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ExoDus IS u.. A

- who #s like waeto thee,0 Lord, amongfi the Gods ! wwbé is lzke

#nto tbee; glormn' in bolmgﬁ, fearﬁdl in pm:fer, domg
mmder: :

R |
o

) &@&Hls Scnpture is tlus day. fulﬁllcd in our Earcs, and .
before our eyes; that which God hath already be- -~
un to doe for this Kingdome and the neighbour -
@%; hurches , doth fhew untous, that therejsnone -
;? like untothe Lord, Wbo is gloxioms in bolmeﬂé, ﬁm-
fu" in praifes,doing wonders.,
The words though they be in the mxddle of thc fong, yqt
they area kinde of an Epiphonema,which ufually is at the end;;
: but the fpirit of Mofes being raifed in admiring at,, andi)ldfng
‘*Godfor.,thc reat dunﬁs he had done fer,h;s . ‘oplc » he.c '
. taineth not Ium{elfe till he comgs to the t breakes fo?llx
> ‘ Of God, Whe

Iike upto theesgle-

WQ Hitto tbee,
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~ any gréat mercy to hi

rious in bolineffe, feare iﬁrafes_,dqing wonders! You fee then

. the words are a part. of” Mofes his fong, occafipned upon the -
goodnefle of God. in delivering of his peopte from Egypt , and
carrying of them through the Red-fea. And this fong - is the
moftancient fong that ever was in theworld; itis ge firft in
Scripture, and we know of no Author before Mofes; thofe that
were skilfull in the way of Poetry were many hundred yeares
after Mofes. It is a fpirituall and moft excellent fong ; tzc ftile
of itis full of Elegancy , the matter of exceeding variety ; itis

. Eitchariftertl, Triumphant, Propheticall, and 't pitty wehave »

fuch an excellent {ong as this is, tuined into Meeter , tobe -

pg in our Congregations. . ‘And it is a moft delightfullfong,

and therefore you fhall obferve when God promifed a great

mercy t pe6pie in which™ they {hou]d'excédingly tejoyce,

he hath,rdferenfe'to this¥orgy ' Hbfow 2.'15. _ And Iwillgive ber

Vineyards from thence , and the valley of Acher for a doove of b?e,

,,‘_”fdif”‘ Jhall fing there as intbe dayes of ber youth, and as in the day
when Jbe came up ous of the Land of Egypt. When God intended ' . |
eople, hewould: have them fing accor= ‘

beopéning a doore of hape tb us gou fee how
g Andtis a Typicall for?g,_ asof thede-

. feafonable this fong is.
. ~1ééi‘kii’c’c‘§f%dds' pc"oglédutof Egypt, {0 a Typeof the delive-

.. Itisvery obfervab :
7 ey people 6f God thould be delivered from Ant

hx&ve . ,
ding to this fong of Msfess” So 'tiény if God be in a way of . 1
|

rance of Gods people trom the bondage of Antichrift 5 théréfore

Yc,_ thag thisfong was tobe ,ﬁmia aine when |
e£15. 2 the beginning, You may fee God s in Re-
~vel15. and the beginning, youmiyfee Godsjudgementsupon  §
"Mti(s:hdﬁ. M}ncg\{érﬁ’;. it is faid theyfing the ]‘ogg of Mofcspfbe‘ - (
Rrvamt of Gody awd the [ong of theLianth, faying, Great and mar<
“gelloné are thy Workes Lord God abmightys juft and true are thy wayes, w
thou King of Saints. By thisyou. may fec tharGod would thew }
“us, ehat the-bondage under "Anticlirift- is like the bondage in
‘Ezypt; and- therefore Rome is called'Egypt in the Revelations, .
“becaufe’when we !l ‘be ‘delivred from Antichriftian ‘boge - l
" a‘ae,“ii'_c {hall tenév chis Ton) t')fMo]fs’,:,ngidi;'t‘ if we fl.lQW:gh o
'ge  delverantefronpbiondigé tinder Antichrift, it is good fde
“Usto'dcghaine bicflveswith this fong,becanfe it is ciar which

. i e g e gine When chebondageof Andichribis ch:  ©
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- Text, 1 intended onely the third particular, the opemn%L frthst o
L Title - -

that I know of in all thebook of God but onely in thisplace; -
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- Awftiss. hebrings in this fong as one of the miracles,chat is,that
God didat the fame umeby the {pirit ing:irg all the people
of Ifrael, thatthey fung together oneand the fame fong; an:
therefore it was miraculous true if ivhad been fo, but the Scrip-
wireis not cleerein thae. ~ . ’ R
. But we lcave generalls and come to the words; thongh

there be many excellent tliinFs' in the Chapter to make wayto
¢

. that Thave read; yet becaufe I would not behindersd,Fywill
- come inftantly to the words, which are as it were a recapitula-
“tion ofall, containing the fubftance of all ; ‘asif he had faid,
1 have fpoken of many particulars that Ged doth for his peo-
ple 5 but there is mone like unto the Lord 5 wha is glorious in bolineffe,
- fearefull in praifes, doing youders. There are fourc things (you
fee then) wherein thename of God is advanced here: Fi
thereis none like the Lord : Sccondly , glorious in holinefle ;
Thirdly, fearefull in praifes : Fourthly, doing wonders. -

-y
Bl o

woved. Irisa miraculons fong according to the opinion of

I confeffe when my thoughts were firlt to {peakeupon_this ™~ " "

Tideof God 5 fearefull inproifes 5 we finde not any fuc

but becaufe I faw there was much of God in the two former,
therefore I thought it might be ufefull to fhew yau what there
is of God in them, and was unwilling to pafle them by. For the
two fislt then , who is like to theey O Lord, amongRthe Gods;
bo is like unto thee , glorious in bolinefJe, who is like'to thee 7 this
you fee is put by way of interrogation ; now imcrrogaxi’-
ons in Scripture are efpecially brought in two wayes : Firft, by
. way of admiration. Secondly, by way of negation. Sometimes
by way of admiration, Ifaigh 63.1. Wha is this that_cometh froms
JEden with died garments from Bozrab ! Many others we mighit
‘namie by way of admiration : and by way of negation you

" know there are hundreds of exampl¢s; and both thefe weare

- to underftand here in the Text: Firft, by way of admiration,

Wbois Jike yuso thee O Lord among i the Gods 5 &c. The fpirit of -

* Mufes and the people being ftruck with aftonifhment at the %q-
; they

+ ¥y of God, now manif¢fted by the great workes he did o
-admire and fay; who is like unto tbng Lord ? and then by Wag;-

EORANLRE 2 "o - v
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of negation, who is like unto thee OLord? thatis, thereisnone
like unto thee; that isthefirft expreffion of the'glory of God,
the lifting up of the name of God above all things whatfoevers

theteis mone lhets God. . S
" AndGod dothmuch glory in this ‘expreflion ofhis glory,
_that there is none like to him 5 we have it very often in Scri
ture, 1 Chron. 17.20. O Lord there is none like thee, neither isthere -
w1y God befides thee , according to all that we bave beard with our
eares: So in Pfalm.86.8. Among the Gods there is none like unto.
thee, O Lord : and Pfalm.89.6. For who in the beaven can be com=
paredunto the Lord? who among the fons of the mighty can be like-
acduntothe Lord # we might name divers other places where
God glories much in thisexpreffion ofhis glory : and the peo-
pleof God have gloried much in it; and there- is great caufe
‘they fhoulddoe fo. It is faid of the godly Machabees that at
- #irft by reafon'their name was an offence ;meeting with this
r1m vyop fentence, who is like unto thee O Lord amongft the Gods? and be-
ni%?:ting mnuch aken it i, they wroe the i Hebrew Lette of o
nﬁ% “very word in this {eritence’in ¢heir enfignes: of warre, and car=
“ried tHem about with them ; dnd upon thisground they were -
‘called the Machabees, glorying in thisTitle of God, who is kike
wmto thée 7 And upon this ground the Holy Ghoft concludes,
* thatall fhould honour and glorific God , becaufe there is none
Tike untohim. Pfal.86.8.4mong the Gods there is none Like unto
thee O Lord, ueitber are there any works like unto thy works. Mark
what followes in’g.10.11.12. verfes. AllNations whom thou bafy
‘made, fball core and worfbip before theey O Lordy and fball glovifie
.thy name 3 for thou art great and doeft wondrons things, for thon art
"God alone; teach me thy way; O Lord , I will walke in thy trmh; unité
my beart to feare thy name’ Iwill praife thee O Lord my God s m’t“
aﬂmj keart, and Iwill glorifié thy Name for evermore.  Thus you
fee how the boly Prophet was taken with: this ‘expreflion of
God; that there is none like to him, .therefore teach me thy way.
"0 Lord, I will walke in ‘tl% truthyérc, :
- ‘There is none like unto the Lord among { the Gods : So it is here,
it may be tranflated as well amongft the mighties. God is life
- ted up here not onely above the Heathen gods, fo thatthereis
_ nonelike to hini amongft them ybut he is lifted up above whae-
. ~ el o ever
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ever hath any excellency in it 5 there is none like to theea.

