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JEREMIAH BURROUGHS, A.M.

IT will probably by most readers be deemed sufficient, by way of introduction to one of the numerous

works of this author, to reproduce the ' brief notice' of him which was prefixed by the late Kev-

James Sherman to his edition of his Exposition of Hosea.—T. S.

It is deeply to be lamented that no life was given to the church of this excellent minister of Christ

;

concerning whom Mr Baxter says, ' If all the Episcopalians had been like Archbishop Usher, all the

Presbyterians like Mr Stephen Marshall, and all the Independents like Mr Jeremiah Burroughs, the

breaches of the church would soon have been healed.' From the few scattered notices of him in

different authors, and chiefly from those of liis enemies, we learn that he was born in 1599. He
studied and took his degree at Emmanuel College, Cambridge ; after which he became colleague

with the Rev. Edmund Calamy, at Bury St Edmund's. In the year 1631 he became rector of

Tivetshall, in the county of Norfolk ; but upon the publication of Bishop Wren's Articles and

Injunctions, in 1636, he was suspended and deprived of his living.

The Earl of Warwick, who was the friend and patron of the persecuted ministers, and one of their

constant hearers, gave him an asylum in his house, till the fire of persecution, which raged so strongly

against him, obliged him to fly to Holland. He was chosen assistant minister to the church at

Rotterdam, of which the Eev. William Bridge was pastor. The violence of party strife at that

period raised against him many accusations for leaving his country, but his \dndication of himself

and his conduct in retiring to Rotterdam is so ample and circumstantial, and withal written in so

meek and humble a spirit, as to raise in the reader a high estimation of his veracity and piety.

The church at Rotterdam gave liim a most hearty welcome, and he laboured among them, in

conjunction with Mr Bridge, with great acceptance and usefulness for several years. After the

commencement of the civil war he returned to England :
' Not,' says Granger, ' to preach sedition,

but peace ; for which he earnestly prayed and laboured.' The renown which he had acquired at

Rotterdam accompanied him to his native land. His popular talents as a preacher, his peaceable

spirit, and his exemplary character, soon excited great attention ; and as a proof of it, he was chosen

lecturer to the congregations of Stepney and Cripplegate, then accounted the largest and wealthiest
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in England. At Stepney lie preached at seven o'clock in the morning, and Mr Greenhill at three

in the afternoon: one was called the morning sfar, and the other the evening star, of Stepney. He
was chosen one of the Assembly of Divines, and united with his brethren, the Kevs. Thomas Good-

win, Philip Nye, William Bridge, and Sydrach Simpson, in pubUshing their ' Apologetic Narration'

in defence of their own distinguishing sentiments, which contain the general jirinciples by which con-

gregational churches are governed in the present day. In the year 1645 he was elected one of

the Committee of Accommodation, and was of great service in all their important deliberations.

Though, after his exile, he never accepted a parochial benefice, or became pastor of a separate

church, he laboured extensively in preaching at various and distant places, and in rendering other

important services to the church of Christ. But his incessant labours, and grief for the distractions

of the times, brought on consumiitiou, of which he died in the forty-seventh year of his age.

In the spirit of union among all Christians, which he so powerfully advocated, he was far before

the opinions of his day. Tlie following sentiment, in reply to one of his bitterest enemies, does equal

credit to his piety and discernment: ' I profess, as in the presence of God, that upon the most serious

examination of my heart, I find in it, that were my judgment presbyterial, yet I should plead and

preach as much for the forbearance of brethren diffei'ing from me, not only in their judgment, but in

their practice, as I have ever done. Therefore, if I should turn Presbyterian, I fear I should trouble

Mr Edwards, and some others, more than I do now
;
perhaps ray preaching and pleading for forbear-

ance of dissenting brethren would be of more force than it is now.' The last subject on which he

preached, and the last treatise he published, was his ' Irenicum,' or an attempt to heal the divisions

among Christians. Oh that we had more of his spirit among all who take the lead in the Christian

church ! The estimation in which he was held by unprejudiced persons who were capable of forming

a judgment of his spirit and character, was very high. Granger says, ' He was a man of learning,

candour, and modesty, and of an exemplary and irreproachable life.' And Fuller has classed him

among the learned writers of Emmanuel College, Cambridge.



TO THE CHRISTIAN READER.

READEE,—although all meu desire happiness,

and nothing be more needful to be laiown, yet

great are the mistakes of men thereabout. It is not

in sensual pleasures—if so, Dives had been happy,
Luke xvi., and those [who] made their belhes their

gods, Phil. iii. ; it is not in honours—for then the

dragon and the beast should have been happy, Rev.

xiii. 4 ; it is not in riches, James v. 1 ; it is not in

habits or acts of moral virtues—then heathens had
been happy, and Paul in his pharisaism, Phil. iii. G

;

it is not in knowledge, Eccles. i. 18, nor in contem-
plation of divine things—for then Balaam had been

so. Num. xxiv. 3, 4, and Plato whose contemplations

were such ; it is in none of these, but in what is laid

down by the Lord Chiist, and held forth in this en-

suing work. Some deny saintship and happiness to

be in this life, but David confutes the one, Ps. xvi.

3, and Clrrist the other. It is true, perfect happiness

is not attainable in this life, because there is a mix-

ture of sin, vanity, and misery with every condition

and thing we enjoy ; the best of men having more
wormwood than wine. Yet there is a true blessedness

in this life, which consists in those qualifications,

actions, and sufferings, which have a clear, certain,

and strong tendency unto perfect happiness, and may
be called seminalis or radicalis heatitudo. Such are

the beatitudes here mentioned, and many elsewhere

in holy writ, as delighting in the law of God, Ps. i.

2 ; fearing the Lord, Ps. cxii. 1 ; being undefiled in

the way, Ps. cxix. 1 ; and such men are blessed, but

not simply blessed for the qualities had, things done

or suffered, but because they lead up and issue into

perfect blessedness at last.

Reader, the times are perilous ; a sentence of death

is over most, if not all thy comforts ; how soon thou

mayest be stripped of thy seeming happiness, thou
knowest not. If thou hast not a part in these Chris-
tian beatitudes, thou art a miserable man, thy Ufe is

a dream, and thy death will be di-eadful. Here is

propounded unto thee not that the world calls blessed-
ness, or what thou thinkest so, but what the blessed
Son of the blessed God hath pronounced so, and wiU
be found in life and death to be so ; reckon and make
that therefore thy blessedness which the Lord Christ
himself accounts and calls blessedness ; and then let

times, troubles, and changes be what they will, thou
art a blessed m&,n, shalt so abide, and have a blessed
end. The reverend author of these sermons, Mr
Jeremiah Burroughs, did so, being the subject he
preached on before his death.

These sermons of his have lain thirteen years com-
plete this very day in the dark, for he died the 14th
day of the 9th month, 1646 ; but by the help of that
hand which took most of those sermons [that] are
already in print, are now brought to Ught, discovering
themselves to be the genume issue of such a parent,
the face of whose spirit is Hvely represented in them.
Reader, the aim of those [who] do publish them is

that thou mayest know, desire, and attain true bless-

edness in these unhappy times, and have thy thoughts,
affections, and actions suitable unto such a happi-
ness, wliich that thou mayest have, and they may be,

is the earnest desu'e of

WiLLiAJi Geeenhill.
WiLLi.\M Bridge.

Philip Nye.

John Yates.

William Adeklv.

Mathew Mead.

The lith of the 9M month.

1659.





SERMONS

CHRIST'S SERMON IN THE MOUNT.

'And seeing the multitude, he went up into a mountain : and when he was set, his disciples came unto him : and
he opened his mouth, and taught them, saying, Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of
hea,ven,' &c.

—

Mat. v. 1.

THIS chapter, with the sixth and seventh chapters,

are a sermon that Jesus Christ preached upon
the mount, the largest and fullest sermon that we
have recorded in the Scripture : the sermon of Christ

himself.

I heing solicitous what to pitch upon that might
be most for your edification, this took my thoughts.

What can be more suitable for a minister of Christ

to preach of, than the sermon of Christ ? And
therefore I intend, God willing, if life, and strength,

and liberty continues, to go through this whole ser-

mon of Christ unto you. For a minister to preach

other men's sermons it is negligence, but for him to

preach Christ's sermon it is faithfulness. In the

2d Cor. V. 20, the ministers of God are the am-
bassadors of Christ, and are to speak unto people as

if Jesus Christ spake unto them, ' in his stead ; ' and
so they are to look upon them as coming to them in

Christ's stead, as if Clirist were speaking. And if we
must preach as if Christ were preaching, what more
suitable than to preach what Christ hath preached ?

This sermon, in these three whole chapters, is a ser-

mon preached by the mouth of the Son of God him-
self, of him that is the wisdom of the Father, that

hath all the treasures of wisdom in him, of him that

hath been in the bosom of the Father from all eter-

nity, and knows all his mind, his whole heart, the

counsels of his will concerning man's eternal estate.

And it is he that is sent by the Father into the world,

designed to this office, to preach his mind and his

will unto the children of men.

Oh, what attention is called for, while you are

hearing this sermon of Christ repeated to you, and
opened and applied unto you !

Oh, we have infinite cause to bless God for the way
of knowing his mind by Jesus Christ his Son ! The
Lord in former times did reveal his mind to men
several ways ; but now saith the apostle in Heb. i.,

he ' hath in these last days spoken unto us by his

Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by
whom also he made the worlds, who being the bright-

ness of his glory, the express image of his j^erson,'

&c. Oh, this is the hapj:)iness of those that live in

the times of the gospel, that God speaks unto them
by his Son, that Christ is come from the Father to

make him kno\\'n unto us : for ' no man knows the

Father but the Son, and he to whom the Son will

reveal him.' Surely there are great things to be
known of the mind of God, seeing the second person
in Trinity is designed by the Father to come to

preach his mind to the children of men. If we hear

but of a friend that is come out of a far country to

tell us news there; if the news be of moment, and
nearly concerning us, and we know that this friend

is wise and faithful, and will tell us nothing but that

that is truth, we flock about him. Sometimes if one

come but from the army after some notable war hath
been done, and we know that he doth understand
things, and is faithful, how greedy are we to be with

him, and to know wliat news from thence ! But
here, my brethren, we have Jesus Christ coming
from God the Father, that knows fully all the mind
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of his Father, and is sent by the Father into the

world to make known to us a*ll those counsels of

God that were kept hid from the beginning of the

World ; news about our eternal estates, for that is the

gospel—the gospel signifies nothing else but good

news that Christ is come to bring,—and therefore I

beseech you hearken : saith God, ' This is my well-

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased ; hear him !

'

I am now beginning, and intend, God willing, to

go Qii preaching what Christ saith ; and therefore so

long as I keep to what he saith, you are to hear him

in it ; and that will be a very great aggravation to

your sin if you mind not what shall be preached now,

because it is the sermon of Jesus Christ that is to be

opened, and the fullest sermon that we know of that

ever he preached, that is recorded to us. In Heb.

xii. see what weight the Holy Ghost lays upon this,

that God hath made known himself to us by his Son :

ver. 25, ' See that ye refuse not him that speaketh,

for if they escaped not who refused him that spake

on earth, much more shall not we escape if we turn

away from him that speaketh from heaven.' Here,

in this chapter, Christ speaks from heaven ; though

he were himself upon earth at that time, yet we are

to look upon him as speaking from heaven. For so

the words that are before shews it is meant of Jesus,

the mediator of the new covenant, that came to

, preach. It is the sermon of Christ that is our sub-

ject, and therefore calls for serious attention, and fear,

and reverence. And oh that we would carry this

thouglit with us all the while we hear him preaching

out of these chapters !

All that I shall do at this time shall be but to pre-

face this sermon. There are these six things con-

siderable in this sermon :

—

I. First, Because we find this sermon recorded

not only in Matthew, but also in Luke, to inquire

whether they be the same
;
yea or no : for we shall

find it of use ; one will much enlighten the other if

they be the same.

II. Secondly, We shall inquire at what time Christ

preached this sermon, and upon what occasion.

III. Thirdly, In what place he preached it.

IV. Fourthly, To whom he preached it.

V. Fifthly, The manner of his preaching ; and

VI. Sixthly, The scope of his sermon, what it did

principally aim at. These six things will be useful

for the making way to what shall follow.

I. For the first, Whether it be the same sermon

that Luke records. I find interpreters are very much
troubled about it : and yet if yoa read the sermon

itself, you shall find, though not recorded so largely

as Matthew doth it, yet the substance of it is the

same, and almost the same words. In Luke vi. 20,
' He lift up his eyes on his disciples, and said, Blessed

are the poor,' and so he goes on, just as here. And

the reason of the doubt is, because we find in Matthew
that Christ chose his disciples in the tenth chapter

and sent them out, but we find in Luke that Christ

did choose his disciples before this sermon was

preached. In this sixth chapter, ver. 13, you shall find

that the twelve were sent out first, and then the

sermon was preached. There is the difference. And
then, secondly, Matthew saith that Jesus Christ went

up to the mountain, and there taught his disciples,

ver. L But Luke saith, he 'came down with them
and stood in the plain, and he lift up his eyes on
his disciples, and said,' &c. Matthew saith he sat,

and Luke saith he stood in the plain ; so that divers

interpreters say it was a different sermon. But yet

these may easily be answered.

For the first : Though Luke makes it to be after the

sending out of the twelve, and Matthew seems to

make it to be afore, yet it may be reconciled thus

:

that though indeed it be recorded in ^Matthew after,

as in the tenth chapter, yet we know that many
times the Scripture doth not set down things that

are before in time, always before in place, as I might

easily shew you. There be many things that are

after in a book that yet were done before those

things that are set down first ; it is ordinary. Here
Matthew had occasion to speak of Christ's doctrine

;

afterwards, in the tenth chapter, to speak of sending

out his disciples. That is no argument, because it is

in the tenth chapter, therefore it was not before this

that is in the fifth chapter.

And then for the other : That it is said in Matthew
that he was upon the mountain, and in Luke that he

came down to the plain. To that the answer is

:

that here it is not said that he came down to the

plain, and preached upon the plain ; but it is said

that after he had sent forth his disciples he came
down to the plain, and then the company came to

him. So, then, after he had done the work of giving

his disciples the commission to go and preach, then

comes abundance of people to him. He had been
upon the mount, as we shall see by and by, all night,

and then did the work of sending out his disciples,

and then comes down and sees a great multitude of

people, and did some work about them in healing of

them, and then returns up into the mountain again,

withdrawing himself from the tumult of the people

to preach to his disciples, and those that came to-

gether with him. So that, though it be said he was
in the plain, and he stood—that is, he stood while the

multitude was with him, but after he had done some
work about tliem, then, according to ^Matthew, he re-

tires into the mountain again, and there falls a-preach-

ing. So that there is no objection of any moment,
that I know, why it should not be the same sermon,

but these two, and these two may easily be recon-

ciled. Therefore, seeing that the very substance of
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the sermon is the same, we will take it that it was all

one. Now being all one sermon, you shall find

much help by this. The one evangelist will give

light into another.

II. And then the second thing that is to be in-

quired into is, The time when Christ preached it, and
that help you must have from Luke,—for so I intend,

that what light one evangelist will give, I will make
use of that,—though it be not mentioned here in

Matthew, and you will find it of very great use to in-

quire after this. You shall find that the very night

before he preached this sermon, that he was at prayer

all night. Luke vi. 12, 'And it came to pass in

those days that he went out into a mountain to

pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.' It

was the night before this sermon was preached.

And this scripture will justify long prayers upon
extraordinary occasions, though, I confess, in an or-

dinary way in family prayer, oi'dinarily it is more
convenient to have them short than long. But this

scripture justifies long prayer—speaking many hours

in prayer—upon extraordinary occasions. Jesus Christ

speaks a whole night in prayer unto God, and you
see how the things of the glory of God, and the good
of his church, did take up his heart, so that he speaks

a whole night in prayer about them. Oh consider

this, you that spend so many nights in chambering
and wantonness

;
you that can sit up nights in drink-

ing and playing, remember Jesus Christ sat up a whole
night together in praying. He prays all night ; hereby

giving an example to his ministers upon occasions to

be praying for people when they are sleeping—to be

seeking to God in prayer, and when they are about

other things. Christ he was a whole night here in

prayer.

But you will say, What was the occasion ? why
was he a whole night in prayer before he preached

this sermon ? Why, the occasion seems to be the

work that he had to do the next morning, which
was to send forth his disciples, for so the text saith

in ver. 13: 'When it was day, he called unto him
his disciples, and of them he chose twelve, whom also

he named apostles.' He had a great work to do— to

choose twelve apostles to go up and down in the

world to preach the gospel of God, the greatest work
that ever men were to do since the beginning of the

world. To go and preach the gospel, Christ looked

upon this as a great and a weighty work. And,
therefore, by way of preparation before he chooses

them, he spends a whole night in prayer to God to

prepare for that great work.

You may see by this, that tlie work of the minis-

try it is a great work. You may think it indeed a

light matter, but Christ accounted it a great matter

:

he makes solemn preparation for the choosing his

apostles, and prays to God all night before. Oh let
|

those, then, who are in the ministry, consider of this

as a mighty and great work, as a solemn business.

That that Christ shall spend so much time in prayer
about, must needs be a solemn thing. They should
so look upon the work that they are called unto.
And for people that are at any time to choose or to

call a minister, oh, they should look upon it as a
solemn work, and not think it a light matter. Some
when they hear of such a man, say, Come let us have
him presently; when Christ was to choose his

apostles and send them forth, he makes a prepara-
tion by sitting up all night in prayer. And it is a
very seemly thing for people that are at any time to

choose a minister, that they should spend much time
in prayer and seeking to God. Indeed, for the choice

of civil officers, or of any that shall be but by way
of assistance to the civil magistrate, there is not
need of so much solemnity ; but if it be for the choice
of those that shall exercise the power of Christ in the
administering of ordinances, they are to be chosen and
brought into their place with a very great solemnity :

here it was so at first ; and so I find it continued,

that if but a deacon was brought in. Acts vi., it was
with prayer and imposition of hands ; and so elders

much more, if they be for to exercise the power of

Christ, then, as in Acts xiv., they are with prayer
and fasting and imposition of hands brought into

their places. It is a solemn and great business, and
all ministers of God should consider of this prayer of

Christ in way of preparation for the ministry ; con-
sider of it, and exercise their faith in believing the
blessing of it upon them. Now whereas Christ him-
self saith in John xvii. 20, that he prayed not only
for them that were present, but for all others after

that should believe : so certainly Christ, when he
spent this whole night in prayer, did not pray only

for the twelve apostles, but for all those that should
be in the ministry, to preach the gospel of Christ, to

the end of the world. But now having spent all the

night in prayer, then in the morning the first thing
he doth is to choose his twelve apostles, and when he
hath done, he seeing the multitude come to him, doth
a little retire himself from them and falls a-preach-

ing, and preaches this excellent and notable sermon
that we are now beginning to speak of. After Christ

had been all night up, yet next day he falls a-preach-

ing. You see Christ is not so tender of his body

;

those that had been tender over him, would have
been ready to say that he should go and sleep. What!
shall he tire and wear out his body, having sat up all

night, and spent himself in prayer?—as there is no
exercise that is more spending to the body than
prayer—yet after all this, the next morning, Christ he
takes this opportunity, and falls a-preaohing.

Teaching thus much, that the ministers of the gos-

pel should not be too nice and dainty of their bodies

;
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not to be always wliining and complaining of the

weakness of body, and spending of themselves, and

such things ; but if there be opportunity given for

service, they should be ready to take it, although it

should be a weariness and spending. What if it

should shorten their days a little while ? is it not all

one, to do a great deal of good in a little time, or to

do a little good in a great deal of time 1 To do a great

deal in a little time is the more comfortable. A
man's life is to be reckoned according to his service,

not according to how many years he lives. Christ he

preaches this long sermon, the longest that ever he

did preach, for aught we know, and it was the morn-

ing after he had been up all the night a-praying.

Further observe from this time of the sermon of

Christ : what a notable sermon doth Jesus Christ

preach, after he had been thus praying. It is a most
heavenly sermon. And that prayer that he had a

little before he died, from John xiv. on for two or

three chapters, they have the most of Christ in them
that the vScripture doth record of anything that

Christ hath done. Then let ministers pray more, and
they will preach better. The way to be a good
preacher it is to be a fervent prayer. Do as Christ did

:

ministers should come reeking from prayer into the

pulpit ; and those wiU be the best sermons that are

warmed in their own hearts by prayer. They come
to give the milk of the word ; and you know nurses,

when they give milk to the child, will not give it raw,

nor cold, but they will warm the milk before they

give it to the child. Oh, the milk of the word, that

is warmed by the prayer of a minister in his own
heart before he comes, that is that that is hke to be

most nourishable unto people.

And hence lil<ewise we may note, that the way to

be filled with the Holy Ghost, to be filled with
heavenly truths, with a most spiritual frame, it is

to be much in prayer, the spending time in prayer

;

and doing of it to purpose indeed, will help not only

ministers but Christians to rise up full of the Holy
Ghost, full of heavenly and divine truths. Consider

that this sermon was preached the next morning
after Christ had spent a whole night in prayer, and
it will add much to the excellency of the sermon,
and vv'ill be a special motive to your attention, and
for the receiving of what shall be said out of this

sermon. Certainly there must be some notable mat-
ter in this sermon, that was preached presently after

such a ])rayer ; and that is the second consideration

by way of preface, The time when this sermon was
preached.

III. The third thing by way of preface to this

sermon is. The place where it was preached ; for there

is nothing in Scripture without use. My text saith

that he went up to the mountain. He had been in

the mountain in prayer, and came down and did

some work among the people, and then goes up
thither again to preach.

Why upon the mountain ?

Something it was to fulfil those prophecies that

we have in divers scriptures about preaching of the

gospel upon the mountain, in Isa. xl. 9, and Joel

iii. 18, but these are only guessings. Others I

find do allegorise very much, how a minister should

be as upon the mountain, and how heavenly he
should be when he is a-preaching : but I like it not

to strain Scripture any further than I think to be

the meaning of the Holy Ghost ; therefore I think

there is nothing else to be considered than this, the

conveniency of the mountain, because it was a re-

tired place, and there being a clutter of people^ he
could not be so composed among them to speak so

freely to edification, therefore he retires unto a moun-
tain again, where he had spent so much time in

prayer.

Christ doth not stay till he comes to the syna-

gogue to preach, or the temple ; no, but takes any
place that was a fitting place to preach unto the

people. It is not necessary that thefe should be a

consecrated place for the preaching of the word.

What mountain was this ? j'ou will say.

Some have thought it to be the mountain of Olivet,

but that cannot possibly be, for Christ was in the

upper Galilee at this time, and mount Olivet was near

to Jerusalem, as near to Jerusalem as Islington is

near the city ; but Christ was about forty miles from
Jerusalem at this time, therefore Jerome and others

think it to be mount Tabor.

And certainly, this will further justify that preach-

ing may be in any place where ministers have op-

portunity, and may be with peace and edification.

There is a double vanity of conceit in people. Some
men think that some places are so profane by pro-

fane uses, that there must not be no preaching there

;

and others think that some places are too supersti-

tiously used, and because of the superstition that

hath been there, there must be no preaching there

;

they will not go to hear a sermon because of the

superstition of the place. Truly this may help us

against both these.

For profane
;
Certainly there is nothing done in

any place that doth so defile the place but that if

occasion serve there might be preaching in that place,

and would be acceptable to God ; though it were in

a place that had been a playhouse, it would not de-

file the work at all, if there can be no more con-

venient place had. Shall so many thousand souls

perish for want of knowing God and Christ, because

they have not a consecrated place ? It is a very sad
thing to consider of. This mountain—if it be mount
Tabur, as I find both Jerome and others think it was

—

was as ill a place as a playhouse could be, where Christ
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preached this sermon ; and a place that was hke to

be abused to much superstition and idolatry. I find

in the prophecy of Hosea mention of this place, chap.

V. 1, ' Hear ye this, O priests ; and hearken, ye house
of Israel ; and give ye ear, house of the king ; for

judgment is towards you, because ye have been a snare

on Mizpah, and a net spread upon Tabor.' The
meaning of it is this, that when the ten tribes had
fallen off from the true worship of God in the temple
at Jerusalem, and set up their calves in Dan and
Bethel, there w-ere some that were more godly and
strict than others, and they could not be content to

worship there, but they must needs go to worship at

Jerusalem. But now the laws of the king and the

priests were against it, and no man could be suffered

to worship at Jerusalem but it was upon his peril
;

but yet there would many go, therefore the priests

and others set watchers to watch those that did go up
into Jerusalem to worship. As heretofore there have
been men set to watch when men went from their

parish churches, though they had no preaching at

home; so there were watches set upon mount Tabor to

watch those that went to Jerusalem, for they were
to go by that place, and therefore it is said that

there was a net spread upon Tabor. Surely this

place was profaned as much as any place could be
;

and yet for all that, Christ he goes and preaches

this sermon upon mount Tabor. It was as wicked
a work to set watchmen to spy out those that went
to the true worship of God to Jerusalem, as it was to

make a play ; and yet, I say, Christ comes and preaches

here upon the mountain.

And so for any superstition in places, the syna-

gogues of the ten tribes, and the jolaces that they

set up for their service, and for teaching, they were
abused exceedingly, for they set them up in opposi-

tion to the true worship of God in Jerusalem : and
yet Christ would preach in every place according as

he came into it, and we do not find that Christ re-

fused preaching in any such place where he came,
though it had been abused this way or that way

;

Christ stood not upon that, but took the present

opportunity to do his vpork, for to preach the word.

That is the first ; and,

Secondly, That all ministers of God should take

what opportunities they can for doing good ; and
that is the third consideration by way of preface.

IV. The fourth is. Who are these auditors that

the text speaks of ? ' And seeing the multitude, he
went up into the mountain.' Now I confess some
they make this sermon of Christ to be to the multitude

that was there, that did come and clutter about him,

and therefore think that Christ was moved with com-
passion to preach unto them, because he saw such
abundance of people. It is very true, it is a very

moving object to any gracious heart, to any godly

ministers, when they see abundance of people coming
to hear, and especially manifesting a willingness to

attend, it is a very moving object to draw forth

any minister's heart in the world : and so we find at

some other time that Christ's heart was much drawn
forth upon the sight of a multitude of people, in

Mat. ix. 36, 'But when he saw the multitude, he
was moved with compassion on them, because they
fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having
no shepherd : then saith he unto his disciples, The
harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few

;

pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he
will send forth labourers into his harvest.' When
Jesus Christ looked upon abundance of people that
were there, the text saith that he was moved with
compassion, thinking with himself. Lord, what shall

become of these many thousand souls, that know so
little of God and the things of heaven ? And therefore,

Oh pray, saith he to his disciples, pray ye that he would
send forth labourers into his harvest. These people
are -willing to hear, the regions are white unto har-
vest

; oh pray that there might be labourers sent into

the harvest. The very sight of a multitude is a
moving sight, to preach and to pray that God would
send faithful ministers to preach unto them. Indeed,
the sight of a multitude is an object of envy to many

;

as heretofore we know it was enough for a faithful

minister to be silenced, such was their envy, and so
contrary to the spirit of Jesus Christ. But I cannot
tell how to build any point of doctrine upon this,

because I think that at this time Christ did go up
into the mountain, and withdrew himself from the
most of the people, for so I find the text saith, ' And
seeing the multitude, he went up into a mountain :

and when he was set, his disciples came unto him :

'

and it may be some of the rest, but not the gener-
ality of them. And so in Luke vi., there having the
same sermon recorded, the text saith, ' That he lift

up his eyes upon his disciples, and said. Blessed are

the poor,' &c. So that it is probable that rather than
he would spend his time at this present among the
multitude, he retires himself to speak to his disciples.

Why ? for his chief work was about his disciples,

about the sending out the twelve, and making them
to be apostles

;
and therefore, though the preachinn- to

all the multitude be a very good thing, and that the
heart of Christ was much in upon all occasions, yet
now Christ would mind his work that he was about,
to speak to his apostles that he was to send abroad.

From whence we may note. That men must tend
their present work, and not be upon thinking that
they may do more good some other way, and so
leave the present work that God calls them to. Let
us look to the work that we are about for the present,

and not be taken off to think, Ay, but another work
may be more useful ; but. Is this my work for the
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present ? Then let me go iipon it, and commit my
work to the blessing of God.

And then, secondly ; Hence we may see that

Christ hath a special regard unto his ministers ; he

•withdraws from the multitude to speak to them ;
he

did not forbid any of the people to come, but the thing

that Christ intended, was to speak to them. Christ

hath a special regard to his ministers ; he knows that

great things doth depend upon them, as afterwards

in this chapter he calls them the salt of the earth, as

if all the world would rot and putrefy if it were not

for them. And so he calls them the light of the

world, as if all the world would be in darkness were

it not for the light of the word ; they should be full

of light, and so should enlighten others. Ministers

they should be filled with the will of God, as it is said

of Epaphras in Col. iv., he prayed for the people that

they might be ' filled in all the will of God,' ver. 12.

Oh ! it is an excellent thing for a minister to be filled

with the will of God, as a sail is filled with the

wind.

Those who are most instructed by Christ, they

are fittest to instruct people. Christ he falls a-

preaching to them, that they may preach, to the

people. Those cannot preach to the hearts of people

that have not had Jesus Christ preaching to their

hearts before.

And besides, Christ saw that the work was very

difficult. The work of the ministry is a hard work
;

therefore Christ spends a great deal of time, as in

praying for them before, so after he had chosen them,

in instructing of them. They were to be set as a light

upon an hill ; and the eyes and observations of men
would be upon them to watch them in all their ways.

They must bear the brunt of all, and if there be any
hazardable work they must approach. This work of

God is very difficult. It is a speech of Luther,
' What is it to preach, but for a man to drive the

envy of people that are evil upon himself?' And
therefore it was that Christ made such a preparation

of his apostles before they were to go abroad. And
that is the fourth consideration about the preface to

Christ's sermon, his auditors whom he had.

V. And then the fifth consideration by way of

preface is, The manner of Christ's preaching. And
there are three things observable. I would gladly

take up all things in Scripture, for the Scripture is

not like a carpenter's yard, that a great deal of chips

lies about and are of no use ; but it is like a gold-

smith's shop, that every dust is precious. So, when
we have to deal in Scripture, we should not neglect

the least particle, for we shall find it of much use.

There are three things that are recorded about the
manner of Christ's preaching.

First, That Christ did sit and preach.

Secondly, That he opened his mouth and spake.

And then the third is, That Christ fastened his

eyes upon his disciples ;—that you have in Luke vi.

But we have two of these in Matthew : That he
sat and opened his mouth and spake. For the sit-

ting : Christ when he preached he sat down ; he did

not stand as preachers do now. And we find it was
the ordinary way of preaching among the Jews, for

the preacher to sit down. In Mat. xxiii. 2, the

scribes and pharisees sit in Moses' chair : hear them,
and do what they say, saith Christ, though do not
what they do. And so you shall find it in Mat. xxiv.

3, and xxvi. 55
;
you shall see in both tliese places

that Christ when he came to preach sat down
; he

stood up when he read the law, but when he
preached he sat down. And so in Luke iv. 20. In
all these scriptures you may see it was the manner
in preaching to sit down. Now some would make
a significancy in it ; but I take it, it was only a civil

gesture, that Christ observing what the way was at

that time, he would conform himself to the order

and way of sitting, not that it had any spiritual sig-

nification. As now, the French ministers they

preach with their hats on, it is the custom there ; and
no question, if any one were to go among them it

were fit they should observe the customs that they

have : and so here, to sit down, ajid in other churches

to stand.

You will say, Doth not this justify the conform-

ing to ceremonies in churches ? Christ you see con-

formed to this ceremony of sitting, and why had we
such a stir about kneeling at sacrament ? And,
Now to answer that clearly, thus : You must know

the difference of ceremonies. Whatsoever ceremony is

but merely natural or civil, and is but helpful to the

worship of God in a natural and civil way, certainly

we should conform to the customs of churches where-

soever we come. But now when a ceremony comes
to have a spnitual use, and to have by the institution

of man some spiritual thing put upon it, as our cere-

monies had, then, though they be but ceremonies, we
must not, except we would sin against Jesus Christ

and our consciences, we must not conform to them
;

for then they come to have some worship in them,

when they come to have spiritual significations, and
there is that put upon them by way of institution.

But if there be no more in a ceremony than what
the nature of the thing carries with it to be helpful

in God's worship, there is no question but the pru-

dence of men is enough for the ordering of that in it

;

as it is a natural help for people when they come to

hear the word, to have convenient seats. It is a na-

tural help so when it is but used in a natural way
;

but now kneeling at sacrament, and such ceremonies,

they had a spiritual efficacy put into them, and an
institution from them.

And so for garments : for a minister to have a con-
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venient garment it is a natural thing; but now, if

they will make an institution, that a garment must
be therefore decent because it is appointed and not
else, for what decency is there in the nature of the

thing, but all is in the institution that is put upon it

by man. Therefore observe here, whatsoever cere-

mony is but natural and helpful in a natural way,
there there should be no contention ; we have no such
custom, nor the churches of God, to contend about
these ; but if they come to have a religious use put
upon them, for so it is said in the Common Prayer
Book, to stir up the dull minds of men, now they come
to be sinful, and therefore Christ he observed the

ceremony of the Jews as a natural help.

And secondl}', Christ opened his mouth and spake.

Opened his mouth, you will say ; why is this men-
tioned ? How could he speak else to them ?

I answer, first, There is a speaking though there

is not an opeiring of one's mouth. In Heb. xi. 4,

there the Holy Ghost speaks of a speaking without
opening of the mouth. ' By faith Abel offered to

God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which
he obtained witness that he was righteous, God
testifying of his gifts ; and by it be, being dead, yet

speaketh.' So there is a real speaking as well a verbal

one, and so some think that this was a similitude,

whereas Christ did preach in his life ; as a minister of

God should preach in his holy life continually before

them, so Christ preached.

But secondl}'. By opening the mouth, according to

the Je'ivish expression, is to signify,- not only that he
did speak, but that he had some weighty matter to

speak, as in Job xxxii. 20. There Elihu, when he
saith that he is full of matter, and hath excellent

things to say, he saith, ' He w'ill open his mouth to

speak.' And so our English phrase will bear it ; when
we see an object wishly, we will say, I saw it with
mine eyes—that is, I did mind it, and regard it

;

and so if a man will express a serious intentness to

hear, he will say, I heard it with mine ears—that is,

he did diligently hear it, and mark it. And so he
opened his mouth and spake : he did not only

speak, but he had some great and weighty matter to

deliver.

Thirdly, This was to shew that the mouth of

Christ was as a door of a rich treasury. Jesus

Christ had in his heart a rich treasury, and his

mouth was the door of that rich treasury ; and now
Christ opens the door and fetches out these precious

things that you shall hear in this sermon. And thus,

then, opening the mouth, and setting these things

before us, you see is of great use unto us. There
are some that have so much evil in their hearts, that

it doth burst out of the door of their mouths, and
they speak without any consideration. As a man that

hath an unclean heart, it breaks forth in his mouth.

