This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of
to make the world’s books discoverable online.

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was nevel
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domair
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover.

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey fro
publisher to a library and finally to you.

Usage guidelines

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belon
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have take
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying.

We also ask that you:

+ Make non-commercial use of the fild&e designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these fil
personal, non-commercial purposes.

+ Refrain from automated queryirigo not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on m:
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encc
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help.

+ Maintain attributionThe Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping ther
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it.

+ Keep it legalWhatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume |
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in al
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe.

About Google Book Search

Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
athttp://books.google.com/ |



http://google.com/books?id=Cyo3AAAAMAAJ

Digitized by GOOg[@



Digitized by GOOg[@



Digitized by GOOg[@



Digitized by GOOg[@



D

cam—— e s avme . - . o o
- -
. .
- - O B v i - - . -
. < .
: ‘ r R I
. - r .o R U U 3t RPN I T
- - .
N - - . . .
. - R . ~ -
.
¢~ . .
A
.
. T .
. BN R . . - e N
PRERTEEE Spgy oo : - o
: N LN S A I
N .
. . . . ¢
- . . 4
. - .oom L LA ) 7 - "~
o, s B O T A ¢ U .
.
] ¥
Lo ; o~ gn tyoe . N
. o . L Wt N . 3
. : : . : '
€ . . ) - .
i - - -
- - . Y - . o,
.- N Lo . . \
- ot ] PR N . PR .
Lt i ol e a - N
. . B o, - ~ . A r - .
. . . . N .
- - M 3 -
N . . .
“ . - < . . H
- . B
- LA
L " . : )
. b . ..
. £y
- » N - P, .
- N - . N - . -~ N i - «
errio Nt sl dsen s - 8 . S veR oL,
.. - . ‘
-
sew - v i» s . .o
'.w" sl % - L. B
PR R . B
. . . : « .
- ? * Lo Tare L - .
R .- e P A T sat o o by et



———

283852888288228
Die Mercurii 3. Augufi ;16 46.

, Rdered by the C ommons
affembled inPARLIAMENT,
That Mr. Blakiston doe from this.
Houfe give Thankesto Mr. Bar-
rougbes , for the great paines he
~ tooke in the Sermonhe preached
thisday at the intreaty of this Houfe
at SMargarets W eftminfter, (it be-
ing the day of Publique Humilia-
tion) and todefire him to print his.
Sermon. | B

Hen. Elfynge Cler-Parl.dom.Com:
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new Earth, wherein righteoufneffe
{hall dwell , which the/'l‘t[dules of the
Saints bunger andthirft after:you bave
their prayers,Watered With vheir teares.
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SERMON PREACHED
AT THELATE FASTBEFORE

theCoummons Houfeof PARL1AMENT.

-Bleffed are they which doe bunger and thirft after Righte.
oufae([e, for they [ball be ﬁlleﬁ. - # &

Ou now faft, the Argument of my Text, is
Az hunger and. thirft; Iam new preaching to the
Za8 High Court of Jaftice, and what’s more futa- .
PN ble then to preach of righteoulnefle ? you are
“94%, - bungering and thirfting , and what’s more
% fealonable--for one who is to fpeake to your
L D] / {oules', then'to- endeavour the wurning of the.
LT LBGAD tuoger and thirft of your bodies, to foule-

"hunger and thrift ? And if your foules hunger and thirft yit is pidie
that they fhould - hunger aud thirft afte any thing but righteouf-
‘meffe; for nothing elfecan fatisfie them, - Wee read inthe 35 Chap.
of this Gofpel , offoure thoufand men, befides women and chil- -
dren, thgt were ready to faint for hunger 5 and Chrift had com-
paffion' upon them 3 oh that I could fee in this numerous Audi-
tory , many gafping this day for meat for their foules ! I feare not

i ibmhat 'God hath fent me with this day, will fatisfie every one of

“thremt. T o ' :

- T'fhall not fatisfie wantons, who play with their meat, but what - -
1 thall bring in the Name of God, I doubt not but may fatisfic eve- -
ry hungry foule. ' , E :

« " Wee are this day about a bleffed work, even the fecking the face -

i B The




oA Sermon preached at the late Faf,

The words I have read, are the words of our blefled Saviour
The hunger and thirft hereis blefled. The Perfons are blefled. The
promife is blefied; all that'wee haveto doc with, is blefled chis day.
Fobn -preached to his difciples in aterrible manner ; Ob generation
of Vipers 5 who bath forewarned you to flie from she wrab 10 come ? Now
3 the axe laid to theroot of the tree.  Many of Chrifts Auditors had
been Jobns , and being terrified by his. Miniftery , Chrift conveys
the truths that he preaches unto themin a way of blefling ; while he
tells them what they ought to doc , hetells them how bleffed they
fhould be indoing. - :

The words area part of the Sermon of Chrift himfelfes He is the
wifdome of the Father, he knows the Father, none knows him but
he, and he to whom hereveales him ; He knows all the Counfells
and thoughts of the Father concerning our eternall eftates ; He
faith , that whatfoever be bad beard of the Father , that be told to bis
+ Difeiples. Behold, here he is preaching. My Téxca part of the moft
heavenly, and largeft Sermon, that ever he preached, that is record-
ed.In the 61. of Ifai. beginning, He s anointed to preach; and in the
40 Pfalme, he is faid to be apreacher of Righteonfuefle. What he is A-
nointed to doe, and what is prophecied of him, that here he doth.
This day he is preaching righteoufieffe to huogry and thirfty foules.
Chrift in the 8 of Dan. 13. iscalled the Speaker, Another Saint faid
10 the fpeaker. And the Apoftle feemes to allude to that Scripture
in the 12 of the Heb. 25. Seeyee refufe not him that fpeaketh. See yee
refufe not the fpeaker. In the 24 verfe of chis Chap. it’s faid , Chrift
opened bis mouth and taught : noting the ferioufnefle of what he faid;’
as wee ufe to fay, Wee faw it with our eyes, Wee heard fuch a thing
with our eares. : - .

It was a mercy that Chrift had his mouth now opened. The
Scribes and Pharifees wanted not malice to have ftopt ic. It’s a mer-
" ¢y that the faichfull Minifters of Chrift have their mouths open.
And blefled be God for you, that you have ftopt the mouths of
" thofe that heretofore have ftopt theirs. I remember, I have read of
the godly people in Chryfofones time, that were fo troubled at the -
very thought of the ftopping of the mouth of Chryfifieme, that they
ufed to fay, that it were better that the very Sunne did withdraw
her light, then thac the mouth of Joba Chryfiftome (hould be ftopt ;
fo did they prize the opening of the gouth of that Minifter of

A . Chift-
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éef_or:tbe Commons Houfeof Parliament.,

Chirift. In the 6. of Luk.20.-where wee have the fame Sermon re-
corded (though there are fome different thoughts of Interpreters
about it , but I have notime to anfiwer the obje&ions , they may
cafily be taken away , wee will take it for the prefent for. the fame)
Ic is faid, Chrift lifted up bis ¢yes npon bis Difeiples, when he thus
preached to them. Chrifts eyes fparkled with wifdome and holi-
nefle ; wifdome makes the face ofmantofhine , Rev. 1. 14 His eyes
were a fame of fire. There is a great deale of power in the very eyes
of a faithfull Minifter, faftened upon the people. In the 13. of the
AGs, 9. verl. wee read of Paxl, that hefaftened hiseyes upon Elymas,
and faith , Ob thou full of all mifchicf and fubtilty. He was very loath to
lofe fo great a prize, a great-man,a manin office, a Deputy that ber
gan to imbrace the Gofpel, when he fawdanger to lofe him his fpi-
ritwasraifed, he faftened his eyes withindignation upon Elymas.

The time when Chrift preached this Sermon, was after he had
. . been at prayer all night together ; for fo youfind in the 6 of Luke,
12, 13.20. verfes. N S '
Here , 1. wee have long Prayer juftified, upon extraordinary oc-
cafions. : ‘

2. The heart of Chrift was-fo full with that that concern'd the
glory of his Fathery and the good of his Charch, that he fpends
a whole night in prayer: Oh confider of this you who fpend nights
in chambering and wantonneffe, the Lord Jefus fpent nights in
prayer. - - :

Further, he fpent a whole nightin prayer when he was to chufe
his twelve in the moring to fend them abroad ; it was furely for
the preparation for fome great work , the Lord Chrift looke upon
it as the weightieft worke next to his owne mediation that ever
was done in the world, the fending his Apoftles abroad. Surely
the worke of the Miniftery isa greatand a weighty work, doe not
fleight it. Chrift prays all night to prepare them, and for a blef-
fing upon them ; and after this his prayerhe preaches. this Sermon,

' thouggohis body might be weary, ‘yet he preaches ; Minifters and
others fhould not be too- dainty of their bodies, they (hould fpend
‘time in prayer, and though the flefh be weary, yet fet upon the
worke God fets them about ,and venture their healths with God.
Its true , your worke wearies your bodies, yet remember Chrift .was
not dainty of his. And wbatB a Sermon doth . Chrift preach after
: ‘B2 “he




4 'y 4 Scmdn\pvreacbea at tbelmfa]i, .

he had fpent fo much time in prayer? Minifters certainly would
Preach better , if they prayed more ; thofe Sermons that come
from hearts heated with prayer, lie warmef at the Audicors
hearts. When a Minifter fhall comeupinto the Pulpic, with his -
heart recking in prayer ,that’s the Sermon that's like to doe moft
pgood. : -

The fcope of his Sermon , is to (hew whereia blefledacfle con-
fifts ; onely Chrift fhewsus how wee thould be biefled ; the Philofo-
pher by ftrength of reafon, beats the bufh, but the Chriftian-
by faith catches the bird ; Oh the convi&ions that many have had
of Bleflednefle by the Miniftry of the Gofpel, though their heares
+have been running out after vanitic and folly all their dayes before,
the Gofpel hath fhowne unco them the glory of God, and what
the excellency of mans natureiscapable of, and that hath givena:
mighty turne to thelr hearts:  And blefled therfore are they that
heare the Gofpel,-and imbracé it. In the 17,0f Luk, 27. Bleffed is
~ the_wombe that bare thee, ({aith fome of Chrifts Auditors) and the
“paps that-gave thee fuck : Nay, (aith Chrift, Blefled aresbey that beare’

the word of God and keep'is. I1v'sa more blefled thing to heare the -
Gofpel, .and imbrace it, then to have Chrilt conceived in your
wombs, then to givefuck to Chrift.- What woman but would ac-
count thav a blefled thing, if Chrift had been conceived in . her
wombe, and if her paps had given Chrift fuck ? If you heare the
Gofpely:and imbrace it; you are moreblefled then if you had fuch -
a blkfling granted to yon byGod 5 and what a blefled worke is ic
then to fend the Gofpel abroad, that men may know wherein
blefledneffe confifts 2 Oh lee not differencesin matters of lefler mo-
ment hinder the fending abroad, and the fpreading of the blefled -
Goifj)e! Many of you, Iverily beleeve, have had the blefling of the
Gofpel, you have found itableffed Gofpel to your foules, had ic
not been pitie that matters of fmallerdifference had been fo ftood
upon, fo as to have hindered the preaching of the Gofpel to your
foules 27 Doe not fome of you fay, I would not for ten thoufand:
worlds, but the Gofpel had comeinto the place where I live 31 ne-
ver knew what b nefle meant , nor how I fhould come to be-
* blefled, till I heard the Gofpel ?The luftre and glory that there is -
in the Gofpel, commonly ftirres the hearts of people at firft. - In the -

 4-Gal, 15, Where is the bleffednefl yow fpeske of ?'an if they foald
' : L \i
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before the Commons Houfeof Pariiament, 5

“have faid, Oh the blefled things that the Gofpel hath reveald ta
us, wee never heard of fuch thingsbefore ; oh blefled .be the time, -

" and bleffed be the meanes whereby this was fent to us, and blefled”
be the men that came with fucha meflageuntous, to fhew us how
wee may conte everlaftingly tobeblefled ! Bat there’s a great deal
of difference between the thoughts of Chrift about bleflednefle,
and the thoughts of the world, Chrift is preaching wherein blef-
Aedoefle confifts; how doth hebegin ? Bleffed are the poore, faith he:
this is ftrange to a carnall heart, the poore are accounted' mife-
‘rable 5 I, but in Chrifts thoughts they are bleffed 5 The poore in
firit, men of low, humble fpirits, are delpifed in the world, Bxs

- bleffed are the poore in (pirit, for theirs it the Kingdome of beaven.

