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 ButChriftisallin all.” ‘
ﬁ 4 - March 23
1641,

in this place thae fubje&k washandled of the Saints enjoy=-

ment of God, to be all in all,ous of 1 Cor.1§.v.28. and then ¥ -
told you we had fuch an expreflion in Scripture but onely
twice: applyed to God in the happinefle of the Saints-enjoyment

ITis not long fince (asfome of youmay remember ) that o

ofhim in heaven, and applyed here to Chrift, of what Chrift

is to them for the prefent.” . That which was handled about-

'Godsbeing #/lin allyis the end : this that is to be delivered con-

cerning Chrift being 4l in all, is that which brings the foul to
thatblefled end. Wherefore then, as Chrifthimfelfe fayes, Fobi:
14.1. Tee believe in God, believe alfoinme ;! Sol fay, as God fhall’

_ beallin ajt eternally to the Saints, doe you believe in that?

believe al{o in this , that Fam to deliver to you this day , that-
Chrifty be is all and in all , . ol
. The Apoftle Saint Paul was a chofen veflell to beare the

- name of Chiift , to car? it up and downe_ in the world: and

indced hisfpiric was full of Chrift, he defired to know nothing
but Chrift, to Preach nothing but Chrift, to be found in none:
buc Chrift; thevery namest Chrift was delightfull to hims,

. hefeekes inalthis Epiftles to magnifie Chrift, and-ip- thefe-

words ( that I have read unto you ) he doth omnifie- Chrifts.

. he makes him not onely great, but makes himall. There is

neither Greeke wor Fewy circumcifion nor uncircumcifion; Barbavian,:
Scythiany bond nor free,put Chriftis all- & in &l : thiac is,there is no;

" priviledge in the one to commend them to God ,_anid no wiiit}'
- ofany thing in the other to hinder them from: God 'y Jet'ingtis
- be what they-will in their cutward refpets ' what. is :hz};:g -
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God ? let them benever {o mean in regard of all outwards,
that cannot hinder them from the enjoypment of God : for God
lookes not ac thefe things , but Chrift is all and in all to them ; {o
farre as God feeth Chriftin any, he accepts of them : if Chrift
benotthere, whatever they have,he regards themnot,  Chrift
is all in 4ll, even in the cfteeme of the Facher himfelfe : he was
the delight of the father from all eternity , Prev.8.30. and the
father tooke infinite contentment in him upon his willingnefle
to undertake this blefled worke of the redemption ofgt:an-
kinde. _God the father is infinitely fatisfied in Chrift, heis all
inall cohim : Surely if Chrift be an obje& fufficientfor the
fat'sfation of the father , much more thenis he an obje&t fuffi-
cient for the fatisfaltion of any foul. - -

Bu: that which is the maine fcope here of the holy ‘Ghoft in
this high expreflion of Chrifts tranfcendent excellency ( that I
may come prefently toit) I fhall deliver it in this dofrinall

" propofition, That Chrift is the onely meanes of conveighance of all

goodthat God the father intends to communicate unto the childron of

mengin order to eternall life 5 be is all, and in all. This that 1 am
now to Preach unto you, namely, Gods communicating of
himfelfein his mercy to mankinde, througha mediatour, i
is thevery fum of the Gofpell, the great myftery of godlinelfe,

© %is the chiefe part of the minde and counfell of God, that he
" would have made knowne to the children of men in this world.

- “Thisis the great embaffage that the minifters of the Gofpell

"~ . wuth

have to bring unto the fons and daughters of men, and’dis the
moft abfolutely necefary pointin all Divinity. -
| fu(;:tpofe in the firft hearing of it, every one yeilds to the

it; "tis trueyou will fay , we canhaveno good from
God, butin"and by Chrift. Well, there isa greatdealin that
youfay, when you fay all muft come from Godin Ghrift : in
all your prayers and petitions you ufually conclude them
through Jefus Chrift ; but certainely this is many times fpoken

. when we fee little of the glory of God that thereisinfuchant - -
expreflion : and that which I fhall chis day endeavour , fhall be .

to thew you fomewhat of theglory of God fhining in this truth
thatGod doth communicate himfelfe through a mediatour,
through his fon, Thisis the great point of Divinity :hfaclis at1>~
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folutely neceffary to be known to eternall life : it is poflible to
be ignorant of many other truths , and yet be faved ; but there-
muft be fome knowledge-of this,or there can beno falvation :
the miftake in thisvery thing is the mifcarrage; and the eter-
nall undoing of thoufand thoufands of fouls'; many there are
who believe that they have need of, and can never be faved but
. by Gods mercy, and this the light of nature convinceth us of
" but that God is to communicate his mercy through a media-
tory this they are ignorant of , and fee not into the reallity of.
this truth 5 and mifcarry and perifh eternally with cryes to
God for mercy , becaufe they come to God, bntnot througha
mcdiator. This is the fum of the Gofpell, and the moftfuper-
‘naturall truth revealed in all the book of God. Itisa truth
that was hidden almoft from all the world for many ages ; the.
Scripture faith,The Princes of the world knew it not. A truth we
— arenot able to underftand any thing of E¢athe light of nature.
o e, 1 Cor1.21. The world by wifdeme knew not G, that is, by all
. their arts and {ciences , by all their naturall  wifedome, the
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_ knew not God favingly 5 they didnot know God in Chritt. -
There is no footfteps of thistruth inall the works of creation-

or providence ; thereforein Epke/. 3.8. Saint Paul fayes, he was
appointed to Preach the unfearchable rickes of Chrift 5 that riches
that hath no footfteps : that is the propriety of the word ; there

is nofootfteps of the riches of the Gofpell in the creature ; there-

~ foreyou cannot traceit there; whereas many other pointsof
{ religion have many footftepsin the creature, and by the light of.
* mature much may be difcovered about God. : as thatall our
rood confifts in communion with God, that when we_have of-

ended God,we muft feek to him for pardon and miegcy, and the

e - like;: But that God communicates him{elf through Chrift, and
k . that not one drop of mercy in order to eternal life can be com-
' municated from God,but through Chrift the mediator, of this

- -there is not one foot-ftep in all the worksof God. - -

... This is that which is {fo fupernatarall, that ’tis above per«

el nature. Adam knew notfxing of this in his petfe& eftate:

“Yea thisis that which the Angels themfelves defireto pry into,

‘looking upon it asa ‘mighty depth. 1 Peter 1, 12. the Angels

- floop downe (for {Q the word ﬁgn%ﬁedr) *ds asif a thing (houllid
LT i : : e e
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lyeina deep pit, and when any would feeit,they floop down
. with their bodiesto pry into the pic: thats the propriety of
the word : fotht Angels they fee a mighty depth in/the myfte-
vy of the Gofpell, and they floopdowne to pry intoit, that
they may know whatitis. Yea this is that which requiresa
worke of the fpirit, bc{lond the ordinary work of the {pirit of
God, torevealeit tothe foul , 1Cor.2.10. fpeaking there of
+ the Myftery of the Gofpell, fayes the Apoftle , The fpirit that
 fearcheth the decp things of God, &-c. difcovers this; thatis, the
fpirit of God in an extraordinary worke of his, ashe is a {pirit
arching the deep things of God , fo heis a difcovering fpiric -
of this truth untous : and therefore feeing it is thus, itis not !
fo light to'be paft over. I, you will fay, "tis; ? muft come 1
. through Jefus Chrift ; gl 70 fec a litg#g , but thereis |
much more in this trogh they'Weate awarc &Y. "Tisa truth that B
~ isthe moft proficablii the tiuths contained in the book of _ i
! iip in godlineffe till we come to <