As a vessel that is full of filthy liquor, it will break
forth when it hath no vent. And so that is the
reason men speak so wickedly, in baudry, or swear-
ing ; their hearts are full of wickedness, and it breaks
the door open. And so the heart of Jesus Christ
was full of heavenly and spiritual things, and Christ
he opens the door of his mouth and speaks. It should
be so with us. It should be so with the ministers of

God especially; they should have their hearts full of
heavenly treasure, and when they come to preach, it

is but to open the door of this treasury ; their mouths
should be but as the door to vent those treasures of

heavenly truths that they have been trading for in

heaven. And so all people, they should have their

hearts as a treasure of excellent things, and so have
command of their mouths, that when they see an
occasion of doing good where they come, they should
open the door of this treasury to vent what good
things they have got in this treasury. Oh that all

our mouths were so ! This is the meaning of this

expression, Christ opened his mouth. It was a mercy,
my brethren, that Christ had his mouth open to

speak to this people. Had the scribes and pharisees
had their wills upon Christ, his mouth had been shut
long before this time, for they envied him, but
through God's mercy the mouth of Christ was open
to speak to the people the great things of God. And
it is a mercy that ministers' mouths are open, that
they may open their mouths to speak to people, and
shew them what the mind of God is. We had not
such a mercy long since. Though there were many
ministers that had their hearts full of rich truths,

yet the door was locked and bolted against them

;

they could not open the door, so as the people could
not have tliem. And I believe there was never any
reformed church that contracted so much guilt, in

all the world, in stopping the mouths of faithful

ministers, as England hath done in former time.

But blessed be God, that God hath stopped the
mouths of the stoppers of mouths. I remember in

Chrysostom's time, I find that the godly people then
did profess that they had rather have the sun with-
draw her beams than the mouth of Chrysostom
should be stopped; there was so much excellency in

Chrysostom's preaching : say they. Shall the door ol

the treasury of John Chrysostom's heart be shut,

shall that be bolted, and shall we have no benefit 1 y
it ? It were better we had no benefit by the sun itself.

Oh account it a great mercy that the mouths of faith-

ful ministers may be opened to speak unto you.
And that is the second consideration in the manner
of his preaching. He opened his mouth.
And then the third is, He set his eyes upon those

he spake unto. So the Holy Ghost doth note in

Luke vi. 20, ' He lifted up his eyes upon his disciples.'

Certainly, my beloved, the eyes of Christ did sparkle
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with very mucli wisdom, and there was mucli of the
glory of God sparkling in the very eyes of Jesus
Christ. In Rev. i. 14, we find that ' the eyes of Christ
were as a flaming lire.' Wisdom makes a man's face

to shine. And many times there appears a great
majesty in the very countenance of a minister; and a
great deal of use is made by the minister's looking
upon the people, and the people's looking upon the
minister. Therefore because Christ would have his

vs'ord effect the more, the te.xt saith, he lifted up his

eyes upon his disciples, and looked upon them.
And it hath a great deal of power in way of repre-

hension and threatening ; and many times a guilty

conscience is not able to bear the fastening of the
eyes of a minister upon them. Therefore in Acts
xiii. 9, we read of Paul, whenas Elymas the sorcerer
would have taken off Sergius Paulus, that was the
deputy of the place, and would have hindered the
work of the ministry upon his heart, Paul was a-

preaching, and the deputy began to be stirred up,
and to hearken to what Paul should say, and there
comes one Elymas and would have taken off the
deputy ; now when Paul, having hopes to have
gained such a man that might be a public instru-

ment in the place where God had set him, the text
saith that Paul set his eyes upon Elymas, and spake
to him in a terrible manner, as if he should say, O
wretch ; for so he saith, O child «f the devil, and full

of all subtlety ! What ! wilt thou seek to hinder the
word upon such an eminent man, thou child of

the devil ? There is a great deal of power sometimes
in the eyes of a minister of the word. And we find
that when Peter had denied Christ, the text saith that
Christ looked upon him, and then Peter went forth
and wept bitterly. There was much darted through
the eyes of Jesus Christ ; and there is much many
times darted thorugh the eyes of a minister of God.
Now then, my brethren, this is the close of this

sermon for the present. I beseech you, while we are
preaching over this large sermon of Jesus Christ, do
you apprehend that the eyes of Jesus Christ are upon
you all. Why should we not apprehend it so now as
well as then, when Christ saith. He that heareth you
hears me? It is the sermon that Christ preached
himself ; and as he lift up his eyes upon his auditors
at that time, so do you know that Jesus Christ lifts

up his eyes upon you all, and his eyes will be upon
every heart all the while his sermon shall be
preached. Oh, Christ comes into the congregation
to look upon this man and the other man, to see
how they will entertain his word ; and if you will but
remember this one note all along as we go, it will be
of very great use to you—remember the eyes of Jesus
Christ will be upon you, and looks upon your be-
haviour all the while. And that is the fifth thing
by way of preface.

Sermon II. Ver. 2.

VI. The sixth thing is to shew what the scope of

this sermon was ; and that consists especially in these

three things :

—

First, To discover wherein true blessedness doth
consist ; who they are that are truly blessed.

Secondly, To open the spiritualness of the law, or

that spiritual light that hj the light of the gospel
we come to understand. Christ undertakes to shew
the duties of the law, how they were by the gospel

raised to a higher height. 'The gospel doth not
abolish them, but shews us a more spiritual life to live

than those generally under the law did understand.
Our Saviour aims at taking of men oft' from satisfy-

ing of themselves in external duties of righteousness,

of prayers, or any other way, or keeping from exter-

nal sins.

And then thirdly, A forewarning of false teachers.

These are the three principal heads of the sermon.
There are many other things interwoven in. But for

the first thing. It is to shew wherein true blessed-

ness consists. He begins with blessedness in his

mouth,—Blessed are the poor, Blessed, Blessed, again
and again. From this we have these notes briefly

—

First, That it is Jesus Christ that teaches wherein
true blessedness doth consist. If we would know
how to be ha2:)py and blessed, it must be by Christ

;

the natural wisdom of man can never reach it.

There were among philosophers a hundred and four-

score opinions of man's happiness, and some reckon
more. They did but beat the bush ; it is the Chi'is-

tian that catches the bird. It is only by Christ that

we may know how to be happy ; Christ is come from
the bosom of the Father to reveal unto mankind
those eternal counsels of the Father about man's last

end. Man since the fall would never have come to

have known wherein his last end consists, and what
good it is that he is capable of and God intends
towards him, had not Christ come from the bosom
of the Father to declare it. Oh the poor and low
things wherein the children of men place their happi-
ness in, that know not Jesus Christ, but are strangers

to Jesus Christ ! When Christ comes to be revealed,

the thoughts and hearts of men are raised and en-

larged ; they look after happiness in another manner
then than formerly they did. Oh let us bless God
for Jesus Christ, by whom we come to know how we
may be happy—that is, wherein our last end consists,

that high good that man's nature is made capable of

by God.
Secondly, It is the end and scope of the ministry

to shew to people how they may come to be blessed.

For this sermon was preached especially to the apos-

tles when they had their commission, as I opened the



Mat. V. 2.] BURROUGHS ON THE BEATITUDES.

last day. Now in that Christ speaks so much of

blessedness to them, it was to prepare them to go

and preach it to the world. Oh, it is the ministry of

the word that shews to men how they may come to

be happy ! This is all the hurt it will do you, to

shew you how you may be blessed for ever. How
poor and miserable are those people that live without

the ministry of the word ! What poor things do

they plant their happiness in ! When you come to

attend the ministry of the gospel, you must come to

attend it as a message from God, to shew you how
you may be happy for ever. It is called the gospel

that they preach
;
good tidings. It brings tidings to

you from heaven, how those souls and bodies of yours

may come to be eternally happy. Come with such a

disposition to the ministry of the word. Those,

therefore, who forsake the ministry of the word, for-

sake their own mercy—the way that might shew them
to be happy. Oh how vile are men's hearts, to prize

it at no higher a rate than most do, so as ye cannot

think it Avorth the enduring a little cold in a morning
to come to attend upon the ministry that is appointed

by God to shew happiness to those that God intends

eternal good to !

Oh, the convictions that many have had in the

ministry of the gospel ! what a turn sometimes hath
the word given to their hearts in one half-quarter of

an hour ! Their hearts have been seeking after vain

and drossy things for their happiness, and would rest

in them as the only good that they would think

themselves happy in. And the ministry of the gospel

hath darted in tlaose truths unto them that have given

a turn to their hearts ; and they would not have lost

what they have found in the ministry of the word, some-

times in one sermon, for ten thousand worlds—that

that you prize at so low a rate, they find such good
in, as, I say, they would not have lost for ten thousand
worlds. They have come sometimes to hear the word
with carnal, drossy, vain, sensual hearts, looking only

to things that are here, base and vile ; but in attend-

ing upon the word, there hath been those flashes of

light let out unto them that hath made them to see

wherein the true good of a rational creature consists

—

to see what was the end God made man for, and the

infinite good that man's soul is capable of; and upon
this they have gone away with their hearts scorning

and contemning all those sensual delights and vanities

that they placed their happiness in before. There-

fore, learn to know what the scope of the ministry of

the gospel is ; that is the second general note.

The third note from the design of Christ in general

is this, By what we hear Christ telling us blessedness

doth consist in, we may learn that there is a great

deal of difference between the thoughts and judgment
cf God about true happiness, and the thoughts and
jvdgment of the world. For if so be that you look

into all those eight beatitudes that we have here, you
will see them in such a quite cross way to the judg-

ment of the world as nothing can be more.

For, in the first place. Suppose the judgment of the

world should be asked, who are those that are blessed

;

certainly they would never have said the poor was
blessed. They would think them to be miserable

men that are poor. Ay, but Christ is of another judg-

ment, ' Blessed are the poor, poor in spirit, theirs is

the kingdom of heaven.' Blessed are the rich, would
the world say ; they are happy indeed. We call the

proud happy in Mai. iii. ; but here it is ' Blessed are

the poor.'

Then, secondly, Ask the world again, who are

blessed men ; they would never tell you that those

that mourn are blessed. Certainly, if there be any
blest in this world, they must be those that live brave,

jolly lives ; there is a happy man that Uves a brave,

merry life. No, saith Christ ; it is quite contrary.

Blessed are they that mourn. Quite cross the

judgment of Christ goes to the judgment of the

world.

Then, thirdly, If you would ask, who are the

happy men ; why, those that will take no wrong,

and those that are able to right themselves ; and if

any man wrong them, they shall know it; the world

would think them to be happy men. No, saith

Christ ;
' Blessed are the meek'—those that are willing

to put up wrongs, and carry themselves meekly to-

wards those that do abuse them. The world thinks

he is a fool that puts up wrongs, but in the judgment
of Christ he is a blessed man.
And then, fourthly. If you would ask the world,

who are the blessed ; surely they would say, Those
that are full of all kind of delicacies— that can fill

themselves. No, saith Christ ;
' Blessed are those that

hunger, and those that thirst ;' hungry and thirsty souls

are the blessed souls.

And then, fifthly, If you would ask the world, who
are the blessed men ; why, they are those that keep

their estates to themselves. They think it is wisdom
for a man to keep what he hath, and not let it go.

No, saith Christ; 'Blessed are the merciful.' If a man
hath an estate and great means, and lets it go for

good uses, blessed is he.

Again, sixthly, Ask the world, who are blessed

;

they would never have pitched upon the pure in

heart. Blessed are they that follow their lusts, and
satisfy them to the full. No, saith Christ ;

' Blessed

are the Puritans—those that are pure in heart.'

And then, ' Blessed are the peace-makers.' The
men of the world think it a happiness for those that

stand out and defend their right. No ;
' Blessed are

the peace-makers '—that will rather part with that

which is their right than that there should not be

peace.
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But, above all, tlie world would never have thought

that those were blessed that are persecuted. No;
saith Christ ; now I appeal to your consciences whe-
ther ever you would have thought that blessedness

had consisted in these things, had not we had it from
Christ. Thus have we seen that there is a great

deal of difference between the judgment of Christ

and the judgment of the world about true happi-

ness.

It is of great concernment for the ministers and
the young disciples of Christ to have their hearts

taken off from all earthly blessedness, and to con-

sider wherein true heavenly blessedness doth consist
;

for this is the sermon, as I told you, that Christ

preaches to ministers when he sends them to preach
to others, and likewise to other disciples that were
newly converted, for Christ had been in his public

ministry for two years before this sermon, and many
were turned to the profession of Christ. But now,
though they were turned to be the disciples of Christ,

yet nothing but troubles and afflictions did befall them
in this world. Upon that, Christ saw that it was
like they might be offended through their weakness

;

therefore Christ takes care fully to inform and in-

struct them, that, though they did continue in a poor
and mean and low condition for the world, and per-

secuted and reviled, yet there was a blessedness that

was beyond all these
;

yea, in the suffering of all

these they might be most happy. Why, this is that

that Christ would have ministers and young disciples

to know, because that their hearts may be taken off

from outward things. They are like to meet with
afflictions and troubles, and therefore Christ would
have them to be spiritual ; and if they be not so, they
are not like to do much good to those they preach
to. If their hearts be entangled with the world and
with sensual things and the pleasures of the flesh,

they are never like to do good ; but they that see a

happiness higher than these things, they are like to

do the greatest good in their way. And then for

you that are young ones, if yOu are not fully informed
in this when you first give up your names to Christ,

that whatsoever afflictions and miseries you endure
in the world, yet there is a happiness wherein you
may be blessed, you will never hold on in the profes-

sion of Christian religion, but you will be offended,

and in a small time cast it all off.

Christ doth not say, you ought to be poor in

spirit ; it is your duty to hunger and thirst, and to be
meek. No, he doth not come that way, but ' Blessed
are the poor in spirit, and Blessed are they that
hunger and thirst;' he goes by way of commenda-
tions of what should be in them, rather than by way
of exhortation, or threatening the contrary. From
whence we may learn this note : that it is a very
useful and profitable way for the ministers of the

gospel to seek to gain people to the love of what is

their duty, by shewing them what is the excellency

and glory of it, and what good and happiness they
shall come to enjoy by it ; that is the way, not alto-

gether to be merely in laying the burden of a duty,

in exhorting or threatening for want of the duty,

though these things are seasonable in then- times,

but a main thing that ministers of the gospel should
aim at, should be to convince people that in what is

required of them there is a blessedness ; for if we
should get people to set upon duty merely upon
necessity, because they must be done, this would do
but little good, and they would be ready to fall off

from what they do. But now if we can gain people

not only to do what God requires, but to be in love

with what God requires, that they may see there is

an excellency in it, that they may see they are

blessed by it, we then gain their hearts to the duty
and to Christ for ever.

And yet there is one note more from this scope of

Christ in his blessedness : that Christ doth not here

begin his sermon thus. Blessed are those that do be-

lieve in me, and that are godly and righteous. Why
doth not Christ speak of blessedness that way in

general of righteous men, of believers, of saints

;

but those that are poor, those that hunger and thirst,

those that mourn, they are the blessed ones ? Why,
this is because Christ would suit himself to his present

auditory, to those that he was now preaching to
;

this was a doctrine that was more suitable to Ms
disciples, because they were like to be most offended

witli poverty and with their afflicted conditions, in

which they were like to be put into, and therefore

Christ he labours to help them in that thing wherein
their chief temptation was like to he, and pitches

rather upon this, ' Blessed are the poor, and those

that mourn,' than blessed are those that believe, and
that are righteous. It is a great part of the skill of

a minister of the gospel not only to preach things

that are truths, but to labour to suit himself what
possibly he can to those that he speaks unto—that he
may speak a word in due season to their hearts,

fitted for their condition ; and therefore not so much
to labour to preach what he might, perhaps, wherein

he might shew more depth and excellency of his own
parts, but wliat it is that may be most suitable for

the condition of the people that he is speaking to.

These are the notes briefly from the general, that

Christ begins here with this kind of blessedness,

'Blessed are the poor.' It is good to take Christ's

judgment rather than our own about blessedness.

Rather follow what the blessed God saith blessedness

consists in, than what a wretched, miserable man
saith.

' The poor, they are the blessed."

That is, if you would know what is meant by
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blessedness here, it is this : they are such as are par-

takers of the chief good that it was made for, and

shall certainly be tilled with all good that their

natures are capable of, for in this blessedness con-

sists.

Now the poor in spirit, whatever they may want

for the present in the creature, yet they are now
made partakers of that wherein the highest good of

man doth consist, and shall certainly be filled with

all good whatsoever, that their souls and bodies are

capable of, these are blessed.

The poor ;
' Blessed are the poor.' The Greeks

had two words to signify a poor man ; first, 'tttu-^/Ic,

such a poor man as is destitute of necessaries such

as he cannot live without; the other tsv));, which
signfies a man that indeed hath nothing but bare

necessaries, that can maintain life and soul, as we
say, and keep them together.

The word that we have here in the text, it is not

a poor man that hath but just enough to maintain

him, but it is the poor that are destitute of that that

is necessary. They want that without which they

are Hke to perish, they apprehend such a want to

themselves ; that is the property of the word, ' Blessed

are the poor.'

The poor, but not all poor. ' Blessed are the poor

in spirit.' There are some poor that are cursed, that

are miserable poor, that are every way poor ; that

bring poverty upon themselves by their idleness, by
their wickedness, by their prodigality, by misspending

what they have when they are young and have time

to lay up something against charge come upon them,

spend it all presently, and so they and their families

are like to perish through poverty. Christ doth not

pronounce them blessed that bring poverty upon
themselves by abuse of the creatures, or by idleness,

or by committing such wickedness as they should by

the stroke of justice be deprived of the comforts of

this world, and so be made poor ; nor those that are

through bare necessity poor, outwardly poor, or

through any secret curse of God upon their estates,

as sometimes it is, he doth not pronounce such to be

blessed, as these are. Oh no, there are many poor

people that are outwardly poor, yet are far enough
from being poor in spirit ; they are outwardly poor,

and yet proud, stubborn, profane, and ungodly,

scorning at godliness and religion; certainly these are

cursed poor. Therefore in Luke vi., about the 20th

verse, saith Christ, ' Blessed are the poor ; ' when he

looked upon his disciples, ' Blessed are the poor.' A
man may be poor in this world, and yet be a very

cursed man, be miserable in reference to God, as he

is in reference to men, yea, more miserable a thousand
times in reference to God than he is unto men. Oh
vi'hat a multitude of the poorest of people do we find

living without God in the world—swearing poor, un-

clean poor, most profane and ungodly as any kind of

people that lives upon the earth. Oh, these are dreadful

objects to took upon, like to be miserable here, and
to be miserable to all eternity hereafter ; such poor as

these, you must not think that because you are

miserable here, therefore you have your hell here,

and shall not be miserable hereafter ; oh no. If you
can read, you may read in the Epistle of Jude, where
the apostle speaks of some that were consumed with

fire from lieaven, and yet were sent down to eternal

fire afterwards ; so there are some that the Lord hath

forsaken in this world, and are like to be forsaken to

all eternity in the world to come.

But, you will say, this is little comfort to the poor.

Little comfort ! are there any here that would
have comfort ? Is it the word that you do expect

comfort from ? If there be any poor that doth but

desire to have comfort from the word, I would be

loath to let this pass without adding something

;

therefore, that you may not be discouraged in your
poverty,

You may have this comfort from the word, ' Blessed

are the poor
;

' for, first. You poor ones have as precious

souls as the greatest monarchs of the earth. Your
souls are as much worth, and capable of as much
glory, as the great emperors', kings', and queens' of

the world ; and that is somewhat.

Secondly, You poor may have as free access to

God, and heaven is as open to you as to any of the

greatest potentates of the world. There is as great a

possibility, if you have hearts to look after it, for

you to have a crown of glory in the highest heavens,

as for the greatest monarch that lives upon the earth

;

and that is somewhat to you.

Thirdly, Let me say, that not only you are as near,

but in some respects nearer, to eternal blessedness

— if you be not wicked and ungodly, and have but

hearts to look after blessedness, you may more likely

attain to blessedness—than the great ones of the

world ; for your temptations are not so great as theirs.

Indeed, the temptations of poverty are great, but the

evils that other temptations would draw the heart

to, are things more pleasing to nature than the

temptations of poverty. Poverty tempts to despair

and to shifting courses, but there is a more hardness

in these temptations to a man's nature than the sins

that riches tempts to, which is to satisfy our lusts,

and be proud and haughty and scornful, and there

is more danger in that.

Fourthly, You that are poor, you have not so

great an account to give as the rich men of the world

have.

Fifthly, The Lord hath revealed in the Scriptures

that he hath chosen the poor of the world ; though he

hath chosen some rich, yet of both the Lord hath

pitched his thoughts to all eternity upon the poor of
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the world to choose them. In James ii. 6, 'Hearken,

my brethren,'—it is a matter to be hearkened after,

—

' the Lord hath chosen the poor of the world to be rich

in faith.' Oh hearken to this, you poor ones, that

you may be encouraged to hearken after true blessed-

ness !

Sixthly, As God hath put his choice upon the

poor of the world, so he hath appointed his gospel

especially to be preached to them. In Luke xiv. 21,

Christ sends forth his servants to call in the poor,

the maimed, the halt, and the blind ; Christ invites

them : and in Mat. xi. 5, ' To the poor is the gospel

preached.' Now if the gospel be appointed to be

preached to the poor, then surely it is appointed to

be preached to this congregation ; and oh that God
would but give those that are such miserable poor

people in regard of outwards, but hearts to come to

hear the preaching of the gospel, and not to make
any excuses for want of clothes, or this or the other

thing, but to come to hear the preaching of the gos-

pel ! For you are invited, you alms-people, and poor

people that have not bread to satisfy your hunger

withal, you are invited to come to partake of the

bread of life : you that are not invited to rich men's

tables, yet God hath invited you to his table, to the

supper of the Lamb, he hath invited even you poor

to come.

Seventhly, We find in Scripture, for an inward call,

there are very few but poor people have it, 1 Cor. i.

26, 'You see your calling, brethren,how that not many
wise men after the flesh, nut many mighty, not many
noble are called : but God hath chosen the foolish

things of the world to confound the wise, and God
hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound

the things which are mighty, and base things of the

v\'orld, and things which are despised, hath God
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to

nought things that are.' And the poor, they have

the gospel preached to them.

Eighthly, If so be that you do come in upon the

call of the gospel, the Lord will not disregard you

ever a whit the less because you are poor, but the

Lord will have as high thoughts of you, and tender

you as much as his soul shall cleave to you, and

you shall enjoy communion with him, and as ranch

as the greatest emperors shall do, though they be

godly. You will say, As much as great emperors

and kings that are wicked; that is true: pray, although

they be godly ? Sujipose there be a godly king, and

a poor godly alms-body : this poor alms-body may
have as much communion with God, and God may
accept as much of the services of this poor creature

as of a prince, though he be godly ; for God doth not

so much regard the greatness of the work that is

done, as the faithfulness and the uprightness of our

hearts in doing of our work. Oh that God now

would sanctify your poverty to you, so as to bethink
yourselves after this manner—Why, I am in this

world, a poor miserable creature, and there is little

hopes that ever I should come to any great matters
in this world ; oh let me look after spiritual riches

then ! I am like ever to be miserable here, as to

outwards ; oh but why may not my soul, yea, and
body too, be blessed at the last ? why may not I be
blessed with God and his Christ for ever ? If I could

be able to preach to this congregation, and to all the

poor in this congregation ; if it might be but pro-

claimed, that such a day there should be a sermon to

shew how all the poor in this parish should come to

be made rich men and women, and so as to live

richly all their days, I make no question there

would be an auditory full enough then of poor
people. But we can say, as in the name of God, and
we can pawn our souls upon it, that if you would come
and hear, or get those that you know to come and
hear, we can shew you ways how it is possible for

you to be blessed to all eternity, for you to have
greater riches than if God should make you
kings and queens—so that it might be said, not

only for the general, ' Blessed are the poor,' but blessed

is this poor man that dwells in this street, or in such

a poor smoky hole. The very angels of God may
look upon you as a blessed creature, if you have
but a heart to attend upon the gospel, that reveals

the way of blessedness to you. ' Blessed are the

poor.'

Ay, but blessed are the poor in spirit. What ! every

poor ; no, nor every poverty of spirit is not blessed

neither. There is a poverty of spirit that is an evil,

and an accursed poverty of sj^irit. A man may be a

man of a poor sjDirit, and of a cursed spirit, because,

indeed, he is a poor spirit. By that, therefore, I

mean this, such a man as is of a low, base, sordid

spirit, that hath his spirit sunk down to low, earthly,

sensual things as his highest and chiefest good ; he

minds no higher good than to eat and drink, and
satisfy his flesh. Here is a man of a poor spirit ; he

is of a low spirit indeed. But this poor, low spirit is

sordid, is base and accursed. You see many times

poor people ; they mind those mean things that they

are exercised in, as their adequate object. You shall

see sometimes a poor woman be scraping in a dust-,

heap or dunghill for an hour together. Now she is

not miserable because of that ; but when that is her

adequate object, that if she can but get sixpence or a

shilling a day she thinks herself blessed, and minds
no higher things than this, you will say, this is a

poor spirit indeed. Why, truly, such kind of poor

spirits have the men of this world, yea, the princes

and great ones of the world. For many of them
they mind only the satisfying of their flesh, to eat

and drink and be unclean, as that that is the most
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suitable thing to tlieir spirits. Why, these are men
of poor, low, base spirits. The Lord would have his

saints to be of low spirits in a godly sense—that is, to

be humble. But the Lord would have his servants

again, in another sense, to be of high and lofty spirits

—

that is, that nothing in the world should satisfy their

spirits for their portion but God himself. Here is a

man of a high spirit indeed, that though indeed he

knows he is unworthy of the least crumb of bread,

yet, saith such an one, though I be unworthy, yet if

God should give me all the world, it would not

satisfy me for my portion. I must have him-

self ; I must have heaven, and eternity, and glory.

This is a man of a true raised spirit ; and all men
in the world are of poor, base, low spirits in com-
parison of this man, whose spirit godliness hath

thus elevated in this gracious way. Therefore it

is not every one that is poor in spirit which is thus

blessed.

Well, but who then ? what povery of spirit is that

that makes a man blessed ?

For that you must know, first, thus. Blessed are

those that are poor in s]3irit notes thus much, when
a man or woman—so I find some carry it—is willing

in their spirits to be in a low and poor condition, if

God shall so please ; so as to be willing, though he

hath never so much of the world, yet if God shall

please to call for all his estate, he is willing in his

spirit to give it up to God and to live poorly. Now
God doth give a man a comfortable estate ; he hath

comings in, he hath all things well about him in his

family. Ay, but now saith this soul, It is true,

I have received these good mercies from God ; but

yet God knows this is in my spirit, that God that

searches the hearts of all, and converses with men's

spirits, knows that this is in my spirit, that if the

Lord will call for all these to give witness to his truth,

I am here ready to part with all these outward accom-

modations, and to live upon bread and water all my
days ; to live in as poor a condition as ever poor

creature lived in in this world ; to lay aside all my
pomp and riches and glory that I have in this

world, and willing to be in the lowest condition that

any poor alms-body is, so be it that the Lord

may have any glory by me, and I may further wit-

ness to himself. Here is one that is truly poor in

spirit ; it may be he is not poor in his estate. I

confess the papists make a great deal of do about this

poor in spirit—that is, say they, one that is willing

to vow poverty ; but God doth not call for this, but

whenever he calls for your estates, or any comforts

you have, that you should be willing to lay them
down at his feet. . So much God requires of every

man. And now examine as I go along, you that

have estates, and do enjoy them, do you find such a

disposition in your hearts—indeed if it were put to it.

that rather than you would deny the least truth of

God, all your estate should go ? Eather than you
would commit the least sin any way against your con-

sciences, your estates should all go ; and you will

prize rather the witnessing to anj' truth, than to live

in all the jollity in this world '? Could you bring

your hearts to this ? Why, this is to be poor in spirit,

in the midst of all your abundance. It is not grace

to cast away our estates and riches willingly ; but
grace consists in the well-managing of our estates

while we have them, and in the wilhngness to part

with them when God calls for them.

But secondly. Blessed are the poor in spirit—that

is, a spirit willing to lie down under God in a low
condition, when I am put into such a one. First,

Such as are willing to be poor if God will ; and
secondly. Such as are already poor for their outward

estate : and suitable to that poverty of their outward

estate, they find a poverty in spirit—that is, their

spirits do lie down under God's hand, and are will-

ing to glorify God in this way that God hath set

them. They do not envy at others that are in a

higher condition, they do not murmur and repine

against God. Why doth God dispense his gifts so

diversely, that such and such men shall have so much,
and other men shall have so little ? No, God hath

by his providence brought me to this condition ; and,

Lord, here I am, and submit to thy hand. I am con-

tent to glorify thee in this mean condition that thou

hast set me ; I am content to apply myself to those

duties that thou requirest of me in such a poor and
low estate. Many poor people think. Oh if I were rich

as others are, then indeed I could glorif}' God ; but

in the way that they are in, they vex and fret, and
seek after shifting ways to provide for themselves,

and cannot bring their souls to glorify God in such

a low way wherein they are. But now if you can

find your hearts submissive to God in that low way
wherein you are, blessed are the poor in spirit. And
this disposition of your spirits to be wilUng thus to

glorify God, it is a greater excellency than if God
made you the chief of a parish or the chief of a

kingdom.
Thirdly, ' Blessed are they that are poor in sphit '

—

not those that seem to be poor in their words, in

their expressions, in their carriages. You shall have

many that will be complaining of themselves, and
say that they are thus weak, and poor, and vile, and
have nothing in them ; and yet God knows their

hearts are haughty enough, and proud enough, that

if other men should but think of them, and say of

them as they speak of themselves, they would not

bear it. Therefore though they be poor in words,

yet not in spirit. There be some that will carry

themselves in a very poor way, and live very meanly in

the world. Ay, but in spirit they are not so ; they go
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very poorly, and seem to be very luimble, as if there

were no other pride but in clothes and gay things.

But the main pride is the pride of men's spirits.

Therefore blessed are those that are poor in spirit

—

that is, those that have their wills and affections and
understandings bowed down to God ; blessed are

those that are so sincerely poor.

In the fourth place, and more especially and prin-

cipally, ' Blessed are those that are poor in spirit '

—

that is, such as are truly apprehensive and sensible

of their spiritual poverty. Now this is a great point,

I am now indeed come unto the point itself, that

Christ promises blessedness too.

Now for this, there are these three things that I

shall do about it :

—

First, To shew you what is that spiritual poverty,

that these that are poor in spirit do see and are sensi-

ble of.

Secondly, What the behaviour of the heart is that

is thus poor in spirit ; how it doth behave itself, or

what are the several workings of such a heart that is

thus poor in spirit.

Thirdly, Why it is that such a heart is so blessed

in the esteem of Jesus Christ.

But now wherein the blessedness consists, that

especially will appear in the promise, ' For theirs is

the kingdom of heaven.'

I will but briefly open a little the first unto you,

What the spiritual poverty is that such a soul doth

see and is sensible of.

In respect of its spiritual estate, such a soul appre-

hends itself as a very poor creature.

First, It sees that it is deprived, as it is in itself, of

all true spiritual good that should do it good in refer-

ence to God, and in reference to its own happiness

;

this it is that it sees clearly. As a poor man sees

himself poor ; what is that?—that is, I want all those

outward comforts that others have, I am destitute of

such and such comfortable things, the necessary

things that others have ; so one that is poor in spirit

sees his condition to be thus, Lord, though indeed

at first when thou didst make man, thou didst make
him rich, thou puttest him into paradise, and madest

him according to thine own image, by which he was
the king and the great heir of all the world ; but.

Lord, now I am deprived of all good whatsoever, of

all spiritual good, deprived of thine image—I have

nothing of thine image now in me that is spiritual,

not any part of spiritual life whereby I should come
to have union with thee, or communion with thee,

that in any way may work in order to eternal life

—

I am wholly destitute of every good thing that may
make me any way acceptable to God. Now here is

a poor man : when I can see it, and be convinced of

this, that whatever good thing that should make me
acceptable to God, that am I wholly deprived of, I

have not one whit of it. I have, it may be, an estate

in the world, and outward comforts in my family
;

ay, but what have I in reference to God ? How are

things with me in reference to the infinite glorious

first being of all things ? Why, as I am in myself

naturally, I am deprived of all ; never was there a

man so poor, that had not a rag to cover him, as I am
poor in regard of my spiritual condition. Oh, for a
man that hath the riches of the world, yet to see

himself a miserable, poor, undone man ! This is not

ordinary, and therefore, indeed, you shall find that

Christ in Luke vi. doth oppose that poor here to the

rich of the world ; that is, because there are so few

of the rich of the world that can be brought to be
convinced of this, their spiritual poverty.

A poor man, you know, is put upon many straits

that others are not put upon, and many miseries a
poor man doth endure that others do not ; and so a

second thing in this spiritual poverty is, for the soul

to apprehend and be sensible of those spu'itual evils

that are upon it. As I do not only want the image

of God and spiritual life, but I have that that is con-

trary, oh the misery that is upon me in my mind,

the darkness of that ! the crossness of my will and
heart to God, those many corruptions that are in my
soul ! Oh the vermin that creeps about me continu-

ally ! There is no misery that poor people do endure,

but those that are spiritually poor do see that misery

upon themselves, as they are in themselves.

And then a third thmg that makes one poor is

this : suppose I have many miseries upon me, yet if

I am able to work for myself, I cannot be extremely

poor ; but when the man hath many miseries upon
him, and is not able to work for his livelihood, then
is he poor indeed. So it is, though we have lost the

image of God, yet if we were able to do anything to

help ourselves we were not so poor ; but now, when
a man sees himself thus miserable, and can do no-

thing for himself to get any good for the enriching of

his soul, he is poor. A man or woman that hath
lost all, and then falls lame, so that they cannot work
nor do anything for their maintenance, this now is a

poor man or woman, when their labour is lost as well

as their estate ; so now when we have lost all and are

lame, and can do nothing that may help us in any
spiritual good, then must we needs be poor indeed.

Fourth!}', But if I be not able to labour, yet if I

have friends that may help me, I am not miserably

poor ; thus it is in regard of our spiritual estate.

What friend hast thou to relieve or help thee ? is it

God or Christ that should help thee ? Why, God he
is a stranger, Christ thou hast no interest in ; as thou

art in thyself, thou must not look upon God as he is

in himself—thou art an enemy to God ; for so the

Scripture saith, ' We are enemies to God, and strangers

to the covenant of grace
;

' and thou art a poor crea-
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ture indeed that hast no whither to go for thy help.

All the angels in heaven cannot help thee, all the

men in the world cannot help thee in this thy poor
condition in which thou art.

Fifthly, But suppose a man hath no friend to

help him, and he is not able to work, yet if he hath

any excellency at all in him, there is some hope that

some will regard him for the worth that is in him
;

perhaps he is a man of excellent parts, though
through weakness he is able to do little now. This is

our spiritual poverty ; we are thus miserable, we
have no friends, we can do nothing, and then we
have no worth at all in us whereby God should have
any respect to us—whereby his angels should have
respect to us, if they could do us good ; we are na-

turally worthless creatures, we still aggravate our
poverty.