mongft the mighties: who ever ismighty:8&great,or lettherebe

what might and greatnéffe and excel m:{! foeverin the world,

take up too much of
our time, if we fhould dilate our felves in fhewing to you fome-
what of thé glory of God in this , how+he is- above all things,
and that there is none like to him : 1 widl -therefore but briefly

~ name a few paflages, and anly this pardcular, a‘x_ndpaﬂi: to the

feeond, that we fhall dwell loi[':gcr upon. _ ,
- ‘There isnone like to God : Firft,in that whateveris in God,

ture hath any excellency in it that reaches to this excellency,
that whatever is in-that creature thould be thebeing of it , -all

-erecatures being made :lg of {everall things ; but now whatever:
e

#sin God is God himfelfe. Againe, there is an univerfall
goodnefle in God , and there-isnone like to him in that; one

is God himfelfe ; thisis a propriety of God : there is no crea--

creature hath one good in it , and another, another : but God

hath all good in himy, there is all excellency and beaaty in God

prehend God in feverall excellencies 5 one attribute fhining.

 through one creature, and another through anodm,{et allare

united in God s ‘And all that'isin him is. primlcively inhim,-
he is of himfelfe; and from hirbfelfe, and for himfelfe. Andthen

- none can communicate himfelfe fo as God can ; nonecan in-

fli& evill, or convey good fo.as God can, and that this expref-
fion of God hath reference too = for. it is peculiar to God.to
commumnicate as much of himfelfe as he will, which no creature

- -can doe ; though:the creaturchadhi but litdle, fome drops onely

oodnefle in.comparifon of the ibfinite Ocean that .is

of ‘
" in God, yet the creature carinot communicate of thofe drops as
itwill s itis the propriety of God anely to. éommunicate of

his goodnefleds he will. And notonely fo; : but he.can make

. thecreature that he communicates his goodneffe to, tobe as,

fenfible of his goodnefle as he pleafes, whichnone elfe candot s

. -thaugh one creature can communicate good to another , yet it
. -cannot make that creature:as fenfible of thatgood as it will,
-which God candoe.  And {o jn infliting of cvill thereis rﬁr{ik
I.". e o v f ‘ '.c .

a -

' inan eminent manner; there isnone likexo him-in that. And -
then all beingsare but one excellencyin God, however we ap-
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like to the Lord -in that, the Lard is able to let out all evill, to,
bring all evill at ance s which none elfe can doe; and he s able
to meafie the creature upen whoi he inflits an evily tobeas:
~ fenfible of that evill as he will; one that hures another, yet can-
not make him as fenfible of that hurt as he ‘pleafes , but this is
the propriety of God; as he can bring all evill together, foheis
able to make the creature as fenfible of all ashe will ; and God,
challengeth this as his own propriety , that he alone can doe.
ood, and he alone candoe evill ;.and therefore there is none
ike to him; from hence itfollows then , that there isnoneto -
be worthipt as the Lord ; there is none tobe honoured as the
Lord ; the Heathen gods, becaufe they did butcommunicate
{fome particular good , therefare they challenged but particular
fervice ;. ¢xternall worfhip, and worfhip in fome particulars
would ferve the Heathen gaods, and they were fatished with it,
- and required no more 5 and theére was reafon for it , becaufe
they could not challenge to themfelves a communication ofa
univerfall good ; for onegod was for ane particular good,and
anotherfor another pardcular good; and therefore they had
but particular worthip futable thereunto : but now there is none
like to the Lord; he challengeth a univerfall worfbip and obe+
dience:Thou fbalt worfhip the Lord thy God with alr thy heart,
and foul, and firength : fo that there isno fuch worfhipto
be given ta any ag is given to God 5 and all becaufe there is noné
liketohim in the txcellency of his nature, and in the way of
communicating of himfelfeunto his creature, . :
- Now this that Fhavefpoken,is exceeding ufefull in the whole
courfe of our lives , in ordering of our wayes and thoughts to-
~ ward God : confider how ufefull this is, thus : Itfhould be our -
- aarein beholding any beauty , any good, orexcellency in the
areature, to keepfill in our thoughts and hearts, the fenfe and
- ﬁpreh‘mﬁon of the infinitediftance that there is between God
- and that creature ; the want of this is the caufe of almoftall the
evill thatthere Is in the world , and the true apprehenfion of
thisis a fpeciall meancs toenable us to glorificGodasaGod. | .
- 3fay thus,, when thou beholdeft any excellency , beauty, or -
comlineflein a creature, and tafteftany fweetnefle in it , be fure
thou docft then keep in thy heart the fenfe. of g truth 2 th‘;:
o - ~ T thoug

GEREREE -—-a )
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. though there be fome fweetnefle here, yet God i infinitely a-

bove the creatare, and there is an infinite difproportion be-
tween thatgood, and beauty  ‘and excellency thatis in thefe
creatures , and that which isin God himfelfe. God gives us
leave to let out ourhearts , and to take the comfort of
the creature, when we fee a beauty and excellency inic; and
“that becaufe it is his fimilitude upon the creature, and it is Gods
excellency thatis there, anda fpirituall heart hath morefree-
"dome to let out it felfe to thej eomforts of the creature then any
in the world befides, becaufe he can meet with, and tafle God

. there ; but though God give us leave to doe this, yet evermore

‘fo that we be fare to referve our hearts ¢o God's to be fenfible
~of the infinite excellency thatis'in God aboveany creawure;
and if we benot carefull of this,we fhall foon-fall oftfrom plo- -

- rifying God asGod., and our heares will flicke in the:oreature.
- And hishatlibeen thie ground-of all the owtward 1dolatry and

fpiritual T]dolatdy in theworld = Of omwardldolat? » which
id arife thue 5 menat ficft fecing fome excellency and weorthiin
‘thie treature, as the ‘Sun and 'Moon; and Scars, they did acknow-
Jedge'God above them; and that thefewerebut creatures, and
‘that there'was more excellency. in God then in'any of thefe -
‘butat‘laﬁfi:omm%mgzo-ilbok upon‘thecreaturetoo much, and:
"being tdken with the excellency they faw there, their hearts
“fuck in the creature,and they lof¥ehe appréhenfion -of the infi--
nite excellency of God above the creature,. and: (o fell from
‘6God, and worfliipt them that werenogeds.. - :
And fo for fpiritnallidolatry ; thofe that commitIdolatry

* with riches, orany creature : cometo them at firft, andfay to

‘them , how doe you: apprehend the coniforts of the crédgare®
15 there not infinitély more in-God theriithere isia the creature ?
yes , ‘they will fay. Ibucby letting our heavts out-upon the- -
‘creature , and by poring upon. thie beauty -of thecreature,, we

in at length to lofc the power of this apprelienfion that was

b

at firftupon our Kearts, and fo commit {pirituall Idolatry with
‘the creature; and therefore it muftbe our cave to keep incise aml
“frefh our apprehenfion andfenfe of that infinice:diftance:that
‘there is between: God and !} the eomfores of the creature = antl

 “fo longas'thou- docit kecp thy, apprehenions “freh and frong
. _ ) »here-
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"~ of the infinite difproportion that thereis between

here, there is no danger , and thou finneft notin letting thy
",.- fcIfe out to thecreature, if it have not abated thy ap&g:enﬁons

~

andall -

-creatures , therefore now fecing there s an infinite flupendious

" hejght of excellency in God above all creatures , there fhould
be 3.: like thoughts in our hearts towards God and the crea-
ture, thus : as there isan infinite diftance between the excellen-

. ¢y of God and the excellency of all creatures, fo there oughtto -

bea kinde of infiniteneffe in the.diftance and difproportion be-
tween that cfteem and delight, and dependance we have in,and
upon the creature, and that we have in axd upon God ; there-
fore you fhould not fatisfic your felves in this that you ac-
- knowledge God abgye the creature, for all will do fo ; but you
-are to finde in your fouls fuch a difproportion between your
.efteem and joy, and defire after the creature, and that you have
. after God, as is fomewhat like the diftance that there is between
God and the creature, now the diftanee is infinite that is between
.God and the creature , therefore there fhould be a kinde of infi-
nitenéflein the diftance between your efteem of, and the wor-
king of your hearts and endeavours after the creature ; and that
efteent and working of your hearts and fouls which you have
towards God ; and this is to glorifie God asa God ; thisis the

foul worfhip we owe to God in the world ;- this is the true fan~
-&ifying of thename of God when this comes praftically upon -

sourhearts. : . , A
Secondly, if there be none like to God, then it followes that
- there is none like to the people of God ; for asa mans god is,fo
-is he 3 look what god a man chufeth, he is as his god is ; a cove-
“tous man, if he make riches his god, heis fo to be judged ; and’
‘fo a voluptous man or a Heathen. Now if the Saints of God