God : thereisno gr&s: iip i
. know Gad in Chrift :‘thknowledge of God is fomething to™ "
"worke upon the heart, and many labour againft their finnebe-, ~
cafethey fee it is againft the law of God, and fet upon duties .
becaufe God requires them; and this is well; but till they come
- tounderftand indeed the myftery of the Gofpell of Gods let-
ting himfelfe out unto his people through a mediator, .they
doebut bungle in the wayes of godlineffe , they doe not thrive
and grow up in them ; and therefore thofe Chriftians thae
live under fuch a miniftry, where though they have many good
- truthsrevealed to them , yet having but little of the myftery
of Chrift, as the mediator, their way of Chriftianity is very
.. low 4 they doenot fan&ifie Godin their converfation. T re= '
“snember a {peech that Erafinus hath when they would have had
him write againft Luther, and profiifed him a great Bifhopricke 1
for itsheanfwers, Luther. is greater then that I can write againft’
bimsfor 1am inflrucled more in one [mall page of Luther, then out of
_ whole Thoneas Aquinag , that was the great Schoolman. So cer-
5> tainly the underflanding but fome one truth, fome one fentence
* in the myflery of the Gofpell, in this way of Gods communi- -
cation of himfeHf unto us through his Chril, doth infiruétthe . |
foul, and caufeit o thsive and grow up in. godlineffeabun-..
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_dantly more then thoufands of Sermons about meere moralie
* " ties : and you have a moft admirable Textfor this, Epbef. 3.17. -
/ and{o on, That Chrift may dwell in your bearts By faith , that yb
" being rooted and grownded in love , may be able to comprebend with
all Saintsy whatisthe breadth, andlength, axd depth, and beight,
and to know the love of Cbrll}, which paffesh Rnowledge : markewhat -
followes, That yee might be filled with all the fulneffe of God , . 19,
By coming to know God in Chrift, that is, to know Chrift to
be the way of Gods communicating himfelfe unto us, wecome -
to be filled with all the fulneflfe of God : many Chriftians their
hearts are very fcant and empty, there is not a fulnefl in their
fpirits ; and all becaufe thc{ know {o little of God in Chrift, in
_this myftery of the Gofpell, - -
_ Laftly, there isno truth revealed in all the Scriptures wheres
by we can honour God fo much asby this: this indeed is the
great honour that God would have in the world, to be honou=-
~ ted in his Son , and in the great defigne he hath of bringing
forth glorious things by his Son : and therefore though weé
- kiiow never fomuch of God , and would honour him meerely
as the Creator of heaven and earth , yet God doth not acceps '
o;ft‘hat henour, that isbut to honour him in a naturall ways
we never know what it i€ to honour God aright, fo astobeac-
cepted of him, till we come to honour him in an Evangelicall
Wag, to honour him in hisSon : and yet the-greateft honour
he hath from moft in theworld , yea from multitudes in the
very Church of God , that heare the myftery of Chrift opened
to them, is tendred up to him meerly ina naturall way,, .and
not in this fpirituall Evangelicall fervice of God.  You fee now
- the confequence of the paint, let us then fall toit. o
¢ -AndFirft] fhall fhew you the truth-of it in Scripture. =~ '
¥ And Secondly how it comes to pafle that therecanbeno
ood communicated to us from God in order to eternall life
tby Chrift. . S
" And Thirdly, how Chrift comes to be the meanes and way
of COHJIGI%hgncg:of all good unto usfromhisfather. = .
. Foiirthly, I fhall inftance in fome fpeciall things,great things
- Wherein moft of the goodnefle of God is communicated ¢o us,
39dlhewyouhowinthcg;0hr% isallin all to use 09
, S . 2 . 0
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- and joyning them together

.- And Fifthly the reafons why God will have this way of
communication of himfelfe unto us through his Son , why he
will'not communicate himfelfe immediatly to us, but through

g
a mediator ; thefe are the five things for the do&rinall part.

For the firfti, the courfe of Scripture efpecially of the new
Teftament runs this way; you know that of Chrift, Fobn 14. 6.
I am the way, the truth and the life 5 no man cometh unto the father

but by me; there is' no coming to the Father butby Chrift,
and Chrift be is the way : and that in 1Cor. 3. at the latter

_ end, fayes the Apoftle there : All things are yoursy whether Paul,

or Apallo, or Cephas, or the world, or lifey or death, or things prefent,
or shingsto come , all are yours. How is that? marke, All are
yours, and ye are Chrifis, and Chrift is Gods : God the Father
heis the principle of all good 5 all firftly comes from him,but.
it comes not from him immediatly : he doth net fay, all are
Our's, forJe are Gods ; becaufe you have an intereft in God,
zhercforc 1 comes to be yours : no, but all are yours, andyou
are Chriftsy and Chrift is Gods 5 fo that you fee here howthat
Chrift comes between yours and Gods. o

Al §ood isin God , true; but how

fhall we come topar-,
take of that good ? there is fuch a diftancebetween thefetwo

terms,yours and Gods,that were not Chrift in the middle, they
would never come together. Yea,but Chrifts coming between,
, cther , then all are yours, becaufe yee are
Chrifts . and Chrift is Gods ; {o that we may take the intent of .
the Holy Ghoft here,in this fimilitude ("though it be too low
for the great myftery we are about to exprefle,) Conceive
God the father as the fountaine of all good , and Chrift as it

. weretheCifterne: and then from him, pipes convelged to’

every believer 5 and faith, that fucks at the mouth of every
ipe;- and drawes from God , but itcomes from God through
Chrift. The Father hefills the Son with all good , and fo it
comes from the Father through the Son by faith unto the foul’
of every believer. : we have a notable expreflion further of this
myftery in the Epiftle to the Epbe/. in the fecond and  third

~ Chapters , in Chapter 2. verf. 12, having told them that they

had been without bope, and withour God in the world 3 but faith he '
verl. 13. X¢ whe fometimes were farve off y are made nigh b}b I::fl
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blood of Chrift : Itisby theblood of Chrift that you have any
thing to doe with God ; but efpecially in Epbef. 3. 12. In whons
we have boldné{fe and acce(fe with confidence by the faith of bims
inwhom ? in Chrift, we conreto have boldnefle and acceffe:
boldnefJe, the word fignifies liberty of fpeech that we can come
with liberty of fpeech before God , and we have acceffe: Ma-
nudu@ion,we are led by the hand of Chrift to the father, there
is no coming to the father butby Chrift, and Chrift he takes
a believer by the hand and leads him to the father, and fo he

comes to have boldnefle : as if aTra&or thould be banifhed,

*the Court, and afterward the Princefhould be a meanes of his

_reconciliation with the King, and ‘comes and takes the Tray-
tor by thehand , and fayesto him, conie,I will lead you in
my hand to my l?ather,and though you have provoked him,yet
being in my hand,you need not be afraid , bue may goe to.
him with boldnefle and confidence.  Juft the meaning of the
Text here, In Chrift we bave boldneffe and acceffe with confi-
dence; and although before there wasa dreadfull breach be-
tween the fatherand us, yet being led by thehand of Chrift,

there is acceffe and freedome of fpeech for us: well the truth

is cleare enough in thewhole tenour of the Gofpell.
If you would know now how it comes to paffe, that though
God be in himfelfe the fountaine of all goodneffe and infinite

_ mercy ; thatyet there is fuch a floppage as- it were that there

is not one drop of this mercy can be communicated to the'

_ children of men but this way? that although we have to

deal with God, whoin his owne nature is infinitely merci~

- fall; yet fuch is the cafe with man, and fuch are thetermes

between God and man , that there is not , Ifay,one drop of’
this infinite ocean can be expe&ted to come for ever from
God, but onely this way, It comes to paffe.thus :

. Firft, becaufe of the breach of the firft ‘covenant that God
made with mankinde s for onely men and Angels,the humane

and anﬁclical nature, arecapable of a-covenant with Gody

ofa covenant properly : aiid bécaufe they are capa~
ble of this way of Gods proceeding with them , God would
goe according to the nature of his creature ; and therefore

- atfirft makes a covenans with them , and ingended to conve;
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and commanicate his goodnefle to them by that covenang
now this covenant being broken , -and fo there being a breach

between God and man , there is a floppage made by vertue of -

that breach : So that thereis no good now to be had by ver~
tue of the firft covenant : and unlefe therebe a fecond , there
can be no good at all expe&ed ; the firft being broken, and we
being loft by that. : -

And further, thereis fuch an infinite diftance between God
and us, that there canbeno coming together; and thatnot
{o much in regard of Gods excellency in himfelfe, and our
meanefle, that we are fuch poor low creatures, as in regard
of the infiniteneffe of his holinefle , and our uncleaneflc and
finfulneffe, this makes the diftance. s

<~ Befides, there is the firength of the law the carfe of the

",

law is upon every foul naturally, and dmac ftops: there was
never veflel flopt clofer to be kept: from hav%xg a dro‘p of li-
quor poured into it 5 then the curfe of the law is clofe upon
every-fouly ko keep mercy from it;fofarreas God looksupon
it meerly inits nawrals, and not through his Son..