Sixthly, If a man were so poor as that he should

not be able to do something now, yet if it can be
conceived that hereafter he might do something,

there were hope ; but I am so in debt, that as soon as

I can get anything my creditors may come upon me
and take away all. This is our spiritual poverty;

suppose God should put abilities in us to enable us

to do something that is good, why, all that we are

able to do cannot satisfy for what is past. If we were
able to obey now the law of God perfectly, Avhat be-

comes of all the old arrears ? Tlie justice of God will

have satisfaction ; God is resolved that no soul shall

ever be accepted but his infinite justice shall be satis-

fied. Now the soul sees itself poor indeed, as it is in

itself, when it sees that the debt must be paid to

every farthing. If a man now hatli broke, and lost his

estate, yet he thinks he may agree with his creditors

and get up again, and so is not so miserably poor

;

but if he knows this, that certainly the debt must be
paid now, and tliere will be no compounding with
his creditors, he will conclude his hfe is like to be
poor indeed. This doth those that are spiritually poor
see in themselves

; they are in debt, and all that they
can do can never be able to satisfy for what is past.

Seventhly, Suppose a man or woman should receive
something to help them for the present, yet they
must hve upon continual alms ; this is poverty. So a
soul that is spiritually poor, it sees it must live in a
continual dependence—that though God doth give me
some power to act, yet there must be a new influence
of his grace to help me to make use of what I have.
That is a poor creature indeed that hath nothing of

itself, and if anything be given him; knows not how
to make use of it without help of another ; so doth
the soul see itself in such a condition, that whatso-
ever God should bestow upon me, I know not how
to make use of it, without new supply of grace, and
that continued to me every moment. Now if we put
these seven particulars together, we shall see that
here is a poor man indeed : first, I am destitute of

all spiritual good; I have woeful spiritual miseries
upon me, and I am not able to work at all ; I have
no friend, and I have no worth to commend me to

another ; and I am in debt, and if anything be given
me, I must have new supplies for using it and for

continuing of it. Oh, what a poor creature am I

then ! Now for a man to see this, and to be made
sensible of it, here is a man or woman that is poor in

spirit ; but now this is not all.

But in the next place, there must be that be-
haviour in a man that is suitable to this to make
him poor in spirit ; but of that we shall speak fur-

ther afterwards.
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SERMON III.

A DESCRIPTION OF A POOR-SPIRITED MAN.

Blessed are the poor in spirit,' dx.—Mat. v. 3.

Divers things have been spoken by way of pre-

face to this excellent sermon of Christ : you have'

heard the scope of it. First, to shew unto the

world wherein true blessedness doth consist. That
that men arc so much deceived in, that there is so

great a mistake about. And there is nothing more
contrary unto blessedness in the world's esteem, than
what Christ pronounces to be blessed. Blessedness

is the enjoyment of the last end, and so of the chief

good that the rational creature is capable of ; for it

is proper to the rational creature. ' Blessed are the

poor in spirit.'

There are men of poor base spirits that are far

from blessedness ; as.

First, Such men as have their designs, ends, and
aims only in money, and base and unworthy things

;

that mind no higher things but to eat and drink,

and to have pleasure to the flesh. But as for God,
and Christ, and heaven, and eternity, the gospel and
the word, they are notions to them ; but give them
money, and meat, and drink, and in that they ac-

count themselves happy. Why, here is a poor, sordid,

base-spirited man ; when such things are adequate to

a man's spirit, then he hath a base and poor spirit.

The spirits of the saints are all raised spirits high

;

though they look upon themselves as unworthy of

any crumb of bread, yet they account heaven and
earth not sufficient to be their portion.

But secondly,— to add two or three particulars, to

shew you a base, poor-spirited man,—A man that

when he sets about any e.xcellent work, he is pre-

sently discouraged with every little difficulty ; here

is a poor-spirited man.
The first was so base as they mind no excellent

work at all ; they have no excellent thing in their

aims, in their thoughts. But suppose by seeing of

others they do begin to set upon some work that

hath an excellency in it, but as soon as ever they

meet with any difficulty in it, they are dead in the

nest presently—they are quite discouraged, and fall

down and leave all ; he is a poor, base-spirited man
that, that is hindered either from a work by foreseeing

of difficulty, or when he meets with a difficulty he is

discouraged, when he meets with any opposition, yea,

if it be but a mere fancy that he meets with, he is

discouraged. Some that have begun to set upon re-

ligion, a mock, a scorn, every little opposition presently

discourages them, and they turn off. And others in

any public business that concerns church or com-
monwealth, though being put upon by others, they
set upon it a little, but if they be opposed, or find it

difficult and hard, their hearts are down ; oh, these

are poor-spirited men !

And then, further. Men that are selfish, that are

narrow-spirited men, that are only for themselves,

and let the publis go which way it will, they
regard not that ; but if they can provide for them-
selves, there is all they look at. Oh, these are poor,

base-spirited men likewise, and come not to the

height and excellency of spirit that many heathens

have come.

And then, lastly, Such as are led aside like fools by
every temptation, every little temptation can lead

them aside like fools to their own slaughter. For
a man though he is convinced in his conscience that

such and such things he should not do, yet he is not
able to resist the temptation ; let but his com-
panions come and call him to an alehouse or tavern,

he cannot resist it. For a man not to be able to

stand against a temptation, but to be led by every

poor temptation like a fool to his own destruction,

here is a base, poor-spirited man—a man that hath
no excellency, no natural excellency of spirit in him.

And yet how ordinary is this in those that look full

highly; they are men of poor and mean spirits.

This poverty of spirit that is in many, it is a curse of

God that is upon them ; and it is a heavy curse when
such men are in public place—they are causes of

hindering a great deal of good, and doing a great

deal of mischief. It is a miserable curse, either upon
kingdoms or countries, when the Lord by his provi-

dence shall so order things that men that have no
excellency of spirit in them, but are poor, base-

spirited men, should sit at the stern and have no



Mat. V. 3.] BURROUGHS ON THE BEATITUDES. 17

power to manage things. Oli this, wherever it is, is

a grievous affliction ! and therefore we have cause to

pray, that those that are in place of power that they

should have spirits suitable to the places wherein they

are, not men of sordid and low spirits. Well, these

are not the poor spirits that are here blessed.

Who then ? I the last day shewed you three or

four several poor-spirited men that are blessed ; but

to let that pass, and to proceed to that that further

remains—and that, indeed, is of great concernment,

and is more close to the words. The poverty of the

saints, even godly men, though they have grace in

them, yet still they are spirituaUy poor. Now this

poor in spirit is one that doth apprehend and is sen-

sible of his spiritual poverty, together with several

other things that were mentioned before. But now,

I say, suppose God hath given grace, yet still there

is a great deal of poverty.

As, in the first place. That grace thou hast, it hath
need of continual supply. There is no Christian can

live upon the grace he hath without new supply. It

is not with a Cliristian now as it was with Adam— to

live upon the stock that was given him, and so able

to act by it now. God will not trust thee with the

stock of grace ; it is not in thy hand, but in the hand
of Christ : and this is the condition of the strongest

godly man in the world ; he must go daily and con-

tinually to Christ to fetch new supply, or he cannot
subsist. The poor condition that we are now in, in

respect of what Adam was in, may be set out in this

similitude : a man that is set up to trade with a stock,

and so is able to go on in his trade, and hath skill

in it, his father lets him go on till such time as he
proves an ill husband, and breaks and loses all, anel

runs into debt. Yet his father afterwards takes pity

on him, will set him up again, but so as he will not
trust him with the stock any more; he will give the

stock into some trusty friend's hand, and his son
shall go every day to give an account to his friend,

and to fetch money from him, and to return to him
every day, because his father will not trust him any
more. This is just our condition. In Adam we did

receive a stock of grace, and God enabled us to go on
and trade with it for himself ; but all mankind fell in

him ; we turned bankrupts—we lost that stock.

Xow the Lord is pleased to set up again those that

lie hath chosen for himself, to trade again in a way
of godUness, but so as God will not trust his stock in

their hands. The stock, therefore, of God's grace, it

is now in Christ, in our head, and we must have
supply daily from him. And this is the poor condi-

tion that we are in—this spiritual poverty even of

the saints.

Secondly, The poverty of the saints consists in

this : the gi-aces that they have are but small. Godly
men and women, though they have grace bestowed

upon them, yet for the most part it is so small as
they can scarce know whether they have grace or not
—I say, for the most part it is so. Now that is a
poor condition ; thou art a very poor creature, for

though thou hast grace, yet it is so little as you can-
not tell whether you have any or no. Though God
hath given thee grace, yet how often art thou at
a stand in thy thoughts about thy grace, ^vhethe^
there be any or no in thy heart. Thy grace is like a
little spark wrapped up in a heap of embers, so that
the maid is raking a good while before she can see it.

Oh, how long art thou a-raking many times in thy
heart, in the examination of thy heart, before thou
canst see one spark of grace, so as thou canst say,

This is a spark of true grace I Surely thou art but
poor, then.

Thirdly, Even those that are godly they are very
poor, for they are always needy. We use to say of a
man or woman that is always in want, and always
complaining, surely they are poor people. Why now,
all godly people they are always needy people, al-

ways in want, always complaining; though indeed
they have cause to be thankful too, yet they have
cause of complaint in themselves, and therefore poor.

Fourthly, Their services are very poor services that
they do perform. All their duties and services that

they do, when they do but look over them, what
poor things do they see they are ! how unworthy to

be tendered up unto such an infinite great and
glorious God as the Lord is ! They are ashamed of

the best of their services, they are so poor, when they

consider how unbeseeming they are for such a God
as they are to tender them up unto : they are poor
in their duties, in their services.

Fifthly, Take them at the best, and they are very

poor and weak ; but ordinarily, yea, alwa3's, there is

such mixture in what they do, as it doth deserve to

be rejected. Considering how mingled both graces and
duties are with corruption and evil, their services are

a poor thing indeed—so poor, as were it not for the

convenant of grace, the righteousness of Christ and
his merits, it were impossible but that the Lord
should cast all that comes, from the best man in the

world, as filth and dung back again in his face.

Sixthly, Again, poor are the very saints, the

godly, for little temptations doth overcome them,

at least unsettle them and put them out of frame.

Though they have not such poor spirits as we spake

of before, to be led like fools by every evil tempta-

tion to that which would ruin them, yet thus far

they are poor in spirit, that little temptations do
unsettle them and put them out of frame. Oh how
often hath it been so ! You cannot but be conscious of

this, that when God through his grace hath put you
into frame, yet a little temptation hath put you out

of temper again. It may be thou hast been with God,
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and hast had some comfortable communion with

him, and thou comest out of thy closet, or chamber,

and seest but something amiss iu the family, and it

puts thee quite out of frame again. Oh, what! is

this the soul that was with God, and enjoyed such

communion with God, but it may be an hour ago,

and yet at every little thing in the family is presently

out of frame ? What a poor spirit is this ! Even

the saints are very poor, fur they are quickly put out

of frame, and unsettled by small temptations.

Seventhly, Poor they are, further, for they have

but little ability to help others. There are very few

godly people have ability to do any more but even

to keep life and soul together, as we use to say. It is

even as much as ever they can do to live and to hold

their own, to maintain their peace with God ; but to

be able to be useful to others among whom they live,

that very few are. What a deal of do have many
godly people to live themselves, to maintain what

once they have had ; they are ever and anon afraid

that they shall one day even perish. As poor people

that have evett but from hand to mouth they thinlc.

Why, though I can get bread now, yet I know not

where I shall have it to-morrow, or next week:

.surely we shall come to beggary one day. Godly

jieopie live at such a poor rate for the most part, as

they are little useful unto others, and have much ado

to provide for themselves. Now here you see the

poverty of spirit : first, what our spiritual poverty is

naturally—that hath been opened the last time ; and

now even what the spiritual poverty of the saints is.

But you will say. This dath not make them
blessed that they are thus poor ; this is jsart of their

misery.

That is true; it is jiart of their misery that they

are poor : but yet blessed are tlwy that are throughly

apprehensive and sensible of this spiritual poverty of

theirs—that come to know this their poverty, and
come to be throughly affected with this their poverty,

they are blessed. There be few iu the world who
come to understaiid what their poverty is. Wh«'e is

the man or -woman that laiows the poverty that we
are in by nature ? And then for poverty in respect

of weakness of grace, or otherwise, this is taken little

notice of : but now blessed are they that do appre-

hend this, and are sensible of it. Therefore, that

you may understand who the blessed one is that

Christ speaks of, we must wow turn our thoughts to

consider of the behaviour of the soul, or the worlvimgs

of the heart iu the sight and in the sense of this

spiritual jioverty, which makes him to be thus

blessed. Now for that there are many particulars,

which I shall go over brielly.

As, in the firet place, A man that is poor in spirit

truly, so as to be blessed, is such a one as looks upon
himself as vile and mean : whatsoever outward excel-

lency he hath, yet I am a vile and mean, wretched
creature in myself, in respect of this poverty of mine.

God hath given me indeed an estate above my brethren,

to live comfortably in the world ; oh, but wliat am I in

respect of my spiritual stat« ! I that am richer, and
have more comings in than others, how many poor

servants of God that live in a m^ean condition out-

wardly, yet do honour God more in one day than I

do in a month, it may be in a year ! God hath more
service from them in a month perhaps, than he hath
from me in a year, or seven years ! He looks upon
himself as mean and vile, notwithstanding any out-

ward excellency ; whatsoever parts of nature that he
hath, why, yet he looks upon himself as mean iu com-
parison of others. Oh, this is an excellent thing indeed

for a man that hath excellent parts, and yet sees

another to have more grace 3 Perhaps there is some
poor man or woman that hath more humility, and

.

more faith, and more sweetness, and more savouriness

in their conversation, and more lioliness, and more
heavenly-mindedness, now he looks ujjou himself as

mean in comparison of that other; though j>erhaps ho

is learned, and of esteem in the world, yet because he
sees others to excel in grace, he looks upon himself

meaner and lower than they. Why, here is a man
poor in spirit that is pronounced blessed. Some men
are proud of their vices, but the poor in spirit is

humble at the sight of his graces. Carnal hej^rts are

puffed up with that that should make them ashamed

;

but a gracious heart sees enough in his graces to

make him humble—in his love, knowledge, faith. In

that that is his best parts, he sees enough to make
him humble-, and blessed are such poor.

Secondly, Heiwe he thinks it not much if he

receive not such res[x»t and hoiiour as others do.

Why, though God by his providence order things so

that others have respect and honour, and many
encouragements in the world, I have no cause to envy,

nor to be troubled ; I have rather cause to wonder at

what I have; it is not for me to expect such encourage-

ments as others have, for I am a poor creature. Thus,

you know, poor people whose hearts are subdued by
their poverty,when they see othet-s that are brave in the

world, Ay, they may do thus, but it is not so for us
;

so those that are poor in spirit, when they see others

that God blesses, and have I'espect and honour, he
then thinks thus with himself. But it is not for me
to expect this, I am a poor vile creature.

Thirdly, One that is poor in spirit, is one that doth

admire at every little good that he doth receive, that

it is so much ; he wonders at every affliction that it is

no move; every mercy he thinks it very great, and is

veiy thankful ; and every affliction he wondei's it is

so little. Quite contrary to the world : they are

troubled their afflictions are so much, and that their

mercies are so little ; but a poor-spirited man, he
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wondera that his mercies are so much, and that his

afflictions are so little ; and therefore is thankful for

every little. Poor people whose spirits are subdued
>Yitli their poverty, give them but a halfpenny, they

are thankful ; so a poor-spirited man or woman, he

admires at mercy, and is thankful at everytliing that

God affords to him ; and if there be an affliction, he
doth not murmur and repine, but wonders that God
doth lay his hand so tenderly upon him as he doth.

Fourthly, A poor-spirited man is one that is often

craving ; he is a praying man, a beggar, that is often

begging for an alms. There is none that are truly

poor in spirit, but are great praying Christians ; God
always hears from them, and God is not weary of

such beggars. In Prov. xviii. 23, ' The poor useth

entreaties ;' and so in Prov. x. 14. Now such kind
of men as can live without prayer, and can go day
after day without seeking of God in prayer, God
hears but little of them ; they are grown high and
rich—as a company of the wantons of our age, that

scorn and contemn duty, and think that they are

grown so rich, and have so much comfort, and so

much assurance and grace, that they have no such
need as others have. Well, but when they are so

flush and high, blessed are the poor. Those that are

needy, and see themselves thus, so as to be begging
at the throne of grace ; those that God hears much
from at his throne of grace, these are the blessed

ones.

Fifthly, The poor, they are the admirers of free

grace, and the great extollers of free grace ; whatever
they have they look upon it as free grace, and over-

look themselves, overlook their duties when they

have done ; they are as much in duties as any, but

when they have done they overlook all; they stand

not upon anything, but it is free grace only that is

admired by them. Certainly these are the honourers

of free grace.

And from hence, in the sixth place. The poor in

spirit, this is his behaviour—he is emptied of himself;

whatsoever he hath in himself, or whatsoever he doth,

he dares not rest upon it, not for his spiritual and
eternal good, but is delivered as it were from himself,

looking upon himself as undone, utterly undone in

respect of what he is, of what he hath, or of what he
can do. One that is emptied, I say, of himself, and
of every creature, and is in a preparation now for to

trust only in the grace that is without him, in the

grace of God that is tendered in the gospel, he dares

not lay the weight of his eternal estate upon any-

thing that is in himself, or what comes from himself,

but merely upon the grace of God revealed in Christ

in the gospel. This is the poor-spirited man that is

thus blessed. One that commits himself to God, and
trusts in God ; so do the poor. Thus you have it in

Ps. X. 14, ' The poor committeth himself unto thee;

'

he is emptied of himself, and commits himself to God

;

commits his soul to him, and all his ways ; he dares

not trust to his own wisdom for the guiding of him,

not in any of his affairs, bat especially for the guiding

of him in the great affairs that concern his eternal

good. And in Zeph. iii. 12, the Scripture saith

that the Lord would leave in the midst of them an
afflicted and a poor people, and they should trust in

the name of the Lord. It is the poor that commit
themselves to God, and that trust in the name of

the Lord. Now blessed are these poor, that is, such
poor as from a sight of their own emptiness, vileness,

wickedness, and inability to help themselves, shall

give up themselves to the grace of God revealed in

the gospel, and commit themselves and all their ways
to be guided by God, and are willing to live upon
alms for his present and for his eternal estate. It is

in the nature of man ever to be seeking to hare some
righteousness of his own ; and that is the reason that

men can have no comfort. Those that have their

consciences awakened, can have no comfort till they

be able to do thus and thus, and be able to perform
duties after such a manner,and overcome corruptions

thus and thus. Thou wilt not come, as it were, a

mere beggar to God, as one that hath nothing, but
thou wouldst fain bring something to God. But the

Lord will have thee come as a mere beggar, as one
that hath nothing at all, and to lie down flat before

him, stripped of all, even of thy rags ; for, you know,
many poor people they are proud of their very rags.

And so it is with the hearts of men ; though they have
nothing but their civil righteousness, yet that they

will be proud of. Now the Lord will strip thee of all,

and make thee come naked before him, and be will-

ing to live upon alms for eternity. Now it is hard
for a man to live upon alms for a little time, but to

live upon alms all the days of one's life is harder

:

but now to hve upon alms for eternity ! And yet this

poor spirit is such an one, as is so sensible of his own
poverty, as can commit itseK to God in such a way
as to be content to live \ipon alms, even for eternity;

and blessed are these poor.

Seventhly, A poor-spirited man is one that is will-

ing that God should choose his condition. We use

to say that beggars must be no choosers, but now I

am speaking of one whose spirit is suitable to his

spiritual poverty. Now if thou be so spnitually poor,

then do not think that thou must be a chooser ; no,

thou must not choose what thy comforts shall be, or

thy ability shall be, or what thy worth shall be, or

any wages shall be, or at what time or means God
shall come in unto thee, thus or thus. No, thou must
leave that wholly to God ; only this, thou must look

up to God for mercy. Lord, let me have mercy.

But how, and when, or at what time, and what
degree and measure, that I leave wholly to God

;
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only my soul's desire is, that the Lord would have

mercy upon me. Many do discover that there is not

poverty of spirit in them by this thing, for when
they seek to God for mercy, if they have not comfort

coming in as they would, their spirits are froward,

even with God himself : such a spirit is not down.

But blessed is the poor in spirit, that is, those that

shall lie down flat before the Lord, and be willing to

be at God's finding. Here I am, and let God do with

me whatsover he will ; I lie absolutely at his mercy,

and I do not expect to have myself to be chooser of

anything that I do desire.

Eighthly, Those that are truly poor in spirit, they

look upon others that God hath blessed with eminency

of grace, and bless them in their souls ; they think

their condition high. Oh, such and such do I see ex-

cellency of grace in ; oh how happy is their condi-

tion, saith a poor-spirited man or woman. As those

people that are poor, when they come by those that

have great houses and great comings in, say they are

happy men indeed. So those that are poor in spirit,

when they see others that have eminency of grace,

they look upon those as such as have obtained ex-

cellency indeed ;
they look not upon the rich and

honourable in the world as the most excellent, but

those that have the greatest eminency of grace, they

look upon them and bless them. Oh how happy
were it if I could walk so with God as such do, if I

could overcome my corruptions as such, if I could

prize and profit by the word as such ! oh how happy
should I think myself to be ! This is a good poverty

of spirit indeed.

Ninthly, And further, blessed are the poor. The
poor in spirit are such as are willing to wait. Though
God doth not come according to their desires, yet

still they are content to wait upon God. God shall

choose what the thing is that shall be given them, and
the}' are willing to wait. So you have it in Zech.

xi. IL Those two are put together: 'And it was
broken in that day '—that is, the staff of beauty and
of bands was broken— ' and the poor of the flock that

waited upon me knew that it was the word of the

Lord.' Men that are men of estates, and rich men,
when they come to a door for business, if so be that

they cannot have presently what they desire, away
they will go ; they will not stand waiting. Why ? be-

cause they are rich, and so proud in a suitable way
to their riches. But now, one that is poor and comes

for an alms is content to wait, especially if he knows
that there is no other door for him to go to at that

time ; if, indeed, he thinks he may have it at some
other door, he will not wait, but if he comes for an

alms, and lie must have it here or nowhere, he is con-

tent then to wait. So those that are truly poor in

spirit, they are content to wait at God's gates, know-

ing that there is no other door that they can have

their alms at but only at the gates of God. Thou
hast been seeking God, it may be a month or longer,

half -a year or a year, and yet canst find nothing ; oh,

but if thou canst have mercy at last, thy condition

is happy. Thus a poor-spirited creature will say,

and so will be content to be waiting all the days of

his life.

Tenthly, One that is poor hath an awful respect

to God and his word ; he is one that is struck

with an awful reverence of the greatness of God and
the authority of his word. This you have in Isa.

Ixvi. 2, ' To this man will I look, even to him that

is poor and of a contrite spirit, and that trembleth at

my word.' You have those put together, the con-

trite and poor, and that trembles at God's word

;

when he comes to the word and hears it opened, he
looks upon it as having a dreadful authority in it;

he looks upon the word as a thing to be above him,
and his heart trembles lest he should not give that

due respect to the word that he ought to do ; and
when a promise is revealed, he trembles for fear that

it should not belong to him, and the divine lustre

that he sees in the word to be so much above him,

causes his heart to fear and tremble before the Lord
;

this is a poor-spirited man. It is opposite to that

boldness of spirit that is in man, which is from hence,

that he thinks he hath something to bear him out.

But now one that is poor in spirit looks upon no-

thing in himself that can bear him out against any-

thing that is in the word ; no, it is the word that

must prevail, whatsoever becomes of me either for

my present or eternal estate. It is the word that

must prevail, and therefore he gives an awful rever-

ential respect to the word when he hears it.

Eleventhly, One that is poor in spirit is such a
one that hath a melting heart likewise at the w-ord.

A little thing in God's word strikes him presentl)',

and will cause liis heart to melt ; as you shall see

men and women that are truly poor indeed—not your
ordinary vagrants and rogues, that will make them-
selves so in idleness, but those that are truly poor

—

you shall find if you do but speak to them, a melting

spirit presently in them ; anything you say almost

will make their hearts to melt within them. So one
that is poor in spirit hath a melting spirit at the

word ; a little thing from God works upon him, and
he doth not stand out against the word so as others

do ;
he hath not a heart to give the word a rebound

so as others have, but when the word comes, there is

a yielding of spirit unto the word. Now all these

put together that have been named, will plainl}"- de-

monstrate who that man or woman is that is pro-

nounced thus blessed here by our Saviour Christ.

Now if you would ask and demand why it is that

God hath such a respect and regard to such as are

thus poor in spirit, only a word or two.
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The great reason why the Lord hath such regard

unto such, it is because this disposition doth best

serve the great design that God hath of glorifying

himself in the world, namely, the lifting up of his

free grace. God would have his glory from the chil-

dren of men. But what glory ? The lifting up of free

grace, that is the glory that God would have above
all other. God would have the glory of his power,
the glory of his wisdom, the glory of his bounty, of

his patience ; ay, but that is not the glory that God
doth look at most ; but that he might magnify his free

grace in his Son, that is the glory that God doth most
delight in. Now of all dispositions in the world, this

disposition of poverty of spirit is that that serves

God's end and God's design best ; and therefore no
marvel though God doth so much accept of it.

Secondly, Such a disposition makes the soul to be
comformable even unto Jesus Christ. We know that

Christ was willing to be poor, and the Scripture tells

us that Christ did empty himself ; he was willing to

lay aside that glory that he had, and to come and
empty himself and be in the form of a servant.

Now when Christ shall see a spirit that hath a con-

formity to his, Christ looks upon it and saith. Here
is one that is conformable to my spirit. I was
willing to be poor ; and so is such a one. I was
willing to empty myself, and to be anything for the

furtherance of the glory of my Father ; and so do I

see here such a poor creature that is willing to empty
itself of anything that it hath, and is willing to give

up itself for the glory of my Father and me. Oh,
blessed are these poor ! But how few of such as these

shall we find in the world ! We tell you who they are

if we could find them ; that they are such as are thus

and thus qualified, and whose hearts do work after

such a manner as this is; but, Lord, where are they'?

Ordinarily we find that men's spirits are jolly, high,

proud, stately, surly, stiff, stubborn, rebellious, and
bold in the ways of wickedness, this is the juice of

men's spirits ; they scorn this kind of poverty of

spirit ; their hearts are up, and they stand upon
themselves, and stiff they are in their own way.

It is true in Isa. Ixvi., ' That the Lord that dwells

on high, in heaven, he doth look upon the poor

and the contrite
:

' he looks upon them. Oh, but

where shall God have objects, such objects to be-

hold ? How few such objects are there in the world

!

Now cursed are the proud, cursed are the haughty

in spirit, the stubborn and the stout-hearted : the

Scripture speaks most dreadful tilings against them

;

but we are not now to speak to them, neither am
I willing to defer what comfort Christ hath for those

that are poor in spirit, by turning aside to speak to

those of haughty and proud spirits. Therefore I am
to address myself to the opening of that that Christ

means when he saith that they are blessed. 'Ma.nj

things might be said for the opening of their blessed-

ness, but for the present there is only one scripture

that I will apply to those that are poor in spirit.

Those tliat are such, whosoever they are that are in

the presence of God this day, whose consciences can
tell them that, though in much weakness, yet they
can find such workings of spirit, I will give you but
one text to uphold your spirits till the next day, and
then we shall come to open what Christ saith of you,
that yours is the kingdom of heaven. The text is in

Luke iv. 18 :
' The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be-

cause he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to
the poor ; he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted,
to preach deliverance to the cajytives, and recovering
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are
bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
And he closed the book.' Christ comes to the syna-
gogue, and, a book bein^ opened, he doth find this

place of Scripture out of Isaiah, which was a pro-
phecy concerning himself. The meaning of it is this—that God the Father hath anointed Jesus Christ
his Son, appointed him solemnly to that office, to

come himself into the world, and to preach good
tidings to the poor in spirit. As if God should say to
his Son, Son, I have many of my poor servants in

the world who are poor in spirit, who are sensible of
their own wretchedness and poverty ; now I appoint
thee and anoint thee to go and preach unto them the
glad tidings of salvation ; and be you sure to comfort
them, be you sure to speak peace to them; pour oil

into their wounds, and relieve and refresh them. I
see that they are ready to be discouraged, but do you
encourage them. I appoint you to this. You will

say then presently these are blessed, whenas God
the Father from all eternity hath set Jesus Christ, as
it were, apart, appointed him to this office to preach
comfort to thy soul. This one scripture to one that
is truly poor in spirit is worth a thousand worlds.
For, what ! saith such a one, doth God regard me ?
Yes, such a regard he hath, as lie hath appointed his

Son to that office to take care of thee, to comfort
thee and to help thee; and Christ must be unfaith-
ful in his work if he doth not preach comfort to

thee. This care hath God of the poor ; whenas he
doth, as it were, slight, neglect, contemn, and scorn
the rich ones of the world. Them he sends empty
away ; but for these that are poor in spirit he hath
given Christ a charge over them. Now were there
nothing else said but this, that thou hast such a pro-
mise as this is, that Christ, when he comes into the
world, must come and preach glad tidings to thee, it

were abundant mercy ; and so in effect the very scope
of the gospel is to preach glad tidings to the poor.
And indeed we shall shew that that is a special thing
that is meant by ' theirs is the kingdom of heaven ;

'

not only that they shall go to heaven when they die,
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but by ' kingdom of heaven ' is often meant the min-

istry of the gospel, and that is one especial thing in-

tended here, that the riches of the gospel, the state of

the gospel, the doctrine of the gospel, all the good of

the gospel, doth belong to those that are poor in

spirit.

SERMON IV.

PEOMISES TO THE POOR IN SPIRIT.

'Blessed are the poor in spirit,' iC'C.—]Mat. V. 3.

I SHALL now briefly give yon a few promises that are

made in Scripture to such as are God's poor, and
then proceed to the blessedness that Christ pro-

nounces of them— namely, that ' theirs is the king-

dom of heaven.' Kow for the jjromises to those that

are poor.

First, God thinks upon these. It may be thy

friends think not of thee. Thou art a poor man or

woman, and yet godly ; thou hast rich friends that

perhaps have their full dishes and want nothing, but

have all coming in according to their liearts' desires,

and they think not of thee ; ay, but if you be one of

God's poor, as hath been described, God thinks of

you, Ps. xl. 17.

Secondly, The Lord looks towards the poor as an
object that he takes content in ; he doth not only

think of you, but ' his eye is upon you.' Poor men
when they pass by others, they scarce have a look

from them, but God's eye is continually upon them
for good ; so you have it in Isa. Ixvi. 2, ' He looks to

the contrite and poor.'

Thirdly, He so looks as he would not have his

dreadfulness to daunt thy heart ; so in Isa. xlvi. he

begins it thus :
' The heaven is my throne, and the

earth is my footstool
;

' he raises up his glory to shew
what a God he is. Alas ! now may a poor soul say,

oh, how glorious is God ! his glory will daunt my
heart. How shall I be able to stand before him

!

Nay, though lieaven be his throne, and earth be his

footstool, yet ' he will look to him that is of a poor

spirit, and that trembles at his word.' As if he

should say, Let no poor soul be daunted with my
glory, for it is for their good, and no hurt at all to

them.

The fourth is this : The Lord he prepares his good-

ness for the poor, Ps. Ixviii. 10. Perhaps thou hast

not mercy for the present as thou desirest ; but God
is preparing all this while mercy for thee, and pre-

paring thee for mercy.

Fifthly, The Lord hears the poor. It may be poor

people may petition to others and they cannot be
heard, but if the rich petition they can be heard ; but
the Lord he hears the poor. You have many scrip-

tures for that, Ps. Ixix. 33 ; and we find the

psalmist makes it a rise of his prayer, because he is

so poor and needy, Ps. cix. 22— ' For I am poor and
needy'—that God should hear him the rather ; and
so Ps. Ixxxvir the rise of his petition is, that God
should hear him because he is so poor.

Sixthly, The Lord will not have the expectations

of the poor to be frustrated. Poor men may wait

and wait long enough, and yet may fail at the last.

But now if thou beest one of this poor spirit, the Lord
will not have thy expectation to be frustrated, but
there shall come good of it at last, Ps. ix. 18.

Seventhly, The Lord will not forget the poor, Ps.

ix. 12. Others may forget them, it may be, even
when they have granted their petitions ; but the Lord
will not forget the poor. Many such kind of pro-

mises doth the Lord make to those that are of poor
spirits. But what do we speak to particular pro-

mises ? we have one in the text instead of all, 'Theirs

is the kingdom of heaven.' This hath all promises

joined together in one. Now from the words before,

we come to search into the bowels of them ; from
that that doth appear at present view, you have these

three or four notes :
' Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.'

Ohserv. 1. The first is this. That God loves to

honour those that are willing to debase themselves.
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God doth not say here, Blessed are the poor, for their

sins are pardoned ; Blessed are the poor, for the pro-

mises of the gospel belong to them ; but ' Blessed are

the poor, for tlieirs is the kingdom of heaven.' It is

a kingdom that is theirs. God puts an honour upon
the poor. That which seems to be the most con-

trary, that Christ doth assume. If one that is poor
should come to have such a promise made him. Well,

you are poor, you shall be provided for, you shall

never want as long as yoii live; that were well. But
that is not all, they shall have a kingdom : so Christ

saith himself to poor broken hearts that think them-
selves not worthy of the least crumb of bread, 'theirs

is the kingdom.' It is no less than a kingdom that is

prepared for them ; and therefore do not have such a
poor spirit as to have low designs ; though thou beest

poor in respect of thyself, yet lift up thy heart, and
aim at no less than a kingdom. Many poor people
would think they should be happy men and women
if they might have a hundred pound a year land

given them. But those that are poor in spirit, as

here is spoken of, it is not a hundred pound land a
year, nor the possession of the world, but it is no less

than the kingdom, and the kingdom of heaven, that
will satisfy their souls. That is the first note ; the

Lord loves to put honour upon those that are willing

to debase themselves. I hnd likewise other scrip-

tures that are suitable : Luke xxii. 28, ' Ye are they
which have continued with me in my temptations,

and I appoint unto you a kingdom ;' you are content
to endure iu my cause, and to suffer the loss of all,

and therefore have I appointed a kingdom unto you.

But I intend not to stand upon these notes ; that we
only observe by way of connexion.

(Jbserv. 2. That blessedness doth not consist in any
worldly thing : 'Blessed are the poor.' Why? be-

cause they shall have the riches of the world, they
shall be brought into honour, they shall be brought
to have preferment in the world ? no, but ' Blessed

are the poor, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.'

There is nothing in this world can make them
blessed ; it is the kingdom of heaven that must make
them blessed. If you would be happy, you must look

beyond the world. Thou dost not know what the

true happiness of an immortal soul is capable of, if

thou dost expect it here in this world.

Observ. 3. In that it is said in the present tense,

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. From whence the

note is this, that the saints of God live not only

upon comforts that they shall have hereafter, upon
the assurance of what they shall have, but ujion

present comforts. They have enough for the present

to uphold their hearts, in all their poor and mean
condition in which they are in respect of the world.

