified by the law; not this Church of Antiach
fends to the Church of Jerufulem , to befatisfied about both
thefe queftions, and that which is fpoken is fpoken concrening
themboth , not onely the ceremonial law was that whereby
they lookt for juftification , but the morrall law too, and

both were a yoke that neither they nor their fathers were able

tb bear; and the rather it muft be meant of both, becaufe in the
very next words we finde it oppofed to the grace of Chrift, in’

veil. 11. But we believe that throughthe grace ?{’ the. Lord fefus. -

Chrift, we fbill be favedeven as they. Asifhe fhould fay, you

muft not think to be faved by the law, but by-the grace of the .

Lord Jefus Chrift. Now' thegrace of the Lord Jefus Chrift

is oppofed to our’ juftification, by obedjence to-the morrall
L {o that the morral‘law is
: e morrallaw is

law ,- as well as to the ceremonia |
a‘yoke thatneither wenor our fathers were able to beare. It
requires of us fuch things as are impoffible to be déne by thofe’

that areunder'it;.  We muft not difpute now hiow this canbe, .

or the juftice of it; that will fall in afterward. .

. &nd then thirdly, thelaw” ckaltsall of us urider thie £bgic
o . v 2 A i
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- tainly thisigyonr

is compleat and abfolutely perfe& every way , both in regard
of the principle fromwhence , and the manner how , and the
ruleby which, and end to which, it requires abfolute per-
fe&ion. . . - :
Fourthly, the law accepts of no furety, it muft have it done
in our ownperfons: likea fevere creditorthat will be paid
to the utmoft farthing, and by our felves. 1fay the law, init
felf confidered , lookes for a perfe&k righteoufneffe of our own,
perfons, or elfeit condemnes us, this isthe righteoufnefle of
the law, That be that doth the things therein contamned 5 (hall live.
:ﬂ them. Rom. 10: 5. Hethat doth : there muft be doing , and.
hat by himfelf perfonally, or not at atall.
~ But it may be, though there be much required , yet upon
fome endeavours there may be fome remiifion. ,
In the fifc place therefore , fuch is the rigour and feverity
of the law, that let us endeavour never fo much to obey it,
yetall our endeavours are rejetted,if they come not up to per=

" fe&k obedience: - Tis a vaineplea of many people to fay,they

doe what they can, and defirc well, and endeavour well; It
is true, this is fomewhat to thofe that are children , and have

* freedome by Chrift (as you fhall heare by and by)but to thofe -

that are under the law, endeavours to obey , though never fo
ftrong, if the work be not done, are not accepted by God.
Sixthly, the law requires conftancy in all thefe: {uppofe we
could obey the law, or goe on very farrein many things,. yet -
- fuch ‘are the termes between God and us , as we'are under the -

law , that if we were able to obey the law in every thing as .
. longas welive, till the very laft moment, and fhould ol%cnd :

but in any oneparticular at the laft moment, were it not for
this freedome we have by this Son , we were utterly undone

for ever; you may {eeby the way ftill as you goe of what infi- -,
nite concernment our freedome by Chriftis. . You muft look- . -

toyourfelves how you get deliverance by Chrift, for cer-

Seaventhly, the law exalts the obedience it requires ex-o)
eceding rigerouflyin away of violence upon all that'are gn- O
. - ) ) er < -T-

condition as long as you are under the .

= 2a b Al enb eln by Pl eds ou
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derit, it comesroughly upon them as Pheroabs task-mafters ;
it requires the work, and lookes not 4t ftrength; firength or no
ftrength,the work is required , and required with exceedirig’
rigour,with dreadful threatning if it be not performed : there-
fore it is,the law was delivered in fo dreadfull 2 manner with
thundering, and lightning,and earthquakes, and fire,{o that ic
made even Mofes himfelf to fhake and tremble at the man-

ner ofdelivering it, and in Dext. 33.2. it is called a fiery law, -

it came with mighty rigour : that is the feaventh.