. Then there are the cryes of infinite fLuftic«: againft men,
which muft have facisfa&tion : and till Juftice be fatisfied mer-
cy ftirres not , unlefle it bein a way of providing faisfattion
unto Juffice: fo that put thefe together, the breach of the firft
eovenant , thediffance between God and man in regard of

. Gods holinefle and mans finfulneflc!, the power of thecurfe of

the law upon man , and the cryes of divine Juftice , that will.
never be quiet tillithath received fatisfaltion : thefe things.
being rightly apprehended, we may come to f¢e that we. are
farre off from receiving mercy from God, though hebeanin-
finite fountajne of mercy,except there be fome r'znﬁwzy of
conveying it tq us.” We know, accarding te Gods'dealing with:

the fallen: Angels, thereis no way of conveying mercy to
 thembut they are Iefe to perifh for Zv'er: if the thoufands of. -
Angels.that fell from God fhould be thoufands of thoufands,

of yeares crying out for mercy, they eould not obtain one,

drop.s why ¥ becaufe thereis no mediator between God and
them ; and it/would havebeen our cafe with them, had there °
_hot been a, fﬁx

edigeor. between God and us. Many thinkie,
- . £
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: thinke if they dre fenfible of their finnes ) and can believe that
y  God isinfinitely mercifull, they fhall do well enough : butl

mufttell you, that ¢h ugh there be infinite mercy in God,yet
if thou haft no intereftin Chrift, thoa mayeft be undone for

ever. 3 > ]
{ - Buthow is Chriftall in all to us in Gods communication of
; " goodtous? : ‘

~-. Thefirft ground of all is the covenant that G4d the Father
. made with his Son from all eternity. Therefore in Titus 1. 2.
the Apoftlefpeakes of the promife that was before the world be-
gan.  Now this promife can be meant onely of that covenant
that paft between the Father and the Son: and therefore fayes
the Apoftlein 1Cor. 2. 9. 10, Eye bath not feew , nor eare heard,
neither bave entered into the beart of manythe things which God hath
prepared for thems which love bim :~ but the Jpirit which fearcheth all
things, yea the deep things of God, be bath vevealed them unto usy
. thatis, thefpirit of God in the Gofpel difcovers what were the
L eternal choughts and purpofes of God concerning us,and what
' . the tranfaltions were between the Fathér and the Son in refe-
rence to man-kind before the world was. The covenant now
being between the Father and the Son, and the Father requi-
ring in this Covenant fatisfaltion to infinite divine juftice,,.
- Chrift heyeilds to this. . o L
“ And therefore in the fecond place, Chrifthe a&ually comes
to be the way of conveyance, by taking our nature upon him,
and fo makes us reconcilable to God » by taking humane na-
ture into fuch a neer union to the divine niture, to the fe-
cond perfon in the Trinity ; fo as that there fhould be but
‘one v@irasy but one perfon in them both, that there thould be
o %_ﬁﬂ;@h%ﬂ union, which is the great myftery of the Gofpell.
A ere ate ?vo great myfteries in the Gofpell 5 the one, that
o thﬁfﬁ;giou-l bedivers perfons in one nature 3 and this is the
- ‘myRery of the Trinity ¢ the other that there fhould be divers
. ., ,Maturesinone perfon ;5 and:this isthemyflery of the hypofta-
, Ticall union-of our nature with Chrift. So that Clirift takinig . -
mans nature in.%ﬁich & neer unien to-hindelfe, it was'a
‘mighty preparaive for:God to have thoughts O:;‘g'%“ 591
-ward humane nawre, rather then to the'Angels : and ‘it was

onge

Loeh



40

The Saints Treafury.

"
o

one part of his humility , and therefore hath a- meritarious

efficiency in this worke of reconciling God to man. But this

- was not fuflicient. .

~ Thercfore ii the third place , Chrift was content now to
come into the world,and be made the head of a fecond cove-
nant between God and mankinde ; to performe what ever

. God the Father fhould require , for the fatistaltion of divine

Juftice : fo that, look as Adem by being the head of the firft

“covenant, was the meanes of conveyingall evill to us: fo

Chrift by being the head of the fecond covenant, is the
meanes of conveying all good to us; by his fubjefting to
this we come to receive all graceand mercy from God. And
it cculd not have been otherwife; for though Gud would
have thought of a fecond covenant, yet if hehad left itto us
to have performed the termes of it, we fhould affoon have
broken that, as we did theé fisft ;: but Chrift undertaking ‘to be

‘the head of the fecond covenant , and performing ‘whatever '

the Father reqfuire_d in'it, by his perfe& obedience to the
Jaw, and fadsfaftion to divine Juftice , divine Juftice had
nothing to lay to the charge of thofe that Chrift undertook

to fatisfie for: Thiswas a mighty way of Gods letting out -

his grace and mercy to the fouls of believers; for what is it
“thatftops the current of hismercy ? ’is the curfe of the law
.and cryes of divine Juftice : but now , Chrift undertaking to
.undergoe that curfe,, and to fatisfie divine Juftice, God hath

- as much honour now by his fuffering , as he had dithonour

by mans finping : fo that mans finneis madeup in this; and
that is it Juftice requires. I have had difhonour by finne fayes
Juftice, I muft have this difhonour made up by fuffering, and
fo much fuffering as” in which I muft have as much honour
asThad before difhonogr in finning. Thefe are the conditi-

ons upon which God will be reconciled to man; and upon

noother. I'befeech you confider this , and herein you will
fee an infinite neceflicy of Chrift: God is with us upon thefe

termes : .fayes God, you have finned againft me gnd difho- -
noured me 5 how doe you think to be delivered? why Lord, |

thou are mercifull : 1, fayes God, but Iam refolved upon this,
I will have as much henour by fuffering , as1 had 'dilhono‘t;r
: . . A v
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by finning, And Lord what would have become of us, if we
had been left to makeup this-breach:  This is the very reafon
why the damned in hell are there eternally , becaufe. they. are
there upon thefe termes ;. fayes God , I am infinite, and Iam
dithonoured, and therethey muft lye, till 1 haveas much ho-
nour by their fuffering as I had difhonour by their finning.

Now after they have been there thoufands of thoufands of

yeares, flill the honour.of God calls for'more : and thercfore
they muft lye there for -ever. But-now, Chrift who is the
great Saviour, he comes; and entering - into covenant with-
God, and fulfilling that covenant,he layes downe God fucha

rice, that God fhall have‘as much honour in his fuﬂ'erin%

for finne, :as he had dithonour before in the committing ‘of,

finne. ‘Now this being done, the current of mercy being
unftopt, . and the paffages of it opened, and God being infinite

in gracej and mercy in himfelfe, what a glorious way is-
made for the fireames of his mercy to iffue and flow forth to -

the children of men. - ,

Ny - And (takein thisone particular ,inb.x'c»,'.and':hcn. we fhall,

have done with thishead) In this we may fee, that-God in
. forgiving of finne , and fhewing. mercy to finfull creaturesis
jufts an;de_?ocs in a way of Juftice, as well as in a way of mer-
cy : therefore that Text Rom. 3.25.26. is very. gbfervable (a
Text that Luther for a while was exceedingly _traubled - about

>=athe meaning of it) Whom God bath fet forthto be tzd?ro itiation,.

through faith in bis bloud s to declare bis righteoufuefie for the ve-
miffion of finnes that are paft , through the forbearance of God. To
| declare, 1y, atthis time bis righteoufne(fe ,-that he might be juft,
" amd the juffifier of him which belicveth in Fefus. :This. was thag,
which troubled Luther fo much , that God fhould deglare his

7= righteoufnefle in the remiffien of finnes : that God declﬁrﬁs‘

his mercy every one knowes , but that God.declares his ni

6od might declare his rightedufnefle, this: may feem firange :
and then the Holy. Ghoft repeats it ;. To, declare; Ifay pis righte-
oufneffe : asifhefhould fay , confider that Godtin the pardo-
- ning of finne ,-doth not onely. - manifeft his grace,and mercy,

. bucdeclares his righteoufnefle , Togs ke might be juft ; and the
I Y < S juftifier

at -
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.- jnﬁiﬁer.ofbbim which believeth in Fefis 5 Not mercifull, but juft :
thus wee fee what way Chrift takes to be the meanes of

conveying Gods goodnefle to us; by performing the coves
nant, and fo fati%ing divine Juftice. pert &

Laftly , he is the way of conveying good to us, as by his

¢ fadisfattion, fo by his interceflion : for he is now, and fhall

/ for everbe, at theright hand of the Father in glory, making
interceflion for "his people : thatis, continually prefenting
before his Father the worke of his mediation, his merits,

" what he hath done and fuffered, and as it were pleadin
with his Father for the conveyance of all needfull mercy an
good unto the fouls and bodies of his people whom hehath

- redeemed. As if he ihould-cvcrﬁimommt cternally fpeake

thusto the Father: Father, behold here ismy bloud, my
merits, my death, all my fufferings; the worke of my humi«

. Hacion , it is for thefe; yea for this poor foul , and for thae -

foor foul particularly : for knew that Chrift thinks not on=
y of the lumpe of belicvers in the generall,, but particularly.
of every believer , and iy continually prefenting before the
" Father his infinite merits, to plead with him for fupply ofall
grace and mercy tous : and thus he comes to be an infinice-
* way of canveyance of good to the fouls of his people, and fo
to be all and in all to thens, both here and eternally : that is

the third particolar ; how Chrift comes to bethe way of cons

veyance. * :

" But now thefourth, and that is,to inftance in fome fpecia’ll- )

thinﬁs we have from God, and to manifeft that Chrift is all
in all in thofe things ; As now firft, in the point of juftificati=
on and the pardon of our finnes, the accéptation of us as righ-
teous: that is the great thing we fland in need ‘of from God,
Chrift isall in all to us here : thisis thetenour of the Gofpell,
. Rom. 3.24. Being jufified freely by bis grace, throngh the redemp-

" tiomthat is in Jefus Cbrift. ~ Luther hath this expreffion eoncer-

ning juftification : fayes he,in the point of juftification, there.
Chriffand faith muft be ‘onely pug together 5 they muftbe-
alone, and nothing elfe with them 3 butin our converfation, ,
there indeed comes in good workes : jaft asis is' betwemn the.
Mcddegroomand ihe bride, he bridegroom and che bride 2r¢

T e aay
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.- alone in.the bride chamber; bue when they goe abread,
there they. have their traine and fervants attending them : {o .
he compares juftification to the ‘bride chamber ; none but
Chrift and faith muftbe there; but when they come-abroad
in their converfation , then all other graces attend them, and
good workes come iny but Chrift is all in all here, .