 And'bleffed are they thas mowrne ; why, the mourners are accoun-
ted the moft miferable: , yet in Chrifts judgement the mourners

. are the blefled ones. - » '

* The meeke ones that will beare wrongs , they are the bleffed:
ones. Andinmy Text, thoferhast bunger and thirft.

. 1 have pitcht upon the fourth Beatitude , Bleffed are they that bun--
ger and shirft after righteoufneffe s Blefled of God, there’s a bleffing:
for them herejand ablelling eternally, = :

. They -that bunger. By bunger azd thirft, wee are to undetftand,
.a ‘?ainfull fenfe of want  with earneft defires ;and ftrong indeavours -
atter fupoly. There is no greater paine then what isin hunger and
. thirt ; witnefle the dolorous moanes;-the heart- piercing cryes,
the hideous howlings of people, who want bread,; Bredg’.‘, bread,
_for the Lords fake. ' " )

You have your full Tables, you know not what this- painé

- meanes. . ' _ o

2. Earneft defires : Tender Mothers lay violent hands upontheir
children , and make their wombs to be the living Sepulchres of”
theic dead’ children, to.fatisfie the defire of hunger and’thirft.-

-This defire fwallows up all defires after money, honour, pleafure,
-and preferment, all are fwallowed up inthis: I have read of one. .
Mother that made her wombe the Sepulchre of (ix of her owne’
children one after another, to fatisfie her felfe in exrréame hun='
ger> And ivs reported chat in Cambyfes Army, they tythed "the
tenth man ,.to fupply the want of meat, to fatisfie their hun-

ger.
: - R Strong;



6 oA Seymon preatbed at the late Faft,

3. Suong endeavours will follow upon this; Hunger willbreak_
through flone walls 5 Why ftand yee bere gazing one upon another ? wee
have beard that there is bread in Egypt s {ayes Jacobto his fons. Hunger
puts upon any labour , it overcomes all difficulties , it’s willing to
endure all extremities , it teares the very fleth from the bones. In
.Edw, 2. time there was fuch a famine that when malefa@ors were
brought into prifons, poore hungry ftarv’d people would fall up-
on them and rend one member from another to eate them up. :

After rightconfneffe] Firft, the righteoufnefle of God, of that ir
might appeare glorions, when the light of the Gofpel begins to fhine
in the heart, the blefled God is feen in his glory and excellency. The
foule is then grieved that the beauty of the holinefle, and luftre of the
glory of Gods righteoufnefle is fo darkned in the world , and -i¢
hungers and thirfts after the manifeftation of the beauty of it 3 Oh
thou righteous God , when wile thou appeare in the world righte-
outs to the children of men , fo that all the children of men fhall
behold thy righteoufnefle 2 Now things feeme to goe quite crofle,
now good Lord, how is thy righteoufnefle darkened in the world ?

oh -that thou wouldeft appeare in the glory of it before the chil- |

drenofmen! ‘
2. Buc if God appeare in his righteoufnefle , who can ftand ?
 therefore thofe whofe hearts the Gofpel fhines into , behold a
righteoufnefle in Chrift Jefus, thac blefled Mediator, a righte-
oufnefle that can make them ftand before God himfelfe, even be-
fore the infinite righteoufnefle of God ; their foules hunger after
this 5 oh that wee might have the aflurance of this{ oh that wee
might have the fulnefle of the.peace, and joy, and good, that there
is in chis righteoufnefle !

3. But is this enough, that righteoufneflcis made over to them ?
No, thofe_that bave the light of the Gofpel rifen in their heares,
come to fee the vilenefle and filth of fin in their owne hearts,
and the bondage they are in under it. Hence they long , they
hunger and thirft for deliverance , for cleanfing from it, for power
over it, for holinefle in their owne perfons, through the influence

"of the Gofpel, =~ =~ - |
4. And thofe that doe thus defire this righteoutheflc in them-
> felves, cannot but defire that righteoufnefle thould prevaile in the

world between man and man. And this, I thinke, Chrit had, I

. - will
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~ will not fay the chiefe aime, yeta fpeciall aime at in this place ; as
if he fhould fay to his Difciples, I fend you abroad now to preach
the.Gofpel, you are like to meet with very much uarighteous dea-
lings in the world , though you goe to preach the moft glorious
things of eternall life , ‘perhaps youmay thinke that all the world
{hould imbrace you, but they will caft you out as filth , they will
deale very injurioufly with you, you will fee that the world will
be like its felfe, unrighteous, yet quiét your felves, fend up your
fighs to heaven, that God would fo work that righteoufnefle may
prevaile in the world amongmen ; makeyour moanes to the righ-

" teous God, you fhall be blefled in the longing defires of your foules
after_righteoufnefle. And Calvin, who ules to hit the meaning of
the Holy Ghoft as right almoft as any Interpreter ever did, I find
he goes no further- then this very righteoufnefle, they defired faith zu,m s
he, that that may be done to them, thatisequall. The fervants of preftaricap.
God that are fent abroad in the world, to doe the worke of Chyritt, #.
they doe not defire the great things of the world , let them have
‘but what is equall and righteous , this will fatisfie ‘them ; fure-
ly though I dare not confine the fenfe to this 5 yet I verily
thinke it is a fpeciall part of the meaning of Chsift in this hunger
and thirft afterrighteoufnefle. - - ' :

. They (ball be fatisfied. o -
Some defire that which they fhall never be fatisfied in, Eccle. 5.

10, He thas defires filver fball not be fatisfied; and there are others
that may beé fatisfied, and yet not blefled, asin the 14. Prov. 14. The
backflider in beart [ball be filled with bis owne wayes 5 he (hall be fatif-
fied, but he is curfed with that fatisfa®ion. But here the Text
holds forth am obje&, that whofoever doth hunger after (hall
be fatisfied in , and a fatisfalion that whofoever hath fhall be

blefled in. i
Yon Poallbe (atisfied 5 thacis, -

Firft, my righteoufnefle fhall appeareinthe woild , it is darke-
.ned now , buc it fhall appeare before menand Angels one day, you-
thall be fatisfied in it.

Secondly, you fhallhave the blefling of the rightesufnefle of my
Sonne. ‘ T

Thirdly , you fhall have grace in your hearts to fubdue your
corruptions and you hall have your fill of it at laft. .

_ ' Fourthly,
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* Fourthly ; there {hall be a-time wherein even righteonfnefle be-

-tween man and many (hall prevaile in the earth ;5 blefled are you

therefore now hungring and thirfting, for you fhall be chus

fatisfled. - :

‘Thefe foure sighteoulnefles would be too large an argu’mcht to

“be the fabjel of one Sermvon. I (hall onely therefore take out what
*is the:moft facable, and fpeake onely of two, and they thall be the

fecond; and . thelaft 5 namely, che righceoufnefle of Chrift, and the

* righceoufnefle between man and man.

- “In ¢the firlt I fhall fpeake to youall as Chriftians, and tell you
what a Chriftian righteoufnefleis < - S

And in the fecond, I fhall fpeake to yeu' as thofe that have
“power in your hands for the ddmiiniftration of righteoutnefle unto
Othel‘S. ) - ) . T T ’
- For the firft, the righteoufneffe of Chrift; without this, God;

* eveis our God, 3 a confuming fire. Panlaccounted all thinge dwng and

- droffe, Dogs-meat 5 for what? That be imight not be found in his owne
- vighteaufueffey bws in the vighteoufheffe-that is of -God by faith in bim.
" This is the righteou(nefle that I amnow opening unto you. And that
every one of you, -(for *k a gteat point) may plainly fee , the
method of proceeding, I will caft what Ifhall fay, into ‘thefr five
heads. ~ e L
" Firfty what this righceoufneffe of Chrittis. =~ - :
~ Secondly, the defirableneffe of thisrighteoulneffe ; T fhall fet ‘¢
before you asa-moft defirable thing, to fet your tecth on edge afe
terit. . .
- Thirdly, T fhall (hew you the worke of the foule that hungers,
- and thirfts afterthis righteonfnefle. o eor T
Fourthly, that fuch a foules even while it hungers and thirfts,
isablefled foule. - , o :
Laftly, that j¢ fhall be fatisfred. ‘ e
" For thefirft ; whatis thisrighteoufnefle of Chrift? =
Anf. It is the perfe& fatisfaltion to divine Juftice in whatfoes -
ver it requires, eitherin way of punifhment for fin, or obedience to-

“‘the Law, made by the Lord Chrift, God-man, the Mediator of

the new Covenant, a8 a common head , reprefenting all “thofe
;{u’: the Facher gave him, and made over to alt tHat beleeve in_
lml . P . e L . . . - PR
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For the opening of this a fictle. -

: Fif?t, itis the perfe& fatiska&ion to divine Juftice, God ftood

upon fatigfa&ion to Juftice, though he would (hew. mercy to the
children of men, yet in that way, that hee wotild have his infinite
%Juﬁice fatisfied, thathe is peremptory in.* Hee will have hislaw

Ifilled 3 Heaven and earsh fball paffe away, bus not ome jot or titrle
of bis Law fball paff ;5 doe youfleighticas you will, though you
will breake the Law perhaps for the gaining of (ix pence, God fo
prizes his Law; that hewill radlgpﬁye‘heavea and earth . pafle,

then one jot or tittloof it to pafle: God now ftands upon this; - '

how canman be faved then? If Jultice comesupon man for fatif
faltion , it fwallows him up in the gulfe of eternall mifery- ; how
can man fulfill the Law; when as he js able to doe no righteous 2&
at alt ? Therefore if this Queftion had been put to all the Any
gels in Heaven, What way can be found out for the faving of
man, and yet infinite Juticebefatisfied, and the Law fulfilled?
- they could never have found outa way , it is the infinite wif~
. dome of the Father that hath found it out. Chrift cherefore who
is the wifdome of the Father, comes in and te‘nders‘him(lgfe,
Father I prefentmy felfeto thy Juftice, Ple under take to facisfie
- whatfoever ic coft mee, rather thenman fhall perifh, I'le be an-
f{werable to all thedemands of the Law. Upon this, God the Fa«
“ther-and the Sonne makes an agreement upon the way of the fe-
cond Covenang for the faving man, and accordingly the Sonne

N

takes upon him the perfon of all that the Fathergives him , and

bath all their finnes ctransferred upon” him, and puts himfelfe - |

ynder the power of the Juftice of his Father, and under his Law,
-and takes upon him to fend the preaching of the Gofpel for the
working of Faith, by which this righteoufnefle of his fhould be
made over to them,and whereby they might be able to tender up,
20 God the Father , that which may fadsfie his infinite Taftice,
and theLaw. 2 Cor. 5. 21. yechave this, He bath made bim fiu for
us, thas knew no finne that vee might bemade the righseoufneffe of God,
inbim. And indeed this isthe very worke of Faith , to take this,
righteoufnefle of Chrift, and to tender itup to the Father for fa<
tisfalion. Yama finfull, wretched, vile foule, a childe of wrath,
but oh Lord , ‘here’s the Righteoufnefle of thy Sonne, which
he performed, not for himfelé: » but asa common perfon , I l;cdﬂf' _

. - er
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der thisup unto thine infinite Juftice , to thine infinice holinefle,

for fatisfaQion, for acceptation ; and upon this the foule lives;

thus the jaft doth live by Faith 5 by fuch a worke of Faith as -this:
. That forthe firft, whereinit confifts. -« -~ .