Eighthly, there is this rigour in the law too, that upon any
breach of it in the leaft-thing, itdoth by the feverity of it
break the foule , fo thatit doth utterly difinable it for ever

performing any obediencetoit again : thereis fuch hardnefs:

in the covenant of theLaw, theLaw is like an Iron or Brazen
wall, that upon any breach of it, the foule is but asan earthen
veflell, that dathes againft it, and is broken in picces 3 fo that
there myft bea creating power to make it whole again : con-

fider I befeech you,] fay, this is thecondition of the Covenant:
of workes ;' which was made with us'in Adam, which is now -

- thecovenant of theLaw, thatupon any one breach, by the
feverity of it,it breaksthe foule, fo that it doth utterly difm-.
- able it, forkeeping it again: it roots outall the principles

whereby the foule {hould be enabled to obey again > finnes a-:

gainftthe Gofpel do not do fo,as you'fhail heare hereafter.And

this is the very ground, why upon the ficlt finne of 4dam, -

we were all gone, and fo were the Angels upon their finne, be-
caufe they had to deale with God onely in a covenant of

workss  Bat ifupon the breach of the Law , We come to have.
all principles rooted out by. which we fhould keep it, after--
ward,it will (we hope) pitty us, and r.ot exalt obedience from -

us. : v
. Therefore in the ninth place, notwithftanding this, the Law
goes on'in its curfe, and requires as perfe& obedience, and

that upon pain of eternall death,tosevery thing of it, asif we

had all principles:that might enablé: us to keep it flill : thisis
the fevérity of the Law,.it dath not remis a¢ alt of -the threat-
ning , or punifhtaent; or exadnefle of ‘obedicnce ; notwith-

-
“ 4
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ftanding we have loft all er to obey it. ;
Yea further in the conth 5 itrequires this of us, and
'givcs us no ftrength atallto doc what it requires ; it findesus
ivefted of thofe principles that ‘once we had to yield obedi-
ence, and it affords us no new principles : thercfore fome have
compared the feverity of it to Pharaobs Task-mafters; it re-
quires the tale of Brick,but gives no frength atall.

. Yet further in the eleventh place. In all it doth,. it flrikes at.
our life ; the Law is fatisfied with no afli&tion; let it be cranf
greft in the leaft degree,all the aflli®ions that can poflibly be in
this world,will not fatis€e it: fuch is the feverity ofic (¥ fay)
that it ftrikes at life,and at eternall life, it follows to purfue usi
to our blood,to temporall and eternall deatlizand here Imighc

the condemning fenvence of the Law, but that would re-
quirea fubje®t by it felfe,therefore Ionly name what isin thig
head,that it ftrikes:at our lives,upon every tranfgreflion of ic..
Again iwelfdhly,. the feverity: of it, is-In:this, that upon any
breachit doth prefently: bindeover the foule: ( thongh.it. doe:
not excecute it gr.efcnd ): by the ftrongeft bonds that poffible
can be, to everlafting-death; it fafpends execution, butthe
bond is immediately fealed upon the breach of it : fo thatall:
men , upon every. breach of it ,. have chains clapt upon their
foules, whichisthe ‘guilt of finne, whéreby they ftand bound-
to eternall death, bﬂ ucli:bonds as all created power in heaven:
-and earth isnot abletoloofe. - :

“Thirteenthly,In the nextplacefuch is the feverity of thelaw,

that when it is ance offended , it will never be made amends:
again by any thing we are able to doe. Suppofe we have offen-
ded the Law in fome onething, and thatbut once; . if after:
this,we fhould endeavour what we can for our lives,and fwelcer
our heart bloods to obey the Law, and think to make up the:
breach we have made, yet we can never make itamends again.
It is true,{fome, though they be offended , yet by double dili=

nce may.be pleafed again : butwe muftneverthink to doe:
owith God; being under. thelaw, whenwe lraveonce broken!
it,  we cannot with all our: care and. ce:be: able: to:

lrz:'l}cic amends ; and that is.2.great partof the feverity of:h';r

e -
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I, but what' have we to doe, but to moarn and cry, and rent
our heares becaufe of this diftreffed condition we are in.

