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:z:t #:& ND nowwe come to the laft verfe,

il gt ‘Here we hag:: the }lcaf?‘n.
an ncoura emerit, %he Reafon w
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e th¥ Yoke of Chri
2092:4%9 on us, and the ‘encourageraent to

takeic, becaufe it is eafie and his Burden s lght.

“i’

* For my Yoke is eafie, and my Burden! -




634 The words inverfe 30. Opened. ;
\ - MY YOAK. Chrift would have us rake his'
Y oak uponus, that you had in the former verfe, |
{bur the Spirits of menare loach to be brought une |
der a Yoak, they count it burdenfome, cherefore
faich Chrift, Learnof mefor I am Meel and Lowly in
beart, and then My Yoak # eafiz, and my Burdes
light, when once you have buc learned Meecknefs
and Humility, you fhall thep find my Yoak eafie,
{andmyBurdenlight. .~ . __ l
" YEdpe, - The word hecethat yoy have tranflaced
in your Books, Eafte,is Creftes 1 the Greek, a word
thac fignifiss Profitable; Utility, and Commodions :'
' _ ; |foit might be turneds and :&:ﬂ this, thofe that’

' 1 were calked Chriffia 1 in Mgrtyr. hach finch
: aﬂffpre nqg’fh%camﬁ;gt em-Cﬁj?iau, Frem this:
word, becaufe they were men that were ufefull and
{profirable, and fothey might be called Creffignrs.

as welas Cbriffianr,my Yoak is profitable and chat;
-| makes it eafie, whatfeverfis hethata man under-
takes, yetif it bf’mimuch rofig with ic, you count’
ickafie, yoll that cakea picardeal of paiys and en-!
dure much difficulty at Sea, goto the {adies, yetif ;
'| icbring in profit,you connt it eafie, becanfe chere »

1]
1 fo s enl = —

Secondly : -Asthe word fignifies Profit, fo it fig-
nifies Gentlenef,noppafiiontoBeerity, to roxgi-
nefl, barfbnefl, or rigidnep, and fo 1 find the word.

'| m Rom. 11: 22 daichthe Apoftle;. ?ﬁk@ld#?&’

nefl andfeverity of God, there it is, Cr;ﬁor, of er
| fineg,.. for - fo . Creftos there is che fame wosd,
“only here is the Adjedtive, and there the'
Subftancive, the eafinefs, and gemtlencfs, and:
feverity. of 7 God, feverity and gentlenefs op,

ofed fq one agprhcr, God is very gentla, aud
od uatofome

|
l
”i

\-vccc,;and%o , , and is oy fevere uo-,
>orhers. "8o, Takemy Ypakupen you, for is i o,
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ffer (R4 15,3t is. GEDELEy i opgodivion to {ehericy,

and this isvery fuitable to-what Ghti@ hagh fard ;-
before, Jearnof me, for 1 am Meek and Lowly in |.
heart, and.my Yoakisasl am, Low as I am, of |-

a gencle difpoiition, asIam Meck, fo you fhall find
my Yoke, my Yoke is very genle, yom fhall |
find no rigidnefs, no harfefs, ne hardnefs in !
inmy Yoks,thacische meaging of che Yoke 5 For ¢
my Vobe is eafie, apid my Burden sslight, -l .may bea

oke and {eem to lse heavy to yous, bucthe Yoke
is eafie ; but it may beaburden. wel, if ic be a bur-

den ic is light, the word s Nimble agile,itisawery | . .

ﬁi:ani;éshx_ng that it fhonld be a busden; and yec
ligh

iohe Fir may be 4 burden so flefh dnd blood, it may |

be in fome refpeéts burden{ome many waies, I.but
when you have taken it upon you, you will fiad it
“lﬂ“- Now the word tranflated here Light, itis

raken fromthe lightnefs and agilicy of Stags, of |

thofe Creatures that.ace veey fwifty and -agild, ‘and

nimble, and light in cheir metion, from thence the |,

word comes. o -

My Burden s lights - The meaning in the orsgi- |
nal is this, it is fuch a light burden asman may have ||

it upon him, and dance wich it, leap and dance,

have joy, and delight wich this burden updn' their |.
backe; other burdens prefleth down, makes ainan |
go heavily, but this burden s fo light, chac- chrofe |i

chac haveic on, it makes cheir hears light and' eas:

fie, that they can go, and skip>and dance- with |}

chis burden upon them, that is thé word iniche ori--

ginall, wehavenota word in the Englith to ex- |

prefs it thus, andche word thar youhavein 2 Per
1. 5y hath fome likepefs tashae thac Chrift- means.

to your Faigh Vistue, and to Virtue ‘Knowledg,
and to ‘Rnowledg Temperance,and so Temperance ¥a-

vience, andtoPatience Godlineg, and fo multiplics t
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The words in verfe éo‘ Opened.