* The fecond is the defirableneffe of this righteoufhefle ; I"hope:
the very fetting of it before you will draw an appetite after it, fo
that your foules will be hungringand thirfing after it before wee
have done. o - :

In the firft-place, upon tﬂ; Righteoufnefle, all finking; defpair=
ing temptations, and thoughts for want of Righteoufnefle in our
felves areanfwered : you know not what fad thoughts many have
upon the fight of the want of Righteoufnefle in their own hearts;
and the abundance of finne that’sin them. When Satan fhall pue

_ Confcience uponthe rack; when he fhallbring old guiltineffe up«
on thefoule , and prefent deatli , and appearing-betorethe greae
God- ina moft dreadfull afpe&ts oh then to have what might an-
fwer all finking defpairing thought4and temptations, were worth
a-world , this‘righteoufnefle willdoeit. What though there be
no righteoufnefl® in my felfe; yetchere is righteoufnefle in a Me~
diator, and thatismine.- - Lo

~ Sécomdlys by this righteoufniefie all cie wrong that ever finne
hath done to God is‘made up, Juftice and mercy in this are
reconciled ;-you who are fenfible of the wrong your fin hath done
to Gad', you cannot but prize this; when man-comes to be favd,
Ke is€avd not onelyina way of forgivenefle; but the wrosg done
is fadisfied for ;3 God hath as much glory-in” Chrifts fadisfa&i=
on; i his obedierice, asever he had difhonour by the fin of man;
and oh how defirable is thisto be made ours,ithat the foule thae
hath fo wronged Godylivd in a way of contrariety to him ,andt
darkening his glory in the-world what layinit, fhould now not
enely look upon God as a gracious mercifull God, but fee all the
wrong thatit hath done him madeup ! There’snothing that lyes
more heavie upon a troubled foule then this 5 the wrong done to

- God,; if that could be madeup, then itwould be comforted, here’s:
a way-tomakeitupall. - -
Thirdly, whereas beforethe foule reads in evez fentence of the
"Law her own damnationynow there’s adifcharge from that charge
ofthe Law, There’s no defirablencfle ac allin being freed frem}:a the:
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Law as a ruleof life, no, Bleffed are theythat love thy Law, as the
ryle of life. ‘It was never in Chrifts aime, in fatisfying the de-
mands of the Law, to deliver us from the Law as therule of ou
lives ; for the Law as fuch, is but the Glafle of Gods holinefle, an
who would be delivered from that 2 "That’s obfervable that in the M4, 4.
clofe of the old Teftament, the laft Chapter ofall, when there was
tobe an end of Gods revealing himfclfein that, and the times of °
the Gofpel were fo come on, yea and then when the Prophet pro-
phefies of the forerunner of Chrift , and of the Sunne of Righte-
oufneffe that [bould avife : whereasPeoplemightfay , Well then,
now the: Sunne of Righteoufnefle fhall arife, wee have done with
the Law, what need fhall wee have any more of the Law ? though
wee were all this while under the Government of it as children, -
yet now the Sunne of Righteoufnefle thall arife, wee fhall be whol-
1y freed from that;No, faith theProphetprefently after he had
1poken of the Sunne of Righteaufnefle arifi ber the Law of -
Mofes 3 he gives that chargein theclofe of all, that they forget not
the Law of Mofes, notwithﬂgndin%;his Sunne of Righteoufnefle
fhall arifeupon you. He fhall indeed difcharge you from the charge
of it, but'ic muft remaineto youftill asa ruleof life. That thatthe
Law faith, Doe and live, or, Not doe.and dye , that you(hall be freed
" from. In the 10.Rom. 4. v.Chriftis theendof the Law for righteesf-
neffe, o everyone that beleevetb, Heis the end of the Law, it hath
its perfe@ionin him. Thou mayeft turnethe demands of the Law
over to'thy furety ; God will never come upon the principall in
this cafes but upon the furcty: manindeed will come upon the
principall, but theway of God is only to come upon the furety,
for he knows if he comes upon the principall, hecan never have
hisdebt. , : '
- Fourthly, this righteoufefle is deficable , for by the makin 4
over of this, thefoule hath fhot the gulfe, and #'for everoutof
“the hazard of mifcarrying for eternity, Is not this a defirable
thing ® There is na condemnasion t0 them that are in Chrift Jefur 5
no not one moment wherein they arebrought into an eftate of
condemnation, notwithftanding the remaines of fo much corrup- -
tion'in them: Oh, what would-atroubled foule give for this,
the foule that hangs between hope and feare,I may be fav’d, I may
perifh ! All daties that I performedoenotget me outof the ha-
: o . Cz - ’ : zard :
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ward bﬁ'ﬁi&aéwmg;fof_tﬂé mb"r«::lél:‘)e; the more guilt doe 1 fee

to be in me 5 but the'Lord difcovering this Righteoufnefle of
Chrift, wow my foulresurne wnso thy ref, for the Lord bath dealt bowne
sifullywith thee; yetle pray, and heare, and walke in the wayes of
holinefle , but not as that whichi is my Juftification 5 buc becaufe

- God hath acgepted me in hisSonng , Ilelove him , and feare him

for ever. ‘ S

" Fifily, by this righteoufnefle there is accefle with boldnefle be-
fore Godsinfinite holinefle, and JuRtice : before, the holinefle and
Jutticé of God were as two flaming {words to keep off the foule
from him, but now they both look upon the foale with an amia-
ble and lovely countenance , bringini itinto the Citie of reft.
Rom. 5. 1. Being juftified by faith, wee bave peace with God through
Fefus Chrift 5 by whom alfo wee bave accefJe by fuith y and vejoyce i the
hope of the glory of God s by him wee come to-have accafleseven ¢o the

. Tribunall of Gods &[gce,fo that thereneeds no appeale now from

the Juftice feate of tohis mercy feate.. Though it's true,here's |
‘mercy tb us,yet by this righteoufneffe wee may come to fand be-
fore the Jufticefeate of God 3 iv’smercy that God will have fuch |
a way, that God will bring us to it, that God will acaept ofus in
it, but having accepted of usin it , it’s that that makes us ghropgh
him ftand before his Juftice feate. Ourpardon is fealed in the
Cotirt of Juftice. PR
Sixtly, this righteoufpefleis a ﬁlorioua robe, in whichweabeing
cloathed, God looks upon us as lovely 3 though before wee were |
like Fofbus Zach. 3. cloathed with filthy garments, byt this Fofoua
having hisfilthy garmentstaken away,and the robe put upon him,
by this he was prepared to doe great fervice for God in his Gene-
ration : and that fople that is cloathed with this rightecufnefle of |
the Sonné of Gogl, is fitto doe great fervice for God in this wosld,
Oh the great works that you might doe for the glory of God,
and the good of the Kingdome, had you but all of your fuch robes
as this is,how would it make youlike fofbua ficted for the fervice of
God? Did-you every day come to the Pasliament Houfe, cloathed
every.one of you with fuch 3 robe, what a.glorious affembly

; would
. itbeintheeys of Heaven? This (hall be the robe tha fhall cloath the

Saints at the great appearing of the glorions God, {0 asthey (hall
be able toftand, even then before him: this will t;ke awa}hezn the

af-
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gttt

frightmét of the appearing before che greatGod atthatgreatda y;
- f Seventhly, .this righteoufnefle muft needs have a glorfous re«
- .ward, for it raifes the condition of the Saints above what Adsm
was in Paradife, yea in fome refpe& above the Angels ; Adam in

Paradife was righteous, butit was a naturall righteoufnefle ; The

firft manwas of theearth , earthly, in comparifon of this ; here’sa

righteoufnefe higher then the righteoufnefle of Adamin Paradife,

a righteouthefle higher then the righteoufhefle of the Angels, the
righteoufnefle of the Sonne of God, the fecond perfon in the Tri-
nity, made over to a foule : furely the reward of thismuft needs be
great, when Chrift fhall prefent this to the Father, and fay, Fa-
ther, let there bethat glory given to my Saints, that all Ihavedone
or fuffered deferves ; furely it muft needs be a great Glory ; this is
another manner of happinefle, then to eate and drink, to be gay
- in cloaths , to have great things in the world 3 that which is the
fruit of the infinite righteoufnefle of Jefus Chrift , muft needs be

great ghry, and yet this is theportion of the Saints. Suppofe God

hath {aid thus ;I have a purpofe to fave you, but you muft firft kie
a thoufand yeares in torments ; and when you have done that,
- youmutt live a thonfand yeares more in obedience tomyLaw 5
fuppofe that thefe were finithed, fo as now we might expe& a hap-

py life, yet we could not nowexpe& that happineffe that we thall .

have by the righteoufnefle of Jefus Chrift.

Eighuly s rightcouln ¢ is perfe@ythe firft moment that thou

eomeft tobe 2 Beleever,even thouwhohaft been the vileft wretch
thac ever livd upon theearth, thoucomeft to be equall with e4-
brabam, Ifaac, and Yacob, to be equall with the Patriarchs , Pro-
phets, Apoftles, and Martyrs, inthy Juftification, as perfe&ly ju-
ftified as any of them were. Oh the change that this makes! in
. San&ification the change is by degreessbut thy Juftification is per-
fek the firft moment. 'ﬁm fhould be an argument to make thee to
labour tobe aseminent as can be in San&ification , becaufe the

- Lord hath made thee equall with the moft eminent Saints in the
point of Juftification ; this is from this righteoufnefle of Chrift.

. Ninthly, acceptation of :hi_s'r'?)moufneﬂ'e doth not ebbe and
How according to the difference of the working of our hearts, but
abides compleat and conftantforever. The adminiftrations of

God may be various, and a fatherly difplesfure theremaybe, ac-
) T ‘ cording.

g
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cording to the working of our hearts, but this righteoulnefle 4~

‘bides in a conftant way the fame. ‘ :
go.  Tenthly , chisis cthe righteoufnefle that Chrift is continnally

' prefenting at the right hand of his Father, for all thofe who doe
beleeve,this is the worke that Chrift hath to doe at the right hand

of his Father in his Interceflion.  And now what fay you to this

Bread, to this water of life ? isnot here Bread indeed, and drinke

indeed for.hungry and thirfty foules ? Oh that every oneofyou

would fay o Lord evermore give us of this bread to eate, fatisfic our

foules with this. Rom. 8. 31.What [ball wee [ay to thefe things ? he

fpake of the point of Juftification before; What fball wee fay to thefe

2hingn?Ivstrue,few men canbeare theopening of this point. There

area great many wanton and vile confequences drawne from this

blefled Do&trine. If Chrift hath dong this, what need wee doe any

" thing our felves? he hath prayed, and what need wee care forany

duties ? This reafoningis very dangerous, a fearfull evidence that

thou who reafoneft thus,haft neither part nor portionin this righ-

teoufnefle , that that droffie uncleane heart of thine was never ac-

quainted with fuch a high myftery of godlineffe asthis is. But yet

‘i's a do&rine of fo great ufe, that the truthis, wee know nothing

to purpofe in Chriftian Religion , till we come to know this, we

give God no (glo “that he acceptsof, till wegive him the glory of

Incorde meo _the righteoufnefle of his Sonne.Lutber hath fuch an expreflion,this

:ﬁ: i reg- %ne article of ]uﬁgeﬁcaticax ilr: ltlhc: ﬁggtﬁ?‘ﬁ ;of Cnhriﬁ,l':t is ;ba}
: > that raignes in my beart, faith he, night ay doe all my thoughs g
'Z.q::ﬁf:,‘f ” divini:j.g tothat, Here's an obje& to take up the thohghtsg and
omnesmee _hearts of men, elevated to the higheft excellency,and bufied about
tbeologice co- thegreateft and weighteftimployments.You whofe thoughtsand
Lisdtiones g hearts are bufied about meane and poore things,oh look upon this,
'fud':z;‘" & bewaile the vanitie of your hearts,when God propounds fuch a
e glorious obje& as this is ; Wby doe you now layout your mony for that

which is not bread, and your laboyr for that which fatisfieth not ?