You will say. Indeed for good people that are mean in

the world, whatsoever they suffer, God will reward

them hereafter. Ay, but, poor souls, what have they to
comfort themselves withal for the present? Yea, saith
Christ, theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Take all

together now, and thou hast enough not only to up-
hold thy soul ill this thy poor condition, but to coui-
fort it, and to make the angels in heaven to look
upon thee as a blessed creature. It is said of the
pure in heart that they fhall see God ; but the poor
in spirit, theirs is the khigdom of heaven. And the
reason why Christ puts it in the present tense is,

because he saw that those that were poor in spirit had
need of present comfort.

Observ. 4. That heaven is now to the saints. There
is comfort indeed ! Ay, but heaven they must look
for afterwards. No, they shall have it now ; heaven
shall come down to them before they go up to heaven.
In Luke xvii. 21 you have a notable scripture for

that: 'The kingdom of heaven is within you.' It is

within the saints now for the ]3resent. This that I

now say may seem to be a paradox, yet it is a certain

truth; no soul shall ever go to heaven that hath not
heaven first come down to it. There is certainly no
man or woman upon the earth shall ever go to

heaven, but such as hath heaven come down to them.
There is none shall ever be glorified among saints and
angels in heaven, but such as it may be said of them,
that the kingdom of heaven is within them.
You will say, What is that ? Why, that I shall

further open in coming to the main promise, ' theirs is

the kmgdom of heaven.' Now the great thing that
we are to do, it is in these two particulars :

—

First, To open to you what is the meaning of this
;

what doth Christ mean by the kingdom of heaven.
And then, secondly, To apply the kingdom of

heaven to such as are poor in spirit. I shall not
speak of it, perhaps, as some of you may think, to
open the glory of God in the general, but only so far

as it is applicable to the poor in spirit. Christ means
some special thing here, that is more peculiarly appli-
cable to the poor in spirit—viz., three sorts of poor
who are to have the treasury of comfort in the king-
dom of heaven, which will ajipear further, both in the
opening of the Jvingdom of heaven, what it is, and
then the apphcation of it unto these three sorts of
poor people.

For the first then, The kingdom of heaven.
By the kingdom of heaven is understood not, firstly,

the glory of the saints that they shall have to all

eternity, but the state of the Messias, that is, the
king of heaven; the state, I say, of the Messias
after his coming into the world, and all the good
things that he brings with him. That is the kingdom
of heaven which is here meant. There is the kingdom
of God's power whereby he rules over the world ; and
then there is the kingdom that he hath given to his

Son the Mediator. It is the second kingdom that is
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here meant. When God had made this world, he

himself reigned over it, and was the king of it. But

the world that he made was spoiled with sin, and so

God could not have that glory from the world that

he made it for. Therefore, the Lord he was pleased

to erect a new world, another spiritual, heavenly-

world, to glorify himself in in another manner, more

spiritual and heavenly than in the former world
;
and

he makes his Son to be the king of that spiritual

world—that new world which the Scripture speaks of

when it saith, ' All old things are done away, and all

things are become new '—which new world is begun in

the work of grace in the hearts of the saints, and so

carried on till it comes to eternal glory. Jesus Christ

he is the king of that world. As for the other, it is

spoiled, and must come to confusion. Now before

Christ's coming, actually in taking flesh upon him,

there were some rays of his glory that did shine unto

the forefathers ; but in comparison of what was to be

done after the Messias came, this kingdom was not

set up. For the administration of things in the times

of the law, it is not called the kingdom of heaven.

The Jews they waited for the kingdom of the IMessias
;

and the kingdom of the ]\Iessias that they waited for,

it is this kingdom of heaven that is here spoken of in

this text. When Christ was near coming into the

world, this great king he sends his harbinger before

—

John the Baptist—to proclaim that he was coming,

and that there was a new kingdom to come into the

world. Therefore, saith John, ' Repent, for the king-

dom of heaven is at hand.' He did not mean thereby,

Repent, repent because you must go to heaven, go

and be glorified with God in heaven ; but as if he

should say, Oh, now is the kingdom of the Messias

at hand. Within a few months Jesus Christ is coming,

and will appear to be king, and the gospel will be

made more clear to you ; within a small time the

kingdom of the Messias shall be set u)"). Repent,

therefore, and turn from your wickedness, that you

may have the benefit of the kingdom of the Messiah

when it comes to be set up. And it is said, therefore,

that 'from the time of John the Baptist, the kingdom
of heaven sufl'ered violence.' It may appear then that

the kingdom of heaven was in the time of John the

Baptist. The meaning of it was this, that John
Baptist being the harbinger of this kingdom, when
people did but hear that the kingdom of the Messiah

was at hand, their hearts were set on fire after it,

and there was a kind of holy violence to bear

down all kind of difficulty and opposition. They
were resolved with themselves, whatsoever becomes

of us, we will endeavour to the uttermost, at

least that we might have our part in the good

things of the kingdom of the Messiah ; it suft'ered

violence for that time. John Baptist did but speak

a little of that kingdom though not set up, yet the

hearts of the people were set on fire after it.

Lord, where are our hearts then, when a minister of

the gospel shall not only say that the kingdom of

heaven is at hand, but it is come, and this king hath
come and ascended and triumphed in heaven, and set

at the right hand of the Father, and governs and
rules his church ! Now, when we call upon men,
' Repent, repent, for the kingdom of heaven is come,'

it doth not suffer violence. But it is a blessed thing

when it can be said, that since the time of such a

minister, even heaven hath suffered violence. Whereas
the hearts of people were loose before, and they

minded nothing but the world, and gathering a little

together, and that they might eat and drink and
sport, that is all they minded ; but since they came
to hear of the preaching of the kingdom of heaven,

this kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the

violent take it by force. This kingdom of heaven it

is therefore the state of the gospel. And in this

sense I take it that that is meant, when they brought

little children to Christ : saith Christ, ' Suffer little

children to come unto me, for to them belongs the

kingdom of heaven.' He doth not mean that some of

them shall go to heaven ; but thus, as if Christ should

say. In the times of the law, I there did not only

take believers, but their seed, to have the privileges of

that state under that administration, of the good

things that were in the law. Therefore do not now
think that when I am come to set up another king-

dom, that I will take believers now and reject their

seed. No !
' SuiTer them to come unto me, for unto

them belongs the kingdom of heaven ; ' and they are

members of this kingdom that I am now setting up,

as well as they were members of the Jewish church,

and had the benefit of that administration ; so shall

they be members and partakers of the state that now
I am setting up, together with the privileges of it

;

and therefore sufl'er them to come to me ; I will own
them to be such to whom belongs the kingdom of

heaven ; and therefore let them not be excluded any
more from this state of the gospel than they were

before excluded from the state of the law, and the

good things therein. That is the meaning of that

text, and a special scripture for the encouraging of

believing parents in respect of their children, and the

bringing of them to that ordinance of baptism.

Sometimes this kingdom of heaven is taken for

some particular thing in the state of the gospel, as

for the preaching of the gospel it is called the king-

dom of heaven : as the kingdom of heaven is like a

man going out to sow his seed, that is, this adminis-

tration of the gospel in the preaching of it is like a

man that sows his seed, and some fell upon the high-

way, li'c. The preaching of the gospel, that is one
thing in the kingdom of heaven that bath the name
of the whole. And sometimes it is taken for the
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work and efficacy of the gospel in the heart of a

moil : as ' the kingdom of heaven is Hke to a grain

CI mustard-seed ; ' what is that ? That is the work of

the gospel that is now preached in the state of the

^Messiah ; it hath that effect upon the heart, as a grain

of mustard-seed. Though it be little at the first, yet

it grows up to a mighty tree ; this is the substance

of this kingdom of heaven, it is the state of the

Messiah. So, then, the meaning of Christ is this :

Blessed are the poor in spirit
;
you that are thus poor,

oh, blessed are you ; for look, what good or benefits

are come by the Messiah's coming into the world

—

look, what blessedness there is in the state of the

^Messiah, that belongs to you, you shall certainly have
that blessedness.

Again, Sometimes the kingdom of heaven is taken

for the church, and the privileges thereof, as, I wiU
give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven

;

and that is one gTcat part indeed of the kingdom of

heaven, the privileges of the Christian church. The
privileges and administrations and ordinances that

there are in the Christian church are a great blessing

of the kingdom of heaven, and you shall have all

these, you that are poor in spirit.

Why is it called the kingdom of heaven ?

First, It is called the kingdom of heaven because

Christ is from heaven, who is the king thereof.

Secondly, In distinction and opposition from or

unto the kingdoms of the world. It is not of this

world, saith Christ.

Thirdly, Because that Christ his seat is now at the

present in heaven.

Fourthly, Because that the way of his government
it is spiritual and heavenly, not in an outward way.

And then,

Fifthly, Because it will certainly bring both soul

and body to heaven at last. Therefore the whole
administration of the Messiah in his way and govern-

ment is called the kingdom of heaven.

Christ is the king, and the blessing of this it would
be very large to open in the particulars ; there is in-

finite blessedness in this kingdom of heaven.

For, first. It is Christ the Mediator that gives the

laws. If thou beest brought under the state of the

gospel to be a subject of Christ by being a believer, I

say, Christ he gives thee thy laws ; now thou hast

them from the hand of a mediator. The Jews had
their laws—the ten commandments—from the hand of

a mediator, from Moses. But thou hast the law for

the guiding and ordering of thee from the hand of

Jesus Christ. It is true, the same thing that Moses
did require men then, was that that Jesus Christ

gave to them, and Moses likewise he was a kind of

type of Christ even in that ; but thou hast them more
fully from the hand of a mediator, from the hand of

Christ,—the law,—for the guiding and ordering of thy

life. And that is a great dispute about the law now,
which truly hath little in it to edification,—viz.,

whether we have our law now from Moses or from
Christ ; and so many that speak against the law,

when it comes to a dispute, the uttermost that they
can give is this, that we are dehvered from the law
as it was given by Moses. Why, what is that to pur-
pose, if we be bound to the same thing that Moses
did command, and by as strong bonds as those were
that lived in the time of the law ? What great matter
whether we liave it from Moses or no ? We have it,

and are bound to it by as strong bonds if it comes
from the hands of Christ. And we may satisfy our-

selves enough in this, for we have the laws that are

the rules of justice and equity, that are moral, Ave

have them in this kingdom of heaven. Indeed, we
have them given in another way in the hand of this

mediator, with more strictness, with more spiritual-

ness and enlargement rather. For this our king
tells us afterwards in this chapter, that he came not
to destroy the law, but to fulfil it; he comes to open
it ; saith he, ' Ye have heard it said by them of old

time, Thou shaft not commit adultery : but I say unto
you. That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust

after her hath committed adultery with her already

in his heart' Christ exjjounds the law, and seems to

put it in a higher pitch than the Jews had. There
is a great deal of comfort now I confess in that, that
thou hast thy law now from Jesus Christ. And in

this, indeed, thou mayst have this comfort, having
thy law from him, that he will not be so exact as to

require all forfeitures from the breach of the law, as

was required of the Jews. In the administration of

Moses there was such and such forfeitures upon
breach of the law ; but God is pleased to manifest
more grace now, so that he doth not now stand so

exactly upon breaches as to pronounce a curse upon
every one that doth offend in that way. Moses de-

livered his law that the people should look upon
themselves as accursed if so be that they did ofi'end

in any part of it. It is true, there was something of

Christ revealed to help believers indeed, but for the

most part it was little known, so as for the gener-

ality of the people they looked upon themselves, or

should do so, as accursed, if they did break any part

of the law.

But in this kingdom of heaven, that is a blessed-

ness that thou hast a law from him that loves thee

more than his life ; he was willing to lay down his

life for thee that gives thee thy law. Now when one
hath a law from one that we know loves him dearly,

it is comfortable. And he is the judge of the law, and
he is to take all the forfeitures of the law that loves

me dearly, even more than his own life ; why, this is

a great comfort.

The second thing in the blessedness of this king-
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dom of heaven is this, That Jesus Christ he now rules

in the hearts of his saints, by his -ivord and Spirit, a

great deal more fully than he did in the times of the

law, or in any way can be conceived. It is true,

there was a general work of God upon the hearts

of heathens, in those moral virtues of theirs, but

there was not a ruling in their hearts by the sceptre

and Spirit of Jesus Christ the Mediator ; and though

believers in the time of the law had the sanctifying

spirit—some of them—in some high degree, yet

generally it was very poor and low in the hearts of

believers in the times of the Messiah. The Spirit of

God is shed abroad in this his kingdom with more

fulness, with more clearness, with more power, with

more excellency abundantly, and it was reserved for

the coming of this king the Messiah to set up that

spiritual government of his in the hearts of his

people, which is a thing that we little understand.

We think there is such a duty requiretl of us, and

we fall upon it ; ay, but we do not look upon Jesus

Christ swaying his sceptre in our hearts for the

enabling of us to do what be requires of us in his

Avord. And then,

Thirdly, All transactions between God and them
are in this kingdom, and not to go out of this king-

dom. By that I mean thus : when thou hast offended

God at any time, and God hath anything to say to

thee for thine offence, thou shalt not come to have

this business of thine tried in the court of exact jus-

tice. No ; it must not go out of this kingdom, but it

must all be within the kingdom of the Messiah. As
this is the privilege of one that lives in one kingdom,

he cannot be called to another kingdom to answer for

his fault. If he were in another kingdom he might

die for it ; but here the laws do help him more, and

that is a comfort to him. So now, wert thou in the

kingdom of God's power, as he is Creator of heaven

and earth, and so rules the world, certainly any

ofl'ence of thine would be eternal death to thee ; and

it is so with all those men and women that are, I

say, only under the kingdom of God's power—that

is, they are God's creatures, and God is their Creator,

and so they have to deal with God as under the

kingdom of his power ; if they offend as creatures,

God in that kingdom deals in a way of exact justice,

so as to punish with death upon every oft'ence. But

now a behever brought into another kingdom, the

kingdom of the Messiah, there he comes to have

other privileges ; so that when a believer offends he

doth not go to answer in that court of his—to wit,

the kingdom of his power—but he is to answer be-

fore the court of Jesus Christ, and Christ is to be

the judge, and Christ he is to deal with them in

that administration of his that he hath received from

the Father, and so comes a believer to stand with

comfort before God, notwithstanding all his offences

and weaknesses, for the transaction is between God
and him within this kingdom, and not without it.

Oh, this is a great comfort for one' that is poor in

spirit: 'Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is

the kingdom of heaven.' Tli.e kingdom of heaven, of

the gospel, it is theirs, and this is the blessedness that

they have by this kingdom of the gospel, tliat, I say,

all the transactions between God and them are in

this kingdom. So likewise all God's dealings with

them every way it is through a Messiah, and all

that they tender up to God it is through the Messiah,

so as indeed they have nothing, as I may so speak,

to do in their reference to God, but only through

this their king ; their king doth undertake all busi-

ness between God and them. Thou that art brought

to this kingdom, he that is thy king, the Lord Jesus

Christ, God and man, hath undertaken all things

that concern thee in thy reference to God. There-

fore, ' Blessed art thou, for thine is the kingdom of

heaven.'

So that all the mercies that come from God, they

came from God through Christ to thee : by the means

of this king he brings them, and it is through his

right that thou hast them. As now, when there is

anything to do between two kingdoms, why, the

transactions are between the two kings ; every private

man doth not meddle in transacting of business be-

tween kingdoms. So I may say there are, as it were,

two kingdoms—the kingdom of God as he is a Creator,

and then the kingdom of the Messiah. Now all those

things that we are to receive from the kingdom of

God's power as Creator, Jesus Christ he deals with

God for them, and we come to receive them all

through the right of this our king's all-mercy. And if

there be any alflictions comes, if we have offended the

Father, and sin again.st the work of creation, and so

have deserved evil, God as Creator doth not take

believers so as to bring afflictions upon them, but he

gives them up to Christ ; it is Christ thy king that

doth correct him ; and the afflictions being within

this kingdom, they are of another nature than the

evils that are inflicted upon those that are under the

kingdom of God's power. Now the evils that are

inflicted upon such for their sin, they come from re-

venging wrath ; but the evils that are inflicted upon
those that are brought into this kingdom, they are

inflicted upon them by Christ the mediator, and so

come to them in another way, so that there is abun-

dance of blessedness in being within this king-

dom.
Thirdly, and then further. From hence thou bast

protection. Though thou beest poor and mean in thy-

self, thou hast Jesus Christ the Son of God that

undertakes to protect thee, to deliver thee from evil,

and to supply thee in all thy wants ; that is the work
of a king. And those that are subjects in a kingdom,
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they have a great deal of benefit in the protection of

the governor of that kingdom ; and for any man to be

in a kingdom and to be denied the protection, is a

great misery. Now tliere are none in tlie kingdom
of Cln-ist that Christ will deny the benefit of protec-

tion, but protects them all, and provides for all within

his kingdom. Indeed, kings of the earth may leave

the protection of their subjects, and if they should

deny protection to their subjects, there is some other

help for them to protect themselves some other way;

but there is no protection to the saints but only by
this their king.

Fourthly, And all provisions necessary. A king

doth not take cognisance of every family; but Christ

doth take cognisance to provide for every particular

soul.

Fifthly, In this kingdom Christ undertakes to

subdue all the enemies that are against thy spiritual

and eternal good. Christ is thy king, and either he

must lose his power or faithfulness, either of which

lie will not do ; therefore he must subdue thy enemies :

he will subdue sin, and death, and the devil, yea, and
all the enemies of the church shall at length be sub-

dued.

Sixthly, He, as a king, gives ordinances and gifts

and administrations. All the ordinances, gifts, and
administrations of the church they are given by Jesus

Christ as the king of it, and thou that art poor in

spirit thou liast right to them. It is not such a one

as hath such a high degree of grace that hath right

to the ordinances, but where there is any that are

but sensible of their poverty, thou hast right to all

ordinances upon that. But though there be right to

them, yet you must be exercised in them, in a way
suitable to the ordinances. All the gifts of the saints

are thine, and all administrations are thine; thou hast

the benefit of them all in this kingdom.
vSeventhly, further. All the world is brought into

subjection to this kingdom. The kingdom of the

Father, the kingdom of power, whereby the Lord
doth rule the created workl, and so by providence is

continued, all this is in order to this kingdom of the

Messiah. Certainly there is a great deal in this, for

one to know that all the administrations of God in

the ordering of heaven and earth, it is for the

furtherance of the kingdom of the Messiah, and of

the spiritual good of all those that are within this

kingdom. ' Blessed therefore art thou, for thine is

the kingdom of heaven.'

Eighthly and lastly. For this will bring thee at

length to reign with Christ. Thou dost in some degree

reign with Christ already ; all the subjects of Christ's

kingdom are made kings and pi'iests to God, and they

must be in a further glorious manner made to reign

with Christ : so you have it in Rev. iii. 21, ' To him
that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my

throne, even as I also overcame, and am sat down
with my Father in his throne.' It is a text that hath

a great deal of difficulty in it ; but here clearly you
see there are two thrones that Christ mentions—his

Father's and his own. Now, saith Christ, ' I overcame,

and am set down with my father in his throne,' so

that Christ doth sit with the Father, and rules alto-

gether with his Father. But, saith Christ, ' I will give

you to sit down upon my throne, as I sit upon my
Father's.' There is a throne that is more particularly

the throne of Jesus Christ, and all the saints shall sit

with Jesus Christ thereupon. Nowfor this throne: It is

that that we have mentioned in divers other scriptures.

In Mat. xiv. and Luke xxii. Christ tells his disciples

that had endured with him in his temptations, ' That
they should sit with him and judge the twelve tribes of

Israel, and they should eat and drink with him in his

kingdom when he did come.' Now these scriptures

seem to hold out some special and glorious condition

that the saints must ha^'e at length before they come
to that full possession of that glory that shall be in

the highest heavens. They shall sit upon the Lord.

Christ's throne, judging. Surely in the highest heavens

there is no judging throne. But there is a time of

judging the wicked and the ungodly ; and the saints

shall reign with Christ in a glorious manner, and at

length they shall he brought to heaven itself, to the

possession of all that glory that Christ hath pur-

chased by his blood. And therefore, though now
for the present you deny yourselves so much, as to be

willing to sufl'er poverty, to suffer the hardship of

poverty, the contempt of poverty, the trouble that

there is in a poor estate, it is in my cause that you
are wilUng to be poor. It may be you could get

riches in the world as much as other men, but be

content to be in a low condition for the things of this

world ; be content to be mean, to trust me ; for

there is a kingdom for you—the kingdom of heaven.

This kingdom seeins to be poor now. As you are poor

in spirit, so this kingdom seems to be a poor con-

temptible thing ; the glory of it, it is spnitual, and
only can be seen with a spiritual eye. It cannot be
seen with a carnal eye, but yet you who are mine,

and have received my Spirit, you can understand the

excellency of this kingdom, and the many privileges

that are in this kingdom ; and therefore do you
labour quietly to bear your low condition, and though
you be low in parts, yet go on ; though you have
many weaknesses in you, yet still comfort yourselves

in this, for you are those that sit with the Messias,

and the good of the gospel is yours, and the glorious

kingdom that both Father, Son, and Spirit doth
intend to raise up to a mighty height. It is begun
for the present in your souls, and you shall .cer-

tainly come to the accomplishment of it in the

fulness of all the glory of it. This kingdom Christ
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speaks of in Dan. vii. 2-i, and there calls it the king-

dom of the saints that shall prevail in the world.

Certainly there is such a kingdom of Christ as will

prevail in the world, let men oppose it what they can.

The kings of the earth they rage, and the heathens

they imagine hut vain things, for the Lord will set

his king upon his holy hill, and the saints that are

in this kingdom of Christ they shall prevail in the

"vvorld at last. This kingdom must certainly go on.

My brethren, we read in Scripture of the good tidings

of the kingdom. These few things that I have spoken

of are some of the good tidings of the kingdom ; and
in Acts i. 30, wlien Christ was risen again, we find

that the great things that Christ did, it was to tell

his disciples of the good things of this kingdom of

heaven. You know Christ after his resurrection did

continue with his disciples forty days. Now you will

say, What did Christ do in those forty days ? We
read of many things that Christ did before his death,

hut what have we of what he did in those forty days ?

The Scripture tells you that he did speak to them
about the kingdom of heaven. Christ then did dis-

course about this point that I am now speaking of,

telling of them what a blessed and glorious kingdom
of the Messias they were to come to ; and though
they were like to be poor in the world and despised,

and be as nobody, yet they were members of that

kingdom, and had the privileges of it, and Christ

would make them instrumental for the furtherance

of that glorious kingdom, and so told tliem what
belongs to the kingdom, the ordinances of the king-

dom, the laws of it, and the privileges of it ; ajid

therefore we find it that the disciples before the

resurrection of Christ, and the shedding abroad of

the Spirit, they dreamed of a mere earthly kingdom
—When wilt thou restore the kingdom to Israel ?

—

but when Christ had told them of this kingdom, and
the Spirit was shed abroad in their hearts, they

never minded an earthly kingdom more. No ; they

had done with that, now they came to understand

what was the meaning of the kingdom of the

Messiah that Christ did preach unto them in the forty

days that he was with them before his ascension.

Now these are some brief things that I have endea-

voured to present unto you about this kingdom of

heaven that here is said to he the portion of those

that are poor in spirit. You will say. Oh, these are

blessed things indeed ! But for the applying of them,

that is the thing we have now to do ; only at present

remember what hath been said. And now know what
the meaning of that scripture is, ' First seek the

kingdom of heaven, and the righteousness thereof,

and all these things shall be added to you.' I have

here briefly set out a little of the glory of the king-

dom of heaven, though all this while I have not

spoken of the felicity of the saints after the day of

judgment, but what shall be between this and their

going up to heaven. You see enough to set your

hearts on work, in the first place to seek the king-

dom of heaven. Oh, you that have sought after the

world, and have thought yourselves blessed if you
might live bravely and have a little coming in, now
know that there is a kingdom concerns you, and, for

aught we know, every soul in this place, and there-

fore above all things seek after that kingdom, that

you may have your portion in it.
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SERMON V.

on,

COMFOET TO THE POOR IN SPIRIT.

'Blessed are the j^oor in spirit,' d:c.—Mat. v. 3.

We are, as you may remember, upon the first blessed-

ness here that is attributed to the poor in spirit.

The subject of this blessedness we have spoken to

at large ; who those poor in Scripture are, and, in

general, that they are blessed.

But we came the last day to make entrance into

the blessedness that Christ pronounces upon them :

' Theirs is the kingdom of heaven.' There were

divers observations taken notice of from the con-

nexion :
' Blessed are the poor, for theirs is the king-

dom of heaven.' He doth not say, Blessed are the

poor, for God will be merciful unto them, but ' theirs

is the kingdom of heaven '—a suitable blessing unto

that grace that is most eminent in them—that po-

verty of spirit. Therefore Christ would raise them up
with the glory of a kingdom :

' theirs is the kingdom.'

But it is no kingdom but the kingdom of heaven.

There we shewed that it is not anything of the world

that can make us blessed, but it must be somewhat
of the kingdom of heaven. And that is observable,

he doth not say, theirs shall be the kingdom of

heaven, as he saith of others :
' Blessed are the pure

in heart, for they shall see God.' He doth not say.

Blessed are the poor, for they shall have the kingdom
of heaven, but 'theirs is the kingdom of heaven.'

Poor people cannot stay, they have present need
;

saith Christ, I will not only promise you what you
shall have when you die, but you shall have a king-

dom now, for the present. ' Theirs is the kingdom of

heaven.'

We came to the opening of this kingdom of hea-

ven—what it is— and shewed you the several accep-

tations of the words, ' the kingdom,'—what it is taken

for in Scripture. But this is that that was conceived

to be the scope of Christ here, the kingdom of

heaven—that is, the estate of the Messiah, the good
things that the Messiah was to bring into the world

in his administration ; that is the kingdom of heaven

that is here meant. I do not think that Christ did

aim at this, that they should go to heaven when they

die and be in glory there, as the only thing ; that is

indeed among other things that will follow. But

that which Christ aims at here, those that are poor

in spirit they are blessed, for they are partakers for

the present of the blessed estate of the people of

God, that is, in the time of the Messiah's coming into

the world. And therefore I do not intend here to

speak about the glory of heaven ; for anything

that may be spoken about that will rather fall into

the tenth verse, ' Blessed are they which are perse-

cuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the king-

dom of heaven.' But all that I shall speak of here

is, the blessed estate of those that are poor in spirit

—

viz., the enjoyment of the good things in the state of

the Messiah ; and that is the meaning of that scrip-

ture, ' Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at

hand ; ' that is, repent and turn from your evil ways,

and follow not your lusts as you were wont, but

repent, for Jesus Christ is come into the world, that

brings a great deal of glory with him. Because I

would gladly finish at this time, I will pass by what
we spake to, and come to what remains, and the

rather because in that that doth remain we shall

make use of somewhat that we spake to the last

time, about the opening of the point of the kingdom
of heaven. And that is this :

—

What comfort there is in the consideration of the

estate of the Messiah's coming into the world ; what
encouragement there is in this to those that are poor

in spii'it ; and how they in particular come to be made
happy—that is the scope of this sermon, and the

scope of Christ. Now, then, for the opening of this

I shall cast it into these three heads :

—

First, What comfort those that are outwardly poor,

poor people that have spirits suitable to their outward
conditions, that are godly poor, whose spirits are

willing to submit to God in that poor condition that

they are in, what encouragement they can have from
the state of the Messias, from this kingdom of heaven.

And I rather think that Christ intended this, because

I find in Luke vi. that Christ doth oppose the rich

in this world to poor in spirit. Therefore Christ in-

tended certainly in this scripture to speak comfort-

able words to godly poor people.
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And then, secondly, To those that are poor in

parts, poor men and women tliat have mean gifts

and abiHties, and yet are godly, and their spirits are

low in consideration of the poor [larts that they have,

that they cannot be useful for God as others are
;

to shew what good they have, or what comfort they

may have from this kingdom of lieaven.

Thirdly, Those that are poor in grace, that are

sensible of their spiritual poverty, what blessedness

they have from this kingdom of lieaven.

First, then. Those that are outwardly poor, all

godly poor people, I am speaking to them ; and I

verily think Christ speaks to them, and so would
have his ministers to speak to them, such as are for

the outward estate kept low and mean ; and yet God
gives them spirits to submit to his hand in that, and

'

are willing to honour God as they are able in that

poor condition without murmuring. Christ Jesus doth
pronounce you blessed this day, and tells you that

yours is the kingdom of heaven. As if he should

say, Be not you discouraged because you are mean in

this world, for your spirits being suitable to that con-

dition God hsXh put you in, the Lord hath appointed

a kingdom for you, even the kingdom of heaven.

You cannot be great in this world, but you have very

much in the kingdom of heaven.

Now for that there are these several things to be

considered of in poor people, that are poor in this

world, yet godly, Luke .xii. 2I3-3L See what
Christ saith to them that are so outwardly poor, in

reference to this kingdom : ' And seek not ye what
ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink ; neither be ye of

doubtful minds.' What are the thoughts of poor
people, even of poor godly i>eople many times? ' AVliat

shall we eat, what shall we drink ?
' Hoav sliall I pro-

vide for my family ? But be not of doubtful minds.

Those that Christ spake to were in as hard a

condition I believe as almost any godly poor are

that hear me this day
;
yet be not troubled. Why

should we not seek for what we should eat and
drink, &c. '?

' For all these things do the nations of

the world seek after ; and your Father knoweth that

you have need of these things. But rather seek ye

the kingdom of God, and all these things shall be

added unto you. Fear not, little flock, for it is your
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.'

Look after the kingdom of Jesus Christ ; if you have
that, you have enough, and though you be a little

little Hock, yet it is your Father's pleasure to give yon
a kingdom. As if Christ should say, The considera-

tion of this, that your Father hath appointed a king-

dom for you, and doth give you a kingdom, should

quiet your hearts in all those straits that yon are

in, in respect of your poor condition. But now for

the particulars—that for the general, that the con-

sideration of the kingdom of heaven should support

all godly people who are in a poor estate, and whose
spirits are humbled in respect of their poverty ; but
particularly

—

First, Consider he that is the king of this kingdom
of heaven, he was poor himself

;
your king was poor.

You tell us of a kingdom of heaven, but we sufi'er

hard things in the meantime in this world. But you
sulfer not harder things in this world than the king
of this kingdom did, even Jesus Christ himself, that

was the great prince. The king of this kingdom that

you are translated into, he was poor in this world.
Now the consideration that the king himself is in a

poor condition, and hath no better supplies and com-
fort than we have, it is a very great supportment.
As now in an army, if the general should say to his

soldiers to encourage them. Go on, you have nothing
to drink but water; ay, but you have as good to drink

as your general. So Christ may well say. You that

are poor in spirit, what ! are you dejected because of

your poverty ? Why, are you poorer than I was ? It

may be you have a poor house
;
you know what is

said of Christ :
' The foxes have holes, and the birds

have nests, but the Son of man hath not whereon to

hide his head.' Christ had no house at all ; Christ

had not so good a house as you have, that was the

great king of heaven and earth. For your diet, that

seems to be poor and mean
;
you have not those full

dishes that others have. In John xxi. 5, Christ

comes to his disciples and saith, ' Children, have ye
any meat ?

' He doth not say, have you such and such
kind of dishes, but have you anything : yea, and this

was after his resurrection, after he had made an end
of suffering for sin. Oh remember that scripture !

Christ was content with anything ;
' Have you any

meat,' saith Christ. 2 Cor. viii. 9, ' He was made
poor,' saith the text, ' that he might make us rich.'

There was never a godly man that we read of was in

a poorer condition than Christ was, in many respects.

Now he that was your king, and is your king, he
subjected himself into such a poor condition. Be
comforted in this, ' yours is the kingdom of heaven.'

If you iniderstood what the kingdom of heaven
means, who is the king of this kingdom, and con-

sidered that his estate was so poor, it should take

awayyour murmuring thoughts against a poor estate.

' My kingdom is not of this world,' saith Christ

;

therefore, what though you have not the riches of

this world ; Christ himself had them not.

But, secondly, Consider this, Christ's poverty it

was to sanctify your poverty. Merely to consider that

our captain or king suffers as well as we, that is

somewhat ; but no poverty or suffering of a king or

captain can take away the curse of the sulTerings of

his subjects. Ay, but the poverty of Jesus Christ, the

heir of this kingdom, it was to take away the curse of

thy poverty, and to sanctify thy poverty. When thou
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heai'est thcat he was poor in this world, why, thou
mayest exercise thy faith : Lord, this was to sanctify

my poverty. Whenas indeed, otherwise, poverty in it-

self it is a curse, but those that are godly have the

curse taken away iu the poverty of Jesus Christ. As
the death of Jesus Christ did sanctify the death of

the godly. The sting of death is taken away by his

death ; so their poverty and all their afflictions are

sanctified by what poverty and afflictions that Christ

himself did endure; and therefore in this kingdom
you see what comfort and good there is to you.

Thirdly, This kingdom of heaven it is so ordered

out for the most part, that the poor in the world are

the subjects of this kingdom. The very consideration

of this is a mighty help to those that are outwardly

poor. I confess sometimes there are some rich mem
that are subjects : as in Mark xv. 43 ;

' An honourable

counsellor,' tliei'e it is said, 'waited for the kingdom of

God.' Great men sometimes are, but ordinarily it is

the poor that are the subjects of this kingdom.
Then, fourthly, The Lord hath so ordered things

that the great transactions of this kingdom of heaven
— that hath been opened unto you—hath been carried

on by those that are mean and ])oor, not by the great

ones of the world. The Lord Christ hath been very

little beholden to the great ones of the world for the

furthering of his kingdom.
Hence follows therefore, in the fifth place, That

poverty it is no hindrance to the highest degree in

this kingdom of heaven. Indeed, poverty it is a hin-

drauee to degrees in the honours of a worldly kingdom.