~. Firfl, It isnot all wehave done;-no, nor all that we can
poflibly doe, thatcan be our juftification. You will fay, true,
we have for the prefent done but little: I; but fuppofe any
of you thould doe your utmoft in any particular that God re-

. quires: youwill fay, ThopeifIdoewhat I can, God will -
accept it of me : no, you miftake exceedingly if youn thinke
fo 5 peoplearevery apt to look upon ‘God, as it the termes

~ between God and them were no other then thus: God heisa

ittifull and a mercifull God ; and *is true, we are weak and
candoc but little : but yet doing what we are able, God he .
will accept the will for the deed : no, God accepts not the

. will for the deed in point of juftification. It is true, in thofe

- thatare already juftified, God in the ar\"t‘o’rm'auce of dutyag -

. tepts the will for the deed, {o as to take delight in them : but

~._in pointof juftificationas to pardon of finne and acceptation -

~to righteoulnefle, there he mufthave perfe® obedience; and

- though we endeavour never fo much, yet untefle we can bring
God a perfe&t righteoufneffe , we are undone for ever; yea, .
woeto Abrabam, and woe to Ijeac, and woe to Facob, and
woe to David and Daniel, and to all the Prophctsand Apoftles,
notwithftanding all their righteou(nefle, itthey had not had
a righteoufneffe beyond what was in themfelygl If .they had

~ - “-not had a perfett rightecoufneffe to tender to'their Father, they
had been utterly loft for ever ¢ thereforeit is not for thee to.
reft upon this,_that thou doeft what thou canft, and haft good
wifhes and defires, and the like ; for wereall the rightcw?neﬂ&“ ’
of all the righeteousmen that ever were in the world.in oné
.#man , it Would not be fufficient for his juftification.. I but i¢
firay be you will fay, true cin doebut litcle of my felf, buc’

i God enable me,then he wilf actepr of me. Nay further, it’
is not what God enablés thee todoe, thatcan be the formal-
Bty of thy juftification : fuch aGre the termies between God :tl;d

%- o 2 . . ce
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-nefle to eternall life. -

thee, that there is nothing thou can[}(do_e of thy felf, ‘orcanft
him for thy righteouf~

be enabled to doe, thacis accepted o

Buc it may be faid,it is true, theﬁgh God thould enable me,

yet there may be imperfe&tions ; buc God is mercifull , and

 will paffe them by - therefore I adde another" confideration,

that it is not onely what thou canftdo, orcanft bé enabled to
doe, but’tis not Gods mercy added. (if barely confidered ; as.
the mercy of God as a creator to his creature , and not under
this confideration through Chrift, and acceptinga righteouf
nefle beyond thy own )that can eke out thy juftification. This

~is a greatmiftake, many think thatthac which they have in

them{elves and what they are able to doe, is but little : but

. when they have done fomething , if God will come then and
- addehis mercy to it,that they think will eke it out: no,it isnot

that and mercy together that is thy juftification, Ifay mercy
out of this notion weare fpeaking of, - - '

* - And that you may underftand it yet more clearly , confider

jt thus : the work of Gods mercy in juftification , itis notof
this ufe, thatit fhould be our juftification , or fhould eke out

what we are wanting in for our juftification ; but the work of -

Gods mercy in juftifying a foul is, to take'him offfrom him-
felfe,to unbottome him, and to makehim fee and be fenfible
of his own unrighteoufnefle and uncleanefle : this is a great

Ife, that while he was a Papift, he wasnot obedient
out of worldly refpe&ts for a livelyhood, and the like ; but he
did what he tﬂout of confcience: and yet fayes he after-
ward; (after W% new God in Chrift) That which I counted gain
was Iw{b untome. He did not think it enough to do what he did

- - out of confciénce, and that Gods mercy fhould ‘make up the

reft : no, he was taken off of that way: ~ *Tis not the work of
mercy to dothis, but to djfcover to thefoul a righteoufnefle
of a higher nature, even of the mediator God.andman 3 and,

to enable thie foul by faith to tender pp_that righteouinefle to |

God the father for fatisfation : ‘this is the worke of .Gods
mer<cy in point ‘of juftification. . The miftake of the way of
Gods mercy having an influenceinto our juftification isa ve-

AR Ngitiz : Iy
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_dnd mighty work of Gods mercy. - Iremember Lutber fayes_..
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ry dangerous miftake ; and we had need be very wary in this
reat point of juftification, for all depends uponit. Iremem-
er Luther in this, fayes he, it is an eafie matter to fay we clofe

weeneqyith Gods grace, and the righteoufneffe of Chrift alone in

M T

the point of juftificacion, tilt thefoul be brought to a confli& :

! and then ’tis the hardeft thing in the world to do¢ it , and the -

i people of God have found it fo in the time of trouble of confci-
. ence: thats the firft,thac Chrift is all in all in point of juftifi-

cation. . :
Secondly, he is all in all in point of adoption, fofayes
the Scripture, Gal.3.26. For ye are all the children of God by faith

the time was come, God fent forth bis Sox made of « woman, made
under the law, to redeem them that were under the law , that we
might receive the adspsion of fons: and efpecially that is very re-
markable Fobn 1.12, But as many as received him 5 to them ke
iaw power to Lecome the fons of God , even to thent that believe on

is name. The word cranflated power, is another word in the

’tisaword shat imports more then bate poweri. Every one
will challenge a partin fonfhip ,’ that they -are the children
of God; but only thofe that are In Chrift have authority
“to challe,n%e itas their due. Ifa ftranger fhould fay he was
the Kings fon , and were heire to the Crown, it would coft
‘him his life, becaufe he is none of the Kings fon ; but if one
be declared by A& of Parliament tobe the right heire to the
Crown, then he hath authority to challenge it. *Tis fo here;
when oncewe come to bein Chrift, then wethave authority

- inChrift Jefuss and Chapter 4.v. 4.5, But when the fulneffe. of -

' greck. — He gave them authority to become the fons of God: .

-

to claime this priviledge, tobe thefons of God , and heires . o

of heaven. And this great priviledge that is fo -mightily a-
bove us, we have it in Chri(r » notonly by way of the redun-
dancy of his merit, but by our union with him,wc’arc mar=
ried to Chrift 5 and by union with his perfon , are made one
with him ; and fo are fons by vergue of his fonthip: And are
thereforefons of God in a higher way then. the Angels ares

the Angels are fons by creation, but we are the fons of God in .