-have chofe this God to be their God, and there be none like to

;-

-him, then it muft needsfollow, thatthereis nopeopleliketo

:Gods people : and markehow the Holy Ghoft makes this infe
wencein divers Scriptures , as Dest. 33.26,29. compared:verfe
126. Thereis none Like unto theGod of Iefurun, who rideth upon the
-Heaven, in thy help and in bis excdlency in the skie; what is che in-

‘ference of the Holy Ghoft upon thistverfe 29. Happy art thouO

Hfvacl, who i like wnto thees O people faved by the Lord; &c, Sothat ~

you. -
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ou fee adcoréing totheglory of God in an culardmé:s '
zﬂﬂt&hn ofitupon the Saints of God ; ms is the won-

derfull excéllency of Gods Saints ‘td have the reflé@ion o{‘God
g)on them, happy are they that haveGod to be ¢heir God 5 #f
be excellent, {o are they: ifGod beaboveall, and there i
none like to him , foare they aboveall, and thereis none like
. tothem. You have the fame inference of the Holy Ghoft 2 §e-
mncl7.22,33 W Beréfors shois art great , @ Lord God y -for there is
mowe like shee; neither is-shere any God befides thee amdmg ‘to all

that we bave beard with our eares. Marke what followes, exd what -
e notion in the eavth ubkﬁb]pnpk, even Likelfracl 2&c.  So
~ thatthercis nanélike the people of God 5 and it muft ‘needes
‘follow from liente,for they are dstheir God §f 3 dicrefore fayes
Mofes ‘(when he f ak%ofthe peopkiofGod) Exod.:3%. 16, “Seo
foall-we fe{am:d, 1arddthy people., from all the people thet are
upon the eart foyoumakiny Babks;bnt ¢word in the

Y] inall derfully feparated s Gods.
zx‘ﬁgm ted from che won‘ld;asGodis mny “high

above cmmrcd?oare his’ peo le , thierefore in Niowb. 27.
itis faid that Gods people foiall dwell alose, and flsall not be m'@ned
~emong the Nasions: whytbecaufe they arethe peogle ofGod, and
-the people of that God that hath none like to him', and there-
ifore there is fione: like to dlcm tham for the confohuon of .
the Saints of God.- -/

Thirdly, it fol]owesfrom lnncc, tha( thcrd"ore itfhould be
- our care that none fhould doe for their gods fo as wedoe¢ for
.ours : for iftherebenonelike to our God, -then icds athamé,
“that any that chufe otlrer ‘gods fhould doc that for them that is -

. above that which we doe for.our God: ": As now for. Idolators,

. -toinflante in outward and. fgmmall Idolatry : why there is
" :mone like to out God 5 certainly all. dre Idolatersin.the world |
-have riot fuch a God as we have their rocke is mot as our rocke, our
-enemies themifelves. being judges.  What a fhame chen wereit, i
:we fhoiild not doemore for our God ¢then th 03' doe for theirs?
-yea, we fhould labour:to doe that fok our God that may come
‘up to thatheight of excellency which we -apprehend to be in
him. - Will, you fee what Idolaters: doe for their Gods : .
F‘ irftobferve the carneftnefs of the fplélts of Idolaters after t(l;dexr
: o gods
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sheinheasrs wmmmds frer their ldod gods, which senas
Hkepns Ged O o n thotid our, hearts be caflamed after
aur God ! fhould we:gontent our felves with, and reft facisficd
in cold and in dead-fervices to. qur GodJ how -mmich. firengthe -
fhould thanexhortagion of theiApoftie have uﬁ: asRom3fy b
Be fermous in j}mmzwltbchd 2 Wisshe Lard we ferveiit ie
aneGod, th (gtmndg otmxﬁod,&andthmfor«
be ferventin mt, 3
mszlo?d}:,d ad:u;i?i: ;hatldoli -.thofc thaworf
P ¢gads,ale m thei, ﬁi .
i b shbi:‘loiu il ;ﬁ“&t
ofcs ¢ camall ap
‘ :bcmﬂ:;::mad nm,mm ey doefw whmfmdr the
bearts of the Baints are! fully, they are Jookt nponas
mad e 5 Sc. Paul was counted 2 miad masdy Feffu § 49526
- A4iant m:ﬁould rids o afrdtid.of the: aeprpachesof tha warld
- in thiskinde s though ehey defpifeiue-and thimke usbafeand
vnle, wd out of our wits ; Why Idolavers aremsd upon theiyr .
Jdols, therefore if therebe any God callsfor atour handg, -
though the world account ‘it - effc., yst our hearts muft
workeafter Godinics. awil it is-a fhametharany mensheares
fhould be more after their gods, then our hemoam afm euu-s,
bécanfe thers itnone Jike upto oo Goll- - g
- Thirdly, thecamaeftnefe of che heatrs: ofldolatm aﬁmthnr '
}doll gﬁck dppeares from Fer.8,1,7. - thes tine faith the Loxd,
shey foall brmg aut the bomesof the: Kings of | Fudab . &c.: dnd they
jbnﬂ [pread them before the Sun, and the Mion - dyd all;the boft!
- Heaveky whote they bave lived, midiwhimthey bave ferved, aud af-

ter whoms they bave malked, ‘aud whomthey bave fought, and mbom -

shey bave warfhipped: they foaBmyr be githencd , wur beiburied, &t
1 have often thought of this Scriptures, it is.éxcceding remarka~
ble: I know no on:Sa“ tare imall che book ofGod, that hath
fo many exprefik %tth&' 5 to fhew thefictrigih of the heares
of Gdds peaple after God, ashere we'bave to fliew the firength
of Idolaters after their Idols: Awd they frall fpread thene befare the
&t;md the Mseny and dtbc bofk. af Hmvm. Marke, 5. Wbom they

bave

N~
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bage leved. 2. Whom they hewe fermd. : 3. After Py tk;
have vnlﬁd. 4 Wham they haue fmgbt. ' §, Whom the) badd |

andallmfofcw Wwords. : ‘Thus dheir hrearts were
aftcr theu Idoll gods : how muich more then ought it to be faid
of us concerning our God, whom we lave foved; and whom we
have ferved, and after whom we have walked 5 and Mlom wc
have fought, and whom.we have worfhipped 2\

Againe, obferve how: the Stripeure fets otie the {pirits of mm
after their Idollgods, in regard of the coft they are willing to’
beftow upon them. e, 4.6 6. They pall iavify gold out of the
bag, and weigh filver in the ballance and bire & gold(mith 5 and be

meketh it god. They care not whatcoft they are atto worfhip

their Kols. O whata fhame'would it'be if'wé thould not be

willing to part with much of our -eftates for thie true worthip of

thetrue God : and though we fhould -lofe our eftates, yet if
we can ferve God betrer,and in a. rurer way, we fhould be con-
tent; for Idolaters will lavifh gold ‘the bag upon their
Mols. ‘Now thereissione liks to-our God - vherefore jc'is 2
fhame that they fhould deemore for their- gods then wé doe for
_ours. And then what are Idolaterswilling to {uffer for their

.+ gods? 1Kings 18.28. how did Besls Pricfts there cut themfelves

after their manner, with Knives and Lancers, ti}l the blood gu-
fhed out, to fhew their refpeft to theirddgls? let’ udithen be
willing to fuffer any thing that Ged callius to. And how con<
flant were they to their Idoisl thereforefayes God, fer. 2.10,11.
Canfider diligently and fee , if there be [nch ashing : *buth & Natio -
changed their gods which are yet mo gods' 7 but ny pwpl: kave cb:m-
5:0- lory for that which doth not éﬁﬁﬁt ht)u% il
ake this’ that doldters fhonidy Lhaé ody at
infinitely below hih 5 ahd yer ﬂr&t hiy pcoplé qula cange
their God who is infinitely above them?:
~ Againe let us ‘take heed Joft therc be found “tﬁat ﬁl’ ald
bave their hearts fet mork pon: wpm We' ah\e -
- God + el the extallenties iff J,‘qg ﬂ"&»
nitely belowGad 3 more den1ve faftor h§?ﬁ‘f.
luft in comparifon of aHhtsea res] nbeavenand carth'7and
* how are mens hiearts: f&liﬂo Tufts ? yea , ‘how hadt’
' ownheartbéen [c;upmﬁ‘dke%luﬁ herctofore t chinke' i
o] _ . e/
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‘ wi,t‘h thy felfewbat-an infinite unreafonable thing is it thatthe '

heart of any man in the-world, or tb{ own heart, fhould befer
more upon 2 bafe.luft then upon the living, eternall ;. and ind:
nite God. "Tis faid of Abab , thas he fold himfelfe to worke:
wickednefle, 1 Kings 21.20. be thou willing then to fell thy felf
to God, to give up thy felf to God; the bearts of the founes of men;,
(itis faid) ave fet, and fudly fet to doc evill, Ecclef.8.11. doenot -
thou content thy felfe with fome faint wifhes and defires after
'6od, but let thy heart be fet and fully fet for God. In Micab 7.
3. ivisfaid ::3‘{“ evill with both bands earneftly 5 marke, they
doeevill , and they doe evill eameftly, and they doe evill eara..
neitly with both hands. Now then, for fhame be not thon flog~"
ith in doing ferviee for thy God ; doe thazwhich is good, and"

oe it with both thy hands , and doe it tarnchily withall thy.

heart. . . o y o S
" Againe, we have one notable Scripture more that fhewes how "

the hearts of men are fetupon that which is evill, Prov.1g.28.