A poor man cannot expect to bear great offices in

the kingdoms of the world; but for the kingdom of

heaven the poor may, the poorest that is may, come
to as high degree as the richest that is. So that the

truth is, when you come to choose any officers that

concern the church, there should be no consider-

ation of men's estates. I confess when you come to

choose officers for the_ Ftat«, though perhaps a poor

man may be a wiser man than a man of estate, yet a

man of estate should be chosen rather than another

that is poor, because it is not so fit for a man that

hath no estate to have the dispose of all other men's

estates. But now when you come to the kingdom
of heaven, where there is nothing but spiritual power,

nothing but in a sjjiritual way wherein men are to

deal with consciences, and no way to deal with men's

estates nor outward liberty—the kingdom of heaven

concerns not the business of outward liberty or

estate, but merely to deal with men's consciences in

regard of their spiritual estates in reference tinto

heaven—I say now, whatever offices thei-e are in the

church, there should be no consideration of the

estates of men so as to downweigh the least grain

;

but if the poorest man have more godliness and un-

derstanding in the things of the kingdom of heaven,

he should rather be an officer there than any man
whatsoever that hath less understanding in the things

of the kingdom of heaven ; and therefore it is a car-

nal way to go after that manner when they come to

choose church-officers, then to tliink of the chief of

the parish whether he be godly or no. It is true, if

he were as godly and understanding as any other,

then for him as well as another ; but to make that to

be the sway of business, though there be not that

godliness nor understanding, I say this is to suit the

state of the kingdom of heaven to the world, whereas
those that are poor in that kingdom, they are capa-

ble of as high dignity thei'e as any whatsoever. And
that is a great help and comfort to godly poor people

that are partakers of the kingdom of heaven, they
have all the privileges of this kingdom ; they cannot
enjoy the privileges of a worldly kingdom so as

others do, but they may enjoy to the full the privi-

leges of this kingdom.
Sixthly, Even those that are outwardly poor, if

godly, they have right to all things in this world so

far as may be good for them. It is said of Abraham,
Esm. iv. 13, that he was 'theheii- of the world.' It is

spoken of Abraham as he was a behever. Now every
believer is a child of Abraham, and eveiy child of

Abraham doth inherit Abraham's blessing, and there-

fore every believer is heir of the woi'ld : ' All is yours,

and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's.' You will

say, Why have they not the world then in posses-

sion ? There may be right to all tilings, and yet not
possession, because they are not in a fit condition for

them ; all things are to work for their good, one
way or other. As ail the kingdoms of the world are

subject to Jesus Christ,—they are given up to him
for the furtherance of his kingdom,—so all the
things in the world are given up to the saints for the
furthering of their good, whose is the kingdom of

heaven.

Seventhlj', In this Idugdom ar-e spu'itual riches

that may countei-vail to the full, and are infinitely

good beyond all outward riches. Thou thinkest if

the state would give thee so much, thou wouldst be a
happy man. Oh, that were a carnal heart, to prize

more the riches of the world than the things of the
kingdom of heaven ! The things of the kingdom of
heaven make thee rich in faith, rich in holmess, rich

in the promises, rich in thy reference to God and
Christ, and rich in the enjoyments of the Holy
Ghost and his gifts and graces. Now these things
are in an alxmdant manner communicated in the
kingakm of the Messias, more than they were in the
times of the law. Indeed it was a greater evil to be a
poor man then than now. Why? Because then there
was not such a plentiful measure of spiritual riches

communicated from God ; but it was reserved to the
coming of the Messias that there should be suck
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spiritual riches let forth and communicated. God
indeed to some few did communicate his spiritual

riches then, and there -were some eminent godly

people in the times of the law, such as Abraham and
David ; but ordinarily they were very scanty in regard

of the communications of spiritual things now ; and
the reason was, the Lord reserved those spiritual

riches to the Messias' coming into the world, and
hence it was that God was more indulgent in the

times of the law for their outward estates. We read

there, that if they did but wallv in ways of obedience to

God, they were for the most part abundantly blessed

in outward tilings more than he doth now, because

that now is the time of communication of spiritual

riches. If thou hadst lived in the times of the law,

it is very like that thou wouldst not have been so

poor ; but then, on the other side, it is not like that

thou wouldst have had such grace as now thou hast,

such manifestations of God to thy soul as now thou

hast ; and therefore it is well with thee that thou art

in the kingdom of heaven, where there is such com-
munications of such spiritual riches.

And then from all these, in the eighth place, follows.

That hence the great temptations that those that are

poor people are troubled withal, may from the con-

sideration of the blessing of the kingdom be taken

away. What are they? you will say. There are three

great temptations which those that are poor people

and are godly have ; the devil comes against them with
very sore temptations, that such as have estates are

not so much troubled withal.

As, first, I am afraid that God goes out against

me, and doth not bless me in anything that I go

about ; and so they are afraid, and under great bond-

age. But that hath been answered already.

The second is, I am in a poor condition, and there-

fore despised. No ; thou art a king, thou art translated

into the kingdom of his dear Son ; thou hast part fn

liis kingdom, and art a king together with himself.

And therefore listen not to that temptation that rises

from contempt and being despised. Doth not the

world regard thee ? the Lord God hath a high respect

to thee, for he hath given thee a kingdom.
And then a third temptation is, They are useless

in tlie world. Nay, this text will answer this tempta-

tion, Thine is the kingdom. And as you heard, the

Lord Christ doth carry on the great design of his

kingdom by those that are poor ; and therefore be not

troubled because of thy uselessness in the world. And
that is the eighth support of those that are outwardly

poor, and poor in spirit suitable to their outward
poverty.

The ninth is this, That at last those that are poor

and godly, yet they shall possess all things ; and I

find scripture for it, Eev. xxi. 7. Let men think

what they will of such an assertion as this, yet by

comparing one thing with another, it cannot speak of

the glory that there shall be in the highest heaven,

but of another glory :
' He that overcometh shall in-

herit all things ; and I will be his God, and he shall

be my son.' There is a time that he shall have all,

and honour certainly he shall have enough. In Zech.

ix. 16, he speaks there of the kingdom of Christ;

and we have there an excellent expression of the

honour that God will put upon his saints—'And
the Lord their God shall save them in that day as the

flock of his people : for they shall be as the stones

of a crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his land.' It

is a promise that respects all the saints. That there

is a time a-coming that they shall be as the precious

stones in a king's crown, that are lifted up—that is,

that they shall be honoured among all people how-
soever they are despised now. And in Mat. xiii. 43,

there Christ tells what his saints shall be in his

kingdom :
' Then shall the righteous,' speaking of

the time of his kingdom, ' shine forth as the sun in

the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to

hear, let him hear.' There is a time coming when
poor people that are clothed with rags, and are very

despicable in the eyes of the world, shall shine then
as bright as the sun. Dost thou see the sun in the

firmament ? That poor body of thine that wants food

and raiment shall within a while shine as bright as

the sun in the firmament. And for possession of the

things that are in the world, compare those two
scriptures together : in Mat. xix. 29, ' And every

one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters,

or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands,

for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and
shall inherit everlasting life.' So that he doth not
speak of being rewarded in heaven for it ; for that is

beside, besides his everlasting life he shall receive an
hundredfold. But, you will say, I find in another
gospel that the hundredfold it is spoken of with the

addition of persecution—in !Mark x. 30. Though
there be the addition of persecution, you shall find

the promise more large, for ' He shall receive an
hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren,

and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands.'

You will say, He shall receive an hundredfold—that

is, he shall have grace, that is as much worth as a
hundred times his lands. Nay, you see the Holy
Ghost doth mention the particulars, of liouses, and
lands, &c. But, you will say, there is one pas-

sage that seems to spoil all—he shall in this time re-

ceive houses and lands, and the like, but with perse-

cution, and in the world to come eternal life. It

shall be with persecution, so that this speaks of a
time when they shall be persecuted. Now how can
these two stand together ? Therefore, for the answer
to that, I do verily think that this is a true answer
to it, that this that is translated in your book ivith
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persecution, those that understand the original

know that it is ^sra, it doth not always signify with,

but afte): I could give you divers places where the

word /j-iTo. signifies after as well as with ; as in Mark
viii. 31, ' And he began to teach them, that the Son
of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the

elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be

killed, and after three days rise again.' There it is .aera,

the very same word, and it must of necessity be trans-

lated after. So that you may by the same warrant

that here it is translated after three days he shall rise

again, so translate the other, that he shall receive

houses and lauds, &c., a hundredfold cfter he hath
endured persecution. Now to determine in what
way, or how, or when the Lord will fulfil this, it is

very hard to do. You know the fulfiUing of pro-

phecies is the best interpretation of them ; but to me
it seems to be very clear that the Scripture doth hold

forth this, that it is part of the kingdom of Jesus

Christ, that he will bring his people in time to enjoy

whatsoever good things there are to be enjoyed here
;

for the reward of God stands in a spiritual way—not

in a sensual way, as some have dreamed of, but in a

spiritual and holy way. And this is the blessing of

those that are poor in respect of theu' outward estates,

and have spirits suitable.

Now there are many that are troubled in respect

of the mean parts that they have
;
yet they having

spirits suitable to their mean parts, and willing to

honour God in them, theirs is the kingdom of heaven

also. But now I will for the present leave them,
and speak to the third, and that is those that are

poor in grace.

As, first. Thou hast but a little grace, and art very

poor and mean, and this troubles thee, yet blessed art

thou. For,

Fh'st, Thou art translated from the power of dark-

ness by that little grace thou hast, and so art trans-

lated into the kingdom of heaven: Col. i. 13, 'Who
hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and
hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.'

Though there be a great deal of darkness in thy

mind, yet the power of darkness is taken away, and
so thou art brought into the kingdom of his dear Son.

And in Mat. xii. 28, where Christ makes that a fruit

of casting out the devU- The devils were cast out
Why ? Because the kingdom of God is come :

' But
if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the

kingdom of God is come unto you.' When the king-

dom of the IMessias came, then the devils were cast

out of possession. You never read concerning the

casting out of devils till the Messias came into the

world ; which was to shew us that it was reserved to

Jesus Christ for to manifest his power over the king-

dom of Satan ; and it was a sign that the kingdom
of God was come, because the devils were cast out.

So then the kingdom of heaven is come to thy soul,

if the devil can reign no more. Certainly the devils

had their reign in thy soul before thou wert translated

into the kingdom of his dear Son ; and thou mayest
be sure now that thou shalt never be under the power
of darkness—that the devil shall never reign in thee

—because the kingdom of God is come to thee. Thou
art one under the kingdom of Jesus Christ. The
devil is the king of tliis world. The devil rules in the

air, and in the children of disobedience, but the devils

have nothing to do to rule in the children of the king-
dom ; those that have got out of the kingdom of the

world into the kingdom of Jesus Christ the devils

have no further power. It may be, when thou art

melancholy or in the dark, thou mayest have appre-
hension of devils ; but certainly all those that have in

them but the least drachm of grace, though they are

never so poor, yet theirs is the kingdom of heaven—

•

that is, the kingdom of God is come to them that

hath cast out all the power of the devil. Thou wert
a captive slave to the devil before thou camest into

this kingdom, but now thou art delivered from aU the

power of the devil.

Secondly, The meanness of any one's parts cannot
hinder them from understanding the highest things

in the kingdom of heaven, for it doth not depend
upon parts at all. Nay, we know that usually those

are chosen that have mean parts, to confound the
wisdom of the world ; and such as have very mean
parts may have more understanding in the things of

the kingdom of heaven than the gi'eatest Eabbis in the

world.

And then, thirdly, which is an admirable help to

them that are sensible of their little grace. Why,
thou art not now to answer for any of thy miscar-

riages in the court of divine justice, for thou art got

into the kingdom of heaven. If thou wert in the

kingdom of God's power only as he is Creator, there

thou art to answer for all thy offences in the court of

God's justice. But now being translated into the

kingdom of his dear Son, thou art to answer for all

thy miscarriages there, and not to be hauled before

the court of divine justice ; and that is a mighty help

to those that are poor in grace, to consider of this

thing ; and this is the privilege of one in this king-

dom.
Fourthly, Christ himself, thy king, he is thy judge

and thy advocate. Oh, it is a blessed thing to be in

such a kingdom, especially if a man knows that he
is obnoxious many ways. thou that art poor in

grace, and yet art in the kingdom of heaven, know
that Jesus Christ, thy king, is to be thy judge, to cast

thee for thy eternal estate. He is likewise to be
thine advocate, to plead for thee ; and therefore it is

not the poverty of thy grace that should daunt thy

heart, or cause thee to sink.
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Fifthly, The righteousness of this thy king is thy

righteousness, if thou comest into tliis kingdom. In

1 Cor. i. 30, ' He is made of God to us wisdom and

righteousness, sanctification and redemption.' When
- thou comest into the kingdom of the Messiah, here

thou liait a privilege that no subject can have in any

kingdom in the world. There may be subjects in

other kingdoms that may have good kings, but the

goodness of their king is not their goodness. But
thou art in that kingdom that hath a perfect right-

eous king, and the righteousness of that king is thy

righteousness. Thou art poor, and thy corruptions

doth overcome thee. Oh, but blessed art thou for

all that, being poor in spirit, for thou art come into

that kingdom wherein thou hast the righteousness

of the king to be thy righteousness. That is the

fifth comfort of being in this kingdom.

Sixthly, The wisdom likewise of thy king it is

thine. Jesus Christ thy king he hath all the treasures

of wisdom and knowledge in him. He is made unto

us wisdom ; therefore let not the meanness of thy

parts discourage thee.

The seventh is this, If thou beest come into this

kingdom, then that little grace that thou hast, be it

never so little, yet thou shalt be sure that that grace

shall be upheld to eternity. For it is a special part

of the glory of the kingly power of Jesus Christ to

uphold the graces that are in the hearts of his people ;

and this doth make them to be of more certain durance

than all the grace that Adam had in innocenoy.

Adam had perfection in his state of innocenoy. Now
thou art weak and poor, and art ready to think, if he
fell, thou shalt fall much more. It is true, if thou

wert left to that kingdom that Adam was in, it might

be so ; but thou being brought into this kingdom of

heaven, the power of Christ, thy king, it is to be

exercised in upholding that little little grace thou

hast. In 2 Tim. you have a place that is very

sweet that way: chap. iv. 18, 'And the Lord,' saith

the text, ' shall deliver me from every evil work, and
will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom : to whom
be glory for ever and ever.' As if he should say. The
Lord hath already brought me into the possession of

the kingdom of heaven, and certainly he must pre-

serve me till I come to the full enjoyment of it.

Thou art afraid of such and such temptations, that

they will prevail over thee ; but be of good comfort,

it concerns the kingly power of Christ to preserve

that little grace thou hast to his heavenly kingdom.
It is in thy case here just as it was with David

;
you

know after David was anointed, oh how he was
persecuted by Saul ! insomuch as he saith, I shall

perish one day by the hand of Saul. But if he had
had faith to have believed the promise that was made
him, he would never have so reasoned. Just thus

do many poor souls say which are anointed to this

heavenly kingdom—they say. Certainly I shall perish

by the hand of this corruption. Know thou art an
anointed one, and it concerns the power of Jesus

Christ to uphold that little grace thou hast. And this

is another benefit and fruit of this kingdom.

And then, in the eighth place. Know that being

brought under this kingdom, though thy grace be

poor, yet thou art as perfectly justified before God as

ever was Abraham, Isaac, or Jacob ; as ever was
David, Paul, or Peter, or the strongest saints in the

world. Thy grace in respect of thy sanctification is

poor, but thy grace in thy justification it is as rich

and glorious in this kingdom, as the grace in the jus-

tification of any saint that ever lived upon the face of

the earth. And indeed this may be said to be the

fruit of this kingdom of heaven. In the times of the

law this was very little manifested ; it being such a

great treasury of the goodness of God, it was reserved

to be opened when the Jlessias was to come into the

world. There was this treasury before ; but this

treasury of justification that now I am speaking of, I

say, the opening of it, it was reserved to the coming
of the Messiah. And the Messiah he is come to open

this rich treasury of justification, and to tell all poor

in spirit, that are troubled for the poverty of grace

that they have, that howsoever they are poor in re-

spect of their sanctification, yet they are as perfectly

justified as ever any godly man was. Now is not here

a blessedness, to be a member of the kingdom of

heaven ? Oh, methinks this should mightily set the

hearts of men and women a-work in seeking after the

kingdom of heaven !

Ninthly, Know that the right of thine inheritance

in this kingdom, yea, the very peace and joy of this

kingdom, it is not forfeited by thy failings. In
Rom. xiv. 1 7,

' The kingdom of God it is righteous-

ness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.' So long as

thou art in this kingdom, thou hast righteousness

and peace, and thou hast matter of joy.

And then, in the tenth place, Certainly thou shalt

be perfect ere long. Judgment shall return unto
victory. There will be a treading down Satan under
thy feet shortly, and all imperfections shall be swal-

lowed up with perfection ; thou hast the seeds in thee

now which shall come to perfection. Thou art weak
now, and dost not love God as thou wouldst. Why,
thou shalt love, and dehght in, and glorify and fear

God ere long as much as thou wilt.

Yet further, in the eleventh place, There is this for

the support of such as are poor in grace, that all the

ordinances in this kingdom do belong to them, and
whatever good is in them, and they ought not to be
deprived of them, if there be anything of the grace of

Christ in them. Indeed, let men take heed how they
come into this kingdom. If I had time I should
have spoken a word or two to that, for any man to
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challenge the benefit of this kingdom that hath no
grace at all ; but one that is poor in grace must not

say, Because I am poor in grace I am afraid to come
to the ordinances, or afraid to pray. Oh no ; thou

sbouldst the rather come, for all the ordinances are

thine, thine is the kingdom of heaven. And there-

fore, whensoever thou lookest upon any ordinance of

the word and sacrament, thou mayest think, Well,

this is that ordinance that Jesus Christ hath ap-

pointed for the building up of my soul, and for the

strengthening of ray grace. And therefore come to

it in such a way as that that is appointed for the

strengthening of thy grace.

Twelfthly, By coming into this kingdom thou
comest to have free-trading to heaven. Men now
that live in the city, they have free-trading to divers

parts of the world that others have not : so those

that remain in the world, and are yet in their natural

estates, they are such as are banished from the pre-

sence of the Lord ; they have not the free-trading to

heaven for grace, comfort, happiness, and glory, as

the saints now when they are come into this king-

dom. Thou through Jesus Christ mayest trade to

heaven every day, and hast a privilege and right

unto it, and so to enrich thyself in heaven. What
though thou beest poor ; when the trade is open for

heaven, why shouklst thou be discouraged with the

little grace that thou hast ? Oh blessed art thou,

thou hast that privilege of this kingdom.
The last thing that I shall speak of now is, That

in this kingdom the Spirit is shed abroad in a great

deal more abundance than it was heretofore. Be
not discouraged, thou dost not find yet such a work
of grace in thy heart but thou art in such a condition

wherein the Spirit of God is to be communicated in

a far more abundant manner than in the time of the

law. Indeed, in the time of the law David and such

as were to be employed in public work might
expect it ; but though thou beest not employed in any
pubKe work, yet thou mayest expect to come to be

glorious in grace here in this world. So we have the

promise, ' That the feeble shall be as David, and
those of the house of David should be as the angel

of the Lord.' There is a time when the gifts of the

saints shall be raised, and they shall have clearer and
further understanding in the mysteries of godliness

than ever formerly. And one great thing that doth
hinder the growth of grace in those that are thus

poor in spuit, it is because they have not faith to act

upon the promises that are made for the shedding

abroad of the Spirit m the times of the Messiah :
' If

evil men know how to give good things to them that

ask them, much more will the Lord give his Spirit to

those that ask him.' And the consideration of these

things is a mighty help to such as are poor in spirit,

to shew their blessedness. And that that will bind
up all these is this, that in this kingdom of heaven
the Lord would have his people delivered from the

spirit of bondage. As there is a spirit of bondage, so

there is a spirit of adoption, a free spirit to come
into God's presence. The Lord would not have his

people to be afraid of his presence, but would have
them all to look upon themselves—I mean all such
as are apprehensive of their spiritual poverty—yet to

look upon themselves as 'the children of this king-
dom, and to come with freedom of spirit before their

Father. And now, my brethren, I have been shew-
ing you the blessedness of those that are poor in

spirit. I would to God I had spoken to none
but such as are poor in spirit. I confess such
points as these would make one fear and tremble

to treat of, especially in these wanton times ; how-
soever, children must not lose their bread. But now
if there be but one poor in spirit that should have
benefit by it, though there should be a thousand
hardened, yet God will accept of that ; and in the

meantime, therefore, you that are of poor spirits and
truly humbled before God, do but consider what your
comfort cost. It may be they cost the hardening of

many hundreds in this congregation to speak of such

a thing : saith God, let it cost the hardening of them,

yet your comfort is so dear to me that I would have
it notwithstanding. Oh, therefore take these things

and make use of them for the furtherance of your
sanctification. We have a very notable scripture for

that, to make men to take heed of the abuse of these

things, in Heb. xii., 'We receiving a kingdom which
cannot be moved.' What then ? Shall we take liberty

andjive loosely ? No, saith he, ' Therefore let us have
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with
reverence and godly fear.' He makes this use of it,

therefore what ?—therefore let us be wanton ? No
;

but let us ' serve him with reverence and godly fear,

for even our God is a consuming fire.' And in 1

Thes. ii. 12, 'That ye would walk worthy of God,
who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.'

Walk as those that are partakers of the king-

dom of heaven, walk above the world ; let there

not appear to be sueh base and low spmts in you
as there are in the men of the world, but walk
worthy of that kingdom which the Lord hath called

you to.
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SERMON VI.

GODLY MOURNEES SHALL BE COMFORTED.

' Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall he comforted.'—Mat. v. 4.

The last day, you may remember, we spake of the

first beatitude, the blessedness of the poor in spirit

;

and that wherein Christ saith their blessedness con-

sists, 'theirs is the kingdom of heaven.' We have
opened what the meaning of the kingdom of heaven
is, not vmderstanding it to be meant only that when
they die they shall go to heaven, though it is true

that they shall do so, yet the main scope of Christ

here is to shew that even the poor in spirit shall have
the good things of the state of the Messias. The
Messias being come into the world, and erecting a

new kingdom here in the world different from what
Vi'as before, the poor in spirit shall be made partakers

of that kingdom with all the privileges of it. I shall

not look back to open further the privileges of that

kingdom, only the main scope of the last sermon was
to apply this to the poor in spirit, and to shew what
blessedness those that are poor in spirit have
from this kingdom. The Lord hath chosen the

poor in this world that they might be partakers of

the kingdom of heaven. And therefore it is a great

encouragement to the ministers of the gospel to preach
the kingdom of heaven to congregations that have
many poor ; and I would to God that the poor of

this congregation might be got to hear of the blessings

of the kingdom of heaven. I should have as great

hopes to do good to this place as in any jjlace in the

kingdom, if the poor in this place might be brought
to hear the gospel ; for the very gospel itself is called

the kingdom of heaven, because it doth reveal the

great tilings of the kingdom of the Messias. Therefore,

you that are poor and do come, be encouraged to

come, and do you encourage all your poor neighbours

and friends, and tell them that though they be never

so poor, yet if their spirits be poor and humble
according to their poverty, the kingdom of heaven is

open for them like\Yise; and tell them what you have
lieard of the kingdom of heaven out of the gospel,

what blessed things there are there ; and then there

may be a great deal of hope that God intends to

bring many in this congregation to this his blessed

kingdom.

The preaching of the gospel is compared to the

casting of a net, and it is compared to it under this

title, the kingdom of heaven. We have a great sea

here to cast in, but those people that I would most
gladly cast the net upon, I am afraid seldom do come
within the comjoass of the net—I mean the poorest

and meanest. Oh you that are rich, and are men in

place, take some course to bring in the poor that they

may come into this net, that when we come to cast

the net—that is, the preaching of the gospel—that

that may be as the kingdom of heaven to them.
And you that are young ones, do you hearken after

the things of the kingdom of heaven, and ask ques-

tions about it ; when you come home, ask your
parents and governors what is the meaning of that

of the kingdom of heaven, that poor people may come
to be made kings and priests unto God. And the

rather have we encouragement to speak to young
ones that they should be inquiring, because we find

that as soon as ever the kingdom of heaven began to

be known, young ones were very earnest about it,

and were very much affected with this kingdom of

heaven. Compare those two places of Scripture,

Mark xi. 9, 10 with Mat. xxi. 15, and there you shall

find that the children and young ones were crying
' Hosanna to the Son of David.' ' And when the

chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things

that he did, and the children crying in the temple,

and saying, ' Hosanna to the Son of David, they
were sore displeased.' Compare this now with
Mark xi. 9, 10, ' And they that went before, and
they that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna ; Blessed

is he that cometh in the name of the Lord : blessed

be the kingdom of our father David, that cometh
in the name of the Lord : Hosanna to the highest.'

They cried Hosanna to the highest, because of

the kingdom of the Messias that was coming. Now
it is said that the chief priests and scribes were
troubled at it. Carnal hearts may be troubled to see

young ones so forward in the way of the kingdom ; but
the Lord stirred up these to be affected with the

kingdom of the Messias, and Chiist doth justify them.
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And Jesus said unto them, ' Have ye never read, Out
of the mouths of babes and suckhngs thou hast per-

fected praise ?
' This is for the honour of Jesus Christ

that young ones shall cry Hosanna, &c. And all that

hath been said about the blessedness of the poor
should teach us to have high esteem of those that are

poor in spirit ; though they are contemned by the

world, yet do not you contemn them. Blessed is he
that considereth of these poor. And in James ii. 5
it is said, ' That God hath chosen the poor in this

vporld to be rich in faith. Hearken, my beloved

brethren,' as a thing of admiration, ' Hath not God
chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs

of the kingdom which he hath promised to them
that love him. But ye have despised the poor.'

Take heed that this charge be not upon you to despise

any of Christ's httle ones. Those that are poor in

spirit, they are liighly esteemed by Jesus Christ,

therefore let them not be slighted by you. There are

many things further about this, but we wiU leave

what further may be said about that that is promised
to the poor, namely, the kingdom of heaven.

We come now to the second beatitude.

'Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be
comforted.'

We find that Luke cites it in another way, and divers

copies have it different. You shall find two or three

blessednesses set in a different order there. But for

the thing itself, it is one of the strangest paradoxes in

the world ;
' Blessed are those that mourn.' Of all

affections, the affection of sorrow nature is least be-

holding to ; it doth the least good to nature. Nature
gets something by the affection of love, and the

affection of joy, and the affection of desire, and of

hope, and somewhat by fear ; but sorrow is that that

weakens nature, and yet Christ doth fall upon this
;

saith he, ' Blessed are they that mourn.' It is more
than blessed are they that are sorrowful : so Chrysos-

tom upon this place. He doth not say. Blessed are

those that grieve, but ' Blessed are those that mourn.'

For the word that is here translated mourn, signifies

an exceeding great mourning. The mourning that

there is at the death of friends, when any buries an
intimate friend, a dear child, or a dear kinsman, what
mourning is there in the view of the world ! But,

saith Christ, Blessed are you then ; if you be godly

and my disciples, you are blessed in that mourning,
though your mourning be the greatest mourning in

the world. And it is in the present tense, ' you that

mourn,' noting the continuance of it. Though you
mourn constantly, though you be brought into a

mournful condition, and so do live in it all the days

of your lives, yet blessed are you that mourn. The
world is altogether for jollity and bravery. Oh,
blessed are they that are merry, that can jdiink wine
in bowls, and crown themselves with rosebuds, and

chant to the viol, and invent instruments of music
like David ! They are accounted the blessed men in

the world. But we see the judgment of Christ is

quite contrary, ' Blessed are they that mourn.' They
that mourn ; surely not all they that mourn are

blessed.

First, There is a foolish mourning, in which men
and women are not blessed—that is, they mourn
they know not for what. This is no blessedness, but
folly.

Secondly, A natural mourning ; when there is a
mourning merely because nature is pinched, and some
evil hath befallen it, and you go no further. This
hath not a blessedness in it.

Thirdly, A worldly mourning ; worldly sorrow
causes death ; to mourn for the loss of worldly
things, as the great and the chief loss of all. This ia

not blessed, it causeth death ; and,

Fourthly, An envious mourning ; when men mourn
and are grieved for the good of others. Surely this

is not blessed, but cursed.

And there is, further, a devilish mourning ; when
men and women mourn tliat they cannot have oppor-
tunity to satisfy their lusts.

And lastly. There is a hellish, desperate mourning
;

when men and women mourn in despair. This is

hellish, and not blessed. These mourners are not
blessed.

But who then ? Tliose that mourn—that is, such
as being by the providence of God brought into a
mournful condition, either by way of testimony to

any truth of God, that they are deprived of many
comforts in this world that others have, or by any
afflicting hand of God are brought into a sad condi-

tion, and their hearts are brought under to yield to

God's hand, and to sanctify his name in those his

dealings with them ; these are blessed. For so you
must clear that expression that we have in the verse

before, ' Blessed are the poor ;' not all poor, but the

poor in spirit. So, ' Blessed are they that mourn '

—

that is, they that mourn in spirit likewise ; whose
spirits are brought in subjection to God, to honour
God in that mournful condition in which they are

;

whose condition cannot be so low, but their hearts

are lower than their condition. These are blessed,

but especially these who set the object of their mourn-
ing right ; who mourn for sin as the greatest evil

;

who mourn not only for their own sins, but for the

sins of others, that God is so little honoured in the

world
;
yea, who take to heart the afflictions of the

church, mourning not only for their own afflictions,

but for the afflictions of the church. Blessed are these

that mourn.
And then all those that mourn in a gracious way.
You will say. When doth one mourn in a gracious

way and manner ?
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First, When any evil is upon one the heart doth

freely yield itself up to God, to honour God in such

a condition as God hath put it into ; not to do it by

force, but freely.

And then, secondly. Those whose mourning hath

the exercise of grace, in order to regulate their

mourning ; when the mournings of men and women
are under the command of grace, of faith, of love, and

of hope, not mourning as those without hope ; when

grace can command mourning, and can say to those

waves of sorrow, hitherto shall ye go, and no further.

Thirdly, When in mourning the heart mourns

after God; there is such a comfort that is taken

away from me, either in way of testimony to God's

truth, or in way of providential afflicting of me ; but

the thing that I mourn for, it is not so much be-

cause the comfort is gone, but because I am deprived

of some good that might help me forward towards

God, wherein I might be some way furthered in the

way of God. And so the soul mourns after God, in

the mourning for any affliction that is upon it.

Fourthly, When those that mourn have great care

to do the work of their mourning condition ; that is

a special thing to be considered of in the blessedness

of mourning. One that mourns so as he hath care

to do the work of that mourning condition ; to con-

sider, God hath put me into this mourning condition,

and what is the duty that God requires of me in

this mourning condition in which God hath set me ?

Men and women ordinarily are solicitous about their

afflictions, and their thoughts are altogether poring

upon their afflictions. But now a gracious mourning

causes the soul to be solicitous about the work.

What is the work of this condition that God hath

put me now to ? It is not a sullen mourning, but

a mourning that hath much activeness in it and stir-

ring. The heart is travailing; for so in John xvi., about

the middle, it is comjxared to a woman in travail.

' You shall mourn,' saith Christ ; but there is promise

of comfort :
' Verily, verily, I say unto you, Ye shall

weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice ; and ye

shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned

into joy. A woman when she is in travail hath

sorrow, because her hour is come ; but as soon as she

is delivered of the child, then she remembereth no

more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into

the world :
' hereby intimating that the mourning of

the saints should be like the sorrow of a woman in

travail ; but some good should come of it. And this

is a very useful meditation for us, when at any time

we find our hearts much pressed with sorrow, we
should consider. But what am I travailing about ; I

can never have comfort in my mourning, except I

bring forth something in my sorrow. And though

the Lord should keep them mourning thus all days

of their lives, yet they are blessed.

For they shall be comforted ; comfort will come.

Now the ground of the blessedness ariseth, first, from '

the mourning itself; secondly, from the promise.

Surely it is a blessed thing to be such a mourner.

First, Because that the lower our hearts are in our

subjection to God in this mournful condition, the

higher are our respects to God that brings us into

this condition. The Lord brings his people into a

mournful condition. Now the lower their hearts are

in their subjection to God, the higher are their re-

spects that they do shew unto God. There is a

great deal of grace exercised in a gracious mourn-

ing.

Secondly, A mourning condition, when it is ordered

by grace, it is a means of much good in the soul ; it

is that that takes away the rankness in the hearts of

men. There is a rankness in all men's hearts naturally

;

especially if they enjoy contentment to the flesh, their

lusts will grow very rank. As weeds grow very rank

in summer time, now in the winter the frost nips the

weeds and keeps them under ; but if it be a long frost

it kills them. And so doth a mournful condition ; if

it be sanctified, it kills the vermin, it kills our lusts,

and is a special means of mortification in the soul

;

and therefore blessed are they that do mourn, and
carry themselves graciously in a mourning condition.

Thirdly, It is that that delivers from many tempta-

tions. You think tliat jollity and bravery is the

only luippy life, but know there are a great many
more temptations in that life than in a mournful
condition. It is true, there are temptations in a

mournful co]idition : there are temptations to despair,

—but that is grievous to nature,—or to shift for

themselves in some unlawful way. But now the

temptations in a jolly condition : it is very suitable

to a man's nature, and therefore more dangerous

;

and therefore blessed are they that are kept in a

mournful condition, if God gives them hearts to sanc-

tify his name in it.

Fourthly, They are blessed that are in a mournful
condition, because God hath chosen for them that

mourning condition in the most seasonable time.

You know when a man is sick, then bitter things

are more seasonable than sweet. Now we are all

sickly poor creatures, and it is a great mercy of God
in this time of our lives to choose for us a mournful
condition— bitter things rather than sweet and
luscious things. And if God doth subdue thy heart,

so that thou canst be willing to take this, blessed art

thou ; for thou dost now mourn when it is most
seasonable to mourn. A mournful state it is a

seasonable state for men, considering what conditions

we are here in, in this world. Thou wouldst be
choosing of jollity, just like a poor sick man that

would be choosing of sweetmeats ; but blessed art

thou that art willing to be under the choice of God.
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FLftUy, And then especially liere in tliis text, be-

cause they shall be comforted ; it is but to make the

comforts sweeter unto thee when they do come. The
Lord is but working of thy soul to his own will, and
working thee to a greater comfort. You loiow that

when a man would build a structure, a stately build-

ing, the stones that he intends principally to build

withal are hacked and hewn, that so they may be

comely and fit for his building; but as for other

stones, they are not regarded as those that are thus

polished which he intends to lay. So it is an argu-

ment that the Lord hath great things for thee, great

comforts for thee ; he is now preparing thee in this

thy mournful condition for great comforts. Thou
shalt be comforted.

For, first. There is a time coming when all tears

shall be wiped from thine eyes. Do but read Eev. vii.,

from the 14th verse to the eud, and there you shall

find what is said to the people of God that are

brought up in a mournful condition in this world.

And as all tears shall be wiped from thine eyes, so

thou shalt have the fruit of all the promises. It is

hard to look over the many promises, Isa. xxxv. 10,

and li. 3, with many others which we must not

stand to read unto you, but these, and as you read

along the book of God you shall find many the like

:

and among many other promises that promise of

Christ's coming again, in John xvi. 20, that is made
as the great comfort, when Christ tells them that

thougli they did weep and lament now, yet they

should be comforted. Vfhj, I will come again saith

Christ. They should have the enjoyment of Jesus

Christ, and all the good things that Christ hath pur-

chased by his blood shall be theirs ; sui'ely thou shalt

then be comforted. Jesus Christ pleads, Lord, what-
soever good all my sufferings hath purchased, let this

soul be made partaker of. Surely if thou comest ever

to be made partaker of all that good that Jesus

Christ hath purchased by his blood thou shalt want
no comfort.

And all thy comfort shall be proportionable to thy

sorrow ; as it is said of the whore of Babylon, so much
as her pleasure hath been, so much torment give her.