*  Fourteenthly,Nay the Law accepts of mo repentance ; it will
notdifcharge the guilc of any onefinne, for all the forrow in
theworld. And here lieth a great miftake of people, when
they have offended, they think they will be carefull to make
amends; and they will mourn and repent,&c. It is true,if you
be under the covenant of grace, this is fomething ; but if you
be in your naturall condition , fhould you weep your hearts
out,and fend ftreames of blood from your eyes, in mourning
but for any one finne; fuppofe that which thou counteft a lictle
matter , afinnein thought, fhouldeft thou refolve to cry®uc
and mourne for that one finne all thy life, it wil not beac-
cepted, unlefle thou commeft under thebleffed liberty pur-
chafed by Chrift : therefore know the difference of being under
the Law.and under the Gofpel. o '

_Fifteenthly, Yet further, fuch is the rigour of the Law, that
when ic hathi opened our wounds and miferies, it goes no fur~-
ther ; it thews us no means of deliverances like a Surgeon,that.

." opensthewound , butapplies no remedy. Certainly were it
not for a Mediater, we fhould finde the Law onely to-open our
wound,and there leave us. ’

Sixteenthly, but yet again,fuch is our bondage to the Law,
that inftead of mortifying any of our finnes, ‘it rather ftirres-
them up , and makes them more : itthreatneth indeed grie-

* vous things againft the tranfgreffors of it,. but it’doth not-
mortifie any finne; it doth ftir up luft, (though accidentally).
and makes our fin out of meafure finfull.. - - -

Sevententhly, Yea there is one thing more, after all this : If

we fhould keepe the Law , yet the promifes of it are but mean

-and low in comparifon ofy the promifes of the Gofpel. I'doe
not fay they arc but temporall, though before the Gofpell: .

was revealed, there was but little of Spirituall promifes, yet

we know what the Apoftle fayes, 2 Timoth.1.10. That life and

immertality i brought to light through ‘the Gofpel. And thoughTdo
not fay, there arenone, yet there are very few Scriptures of che -

old TeRRament that fpeak of eternall life..
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: ftase of per

" Thus you fec your bondage under the Law, and furely you

“will now think it a blefled condition, tobefreed from the
‘Law. And ’tis one Argument that a foule is delivered from

the bondage of the Law,when it can heare all thisyand yield to

Gods jufticeinit, and can have the heart raifed toGod in =

the hearing of it. But if the foule at the hearing of thefe things,
think them fo hard and unreafonable,that it is ready to rifeac
them, it is a figne that the {pirit is not acquainted with them;
and although thefe things may feem hard unto us, yet if we
confider but three or foure particulars , they will not appeare

\ fohard.

&irft, doe but confider, you have to deale with a God of in-
finite jufticeand worth ; indeed did we look umaGod,as we
Jook upon a creature like our felves,we fhould think it mighey
hard : but now, when we haveto deale with a God of infinite
worth,we thould not think it hard. : .

Secondly’, wefhall not think it hard, if we confider thac

¥c&ion wherein God made man acfirft : however it
is with us now , yetGod did at firft give us a flock to trade in
the waydof obedience , and to enableusto doe what the law
required. : . ,

And then Thirdly , if youdid but underftand aright what
fin is, then you would not-think it hard, thatupon that fin,we
thould be given up to fuch a woful condition we fpeak of : if

* you look upon fin as that which ftrikes at an infinite deity , at -

the very being of God himfelf , as much as in us lyeth , then

youwill not wonder that one fin fhould bring us ‘into fucha _

hard condition. - -

Fourthly, if we confider thofe things that we all take for |

granted that yetareas hard as thefe, and doe but lay them

- with them, and they will not feem fohard. As that God for
- one thought, fhould caft the Angels into eternal torments; and

not fo much as parly with them about any  termes of peace :
and that God for one fin in 4dam, thould condemneall man-
kinde, -you all grant this in the general 5 yea further that God

*_the Father fhould deal fo with his own Son, the Son of his
love, as to make hima curfe for man; and fhould lay the

weight

wi
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- weight of his wrath upon him, fo as to make him {weat drops
“of bloud, and to cry out, My God, my God, why.baft theu forfaken
me ? if you had never heard of fuch a thing, this would feem
as hard as any thing wehave fpoken of. <