The mouthiof the wicked deveuseth iniquity; *ds an elegant exprefli~
an of cl'{oly‘thﬁ,;.itsa mm‘;{\qor,{ikm fromgtbe sralice:
of brute creatures ; as now take a beaft that hath been keépt from:
drink a long time, and is exceeding thirfly , if you bringitto:
the water ; it will chruft its head into the wager, as. if it wonid.
devoyr gt.;,whofe River, and could neverbe fatisfied < that is:

, &bq‘qliﬁﬁg of this phrafe, ithe moxth of vhe wicked devoureth ini-:

qurify, th: hen he comes to his finne;he is as greedy upon it;:
as thebeaft that hath been kept long from water .isgreedy of
water. O how Thould ourhearts be infinitely more greedy afer:
God, and his fervice , then wicked men are orcangb‘e ter the.
fervice of their lufls ! to conclude all this , - withithat you have.
Eixodus 30, from verfe 34..to the end 5 there wada perfume there
to be made by the compofition of the Apothecary ; bue there
was this chargegiven , as for the perfume which thou (balt make,
yon [hall nosmakg to your felves s “accoxding to the compofition thereof,
3t fhall be unto thee bolyfor she Lord, &¢.. $b3 conclude thiis .ﬁoin:,:
there iSnone like t6.God, he being abeve all ; When your hearts
therefore are in any good frame towards God, and

Yifted up towards God, take heed they benot lifced up towasds

any creature in the fame manner as g ase towards God y for.
Cu g our

.
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your ferviceto God muft be futable to the nature of God 3 now
there is none like to God, therefore there fhomld be no fuch fer-.
vice tendred to any,as is tendred to God : thus much for. the
firft thing, whereby the name of God ' is advanced here; whois
ike unto thee O Lord among the gods! )
¢ comenow to the feeond , glorious in bolineffe ; The word
tranflated here gloriows 5 doth as well fignifie magnificent,noble,
and fo itisufed in many places : thou art ma t and woble
intby bolineffe. Brethren, it isthe greateft magnificence, the.
nobility, and height of {pirit, thatcan be,tobeholy :
God himfelfe is a magnificent God, and he is ennobled by his
holineffe : this fets out the excellency of holineffe.’
Againe, glorious m bolineffe, it is rendred by fome glorious in

" holy things : that is, glorious in thy holy Angels , gloriousin

thy holy Saints , glorious in thy holy word , glorious in thy:

holy Ordinanees, glorious in thy holy worfhip; Godindeed is

very glorious in his Angels, and in his Saints, and in his word,
and in his worfhip 4 and in his Ordinances ; but wewill take
thewords as you have them here, glorious ix bolineffe. _
~ And for the explication of theglory of«God in this Ticle,
there are thefe three things tobe done: Firfty to thew you a

little what holinefle in God is. Secondly, I fball open unto youy

- how God is faid to beglorious in holinefle. And then Third-

| l,;,;, I hall fhiew youwhy God hath this Title given him hege in;
¢

is place; why heis rather faid here to.be gloriousin holi-
nefle, then glorious in power : for it was an a& of power racher,
that God did put forth in the deftrution of the Egyptiars; and
deliverance of his people. ' T

" For the fift : whatis holineffe in Gog f‘:;; \;efundqd}md thié
(as generally wedoe almoft all chings of God ) gacher by way

of negation then otherwife; ratherby whatitisnot, then by
whatitis, therefore weufe to fay that Gods holineffeis that
whzr;bx his natute is free from all kinde of mixeure, and frony
the leaft {o

caufe light is fo purea creature and fo free from any mixture
of pollution, that it can be amongft filthy things without any
degl:mcnt of it felfe : fo God.can worke with {inne it fcHe, and.

~ yet withotit_any defilement of his nagure 5 but befides this nes

gaﬁOﬂ;

foil and filth of finne; therefore God is called light;be- -
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gation , if youwould know fomewhat pofitively, what she
holinefle of God is, I would defcribe it briefly to you thus : It
is the infinive veciitnde and perfeciion of the will of God efpeciallyy
whereby be doth: will end worke all things futable to vhe infinite ex-

~ cellency of bis own beings the excellency of God is thé higheft, and-

therefore the rule of all excellency; and -the will of God being
alwayes futableto his owne- infinite execllency , and impofi
ble to vary inthe leaft from it , therefore "his will is the rule of
all hotinefle. Let us confider it a little by looking into the

“holinefle of the creature, and by that- we fhall fee fomewhat of

the holinefle of God : for as weicannot fce.the glory of the Sun

by looking dire&flly' upon it, it being too bright an obje for -

us : butby thercfle®ion of its beames in the water we may
behold its glory : fo, the holineffe of God is too ‘brighttobe
beheld in+it felfe ; we cannot behold the infinite purity and
holinefle of God immediately : butby looking upon the holi-

nefle of the creature, which “is as it were the refle&tion of Gods'

holiriefle upon ityand a ray and beam of it, we may come to

. {eefomewhat of the holinefle of God. Now the holineffe of @

ercature is this, - the feparation of it from common things to a
koly ufe, or the dedicition of a creature in fome immediate
munner to God, for the lifting up of the nanie of God s the ho-
Yinefle of the Saints is this, the feparation of their fpirits from
all common thinﬁs toGod as the higheft and laft end. And
when they are ablé to worke to God as the utmoft end , and to
will that they doein order to God asthelaftend 5 and fo asis

futable to God as the higheft end, that is the holinefle of their -

wills : fo icis in Gods holineffe : Gods holinéflc is a dedication,
asit were, of God to himfelfe : ¢hat is’, God being of and from
him{elfe,” and himfelfe being hiis bwn laft end; he gives up him~'
{elfe vato hinifelfe, and wills himfelfe as the higheft and ut-
moft end, and fo wills all things in order to himfelfe as the
laftand higheftend: this is the%ro

 of this holineffe is that fampe and worke of grace that is upon’
" the creaturc:when the creatureis emabled to will God as the

higheft end, and all thingsin fubordination to him , the crea~

eure is then faid to be h'ﬁf’ » becanfe it hath a ftampe of God -

apon ic: thisis Gods holineffe, 3
D F - Bug

lineffe of God; and the image -

v
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heraity; whofe name is boly. Wh R
ticis inv this whafe game is boly 1and o whem God would fweave
by himfelfe (Amos 4.2. }hefweares by his holinefle. Now as the
.Scripture fayes, when God could fwease by nogreater;he fvgzr;

Vg

-..; Batyglavinw i bolineffé +)hotieris Govk-glérdond s holid
nefle? G?&Iis glorionain alt his ataribut dvorkei? und: the

sruth s ther’isnotone thing in God more gloriouskhen ano-
‘ther, every auribute of God being in It felfe equally glorious
but in regard of manifeftation and according to our appsehen-
fion, fo 4ne thing appeares more glorious then anodfier 5 and
God ispleafed o {péak to us according to our apprehenfions:
therefore you may. (ee how the Saints doe efpecially glory in
God asa holy God: looking upon him asa haly God, they doe
-excaedingly rejoyce and glory in him: therefore fayes the Pfal-
wift,Pfal.99.3. Les thempraifethy great and tervible name, for i
is boly: and verfe §. Exalt ye the Lovd okr God, and worfhip at bix
Joor-flaol, for beis boly: and again 3 verfe 9. exals the. Lord our
God and wor/bip at bis bily billy for the Lord our God is boly. Thus
the people of God look ‘upon Godin his holinefle as the fpe-

- -¢jall ground of his praife and exaltations yea the Angels them-

felves. in heaven, look ugon' God inhis holinefle, and efpecially
exals hig from thencey Ifzich 6.3. ticGhernbimes and Seraphines .

-+ cxy three timesybolysbolyholy is the Lord of befls. Younever finde

any of Gods auributes mentioned fo three times sogether:
though itis true; God is infinite in power, and in wifedome,

aswell as in holinefle 3 yet you never. finde in- Stl:t‘i’?mre that .