You Right Honorable, have noble imployments, in makin
righteous Lawes,for the prefervation of Juftice and righteoufnefle
in theKingdome;it’s a very high and honourable woﬁ(,but here’s
a higher righteouf(neffe, that is beyond what any Civill Court, as
Civill,takescognifance ofy but the more you areacquainted with

. this, upon the more noble and high grounds will your hearts be

J
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it: love with righteoufnefle between man and man ; oh thae
God would caufe fome manifeftation of his Glory in this thing’
tinto your foules ! Oh that fome ftubborne finfull (oule might goe
away with the powr.r of what hath beeri faid uponit ! oh Lord, I
have heard of a glorious righteoufnefle,even how fuch a vile wretch
a3 I may be maderighteous, Eord reveale more of this to me.

Bus what's the working of the heart about this % Blefed are they
that bunger and thirft after it : chac is, ,
* Firfty che foulefees a great deale of need of this righteoufnefle,
it fees that it cannot ftand before God,but it muft have fome righ~-

teoufnefle 5 I'muft have righteoufnefle's or woe to methat ever ¥

fhould come to appeare before the great and holy God:
Secondly, it fees the Imperfe&ion of its 'own3if I ftand before
the Lord in mine own Righteoufnefle, I'am undone. Pawtwas

blameleflé concerning the Law, fo that no man could chargs himy
" yea and his own confcience did not charge him of any foule brez~"

ches of the Law, according to.the Interpretation that was then
iven of it, yet he would not ftand in hisown righteoufneffe. -
~ Thirdly, the fouleis pain’d ini the fersfe of the want of this ; the
foule that knows it Bath a God to deale with, and hath the gnile
of finne throbbing uponit , mut needs be pain’d for the want of
this; Oh give me this, or Iam undone forever, all things are bit~
ter to the foule without this; God doth give me many comforts in
the world, T'have an eftate, and repute , and honour;and eftceme
in the world, but what's all withour this righteoufnefle, thac may
make me ftand with comfort before the great God ? As Efas faid
concerning his birth-right, What advantageth my birth-right , if ¥
die for bunger ? {0 what will it advantage me that 1 have this or that
in theworld above others, if I perifh for want of this bread , . this
isthe onely bread that can fatisfi¢ my foule 2
Fourthly 7, the defires after thisare fervent 4 abfolute defires,
not faint , but fainting defires ; ‘here I giveup my foule to God as
a Blanke, let hinrfet downe what he will, Iam content to yeeld
toit.
Fiftly, they are unfatisfied defires, nothing will ferve the foulé
till chis be applyed to it. When a child plays with his meat , you

nray put him offwith aratle, but ifhe be hungry , nothing can -

have -

ftill him but thebreaft , or meat to fatisfic his hunger. Many who

R &%
3
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_ have but meane and low thoughts of God, yet fometimes they

have their Confciences ftirring, they think , Well, I muft live bet-
ter then I havedone ;, I muft feeke to make my peace with God,
for I muft die one day; and upon that perhaps they fet upon fome
good a&ions, and fothey thinke tofatisfie their foules ; but the

~ {foule that knows ‘indeed that it hath to deale with fuch an infi-

nite God as'the Lord is, will be fatisfied with nothingbut onely
the righteoufneffe of this Mediator. -

Bleffed are they that bunger and thirft afier this rigbte::gneﬂé thus;

For firft, to them is the great myftery of godlinefle reveal’d,
their hearts are taken up with that that haththe greateft weighg
in it thatever any thing had in the world , thy beart is taken u
with that that the thoughts and counfells of the infinice God
have been taken up withall from all eternitie ; the greateft thing
that ever hath taken up the heart of God , it hath been this my-

“. * fery of godlinefle in the rightecufnefle of his Sonne, and the con-

veying of that to the children of men, whom he meanesto fave ;
while other men have their hearts taken up with meate, drinke,
play, and fuch kinde of things, thy heartistaken up in the con-
templation , in the fecking after, in the longing for theglorioufeft
thing that ever Gods heart was upon 5 and therefore blefled art
thou who haft had fucha turne of thy heart from the. trifling
things of this world toa matter.of fuch infinite confequence, ag
this righteoufnefle of Jefus Chrift is : it’s that thac will be magger
of the praife of Angels and Saints to all eternitie.

Secondly, Blefled art thou who nowdoeft hunger after it, for
now it’s tendered, thou takeft Gods time for the feeking after ic.

. Thou[baltbefatisfied, . - . g

1. All feares, doubts, mifgiving thoughte, (hall beremovd 5 ali
accufations (hall be caft off. 2. You fhall have the good ofit, as if
you had fatisfied and obeyed in your own perfons. 3, You f{hal!
be brought before the Father, fhiningin thisfobe and garment
of your elder Brother. 4. You fhall have the reward of it, which
is beyond expreffion, and imagination. Now the Lord fet your
beartsupon this. If you perith after the making known fach a my-
ftery,, the grace of Godin this righteoufnefle, you will perith with
a witnefle. For the quickening of your appetites after this bread
of life, confider. : s

< - , e . s 5 3. God

. N\
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. 1. God isinfinitely righteous, Rom.10. 3. They being ignorant g,
of Gods righteoufnelles and going about to eftablifb their own righteouf- o
neffe , bave not [ubmissed themfelvs, to therightesufneffe of God. 1t is
becaufe men know not that infiniterighteoufnefle of God , thag
they fee not; that they are not fenfible of; their need of this righte=
oudnefle we have been fpeaking of. sl
2. Confider God is. peremptorily refolved to have his infinice = = 2°
Juftice fatisfied ; if this be required, what will become of thy foule _
'withput this righteoufnefle 2 - . o , o
- 3+ Woesto Abrabam, ffascsand Facobsto themoft holy man thae: 3.
ever lived, if he be found withouk this righteoufnefle , inno other "
but his own. If your hearts be fet upon this, for your encourage-
mamsyconfider thefe five things. - \ o
1. Chrift thicfts as well as yon, the communication of this his
rightequlnefle, will be 35 great a fatisfa@ion to hie foule, as the enw I.
joyment of is will beco thine. 1G, 53, 3 1. He fball feeof the travell )
of bis [omlsy aud [ball be fasisfied: How 1 by bis Rnowledge (ballmy righte-
ous fervant juflific many. His fonle travelsfor this,when he fhall fee.
foules juftified by his righteoufnefle , he fhall accountall his tra-
vels, fufferings , obadience, recompenced in this. 324l 4. 2. The
Sunne of righteoufneffe [hall avifé with bealing in bis wings : He comes
_ fwifdy to foulesthat hunger after him. o 2 B
2. Confider ; the great delignethat God hath to glorifie him- -~ -
felfe, is inthe communication of this righteotifnefle of his Sonne, %
- furely he will not lofe his glory in this. . o
-3+ Thisrighteoulnelle istendered freely in the Gofpel,thegreat ... . 3,
worke of preaching the Gofpel , isin the free tender of this :
righteoufnefle : I¢is toogreat a good to be given upon any ground
but free grace.  Ifa55. 1. Hoe everyone that thirfleth, come yee to the .
waters, and be that bath no mowey, comse yee, buy andeate 5 yea come by :
wine and milke, without money, and witbont price : Encline yoxr eare
.and come, ver. 3. Foure times, comne, come, come; come, Rev. 22.
17, The Spirit and the Bride [ay,come, and let bim s hat beareth fay,come,
and les him that 3 a thirft come, and whofoever. will let bimake the wa-
ter of life freely. Herxe againe, come, come, come, and whofoever will
Jet biim take freely. , _ . T :
. 4 No Yormer unrighteoufnefle can hinder thy obtaining this 4.
righteoninefle, if thou cafteft thy foule upon it, :
D 5. Nothing
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5+ 5. Nothing gives right unto this , but relying on it.

: *. Now if thy heart be encouraged to feeke after this, if thou beeft
in the worke, take thefe three Cautions.

1. 1. Take heed that when youbave the moft ferious thoughts, ia
reference to God, and your eternall eftates, that you do not turne
to or fatisfie your foules with any righteoufnefle but this. Here’sa
great danger , and blefled are they that efcape it'; that there be not
fome other righteoufnefle prefentedbefore them, in which they
fick. Weeread of Abrabam , when he had the promifed feed res

vealed, becaufe it came not prefently,he turnes to Hagar, now Ha- .

gar had been ufefullin the place of a fervant, but-not to raife the
~ promifed feed 3 and fo good workes, holinefleof life, are ufefullin
their place,and neceffary too,but yet you muft not raife the blefled
. feed from hence ; oh no, you thdt are fecking after righteoufnefle,
fill waitfor the promifed feed , waite till Chrift be conceived in
your heartg , and histighteoufnefle become yours, and then there
Fupitiapoliti- will be an aflured confolation. Civill JuRtice, fays Lutber, isa moft:
ca eft res [ua- figeet thing,butifbecaufe you are a good Citizen,a chaft husband,
'f’d’cﬁ”" 3 ﬁd ¢ 2 juftMerchant , you will therefore be righteous before God -3 of
s eivk, cafius the moft fweet thing youmake an sbomination, which God can-
mavitus, juftus DOt beare. . C _ T -
merca ory etid 2 Take heed of reafoning with fleth and bloudin the working:
coram Deo ve- of thy heart after this righteoufnefle.Reafon,(ays*Lusber.is a moft
’e‘; ‘l[ efulus ; terrible enemy to Faith. ' ’
- mk,,f‘:;‘;ﬁ’: 3. And aboveall, takeheed of turning this grace of God into*
mationem guams wantonnefle. . The more glorious this grace is, the more damna-
" Deus ferre non ble is {uch-a wickednefles Thus much for this firt Righteoufneffe.