Now before we come to fpeak of the ather , let that which
hath been faid teach us, thac fusely then , all men in theirna-.
tural condition are in ahard cafe : .as the Ifraelites whenthe
bondage they were in under Pharoch encreafed upon them,'
the Texg fayes, they faw themfelves in an evil. cafe. O thac
upon the hearing of thefe things, ycu would learne to fee what
- you are out of Chrift : that you would fee ‘your felvesin an
evil cafe, in a fad and dangerous condicion. . - - .
..Secondly, if this be the cafe that every foul natnrally is
under fuch a bondageto the law : then the faving dfa foul
isagreat and a mighty work ; y ea fuch awork , that' God

. muft make heaven and earth to move to fave a foul; and to
- deliver it from the bondage of fin : the reafon why people doe:
{o flight this great work of falvation and mediation by Chrift

is, becaufe they know not thejr bondage. Vnderftind but this- -

bondage aright , what it is to be under’ the law (1 have not
told you all this while of the condemnation of the law or the
curfe of the Jaw : T have onely fet out to you the bondage of
~ therigour of the law) and by this you will fee it is'a great:
work to faveafoul., - . _ ST,
Thirdly; you may fee by this,how that vaine'plea of carnal -
hearts comes to nothing ; what will. you truft now to yaur.
good meanings, good dcfires, and good intentions? and you
“will mourne and grieve ,, becaufe you areno better 5 and you
. will doe what ycu can for God : tis true, thefe are good things
- but are thefe the things you reftin for ftanding before God ? if
they be , certainly you know not the termes you fland in to
God, nor what your bondageis. ' -

-~

Fourtlyif God revales himfelf o a man on.lm{he law, .

it is impofble but the foul of that man mof flye off from:him:
and look uf)qn God and his law as engmies to him ; unlefle it
were revealed tc : ‘ : .
. now totell you ofy even that liberty we have by MO{PI«‘I; W

ed together with the Gofpel.-. Which is that Fama,.
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) * _ _ Therefore then for the liberty of the Gofpel, it is a precious .
| " liberty, wherein the treafury of the myftery of grace is laid ups
it is the onely ground of fupport to our fouls ;5 and Saint Pau’
sthat was the great inftrument of God in opening the do&rine
of the liberty of the Gofpel , fetsitdown in all his Epiftles 5
and in many places elegantly: and in one Text wherein is
- fome difficulty, In Gel. 4. from verfe 21, and fo forward , Tell
wey ye that defire to be under the law, doe ye not beare the law ? for
. it is written, that Abrabam bad two fons, the one by a bond-maid,
the otber by a free woman : but be who was of the bond-woman, was
~ borne after the fleflr o but be of the free-woman o was by promife :
which things are an allegory 5 for thefo are the two covenants, the.one
Jrom the mount Sinai , which gendererh to bondage which is Agar 5
Jor this Agar is mount Sinai in Avabin, and anfwereth to Jerufa~.
lem which now isy and is in bondage with ber children : but ferufa~
dem which is above, is free , which is the mother ofus all : for it is
writton, rejoyce thou barrenthat beavef not, breake forth and cry
thon that travellef}t not 2 for the defulste bath many more children,
them{he which bath an busband. The Text feemes atthe rea- -
ding of it, tobe fomewhat obfcure ; and yetdoth moft excel:t
Yently fet ont this do&rine I am now upon, of bondage under
the law, and liberty under the Gofpel : the allegory, you fee, -
isfrom thetwo fone; Mrubom had one Son by a bond-maid,
another by a free woman ; It is an allezory - fayes the Apoftle,.
and:it fignifiesithe two covemants; the covenant of workes,,
and the covenant of prace : the covenant of workes, that was
from mount Sinai; there was the law revealed, which is Agar,'L W)l
Jor this Agar is monns Sinai in Arsbia. Iremember Luther fayess *
" thae Apar in the Arabian-tonguie is as 'muich as mount Sinai,
they callicfo-in the Arabian tongue : and fo the Apoftleal~
' Judes toit; thercfore the law thatis of Azar, that tends onely-
tobondage. Agars pofterity were Gentiles , and in bondagey.
and were riot to have die priviledge of the Sons of the free wo-
miani:’ therdforeall thofe that have to-deal ‘with God in the
¢uvenant ofworkes ¥ aréBond-men: 5 and are not to have the
pélviledge of thie children of thie free woman , of ‘the children
of God, Vel This Agar is womns-Simni'in Arabia,:. end an “'
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 yeth 1o Ferulalém , which mow isy andiis bu banduge with ber chil-