. Chrift, by vertue of our union in his fonthip : as Chrift is the
fon of God the fecond perfon in Trinity.; and we made qt&:
. - wi
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with him, fowecome tobe the fons of God in a myfticall
way of union with him, and Chrift is all in all in that. -
=== And then in point of reconciliation and peace with God,
Chriftis all in all therey, Being juftified by faithy we bave peace -
with God through our Lord Jefus Chrifty Rem.s.1. It is noc all
thecreated powerin heaven and earth that can bring true ¢ -
peace to a troubled foul : there isro falve fora wounded fpi-
) . xit, but thébloud of Chrift applyed umto it; tis ke thag is
e the brazen Serpent that 13 onely able to cure the firings of
' confcience s as Lutber {ayes, itis a harder matter to comfort -
an affli&ed confcience,then to raife the dead : few think itfo, =~
¢« and wonder what people meane in being fo troubled in con~-
{cience as they are : Itell youywere there nota mighty redee~ .
-mer, the confcience of aman or woman could never be paci~
fied that once apprehends the wrath of God againft them3 fo
zhat Chrift is all in all chere. - T '
"And fo heisall inall in point of all our fan&ification,
that is fan&ification to life. There is a generall kinde of
{an&ification the Seripmre fpeaksof , which comes fome way.
from Chrift : butnqw 1 fpeak of that fan&ification which
is our fpirituall life. You know what the Scripture fayes,
Jobn 3.36. He that belicveth on the Son, bath everlafting lifes
" and fobn 1.16, And of his ﬁ:l;t&ﬁ have ol we received ,and grace
for grace. Thereis the fulnefle of Chrift conveyed into the
foul ; fo that our fan&ification is not only from him merito-
riondly, but efficiently, yea, andin a kinde materially too,
for he doth not only merit it, and work it by his fpirit ; but
- through our union with him there is a kinde of flowing of
fanQificatian from him into us, as the principle of our life:as
trom the Liver there flowes bloud into all che parts of the bo~ -
dy 5 {o through our union with Chrift,he having the fulnefle
of the G8dhead in him, from him as from a fountaine, fan&i-
fication flowes into the fouls of the Saints : there fan&ificatis
on comes not {o much from their firugling , and endeavouars;
andyowes, and refolutions, as it comes flowing to them from
their cb‘ﬁ:? with Chrift and their union withhim ; theremay'
“be a great deal of firiving and endeavouring that may beut-
terly incflieCall for wans of having ncoqs'e unto Chyift ;s’
S : \ the




The Saimts Treafury. . 4
" thefpring and well head of all grace and holinefle. I remem-
ber a Germane Devine profeffeth of himfelf, that before he
>=finderftood the grace of Chrift in the Gofpell , he vowed and
vowed, and coveniiited and €ovenaiitéd a thoufard times, -
and could never overcome his corruptions, till he underftood
Guods letting out of his grace through Chrift, and then he go
" firength againft them: and the reafon why wefaile in point .
of lanQification is , becaufe we think to get it all by maine .
firength ; but the ready way isto clofewith Chrift by faith,
and then there will flow in life and grace to the foul: there
may ¥e man’y morallities by the ligh¢ of nature, and the re-
: mainders of that light lefc in us ; but that is not the fan&ifi-
cation thatis to life. And hence it is ,. thatthereisfo much
beauty and glory in the fan&ification of the Saints, becaufe
Chriftisall inall in it; and that there is fuch power and
fteengeh in it, becaufe in is of the firength of Chrift; for Chrift
igall inallinic. And henceitis ofan abiding nature, and
an immortall feed 5 And therefore of a higher' nature then
- that of Adems in innocency : that was loft, but fo cannot
~  this; becanfe Chrift is all in all in it; fo that Chrift is all in all
in our fan&ification likewife. , .
~~_ Again, heisall in all in the want of all things, whatfo-
ever we want : doe we want grace, doewe wantgifts , doe we
want outward comforts in the world? there is enough in
Chrift : icis Chrift that isinftead of all, that is better then all, -
and thac will fupply all in his duetime. Thofe thatknow -
Chrift; and have acquaintancewith him, though they have
this and that comfort taken from them,yet they know how to
~ make fupgly out of Chrift : they have that skill,and art, and
myftery of godlinefle, that they can make Chrift to beall in
all in'the want of all: and itisa great skill and nryflery of
gfodlllincﬂ'c, to know how to make upall in Chrift in the want
3 ° o . - o C ,‘. -
Agaim, Chrift to the Saints igall in 2} in the enjoyment of
- all: when dicy enjoy never fo mach of cieature comfortey
Chrifkis all inall in them ; thefarisfi&ion that their foules
have, is not fo much thae they have thecreasures , that they -
Rave larger Msmﬁa&gfmam then ot‘heé's; |
o AN . uy
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butin this, that they know how to enjoy Chrift inall,and can .

look upon'it asa fruit of the covenant that God hath made
with them in Chrift; and as coming from the fountaine of
Gods eternall love and mercy in his Son. Zech.g.11. God faies
therey As for thee alfo, by the blood of thy covenant, T bave fent forths
thy prifoiers out of the pit wiherein isno water. That which is
fpoken there of the deliverance of theprifoners , ‘may be ap-

lied to all the mercies that a believer enjoyes : whatever de-

iverance he hath fromevil , whatever good he is poflefled of,

- it isby the blood of the covenant; a believer can look upon

every bic of ficat he hatK, “and auion all the good heenfyes;
and fee it all come ftreaming to hi

when it fhines through the aire it is not fo warm ,_as when it

fhines through a burning-glaffe. Take a burning-glaffe, and .

hold it between you and the Sun, and the glaffle will contra&

the beames of the Sunne, fo that it fhall have an efficacy of

heat, even to burn again : So the goodnefie of God that comes
to people through the generall bounty and patience of God,
hath not fuch an efficacy to warm and heat tEeir hearts, and
todraw them to God ; but now, Chrift is as it were the bur-
ning-glaffe, that is held between God and the foule;.and the
mercy coming through this burning-glafle, O how doth i¢
warm and heat outward comforts! therefore there is no peo-

- plein the world can enjoy outward comforts with fo much
fulnefle of contentment as the people of God doe, becaufe they

all come to them through Chrift. Chrif} 7s all in all in-the en~
joyment of all. And fo I might fhew you how he will beall in
allin Heaven to eternity. . Lt

e good we have from God , fo he isall in all in whatever we
er up to God 5 as in defcent from God tous , {p in afcent

\11 But to -give you one particular mare : as heis all in all in
R

'ffom us to God*Chrift muft come in there;he muft be all in all

in our fervices;let our.fervices be never fo ‘good 5 yea , though
fﬂirituall y yet they muft finde -acceptance with the Father

rough Chrift. - That Text is very remarkablefor this,1 Pet.
2.5. Te alfo, a5 lively fomesy ave built up a fpivituall boufe , anboly

. prieftboods vooffer up [pirituall fuirifices acceptable by G.—Mbc{‘[”

. T2l

m in theblood of Chrift; .
and foit comes abundantly the fweeter. As tiSwith the Sun, -
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Gbrift; marke , To offer up fpirituall {acrifices. 1,but though the
facrificebe fpirituall, thatis not enough to make it accepta-
ble,but Chrift he muft come in 5 therefore he addes, acceptable
to God by Fefus Chrift. Many people offer up facrifice;and they
think that is enough 5 but the people of God they reftnot on-
" ly in the duty, no, nor in the. {piricuality of the duty, though
that be counted a great matter : but they goe one ftep higher,
and fo muft you in all the duties you tender up to 'Ged , and
that is, not only tobe carefull thatyour duties be {piricuall,
but you muft tender them to God in the hands-of Jefus Chrifty
and expe -a_cceftance through him: When thou haft to deal
with God in all thy approaches.to him, be fure thou doeft
not omit the work of Faith, inlaying hold upon Chrift and

carrying him along with thee; or elfe thy fervice will not

 beaccepted. We know the facrifices in' the law, thoagh they
were never {o good, yet they were not accepted unlefle a man
brought them to the Prieft , and the Prieft he muft offer up
the facrifice, and then it was accepted.  Now what was that to
fignifie to us, but Chrifts Prieftly office : this is the very work
o%thc Pricftly office of Chrift, to'take all our facrifices that

we tender up to the Father, and to offer them upforus : for-

we muft not prefume to offer them™our felves; and though

they offered a facrifice that was never fo good , yet if th:ly
‘not offericupon the right Altar , it was not accepted =
_ Chrift he is the right Altar upon which we ‘muft offer upall
our facrifices to the Father; we muft look towards the Tems
" ple, towards Chrift, in all that goes from us unto Ged, Chrift

Ecing allin all for acceptation of our duties. -

And thus we have done with the fourth particnlaf, fhcwmg :

wherein Chriftis all inall. o -, :
But now it may be demanded ; how it comes to paffe that

&od will bave this way of communicating himfelfe to man: -

kinde , and will not goe in-that other way , that weby the
light of nature and reafon would think he fhiould goe? true
indeed , wearefinners : I,but God is mercifull, and we will
. feek 5 and cry to him for pardon and mercy , and deliverance

from our fins ; and what needs there more? why will not
- . H God |
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" Godfave us this way? I will not ftand now to difpute a-
bout the poffibility of this, but we know this is not the
way. : : o

We are thereforenow to enquire why God fhould rather

_ take this firange way, then goeany other way 7 and indeed it

" isawonderfull way, if we rightly confiderit : thereisno~
thing in the world that works fo much upon a mans heart to

., adoreand admire Godin the myftery of the Gofpell, asthe
underftanding of this, that God (hould have a peculiar way
of communicating himfelf to man, different from Angels, and
from all other creatures ; that it muft be through ghe fecond

erfon in the Trinity ; and he muft take mans natureupon
Eim » and fuffer , and dye, and all the mercy we have mu‘({m be
through him : this is'a wonderfull myftery of godlincfle ; and
fhould take up our ferious thoughts in the confideration of it,