teft. Lucher, - .n.
{"gf‘/& A t}li ﬁfil;i - I havefpoken toyou yet but meerly as Chriftians, I have fome-

bofis atrocif> thing now to fay to you, Right Honourable, as you ftand in ano--

Fvmis, - thec Relation, as you have committed to youthe adminiftration
2. of Juftice between man and man. oo ' :
Bleffed are they that bunger and thirf} after righteoufne(fe.
3. Surely , if God love fighteoufnefle , fo chat he will worke thus
for the glory of his Righteoufnefle , it concernes men to make a
* high accouat of Righteoufnefle, thofe who are blefled in the fatife

fattion of their foules in his righteoufnefle , yet they pay meeg

with much unrighteous dealing in the world. It may be ; faith
Chrift, you fhall be accounted as the off-foouring of -the world,;
o : - Joue

|
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your names will be caft out as vile, even the precious fonnes of Zi-
on, they will be accounted asthedurt , yilemen will be exalted ;

ou will be kept downe, yea for your Righteou(nefle fake you will
ze brought to amorfell of bread ; as many of the precious Saincs
of God have been. Panlwas often in hunger , who was the grea-
teft Inftrumens of Gods glory.thatever wasin the world of a
imeere man , and yet this Pas/ wanted bread to putinto his body
fometimes. Confider of this you who doe God but lictle fervice,
-you have your Tables fpread, and your difhes full ', burwhat fer-
-vieedoe you for God 2 I remember itis reported of Mufenlus, that
famous Divine, who wasbut of late time in Germanie ,thag after he
‘had been a great Inftrument of Godsglory , he was faine to take
his fpade, anddig in the common ditch of the Towne to get bread
for himfelfe and family. Many there have been and are that hun-'
ger and thirft thus for rightecufnefle fake, but doe not you turne
afide from the wayes of righteoufnefle , unto their wayes who
rfecute you ; doe you continue in the wayes of righteoufnefle.
-g'ehough you doe not meet with righteoufnefle here for a while,
yet you are blefled in this, that your foules hunger and chirft after
it. ‘Whenthe world calls you hypocrites,appeale to my Fatherto

“cleare you, When you are accounted the difturbers of the places -

where you live,cry to God,Lord thouknoweft thisis unrighteous,
thou knoweft that our hearts are for peace, thacwe labour to the
uttermoft chat wee are able for it. Your defiresare., oh that God
would convince-men that they might not deale thus injurioufly
with hispeople. Lord, doe thou manifeft who arethe difturbers,
and who are for thy peace. When thc’y charge you of falfifying’
your truft of driving your own ends, if you can quiet your hearts
inthis , that God knows your hearts are after righteoufnefle, your
panting defiresare that righteoufnefle might prevaile in the world;
Blefled are you in thefe your longings, in thefe your prayers, God
Jooks with a mercifall eye upon youin all your fufferings,you fhall

be fatisfied. Youarepain'd in this dyour hunger , when youfeeun=

righteoufnefle prevailein the world, and efpecially when you fee it
prevaile in the place of Judgement, that paines you indeed at the
very heart. What that thofe who have made profeffion of Religi-
on, thofe who havebeen eminent heretofore, yet that they (hould

be unrighteous when they get Bower into their oyn hands, thisis
2 _ grievons



20

| A Sermon prutbéd at the late FAj},

grievousto you. Whatthebeft of chema Bryar? as Miceb the 72
verf. 4. When the poore (heep comes in a ftorme, and thinkesto
{helter i¢ felfeunder abryar.in ftead of (heltring it fcratches off the
wool from the skin ofit , and that’s all the benefic it hath 5 fo

* here,the beftisa Bryar 5 The Saintsexpééted (helter under them,

but they are fcratched by them. Thiswill grieve the hearts of
thofe that are trulygodly. What moanes will they make to God
when as they fee unrighteoufnefle among fuch from whom they
romifed tothemfelvesbetter things? Who could haye thought
‘I))ut: that fuch menif they were putin places of power, would
have been exaltly righteous? but we fee it otherwife; verily every
man is vanitie. This pierces deep, and caufes the Saints to fend cheir
fighs to Heaven. u _ - ,
There are many things in unrighteous dealings between man
and man, that doe paine the hearts of the godly. .
Asfirft, oh how is God dithonoured by this unrighteoufhefle !
2. Oh how doethe Saints fuffer , while unrighteoufneffe prevailes !
3. Thisisextreamly unfutable to the hearts of thofe that are gra-
tious. 4. What great temptations are here to evill, which caufech
many to turne afide to vanitie ? Wefee that many who were very
hopefull, yet meeting with unrighteous dealings , they turne afide
to the vaine waies of the world. 5. How are the wicked hardened
by this meanes? and how does Acheifme prevaile? 6. How is¢he
Kingdome of darknefle by thismeanes fet up? and the Kingdome
of Chrift hindered ? For the Scepter of that Kingdome, is a right Seep=
fer. 7. All things arelike to cometo confufion and ruine , when

. unrighteoufnéfle prevailes; thismakes them cry to God, oh righ-

teous God, les thy Kingdome come: What fhall men be alwayes as
Fifh in the Sea, the greater devouring the lefle? Thar unrighteouf=
nefle that thereis among men , troubles the heartsof the Saines
more then all the troubles that they meet withall ; haften, oh
Lord , thofe dayes wherein righteoufnefle thall prevaile in the.
earth. = ' o

2. The Saints fee a comelinefle in righteoufnefle , they fee righs

- teoufhefle is the very fparkling of theglory of God in the world ;

they fee it’s that by which God keeps all the worldin what order
itis ; and from confufion ; where rightcoufnefle prevailes , there
God is honoured, Religion isincouraged, the Saints rejoyce and

- ) fing,
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fing , oh that there may be righteoufnefle prevailing thersfore in

the world ; thofe who hunger and thirftafter this righteoufnefle,

will rather fufferany thingin the world , thenturneto any un-

righteous wayes ; let me lofe places, preferments, efteeme in the '

world , whatfoever Ilofe,, Plenotturne to unrighteous wayes;
Pfal. 17. 15. Asforme Iwill beboldshy face in Righteonfneffe, &x.
Asifhe {hould fay; Oh Lord, I cannot behold the face of San!, he
will not feemy face, I, but it’s this that comforts me , Iwill bebold
thy facein Righteoufueffé 5 let the King caft me off, yet ir righteon/~

zieffe [ball I beholdthy face. Oh there'san excellency in righteouf~

nefle, Ifa. 33. 15+ He defpifeth the gaine of oppreffions o be fhakes bis
bands from bolding of bribes , faith the Text of a righteous man , he
is above anrighteous wayes : when abribecomesinto. his hand,
it isasthe Viper that came upon Pauls hand, he fhakesicaway in-

“to the fire. And
‘areyou ; For .
Firft, God takes notice of you in your Generation , and will
provide an Arke for you ; wee doe notknow what wee may yet
meet withall, there is too much fecurity, as you heard in the mor-
ning exceeding well 5 we may have need ofan Arke'yetyWho hath
anArke provided for him, but righteous Noab ? 7. Gen. 1. ver, The

.

Lord faw Noab righteons in bis Generation ; upon which ke bids him

make an Arke, and faves him init. ‘
2. Bleffed are you; for thisis the very Image of God that’sin

" you, Gods heart and yours, are after the very fame thing.

3. Blefled are you , for you are the witnefles of God in the

- world 5 What fhall God have none to ftand up in this caufe to

witnefle for him # there is an unrighteous Generation, I, but thofe

that are thus righteous, who bunger and thirft afier righteoufnefle,

‘they are they who ftanid up to witnefle for the Lord, and his righ=

teoufnefle.
" 4 Bléfled are you, for this delivers you from many temptati-

ons, you fee others, oh how foulely doe they fall by temptations,
how many have you feen of your own houfe , who made a great-

fhew of righteoufnefle for a while, but their hearts being not right,
they faw temptations in anotherway, and they left you ? But you
who have kept the love of righteoufneffe, and the longing after it,
have been kept from fuch temptations ; I make no qucﬁio:;h but

. o ' ere

A

are your foules after;ighteoufncﬂé thus; bleffed -

1
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there aremany ofyou here prefent before the Lord this day,, that
have had many and ftrong temptations ; nothing hath kept you
but the love torighteoulnefle ;: & your longing for the promoting
-of itin the world, blefled are you. o

5. This fits for publique Imployment, I, they are the men in~

~ deed, that grefit for publique fervice , whofe hearts doe hunger
_and thirft after this righteoufnefle ; God willtruft them;and men

‘will trufk them, you may know where to find them.
-6. Many -excellent things are faid concerning thefe 5 God loves

* therigbseews, Plal. 1 1‘6.8. The fecret of the Lord is with the rigbteow,}
ot

‘others they doe not know the minde and will of God, bt the fe-

cret of the Lord ss wish therighteows 4'3. Prov.32. Andthe rooteof the
 -righteons [ball be bleffid, 12. Prov. 12. Marke, the roote of the righte-

ous 3 it may-bea righteousman may havehis branches lopt off,
‘torne, or{haken;I; but his-roore{ball be bleffed ; there’s a roote with-
in that’s under ground, and that fhall be blefled,and it fhall fprout
‘forth and flourithglorioufly one day. Therighteous is the founds-
~tion of the agein which e lives 5 Prov. 10. 25, So Ariass Mintanus
‘renders it, Fundamentum [ecnli.
' " - Youfthall be fatisfied.

- Firft, there’s a blefling of God upon you,.to fatisfie youfor the |
-prefent. 13. Prov.25. The rightesus eates to the fatisfying of bis fomle, |
faith theText, and though he hath buta lictle, yecbeing in the

" gay ofrighteoufnefle, he hath a fatisfaltion in thatlictle that he

hath. 37. Pfal..16. Alistlethat a righteous man bath , s better then
the riches of many wicked. : :
2, ‘Thine innocency fhallbecleared ., thou fuffereft now and
longeft after righteoufnefle 5 oh what a blefled world were it if
aighteoufnefle did prevaile ! God will cleare thineinnocency one
day. Inthe1g.of the Revel. The Saints [ball be arayed in white lin=
nen : youare now befpattered by thisevill world, they fay;you are
Afelfith, and drive on your own ends, in what you doe ; comfort
your felvesinthis, you fball be arayed in white linen. 13. of Marth.
43. ver. The righteoss (ball {bine forth o the Sunneintbe Kingdome of
their Fatber ; perhaps thou doeft not fhine forth in this Kingdome,
but in the Kingdome of thy Father thoufhalt fhine forth as the

(] . . . .
3. All thy righteoufnefle (hall berecompenced , thou fhalt be
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regompenced for all thoudocft-in this righteous Wway 5 Syt fball
be well with the righseousy 3. of Ifa. 10. Why 2 Fox be fball eate she:
frwit of bis doings, Y ea thou {hale be recompenced for all the wrong:
you have had by the unrighteous dealings of the world. - 13. Prov.
2 1. The righeoxs- ball bave goodrepayed unno bim. There’s evill now
repayeds but hefhall have good repayed unto him. Thoufhalt be
rewatded for every accufation , yea for every fulpition ; this un~
righteous world is fufpitious of every one that is in publique places
but God hath his time to reward theg for fufpitions.

4 You [ball be fatisfied 5 for God one day will bring.a comely
order out of that which appeares confafion.

5. And the defices of all the righteous, from righteous Abe! to
this day fhall befatisfied 5 al} their prayersfhall be heard , this will
fatisfie you , blefled art thou. - N _ o

6. All the gracious promifes that God hath made for the pre<
vailing of righteoufnefein the world (hall be fulfilled. Ile give you
fome few Scriptures for this: 60. of Ifa. 17.ver. Iwillmake thy of-

ficers peace, and thing exalars righseoufneffé 5 violenceYball be no more -

beardin sby Land, wafting nor deftruion within thy borders , bus shou
Jhalt call thy walls Salvasion, andthy gates Praift. Will not chis fa-
tisfie thee ? Here’sa promife isnot fulfilled yet; thine ex aétors righ=
teonfne(fe, righteoufnefle it felfe. 2 Pet. 3..13. NeverthelefJe, we accor-
ding to bis promife looke for new beavens , and a new- earth o wbereiz

dwelleth righteoufnefle : 11 nat anely 2 nam He -eee b i GWEUEN
righteofreffe 5 you will fay indeed when wee goe to Heaven, there

fhall be nothing but righteoufneflethere ; but here the Scripture

f]
nlz)ie ¢, wherein rightéoufne Je [ball dwell : that promife you have é5. of.