God is faid to be wife, wife, iwife; or, almighey, almughty, al-
mighay : butbely, boly, bolyy theee dmes sogether: agg Zs the
Angels of Heaven adore Goé efpecially for his holinefle, {o the
Church of God,Rev.4.8. cryes out, baly, bely, boly, Lord God al-
mighty, thewing the blefled condition of - the Church of Gody
wehen it (aall be heveaflenmore fan@tifiadi, aid God fall dwell
waronglt them, they fhall éxceedingly then:ddore'God -int hiv:

" dolinefle above any other ateribute 3'yez God hinifelfe: feemes

-to glory in his holfneflaabove any- other attribuce ; therefore

when God would lift up-hinifelfe in his glory, and giveyou the

higheft enpreflion of him&eHe ,. he doth i€ in ‘this,ashe is holy
Jatsb97.15, For this faith thebigh anil:Tof'w ene thas inbubiteth
nﬁ God would lifc vp himéelfe,

..
N P N



T bc Saints Treafury.

by himielfe: fo.l may fay, whenGod could fweare by nocx-

edllency above ¢his e fwares by his holinefle. -

Again,God glories in heaven it felfe as the hablestion of his
holinefle : -heaven is the habitation of Gods glory , there God
Jets out his El: fully: buc what is that glory? why the ¢
all,is,the ho of God Ifaiab 63.15. Looke downe from.
ven and bebold frem the babisation of thy bolinefle and 1by gioo.

yea the throne of God 1sGods holme s Pfel. 4738. God fiteth
ugm the tbrone of bis beli ouknow Kings upon their
rones are exaleed and li np N fo isGod hftcd up upon the
throne of his holinefle. = Solomon, he made himfelfe a throne of

the ¢ of God is a throne of holinefle, a throne of brxght
fhining holineffe. - -

Again, when God reloyces in his people; he doth it as the!
areaholy people, Beut.7.6. For thom art-a boly people unto t

Lordthy God : ‘the Lord thy God -bash chofen thee m ¢ & peculiar

people wnso bimfelfe aboverall’ the propht that are upon the fave of 1he
cargb. Yea fusther , you fhall finde that d\t:g::nbut{: of holi~
neﬂ"ensmore efpecially afcribed to the chird perfon inthe Tri-
: God the ather is a holy Godsthe Son;he is the holy one
of 5 but the Holy ghoft hath his name from Holinefle :
and tis Very obfernbk, thac all the three perfons challenge ast
<equall fhare in the working of holineQfe in the creature, it being
{uch a part of Guds glory, thacall the thice perfons work it
wherefoever icis: as the acher, heisa Sanltifier. Fude fpeaks
of the work of fan@ification t by- God the Facher ‘in
the firft verfe of his Epiftle, Tothem thas are fandlified by God
theFasber. And then for theSon, Epb.§.24,26. Husbands,love
your wivess even a5 Chrift alfoloved the Church , and gave bimfelfe
for ity that be might fandhfic and cleanfe it with the wafbing of wa-
$8r by the Word.  Chrift he gives himfelfe for his Church to
whac ead ? Notthuhcmlﬁ
that he might fan&:ﬁe italfo; and then the Spirit of” God,
LCor.6.1x. And Juch were [omme of you: but ye are wafbed, but ye

fu&nﬁcd,but]nm d 5 inthe Nume of the Lord Fefis ami
by the Spirit of m Y f ik

lvoz, and overlaid it with the bcﬁgold, 1 Kings30.38. But

t bring ic to Heaven onely, "but -

thacall che three ons come m for -

a ﬂm-em tlus wo:k.dusu the glocious work of I ather,Sonﬂnd
-Holyg oft.
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- Butyet further for the demonfiration of it :_holinefle muf
- needsbe the glory of God , becaufe it is thehigheft Ferfc&:ton
and re&itude of an Intelligent free Agent. An Intelligent free

ent is the higheft being of all , and holinefle is the re&itude.

of that being , and therefore muft needs be. glorious. Hence it
is, that grace is called Gods image, becaufe it is thac which re-
refents God in his higheft excellency : for thatis Frop;rly m.
fm:igc of another thing,that fets ic out in the excellency ofit

if it doeit onely in 2 common and generall way , itis notan,

Image of it. And then, in Scripturesholinefie is called the beau<
ty of God, Pjaim.27.4. One thing bave 1defired of the Lord, that.
Twill fecke afters that I may dwell in the boufe of the Lord all tbe dayes,
of my life; to behold the beauty of the Lord.,-and to emgaire in b,
Tmﬂk. Now what is Gods beauty but the beauty 'mrlimﬂé.:
the holinefle of God app=aring in his Ordinances, and his wor~
fhip is the lufter and beauty of the infinite glory of God , as
Pfalm.110.3. the Ordinances are called the beauty of holinefic:
Thy pesple ol be willing in the day -of thy power in the beauties of
bolineffe,&c.  Yea holinefle, fomne feeds of it, the very Image of
it, onely in the creature, is called the.glory of God, Rem. 3.
23. All bave finned and come fhort- of the glory of God 3 the very,
?Egimin s-of the work of holinefsin the hearts: of Saints is cal~
¢

the glory of God ; much more then the infinite holineffe of

Gods own nature. Further , it. is-holinefle that puts alufter
upon all the other attributes of God, and makes them glorious
and honourable, Pfalm.111.9. Holy and reverend is bis name; the

name of God is therefore reverend, becaufe holy. 5 fo take all

the height of excellencies that arein God, yet if they be fuch as
you can conceive them feparated from his halinefle, they doe
not make his name reverend: and this fhewes. hqw infinicely ic

concernes us to labour after holipefle; if all the excellencies of -

- God cannot make his name reverend;being {eparated from holi-
- nefle,then let the creature have what mclgcncy it wilfor parts,
for eftate,for dignity,and honour in the world; take away.holi-
nefs,& you cannot fay reverend is his n;xpc;bqt,b;l; andreverend
# bis namesfo it is faid of God;his name isreverend,becaufe holy.
Again, Gods name s glorious by holineffe, becaufe icis the
fpeciall end of all his works, to Dadva,pgg[;élip‘jcﬂ}:_ ia worknl:‘ax
. o ~“whe
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\" when he drawes a workey-hethewes Artin the beginning ofic: -

blur when he'comes to the top of it there he fhewes the excelw
Iency ofhis workmanfhip : "tis fo with God , God will be ho-
noured in all his workes, of creation and providence : but now

 come tothe height and pitch of all , and ’tis that he might be

‘honourcdiasa holy 6od; and that he might have a holy

ple tohonour him here, ‘and to all eternity. 1fay holineffe is

4 that which God aymed at in creating of heaven and earth; 'tis
- that which'God aymes at in all the wayes of his providence =

Teis the great bufinefle for which the fon of God came into the
world ,, that he might redeem to himfelfe a people to ferve him
in holincffe : "tis the énd of the great councell of God from all
€ternity ; yea-ahd that he might manifcft the beauty of his. own
holineffe in‘ thofe two great attributes, Mercy and Juftice,
which are the branches of his holinefle , that he might make
thém fliine to all eternity : thisis that God aymes at 3 ‘thereford
holineffe muft needes be the glory of Gods name. . .

Now a little for ehie third: buc whae is the reafon that thig
Titleis given to God here in this Song of Mafes, glorious in bolis

" meffe? the reafon is this: to fhew, dhat the infinite cxcclImC{ of
eaft

-

.Gods power is fuchs ,- that it is withoutany mixture of the
~ evillin the exercife of it : here was an a& of mighty power put

forth, and Ged was infinitely holy in thisa& of his power. It

. s otherwife with men' (ebferve'the.difference berween God and

man) It isa very hard ;¢hing for 2'man to doe great things
and to manifeft great powsk wichoat a ixuure of evill : as *is

* with the waters, while they run flallow,they may run clearelys

but when once the Waters rife and overflow, they run muddy;
and ufually there is & greae deale of filtdi comes in with greae
ftreames : fothough in common and ordinary workes. we doe
not manifeft our uncleanneffe; yet *is feldome when we ayme
to doc gréat things, but we manifeft a great deale of filthineffe ¢

-but it is otherwife with GodiGod is great in power, and in thag
- keeps the glory of hi¢ Holineffe: - And .God manifefted here the

reatneffe of his wrath epon hiis enemies , and yetthe glory of
Bis holineffe too: It isa vety hard thing for men to doefo ; let
‘siteh have their anger flir''d a lietle, O how much filth doe they
prefently difcover ? how many have wethac all sho while they
von o ' o . are

et AL
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- arepleafed are excecding mecke and loving , but let any thing
flirre their ‘fatﬁo,n, and O whata greatdeale of filth appeares,
like a pond that isful] of mud at the bottome, and clearcag
top, but ftirreita lictleand then its nothing but filth, Afa-"
ther or a2 mother cannot tell how to be difpleafed with a childe
or corre& it, but abundance of corruption comes with that an-
gersand o a governour a fervant. Who can execyte Juftice ypon
others,: but there will be much of felf, felf-ends” and- felf-inte;
reft ; but now here is the glory of God, that when he manifeficth
his wrath, though it be fore wrath ; yet heis ? arious in holiz
neflein great wrath 5 heisinfinitely powerfull in his wrathy
and in the execution.of his Judgements, and yet infinite in ho-
linefle oo ; therefore the vials of Gods wrath are faidta be of -