/ _Now if you would know the reafon of it 5 the firft is this,

~ Thathereby God might manifeft to all the children of men,
what a dreadfull breach their fins had made between God and
them : we cannot imagine any way how the breach betwcen
God and mancould have been fo clearly fet out, asby this
meanes ;5 when weunderfland that fuch was our condition
by natare, and fuch our apoftacy from'God , that there was-

- ho way of commmnication of any good from God to us , but

” by thisftrange and wonderfull way of 2, mediator between

- Godandman : that he fhould obey and fuffer, and dye for us;
. wemuft needsapprehendnow , that certainly there was fome

mighty difference between God and us ¢ and that mans eftate. -

was very low, and his condition very defperate, that muft have
fuch aremedy as this is. Andthisis that which God would-
have men to know, even what that breach is between him and:
their {ouls : andtis fuch a breach that few think a right of it.
¥ I fhould open the law to you, with all its carfes ,sand fet the

sorments.of hell before you, all this could: not fet out the.

dreadfulnefle of thebreach between God and you, fo as this-
point doth , when I tell you that it: was fuch asrequiresfo
frangeand wonderfull a way of Gods being reconciled and: -
pacificd towards you.. N . : -
- T SﬂCOﬂdjy)a
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" Secondly, God takes this way, becaufe he fees it the moft

advantageous way for the maniteftation of his glory ; firft the

" glory of his mercy :¢here is no way that could havebeen devifed -
" by men or Angels to fet out the glory of Gods mercy in mans
falvation, foas by this way : if God fhould have faid to man~ .

kinde ; You (l)oor creatures have finned agaioft me, butI am -

mercifull and will pardon ﬁyou 3 God had been glorious in
this : butnow there is infinirely more mercy fhewed when
God fhall fay , You miferable creatures have finned againit

-me; and fuch is your condition , 'that except the Son of my

bofome be madea curfeforyou, there can be uo mercy for
zou: well I am content that he thall notbe fpared ; buc fhall

e given to be a curfe to prepare mercy for you: hereis glo=

ry indeed. Therefore when Chrift was borne, the Angels ﬁmg,
glory to God in the higheft, Luke 2. 14. As if they had faid,

this isthe higheft pitch of the glory of God, in providing fuch -

away of reconciliation with the children of men 3 and God.
was fo fet upon this work of fhcwing mercy to mankinde, that’
though it coft the death ofhis Son, he- would haveit, and that
fhewes it to be infinite mercy and love indeed ywhen it breakes
thiough fuch mighty difficulties 5 there is the glory of his
mercy.

And then fecandly,there is the glory of his Juftice: God fets
out the glory of his Juftice here, more then if all mankind-had

been eternally damned: Gods Juftice woald not have been
honoured fo much in that as in this way of Gods reconciling
man unto himfelf ; and thatin thefe two regards : Firft, be-
caufe in Chrift Gods Juftice is glorified attively ; whereas if:
all men had eternally perifhed , it fhould havebeen- glorified
but paffively : and tis more to have it glorified aftively , then
paflively : and as God delighrsmorein a&tive obedience then
in paffive, fo he delights more in the a&ive il:o? of his Juftice
then in the paffive , (though there is a kinde of a&ivenefle in
fuffering, and fo in Chrifts fuffering : therefore that diftn&i-

.on of altiveand paffive is needlefle; for his a&ive obedience

was paflive, and his paflive sbedience had a&ivenefle in ir.)

. - But Secondly, Gods Juftice is now Elbriﬁed erfeltly ; the

debe is fully paid : whereas if all mankinde had beendamned,

Ha the
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the deb (hould have been but a paying , and not have been

- ‘¥aid to all eternity. Asfuppofca poor man owetha thou-

4

. wifdome could finde out fucha way ; as that

~ vine wrath, Q you would fay, how doth God hate finne! but
be it known to you,inthe fufferings of Chrift there is a grea-

{and pounds , and he payeth two pencea week , hemay be
paying of it , but cannot pay icin all his life : but now ifa
rich man fhall come, and at once lay down the money for
him, the debt thenis paid : and this is a great deal more then
ific fhould have been alwayes paying. So Ifay, if all man-
kinde had been damned eternally, God fhould have had his

_ debt but paying; but the dcbt would never have been paid: but

now Chrift comes and layes down the payment at onceupon
theborde , andasketh {Z’lﬁicc whether it hath enoughornos;
fothat Juftice is more glorified this way. .reew - -

And Thirdly, theinfinite glory of his w

infinitely mercifull and juft both in one thing; this is that
that no 4ngell in Heaven could everhave imagined : fuppofe
God fhould have faid thus to all the Angels in Heaven , Man-
kindeis in a loft and undone condition , yet I am willing to
fave him, but fo as that Iwill have infinite mercy and Juftice
reconciled : if all of them fhould havegone and confulted to-
gether, they could not poffibly have told how this fhould be.
Now the infinite wifdome of Godyand nothing but infinite

infinitely mercifull, and infinitely jufttoo. ~ - ,

And Fourthly, the infinitenefle of Gods holinefle is hereby
manifefted : if God in a generall way fhould have thrown
his mercy as it wereup anddown in the world without any
more adoe,Gods holinefle , and hatred of finne, would not
have appeared as now it doth, when nothing can expiate finne

but thedeath of his Son ; if God. fhould carry any of you to

the brinke of hell, and there let you fee all the miferies of the
‘damned, and heare all their yellings under the fruits of di-

ter manifeftacion of Gods hatred of finne thenin all the tor~

- mentsofhell : Youthatwould know how infinitely hatefall -

ficne is to God, comeand behold Chrift, God and man fwel-
texing under the wrath of his Father ; look upom him in Jthe

ifdome a pearesin
reconciling Jufticeand Mercy together : that Go fhouldbe ~

od fhould be:
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garden, fweating drops of blood : come and follow him ‘to

. the Croffe, and heare him cry out in the bitternefle of his

foule that dolefull cry, My God , my Godywhy haft thou for(aken
me? behold Jefus Chriff, God man, who was God bleffed for
ever , madea curfefor finne, and for thy finne ; look upon:

‘finne in this glafle, and here fee Gods hatred of finne. There

are two glafles wherein we fee the evill of finne ; the bright

. chriftall glafle of the law, and thered glafle of the fufferings

of Chrift: and this latter doth more fully, more fenfibly
(I am fure) fet out the nature of finne, and Gods hatred of it -
and by this you may fee the meaning of 2 Cor. 3.18. where the
‘Afoﬂlc fpeaking of the myftery of the Gofpell fayes, Bat we

with open face (tharke) bebalding as in a glafle the glory of the-
Lord, &c. Webchold but Gods back parts in his works : as
God fayes to Mofes ; we behold but the footfteps of God in his

workes : but when webehold him in Chrift, we behold him- -

with open face. Now look what difference. there isin know~
ing a man when we only fee the print of his foot upon fand,,
and when we look him in theface, fo much difference there is

between the knowing of God and his glory as itfhinesinthe:

workes of creation , and as it {hines in the face of Chrift ; that.
God therefore might manifeft his glory,he would: not pardon
finne fofreely asto fay, you havefinned, but yet Fwill pity
you, and pardon you , and there isan end ; no,. though he
would pardon finne, yet he would doe it this way.

. A Third reafon why God would bring thingsabout this
way , is this : becaufe God faw there could be no fuch way
to draw poor finners to himfelf as this. “When God 'fhall re~
veal to a finner that heisnot only a mercifull God, but that

* he hath provided fuch-a ftrange way to convey hismercy ::

this hath a mighty efficacy to draw the foul to God : for the
poor foule apprehending its own guiltinetle, and Gods hatred

- of fin ; and underftanding withall, thar the heart of God isfet -

upon fuch away of mercy ; isby this asby 3,:mighty argument
prevailed with to draw neer toGod in 2 way of. dependance

upon him: for thus will the foul argae ; Well, 1 heare that
God, to.theend he n;:_ght let out mercy to poor finners, hath

ome provided fuch a frange way, of

of his own infinite w
o, R . -~~~ convey=
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all inallig that, *‘And doc notfay,1 ama poor meariecreas

_ conveyance asthis is 3 and when God hath made it appeare bj

revealing to me the myftery of the Gofpell how his hearcis
fet upon this way of ing mercy to finners, I conclude
now , that theLord is willing to be reconciled to me, and
why then thould I be unbelieving any more ? why fhould I
have hard thoughts of God any more ? why fhould I remaine
in my doubting condition any longer ? thou canft not be more

-defirous of the falvation of thy foul , then God is of magni- B

fying his grace and mercy : and God hath done more for thee
then thou canft poffibly do for the falvation of thy foul. 'Be«
fides, tisa miugjlzxcy drawing argument ; for by this meanes the
mfinite diftance that conicience apprehended to be between
God and the foul, is taken away : for when the foul fecs it
hath to deal with an infinite deity , thatis fo farreabove it, it