Ifa, v7. ver. & § 4. of If. 17. Every tongwe that fball rife againft thee in .

Fudgement, thou [balt condemne. 1, you will fay, this may be {poken:.
of fomeparticular perfon, that (hall condemne every tongue, or
concerning Chrift. Nay, marke the words that follow ; This is the

beritage of the fervants of the Lord, and their righteonfnefJe from meey’: -

Jfaith she Lird. WhenGod (hall come to fulfill chefe promifes, God
fhall glory in his righteous Saints,and they fhall glory in this ful-*
filling of promifes: Comparethe 45. of Ifs.and thelaft, with the
46. and the lat. I the Lord ball all the feed of Ifr sel be juftified, and

[pall glory, cap. 43. And cap, 46 I will bring neere my rigb;em%zef;l,’: o

aks of anew earth that we looke fory and that according to bis pro=-



24 )

A Sermen preached at the.late Fafl,

I will place fabvation in Zion for Ifracl my glory. Sarely then they
fhall be fatisfied ; oh therefore beare up your hearts, all_you who
fuffer unrighteous dealinge, beare up your hearts for the prefent,
goe on In the wayee of righteoufneffs 5 take heed of temptati-
ons, for fhifting for your felves, refolve whatfoever becomes of

you, you will never {hift out of the wayes of Righteoufneffe. Cer-

tainly , if thoukneweft what the righteoufnefle of God were, it
would kgepe thee in righteous wayes. You have a notable Scrip-~
cure for thatin the 65. of Ifa. beginning, Thus ]Zzsz :‘be Lord, keepe
yee Fudgement, and doe Fuftice : Why 2 for my falvation is neere to come,
and my righteoufne[fe to be revealed.  Youare weary perhaps of the
unrightegus dealings of the world, yet kecpe 7uﬁtfe, qnd doe Fudge-
ment ; beare any thing for the prefent:for my falvation is neere to come,
and my rightesufiefJe to be revealed; there is that which will recom-
penceallaclaft. o . o
* But woe to bim (Hab. 2. 9.) that coveteth an evill covetoufne(fe to
bis boufe , that be may fet bis neft on bigh 5 thow baft confulted [ ame
10 thy houfe. If they beblefled, who bunger and shirft after righ-
teonfnefJe , -they are curfed then that follow after unrighteoufneffe,

that feeke , efpeciallyin thefe dayes , to build up their houfes by

untighteoufhefle , thyhoufe ; and that thou haft in thy houfe is
curfed. It may bethy Table is filFd with the eftates of the poore,
and thy back is brave and glifters with the portion of Orphans,

WOU mialaell eesoy amith mwhae halonge o thefo who ory for waug
of food ; oh curfed art thouin what thou injoyeft in thefe wayes
of unrighteoufnefle , all thy faftings and humiliations will not
ferveturne , without reftitution, if it be in thy power, *Oh wret-
ched man that thou fhouldeftbe borne in fuch a time as this,
wherein the righteous God isfo ftirring abroad in the world as
now he is ' When Felix heard Paul preaching of righteoufnefle , be
trembled; The Lord ftrike trembling into the heait of every un-
righteous man that heares me this day : Cambden reports of one
Sir Ralph Fane, who apprehended his life to be taken away ui-
. righteoufly bya great Duke 5 A4 bloud, fays he, fhall be the Ditkes
bolfter @ long as be lives. The wrong that fome have done to Op=
phans, widows, poore people, may jultly cry out againft them;
Lord, swbenfoever fuch men lye downe to Jleepe, let the curfe that flickes

10 what they bave injurionfly got from ws be their bolfter, But thereare -
' . -a Gene-

»
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a Generation of men that perhaps fcorne to get mony in an un-
righteout way, yet ' that they may drive on their great and high -
defignes, they care not what they doe, thefe alfo are curfed of the
Lord ; fuch asthefe when once they have ingaged themfelves in
any unrighteous way , for feare left they fhould come to bee exa~
mined, and their unrighteoufnefle be difcovered, they will drive
on their defignes, withall fubtilty that can bee, and if that will ~
not ferve turne,; with fury : for they thinke if fuch and fuch
things goe on, then certainely the way of righteoufnefie will pra~
. ceed, thofe unrighteous wayes of ours will bee difcovered 5 And
this furely isa great caufe why unrighteoufneffe is made to ftumble
in the ftreets;as the Prophet (pealtes;and kept that it canitot enter,
bt is eurned backe: they know that if there were but freedome for
wxamination of a]l things, many things that have not feene the
light, wou!d quickly come forth. ‘
Right Honorable,. yee who are the repre fentative Body of the
Commons, this Text hath afpeciall eyeto you. Inthe 3. Aicab
1, verf. Here I pray youy Ob beads of Tacob, andyee Princes of the bonfe
of Ifraely is it not foryom 1o know Fudgemens ? What doth Chrift fay,
thofe that bunger and thirft are blefled, and fhall be fatisfied, This is
~ the honourable Imployment that God hath fet youin, thae you
fhould be the means for the (atisfying of hungry and thirfty foules
thiroughout this Kingdome, that yon fhould be made ablefling to
the Kingdome in this thing : how it comesto pafle, I know not,
but chis I fuppofe, the whole Kingdome will witnefle for me, that
there was never agreater cry ofunrrighteoufnefle then there is at
this day 5 whereever the matter will ftick', I am furea cry there is
of oppreflien and wrong , in all parts of the Kingdome, thereare
hunger-ftarvd foules, fighing up to Heaven , Oh that wee might
be delivéred from dur opprefiions ! Oh that righteoufnefle might
prevaile in the Kingdome! Wasitnot an honourable Imploy-
nent; that God fee Jofephin , when all the Corne of Zzypr was
committed to his charge, thatHewasto feed all the hungry pec--
g}e' throughout all the Lahd 2 Thiswas Foféphs hontur , and ic
. yours , you have eventhe Corne that thould make the bread,
that (hould fatisfie thofe that basger and thirft after righteoufueffe 5
You are thofe to whorh Gog hath commiteed the charge,to -c{;lz
o : - - this
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. this Well that fhould fatisfie thofe that are thus thirftie. In the

21. of Numb. 18. The Princes digged the Well, the Nobles of the peaple
digged it, by the direltion of the Law-giver, with their flaves: (now

ftaves were the Enfignes of Authority) And in the 17. verf. Ifrael”

fang , Spring up, ob Well : The Princes they digged the Web with

their flaws, with their Authority, and then Ifrael fang, Spring up,

ob Well; fo faithall the godly in the Land , Spring sp , ob Well,
Spring up, ob Welly that all who shirft afteg rightcoufneffe; may be fa-
tisfied. '

f;‘Iou are the Fathers of the Kingdome, fhall your children aske
bread, and will you give thema ftone ? God forbid ; be as your
Keavenly Father : your children come from all parts of the King-
dome for bread, they arehungry, and they aske for righteouf-
nefle, let them haveno ftonesgiven them. A famineof bread' will
be very grievous , and if your childrenfhould cometo you, and
aske bread, and there were nobread to give them, it would goe to
your hearts. Oh let not the daughters of Ferufalem, thechildren of

~ the Kingdome, come up hither toaskebread, and no bread to be

givenunto them. It (hould be with you, as itis faid of God, 50. of
Tere,7. He is called there , thebabitation of Inftice 5 Youfhould be
the habitation of righteoufnefle, fo as righteoufnefle thould beat
home at all times, that all the people of the Land might know
where to haveit ; though they came knocking at the doores of in-

+ ferior Courts, and righteoufnefle wasnot at home there, yet when

they come hither, they come now to the Palace of righteoufnefle ;
Righteoufnefle is to dwell here. Pro. 11.26. He that witbbolds Corne,
the people fhall crrrfe 5 let no Corne, no bread that God would have
given out to fatisfic the hungry,be now withheld. Satisfie you hun-

. gry foules: for :

. 1. You arethe High Court fortheadminiftradon of righce-

- oufnefle, and if righteoufnefle faile here, what fhould become of us?

Y. remember Chryfoftomse hath a Similitude, exprefling how fad it is
when men in high place areevill ; When is’s darke in the vallies, thes

 its towards ”ifnb: s but when it begins to be darke on the bills, then ifs

neere night 5 bus when iv's darke sbove in the firmament, then it's bigh
night : When there’s unrighteoufnefle in thofe that are beneath,
this argues that night is coming;but when there’s unrighteoufn

higher,

[
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higher,thenit’s neere night s but if it (hould rappen to be dark ftill -
" higher M the skies, oh then it would be high night indeed,

2. Youare a ftanding Courr, that s to continue as long asyou
pleafe,therefore you had need be the more righteous in your waies,
that the people may the more blefle God for the perpetuating of
this Parliament , otherwife their fpirits will bee amazed, feein
‘themfelves broughtinto a fad-condition by that which a while
fince they fo much rejoycedin. :

3. You have puld downe unrighteous Courts, doe not you
build up that that you havedeftroyed: thisis your glory to-the
Nations that are about you,& that that Saints have bleft God for.

4 Youhave lifted up your hands to the High God for righte-
oufnefle,which never yet any Parliament in England hath done,
in fuch manner asyou have. - ,
;5. You your felves have lately groan’d under the oppreffions
of unrighteoufnefle, many of you havebeen the chiefe that have
had the load of oppreflions upon you , you then hungred after
righteoufnefle ; oh that the time mightcome , that righteoufnefle
- might prevailein England ! how happy would Englandbe; if righ-
teoufnefle did prevaile? if thofe that are righteous mightbe in Au-
thoritie and place, how would England rejoyce then ? Now the
Lord hath put the opportunitie in your hands, doe you then now
fatisfie hungry and thirftie foules with that which your foules ere
while hungred and thirfted after. :

6. Theexpe&ation of the pooreareupon you,their complaints
are, Wee have nothad righteoufnefle beneath , but when we come
up, furelywe fhall have it now ; thisisa Parliament that hathfo
many prayers for it, furely wee fhall have nothing but righteouf-

‘nefle here. The Lord forbid, that any fhould finde you like the
Brooks of Teman, that when they come for water to fatisfie their
foules , which thicft after nothing but righteoufnefle, that they
thould finde Iﬁhehba()kes d ‘:y. . i -

. God hath been righteous to you, in juftifying youin your
rig171teous Caufe, how hath the Lord ftretcht forth the right gand
of his righteoufneflein defivering you? You can fay, Righteousis
the Lord,wee trufted in him, wee know our Caufe was righteous,

~ and therefore depended uponéﬁm, Well, faith God, Ple manifeft
tere .

my
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my righteoufnefle for you then, you may fay, Oh God of my righte«
onfneffe, the Parliament of England may fay, Ob God of onr @gbteonf~
neffe ; faith God, rather then my people that did thirft after righ-
teoufnefle fhould not haveit, Ple worke from heaven for ie.