dron, be fets out the eftate of the Church of the Fewes, the fe-

alem that now is,to be an eftate of bondage , in comparifon

™
of[ the Church of the Gofpel ; becaufe they had {o little know-
1

e of the Gofpel ; but were in bondageunto the law , and

knew liule elfe but the law. Buc!e ujl;akm _wbigﬁ;’: above, .
er the new ament,_

that ‘is the ftate of the Church un
is above, in regard of the.Gofpel, which is-free, and is the
. mother of us all: the Church of God under the Gofpel is

the Fernfalem which is above ; but now it is wristen, vejoyce thou -

barren that beareft not , break forth. and cry thou that traveleft

net; for the defolate barh many more children then foe which bath.

en buband. That is, thofe that acknowledge the do&rine
< of ‘the liberty of the Gofpel, at firft are but asdefolate, as the
barren woman, before it be revealed ; as Serab was barren for
a while, but afterward (he had a childe: fo the do&rine of the
liberty-of the Gofpel, is butas a barren thing for a while, «ill
ople are acquainted with it ; and we that are Minifters of the
1, it is our worke to beget children to Chrift, If we

fhonld be legall and preach onely the law,.we fhould beget
children to bondage, to Agar, but this is our chiefe work , to
et children to the free woman ; to beget children to the
free ﬁrace of God in Chrift. And O that I ‘could beget one
childe to this free woman ! I cannot think,but that there may
be many here that are children of 4ger , that it may be have
had terrours, and feares in their confciences 5 and -yet are but
children of the bond-woman ftill : Now it is the Gofpell that
roclaimes the Trumpet of Jubile to thofe that are under
ondage; therefore it is obfervable what time the Trumpet of
the Jubile was to be blown, Levit. 29.9. Then (balt thou caufe
the Trumpet of the Jubile to found, onthe tenth day of the feventh

monetby in the day of atmement fhall ye make the Trumpet fiund. .

througbout all your land. What was this daky of atonement? it
" wastheday of the publike humiliation of all thé people for
theirfins @ the day of fafting and prayer agpointed by God 1o
afflik their fouls,is called a day of atonement,and the Trdm-
pet to proclaime the Jubile muft be: blown upon that very
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day , wherein the le had been affli&ing their fouls for
mc%r’ﬁns : thcrcforepx:gsv » ifthere beany foul that hath been
humbled before the Lord and hath been affli&ted for fin 5 be-
hold this isthe work that is now to be done, to blow -the
Trumpet of Jubile to fuch a foul, and to proclaime liberty in
the name of Chrift unto you, and as the Plalmift fayes ; pfaim.
89. 15. Bleffed is the people that know the jzfnll Jound. It is tran-
flated by fome, they are bleffed that know the joyful
found of the Jubile. Now this Jubile having reference to our
Jubile by Chrift, blefled are they that heare this joyful found
that we have here in the Gofpel.
. Now the firft thing of this joyful found of the Jubile,and
liberty we have proclaimed by Chrift from the law, is this,
thou fhalt not be caft for thy eternal eftate by the law ; the law
may terrifie thee, but it fhall not caft thee 5 indeed it muft caft
the children that are in bondage to it for their eternal eftace;
but if thou beeft a believer in Chrift ,.if thou art a childe of the
 free woman,this is thy liberty , Ifay,thou fhalt not be caft for
- thy eternal eftate by thelaw , wedoenot loveto have any bu-
finefle of great concernment to be caft by thofe that arerigid