" . ftands fhaking and trembling , and dares not draw nigh to -

God. What havel to doe, faith the foul, with fuch 2 God as
this is, who is fo infinitely above me? but new when thou
knoweft that Chriftis between God and thee, then this diftance

- needs not fcare thee ; yea now all thy guiltineffe and all the fil-
* thinefle and pollution of thy foul,and all that the law hath to

fay againft thee, need be no difcouragement to thee, when thou
feeft thou haft co deal with God through Jefus Chrift. There-
fore no foul can fland off and fay, how doel know itbelongs
tome? doe but take thisonerule, for thatthere is nothing

can intereft the foul in Chrift but Chrift himfelf : there is no

- préparation to Chrift, but Chrift muft be all in all in it ; there=:

fore ftand not off, and fay, how fhall my heart be wrought to
thefe and thefe 3reparat’10ns,:m_d work thus and thus , before
‘Y have part in Chrift? ncy puzzle not thy felf about thy pre-
parations, but fet before thy foul the myflery of the Gofpell

i this glorious way of Gods communication of himfelt to
thee, and ofreconciling man unto himfelf ; and the very effi«

- €acy of thefe truthswill have a'power upon thy heart to draw

thee unto God in chis way of reconciliation 5 an¥ thatis thé
m%bftmecornfor;. y : : N

he Gofpell ic fdf’ though therebe no Prcpand(,n befon;
yet hath an efficacy to draw theheart to Chrift; for Chrift'is

mire.
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tare, Tcan doe nothing, I cannot remember a Sermon, I cannog
pray, or peiforme any FOOd duty asI oughe: why, remember
foul, Chrift isall inall : true, ifany thing were required of .
thee in thebufinefle of (alvation,it were fomewhat; butknow
that God hath laid help upon one who is mighty ; therefore
tis not thy weaknefle , nor the- diftance between God and
_thee, thatcan hinder, if thou riihd apprehendeft God in
” Chiift reconciling the world unto him elf.m.) .
N Another reafon might have been this: God. doth it to in»

l o Tbe.éaillé: Treafwry.
!
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deare his mercy to his Saints forever ; for indeed nothing in-

deares Gods mercy to them fo much as this , that they fee it
 _come totherhin fuchraway of conveyance; and that which
will indear mercy to the Saints in heayen-toall eternity , and

for which they fhall be full of the praifes of God , fhall notbe

fo much for the good things theyenjoysas Yor that frange

and wonderfull way by which they come<o enjoy them. This-
' 1 fay is that which fhall take up the hearts,ind bea great part
4 of the work of the glorificd Saints in Heaven to all eternity,
ghm it{hd'r admiring , adoring , and praifing God in Jefus
~ And then God delightsto honour. his Son , and that he

might fechim :‘r , he makes him to bethe meanes of convey-
; ance of all good to thofe heintends it to 5 as if aKing wereto
- thoneur his Son , what way can hetake £o doe it more effeGu-
: ally then'this, that all thefavour he meancsto {hew to any
' fhall be only.through his Son? fo when God the Father would
; honour his Son , he appoints from all ecernity , that all the
- grace and mercy that any fhall have from him fhall be only-
«through his Son. Therefore as.Chrift faith , Al judgement is:

-

i' committed to the Son, that all men might henour the Son, as they ho--
stoser the Fatbers  So 1 may fay of the work and difpenfation- -
.. of Gods grace , that all isconveyed to Chrift; and by him: -

"' communicated to thofe that have intereft in him, that the Son:
‘mightbe honoured toall eternity. . .
T thall conclude in a few words of application, towark.up-
, on you this that hach been faid. Lo
r Firfl,if it be thus,let us fland a watle and admire at the depths:
- .-efthecouncel of God,and sheinfinice gloxy of she riches of }

$
. grace-
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graceto mankinde ; that God fhould ever have fuch thoughts
towards fuch poor wormes as weare , that he fhould notra-.
ther have let fuch defpicable creatures eternally perith, then
_ goein fucha firange way to (hew mercy to them : Truly bre-

thren , God hath done more in bringing a poor foul to him-
felf then in creating Heaven and Earth : the work of creating
Heaven and Earth isbut a low piece of work in comparifon.
of this wonderfull way.of Geds, conveying his grace and mer-
cy to the children of men through his Son : this is the mafter-
piece of the workes of God , which he hath already done, or

will ever doe to all eternity : and God therefore is tobead=-

mired and adored in this.  Weareto glorific God in every

creature , but how is God to be glorified then in his Son, -

wherein fo much.of his glory doth appeare? If it bea finne for
s not to fanttifiethe name of God when we behold his glory
in his meaneft workes , O what a finneisit not tofan&ifie the

name of God in beholding the myftery of the Gofpell and his

glory fhining in the face of Jefus Chrift!God,expects(brethren)
‘that thofe who Jive under.the Gofpel, fhould fpend their dayes

~~and thoughts, and talk,about that glory which he hath mani= ‘

 fefedinhisSon: Oyon-that have fuch chaffy drofly fpirits,

o you, that yet it faould be the content of your fouls to bafile

“that can'fpend your precious thoughts upon fuch poor things

as youdoe, know that here is an obje& to take up your .

'thouﬁhts;and your finneis abundantly the greater in this, that
>you fpend your thoughts about fuch vanities, when God fcfs
before you fo glorious an obje&t to raife up your heartsunto
“himfelf; and-you that fpend a great deal of your lives in vani-
ty, know, that this day you have heard of a truth that above
-all thingsin theworld {hould take up your timeand thoughts
“in the contemplation of it. : '

. And you that have more time and greater eftat es then others,’

and are not put upon it to get your bread as others are , and

- fo have greater opportunities for the -worfhip and fervice of

God, and for fearching into his truth,.yet how doe you fpend

- your'time in.vanity and light things, as if there were no grea-

ter matters to take uﬂ your hearts ! It is a figne of a vaineand
frothy {pirit, thit when God propounds fuch glorious things

out

i v




~ nmm The Second ufe fhould have been this: If Chriﬂ b:: thus all
" in allythen let us blefle God that ever we knew Chrift 5 and
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, _oTxtyour -time in’ vanity 5 and things thag will not profit,

Well, if you would have an evidence to your fouls, thac Chrift
is all in all to you, and fhall be to all eternity, take itin this :

" ifever God hath orcned thine eyes to fee his glory inthemy-

ftery of the Gofpell ; and that thy heart is taken withit, and
overcome by it, itisan argument that thou art indeed the
foul which God hathreceived to mercy in his Chrift ; bue
fayes the Apoftle, 2 Cor.q.3. Ifour Gofpell be hid o it is hid te

- them that are loft. There area great many to whom the Gof-
-pellis preached , and yet tis hidden to them ; and icis hidden

to you if you {peak of Chrift only in a formall way, and . -
think it enough to fay , I hope tobefavedby God in Jefus : -

Chrift; but doeft thou fee that in the Gofpell which rajfes
thy heart with admiration , and' that darkens all the glory of
the world ? docft thou fee more of the glory of God thining
in that one fentence , God [0 loved the world that be gave bis ox<

"Iy begotten Son, that whofoever believes.in him 5 foould mot perifb, .
. but bave everlafting life , then thou feeft: in the wholeframe of

the creation of Heaven and Earth ? thou hopeft thou fayeft to

et to Heaven ; but what wouldeft thou doe there? the work
of Saints and Angels in Heaven joyned together, is to magni-
fie God for this great work of his :: doe thou then-begin this®
work here , and give God his glory , for the great things he'
hath done for the children of men, -~ . - - .0 .7 s

f

that the myftery of the Gofpell hath been revealed to us: for.

otherwife we had been without God in the world 5 and whae™

would have become of us had not this -grace, of God in the:

Gofpell been revealed to us? could you :ever havethoughtof: °

it your.felves? could. it ever have entered into your hearts?.

certainly no; norinto the heart of any creaturein Heaven or.