8.” Much of your eftates , and of the eftate of the Kingdome,
and ‘much bloud hath been fyrent , in oppofing unrighteoufnefle.
What , fhall i¢ coft ug fo deare, fomuch of vur eftates, fo much
bloud, and fhall there be yetunrighteouthefle remaining? the Lord
forbid. _ :

9. And further, you faft and pray more then ever any Parlia-

“ment hath done; read over the 58. of Ifziab , and fee what prayers

the Lord accepts of, not fuch prayeérs where there is fimiting ‘with
the fift, the Lord cares not for them ; But this i the faft that T re-
quires that you fboulddeale your bread 1o the bungry, and to deliver the
opprefJed, &c. And thus your fafting will be accepted; and without -
this, (aith God, Ir t Bs the faft that 1doe require of you ? ‘
10. Youhavea Kingdeme to governe,wherein there are as ma-
ny of Gods deare Saints (as ever was jn the worldsfince the world -
began) God hath committed-them to your care , and therefore
fet righteoufnefle prevaile , fatisfic thofe righteous foules. You
have as many righteous fervants that doe ferve you, as ever Parlia-
ment had; your ingagements for righteoufnefle, are beyond all ex-
reflion. L ’
P In the firength of all thefe , let that Exhortation of God be
recéived by you, in the 5. of Amos 24. Let Fudgement run dowone
as waters 5 and righteonfue(Jé as a mightie ftreame, Twill noc ftand to
-examine what fenfe may be given of that Scripture, otherwife thea
what is commonly receiv;diu: takethe words as they are, there is
a truth in them;God faith,he world not accept of their peace-offerings.
As you have dayes of Fafts, fo you havedayes of thankefgiving ;
now faith God , I will not regard your Songs 5 what then , Lez
Fudgérent run dovwne as waters o and Rigbteouﬁz%é like a mightie
ftreame 5 There isagreat deale of filth ftill in the Kingdome , God
would have Righteoufnefle run downe as a River to cleante ic.
Firft,Riversare ablefling to a Towne or Citie:the River of Righ-
teoufnefle when it runs downeas a cleare ftreame, and that from
the fountaine of a Court of Parliament, what a great blefling is it
vo-a Kingdome ? T 2. Leg
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2. Letitbe, notasa ftanding water, butbe as a Streame. Righ-
teoufnefle muft bea&ive, it is not enough that you are willing,that

'that which is good thould goe on, but you muft be ftirringin the

promoting of righteous caufes. Many a man is willing to fecond a
good caufe, who hath no fpirit to begin init. Thofe who doe lit-
tle, will envie thofe who areative. The floathfull fervant ,is an
evill fervant 3 ifidleneflein the meaneft Artificerbe evill, whae
is ic;n the Minifters of Juftice , even of that by which the world
ftands? ‘

3. Let it run downelike a River,let it not be asa pond,impal’d
for any mans privateufe 5 If any man thould impale thefe waters
of Righteoufnefle, for his private ufe, it were jult with God, ¢hate

they (hould be to him as the waters of Jealonfie , that theythould

caufe bis thigh to rot, and bis belly to fvell. Doenot feeketo drive on
your private defignes, by that power of Judgement God hath put
into your hands: Iam now a Parliament-man, I have power in
my hands , I am now ableto doe whatI could not doe before, I
will now improve my advantage thus and chus. Thefe thoughts
are very vile, Jufticeis too noble, too high, to be brought in fub-
je&ion to mens humours, wills,and bafe ends. Heathens fhall be

ought in Judgement againft you.. I remember I hawe. read of
Adrian who being declared Emperour, meeting with one againft
whom he had a private grudge, he faysto him, Evafifti, Thou haft
efcaped me 5 now I am not to looke after private quarrels, but the
publique. Know, that you have leffe opportunitie to revenge your
OWN WIORgs now, then ever you had before you were chofen Par-
liafligent-'mcn ; take heed ofimpatingin this water of righteouf-
n:fle. : ' o

4. Let it run downe like a River , {0as every one may have
equall portion in it ; the poore may come to the Riveras well as
the rich, doe not referve thefe waters for kinfmen, mote then for
others, my Cofen , Benhadad my Brother,and fuch a ohes Cofen,
and the others:Cofen ; oh this is not to have Righteoufndie run
downe likea River, but to turne it thisor that way, as wee pleafe,,
to be partiall in that which God would havecommon: as we maft
not have the faich of our Lord Jefus Chriftin ivtl'sa&-of perfons,
o Judgement("which is the Lords ) muft be kept free from refi)e&f

o , e
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of perfons. It was the honour of Mofes, that he was fo juft, th ac
he did not regard himfelfe ; he refufed that offer of being made
a great Nation 3 you doe not reade of any of his children thac
came to great advancement ; Aefes had opportunitie to have
made his fonnes the High Priefts, but you read but little of the
advancement of Mofes kindred 5 doe not thinke that places of
power are given you toadvance your felves, or kindred, but for
the fending downe of the River of Righteoufnefle, for the fatisfy-
ing of this hungringand thirﬁ-in%ll_.and. TheLand was thirfty,
and did gape for want of raine the other day ; whatan honour
had i: been to any company of men,if God had committed to
them the power of giving raine,to have refrethed the thirfty Land?
furely the honour that God hath put upon you is greater, in com-
mitting the power of Judgement to you, for the refrefhing this our
Land,w*h chirfts fo much after righteoufnefle;as it does ac this day.

5. Let not the waters of Righteoufnefle, be like waters fecche

“out ofa Pumpe, that is, with agreat deale of difficultie and ftirre

1et none be like to that unrighteous Judge, he was righteous at laft,
but for all that he is call’d a7 #nrighteom Fudge, becaufe he would
not doe righteoufly but upon Importunitie. Righteoufnefle muft
run downe, itmuft run downe readily , there muft be no need of
pumping it.

- 6. It muft nocbe puddle neither , it muft ran downe clearely ;
take heed you doe not mix uncleannefle in thefe waters of righte-

. oufnefle. You know how abominable thofe were to the Heathen,

who caft poyfon into fountaines ; If there be a common fountaine,
the ftreames of which refrefbes many people,every one would have
his hand upon thofe that fhould poyfon that fountaine. Let there
be no perverting of righteoufnefle ; asit comesfrom God it is very
cleare , doe not you defile it ; let no righteous caufe come away
from you with dithonour ; and aboveall, thisisthe perverting of
Juttice, when the fword of it fhall be drawne againft the Saints.
7. Let it rundownelike a River, thatis, conftandy,not likea

. Land-floud, that hath nothing tofeed it; many will be very righ-

teous in fome things, but in fome other we finde them otherwife ;
but bleffed is the man that doth Tudgement at all times, 1 rememe

« ber L haveread in she 4nnalls of France, of one of the Lewis's, thae

having

i




before the Commons Houfeof Parliament.

3I

having a Courtier cometo bcg thelifeof a murcherer, he granted

_him pardon prefently ; butreading in the 106. Pfal, Bleffed are they
that keepe Fudgement o and be that doth righteoufne(fe at all times, he
withdrew it,and would not pardon him.

~ Now therearedivers things that fhould feed this River of Righ=

_teoufnefle.
Firft, crue love of God, and his honcur.
2. Love to vertue for the beauty of it,and hatred to vice for the
deformitie of it. . _
* 3. A publique fpiric , prizing common Good more then its
owne. :
i 8. Letit rundownelike a River, that is, (wiftly; 59. of Ifziah,
wer. 14, 15. you have fix expreflions contrary to this. 1. Fudgement
¥ turned backward, 2. Juftice ftandeth afar off 5 3. Truth is fallen in the
fireets s 4. Equitie cannot enter 5 5. Truth faileth; 6. He that departeth
from evilly maketh bimfelfe a prey; Then it follows; 1. That God was
difpleafed 5 2. His owne arme brought [alvation, and bis righteonfe(Je
fuftained bim, 1 know thatthereare many things depend upon
you, and there are fo many poore hungry people that come for

righteoufnefle, that you knownothow to fatisfiethem all ac the -

fametime, but yet delay them not more then needs muft.

9. Let it run downe asaRiver, not as a fmall current, but

broad, thatmay reach all, high and low, rich and poore, not as a
lictle brooke , that may tak= little ones, but asa River that may
take the greateft of all ; many-times righteoufneffe runs drifling a

lictle, here and there a few lictle ones are dealt with, but it hould

_ run downelikea River, that is, to take the greateft. Heavie things
in waters will move as eafily aslighter ; in thefe waters the greateft
fhould be made to yeeld as well as theleaft.

10, Laftly, letic rundowneas a mightie ftreame , powerfully,

there fhould bz majeftieand power in the Courts of Righteouf=

nefle, that the heartsof the proudeft and ftouteft evill-doers, may

. be made to tremble. And fuch a River of Righteoufnefle will fa- .

tisfic this thirftieLand. If3i, 41. 17. The poore and the needy fecke wa-
ter o and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirft; I the Lord
will beare, Iwill open Rivers : The Lord heare,and open this River
forus ; the Lord deliver us froma dearth of righteoufnefle,

-
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- The people having been under great oppreffions, aregreedy in
theirféeking to fatisfie their hunger, but the Lord keepe them from
feeking it tumulcuqufly, that they out of their Impatience under
their oppreflions, doe not prefle upon the Minifters of Juftice. As
the people in Samaria having been pinched with hunger, preffed
tumultaoufly upon that Lord, whom the King of Ifreel ( 2 King. 4.
17.) appointed to have charge of the gate, that he dyed, every one
being greedy of bréad, net being able to Ray till it was doled out
inan orderly way unto them. The evill would be exceeding great,
if the people ithpatient for want of {atisfaGion, thould conte (G tu-
multucufly upon you, as that you fhould give them out this bread
for feare. ' :

" Buif any of you {hould now fay of this righteoufie(fe, ag-Pilate

once of truth, What is trath ? {0, What is righteonfuefe 7 What
fhould we doe for the fatisfying the hungry and thi;ﬁie after righ=

“teoufnefle?

I anfwer; Firft,you muft confider the caulk of the poore; Pro.2 9,

4. The tighseons confidereth the canfé of the poore, but the wicked regard-
.eth not to know it Thus youmuft confider , a poore man who

comes out of the Countrey, how far comeshe ? perhaps he coities
a hundred miles, or more, perhaps he hath brought witneffes with

. him sat what chargz chen muft this poore man neéds be ¢ to get

thisbread ? let him haveit.

2. Confider, Heis a poore man, and it's like he hath no friends
to make way for him, he comes meerly in the ftrength of the juft-
uefle of his Caufe ; he hath not money enoughtoget Lawyefs to
plead for him 3 you thould confidet this. »

3. You fhould confider, the cauft is fuch, that if he hath not’

righteous Judgement, he will be utterly undone. .

4 You fhould confider, chat if he fhould goe away without ha-
ving fatisfaltion, how all the Malignants in the Countiey wiil be
ready to laugh,jeere, fcorne him, and to opprefft him tie mofe 3

. he will bein a farre worfe condition, theén he was before he fought

belpe from you: Now a righteons man will confider thus, the caxfe of
the poore, whew as  wicked man cares not to know it. No 5 he fits av his
full Table, and let the poore man doe what he will, let hith be op=
prefed, lct him ftarve, let him be undone » hecaresnot:’ Bws the

' : righteous

~
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rigbteous will confider ; The Lord perfwade you to do fo when they

comebeforeyou.