So, on the contrary, so much sorrow as thou hast had
for my name's sake, so much joy and comfort shalt

thou have, and that in a proportionable way. Christ

hath many mansions in his Father's house. And he
hath comforts in a proportionable way to all thy
sorrow and mourning. It may be if thou hadst a

more comfortable life in this world thou mightst

have less comfort reserved for thee hereafter.

They shall be comforted.

But when, when shall they be comforted ?

When ? Why, they shall be comforted when the

wicked shall be sorrowful In Isa. Ixv. 1 3, where there

is set forth the different condition of the saints, and

the wicked and ungodly, ' Therefore thus saith the
Lord God, Behold, my servants shall eat, but ye shall

be hungry : behold, my servants shall drink, but ye
shall be thirsty : behold, my servants shall rejoice,

but ye shall be ashamed : behold, my servants shall

sing for joy of heart, but ye shall cry for sorrow of

heart, and shall howl for vexation of spirit.' Then
shall you have comfort when the ungodly shall be
ashamed.

And then, secondly, You shaU be comforted ; there
is a time when the Lord will communicate unto you
the choicest of his mercies. Now the Lord com-
municates himself, but in a very small and little way
in comparison to what he doth intend. This time
of a man's life is not the time of comfort. You
know what Abraham said to Dives : Son, remember
that in thy lifetime thou hadst thy good things, thy
joys, thy comforts, and Lazarus had his evil things,

he had sorrow and grief. It is not best, my brethren,
for us to seek to have our comforts and portions in

this lifetime, because this is not the time for God to

communicate the choice of his mercy, but it is a great
deal better that our comforts should be reserved to

that time when God shall open the rich treasury of

his mercy. All the things of this ^vorld are but the
giving a few crumbs. I remember Luther saith

to the whole Turkish empire, ' It is only a crumb of

bread that the great Master of the house doth cast

unto dogs.' They have but their crumbs here ; but
there is a time when God will deal out the choice of
his mercies ; he will open all the treasures of his

grace, and communicate them unto his saints. ' They
shall be comforted.'

And then we shall be comforted when we shall be
more capable of comfort than now we are, and then
to be comforted it is the best. ' Blessed are they that

mourn, they shall be comforted.' And this comfort
that the mourners shall have.

Shall be, first, a pure comfort. We have something
that is s\yeet, but there is a great deal of mixtui'e

with our sweet. There is little sweet that we have
but there is some poison or other ; but this will be a
pure comfort, free from danger, free from the mix-
ture of trouble or danger.

And then they are spiritual comforts. Spiritual—by
that I mean, not only that it shall be a soul comfort
and not a carnal sensual comfort, as the comforts of

most men in the world are ; but that is not that I

mean, especially when I say spiritual comforts, but
by that I mean this : that their comforts shall come
more firstly in their souls, and so they shall have
comfort to their bodies by way of the eradiation, as

I may so say, of the comfort that they shall have to

their souls. The comforts that we now have comes
first to the outward man, and so our hearts are com-
forted by the sympathy with the body ; but now the
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comforts of the saints shall be firstly in their souls,

and come from the soul to the body.
Secondly, Divine comforts they are that they shall

have—that is, all comfort is from God one way or

other, but from God more immediately. Here we
have our comforts at second or third or fourth hand,
but now there shall be comfort that shali be from
God more immediately. And such comforts as are

from the very nature of God himself—that is, such
comfort as God is comforted in, such joy as God
joys in, and God joys with them in it. It may be
thou hast money, and canst go into a tavern, and
drink and play, and thou rejoicest in it ; but doth
God rejoice in this ? Is it any joy to God to have
wine, good cheer, laughing and playing ? But now
the consolations that Christ promises here are the
consolations of the Almighty. None of the saints

that have true comfort even now in this world in

some degree, but if their comfort be holy and gra-
cious, the Lord rejoices in their rejoicing ; there is joy

in heaven, even in tlie heart of God, that joins with
the joy that is in thy heart. And there is no com-
fort should satisfy a heart that hath communion with
God, but such comfort wherein I may have some
evidence that when my heart rejoices I know the
heart of God rejoices in this my joy. Ask this ques-
tion of your souls in the midst of your joy : I have
a great deal of joy, but doth the heart of God re-

joice in this my joy ? Such are the comforts of the
saints.

Thirdly, It is a full comfort, 'Ask and you shall

have, that your joy may be full.' What a low kind
of expression would this be, Blessed is a man that is

sick, for he shall have health : this were a poor kind
of expression, because health is but by taking away
the evil of the sickness. But now Christ when he
saith, ' Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be
comforted,' he means they shall have that fulness of
comfort that would be abundantly more good unto
them than all their sorrow could be evil unto them

;

they shall enter into their master's joy, the joy not
enter into them.

Fourthly, And then it shall be a strong comfort,
Ileb. vi. 18; such comfort as shall bear down any
afflictions or oppositions.

Fifthly, An eternal consolation ; so you have it in

2 Thes. ii._ 16 ; in 2 Tim. ii. 11, ' It is a faithful say-
ing : For if we be dead with him, we shall also live

with him.' Mark with what an emphasis the Holy
Ghost speaks when he speaks of the certainty of tlie

comfort of the saints—' It is a faithful saying : For if

we be dead with him, we shall also live with him ; if

we sufl'er, we shall also reign with him.' Mourning,
it is as the seed that shall certainly have a harvest.
In Ps. xcvii. 11, there it is called a seed, ' Those that
sow in tears shall reap in joy

;

' and so iu Ps. cxxvi.

you have the same expression. The mourning of

the saints it is their seed-time, and therefore there

will come a harvest.

And then, further. The Lord doth delight to com-
municate himself unto his saints, and therefore they

must be comforted. God rejoices in that title. The
God of all comfort, and that God that comforts us in

all our tribulations.

They must needs be comforted, because God hath

so engaged himself in his promises.

And because God the Father hath anointed Jesus

Christ to be a comforter to you, as in Isa. Ixi. As
I told you of those that were poor in spirit, Jesus

Christ was designed by God the Father to preach

glad tidings to the poor ; so in the same place we
have Jesus Christ anointed to comfort those that

mourn. As if God should say, I appoint thee, Son,

to this work ; and certainly Christ will be faithful in

his office.

Lastly, They shall be comforted, because the

Spirit of God, the Holy Ghost, hath his denomina-

tion from hence—the Comforter, the Holy Ghost,

that is equal with the Father and with the Son ; and
very glorious in his work. Now the work that he

hath to do, it is to comfort the poor mourning saints

of God, to be a comfort unto them. If the Holy
Ghost be equal with the Father and the Son, his

work must be glorious as well as the work of the

Father and the Son. How glorious is the work of

the Father in creating all things by his own word !

How glorious is the work of the Son in the work of

man's redemption ! Now the work of the Holy
Ghost must have some kind of proportionable glory.

It is impossible therefore but that thou must be com-
forted ; so long as there is a Holy Ghost, so long

thou must needs have comfort.

Oh the difference from hence between the comforts

of carnal hearts and the saints ! Thou hast comfort.

How ? By pouring forth drink into thy throat, or

by thy cards or dice, here is thy comfort. What
difference is there between a man's having comfort

by a little beer or wine or play, and a man that hath
comfort by the Holy Ghost, designed by God the

Father and the Son to be the comforter of him to all

eternity ! And thou that dost slight the comforts of

the saints, and rather hast thy carnal heart to choose

unto thee comfort and joy by eating and drinking

and playing, what is the language of thy soul in this,

but thus : Lord, let me rather have comfort from
meat and drink than from any work of the Holy
Ghost. We hear in thy word that the Holy Ghost is

designed by thyself and thy Son to be the comforter

of the saints, but those are the comforts I have no
skill in ; I had rather have meat and drink and satisfy

my lusts, and for the comforts of the Holy Ghost I

will venture them whether I have any part in them

;
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yea, or no. Well, but whatever they do, ye that are

of mournful spirits, and God keeps you under, and
you go on mourning, and through the grace of God
you can deny yourselves those sensual comforts that

others let out their hearts unto, be not discouraged,

but go on and bless thyself in thy God, bless thyself

in this that Christ hath said concerning thee, that

certainly thou shalt be comforted. Thus I have but
run through the very heads of those things that

may give a little light to the opening of these words.

But that which I had thought to have settled on
all should have been the application of it, for to have
spoken to the people of God, and to be some help to

their comfort that Jesus Christ would have com-
forted ; for if Jesus Christ hath said that they shall

be comfoi'ted, it doth concern all men to comfort

them, and especially the ministers of Christ. I

shall only speak a word or two for the present

to that which concerns us all from what hath been
delivered.

First, You may see that there is a great deal of

excellency in religion and godliness. Why, it is that

that will make the mournfullest condition in the

world to be comfortable. Suppose a man or woman
had lost all that ever they had, if they be godly, re-

ligion will shew how they shall be blessed in this con-

dition, for they are blessed before their comfort comes,

so that those that are godly, their saddest condition

cannot hinder their blessedness. When others in the

world shall wring their hands for their losses, and be

very sad, thou mayest be satisfied in this : I have not

lost my happiness. Thou mayest say, I have lost my
estate, and lost all outward comforts wherein I took

so much delight
;
yet thou canst not say that thou

hast lost thy blessedness. Thy blessedness is not in

any creature comfort, but it is in thy God. Be not

shy, therefore, and afraid of godly sorrow because it

brings trouble and affliction unto thee. Be not de-

luded with this temptation— for it is a temptation of

Satan, whereby many souls are kept in bondage, and
kept off from the ways of God—that therefore when
once they come into the ways of God, they think
they shall never have a merry day after it ; but yet

we see that there is comfort, abundance of comfort
pronounced by Christ himself even unto that duty
which seems to be the most contrary to mirth.
' Blessed are those that mourn, for they shall be com-
forted.' If the enemies should prevail against you,
and you were under their power, yet, being godly,

that doth not take away your blessedness. If your
bodies be sick and in grievous pains, yet still you
may be blessed, being godly. If you have lost your
friends, yet blessed still. Be not shy, therefore, and
afraid of godliness, because it perhaps brings some
trouble to you, and sorrow to you. Many men and
women they are afraid to be godly. Why ? Be-
cause they fear it will take away their joy. But be
not gulled with this temptation. It is true, religion

may bring some other sorrows than thou hadst be-

fore ; it may be thou mayest suffer more in the cause
of God than before, and thou comest to be more
afflicted for thy sin than before. It is true, religion

may bring some outward sorrows and afflictions more,
but there is abundantly more comforts than sorrows

;

therefore be not afraid to be one of Christ's mourners,
for Christ hath engaged himself unto thee, that thou
shalt be comforted. As we read concerning Egypt,
as there were more venomous creatures there than in

other countries, so there was in no country more anti-

dotes to cure them than in theirs. So, though reli-

gion may bring sorrow and trouble, yet there is no-
thing brings more cure and more help.
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SERMON VII.

THE FOLLY OF MEN EEBUKED WHO AKE ALL FOR MIRTH.

' Blessed are they that mourn : for they shall he comforted'—Mat. v. 4.

2.* Here is rebuked the vanity and the folly of

the spirita of most men and women among us who
are altogether for mirth and jollity. They are, as it

were, a fish out of the water if they are not in worldly

joy and mirth, who place their happiness in this.

How contrary is thy judgment unto Jesus Christ

!

Christ saith here, ' Blessed are those that mourn.'
Why so ? ' For they shall be comforted.' Thou
sayest, Blessed are those that are merry, that have
abundance of the creature ; but the Spirit of God saith

in Eccles. vii. 2, ' It is better to go to the house of

mourning, than to the house of laughter.' Now
which of these two shall be believed ? Shall thy Ijase,

carnal heart be believed who placest all thy happiness

in joviality ; or the wisdom of God, who saith, ' It is

better to go to the house of mourning, than to the

house of laughter ' ? If man had said this, you would
have thought him a fool for his pains. Which of you
would have made such a choice had it been put to

you— Whether you would take delight in the

abundance of the creature, company, and the hke ?

Whether you would take content in that or in the

house of mourning ? Now the Holy Ghost he decides

the case : he saith, ' The house of mourning is better

than the house of laughter,' for the heart is made
better by sadness. There is much good comes unto
the soul out of the house of mourning which doth
not come from the house of laughter. The lieart for

the most part is made worse by laughter, but often

better by sorrow. What if this dreadful woe should

prove to be thy portion pronounced by Christ himself ?

Luke vi. 25, ' Woe unto you that laugh now ! for ye
shall mourn and weep.' The time of your sorrow is

to come. When you see men live bravely and
merrily in the world, and do no service for Jesus

Christ, are not useful in their places, you may thus

say of them, Alas ! here are men that now rejoice,

but they shall mourn and weep ; their time of

mourning is a-hastening. How much better were

it to mourn now, than to have an eternity to mourn
in ! If thou givest thyself to pleasure, and to let

thy heart run out after vanity now in thy youth,
* Continued from preceding sermon.

—

Ed.

then all thy sorrow it shall come together and sink

thee to despair. Thou in thy youth, and in the

strength of thy days, lettest out thy strength to

vanity, and know that thy sorrow is but a heaping

np, to come upon thee all at once, and to sink thee

into everlasting despair. How canst thou think but

that God shonld loolv upon thee with indignation, who
art so full of sin and wickedness as thou art ? Can it

be well with thee in the end, when there are so many
precious saints in the world that would not for a

world sin against God knowingly ; who make it their

great care and their study how to honour God in

their generation ? ' And if at any time they are over- .

come through weakness, they go mourning all the day
long.' And are such as these kept down ? Have
they their time now to mourn and weep, and
dost thou rejoice ? Dost thou take pleasure, and
give up thy heart to take its full satisfaction in

the creature? Know thou must mourn sadly. The
mirth that these men have, it is from ignorance

;

the mirth thou hast, it is because thou art ignorant

of thy condition, because thou art in darkness.

Thou art in darkness ; and woe to that mirth that

hath no other foundation but ignorance ! Nay, these

men they must take the advantage of conscience

when that is asleep and benumbed ; it were impos-

sible for such as these are to be so merry and
frolic, did they not take the advantage of their con-

sciences when they are deaded and benumbed; for

were conscience awake it would fly in their faces,

and would say, Thou art a-doing that thou hast no
right unto. Now cursed be that comfort that can-

not stand with a sound conscience, and that joy of

yours which cannot stand with the thoughts of

death and judgment—that mirth cannot be good.

Oh that you would consider of this ! when at any
time you have serious thoughts of God, of death and
eternity, this damps your joy, when you are in the

full career of your pleasures, yet if conscience then

hint into you the thoughts of an eternal condition,

you have secret qualms come over you. Now thou

hast cause, whosoever thou art, to suspect that joy

and mirth to be sinful that cannot stand with the
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thoughts of God and eternity ; therefore take heed

lest thou be in the number with him who took his

pleasure, and satisfied his soul to the full in the

creature, and when he came to die had nothing to

satisfy himself withal ; oh have a care, lest that be

thy portion ! Son, remember that in thy lifetime

thou hadst thy good things, but now thou art

gone ; so God may say to thee, who art such a one

as makest thy heaven to be here. Thou hadst thy
pleasures, thou hadst thy comforts in the world, and
there is all that thou art like to have, but now thou
art tormented.

The main thing here in this text that I am to in-

sist upon is the third use, which is for comfort and
consolation, that I may come up fully to the mind of

Christ in this thing, and to do as he did, who made
it his work here to comfort those that mourn ; and
that shall be my work now for the rest of the time.

Blessed are ye of the Lord that do thus truly mourn !

And here I shall speak,

First, Comfort to those that do truly mourn.
Secondly, Answer an objection that may be made.
Thirdly, Give some directions how mourners

should carry themselves in their mourning estate,

that they may be comforted.

It is an excellent thing to comfort mourners ; and
in Job xxxiii. he is made there to be one of a thousand
that can speak a word in season to the heavy laden.

This is part of the office of Jesus Christ and of the

Spirit of Christ, and it is the glory of men. Now
certainly that must needs be a gi-eat work, and full of

glory, that is part of the office of Jesus Christ and
the Spirit—for the Spirit he is a comforter as well as a

convincer, John xvi. 7—and it is the glory of men.
Many men rejoice in bringing others into sorrow; this

is a cursed thing to bring any into sorrow, and by so

much the more wicked it is, by how much harder it

is to comfort those that do mourn. To rejoice in

the exercises of the saints' graces in sorrow is no
cursed thing ; we may rejoice in the exercise of a

saint's grace in humiliation ; but to bring them into

sorrow and mourning, and then to rejoice in it, this

is a cursed thing. Perides being upon his death-bed,

his friends came about him, and began to speak of

his virtues, and of the great authority he had borne,

and accounting the number of his victories he had
won : he hearing of them, said, That all tliis while

they had forgotten to speak of the best and most
noble thing that was in him, which was, that no
Athenian had ever worn a black gown through his

occasion.'" This he accounted his glory; and we
should take heed of bi'inging men into a mourning
condition, that we may be able to say there is not

any that were ever made sad or heavy by anything
that I did to them.

* Plut. vita Perides.

AVe should be humbled for it if we have done it

;

and it should be that which we should confess to

God, desiring him to pardon it. God glories to com-
fort men, and not to grieve them that mourn ; and if

God will not grieve them, certainly we should not.

They cannot so much wrong us, whereby we should
be incensed against them to grieve them, as we daily

wrong God ; but yet God saith, Lam. iii. 33, ' He doth
not delight to grieve the children of men.' Now that

I may come more close to speak to you that are

spiritual mourners, take your comfort in these parti-

culars :

First, If thy mourning be gracious, thy very tears

and sorrows is a great deal better than the wine of

the men of the world ; thy tears are more sweet and
pleasing to God than the mirth of wicked men can
be to them. It is better to be in thy condition than
in other men's ; thy tears are precious unto God, if

they come from a principle of godly sorrow ; there is

nothing more precious unto him, next unto the blood

of Jesus Christ, if they come from a right principle

of godly sorrow.

Secondly, Consider this for thy comfort, it may be,

if thou hadst not been a-mourning thou wouldst have
been a-sinning, thou wouldst have been a-doing that

whereby thou wouldst have darkened the glory of

God. Now which is the best of these ?—judge you.

The curse of all thy afflictions is now taken away

;

that which is the bitterness of sorrow it is taken
away from thee by Jesus Christ, and thy mourning
is rather upon mistake than otherwise. "Thou hast a
right to comfort, though thou dost not see it, and
thou mournest because thou dost not apprehend thy

right to it ; for what is there, or what can there be,

to discourage thee or to keep thee off from comfort,

seeing the curse of every aflliction and the evil of sin

is done away ?

Thirdly, Consider that all thy sorrows are mea-
sured out by God, who is thy Father ; thou dost not

lie at the dispose of wicked men to mourn how much
they will, or when they will, but thou art at the dis-

pose of God, who is thy Father. Now do you think

that you who are parents, if it were in your power to

dehver your children from anything that did tend to

hurt them, would you not do it if it were for your
children's good ? Now you are at God's dispose, and
you shall not sorrow nor weep one tear more than

your Father sees is for your good. God he takes

notice of all thy sorrows, he bottles up all thy tears,

and himself is afflicted in all thy afflictions : Isa. Ixiii.

9, ' In all their afflictions he was afflicted.' God is

sensible of all our miseries though other men should

not mind them : as it is too, too often seen when any
of the saints are under the clouds, that they are in

an afflicted condition, though they were in favour be-

fore, they are frowned upon then. But now God he



44 BURROUGHS ON THE BEATITUDES. [Mat. v. 4.

doth not do so ; thou canst not be so sensible, but

God is more—God is more sensible of thy sufferings

and takes care of thee.

Fourthly, Consider for thy comfort that Christ was

a man of sorrows, and in thy sorrowing thou art but

conformable unto him ;
and why shouldst thou think

that to be a burden wherein thou art made like to

Jesus Christ ? Nay, Christ's sorrows were to sanctity

thine, therefore did Christ sorrow that thy sorrows

might be sanctified. Now if God order Christ, who
was the Son of his dearest love, to be a man of sor-

rows, thy condition is not so sad as thou takest it to

be, seeing Christ was so, and thou art conformable

unto him in this. Now why should we think much
to be like unto Christ ? Did God not think it too

much to make Christ to be a man of sorrows for

thee, and wilt thou think it much to be a man of

sorrows that thou mayest be conformable unto him ?

Fifthly, Let this be for thy comfort, to consider

thou hast an interest in him tliat is the God of all

consolation ; the darkness of thy condition it cannot

hinder thine interest in God. Thou hast comfort in

the promise now as certain and as sure as if thou

hadst it in real possession ; and thou shalt have it

most certainly hereafter, and the time is coming that

thou shalt have full consolation, and God will reckon

with the wicked for all their mirth. He will both

reckon with them for causing them to be sad, and

they must give an account for all their merry hours.

Their mirth will be a bitter portion unto them, when
God shall come to charge the guilt of all upon their

spirits. Oh what a difference will there then be between

thee and them at that day ! when thou for a few days

hast mourned and shalt be comforted in the end, and

they for a few days have rejoiced, and in the end

shall have an eternity of sorrow.

Sixthly, But it may be poor souls may here say,

It is true, here is great comfort, here are precious con-

solations indeed, but my afflictions are great ; they

are greater than others. Were I so and so afflicted I

could bear them ; had I the burden that such a one

bears I could be contented, and submit under it.

Now for thy comfort here, know that perhaps this

comes from the distemper of thy spirit, rather than

from the burden of the affliction ; the distemper of

thy spirit may be great, and that causes the burden

to be heavy. The affliction is not so great, but thy

heart is not willing to yield to the affliction ; were

thy heart willing to submit to the hand of God the

affliction would be easy.

And then thou hast many mercies mingled with

thy afflictions ; there is none of you can say that

your afflictions are pure, but they are mingled. God
might have brought upon thee pure afflictions, pure

miseries upon you, and you might have been deprived

of all the very glimpses of mercies; but in your

saddest hours you have some cordials—more mercy

than affliction. I am confident that there is none

here in this assembly whose afflictions are the great-

est, but his mercies are greater.

And then consider that God suffers more by thy

sins, than thou canst suffer from God's hand in thy

afflictions. The darkening of his glory in the least

degree is a greater evil than any affliction that thou

canst endure ; and this should support thy spirit, to

consider that God suffers more ; and therefore thou

shouldst not be unwilling to suffer something, seeing

God suffers more than thou canst.

Seventhly, If thou wouldst be comforted, consider

this : the way that God takes to comfort his saints,

though thou hast it not in sense, thou mayest have it

in faith ; and therefore exercise faith, and fetch it in

that way. Set faith on work in the promise, and let

that bring out the comfort of the promise. Sense is

not the way by which God comforts his people, and
if we look for comfort in a sensual way we mistake

ourselves ; therefore let us labour to fetch in comfort

from the exercise of faith. And indeed we should

more prize those comforts that come from the exer-

cise of our graces than from any sensible apprehen-

sions. When thou canst not see comfort in the

creature, know it is God that thou hast to deal

withal, and that is thy comfort. God hath not

placed the creature to be the object of thy comfort,

but himself; and therefore when thou seekest that

in the creature, when he hath appointed himself to

be thy comfort, thou dost undervalue God, and goest

the wrong way to find comfort. In Isa. li., ' I, even

I, am he that comforteth thee : who art thou, that

thou shouldst be afraid of a man ?
' Consider that

God saith to thee after this manner, I am he that

comforteth thee. Ai't thou disquieted ? Look upon
God thus saying to thee. Why art thou cast down,

poor soul? Is there not more comfort in my word,

in my power, than in anything which thou makest
the object of thy disquiet ? In Isa. Ivii., ' I create

the fruit of the lips, peace,' &c. Thou canst not see

which way thou shouldst be comforted, and therefore

because thou canst not thou thinkest it is impossible;

but when thou canst not see comfort thou shouldst

consider that God can create comfort for thee; thou
shouldst look upon God as a creator of comfort, and
not lie down in discouragement. God will rather go

about his first work again of creation than that thou
who art a true mourner shalt want comfort ; he will

fall a-creating comfort for thee. And this should

strengthen your faith, and stay up your souls in the

saddest times of darkness. Why, there is nothing too

hard for God ; as he made all things of nothing, by
the bare word of his power, at the first, dost thou

think that he is not able to create comfort for thee

now ? If God go to work do not fear thy comfort.
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Eighthty and lastly, Suppose thy condition Avere

such as there was never any in the 'world in the like

case, yet thou mayest be comforted notwithstanding.

I suppose there is not any here in this congregation

that are in that trouble of spirit or body, but that

there hath some of the saints been in the same, if

not worse. But grant that there were never any
that ever were in the conchtion that thou art in, yet

there is comfort for thee from this scripture : in Isa.

Ixiv. 4, ' Since the beginning of the world men have
not heard, nor perceived by the ear, neither hath the

eye seen, God, besides thee, what he hath prepared

for him that waiteth for him.' Hast thou but a

heart to wait upon God in thy mourning condition,

God hath mercy and comfort for thee that none
knows of. Oh, this should be an encouragement for

thee to wait upon God. What though we know not

the comfort ; God doth. And thus I have endea-

voured to open this box of consolation under this

head, which is the first particular in this use.

The second is to answer a question that may here

be propounded. But you will sa_y, the promise here

saith, ' They shall be comforted ;

' but I fear this

don't belong to me. I have mourned a long time, and
yet cannot be comforted ; I have been in sadness of

spirit, and I cannot find the promise made good to

me ; how should I support myself in this case ?

First of all, Hast thou mourned ? Perhaps thou
hast sinned more than sorrowed. Examine there-

fore thy heart well ; hath not thy sins been more
than thy sorrows ? Therefore be not di.scouraged.

And what is this sorrow to eternal sorrow ? what is

this inch of sorrow and mourning to an eternity of

misery ? But thou art delivered from the hazard of

miscarrying to all eternity, and therefore this con-

sideration should sweeten all thy sorrows ; though
thy condition be sad, yet thou art delivered from
eternal perishing.

Secondly, Consider, that faith makes comforts

future as present to thee ; and it is the glory of faith,

and that wherein the excellency of it doth consist, to

make a mercy in a promise that seems a great way
off to be present. As Abraham by faith saw the day
of Christ afar off, so faith will represent a mercy to the

soul in the promise that seems to be at a great dis-

tance as present. As despair- makes hell and the wrath
to come present unto the wicked who have enlightened

consciences, who have the sense of their sin set home
upon their consciences, it makes the wrath to come
as present that they cry out many times they are in

hell while they are upon the earth ; so faith it makes
a mercy to be certain though not in possession.

Hast thou no comfort, no glimpse of love in thy holy

converse with God ? Look into thy spirit and see

whether thou hast no bunches of Canaan's grapes in

thy soul ; this is a sign thou shalt have more if thou

hast any. If thou hast but a spark of divine love,

gather from thence thou shalt have more; but if thou
canst not discern any gUmpse of God, yet we have
the word and ordinances now. Why have we these,

but that we may support our spirits with them ?

This was that which David did support his heart
withal, in Ps. cxix. 49, 50, ' I had fainted in mine
affliction, had not thy word comforted me.' The
word of God is sufficient to support the soul in the
darkest of times of sorrow, and when thou findest

the least comfort in thy soul in sense, then fly to the

word and fetch it out by faith.

Thirdly, Consider, though it be long before comfort
come, yet this is no strange thing that thou art kept
without comfort for a while. The most precious saints

that ever God had have been kept a long time with-

out comfort ; though they have done Gad much ser-

vice, and have been very faithful with him, yet they
have walked in darkness for all this, and their hearts

have been at a distance from God in point of com-
fort, as we may see in Heman : Ps. Ixxxviii. 7, 14, 15.

See how he speaks there, ' Thy wrath lietli hard
upon me, I am pressed down even unto hell, and
thou hast afflicted me with all thy waves ; the terrors

of the Almighty they stick fast upon my spirits

;

Lord, why castest thou off my soul, why hidest thou
thy face from me? Shall I never be remembered
any more ? I am afflicted and ready to die from my
youth up ; while I suffer thy terrors I am distracted.'

He was even a man of sorrows ; here is the con-
dition of a godly and wise man : so David in Ps.
cxix. 81, 82, 'My soul fainteth for thy salvation;

mine eyes fail for thy word, saying. When wilt thou
comfort me ? ' When I read thy word I read that
which may comfort me ; but I cannot be comforted. I

read those scriptures that have comforted others, but,

alas ! I cannot find any comfort for me ; they speak
no peace to me. Lord, when wilt thou comfort me ?

So that this is no strange thing ; thou hast com-
panions in this thy sorrow, in this heavy affliction of

thine, do not say God never did the like to any.

No ; there are records in Scripture you see of other-

guess men than you are who have been in the clouds.

Fourthly, Consider, all this while though comfort
play, yet thy sorrow is a working comfort for thee

;

thine afflictions are but working greater consolations,

and when comfort comes thou wilt see cause to bless

God that comfort came no sooner. Thou wilt not
have any cause to repine, but to bless God that com-
fort was so long delayed ; thou wilt say then, I had
been undone had I been delivered sooner. It was the
speech of Mr Bates in prison, I bless God I am not
in my own or in my enemies' hands in point of

sorrow or affliction ; for were I in mine own hands,

I should come out of trouble too soon, were I in

mine enemies' hands, they would keep me too long

;
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but I am in the hand of God, who knows when it is

best for to deliver me. So tlion wait on God pa-

tiently ; though comfort may stay, yet when it doth

come, thou shalt see that it was worth the waiting

for. What though it be till death, what thongh thou
hast not comfort till the last hour, yet eternity will

make amends for thy staying.

Fifthly and lastly. Consider, that this is the time of

mourning, and we know things are seasonable and
best in their time. This is a Christian's seed-time.

In the world we must have trouble, and through
many tribulations we must enter into heaven. We
know the husbandman ; he is contented to endure

storms and hardships in seed-time, with this consid-

eration—the harvest is a-coming. So, though thou
now sowest in tears, there is a time of reaping in

But here is that which troubles me, saith many a

soul : I would be contented to wait till God come,

were I assured that this promise did belong to me
—this were that would stay up my heart indeed. I

would be contented to do God service to the utter-

most of my power, and to endure any affliction, and
account myself happy, if he would employ me in any
thing. Were I but assured of this, that the promise

were mine, then it would support me. But I fear

that this promise belongs to others, and that I have
nothing to do with it.

For answer to this : we should labour to get our

mourning into a gracious frame, and tlien we may be

sure we shall have comfort ; which brings me into tlie

third thing which I propounded to you concerning

the rules.

The third thing propounded in this use is this

:

how we may so order our mourning that it may com-
fort us. How may I so order my sorrow that I may
comfort myself with this—tliat the promise belongs

to me, and that our consciences may tell us we are

blessed from this word of'promise ? Though others

see us sad and heavy, yet how may we so carry our-

selves that they may say, these are blessed, though in

a sad condition ? Now for this I would entreat you
to take notice of these rules.

First of all, (which I desire you would principally

mind,) In your mourning be sure that you keep good

thoughts of God. Whatsoever your troubles be, let

them not raise tumults and hard thoughts of God.

Let not the devil prevail so far over you as to cause

your hearts to rise against God. This hath been the

great care of the saints, to keep down their hearts

from this distemper. In Ps. xliii. 5, see how David
there chides his own heart, and rebukes it ; he gives

it a secret check and a curb. ' Why art thou cast

down ?
' My soul, thou wouldst be a-rising against

God now, but come down. Why art thou cast down ?

I will go unto God, my exceeduig joy. It is a good

thing when we have any reasonings in our hearts

about the sadness of our states to lay this conclusion

in the bottom. 'Yet God is good to Israel;' yet

God is good, though I am under misery and sorrow

;

yet God is good to the saints—those that are in a sad

condition. Those that are in a sad condition love to

be musing and meditating on their sorrows and afflic-

tions in their thoughts. But when thou doest thus,

be sure j'ou lay this foundation first before ever you
think of your sorrows. ' Yet the Lord is good ;

'

whatsoever becomes of me, the Lord is good, and his

counsels are sure and steadfast. David was much
cast down in his spirit in Ps. Ixxiii. 1, yet see how
he lays this for a conclusion :

' Y''et God is good to

Israel.' So say thou thus : Yet the Lord is good to

my soul; whatsoever sense saitli, and whatsoever temp-
tations say, or Satan would make me believe, ' yat God
is good to Israel,' yet God is good to my soul. So in

Jer. xii. 1, 'Eighteous art thou, Lord, when I plead

with thee, yet let me talk with thee of thy judgments.'

Mark how he lays this before he would go to reason

the case. He justifies God. ' Thou art righteous,

Lord, yet let mc reason with thee.' So when thoughts

arise in our hearts about our sad conditions—when we
ponder and muse upon them in our hearts, yet let

us be sure to say, ' Thou art righteous, Lord,' and
then we may consider of our afflictions, and weigh
them in the balance when this principle is laid at

the bottom. vSo that good man in Ps. Ixxxix. 38-52
—there we have a sad story, yet he begins with the

mercy of God, and exalts the mercy of God in the

first place. And having raised faith to the very

heavens in the exaltation of God, then he expatiates

himself in his sorrows and in the sorrows of the

church. When the heart is stablished in God's love,

in the covenant, and in the mercy of God, then we
may expatiate our sorrows ; but before ever thou let-

test out thy heart into sorrow, be sure thou viewest

the love of God in the first place. And in the close

of the psalm, after that sad story there reckoned up,

he concludes, ' Blessed be God for evermore,' and he
puts two asseverations to it, ' Amen, and amen.' As
if so be he would have it taken notice of, God is

good in the beginning ; and though there be a bitter

piece in the middle, yet he concludes, ' Blessed be
the Lord,' and would have it taken notice of by this

asseveration, ' Amen, and amen.' So let us reason

thus : My condition is very sad, and I know not
almost what to think of myself, but God forbid that

I should think hard thoughts of God. No ; I will say,
' yet the Lord is righteous.' Perhaps you have seen

the saints suffer hard things for God and his cause,

and your spirits begin to rise perhaps, and you begin

to question the faithfulness of God, and the love of

God towards his people. Oh, God forbid that this

should be in any of you ! Eemember these/ scrip-
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tares, and let it be the conclusion of your hearts in

the saddest state you can be in, ' Blessed be the

Lord for ever, Amen, and amen.'

Secondly, Be sure to take notice of all the mercy
thou hast from God in the afflictions thou art in.

Let not any affliction drown the mei'cy thou hast.

It is very sad many times to see how one or two
afflictions hinders the sight of many mercies that the

saints do enjoy. A little thing will hinder the sight

of the eye ; a penny laid upon the eye will keep it

from beholding the sun or the element above ; so a

httle affliction, it darkens and hinders the soul from
seeing a multitude of mercies ; every little trouble

darkens God's mercies. We should take heed of

this ; be sure to bring in our mercies with our afflic-

tions ; whenever we reckon up our sorrows, number
our mercies with them. In Ps. ciii. 2, David was
there flying for his life, and yet we see what a won-
derful sweet frame his spirit was in, how full of

praises was he :
' Praise the Lord, my soul, and

forget not all his benefits.' Praising of God in a

sad condition is sweet melody in the ears of the most
High.