‘Ything more for the opening-of the words, My Yole

parciculars. And now the wordiis in the originail
wiywysen tolead in the dance, add thefe virtues
one to another ; it is true, 'it fignifies the miniftring
of the fupplies that Members have from the Head,
only in your Englifh icis faid, , ,4dd toyour Faith
Virtue, it eicher lignifies the mmiftring of the Head
to the Members, chat which the Members receive
by the miniftring of the Head, and fo it is pro-
per there, thacallche vireues we bave they are bax
added one to another, from the virtue tha: is mi-
niftced from Chrift our Head to us Members. Or
elfe the word fRignifies, to lead in o dance, as firft
one goes, and the other follews, fo Faith goes
ficft, and cthacleads onthe other, it fignifies the de-
lightfulnefsin Chriftianity, when Faith goes be-
fore,and alcheother virtues coming after, these isa
delightfulnefs in all the waies of Godlinefs and
Chriftianity, and in the excerciling of Virrues:
That for the meaning of the werd, ‘My Burden is
light, fuehaBurdeaaswillmake the heart lighe,
aud cthac one may have a Burden on, and go light-
i ly, and skipping, as if he bad none. Only one

is eafie, and my Burden is hight I confefs- thefe rwo
expreflions many make but all one, Yoke and Bur-
den, .audiothers think there is a little difference,
thar by Yokeis meanc, what Jefus Chrift requires
of us' mthe Gofpel to do, and'by Burden is meant,
whatwe are requiced iti the Gofpel te- fuffer, both
adtive and paflive obedience, -the coming undér the
 rule and goverment ofChrift inthe Gofpel;. thatis
a Yoke,l by icis avery gentle Y okKe, and fo when
- we coie under the obedieneeof Chrift, to be pro-
feflors of the Gofpel,: we mufk expedt to fuffer
much, aund bear greac Burdens of afliction in the
world, 1butfaith Ghrift, thefe Burdens of afiiai.

Qas, if they comeand perfecute you wcrﬁu:::ch



The Yoke of Chriftis eafie. 637

here, youfhall find them but lighc burdens, all
that I require of you to do fhall be eafie, and all
that I -require of ‘you to fuffer fhall be lighr,
Sothat from hence we have this Point of Do&trine,
for IHhalnot handle them afunder, but put them
both together. g :

b s 84 5 3 s bk

CHAP. CXXXIIL

|

Do&. The way of the Gofpel that brings to Heaven, |
. dsaneafie way. This confirmed and explained in
Six particulars. ' . :

DOCT.

in doing or in fuffering, it isvery eafie, and wve-
ight, The way of the Gofgel thac brings to Hea-
ven 1s an eafie way: That is the Poinc. And when we
name it, Ifuppofeit will feem one of the firangeft
points that ever was preached or that you have heard;
of : Thatthe way of the Gofpel to bring Peopleto
tHeaven, isanealie way, it fcems contrary toother| -
Sctipuires, Strive to enter.in at tbe frrasghr Gate,
fb‘r}f’ra" bt 5rthe Gate, andnarrow is the way that,
leddsth Jife; andfepo there bethar find it,' antl Mini-
fters tet us, théway ro Heaven is a very difficule
way, and mary times it is made'an evidence of men,
that are but carnal, and have not the power of God~]
lincfs in-them; rhat they find {6 much eafe in their:
way 3 ua%pbfe thefe you have heapd of. Wetll,
'before we have done'with the Poine, we fhall re- L

| concile al¥thefethitfgs, only for the prefent feeing: |

"l' ‘Hat whatfoever Fefus Chrifé requires of us, eitber-
7}
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638 Thelkeof Criftiscafi.

| they are che words of Chrift,we muft yeild chem to

lunto, it is eafie,, whatever Burdsa he woald have

1 35 eafie, and of his Burden that it is light.

havea truth in them: That the Yoke of Chrift
whatever it is that Chziff would have us fubmi

‘us bear in chis world, it isa.light Burden: Lec all
thole chat are continually con:plaining of the did-
culcies that lie in the waies of Godlinefs take no.
tice of this Point, many there ace, cthat make it
their Religion to be continually complaining of
difficulties chat there are in Gods waies, as it by
'that they would fhew that they faw fomewhat, and
‘felt fomewhat more than others did, and are never
|in waies of thankf iving, or in waies.of rejoy cing,
buc alwaies complaining of che waies of GOJ, and
:whac difficultiesthey find in chem, let therm take
‘notice, that whatever thy thoughts have been here-
i cofore, or what thy Speeches have been abour
‘them, yet Jefus Chrift hifelf faith, thac bis Yok

Now therefore, Firft1fhall confirm it by Serip-
tures, and then come to branch itinto feveral par-
ticulars for the opening of it.

Fof Scriptures’,'take tixefe three, the firfk is in

| Pfal. 119. 445 45. Se (b{dl Ikeepthy Law continually;

or ever and ever. willwalk at liberty, for I
{by Precepss. 'I’he Soul chat doth eculy f’eck chi‘}

precepts, tobeunder.the command of the

i

of God, fucha one walksat libercy, never hath fol

jmuch liberty as ac that time when he feeks Gods

precepts  You may think that to be under the'
command of the word, and efpecially that in fee-!