. gold, which is the purcft mettall ; fois God .in the executing
of his gudggmems, Clet us Jabaur to imitate God in this?:
thou that hafta paflionate {pirit, and art foon provoked , gnd

.

difcovereft abundance of filthinefle,fee how unlike thou artun-
120 God ;. though thou thouldeft be difpleafed wich thae which'is
finfull, and mayft corre& thy ,ch,nl,d,nzc*p,. and fervantsy yetbe
fure to keep thac which is the beauty of all in thy corre&ing of
_others, and thac is holineffe. . T S
~ Againe, this Title is given to God here; becaufe in this greag
worke of his he did manifefthis faichfulneffe in fulfilling of b
promifes to his people ; many promifes God had. madepKis
‘Church for their prefervation and deliverance: and God in this
worke of his did gnlﬁll_thcf e promifes : now Gods faithfulnefle
. is a branch of his holineffe ; therefore becaufe he manifefted his
faithfulneflein this worke, Mofes and the pegple extoll his
name by this Title, glorions in:bolineffe. Itis obfervable, and ic
is of great ufe to us , that Gods faithfulnefle is a branch of his
holinefle: if you comdparc_ twp $c;ip§urc§,~ youwill findeic¢fos -
Haiab.55.3. fayes God, Iwill make aneverlafting copemant with
~ you, even the fure mercies of David, and this Scripture. is quoted
Adis 13.34. 1 will give you the fure mercigs of David: {o we read its
but in'the originall it is tke boly and faithfull things of David: £
that when God eomes to thew mercy according tohis word 5 he
doth manifcft the glory of his holinefle, and it is of admira~
ble ufe to Gods people to -tl’r)rqngthcn ‘their faith, You havé:.
2 Dig ““hear
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* thisholinefleishis faitbfulnefle,in fulfilling his promifes to his

. heard that theglory of God is his holinefle, now one part of

people : therefore it concernes God as he Joves his own glory,
_tobefaithfull in fulfilling of his tpx’omif’es » and God lookes at
it ds his glory to doe it; thy comforts are deere to thee, -and thy
prefervation is deere to thee , but Gods glory isdearer to him,
yea Gods glory is dearer to him then thy foul, or thy eternall
eftate can be to thee; and the top of Gods glory is his holineffe
and his holineffe confifts in this (In one thing) his faichfulnefle
in his promifes. ‘

- Now for ‘heapplicatiot; of this, firk: hence you may ob-

ferve , whether ever you underftood God ariﬁht or no 3 letme
put this ?ucﬁion, toyou, what is that excellency of God that

- your foul clofeth with ? we fpeak much of Gods excellency,

and weall fay, welove God, and deliglitin God , and blefle ~

God ;but now, whatisit in God that drawes thy heart fo to
him, and caufeth thy foul to love thy God, and to blefe thy
God, and to delight in thy God (as thou fayeft ) fince the time
‘that ever thou kneweft him ? what, is it that God will thew
mercy to thee, and pardon thy finne, and fave thy foul, and

- bring theeto heaven ? thefe are things indeed that we are tolove
and blefle God fer : but there muft be more ; it is the very per-
Yon of God himfelfe that our hearts muft be taken with, and ig
muftbe the perfon of God in his excellency : and what is that ?
-his holineffe; therefore hath ever the lufter of the infinite holi-
nefle of God thined upon thy heart, and drawne thy heart to
God, dnd caufed thee to ftand and adore him, and admire

him; and hash:thy heart leapedupon the fight of the bright-

nefle of his holineffe ? and docft thou therefore love him ? if {0}
thou knoweft God aright and thy heart hath been aright drawn
to him: fayes David, Pfalm. 119.140. thy word is very pure,there~
fore thy fervant loves it. Canft thou fay o, O Lord., thou art
spure, thou art holy, therefore doth thy fervant love thee; and
. thy word is holy, and thy worfhip is hroly, and thy fervants are
‘holy, and thy Ordinances are hoﬁv, and therefore doth thy fer~
vant loveall thefe : for if thebeauty of Gods holinefle be that
which drawes thy heart forth in love unto God , th#f propor-
“tionably itwill be thebeauty of holinefle in all holy thxé:gs
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that will draw thy heart to love and delight in them : then thou
wilt looke upon his Saints as glorious in holineffe, and u

his worfhip, and word, and Ordinances, as glorious in holi«
nefle, and fo thy heart will be drawn unto them. Pfalm. 33.21.

: {ou fhall fee there how the Saints of God did rejoyee in the

ord, and had their hearts drawn to him, becaufe of his holi-
nefle; for our bearts fball rejoyce in bum becaufe we bave trufled in
bis boly name: the trufting in Gods holy name, is that which
makes our hearts rejoyce in him. -
But Secondly, hence the people of God fhould exceedingly

* comfort themfelves in God ; in that they have to deal with him

asaholy God: that though they meet with much uuholinefle

In.the fpirits of men with whom they doe converfe: yet there is

* in God nothing but holineffe, yea the very beauty and glary of

holinefle : Brethren, it is a delightfull thing, yeaarare anda
blefled thing, tomeet with a friend that hath a cleane and a

. purcheart, that hath no mixturein him, that is holy in his

ends and aymes, and that hath a fpirit free from guile: Owhat
rejoycing is there, when one friend that hath a heart pure and -

cleane, and free from guile, can meet with another fuch as him-

.felfe, and can clofe together in every point ! buc what a delight

then is it to meet with a God that is infinite in purity and ho-
Yinefle, in whom there is no mixture atall ! God he takesdc~
light in us, becaufe we have but fome drops of his holinefle. O

how fhould we then rejoyce in him who. {s' infinite in holincfe:
- Indeed when we deal with menswe doe not alwayes finde them

as we expet; we many times meet with men of excellent parts
and gifts; buc when we come to clofewith thegp we doz not

finde their wayes and fpirits futable to the eminéncy and ex~ -

eellency of thofe parts and gifts; and this is a grievous vexatian
tothe Saints , when they look upon men thatare émigent ands
excellent, and hope to finde a proportion of {pirit {utable
thereunto, but inftead thereof finde abundance of filth in their
fgirits; though this may trouble thee,yet blefle thy God in this
that when thou art to deal with-God thou fhalt finde néthing

- ‘but holineffe in him, thou fhalt finde him working according

to hisexcellency 5 for that] told you was the nature of Gods | |

holinefle,'ds the perfeQion of his will whereby he workﬁ‘ all
« - things
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-things {ucable to his eminency and excellcncy.'Man hath an

‘excellency in him, but not alwayes gracein hisheart to worke
futable to it; but God,] fay,alwayes workes futable to his emi»
ncncy-and excellency.Now when our hearts are raifed with the

" ~ fight of Gods excellency , and then thinke with our felves we

" fhall alwayes fmdeeodwopkiugl aecording to it, O what a

comfort is this to a gracious foul againft all the evill he meets

- with in the fpirits of men, amongft whom he converfech ?

Againe, further for the comfort of the Saints, if God,be glo-

 rious in holinefle (then as in the former point, as there is none
like to God , fo thereisnone like to his people 5 for as a mans

god is,foishe,) fo are the Saints glorious in holineffe too;
for that which can makean infinite God glorious, muft needes
make a poor worme a glorious creature. Itis true, that which
will make a poor man glorious,will not make a King glorious,
but that which will make a King glorious muft needs make a
begger glorious: nowholinefle puts a lufter and glory uﬁon

ou

~ thedivine nature it felfe, upon the infinite God : fo that if ¢

haveit, it muft needs put.a glory upon thee:. therefore it is
obfervable, that the communication of Gods holineffe tous is
expreft in a?‘thcr way then when he communicatesany other
attribute to us: when God communicates his knowledge to us,
we are not faid to partake of the divine natureby it s and (o his
power, and the like : but when he communicates his holin fle
tous, weare then faid to be made tﬁartakers of the divine na-
ture: the holinefle of the Saints is the fame with Gods holinefle;

~ as itwere a beame of his : {o fayes the Scripture, Heb.12.10. He

chaftneth us foxwur profit, that we might be pzrtaﬁg‘rs of bis boline(Ja.
‘Marke, bis bolineffesand thercfore it putsa won
excellency upon us ; for it enables us to worke as God , and to

* live as God : for what is Gods holineffe , as I faid before, but

that whereby he workes to himfelfe as his laft end , futable to
+his own excellency? {o the Saints come to worke to God accor-
ding to their meafure, astheir laftend , futableto the infiniee
excellency of God himdelfe : and {o they live as Gdd, lives and
worke as God workes; and {oare fitted to have communion
with God ; asthe life of a plant makes it not fit to have com-
munion with beafls : nor the life of beafts withmen : nor n};\
» L - wi
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with the life of God. Now holincfle is the higheft Iife of alf
beings, being the life of God : and therefore fits for commuini=
. onwith God : for in communion there mnft be the fame life ¢

therefore no creature cah have communion with God, that
doth not live the fame life that God doth : but if thou partakeft
of holinefle, thou liveft the life that-God doth, and fo art fit to
have communion with God himfelfe.