Thirdly, Take heed of a sullen, dogged disposition,

eitber towards God or man in thy sorrows. It is

very usual for men in a troubled condition, when
they are in sorrow, to add frowardness to mourning

;

but we should labour to take heed of this as a great

evil. Labour for a quiet and meek spirit. Men when
they are pleased then they are merry and cheerful,

and of a very good disposition ; but when they are in

affliction, when they are in pain or sorrow, then they

are rugged and dogged, so that no man knows how
to speak to them almost, they are so froward and
touchy. This is a very ill disposition, and God doth
not allow of it in troulale of sin.

Fourthly, Take heed of determining against a com-
fortable condition in sorrow, that it will never come.

Say not that comfort will never come, because thou
bast it not for the present. And therefore when
comfort doth come, many are so untoward that they
will not receive it, because they will make their de-

termination good. God saith to such a soul, ' Peace
be to thee

;

' but saith the soul. This is too good
news to be true, I will not receive it because I will

make my determination good. As Rachel, who re-

fused to be comforted, so many in their trouble of

spirit refuse comfort from the word—this is unkind
deaUng with God. In Job xv. 11, ' Seemeth the

consolations of the Almighty a small thing to thee ?
'

know that the Lord expects that thou shouldst

thankfully fall down and accept of a crumb of mercy
that he tenders to thee. Look upon thy unworthi-

ness, that thou art unworthy that God should speak
a word of comfort to thee ; but if the Lord shall come
in with his consolations of free grace, welcome them.

Bless God thou mayest have mercy upon any terms.

As the woman of Canaan said, ' The dogs have
crumbs,' so say thou, I am but a dog, yet. Lord, let

me have a dog's portion. I will thankfully accept of

it at thy hands. Oh be thankful for the least

mercy, and it is the ready way to have more, and
the Lord in his time will give out more mercy to

thee.
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SERMON VII I.

OR,

HOW MOURNERS SHOULD ORDER THEIR MOURNING.

' Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall he comforted.'—Mat. v. 4.

6.* When tliou art in a mourning condition thyself,

take heed of envying at otliers that are not in sucli a

sad condition as thou art in. Though thou wantest

many comforts tliat thou dost desire, yet bless God
that others have them. That heart is in a very good
temper, and a good way of preparation for comfort

that can heartily bless God for the comforts that

others have. But this is usual when the heart is

distempered with sorrow, if so be that they are in an
under condition and affliction, they are ready to envy
at others that are more prosperous ; but take heed

of such a distemper, for it will keep thee under sor-

row more, and make it more bitter to thee.

Lastly, According to thy mourning condition, let

there be much praying. Be sure to add much prayer

to much sorrow. Never give way to thy heart to much
sorrow that cannot stand with much prayer ; for

let thy state be what it will, thou wilt say thou art

brought into such a state as thou canst not but

mourn. I will grant it ; but know this is an ever-

lasting rule to be observed in such as will mourn in

a Christian way—there must be a proportion of prayer

to their sorrow. If there be but little prayer, let

there be but little sorrow ; if much sorrow much
prayer. I find in Scripture that mourning and
prayer are joined much together. ' If any man -be

afflicted, let him pray,' saith the apostle James ; and
in that of Hosea xii., about the third or fourth verse,

the text saith concerning Jacob, that ' he wept and
made supplication.' Weeping and supplication are

joined together, and afflicted and praying are joined

together ; and so you read in Judges ii. that the

people of God did so mourn and weep that the very

place had its denomination from their weeping. ' It

was called Bochim, and they sacrificed there unto
the Lord ;

' but that is added to it, and they sacri-

ficed there unto the Lord. For one to be in such a

mourning estate as makes them unfit for sacrifice,

makes them unfit for prayer—certainly that mourn-
ing it is not a godly sorrow. Thou hast gone beyond

the mourning of true gracious sorrow if so be that

* Continued from previous sermon.

—

Ed.

it doth hinder thee from prayer. That thou canst

not pour forth thy soul with that freedom before

God as at other times, take heed of any such mourn-
ing. There is a notable scripture in Ezra ix., where
you shall find that holy man Ezra in much aflliction,

with much sorrow and trouble, so that he sat astonied,

ver. 4 ; but in ver. 5, ' At the evening sacrifice I

arose up from my heaviness.' At the evening sac-

rifice, when the time came for him to ofl'er sacrifice,

then he did arise from his heaviness, his mourning
did not hinder him in duty. When thy heart is so

straitened in thy mourning, pretend what thou
wilt for thy mourning, thy unworthiness, or sinful-

ness, or anything else, yet if it straitens thy heart

in prayer it is no godly sorrow. Add much prayer

to much mourning ; when any comes unto you, you
are always complaining of your afflictions, and you
mourn more than your neighbours ; but do you pray
more than your neighbours do? do you pray asrpucli

as you do complain ? is there a proportion between
your praying and complaining ?—certainly if there be

not a proportion between praying and complaining,

hold your peace, complain no further, but pray more.
Many other rules might be given, but we leave them
and proceed unto that which yet raises the text in a

more spiritual sense.

' Blessed are those that mourn.'

I have spoken now hitherto about those that have

been in a mourning condition, and behaved them-

selves graciously in that mourning conchtion, and
have shewn how they were blessed, and how they

shall be comforted ; but now that that is yet more
spiritual in the text is.

That if those that are in any mourning condition

behaving themselves graciously are blessed, and shall

be comforted, then certainly those that mourn for sin,

that make that to be the object of their mourning,
their own sins, and the sins of others, and the afflic-

tions of the church, those that make these to be the

objects of their mourning, they are blessed indeed,

and they shall be comforted.

In speaking of these I do not intend to launch out
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into that argument or commonplace of godly sorrow,

to handle it at large, but I shall only open to you

something about spiritual mourners that mourn for

their sins and the sins of others. Therefore I shall

first shew you what true mourning for sin is ; when
a man or woman may be said to mourn for sin in a

gracious manner.
Secondly, Wherein they may be accounted to be

blessed.

Thirdly, What are comforts that belong to such

mourners for sin ? For the first, then, the true

mourning for sin is in this manner :

Firstly, When a soul mourns for sin because it is

against God. In Ps. li. 4, ' Against thee, thee only,

have I sinned,' saith David. David had sinned

against Uriah and his kingdom, and against his own
soul ; but, above all, he had sinned against God, and
this went nearest to his heart, that it was against

thee, and he repeats it again, ' Thee, thee only, have

I sinned.' As if he should say, Lord, as for any
evil fruits that may come of my sin, I stand not so

much upon that, but this goes most to my heart, that

I have sinned against such a blessed God as thou

art. I have gone cross to that blessed will of thine

in that which I have done. This is godly sorrow
;

not so much to mourn because that sin is against

thyself, as because it is against the blessed God whom
thy soul doth love.

Secondly, The right mourning for sin, it is to

mourn for sin as the greatest evil. ' Oh wretched

man that I am ! who shall deliver me from this body
of death ?' Eom. vii. 24. You never find Paul cry-

ing out of himself, ' wretched man that I am !

that I suffer so much affliction in the world ; that I

am so despised ; that I have such losses in the world
;

or have not ways of outward subsistence.' He never

cries out for his suffering, but for his sin. '

wretched man that I am 1 who shall deliver me ?

'

His greatest sorrow it was for sin.

Thirdly, Yet bo as approving of the law that forbids

that sin : I find my heart afflicted for my sin, and in

the midst of the affliction of my spirit for sin, I

approve the law of God to be holy, to be just and
good, though I be wretched and vile, Rom. vii. 12

;

where Paul had a great conflict in his own spirit,

much troubled for the corruption that was in him,

and yet then did he approve the law to be holy and
righteous. Many men are afflicted for sin, and their

spirits are against the holiness of the law that forbids

the sin. They could wish that there were no such

law. Indeed, they cannot but be troubled for their

sin. But in the meantime they could wish that

there were no such law that did forbid their sin, or

did reveal any threatenings of God against their sin.

But a gracious mourning heart that mourns for sin

is apprehensive and sensible of all the evil that comes

by sin, and that through the law ; and, saith the soul,
' I would not but that there were such a law ! I
bless God that ever I knew the law ; and I approve
of the law, not only to be a righteous law, but to be
a good law !

' and that is the third thing in true
mourning for sin.

The fourth thing is this. That it carries the heart
to Jesus Christ. If so be that you are troubled for sin,

and mourn, and think thereby to satisfy God by your
mourning, this mourning it is but carnal and natural.
Many men and women, when they are troubled for

their sin, they think God will be satisfied ; no, all the
mourning that possibly can be, if thou shouldst mourn
thine heart out, and be mourning thousands of years
for thy sin, it could never satisfy the justice of God

;

all thy mourning will come to nothing except it drives
thee to Jesus Christ for satisfaction unto God's justice.

The mounnng for sin that drives the soul to Christ,

that is the blessed mourning ; but when any man or
woman satisfies themselves in their mourning, and
thinks that because they mourn for sin God will

accept of them without having their hearts carried
unto Christ, this mourning will vanish and come to

nothing.

Fiftlily, It must be such a mourning as whereby
the heart comes to be set against sin, not mourn for

sin and live in sin, not mourn for sin and yet con-
tinue in the practice of it, but true gracious mourning
for sin makes an everlasting separation between that
league that there was in the soul and sin before.

Every man and woman naturally hath a league
between sin and their souls, but when God comes to

afflict the soul for sin that it mourns in a gracious way,
the soul is made so sensible of the evil of sin, as that
it breaks the league between sin and the soul for

ever. If God hath made sin to be thus bitter to me,
then for ever adieu ; through the grace of God, though
I may be overcome through weakness, yet I will re-

nounce it ; it sets the soul for ever against it.

Sixthly, The true gracious mourning for sin ; it is

a free work in the soul ; the soul is active—that is, it

is not forced upon the soul whether it will or no, but
such a soul as doth in a gracious way mourn for sin,

it doth -willingly and Ircely apply unto itself those
scriptures that may make sin to be burdensome to
it ; it doth not turn away from those scriptures and
those truths, but if so be it hear of any truths, or read
any scripture that may make sin to be heavy to it, it

applies those freely and willingly ; it is glad that it

comes to hear any truth of God that shall discover
the evil of its own sin unto it ; so it is a free mourning.
Such as mourn desperately, they are forced to it

whether they will or no, but when the heart can ajiply

itself to the word freely, and can bless God that God
did ever open the eyes of it to understand the evil

of sin, and that ever the Lord did apply those truths
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to it that hath made sin to be burdensome, here is a

gracious mourning. Many men are troubled for sin in

spite of their hearts, and they wriggle and Iveep a stir,

and do what they can to get the truths of God out of

their hearts, and therefore they go into carnal com-
pany, r.r.d fall a-playing or drinking, that so thereby

they may get truths out of their hearts ; but now a

gracious man or woman, when any truth comes into

its heart that troubles it for the sin it hath been
guilty of, it goes alone and blesseth God for this

truth. Blessed be the time that the Lord hath dis-

covered the evil of sin to my soul, and the Lord sent

home these truths upon my soul more and more ; he

accounts it to be a great mercy, that is the sixth.

Then seventhly and lastly, A gracious mourner
for sin can be satisfied with nothing else but in the

removing of the guilt and uncleanness of sin. Another
that mourns for sin, but in a natural way, or forced

way, if so be that God would Ijut give unto him any
peace, or take away the anguish that is in his con-

science, take away the fears that are upon him, that

will satisfy him ; but now a gracious mourner for sin

is such a one as can be satisfied with nothing else but

the blood of Christ cleansing it from the guilt of sin,

and the spirit of sin, and the spirit of Jesus Christ

coming in to sanctify the soul, and this is that that

will comfort the heart only ; and thus briefly I have
shewn you, what a gracious mourning is. If I would
handle this point at large, these seven things might
very well have taken up our time, but I only give

you a hint of them. Now, then, such as mourn thus

for sin are blessed ; for,

First, By this they do much honour God. The
sovereignty of God is honoured, and the holiness of

God is honoured, and the justice of God is honoured.

Whenas a poor creature that hath offended the

sovereign, holy, and righteous God comes to be afflicted

for that sin that it hath committed, God looks upon
himself as honoured ; whenas a sinner goes on in a

proud, stubborn, stiff way in his sin, he goes in away
of defiance against the great God, and doth deny the

honour that is due to the great God ; but now when
the word of God comes and beats down this sinner,

and afflicts it for the sin it hath committed, and it lies

down flat before the Lord, mourning and lamenting
that ever it hath sinned against the Lord, here the

name of the great, holy, and just God is advanced, and
blessed are they that shall advance the name of God
thus ; thou shouldst have advanced the name of God
by thine obedience, but thou hast not done so, but
hast dishonoured it by thy disobedience ; now if thy

heart be wiUing to advance it by thy mourning, there

is a blessedness.

Secondly, It is a blessed thing to mourn for sin,

because it is an evangelical grace. It is that that is

promised in the gospel, when Christ saith, ' I will

send the Comforter.' What shall the Comforter do ?

The first work that the Comforter shall do, it shall

be to convince the world of sin. You will say, here

is a comforter indeed. What! to come and comfort

us by convincing us of sin ! It is the way of tlie

Comforter, and therefore it is a blessed thing. There

is nothing more evangelical than faith and repent-

ance ; mourning for sin in this way that I have

spoken it is no legal thing, it is not a work of the

law—the law takes no notice of mourning for sin

—

but it is a work of the Spirit of God, of the comfort-

ing Spirit, to convince the world of sin. And there-

fore, by the w'ay, whenas you come to hear such

preaching of the word as gets into your bosoms and
convinces you of sin, be not vexed and troubled at it,

for now comes the Holy Ghost that is the Comforter.

It is the first work of the Holy Ghost, that is the .

Comforter of those souls that shall be saved, to con-

vince the world of their sin ; and therefore embrace
it, and bless God for it. Now comes the Holy Ghost,

and comes to make way for comfort unto my soul.

In Zech. xii. 10, 'I will pour out the spirit of grace

and supplication;'— and what then?— 'and tliey

shall look upon him Avhom they have pierced,'—with

their sins,
—'and mourn and lament as one that

laments for his only son.' It is a fruit of the spirit

of grace and supplication that was promised to be

poured forth in the times of the gospel. The first

sermon that we hear of Christ preaching, it is, 'Ee-

pent ; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand
;

' and he

appoints his disciples to preach in that manner

:

' Kepent ; for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.'

Preaching mourning for sin is an evangelical preach-

ing—a fruit of the spirit of grace that is promised in

the times of the gospel. And where there is a con-

gregation upon whom the Lord pours this spirit of

grace, to look up to Christ whom they have pierced

by sin, and to mourn over him, such a congregation

is blessed, for the fruit of the gospel is mightily upon
them.

Thirdly, Surely they are in a blessed condition,

for it appears that they come now to have a right

judgment. Theii' judgment is enlightened to under-

stand what is truly good and truly evil, and to have

a right temper of spirit. Before, they went on in

blindness, they knew not God, nor themselves, nor

those things that concerned their eternal good ; but

now tliey come to understand wherein good and evil

doth consist. Before, their hearts were hardened, so

that whatsoever was spoken to them did not take

with their hearts ; but now their hearts are in a

gracious softness, and so in a right temper, and
therefore they are blessed.

Fourthly, in the fourth place. This mourning for

sin, it helps against all other mourning, it lielpa

against other sorrows. Certainly while we are here
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in this world there will be many sorrows ; we mnst
sorrow for something. Now the sorrowing for sin

will help against other sorrows ; those that are

affected with the evil of their sins will not be much
affected with any other evil, it will eat out the evil of

other sorrows.

Fifthly, further, It is a means to prevent eternal

sorrows. Certainly God will have every soul to

know what sin means at one time or other. There
is no sinner upon the face of the earth but at some
time or other must come to understand what sin

means. You must have sorrow for sin, that is a

certain rule ; as it is determined in heaven that all

men must once die, so it is determined in heaven
that all men must once sorrow. If they must repent

they must needs sorrow ; now how much better is it

to sorrow for sin while it may be pardoned, than to

sorrow for sin when there can be no help, if so be

that thou shalt pass thy days away in mirth and
jollity here, and never come to feel the weight of sin

upon thy spirit, thou art reserved to have eternal

sorrows to be thy portion, and to have the load of

thy sin to lie upon thee to all eternity. ' But blessed

are they that mourn now,' that feel what the burden
of their sin means ; for by feeling the burden of it

now, they feel it in such a time wherein they may
have hope of being delivered from that evil of sin to

all eternity, and therefore certainly they are blessed.

Surely blessed they are, for how many thousands of

creatures, of men and women, that have lived securely,

and have gone on all their lives in the hardness of

their hearts, and never have been made sensible of

their sin, yet upon their sick and death-beds, then

they have cried out of their sin, and the Lord hath
withch'awn himself from them. Now, 1 would appeal

to such an one. Would you have thought it a blessed

thing if you had had the weight of sin upon your
souls before, in the time of your health and strength ?

You shall hear them upon their sick and death-beds

cry, Oh happy had it been for me that I had known
the evil of sin before ! How happy had it been for

me that those times that I spent in jollity, in mirth,

in taverns, with such and such company, had I but

spent those times in mourning for my sin ; had I been

but alone, and only God and my soul together, and
there lamenting for my sin, how happy had it been for

me. I should now have had comfort and peace, now
I am laid upon my sick-bed ; but I was led by sense,

and by the flesh, and so sought to satisfy the lusts of

the flesh ; and I must live merrily and bravely here

for a while ; and now the weight of sin comes upon
me. Now I feel it a load. The Lord be merciful to

me ! Now comes into my mind all the sins of my
merry meetings ; all my oaths and Sabbath-break-
ings ; all my drunkenness and whoring ; all my
lying ; all my neglect of God and his worship. It

had been better for me that I had been a mourner
before. Therefore, ' Blessed are they that mourn.'

Sixthly, and then lastly. It is that that fits for the
grace of God. There is none that taste the sweetness
of the gi-ace of God in Christ more than those that
are mourners for sin. Now one drop of mercy, how
sweet is it ; now it is worth more than ten thousand
thousand worlds ! Any one drop of tlie blood of
Jesus Christ now applied to the soul, how sweet is it.

Well, blessed is that disposition that shall make that
blood of Christ to be sweet ! We preach Jesus Christ
and the glorious mysteries of grace and salvation to
you from time to time ; and how lightly are those
precious truths regarded by many thousands. You
can come and hear them and go away, and your
hearts not at all taken with them. But now were
you among those mourners you would prize the
crumbs that fall from the table. A few of those
truths that are disregarded now would be highly
esteemed then, and more worth than thousand of

thousands of worlds unto you. And therefore
' Blessed are those that mourn,' for they are in a
disposition to set a high price upon Jesus Christ,
upon the great work that Jesus Christ hath done in
the world, and upon the great work of God the Father

;

that is the chief work of his, and the great design
that he hath had from all eternity to magnify himself
in. Blessed are they that are in such a disposition

to prize the glory of God in Jesus Christ.

Seventhly, There is one more, and that is. They
are blessed ; why '? because there are many promises
that are made to those that mourn— this is one, and
this is a comprehensive promise. I might mention you
abundance of others, and we might spend all the
remainder of the time in the very naming of the pro-
mises that are made in Scripture to those that mourn.
Let but the mourners read Ps. xxxiv. 18, and Isa.

Ivii. 15, and it will be enough to speak comfort to
those that mourn. They are in a blessed condition !

why blessed ? ' Because they shall be comforted '

—

that is,

First, They shall be discharged of all those sins for

which they mourn
;
yea, thou art dischjirged, and

thou shalt one day come to know that thou art dis-

charged of all those sins. Those sins that thy heart
mourns for shall never be charged upon thy soul :

thou art blessed in this thing, be assured of it. It

may be yet the Holy Ghost hath not come upon thee
to seal this to thy soul, but thou art one that the
Holy Ghost will come upon, and will make it clear and
sure to thy soul. Thy pardon is sealed in heaven
already

; and it shall be sealed in thy own conscience.
Though there be a man which is a malefactor and
condemned to die, yet if I know that his pardon is

sealed, I can look upon him as a blessed man. So,
though thou thyself dost not yet understand this thy



52 BURROUGHS ON THE BEATITUDES. [Mat. v. 4.

blessedness, yet those who do understand tlie word
of God, and understand the mind of God as it is

revealed in the word, such know that thou art a

blessed man, and thou shalt know it one day.

Secondly, Further, not only thou shalt be assured

of thy discharge ; but, in the second place, this

mourning of thine for thy sin will cause God to pity

thee in any mourning for thy affliction, and the

Lord will sweeten the afflictions of such unto them.

The reason why our afflictions are so bitter unto us,

it is because sin is not bitter enough ; but those that

take their sin as a burden, they feel that the Lord
will pity them in all their afflictions.

Third!}', They shall be comforted in this, that thy

very mourning for sin shall be blessed unto thee to

help thee against that very sin that thou mournest

for. That is certain—either a man's sin will make an

end of his mourning, or a man's mourning will make
an end of his sin, one of the two. If so be a man
goes on in sin, he will leave off mourning, but if he

doth not leave off mourning, he will leave off sinning

;

for certainly mourning for sin hath a special efficacy

in it, it helps against the sin that thou dost mourn
for. This bitter aloes that now thou hast is a special

means for the helping against those craAvling worms
that are in thy soul.

Fourthly, But afiove all, thou art blessed that

mournest for sin, for thou shalt be one day wholly

delivered from thy sin, when thou shalt never sin

more against God ; and will not that be a blessed

time, will not that comfort thee ? certainly, there is

such a time. Now to open these particulars with

scriptures, and to enlarge them, would ask a great

deal of time, which I am not willing to do here, but

shall go on in the opening of this sermon of Christ.

Use. Now then by way of application for this.

Hence, in the first place, the use might be very

large, what shall become of those that rejoice in sin ?

those that can be merry in sin ? those that can sin

and laugh in their sin ? those that are frolic in their

wickedness, that make their sin to be their May-
game, and the chiefest delight that they have in the

world ? There are many men that have no greater

delight here in this world than the satisfying them-
selves in their sinful ways and in their lusts. Oh,
di-eadful, dreadful condition that thou art in, and
dreadful is the wickedness of thy soul ! hast thou
nothing else to make the joy of thy soul, but only

that that strikes at the blessed God himself, only

that that caused Jesus Christ to be heavy to the

death, and to sweat dodders of blood, and to cry

out, 'My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken

me ?
' Is there nothing else to make thee merry ?

Here is a black brand of a man that is reserved to

eternal sorrow's, that shall in this world make his

chief joy to be in sinning against the blessed and

eternal God in the satisfying of his lusts, those lusts

of thinejthat thou findest so much pleasure in now,
they will be bitter one day : remember this in all thy

jollity; and if thou dost go on in a way of jollity

through thy sin, remember what is said against thee

this day, let it come into thy mind upon thy sick-

bed and death-bed, thy sin will be a burden. Cer-

tainly this is a truth ; every man must know and
feel sin to be a burden or^e day. I remember it was
a speech once that I have heard of a very jovial man,
that ((being in company, and his very life lay in

joviality, drinking and playing; and iiaving some
enlightenings in his conscience, on a sudden, in the

midst 'of his company, he claps his hand on his

breast, and saith, ' Well, one day I must know what
a wounded conscience means.' And I fear many
many have cause to say so. Well, one day this

breast of mine must know what a wounded con-

science means. Oh, take heed of rejoicing in sin

!

Surely if Jesus Christ doth pronounce him blessed

that mourns for sin, then that man, that woman, is

cursed that can rejoice in sin.

And then surely mourning for sin is not melancholy

;

for one to mourn and be troubled for their sin is

not to grow heavy and melancholy. It is the work
of the Spirit of God that lays that weight of sin now
upon the soul, because the Lord intends that this

soul shall be blessed to all eternity. And do not
think it a foolish thing for people to be troubled for

their sin. I will give you but two instances : first,

against melancholy ; and then, against folly. For
melancholy : Who do we read had more sorrow for

sin than David had ? Read his penitential psalms,

Ps. xxxviii., li., and vi. What a grievous burden he
found sin I and how he mourned for it ! And yet

the text saith concerning David, ' That he was of

a ruddy complexion, and of an active spirit.' And
then, for folly. There is Ps. Ixxxviii. I do do not
find'any psalm wherein we may see an example of a
godly man more under sorrow and affliction than
the penman of that psalm was—namely, Heman.
Read but 1 Kings iv. 31, and you shall find that the

Holy Ghost doth set out Heman as one of the wisest

men upon earth ; and yet in Ps. Ixxxviii., which this

Heman did pen, we find him a man under as much
sorrow and aiBiction as any, and especially for sin :

therefore it is not folly but blessedness ; it is a work
of the Spirit of Christ. But the main thing is that

that I have to speak to such as are mourners. And,
First, To tell them what their comforts are, that

are in Scripture, which we find in the word of God.
And then, secondly, To give unto them some di-

rections and rules how to seek for the applying of

those comforts to their own souls.

And then, thirdly. To shew whether our comforts
that we have are right comforts or no. But for the
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first, not letting such mourners go away without

some portion ;

—

Is there any here whose hearts are down and low
before God in a mourning condition ? certainly

there is comfort for thy soul, there is comfort many
ways.

First, Know for thy comfort thou hast to deal with

a God of infinite grace and mercy, thou lookest upon
God as a God full of wrath and justice ; but thou

hast to deal with a God of infinite mercy, that de-

lights in mercy, with a God whose mercy is his chief

glory, and the greatest design that ever God had was
to magnify his free grace, and therefore thou mayest
be upheld in thy mourning for thy sin. If a child

have a loving and merciful father and mother, and
the child should get alone in a room and fall a wring-

ing of its hands, mourning and lamenting, Oh that I

could do more to please my father and mother, oh
that I could do more to give them content, oh that

I should do anything that should be a grief to my
father and mother— this is that that goes to my heart.

Suppose thou shouldest look through a key-hole

and see thy child thus mourning and lamenting,

and wringing of its hands for this, that there should

be any grief to your hearts ; and you should know
that they did it in truth ; that it were not a mere
hypocritical thing, but in the very truth of the heart

of the child there was this sorrow and mourning, would
you, that have but any compassions in you—would
you not have your hearts yearn towards this child ?

Now from whence is it that you have any yearning

in your hearts towards it ? Is it not from a drop of

that compassion that the Lord, who is an infinite

ocean of mercy, hath let out unto you? Take all

the compassions of all the parents that ever were in

the world, and they are unto God but as a drop to the

infinite ocean ; and therefore the Lord looks upon
the bewaihng of thy sin, and that thou canst do no
more to please him, but dost that which is a grief to

him, he looks upon thee in thy mourning, and he
holds his bottle, and every tear in thy mourning thus

for sin drops into the bottle of God.
Secondly, Know thou hast to deal with God in a

covenant of grace, Hadst thou to deal with God, as

he is Creator now, and thou a creature, in the way of

the covenant of works, thou wert undone, and all

thy mourning would be to little purpose ; if thou
shouldst howl out all thy days for thy sin, God

would never regard it. Thou mightest mourn to

eternity, and yet be tormented to eternity, but thou

hast to deal with God in the way of the covenant of

grace that he hath made with poor sinners in Jesus

Christ, and their mourning for sin is accepted. If

thou goest into the presence of God with the guilt of

thy sin upon thee, considering how holy and righteous

the Lord is, little comfort there can be to thee; but now
when thou goest to God in the mediation of his Son,

and in the way of the covenant of grace, didst thou but
understand what the covenant of grace means, that

the Lord now hath set apart some people, not to

deal with them as in themselves, but hath sent his

Son to come and make satisfaction, and all the ways
of God towards them shall be through his Son, and
all their ways towards God shall be accepted through
his Son ; this would be a great help and comfort to

them. Upon the fall of Adam our condition was such
as God might have for ever rejected us, so as not to

have had any regard to any mourning for sin ; but it

is through the purchase of the blood of Christ that

mourning for sin is regarded by God. Thou hast not

to deal with God as thou art in thyself, but as

through his Son, who hath tendered up to the Father

his sorrows for thy soul.

Thirdly, Know that Jesus Christ hath made a
sufficient atonement for sin ; that is, the Lord Jesus

Christ hath made up all the wrongs that ever sin

hath done to God. The Lord hath not suffered

more prejudice by thy sin than he hath had honour
through^the sufferings of Christ for sin ; thy sin hath
been very vile, and hath wronged God exceeding

much, but the Lord Jesus hath satisfied for all that

wrong. Now when there is such a way of atone-

ment, that when I go to God for the pardon of my
sin, and for help against it, that I know that God
shall never have any wrong through my sin, but
what is made up through the blood of his Son ; if I

had to deal with God in himself only, then I might
think that the Lord would one day or other be
avenged on mo though he doth forbear me for the

present ; but now when I come to understand what
the atonement doth mean that Jesus Christ hath
made, what the price is that Jesus Christ hath paid,

I now come to see a way wherein all the wrong
that ever my sm hath done to God to be made
up—now this cannot but raise up the heart very

much.
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SERMON IX.

OR,

THE COMFORTS OF MOURNERS FOR SIN.

'Blessed are they that mourn: for thitj shall be comforted.'—Mat. v. 4.

To proceed ; fourthly, Know it is the very way of God
in bringing sinners to eternal life, to bring them in a

way of mourning for sin. The bringing from the

captivity of Babylon was as a type of God's bringing

sinners from the captivity of sin ;
' With supplica-

tions and weeping will I lead them,' saith God. It is

the way that God uses to bring sinners to himself,

the way to Jerusalem which signifies the vision of

peace, it is Bethany the house of sorrows; Christ went
that way when he went to Jerusalem ; and certainly

the way that God hath brought all his servants in all

ages to true comfort it hath been by sorrow ; the way
to the valley of Beracho, of blessing, is by the way
of Bacah, the valley of tears. In these wanton
times there are some that think they have gotten a

new way to comfort ; much good may do them with

their new way for comfort. Some think that there is

a speedier way to comfort than that which Christ

hath set here in the word ; he professed that those

are the blessed ones that are the mourners. They
shall have comfort, and if thou thinkest that that is

but a legal thing, even that that Christ preached in

this sermon of his, if thou thinkest him a legal

preacher for preaching that the way of comfort is by
mourning, thou mayest enjoy thy thoughts ; and if thou
durst venture that comfort which thou hast otherways,

go on with thy boldness ; but Christ he propounds
this way, and saith. Those that are mourners, they are

they that I take care to comfort, Christ is anointed

to preach glad tidings to the mourners.

Fifthly, Know this for thy comfort, that it is the
work of the Spirit, that is sent into the world to be
the Comforter, to convince of sin, John xvi. 8. You
find that Christ promising the Comforter to come,
what shall the Comforter do ? The first thing that the

Comforter shall do shall be to convince of sin, to

convince souls of their sinful estate, what their state

is out of Jesus Christ, what their wretched estate is,

the Spirit, even the comforting Spirit, shall convince,

saith the text. Now one would rather have thought,

according to the ways of men, that it had rather been
the spirit of the law, a legal spirit to convince of sin

;

but it is the Spirit that is the comforting Spirit that

doth convince of sin, and therefore if so be thou hast

not this conviction of sin, whatever thou mayest
speak of the comforts of^ the Holy Ghost, certainly

there is a mistake in thee, for the Holy Ghost when
he comes to comfort, he comes that way into the

heart, first, to convince of sin ; therefore thou who
hast thy spirit convinced of sin, of that unbelief that

is in thy heart, and convinced powerfully so as to be

affected, for that is the convincing of the Holy Ghost
to set home things so as to affect the heart with it,

let this be a comfort to thee. Lord I through thy

mercy, I am not only in the way that thou leadest on

those that thou hast a purpose to save, but I have a

work of the Comforter ; I hope he is come to my soul,

he hath convinced me of my sin, and I find my heart

affected for my sin in sorrow in another way than
formerly I have done.

Sixthly, Another way of comfort to the mourners
for sin is this, that the Lord prizeth this thy mourn-
ing. Thou thinkest thou canst do but little for God,

thou hast a wretched sinful soul, and thou art weak
and unable to do much, but canst thou mourn ; know
that mourning, being such mourning as hath been
opened, it is a sacrifice unto God as acceptable as any
sacrifice thou canst tender up unto him, so in Ps. U.,

' The sacrifices of God are a broken heart : a broken
and a contrite spirit, God, thou wilt not despise.'

They are instead of all sacrifices, therefore when thou

hast no sacrifice to tender up to God, yet hast thou

not a broken spirit for thy sin ? God highly esteems

of that, yea, let me tell thee this, there is nothing

that God esteems more than the tears of a broken
heart, than that that comes from a broken spirit ; and
that is a blessing, for godly sorrow comes from faith

as well as from sense of sin';—I say nothing next to

the blood of Jesus Christ, that is in higher esteem by
God than this, and therefore thou mayest have com-
fort for the present.

Seventhly, Know that however the difference of

sin is a great matter in our eyes, and it should be so,

we should labour to look upon our sin in the great-
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ness of it, witli all its aggravations, yet when it comes
into the hand of Jesus Christ to satisfy for, great

and small sins make no such difference with him in

the work of his mediation. If you spill water in a

house out of a pail it makes a great show, but there

is no great difference seen if you pour it into the

Thames ; so though in our consciences the difference

of sin is much, yet when it comes to the infinite sea

of the mediation and satisfaction of Jesus Christ,

and the grace that is there, the ditference is not so

much. Oh that only such as are mourners for sin

might hear this, except that the hearing of it might
be a means to break the hearts of others 1

Eighthly, Further, know this for thy comfort, that

so long as receiving comfort from the word makes
thee sensible of thine unworthiness, that sense of

thine unworthiness should not hinder thee from
taking comfort. This is a certain rule, when the

taking comfort makes me more sensible of mine un-
worthiness, then the sense of mine unworthiness

should not hinder me from taking comfort. For
this is the great matter that troubles those that are

mourners— they are afraid that they should presume
in taking comfort; but take this rule, If the taking

comfort makes thee more sensible of thine unworthi-
ness, that sense of thine unworthiness should not

hinder thee from taking hold of comfort. And that

might be the first rule of direction, as well as a rule

of encouragement, to those that mourn for sin.

But yet further, There are divers rules to help

those that are mourners how to order their spirits in

seeking comfort.

And the first rule is. Labour for a quiet, patient

heart, for sorrow is tedious to flesh and blood ; but

now the sorrow that is for sin hath a mixture of the

grace of God with it. And therefore if mourning
for sin comes to make the heart to be impatient, to

fret and vex, it is not right. But mourning for sin

it hath a sweetness in it, and therefore it should make
thee patient under God's hand, waiting for the time

when God will speak comfort to thy soul. Lord,
here I lie, and am sensible of so great an evil that is

upon me, that I know all the creatures in heaven and
earth cannot comfort me in this condition wherein I

am ; and therefore I am waiting for the good day,

for the time of love, when thou shalt speak peace to

my soul. And here I resolve to be waiting upon
thee in the use of all means as I am able, till my
last breath, whatever becomes of me. Let that be a

rule for direction how to order thy heart when thou
art in a mourning condition.

And then a second rule is this. Do not only lie por-

ing upon the dungeon that thou art in, as it were ; but

while thou art mourning for sin, though yet thou
hast not assurance that thy sins be forgiven thee, yet

look up to the promise. It may be thou thinkest it

doth not belong to thee, but let thine eye be upon it.