" andfevere, be of good comfort O believer,thou haftheard of

much feverity in the law : but the great bufinefle concerning
thy foul and eternal eftate,is above the law 5 .Fc hath nothing
to doe with thee; thou heareft many times dreadful threats of
the law; and thefe threats it may be doe often terrifie thee,and
thou artready to fay , who can ftand before thisholy God ?
but peace be to thee thou believing foul , fcr thou art fet at
}ibtr‘tiy from the law by Chrift; and this is ‘the firft joyful
ound.. . )
- Thefecond jo{ful,found of liberty thou haft by the Gof-
1, is this, thy law-giver is no cther then he thatis thine hus-
ran , thou haft to deal with no other now , in the matters of
thy foul but with him that is thy husbapd 'and thy advocate
by whom all is ruled,. Jobn 1.2.1. If we (M we bave an advotate
with the F ather - an gdvocate, that s, thou haft todeal now with
- Chrift thy law-givé'_, who upon every tran{greflion,prefently
. 1s thy advocate With theFather, who flands up toplead {l'oxﬂ
. . 7 thee



- The Saints Treafury.

101

ihee, and-to anfwer all accufations a§ainﬂ thee; Ifay, he that
undertakes for theey and engageth all the intereft he hath in
his Father , forthee, thou haft to deal with him-, for thy

- law-giver , about thy foul and eternal eftate; and thisis the -
fecond joyful found thou haft of the Trumpet of the Ju- -

_ bile of the Gofpel, of the liberty thou haft by Chrift.”™

- Thirdly , being delivered from the bondage of the law,
this s now thy liberty ; that thou art made a law to thy
fclf. 1 meane thus : there is nothing now required of thee
‘but it is written in thy own heart : God writes his law in
the tablesof ftone : and all that is required of thee in o~
bedience to it, is written in thy heart : fo that thou doeft
not now fo much yeild obedience to the law ; becaufe of the
- condemning power of it , and punifhment due unto it, as

from a principle of love to it : For we muft know, that
weare not fet freeby Chriftfrom obedience to the law, we
are bound to obey the law flill ; but hereisthe difference,
we are not fervile to the law , we keep it freely : thon
keepeft the lawnow , by being a law to thy felf , and ha-

- ving all that God requires of. thee in his law written in.

thy heart , by the law of fan&ity that he hath given thee;
that is_the third joyful found. - L
- The fourth joyfal found, is thiss by the liberty

haft now by Chrift, this is thy condition, that whatever
- thou docft, though there be never fo many imperfe&ions
init, yet if God can fpy out but the leaft good thing ir
~ thee, he will take notice’of that, and caft away all the
evil : if God fees but any- thing of his own fpirit in thee,
he will be fure to take notice of that. If ther¢ be but one
duft of Gold, though it be mixt with-abundance of droffe,
God will not. loofg

not ftri¢t to mark what is doneamiffe by his children 5 but

ity but ‘will finde it out : God he is -

he s fri& to marke what is done well by them. Indeed

the law tells .us, nay a moral man will tell us, thae
to make an a&ion good, all circumftances muft concurre :
but the liberty of the Gofpel tells us, that where there is

-any good , any grace in an a&ion; God obferves and takes
i : ' ~’'notice
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fnoticc of it. - To give but one inflance for this, and itis
an excellent one for this purpofe, Peter 1.3. 6. the Apoftle
ds Serab as a patterne for good women, Evex as