. Further, it puts not onely a glory upon thy perfon, but\upon \

all thou haftand doeft : it fan&ifies all; as the gold was fan&i-

of Gods common providence , are fan&ified to Gods people:
there is a lufter upon all the ﬁood they enjoy, by vertue of that
bolinefs which God puts in them:as Gods holinefs puts a lufter

upon all his atcributes , {o holinefle in the Saints putsa lufter -
,u%on their parts, nameg, eftates, converfe with others ; thereis
a

eauty upon all by holinefle 5 take a man that hath excellent
naturall parts, if he haveno holinefle , -there is no lufter and
beauty imhim : but take a man that hath‘able parts, and holi-

- ncfle too, O the lufter chat then appeares in them.

- Againe, holinefle is the very principle of eternall life, the
very beginning of eternall life in the heart, and that which
will certainly grow up to eternall life. Againe, holineffe is the
proper object of Gods delight 5 God delighes not in the.legs of

"a man, bat in hisholinefle; let a man be whache will, if God

feeany impreflion of holinefl¢ in him , the foul of God clofeth
with thac {oul. ‘ :

Further,holinefl¢ is that which is the feparation of the crea~
ture for God, and eterrall life: there is (‘you know) a twofold
feparation of a creature for Gdd ¢ you have the expreflion,
Plalm.4.3. The Lord bath [et.apart him_that ‘is godly for bimfelfe 3
he is icc apart paflively; and then hehath an-a&ive prineiple to
fet apart himfelfe for God. God in his eternal}l ¢le&ion fets a~

rt thofe he intends to fave for himfelfe; here are thofe, fayes

‘ God , that[ havefet apart from the common :Fampe of man-

kinde,to magnifie the riches of my grace upon, and to live with
me o all eternity. I God fhould now look from heaven up-
on a man or woman in the congregation, and fay, Beitknown

w0 all the world that 1 from cternity have fet apart, fuch a mag,

" . fied by the Altar : fo the very naturall altions, and the wayes

(‘,
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and woman, toglorific them with my felfefor ever : every one
would look upon fuch a2 man and woman as glorious creatures
indced : butnow know , that if God hath flampt the image of
his bolinefle upon thee, thou haftas much honour from God,
asif he fhould thus {peak to thee: and in fome re(pe&s more :
for if God fhould declare, that from all eternity thou art fet a-
part from the creature for God, this were glorious; but when
God hath put a principle of his own fpirit into thee, to enable
thee to fet apart thy felfe, and to confecrate thy felfe , and thy
allto God, this is more ; forin the other thou arc bue paffive,
in this thou art altive : As on the contrary, there is more
dreadfull evill in unholinefle then in reprobation ; men area-

¥raid of reprobation , that God fhould fet them aparc from e-.
" ternity to magnifie the glory of his Juftice upon them 5 and ‘s -

true, this is terrible : but while thou apprehendeft this as terri-

~ ble; thou thy felfe art a&ive in thae whichis moreterrible;

thou dofta&ively fet thy felfe apart for eternall wrath and

that is, by the filthinefle and wickednefle of thy heart and life,

mifery : theotheris paflive, and then art onely fec apart : but
in the wickednefle of thy heart thouart altive, and fetft thy.

felfeapart: Foras holinefle is thededication of the creature
to God, the feparation of it from all other things unto God by
an a&ive principle;fo on the contrary,finne is the {eparation of

whe creature by an a&ive prin ciFlc from God toall ‘mifery, I
thought to have enlarged my felfe in comparing the glory and

happineffe of the Saints, and the mifery of thewicked'toge-

ther, bue-sime will not give leave.

" Furthier, as holineffe makes the name of God to be reverend,

foholinefle in the Saints pugsa reverend re(pe& upon them in
the very confciences of wicked men : take the vileﬁf wicked
men, though they cry out of thee ; yetknow, ifthou walkeft
ftrictly, thy clofe walking with God will gaine refpeét and re-
verence from their hearts, in fpite of their hearts. And the
reafon why the people of God gaine not refpect and efteeme,
is, becaufe they doe not walke ftritly 5 many men miftake
themfelves : they thinke that ftriGnefle isflighted and contem-
ned, and therefore th in to leffen and abate in their exa®
walking: but _thism:{es em difeftoemed ;5 and it is juft 21;3
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God it fhouldbe {o: doth the abating of holinefle helpe thee
to a reverend refpe& ? no, walke more clofely with God, and
thou wilt have refpet from mens confciences: doe what they
canythou wilt anger their luft ; but. thou wilt convince.their
confciences : and in their moft ferious mood they will fay, O
that my foulwere in this mans fouls ftead : and how often doe
they fay fo on thceir death bed ? and if holinefle put an excel-
lency and glory upon low and meane things , as in the law
what a glory did it put upon a piece of Wood , or Leather, or
Brafle, when once it was confecrated -to a holy ufe ? becaufe

- that was Gods Ordinance, God did putitinit, and notman:

for aman to thinke it is in th e power of his will to make God
‘efteem , or that others in reference unto God fhould efteeme of

a creature , more then what God hath put into it, isagreag

miftake :* that common ftones by my will fhould beholy, and
confecrated to God, and muft not be medled with, that I fhould
put a divine excellency ugon that which hath onely a naturall
excellency in it 5 whataboldneffe would this be in me: but

"~ now, if Gods Ordinance be fo, then there is a glory putupon '

itjas in the Temple, becaufe it was dedicated to God by divine

inftitution, there the very wood, ahd braffe, and every thing

had an excellency uponit:Now I'would argue thus, fhall cere-

moniall holinefle ﬁu_t'-fu‘ch an excellency upon a piece of e,
t!;_hcrl!whnt then fhall the image of God put upon an immortall.
A further ufe fhould have been this, IfGod be glarious in’

* holinefle, then certainly (brethren) God will ma¥ntaine holi~

nefle in the world : and this is one reafon amongf others , of
this Title given to God here, becaufe he did worke for his
Church :- God will henour his own Ordinances and .worfhip,

» and will maintaine his Saints that are holy 5 preferve me O Lord

(fayes David) for I amboly : andthou wilt not give thy boly one to
Jee corraption. 1f thou beeft Gods holy one,he will not leave thee:
ro the power of corruption , he will defend thee and'maintaine’
thee : therefore fa{cs the Plalmift in Pfalm. 68.35. - O God theu'
ars terrible out of thyboly places 5 what are there any that will be

injurious to Gods people when they are in the way of hisholy -

worfhip? God will be weirible out of his holy placesunto fuchs
oL E : .thefe
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 thefe expreflions are againt the enemics of God , becaufeicis

theholinefle of God , and the people of Gods holineffe thae

they fet themfelves againft. And let all men take heed whae

they doein oppofing the Saints, and the wayes of Gods holy
worthip; for God will maintaine holineffe : therefore_it con-
cernes us all to honour holinefle our felves , and ¢o fec up the

 glory of Gods holineffe as much as wecan in theworld. O let

us labour al to be holy, as ourheavenly Father is holy : let
that be our prayer, Pfaim. 90.17. Let the beanty of 1he Lord oirr
Gedbeuponws; O grow up more in holinefle, which is. the
beauty of God : ' converfe much with God, that thou mayeft be

. holy: when Mofes was forty dayes in the Mount conveifing wich

' the prefence of fo holy a God.; *is a natable expreflion of .