Look up to the brazen serpent if sin hath stung thee,

as those that were stung in the wilderness looked up
to the brazen serpent : present the covenant of grace
to thy soul. As the presenting of the law hath a
power to terrify the heart, so the presenting of the
gospel it hath a power to draw the heart to it. There
is a quickening in the grace of the gospel when it is

beheld. It is not as a mere object for the eye or un-
derstanding, but there is a virtue in it. It comes
into the heart, to work upon the heart ; many that
are mourners they sufter their hearts to sink down,
only to consider of the blackness of their souls, but
look not up to the graciousness of the promise. We
have a most excellent scripture for that in Ps. Ixxxvi.

4, 6, ' Eejoice the soul of thy servant,' saith David.
It seems David was in a mournful state ; now mark
what he saith, ' Eejoice the soul of thy servant : for

unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul ; ' that is the
way for joy. Thou prayest unto the Lord, Oh that
thou wouldst rejoice my soul ; and yet thou lettest

thy soul fall grovelling upon the ground. ' But re-

joice the soul of thy servant : for, Lord, to thee do
I lift up my soul.' This scriptur&is of exceeding use
to mourners, for there is nothing that mourners for

sin are more faulty in than when they desire joy to
their hearts, yet they sufter their hearts to lie grovel-

ling below ; they do not stir up themselves, and strive

to lift up their souls. ' For unto thee do I lift up
my soul,' saith David. And in verse 5, ' For thou.
Lord, art good, and ready to forgive, and plenteous
in mercy to all them that call upon thee.' The Lord
is ready, if thou canst but lift up thy soul and be
ready. Therefore take heed that the anguish and
trouble of thy soul doth not hinder thee from looking
upon the promise, from listening unto the promise
that is made unto thee. We find in Exod. vi. 9,

that when Moses spake to the children of Israel, the
text saith, ' They hearken not to Moses.' W''hy,

what did Moses come for ? He came to bring a mes-
sage to them for their comfort, but they hearkened
not to him. Why, ' For anguish of spirit, and for

cruel bondage.' The anguish of their spirits and the
cruel bondage was such as made them not to hearken
to Moses. Take heed that this be not thy condition,

thou that art a mourner for sin, that when the time
shall come that I should ajjply the promise unto
thee, that for anguish of spirit and for cruel bondage
thou dost not hearken to what I said to thee. It is

not good for a man that is going over a narrow bridge,

and under which there is a gTeat stream and a deep
river, for him, especially being weak in his head, to

be looking upon the river and considering of the
depth of it, and what a gulf it is that he should be
swallowed up unto if he should fall ; this very look-
ing were enough to make him fall. But let him
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look right on to the shore, and go as carefully as

he can, and when he is got upon the shore, then

he may look back safely, and bless God for his de-

Uverance. So it should he with the heart that is

afflicted for sin. Thou art mourning, and lookest

iipon it as a dreadful gulf that thou art ready to be

swallowed up of; thou art poring upon that now

that may endanger thee to be swallowed up of it.

But the truth is, when thou art upon this brink,

(for the work of repentance it is a kind of brink,)

thou art to look on to the promise, to the grace of

God in the gospel that is tendered unto thee
;
and

when thou art got upon shore, and art enabled to

apply the promise of grace, then thou mayest look

back to that dreadful gulf which thou wast ready to

be swallowed up of, and then bless God for it.

And then a third rule in seeking after comfort is

this, Be not more solicitous about getting comfort to

thyself than about the glory of God ; even when

thou art mourning for sin, labour to get thy heart to

this frame, to be as sohcitous and careful about the

glory of God as about comfort to thyself. We find

this by experience, that many which are afflicted

much for their sin they are altogether for comfort.

Oh that one would s^jeak comfort to them ; and no

word is acceptable unto them except it bring comfort,

and that immediately, to them. But now, in the

meantime, they are little sensible of the dishonour

that God hath had, .or how God should have honour.

Whereas the heart that is rightly wrought upon,

when it apprehends the evil of sin, it is as well taken

up thus : Oh the dishonour that my sin hath brought

to God, and how can that dishonour be made up !

Oh, if I should Uve any further to the dishonour of

this blessed God, what should become of me ! how
much better had it been I had never been born, than

to live to the dishonour of that God that now I see to

be so blessed in himself, and so infinitely worthy of all

honour from his creatures. Ay, this is good, when the

honour of God takes up thy heart, and thou art

solicitous about that; and because thou canst not

make up that breach, therefore thou listenest after

that that thou hearest of in the gospel of Christ. And
yet thou art further careful of this, that whatsoever

rule may be propounded to make against thy sin, or

to further thee in any way of obedience to God, thy

heart doth as greedily embrace those rules as those

rules that make more immediately for thy comfort.

I would express myself in this similitude, that you

may more fully understand what I mean : Many who

have weak stomachs, and their nature almost spent,

they would fain have some spirits to refresh them,

and they are altogether for hot waters; they find

themselves cold, and want strength, and they think

to take such cordials, and to take hot waters, because

they have more spirits and heat in them, and are

more suitable to their condition ; whereas the truth

is, hot waters do but burn them up and spoil them,

and makes them still weaker and weaker, and doth

but consume that natural heat that they have.

Whereas a wise physician when he comes and asks

them what such a one took ; why, every day he drunk
such hot waters. Why, saith he, he hath spoiled him-

self ; he should rather have purged out the ill-humours

in the body, then take broth and other things ; and
though they be not so hot, yet by degrees they will

strengthen nature, and then begin to nourish, and so

there will be good blood, and from good blood there

will be good spirits raised, and they are the best

spirits. When one drinks hot waters they may be in

a flame and heat for a while; ay, but that will not hold.

But if one can come to have heat from good blood,

that will hold, and so the man lives and comes to be

strong. Thus it is for all the world in Christians

;

there are some that are very sensible of their sin, and
they would have all comfort—they would have that

which is altogether spirits preached to them, nothing

else but the very name of Christ, and free grace to

them ; well, it may be that may heat thee a little

while, but the truth is, this heat vanisheth and
comes to nothing. Whereas the other, if he be a wise

physician for the soul, he will apply that word that

may purge out the evil from their hearts ; that word
that carries the life of sanctification, and walking

v/ith God in the ways of holiness, that should put

them upon those things. Together with the free grace

of the gospel, he will present Christ as a king to

rule in the heart, as well as a priest to offer sacrifice;

and this will breed good blood. Therefore be solicitous

about the glory of God—how thou shouldst live to his

praise^ as how thou shouldst come to get comfort to

thyself; for otherwise the greedy seeking of comfort

to thyself may come to be thy undoing.

Fourthly, And then further thou must seek for

comfort in order unto grace, rather than grace in

order unto comfort. You shall have those that vanish

and come to nothing in their seeking for grace ; they

only seek for grace that .they may have comfort, and
have no loye to grace any otherways but because it

may bring them comfort and ease to their consciences.

But now a godly soul it rather seeks for comfort for

the furtherance of grace, than grace for the further-

ance of comfort. Why, why wouldst thou have com-
fort ? Why, by that means I hope my heart will be

more enlarged for God ; and the more peace I give

to my soul, the greater furtherance will this be to the

grace that is in my soul, and therefore would I have

comfort. But a hypocrite he would have grace because

he can have, no comfort without it ; but the other

would have comfort because else grace would not so

much thrive in him.

Fifthly, And then the last rule that I would give
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to mourners is this—If thou canst not be able to

exercise a faith of assurance, try what tliou canst do

to exercise a faith of adherence ; and that thou mayest
do at any time, that every one hath hberty to do.

You will say it is only believers can do this ; but thou

dost not know whether there be some seed of faith

that is begotten in thy heart already, yea or no ; and
therefore let thy contUtion be the saddest that pos-

sibly can be conceived. Thou sayest that thou hast

been such and such a wretched sinner ; well, we will

grant it. Yet I say this very instant, when thou lookest

upon thyself as such a vile sinner, there is nothing to

the contrary but that there may be a putting forth of

the faith of adherence—that is, the casting of thy

soul upon the free grace and the full grace of God in

Christ, and cleaving to it. You will say, But I may
presume ; have I any right to it ? I say this. There
is never any soul had any other right to the promise

of grace but by casting itself upon it ; that gave it

right. Now it may be thou hast not the faith of

assurance—that is, to conclude thus : Well, Christ is

mine, and because I know he is so, therefore I will

trust and believe in him. But thou mayest do thus :

I see the promise that is tendered to \Yretched, sinful

creatures, and therefore, though I do not know that

he is mine, yet I will venture luy soul and eternal

estate upon it ; I will lie here and roll ray soul upon
this free grace of God in Christ for pardon, and like-

wise for sanctification and salvation, and for all good.

This is the way of getting comfort, I say, to endea-

vour what you may to put forth an act of the faith

of adherence in cleaving, though thou canst not put

forth an act of assurance. Thus I have endeavoured

to speak to those that are.mourners to comfort them;
for Christ saith, ' They shall have comfort.' If I

could but now bring the promise that Christ hath
made here to any one soul, though it may fall out so

that some may be hardened and abuse what is said,

yet it will be enough, and Christ will accept of it.

If the comfort promised may be brought by this ser-

mon home to any one soul, Christ saith, ' Thou shalt

be comforted;' but how shall this be effected but by
the word, and therefore thou dost well to come and
attend upon the word. It may be thou hast come
oftentimes to hear the word. Ay, but it hath not com-
forted thy soul ; there hath not been a union between

the word and thy soul, and so thou hast gone away
comfortless. Well, yet come again ; do not say that

it is in vain for me to attend the word, for I have
heard, I am sure, as precious truths deHvered as ever

can be heard by any, and I liave not found them to

comfort me. Well, though they have not at that

time, there hath not been a close between thy heart

and those truths
;
yet still come again and again, and

at length there will be a close between the word and
thy soul ; and that may be darted into thy soul by

the Spirit of God in one sentence that thou hadst

not before in all thy life. Oh, sailh one, I find my
heart troubled for sin, and mourning for sin ; I would
have comfort, and God knows I read the word, and
there I find precious and excellent truths ; ay, but they

do not get to my heart. Well, I come to hear the

word, and I find that I get nothing thereby ; ay, but I

will come again, and wait at the pool to see when the

angel will come and stir in my heart. Well, now
though it come not yet, yet at length thou shalt be

able to say, as Mr Glover, that spake to his friend

Austen, though he could have no comfort for a long
time, yet at length when he came in sight of the

stake he cries to his friend, ' he is come, he is

come.' So in the use of means wait while the word
shall come and close with thy heart, that thou mayest
have comfort. Well, I cannot say but that God
hath comforted my soul in my mourning condition.

Oh that I did but know whether it were the comfort
of Jesus Christ, yea or no ! Well, I will give you two
or three notes to know whether it be the comfort of

Jesus Christ or no.

In the first place. If thy joy and comfort be the

joy of the Lord, why then it is thy strength : so

Nehemiah, chap. viii. 10, saith to the people. You
find joy brings strength, comfort brings strength to

your souls. As thus, canst thou say. Well, through
God's mercy, though I were weak heretofore, and could
not overcome such and such corruptions, since God
hath spoken peace to my soul I have found more
strength to come into my heart to overcome my cor-

ruptions than ever I did before. Why, is this thy
comfort ? doth it work thus ? Peace to thee, it is

from God ; that that carries unto God it comes from
him, it is* a delusion or a fancy. Hypocrites are

discovered in this as much as in anything ; though
when they are in terrors, then they will take heed of

sin, and set upon duty ; but when they have peace,

then they grow more loose. But it is otherwise in

such whose hearts are sincere with God.
Secondly, That that is the true comfort of Chris-

tians, is fed by that that at first wrought it. Look,
what begets a thing doth nourish it, so the philoso-
phers say; it is so in nature, and it is so in the heart
of man. Look, what nourishes thy comfort, that
did beget thy comfort ; and what begets it, that will

nourish it, and nothing else. Now then, if thy com-
fort be truly spiritual, be from the Spirit of Jesus
Christ in thy heart, then there is nothing that will

nourish thy comfort more than Jesus Christ in thy
heart; and it makes thee therefore long after more
communion with Jesus Clirist. Hypocrites have
comfort; but what doth nourish andmaintain their

comfort ? Outward things that they enjoy, the
esteem of the world, their gifts and parts and en-

* Qu. ' otherwise it is' ?—Ed.
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largements maintain their comfort. But now the

comforts of the saints are such as are maintained by

higher principles. As you know, the Scripture com-

pares joy to light ; now we know in nature there is a

light that is maintained and fed by mean things, as

the light of a candle. But then there is the light of

the sun. Now that light is of another nature; that

is not fed by such low and base things as the light of

candles are. Now in Scripture the joy of the wiclced

is compared to the light of a candle ; but the joy of

the saints is compared to the light of tlie sun : Prov.

iv. 18, 'The righteous is as the sun, that shineth more
and more unto the perfect day.' Now if thou findest

this, that tlie light that thou hast in thy soul is main-

tained from principles that are above, from the Sun
of righteousness shining into thy heart, surely it is a

right comfort.

And then thirdly. If thy comfort be such as doth

rule all other comforts in thy heart—I mean the

comfort in hope of the pardon of thy sin. The com-
forts of a hypocrite are such, that though they are

much affected with joy, yet it is not able to overrule the

natural comfort they have, neither can it eat out the

corrupt joy that was in their souls. But now the joy

of the saints, I say it is such as overrules natural joy,

and eats out corrupt and sinful joy. As the light of

the sun, you know, it will put out the light of the

kitchen fire, and darken the light of the candle, so

the light and heat of true comfort in the soul will

eat out that carnal joy that was before : saith Austin,

How sweet is it to want such sweetnesses. There
was a time that I thought I could not tell how in

the world to be without the sweetness of such and
such lusts. But now, oh how sweet is it to be with-

out them! So many of you must live jollily; ay,

but the joy that you have, what is it but joy in base

and low things ? it is nothing but corrupt joy which
you have. But now, if you had the comforts of the

Holy Ghost, it would eat out that joy, so that there

would be no place for such corrupt joy as now your
hearts take such content in : and thus much for the

speaking to those that are mourners. We have yet

a word or two to speak,

First, To those that have rot yet been such
mourners, and then to speak to the saints to put
them on to mourn yet further, seeing Christ jsro-

mises such comfort.

For those who are shy of mourning. There are a
generation of men that are so shy of mourning, they

think it will bring them to despair if they should

give but any way in their mourning for their sin
;

and therefore, though sometimes they think their

hearts begin to be touched by the word, they labour

with all their might to put off that word, and they
will come no more to hear if they meet with a word
thatcouics to their consciences and cuts to the quick.

They will come no more ; they cannot sleep so quietly

that niglit as they did formerly ; they look upon
mourning for their sin with such a shy eye, as if it

were the most wickedest thing in the world. Oh,
poor deluded soul, thou art infinitely mistaken ! Ee-
member this text, and know that by this text thou
mayest—if thou well acknowledge this to be the

book of God, and these to be the words of Christ

—

know that thou art mistaken. Christ saith that they

are blessed— ' Blessed are those that mourn ;
' if thou

wouldst come to be a blessed man, entertain even
a spirit of mourning. Doth the Spirit of God begin

to come to thy soul through the word 1 be willing to

open thy heart to him, and entertain it, and make
much of that word. Eemember that text—I speak
of it but by way of allusion—in Dan. vii. 28, saith

Daniel there, ' My cogitations much troubled me, and
my countenance changed in me : but I kept the

matter in my heart.' It is a very observable place;

Daniel had something revealed by God unto him. It

is true, the case is dififerent, Daniel's and yours ; but
there was a message of God revealed unto him, and
the text saith, ' That the thoughts of his heart did

trouble him, and his countenance was even changed.'

Well, would he cast it off now? No; but I kept
the matter in my heart for all that. I verily believe

that some of you coming to hear the word, there is

sometime darted into your spirits that doth trouble

your thoughts when you lie upon your beds and
awake in the night season ; there is something that

troubles your hearts, and you will go into company
to put it off. Oh no, but you should keep it rather.

How dost thou know but that now the Lord is in a
way to make thee blessed ? Thou didst go on before

in a way that tended to wrath and misery, in a cursed

way. Now the Lord Christ is coming to thee to

make thee blessed, for aught thou knowest, and thou
hast an opportunity for blessedness that, perhaps, if

thou shalt reject, thou shalt never have again. Thou
wilt now put off the word that doth now begin to

work with thee. It may be, if thou shouklst, the

Lord may say. Let the word never strike thy heart

more, let the Spirit never accompany this word more
;

and then upon thy sickbed, when thou wouldst have
comfort, this scripture may be brought against thee,
' Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be com-
forted;' and thou hadst a wretched heart, that didst

reject the ways of the Spirit, that would have made
thee mourn. Oh, as e^'er any of you would have
comfort upon your sickbeds and deathbeds, be willing

to mourn, and follow on the work of the Holy Ghost,
when it doth begin to stir your hearts in a mourn-
ing way for your sin ! and be not put off by any con-

ceit whatsoever ; though some perhaps have taught a
new way to make people wholly abandon moiu'iiing,

yet know that it is the old way which the saints of God
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have gone on heretofore in ; and therefore embrace

this, and to the end that thou mayest embrace it,

take these few directions.

In the first place, It is a good way for men that

find their hearts begin to be troubled for their sin,

for them to get alone, to get out of the way from

other company, and to retire themselves. At any

time when thou findest thy heart begin to be troubled,

retire thyself, get alone, be musing of thy sin, and
lay the rule to thy heart all alone between God and
thy soul. It is a very excellent observation that we
may have from that of Peter when he had committed

that great sin, and Christ did look upon him
;
you

know the text saith, ' He went out and wept bitterly.'

But I find, in one of the Gospels, it is said more than

'he went out
;

'—though that would serve our turn, that

he would not stay among the company, but when he

vi'ould fall a-mourning he gets alone—but I find in

Mark's Gospel, chap. xiv. 72, it is said, ' And when
he thought thereon, he wept.' Now the word that

is translated ' He thought thereon,' sct/Skaws, those

that understand the original know it is a word that

signifies any kind of violence that a man uses upon
himself, and so by some translated, ' The casting out

himself—a using a violence upon himself in casting

himself out from the company ; he had enough of

them. Oh do thou so when thou feelest the Spirit

of God begin to stir and work in thy heart ! even cast

out thyself, as it were, from company, and labour to

work upon thy thoughts those things that may affect

thy heart further.

Secondly, Present God to thy soul to the uttermost

that thou art able. Consider that thou hast to deal

with an infinite God in all thy ways
;
present God

and Christ to thy soul. You will say, I dare not.

Ay, but be not afraid of tliis
;
you must one day see

the Lord in his glory, and therefore present the Lord

to thy soul now in his glory.

Thirdly, And then do not satisfy your hearts in any

duty till you find your hearts beginning to break
;
do

thou call thyself to account, I am now praying to

God, and I can pray, ' Forgive us our trespasses as

we forgive them.' But now do I find my heart mourn-

ing for them, I speak of my sins, do I acknowledge

them in the bitterness and trouble of my soul ? Oh,

this were an excellent frame, not to leave off till thou

findest thy heart somewhat to stir. Ay, but you Avill

say. Oh, but I cannot get my heart to stir ; God
knows I would give a great deal if every time I went

into the presence of God I could get my heart to

lament and mourn for my sin ; oh, but I cannot. It

is well that thou sayest that thou wouldst do it,

whereas you have some that think if once they be

believers, why, then, should they mourn ? Now for

the convincing of this vain opinion, know but thus

much, that the truth is, there is rather more mourn-

ing that is required and used to be preached by the

saints after the assurance of the pardon of sin than
before it. I say more, and I will give you that notable

example of David. You find that when David had
sinned, and the prophet came to convince him of his

sin, David said he had sinned ; the prophet, in the

name of God, saith to him, ' The Lord hath done
away thy sin.' But now a long time after, when
David made the 51st Psalm, you shall find he fell a-

mourning afresh; and yet his sin was forgiven before,

and he knew it was forgiven, and yet do but observe

the 5Ist Psalm, what the title is that David gives to

the psalm, ' To the chief musician, a psalm of David,

when Nathan the prophet came unto him after he
had gone in to Bathsheba.' So that Nathan had
come to him before he makes this psalm, and Nathan,
when he came to him, he told him his sin was for-

given, and yet he makes this psalm, and laments his

sin in bitterness, and cries to God to restore the joy
of his salvation, that the bones that he had broken
might rejoice. His very bones were broken, notwith-

standing he had that message from God that his sin

was forgiven. If the Lord should send a messenger
from heaven to tell any one of you, man, woman, all the

sins that ever thou hast committed in all thy hfe are

freely forgiven, what wouldst thou do now ? Truly
thou hast much cause upon this, this evening to get

into thy closet and to lament thy sin, and this night,

if it were possible, to water thy couch with thy tears

— as David saith, he made it swim ; tlierefore the

assurance of the pardon of our sin is no hindrance
to mourning for sin, only it makes our mourning
more sweet and evangelical than it was before. And
therefore for thy help, that thou mayest get thy heart

thus to mourn, look up for the spirit of mourning

:

Zech. xii. 10, ' I will pour the spirit of grace and sup-

plication, and they shall look upon me whom they

have pierced; and they shall mourn for him as one
mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness

for him, as one is in bitterness for his first-born.'

Mark, God hath not only promised comfort to the

mourners, but he hath promised mourning to the

sinners too. Why, thou art not excluded, the promise
is infinite :

' I vyill pour out the spirit of grace and
supplication, and they shall mourn.' Why, Lord
God, I have a hard heart, yet if thou wilt pour that

Spirit of thine upon me, I shall mourn ; therefore

look up to God and plead the promise. And then
that other promise, ' I will take away the heart of

stone, and give them a heart of flesh
;

' why. Lord,

this promise of thine is not to such and such upon
such and such conditions, but a free and absolute

promise.

And then it is a good way to converse with
mourners, to go into the company of such as are

broken-hearted Christians. It will make a man
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think thus : Why, Lord God, such a one that walks

so moft'ensively, so graciously, yet what a broken

heart hath such a one. I have a wretched heart,

and yet I cannot find my heart break ; thus the very

society of poor broken hearts will be a mighty help

to thee.

And then, fourthly. If you cannot mourn, then

mourn that you cannot mourn. Oh this will be

acceptable unto God. You will say, I cannot have

command over my heart to mourn for sin as I desire.

Ay, but canst not thou go to God and make thy

moan, and complain of this as the greatest evil that

is upon thee : Lord, I account this dull, hard heart of

mine as a most fearful evil upon me ?

And then, fifthly. Do not give way to yourselves

to take any joy or comfort in anything in this world

till you get your hearts broken for your sin. Will

not my heart yieUl in way of mourning for sin, it

shall not rejoice then ; I will not let it out to any

vain mirth and joy until I can get it to break, and

although heretofore I took content in such and such
company, and in the use of the creature. It is true,

it is lawful for a man to take comfort, but is it con-

venient for such a man as I that can never mourn for

my sin ? Nay, I will charge this upon my heart, first

to labour to be affected for sin, and to mourn for sin,

and then I hope I shall take more comfort both in

God and his creatures than heretofore.

And then, Lastly, Oh take heed of sinning after

mourning, thou that wouldst have such a mourning
heart as is here spoken of in this my text for thy sin.

Take heed that if ever God begins to break thy heart

and help thee to mourn, that thou do not sin wilfully

after mourning. If God begins to wound thy heart

for tliy sin, above all times thou hadst need now to

be watchful and careful over thyself. Oh let me lay

a deep charge upon thy soul to look to itself, that now
being troubled for such and such a sin, thou do not

after this give way and liberty to thy soul to commit
the same sin again.

SERMON X.

OR,

AN EXHORTATION TO MOURNERS FOR SIN.

' Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall he comforted,'—Mat. v. 4.

I HAVE hut a word or two for exhortation further

about this argument of mourning for sin.

It is an exhortation even to those that have

mourned for sin, to mourn still, to make it a con-

tinued work. I told you that the assurance of the

pardon of sin is no hindrance to mourning for it, but

should rather be a furtherance, as it was in David
;

and therefore you who are the people of God, God
expects that you should mourn for sin, for you know
how sin is against the holiness of God, the blessed

will of God, more than others do
;
you know what

price was paid for the purchase of the pardon of it

more than others do, and therefore do you mourn.

Your sins they grieve the Spirit of God more than

others' do. The sins of other men may provoke God's

Spirit, but yours grieve God's Spirit, Eph. iv. 30

;

your sins do more hurt than others' do, therefore do

you mourn. You know what the great mischief is

that sin doth iu the world, Rom. viii. 21, 22 ; sin

makes the whole cre^ition to groan under the burden

of it, and shall not you be sensible of so much evil of

sin as remains in your hearts ? You know that sin is a
greater evil than all afflictions whatsoever, and there-

fore do you mourn
;
go under the burden of sin with

a heavy heart as long as you live. It is not long
that God hath to glorify himself in your sorrow, it

will not be long but you shall be delivered from your
sin ; but so long as you have this body of sin about
you, God expects mourning from you. God expects

from you not only to mourn for your own sin, but to

mourn for the sins of others, ' and blessed are they
that do so, they shall be comforted.'

First, We are to mourn for the sins of others. We
have very remarkable scripture for this, Ezra ix. 3.

Oh the lamentable condition that Ezra was in for

the sins of his people ! he doth rend his garments,
and sits down astonished for their sins. And David
in Ps. cxix. 63, ' Horror takes hold upon me,' saith

David. What! wasthcreanygreat judgment near him?
No ;

' Horror hath taken hold upon me because of the
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wicked thcat forsake thy law.' When he behekl the

\Yickedness of men, his heart Was struck with horror,

because they forsoolc God's law; and ver. 136, ' Rivers

of water run down mine eyes, because they keep not

thy law;' and ver. 158, ' I beheld the transgressors,

and was grieved ; because they kept not thy word.'

David's spirit was in a very blessed frame when lie

penned this psalm, and see how he is atl'ected with

the sins of others ; and in that famous place, the 9th

of Ezekiel, there you find how God marks those that

mourn for the sius of the places where they live. And
if we look into the New Testament, there is nothing

more full ; the example of Paul, 2 Cor. xii., ' When
I come God shall humble me, and I shall bewail those

that have sinned ;' and that place is famous, 2 Pet.

ii. 7—it is said of righteous Lot that his soul was
vexed ; and then in ver. 8, it is said, ' He vexed his

righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful

deeds.' The word in the Greek is different from what
it is in your books ; m the 7th verse is a word, -/.(ira-

Tototj/j.itov, that signifies opjiressed; as much as op-

pressed the soul ; it was a burden to his soul, as an

oppression is a burden to a man ; he accounted him-

self wronged by the sins of others, and he went under

it as a great oppressing burden. That is the mean-
ing of the word. I find the same word in Acts vii.

24, where it is spoken of ]\Ioses that helped the man
that was oppressed. The word that is there, him
that was oppressed, is xararroiov/iieui

; it is the same
that is here, for Lot's soul was vexed. And I find

sometimes the word signifies to be weakened by sick-

ness in other authors; so it is said of Lot, righteous Lot,

the wickedness that he saw in others did so trouble

his righteous soul, as it was as grievous to him as a

sickness is to you. That is the meaning of the first

word in ver. 7. Then the second word that is in

ver. 8, there it is vexed again ; but the word is in the

original, f/Saurai'/^si', he did cruciate. It is a word
that is used to signify the tormenting of a man upon
a rack, as if the Holy Ghost should say the wicked-

ness of those he lived among did put that gracious

soul of his upon the rack. He was as a man upon
the rack, with the sins of those among whom he lived

;

and you that are wicked and ungodly, you must not

think that you shall only suffer for your own sins,

you shall suffer for the grief that you put the godly

to. You must not think that your sins concern not

them at all ; oh yes. You do wrong them by the sins

you commit. Why, if you should see a man strike

your father in the street, and you should come to him
and ask him why he did it ; and he should answer.

What is that to you ? I did not strike you. But you
strike my father. So when you sin you strike their

Father, you dishonour their God, and this is a crucia-

ting unto them.

The reasons therefore why we must mourn for the

sins of others as well as our own, that is the first,

because the blessed God is so much dishonoured. Oh
how must it needs go to the heart of a godly man to

see that God, whom his soul loves—that God who is

so infinitely blessed and glorious, so infinitely worthy
of all honour from all creatures, to be so dishonoured

by base, wretched worms ! There is a report of

Crcesus' son, that was dumb all his days, until he saw
a soldier striking at his father to kill him, and then
the afl'ection that he bore to his father did break the

bars of his speech, and he cries out. Why do you kill

Croesus ? So when we see God, that blessed God, so

dishonoured, whom our souls do so love, it must of

necessity piiBrce our hearts.

And then, secondly, Our love to others should

cause grief. Why? when we see others sin against God,
we see them do mischief to themselves. Doth it not
grieve you when you see men wound and destroy

themselves ? when j'ou hear of men's houses on fire,

and of the grievous pains they are in ? Why, you
mourn for it, and it would make, you say, the hard-

est heart in the world to melt. You can never see a
man so miserable by anything as he is by sin ; sin

makes him the most miserable creature in the world,

and therefore, if you have any love to your brother,

mourn for his sin.

And then, thirdly. Because the sins of others doth
bring a great deal of evil to the world. What is the

cause of the evils that are in the world but the sins

that are committed in the world ? and while thou
dost live in the world, thou canst not but partake of

the miseries that do come by sin. In Eccles. ix. 18,
' One sinner destroys much good ;' what doth many
sinners then ? As the vapours, they ascend in-

sensibly up, but they come down sensibly ; so the sins

of the world they may ascend up, and men not regard
them, but they will come down in grievous storms
and tempests.

And then, fourthly, There is cause of mourning
for the sins of others, because thou canst never see

any man commit any sin but thou hast cause to con-
sider that the root of that sin is in thy heart. It is

reported of Bradford that he never saw a man commit
a sin, never heard a man swear an oath, or the like,

but he would use to say, ' God be merciful to me a
sinner.' God be merciful to me—that is, he saw the
root of that sin in his heart. It is true, the Lord hath
restrained thee from such cross sins, but thou hast
the root of them in thy heart ; and therefore thou
hast cause to mourn when thou seest sin in others.

And blessed are they that do thus mourn.
For, first, This argues sincerity ; this argues much

of the Spirit of God. It doth not argue so much sin-

cerity to mourn for our own sins as for the sins of

others ; though indeed there is more cause why we
should mourn for our own sins than for others', yet
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there is more sincerity in monrning for others' sins

than for our own.

And then, secondly, By mourning for other men's

sins thou dost free thyself from the guilt of them.

How canst thou that livest in a nation or family be

free from the sins of those that thou dost converse

withal, if thou dost not mourn for them ? But now
when thou canst mourn for the sins of others, thou

dost free thyself from the guilt of them, and especially

when thou mournest for the sins of such as are in

relation to thee, then thou dost free thyself from the

guilt of those ; as it may be there is such a godly

child whose eyes God hath opened to see his own
sins, and he mourns for them. Oh, but he thinks

with himself, will ever God be merciful to me that

came of such a stock ? I have such a father or mother

that is so profane, a drunkard, a swearer, a scorner,

and I am afraid that the Lord will visit the sin of

my father upon me. Now, thou that art a child hast

no way to be delivered from the guilt of the wicked-

ness of thy father and mother, or thy forefathers,

but by mourning for them. Hath God pulled thee out

of a wicked stock, now God doth expect that thou

shouldst mourn and lament for the sins of that stock
;

and so thou livest in a wicked family, and the judg-

ments of God may come upon the family for its sin,

why, thou canst not free thyself but by mourning for

their sins as well as thy own ; and blessed art thou

if thou dost so. If thou dost mourn for their sins, the

Lord will not visit their sins upon thee.

And then, thirdly. Blessed are they that do mourn
for the sins of others, because by this means they

make themselves fit instruments of God to be used

by God to help against the sins of others. No men
are such fit instruments of God, to do God service, to

stop the course of the sins of others, as those that

take them to heart ; and therefore above all men,

men in public place, that God makes use of to stop

the course of wickedness, they should be men that

should be much exercised with this grace of mourning

for the sins of others. You that God makes to be

chief in parishes, and towns or cities, and puts into

your hands to stop the course of sin in the place

where you live, now if your hearts be not touched

with the sins of the places where you live, how unfit

instruments will you be for the honour of God, for

the stopping of sin. No marvel though men in place

care little what becomes of things ; let things go

which way they will, if they may get any gain. Why, to

this day they never knew what it was to be in a closet

alone, between God and their souls, lamenting for the

sins of the places where they live; but blessed are they

that do so, for they are the instruments that God doth

use, and that he delights to employ in much service.

And then they shall be comforted, these that do

thus mourn.

For, first. In public calamity they shall be hid. As
we know Jeremiah, he was a great mourner for the

sins of others ; and in Jer. xv. 1 1 the Lord makes a

promise to him in the time of public calamity to be
hid. Kead Jer. ix., beginning, and so on, and you shall

find him bitterly lamenting, oh that his head were
waters, and his eyes a fountain of tears, and that he
had a cottage in the wilderness ; indeed, it is in part

for the slain of his people, but it is for their sins like-

wise. And in Jer. xv. 1 1 God promises that he shall

be hid : and that place in Ezek. ix. is famous ; the

Lord would have one with a pen and iukhorn go and
mark all them that mourn for the sins of others.

Take notice of them, saith God ; whatsoever calamity

doth befall the place where they live, I will be mer-
ciful to them—one way or other I will provide for

them.

And then, secondly, Thou shaltbe comforted. Know
thou that art a mourner for the sins where thou
livest, that within a little while all the wickedness of

men shall be subdued—all shall be brought under, so

as God shall not be dishonoured by the sins of men
as now he is, all the refuse shall be cast upon the

dunghill ; there shall be nothing but rejoicing at the

righteous judgments of God upon wicked men. In-

deed, now when we see God dishonoured by wicked
men that live among us, we are to mourn, but there

is a time coming that there shall be no more mourn-
ing for their sin, but rejoicing at the righteous judg-

ments of God executed upon their sin :
' Blessed are

you that mourn, for you shall be comforted.'

And for this, by way of use, briefly, thus

:

Oh, let us learn then to lay to heart the sins of

those where we live, not only in our parishes, fami-

lies, those that belong to us, but the sins of the

nation.

I will instance but in some few particulars, and
you that are the most barren in meditation you may
easily reckon up abundance more.

As, first, Let us mourn for the great injustice that

is among us at this day ; there is cause of mourning
for that, the oppression and injustice. In Isa. lix.

11, 14, 15, 'We roar all like bears, and mourn sore

like doves.' Why ? ' We look for judgment, but

there is none ; for salvation, but it is far oti' from us ;

'

and so he goes on in the 14tli verse :
' And judgment

is turned away backward, and justice standeth afar

off, for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot

enter : yea, truth faileth, and he that departeth from
evil maketh himself a prey; and the Lord saw it, and
it displeased him that there was no judgment.' What
an aggravation is this to this sin of injustice, that it

should be at such a time as now it is, that when the

Lord by such an outstretched arm delivered us from
our oppressors, that now we should oppress one an-

other. I believe there was never a greater cry for the