2. It's righteous, that thofe thatare Delinquents thould be pu-
nifbed. What was the great title of our warre,but the raifin ofrt,:e
Poffe Regni, for the taking of Delinquents, and bringingthem to
condigne punifhment? We made very much ufe of this argument
continually, for the fatisfying menin the juftice ofthe warre.
If a Judgein the Countrey thall have the command of the Poffé Co=
misatusyto fetchin Delinquents that are rebellious, then the Par-
liament hath the power of the Poffe Regni, Now then if God hath
given them into your hands, there will not appeare that righte=
oufnefle, as heretofore was thought to bee, if they efcape without
condigne punifhment. - : ' :

3« If.you have any rewards, it is righteous that thofe be re-
warded that have been faithfull for you, thatthey maynot bee
lookt upon with an evill eye. Certainely,thofe who have beenmoft
faithfull for you,fuffer fo much the more by your enemies for your
fakes. Others are inraged againft them, becaufe of their faithful-
‘nefle to you 5 They can fay, had it not been for your forwardnefle
for the Parliament, wee had never been brought to this;and there-
fore certainly you are to looke to it, that they be cherifhed, coun-
tenanced, rewarded fo much the moreby you. ‘

4. And efpecially you are to looke to this, that none that have
been faithfull may be brought under the power of thofe that have
been Delinquents, either in regard of taxes, orany way of Judi«
cature, they will now revenge themfel ves upon them ; aye,yee were
thofethat have been the caufe of this trouble, you were the men
to further this warre; What an unrighteousoppreffion is this ? If
there beno fuch oppreflion, what meane thofe cryes our eares are
filled with? and ifthere be , furely their cries muft needs be heard
in Heaven. . . , '

5. Let not thofe who live peaceably , and labour to know the
minde of Chrift to the uttermoft that they are able, be accounted
the troublers of the Nation, it is righteous that they fhould not be
{o efteemed. Such as can appeale to God , that icisthegreateft
trouble that they have in this world , the greateft affli®jon thas
they can come no neerer to their Brethren then they doe, and-that

) T ¥ , there’s
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thae's no difficolde but thac they would goe through, nothing
but fin, {hall hinder them from coming neere them. If thefe fhonld
bre -accounted the troublers of che Nation, this will be judged un-
righteoufneflein Heaven. ‘ .

6. A greatcare fhould be had,that violence be net ufed to force
thofe thingsin Religion upon men, that they neitherdoe , nor it
may be cannot underftand 5 I(hall not in this, norin any thing

~ elfe, meddlein matters of Controverfie. For I judgeit unfutable to

thefe dayes of fafting, they muft not be dayes of ftrife. Ibleffe God
for thentoderation of my reverend Brother in the morning , and
for his pious labours. Therefore all that I fhall fay here,thall be but

“ Inway of moderation.Confider but of this thing,that there is more

neceflitie that men fhould come to know mateers of Religion, and
the grounds of them,beforechey pralice them, then that <hey
{hould know thingsin the Scate before they obey. In matters thae
concerne the State, men may witha good confcience truft the
State, though they doe notunderftand how they be for the good
of the State, yet if I fee not unrigheeoufnefle in them, I may - truft

thofe who are in placeof power. Asa man may trufta Phyfidan

for hisbody , and take what he prefcribes, althoughhe does not
know the nature of the Phyficke prefcribed, fo beit he knowes no-
thing to the contrary but that it may begood. But I may rot
truft any manin fpirituall things {0 , but I muft know the thing i¢
felfe , and the ground of it , in matter of Gods worfhip , before 1
canobeyit. Tambound to fearch , and try, and pray, thac when
I .doe whatis injoyned, I maydoeit of faith. And if this be fo,
furely there fhould be much tendernefle towards thofe who differ
from us, in urging with violenceupon poore people, fuch things
that learned Divines are many yeares fearching, debating, before
they can fatisfic themfelves in them ; and when the things they
differ in, areno otherthen what a very great parc of Magiftrates,
Minifters, people, lately underftood lictle of. And be not onely

carefull, that in your dayes there beno oppreffion of fuch, but that
there may be laid no foundation of oppreffion for after yeares;

if this be not your carenow, poore e opprefled, may be
crying for rightecufnetic , when you mmt be able to helpe
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- . Itis righteous,; that you deliver us from Tyranny, from 7.
Arbitrary Governmentsit is righteous that we thould know when -
-wee doe tranfgrefle. God hath madeit to fall before you, and hee
‘hath put power into your hands to keepe it from rifing , fuffer ic
not to rife againe. Wee reade in Scripture of Abaz,and Amsziah: 2Chro.28.23
The one worthipped the gods that overcame him, this was no .
- wonder s but the other worfhipped the gods that hec had over--2Chro.25.14.
“comme, this was trange. . ’
- 8. Itis righeeons, that youfhould havefuch an eyeupon, and g,
‘careover under-Officers your Commiitees , to call them to ac-
count,(o as they may bé kept from (heltring unrighteous pra&ifes
under your power ;you defire to make ufe of the Gentry, take
beed of making ufe of thofe who are tantam nom, if not altogether -
malignant; and becanfe many of them havebeen fo, youhavebeen
_ forced to make ufe of meane men 5 they need 4 carefull overfight,
‘becaufe itis a great temptation to mep of meane gualitie , and
‘tow eftates, to come to have power 6ver thofe who wereabove
them, or équall-tothem, and to haveany thing to doe in the dif-
pofing of other mens éftates ; A" poore man that oppreffesh is like o
[weeping vine tharleavesth mofoed. S
‘9. Laftly, It is righteous, that thofe whom God hath honou- %
red in ufing:as his inftruments of your fafety, the prefervation of -
“your eftatesand honours , thatyou fhould countenance and ho~
nour; let not the Chronicles of England have a record ofun-
“righteous ingratitude in thisthing,God hath helped them to con-
 quet your encnies, doeyou helpe them to conquer envie, their
righteoufneffe will doe it. , ‘ ,
. Forthe clofe ofall, I had-thought to have fet before you the
- excellency, the beauty that thereisin righteoufnefle, to have taken
your hearts with it. By it not onely the world is kept from con-
fufion, but the Kingdome of Chrift is preferved. Pfal 45. 6. Ty
“throne, ob God, is for ever and ever ; the [cepter of thy "Kingdome is a
‘right [cepter. Itis that for which the Farher anoints Chrift with
the oyleof gladnefle above his followes. ver. 3. Thou loveft righteou-
“effe and baieft wickedne(fe, therefore God, even thy God bath andinted
thee with the ople of gladne(Je above thy fellowes. Righteoufnefle is the
“Churchesglory , 1fd, 61. loI.? Hee bath covered #e with 1be 'rob;; of
- i . ) “ 2 :fiz L2
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righteonfueffesos a Bridegroome decketh bimfelfe with ornamenss , and s
;gBride {bg adornetb bfrr felfe wish Fewels. _

I told you the former righteoufnefle , the righteoufnefle of
Chrift was a glorious Robe ; thisalfo is arobeand a Diadem:
Fob. 29. 14. Tput on righteoufnefe , and it clothed me, my judgement
wa - a-Robe, and a Diades, This made hisglory to continue freth

in him, ver. 20,

There are three things [know you defire ; you would gladly
fetdle afafe peace ; You would faine be inftrumentsin your gene-
ration to exalt the Nation ; You would maintaine your auchori-
tie in the hearts of men, that they may feare you : Righteoufnefl
will certainly fatisfiein all chefe three. - _

For the fieft, 1fa. 32. 17. The worke of righteoufre(fé fball be peace,

. and the effelt of righteonfuc(é 5 quietne(le and affurance for ever, Doe

not fay, you put usupon exattrighteoufnefle , this may breed di-
fturbances ; you may fpeake likea Divine, but you fpeake not like
aPolititian. This cext in Ifaisb, makes me thinke that I have fpo-
ken Policy as well as Divinitie to you; Divine Policy; theunrigh-
teous plots , fetches , devices of men fhall not bring peace » bue
the worke of righteou(nefle fhall bring peace ; Ay God fays, there is
no peace: to the wicked, but my God fays, The worke. of righteoufue(fe’

fpall be peace. It may be, it wilknot {0 appeare whileit is working

athefirt, but the effelt of righteoufue(fe (ball be quietnefle. But may
we be aflured of this ? Yes ; quietneffe, and an affierance ; it fhall be

. nomock-peace, no vaine colour of peaceto drive on fome mif-

chievous defigne , it fhall be affieance. But will it hold. ? yes ;
affurance for ever.  Oh blefled righteoufue(fe | our. foules hunger.
and chirft after thee. - Oh how fweet , how good , would
the prevailing of righteoufneffe be ! efpecially at fuch a- time as
this. A : _ ,

The fecond thing you defire , is toexalt the Nation 3 no fuch
way for this asby righteoufnefle. Pro. 13.34. Righteoufneffe exalteth
a Nation. Some nationsare honoured above others for their va~
lour in warre ; fome for their wifdome in policy ; fome for their

* riches ; fomefor their civilityin behaviour ; fome for their anti-

quitie; but this righteoufnefle is that which exalts. a Nation above
all. Deut, 4. 8. Wbat nation is shere fo greas, that bath Statuses and

Tudgements
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Fudgemenis [o righseons, as all this Law that Ifet beforeyon ? If righ-
teous Statutes and Lawes , make a Nation greatand honourable
above others, how great and honourable will the righteous exe=

cution and performance of thofe righteous Statutes and Lawes

makea Nation tobe? .

- Thirdly, would you preferve your authoritie in mens hearts,

it concernes you and usall, that the authoritic of fuch a high
€ourt thould be maintained in the hearts of men;If{light thoughts
oi{your power prevaile in mens hearts, wee are undone. All that
defire the good of the Kingdome, thould feck to make your autho-

ritie awfull in the hearts of people ; it concernes you efpecially to -

be carefull you doe that which may gaine this feare of you in the
hearts of men, thereis nothing will doe it more then righteouf~
nefle. Pfal. 14.5. There were theyin greas feare 3 for God is in the Gene-
ration of the righteows. But that Scripture ¥ Kings 3, 28. is famous
for this, when Solomon had given an experiment of his righteouf~
nefle in judging fuch righteousjudgement between the two Har-
lots ;marke what the Tgext faith 3 And all Irael beard the judgement
the King bad judged. What then 2 And they feared the King 5 for
they [aw the wifdome of God was in bim to doe judgemens. Thus. let

all the Kingdome heare of your righteous judgements; let this be

knowne throughout all the parts of theKingdome, that whofoe-
ver comes up to you, finds nothing buc righteous proceedings,
they goe away with their foules fatisfied with your-righteoufnefle,
blefling God. This will make the Citie , the Countrey , ‘all the
Kingdome to feare you. Howfoever bold wretched fpirits may
dare in troublefome times to venture prefumptuous fpeeches,
yet goc you on, be notafraid of proceedingin righteous judge-
ment, God is with you, you (hall be exalted in the hearts of the
people of the Land, they will feare you, and obey you.
Whatthall Ifurther fay ?

Would you have found wifdome laid upforyou? Oh then be
righteous ; The Lord lsys up found wifdome for the righteous.

Would you have God among you? God is in the Generation of the
rigbteouss Plal: 14. 5. oAl :

Would you have yoﬁr hou_fea ftand? “The boz)/é‘of the Vrigbtebzn.

[vall fland, Prov, 12. 7.
’ T Wead
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.- Plal. 146.8.

Would yoube a joy to the Nation ? #When the righteons arein au-
h); people rejoyce, Pro.29. 2. S
Would you have your feed ‘blefled ? The feed of she righteons
foall be delivered, Pro. 11. 21. \ '
- ‘Would you haveexcellency ? The righteous is-more excellens then
bis neighbour ,Pro. 12. 26, - _
Would you have God love you ? The- Lord loves the righteoss,

Would you die - comfortably ¥ The righteous ‘bath bope in bis
‘-de‘fb’PrOo __14.. 3‘2‘ ’

Would you have the bleffing of God Tbe Lord bleffr the righ-

teoms, Pfal,5.12.

-And now the Righteous Godfill and fatisfie your foules with
righteoufnefle, that fram you mayiffue forth thofe fireames
that may fatisfie this thirftie Land ; Every hungry and thir-

g -ftie foulein theLand. : '
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