God , he came downe with hisface fhining : and certainly,
thofe people that converfe much with God will have their faces
fhine with holineffe : there is much to be had in conve:fing

with God, who is ahol{God. And fhew forth the beauty of

holinefle in thy conver{ation,that others may fay, if one beame
of holinefle be fc delightfull in fuch a man or woman , ‘O how
lorious in holineffe then is God himfelfe! I remember whata
cathen {aid of the God of the Chriftians , when he faw the
courage of the Chriftians, certainely (fayes he) the God of the
Chriftians is a great Gud : why let us walke fo holily before

‘others that they may read holinefle in our converfations, and
- beforced to fay, certainly the God of chis people is aholy God: -

Efpecially looke to thy heart to cleanfe that when thou draweft
neere to thisholy God, in this holy worfhip,, then labour to
fandifie his name ; looke to thy feet, come not in thy filth inta

Joua, Fofbua24.19. when the people fay,we will ferve the Lord,

for be is our God: {ayes Jofbua yyou cannot ferde the Lord , for be ia
anboly Gody é&rc. Asif he fhould fay , it isanother manner of
bufineffe to ferve the Lord then you thinke for, for you have to

“deal with a holy God, and *tisnot externall worfhip will ferve '
. histiirne. It is an argument pe(;ple doe hot know » when
~ they can tugne_his fervice off fo

“his flightly : the fight of God
would puc thee into another frame; didft thou know God in

hisholineffe, thou wouldft look upon the fervice of Godasa
868 {ervice; diqu fexvefta holy God, as they fay, S 3.6.20.

o who
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who can ftand before this holy God 2 fo, didft thou apprehend
God to be a holy God, thy heart would be firicken with feare:
and awe, and thou wouldft fay, who can ftand before this ho-
ly God ¥ God isgreatly tobe feared in the affemtly of the Saints,
and 1o be bad in reverence of thofe that aré round about him , Plalm.

89.7. God istobehad in reverence of all men; but if you come.

neer to him , certainly then you muft labour to fanétifie your

~ hearts. How canft thou come before the lufter and . beanty of -

6ods holinefle with wilfull uncleannefle in thy heart ? that
Text in Fob is very remarkable Fob x3.1x. Shall not bis excellency
make y:u afrard ? You have heard that Gods holinefle ishis ¥xa
cellency : now Ifay 4 to theethat hafttodeal with him, thall
not his excellency make thee afraid ? art thou confcious of thy
uncleannefle and doeft thou come into the prefence ofaholy
6od and not feare and tremble before him? O bold daring
heart that thou haft, that canft come into the prefence of a ho+
1y God with an unholy heart; and not tremble: itwould be

of admirable ufe in all our dealings with God , to have cleare -

apprehenfions of his holinefle. - .
Againe, labour to magnifie God thisway : as God is glos
rious in holinefle, fo fet -him out in his glory by keeping his

worthip pure. It isa {peciall thing God lookes at, that we take _

- heed whar we doe in defiling of his worfhip. Gods Ordinances
are the beauty of his holinefle, therefore we muft labour to
come pure and cleane unto them : ’tis that which God com=
mands his Church, to keep the veflels of his fan&uary holy,
‘and thofeare the ordinances : and we are unfaithfull in our
charge, if wedoe not keep the ordinances holy : in Fxod. 20.

24.25. God gives them charge there to make him an Altar : bur

fayes God, If thou wilt make me an Alter of flone , thou fbalt mot .

" builditof bewen flome : for if thou lift up thy tool npow it , thow halt |

- poliuted ;. What, might they fay, {hall we have an Altar of rude
fone? fhall wenot polithand make it fine and fumptuous?
will not that make it more fpecious to look upon? no, fayés

i6od; if you lift upa tool upon it you polluteit. We areaptto’ -

- .- «hinke, thatfuch and fuch mixtures of men, and fach and fuch

-ceremonies would make the worfhip of God glorious ; but this

‘isa great miflake, It is a ufuall thing for whores to- paint thieh
. - E 2 ) faces .
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faces ; they will not be content with their naturail beauty,

but are more pompous in their apparell then the chaft Matrons -
are.Itis fo with the whore of Babylon: how glorious are they in:
all their Worfhip? and what firange things have they to take the
outward fenfes? they are faine to drefle and trick up them-
felves, having not the purity of Gods worfbip : but certainely
thefe things defile the worfhip of God : compare ¢wo Textsfor
‘this, Ifai.44,9. They that ma{e’_ agraven Image are all of them va-

nity, and their deleciable things (hall not profit: marke, the Images
of Idolaters are deleGable things in their efteeme : but fee what
God fpeakes of them, Ezek. 7. 20. 4s for the beauty of bis orna-
menty be fet it i Majefty : but tbez' made the Images of their abo-
minations, and of their deteflable things thevein. They. call them
deleftable things, but God accounts them deteftable : but when
God fpeakes of his own ordinances, he fayes,as for the beauty.
of his ornament he fet it in Majefty. O the worthip of God in

- the plainnefs and fimplicity of the Gofpel! it is the ornament of
_ God, 8 de

the beauty of his ornament , and the beauty of his orna-
ment fet in Majefty: what phrafes are here? this. is Gods wor~
fhip; butif man mix any thing of his own in Gods worfhip;ic
is deteftable to God : -therefore if we would honour and mag-«
nifie God in his holineffe, let us keep pure his worfhlp 5 forho=
linefle becomes the worthip ofGod forever. - < ., !
_And then the confideration of this fhould humble us, and
make us athamed, for the remainder of all that unholineflc that
is inour hearts ; thefight of Gods holinefle made: Ijeich cry
.outy Ifaiab 6.5. Woe is mesfor I am undone , becaufe I am & man of

. uncleane lipsy and 1 dwellin the midft of a people of uncleane lips,

Jor mine eyes bave feen the King,the Lord of bofts. And certainely
there is nothing in the world hath that power to humble the

heart fo as Gods holinefle : and then is your heart humbled .

for finne aright, when you look upon it as that which is oppo~
-fite to the purenature of God. 1am not onely troubled for my.
finne becaufe 1 am afraid it will bring hell along with it , but
.bécaufe I have had a fight of th€ infinite holinefle of God , .and
.the purity. ofhisnature : and O that I fhould have a nature fo

- filthy, and oppofite to that infinite holineffe of his. And here=

-by cxamine yoyr hearts whether your humiliation be right ar
. T . L : - ‘Nos
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no; and this is one good argument, when the infinite holi-

» aefle of God hath madeyou fee your uncleannefle, and upon
i that hath humbled you. o
, . ~ "Laftly, what need have we all of Jefus Chrift! if God be glo-
i rious in holineffe, we fhould all of us fay, who can ftand before

fo holy aGod! were it not for the holineffe of the bleffed me-

o diator who ftands between the fatherand us, and prefentshis
¢ infinite facisfalion to the father for our finnes, and clothes us
‘. with his righteoufnefle, woe, woe unto us : if you could
poffibly imagine that all che excellencies of heaven and earth
. were put into one creature , except holinefle, yet if that crea-
‘ tire had but the leaft drop of uncleanneffe and unholinefle in
" it, God would eternally hate that creature; and were there not
a mediator between that creature and God, God would eter-
, nally let out his wrath usgop it; for God is fo glorious in holi-
; nefle thac he dothinfinitely hate filthineffe: we-wonder-te heare
' of fuch great mifery threagned to wicked men, but we fhould

cepmRe L,
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» " not wonder,did we know Gods holineffe: God doth {o infi- -

nitely hate finnethat he did inﬁand{ fend all the Angelsthat
fell,downe in chdines of cternall darknefle , and refufed to en-
ter inta the leaft parly with them , or to bereconeiled to them
for ever. Now what is the reafon,that though we have fo much
uncleannefle inus, yet God. is pleafedto be reconciled to us,
and to admit us into his prefence, and give us hopes to fee his
face with joy toall eternity ? *tis this, ufe we have a me-

diator, and they have none: were it not for that, could we wee
™= freamesof blood from our eyes , yet God would hate and ab-
horus , and his wrath would eternally feize upon us. And
therefore , though you may rejoyce in inherent holinefle, yet
let-your hearts efpecially be upon the perfe& holinefle of Jefus
Chrift, and tender up that to God : and though thou halt much
r . uncleanneffe in thy feife-and in thy duties (for alas what is it
3 for us totender duty to the -holy God) yet let .this comfort
thee, thou haft not to deal with God in thy felfe, but through
- Chrift ; and in him thou haft liberty to come, and mayeft look
I wpon Gods face with boldnefle; chis is the great miftery of god-
b _ lineffe, revealed in the Gofpell, that notwithftanding the in-
‘@ faitenefle of Gods holinefle, yet there fhoyld be a way- for us

polluted:
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polluted creacures to looke ugon this God with joy. This ,
myftery Is oncly taught in the Gofpel. Though men now thinke
they can come and cry to God for mercy 5 yet hercafter when t
God {hal let out the brightnefle of his holineffe to thee,and thoy
comeft to fee thy uncleannefe,then thy heart will finke down i - ;
~ eternall defpaire;thon wilt not endure to behold God then:And - T
if thoubecft not acquainted with God in this way of reconciv
™ liation, thou art undone for ever s therefore fludy the myflery
of the Gofpell; and make ufe of Chrift, chat the glory of Gods -
-~ bolincfle may not be to thy terrour, but to thy comfort.

* This Sermon m} prmbt_ March a1, 1640.
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