' Emb obeyed Abrabem., caling bim Lord. Shee never callshim

Lord; but then when fhee did it unbelievingly , and yet
God takes notice of that word, and never mentions her un~
belicfe. Now Serebwas a frec woman,and this is the graci.’
ous dealing of God with thefree woman; and if thou-beeft
a child of the free woman, this is thy priviledge,that God wil
take notice of every good a&ion thou doeft. Ifai. 42.3.4 bruifed
veed fball ke not break, and tbe fmoaking flax foall be not quench,
The word fignifies as foon as eyer the flax begins to be black,
God will not reje& it : fo that if there be but the leaftdegree
:lf gtéod, it] is accepted. And that is the fourth joyful found by
(4 0! L] N
’I‘hc?f:hjoyﬁ\lfound, isthis, fuppofe thou canft notdoe
any thing, yet if there bebut a will, a defire in thee , God ac~
ts that will for the deed. Many carnal hearts pleafe them-
felves with this, but thisis the cafe of thofe that are fet ac li~
berty by Chrift : perhaps thou canftnot pray ; I but. prefenc
thy felf before God, as the Apoftle fpeakes , and that (ﬁallbq
accepted of God ;5 and know if there be any excufe to be made
for t‘l)'xcc s Chrift' will finde it out, and make it before God for
thees that is che fifth joyful found. - :
The fixt thing wherein the liberty'we have by Chrift con-
fifts,is, that though the Gofpel call for obedience, yet itdoth

- itin fuch a fweet and loving way that it would make any

heart in the world in Jove with it , it drawes by the cords of
love. 2.Cor.5.20. Now then we are awbaffuders fir Chrift, as
though God did befeech you by us : we pray you in Chrift flead, be ye
reconciled to God; and Philip.2. 1. If there be therefore any confo- -
Lation inChrift, if any comfort of love , if any fellowfhip of tbe [pirit,
if @ty bowels and mercies, fulfill ye my joy, &c. The Gofpel comes
net as the Jaw upon mount Sinei, with thunder dnd lightning,
and darknefle, butit comes in amildeand gentle way, and
by that allures and draws the foul unto it felf ; and that is the -

fixt joyful found. o
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. ‘The feventh joyful found of the G‘aochl is, that the Gof«
Eel and liberty of it comes , as gently ,
ife and ftrength , together withit: jtcomes as the fpirit is,
_ and where the fpirit is,there is power 5 as the Apoftle tpeakes,

Iremember Lutker hath this note upon Romr. 8. {ayes he, the
law is a fpiritual law, becaufe it is the law of God; butit
isnot the Iaw of the fpirit of life: tis the law of the Gofpef
that brings the fpiric of power and life along with it; there
ﬁocs a vertue together with the commands of the Gofpel to

rengthen the foul to obedience: And the Gofpel gives
race and frerigth beyond what Adem had, two wayes::

o with abundanceof .

the grace thac Adam had was oncly a power to doe, bue
there was not. the will and the deed. given: but the grace .

g tl(lice cSfrofpel » it gives both the power, and thewill, and
e . ' ‘ C . A

* The cight joyful found of the Gofpel, is that tender
ity and compaffion that is in God to thofe thatare made
lgree by ic. is is the difference between the fins of thofe

that are under the law, and thofe under the Gofpel : the

fins of thofe under the law makes them hated by God:

_ bur the_ fins of thofe that are under the Gofpel, makes
them pityed by Geod. - ~

" Theninth joyful found is this:the Gofpel hath a mighty ef-

ficacy to me;

, things to God in theworld ; the law,, ktold you, accepts no¢

of repentance: I, but the Gofpel doth ;- the teares of repen=

) melt thelieart, and'to refolve it into forrow and’
mourning, & fuch mourning,that is one of the moft acceptable

tance that come from believers, next to the blood of Jefus °

Chilt, are the moft precious chingsin the world. Ifay, next:

to the drops of the blood of Chrift, the drops of thy teares,

coming from Evangelical repentance , aremoft acceptableun-

t God: Thatisthe ninthjoyful found! |
Tenthily, anotheristhis; the Gofpel it comes with hea-
ling : as it hath a melting power, fo it hatl'a healing power.