Earth : therefore blefled are your eares 5 that heare dhe thingt:

. whichyou heare : and blefled are your -eyes,, that fee the: -
things which you fee : and know, that when you come to live

under the Miniftry of the Gofpell, you enjoy the greaceft nrers
<y thatever you enjoyed fince yfu were borne ;- them;:idn;
o — . - gndeg:
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under a powerfull Miniftry , that reveals Chrift and brings
the day of falvation to thefoul, it isno other then the fruic
of the prayer of Jefus Chrift for that foul : compare Ifeich 49.
8. with 2 Cor.6.1.2. and you (hall fee this. Ifziah 49.8 Thus

faith the Lord, in ax acceptable time bave I beardtbee, and ina

day of [alvation bave I belped thee, éc. Now it is apparent by

the context , that this is to be underftood of Chrift : thatGod =~

the Father {peakes there to his Son : well, what is- this accep-
table time and day of Salvation in which Chrift is heard ? look

-2 Cor.6.1.2. in the chapter before he had told them , That they -

were ambafladors for Chrift. We then as workers together with

Godybefeech you aifo that ye veceive. not the grace of God in vaine:

Now what is this grace of God ? tis the Miniftry of the Gof=
‘pell, For be [aith I have beard thee in atime dtcepted : and
mark howhe;pplyes ity Bebold now is the accepted time : be-
bold wow is the day of [alvation. Asifhe fhould fay; the accepta-

ble time and day ef falvation in which God the Father hath -
heard Chrift, is now : now that we the ambaffadors of Chrift

come and open the myftery of the Gofpell to you ; now is the
timewherein God the Father hears the Son for you: what
amercy isthis? and whatan engagerment upon ‘you,that when
you heare any thing of themyftery of the Gofpell opened to
you, you areto fook upon it as the fruit of the prayer of Jefus
“Chrift: and fo when Gods fends a faithfull Minifter to any
congregation , tis the fruit of the gaycr of Chrift. Chrift
' g:gcs » O Father, that there mightbe an acceptable timefor

apeople, for {ucha man and woman ; it may be they

::c &oneon along time in ignorance and prophanefle; I
when this a ble timecomes, then God difpofes of them,
that this man fhall goe out of fuch a wicked family , and fhall

- Hvein agodly family, or flell cometo fuch a Sermon, and
- shese fhall heare thie wonderfull things of the Gofpell opened

wohim; and gull come to underftand this. great myftery of

Gods letcing himfelf "ouc through Chrift unto his people :and - l

there the Lord will renew him by a work of grace, and bring
Mshears ower:unto himfelfe , this ie;bcacccp“m,d..wg;;

il

rift hath been praying to the Father for them , and '

-
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bleffe God for this. .

God reveales the myftery of the Gofpell to any foul : therefore
“Thirdly , this fhewes how-dearc' Jefus Chrift hould be unto

us. O how fhould we delight and take contentmiént in him

thae brings the Treafuries of grace from the bofome of the
Father , and opens them unto us : and not only opens the
minde of God~t£:n

fure of Gods goodnefleto us.  Jewas flopt before, 1 but Chrift
he opened as it were the flood gates , and lets the current of

father to us, but comes and lets out thetrea-

. '%f:cc and mercy in upon us: O hows deare thereforefhould

riftbeunto us? it was the fpeech of that Martyr, Mafter

. Lambert,None but Chriftsnome bus Chrift. Yea when he fuffered
" Martyrdome for Chrift, then none but Chrift was deare te
him; becaufe he faw that Chrift was theway of conveyance of

" all goodunto him : as if Godnow make a mana meanes of
conveyance of a great deal of godd to a nation, every man

will be ready to have his eye upon that man : I, but there was .

never fuch a way of conveyange. of good.tousas Chriftis
‘therefore how fhould our hearts love him, and Krize hind, and
rejoyceat the very thoughts of him'? 1f yeu have a friend,
and God makes that friend an inftrument of mercy toyou, O
how doth it indeare you to tha friend ¢ if ‘the husband -btan
inftrumentof good to the wife, of the wife to the husband;

if a Minifter to his people; oripeaple to their'Minjfter , and fo -

in all relations : when we can look aphi ethéry asa méanes
of coriveyance of Gods mercy to us, it is'a #highty argnment
toknitour hearts unto them,; and indeed this is the way to
obtain lave. It may be the wife complaines, fhe hath not
Jovefrom beér husband'; orthe husband complaines’ he hath
not 1ove frotn his wife :. Why' now, beas inftrimentall as-you
can to convey the goodnefle of God''to them , and’'this will
mightily indeare and knit them to you ; and if itdoth fo be-
tween man and marr : how fhould it doe fo 'much more bes
- tween.us and Chrift, who is mdeed the husband of his Church,
arid thirough whoni the fulnefle of God i$ lét ont untohis peo-

ple? Q how deare and precious thercfore ougbe hetobe
o C1a "Foutdily,

watous) =
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Fourthly, is Chriftall in all ? then if we havean intereftin
him, it fhould fatisfie and content us,though we have nothing,

or be ndthing in our felves: Why , becaufe if we have Chrift, -

wehave all ;' though thou wantcft parts, friends, eftate, out-
~ward comforts ; yet know Chriftistobe thy all, and is not
he enough ? ashefaid, am not I better to thee then ten fons?

fo fayes Chrift to the fcul , what doeft thou want? thouwan<

teft this comfort , and the other comfart, butam notI allin

. all to theey and better then all? yea, be willing to be made

nothing, for all is made up in Chrift. ‘
Again, .it fhould have putusupon this,to be willing to give

“~~upall we have to Chrift; alas, our allisbuta poorall: yet

S
i)
B

give icto Chrift ; our parts, cftates, intereft, names ; let Chrift
aveal] becaufeheis our all, - > Taetano
And let him be'therule of our prizing all things: fo farre
aswe feearty - thing of Chrift,prize it futably : as tis reported
of Malter Bucer, if he could fee any thing of Chrift inany man
or woman , though they, werenever {0 peor and: meane , his

...... v

- "~ heart.would clofe witk them. .. And tis faid of Auftin, that

befare his converfion he took delight in reading of Cice- ™«

‘re’s workes ; but afterward , fayeshe, I finde not the name
Chriftinall Cicero 5 and that took off his heart from him :
1o in all thou doeft enjoy. , 1ook haw much shou feeft of Chrift
Jn it, fo farre let thy delight and .cffeem be carried-out to-
‘wards itandnofarthers -« - . - o

. " Again, with whatmighty intention of fpirit fhould the
‘heart. beput forth toward Jefus Chrift above all things !
.what though God give thee an eftate and honour in th

~~,world : if-thou hat not Ghrift thou haft .nothing , - thod

haft not that that makes' way for thee to eternicy. . Theres :

fore be not fatisfied with:any thing without Chrift. As A4«
_brabamfayes, What wilt thou give mie Lord, fecing Igoe child-
lefe? Sofay thou, Lord, thou haft given me a portion in
the world, thou haft given me ¢redit and repute amongft
‘meny but i.ord,'what is.all this tome ; if I goe Chriftlefle;
and have not him that is the conveyance of grace unto

‘my foul, that is all in all ? O Lord, thou haft this day’
S B : | sanghe
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uught me, that fuch is the diftance and breach betweene
thee and me, that unlefle it be made up through a me-

whatever thou denyeft me. O fatisfic not your felves with
any thing , without Chrift. Many hypocrites they fatis-

‘contented. Confider that parable in the Gofpell, Masth.

" diator, I muft eternally perith : therefore give meChrift,.

"“fic themfelves with gifts: if they have gifts, then theyare

13.45,46. The merchant-man fought after goodly pearles, lur -

when he bad found the pearle of price , then be went and fold
all that be bad, and bought it. Now gifts and parts, ard
other atchievements are thefe goodly pearles: I but Chrift
he is the pearle of price : therefore whatever thou haft, be
‘willing to part with it for him : if God have difcovered
to. thee the pearle of price, .let no goodly pearles fatisfie
thee. Many fouls perith eternally becaufe they. are fatis-
fied with goodly pearles , and doe not endeavour to ob-
- taine this pearleof price. - v ' '

Againe, the application fhould further have been, to

have endéavoured to work this upon you, that in your -

fecking after God, you would be fure to take Chrift a-
Jong with you. . ) L m—
I will give you onely this note, if it were your laft

" time topray to God , and your everlafting eftate did depend

upon Gods mercy, fhould you now feeck God never fo earneft-
-1y, yetif it were onelg in a naturall way,as your creator,.
your condition would be very dreadfull,and you would pe-
rith eternally. If God fhould lay any of you upon your fick
beds, or'death beds, and you fhould cry to God, metcy, mercy

Lord, be fure you take Chrift along with you, and look upon

God through Chrift, or elfc all your cryes will betonopur- 3

pofe. Itisa fpeech of Luther , that God lookt upon out of

Chriftyis moft dreadfull and terrible; and it argues a great v
deal of ignorance in us, when we think we can goe to God, ¢
«sand fhall finde mercy with him, without confidering himasa

God that will be reconciled to us only through his Son. - To
concludeall,as Chrift fayes, If I be li)‘ytcd up, 1 will draw el men
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antome ; {o thisisthe work of our Minifiry, we have ent
time amougt you that we mighs labour co lifi up Chrift te
you : -and O that Godwould be pleafed to draw all your
fouls to him. T S o

o

~

ﬂh Sermonmes preacht March 28. 1641,
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