Chrift is defcribed to come with healingin His wings : water:

- makes the limeburne the more , But b(l‘e‘w‘ﬁcﬁ provikes o=
¢

> ther things to burne quenches thac s 'fodc is with“the-oyle of

the )
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&7 hadhy undertaken it » and hath done it -

the Gofpel , Chrift was annointed for this pm'lpofe > to heal
thee, and to quench thy luft and corruptions, In Ifai. §7.18.
wehave an excellent promife, verf. 17. He went onfrowardly
in the wity of bis beart, markewhat followes , I bave feen bis
wayes, and I will beal him, v
e eleventh joyful found is, that now being fet ac liber-

ty by Chrift, tiiough thou doctt fin not onely againft the
law , but againft the Gofpel, thy fins againft the Gofpel thall
not have power to root out any habits of grace ; but ftill the

ace of the. Gofpel will uphold the habits of é:;la(;e in thy

oul. Itisotherwife with the law, for one offence againit

the law doth not onely root out the habit thatis contrary to
that offence, butall other habits alfo: but the grace of the
Gofpel is fuch shat the habits of grace within us are not.
touched. , : ‘

The ewelfth joyful found is this: the Gofpel is fo full of
grace that it takes advantage of our mifery’; this isa Ef,’,"d -
argument of the tenour of the Gofpel , Pardon my fin O Lord,
for itis great; flrange argument of a childe of thebond-
woman ; buta good argument of a childe of the free-woman 3’
and tis Gods argument, Gen.8.21. 1 will not deftroy the
;;vorld ine, for the imaginatiorf'of mans heart is evil from .

isyouth.. . - -~ - - : :

: ’.’lzhirteemhly » Another joyful found of the Gofpel is this
the Gofpel proclaimes this liberty to us, thatall that is re-'
quired of us may be done, and accepted, by and from anothery™ -
namely Chrift. = . , -

Fourteenthly, Further the grace of the Gofpel fhewes a
way wherein God fhall have all the wrong made him up,that.

~ever thy fins did him : for fuppofe the Gofpel had proclai-. -

med that God were willing to pardon’, this were not e-’
nough , as long as God ftood wronged : but now the
Gofpel -doth not ionely praclaime to thee , that God is
content to forgive thee all thy fins, but it tells thte of a-
way how {ball have all the wrong made up that e-.
ver thou haft done him: and this Son ti&t fets thee ag liber-

O}

" Fifveenth=




-

TbeSaiatk‘_I‘reqfur]. 108

. Fifteenthly, And then another 'o(yful found of the Gof~
pel is this ,Zi’hat there isa moft abfolute perfe& righteonf-
nefle made over to us; the righteoufnefle of the Son of
God is thine , made over to thee, to be prefented before
*  the Father for thee, B
Sixceenthly, yet further : there is this joyful found of
the Golpel. : It proclaimes admirable promifes, glorious
and higf] things ; even the infinite Treafures of Gods
grace : the Son is. come from the bofome of the Fa-
ther, and hath opened the creafures of the grace of
"~ God, and hath difcovered thofe things that were kept
~ fecret from the foundations of the world. ‘
Seventeenthly , And yet there is one thing more,
that is neceflary for the full confolation of the li-
berty of the Gofpel, and this blefled Jubile, thac.
it may make a Jubile indeed in thy heart ; and thac

' " is this: that fuch is the covenant of the Gofpel,

s and Chrift hath fo undertaken for thee, that it fhall -
never be forfeited : this is the full, rich, and glorious

race. of the Gofpel, that now Chrift hath underta-
en, and engaged himfelf to the Father ; and the Fa-
ther hath promifed, and hath engaged his own truth;

~ and mercy, and faithfulnefle, that this covenant - fhall
" never be forfeited : yea -the very condition of the co-
venant that is required of thee, is that which Chrift
hath undertaken to the Father to performe in thee.

" If perfeverance be a fpiritual blefling, it is part of
the purchafe’ of Chrift,” and muft ftand : and there-
fore peace be to thee, thou art in fuch a condition
as thou canft not forfeit and bredke the covenant : the
marriage covenant between thee and thy Saviour can

b never %e diffolved.

1 fhould now have fhewn you a little more the
bleflednefle of this liberty, thac all -this grace comes
in and by the Son ; not from the bounty of God in

- general, but in a hi]g‘her way, by the Son of God we

' come to be fer at liberty, by éri‘ng made one vgith
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him who is God and man, the heire of all things,

" and fo are made co-heires wich him. Bat T muft here
breike off. : ‘ : :

This Sermonwas preacht April 21.1641.

Hebr.