[King the commands of the Lord, it will bri

. mands or thc : you,
into bondage : There is no fuch libersy in che!

-yworld as being under the command of God, and

feeking the commands of the word. Am‘ib then in

.
I
!

e w .
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Prov. 15. 19. Thewayof the jlotbfull is a4 a bedg of
Toorns, thar is, thereis a groat deal of difficulty in,
'the way of the flathful, now this is an- oppelrien|,
to ‘he waies of che flochfull, But she way of the righ- |
teoys 75 plain, there isnofuch difficulty in his way,
arighteous mans way to Heavenit isa plain way,'
a_pﬁin path, hemay goin it withbafe, icis not a ri-
gid way, s notaffony way, athoray way, but-it-
“is.a plainway, thara man may goeatic there. Now
if you be walking in any place from Town to Town,
‘ifyouwalkin g place where is plain way in the
fields, it is eafie all chewhile. MNow you go to the
City,and you walk inithe fields,it is plain,it is eafie,
but when you came upoa ftones, it is more difficule, | -
Bo itis here, Thewaqy.of the wightepus 5 plain, the l'
righreoys have a pldin pathtoPeaven, but the wic-!

d chey 3re wpon rhe ftones, they are upon the)
dirt, when one comes upon the ftones, and i be
disty. 109 that i moxe diflicule, But the way of |
wiglteoufnafl 4s plaiv. - And vhete is one Scripture
-mere remarkable than thefe, and thatis, in 1 Fobn
s. 3, Audbi commandments are 1ot gricvows, the
conmapds of God-haverno guievoufnefs in them,
thereisnoching in Gads Commandmerits to be fo '
much gs;grieng o avGracious-Soul. It is faid in
the Scripeute, char God delights nat to gréeve the Chil-
dren of 'Men, certainly, chere is nothing that God
regmires of cheeif themunderfandeft it aright thae

 wAll gricke thoey iehen -yon ténder :a Chikd o g
R ek, yoniwikhot refjuirecfichealany: ching: thit
may gricvethem, now Chrift hath fo tender fegard
unto you that are the Servants of God, thac he will
require noching of youchat wil grieveyou,and ther-
fore if nothing be grievous in ‘Gods Command-
mentsy, furely his Yoke iseafie, and his Burden is
light, .
gB;xc now for the opening of this Point ( for there
is
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The Yoke of Cbnﬁuteaﬁe.

the opening of i, andmaking it ufefull and profica-,
ble ) I fha}l caft what my mediracions bave been’|
abouc this Point into thefe Six heads.

The firft is, To give you fome Evidences of ic,
thac chisis fo. )

. And then the fecond thing is,  The differences
thac chere are betweenche eafe thaca carnall heart
finds inthe wates of Religion, and the eafe thaca
crue Gracious heart finds in che waies of Religions
thofe that are carnall, and takeup but a meer for-
malicy of Religion, they find not eafe, but thofe
that are truly religious, they find reft. -

And che thirdis chis, If che waies of God be eaﬁe]
How coues it to pafs,that many thac we hope are
uuly Gracious and Godly, yet make fuch com-
plaints of fo much difficulty as chey do find in Gods
waics. A . .

- And then fourthly, We are to open ( which is
theprincipal of all in the explication ) wherem
thecafinefs of Gods waies appears, whac are chofe
things that do makeche wases of God fo eafie, and
in what paraculars doth confift the eafinefs chac
there is in the waies of Religion.

And then fifthly, Some (l.gonlequcntes thac are co

be drawn from this, whichis by way of Applica-
€i0on. .
*  Andfixthly and laftly, Some Dire&ions, what
we fhould do to make the waies of God eafie, Thefe
arechefix Heads that I caft che baodling of this
Poiacinto, s

CHAP.

isa great deal rirat bad need to be faid to it for
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Six Buidences of the former Dodrine in the laft

Chapter. 1. Becaufe the word that injoyns thefe

" waies # Sweets 2. A Gracious Soul counts his

‘Duties bis priviledges. 3. Fle would rather come|
under any other Burden, than caft off tbe Yoke of

. Cbriff. 4 Becaufe Cbrifi whofe. Yokeit is, #

Gentle.s. Never anytrudy that put their neck un-

derthis Yoke, would willingly take it out again.

6. The Experience of alltbe Saints of God prove

“the Point.

O the ficft then: The Evidences that do de-
{”. monftrate, chat certainly the waies of God are
eafic,and hisBurden is very light unto thofe that
have indeed fubmitted their necks unco the Yoké
Of~]¢ﬁ‘9c,;hl'i&v S o o '

- fEnidence 1.

Fitft. i THe fif® Evidenceis this: Surely Gods
waies are .eafie untethem, for there is nonechat tsY
|craly Gracious; ‘buc they account the word of God
thacdoch re(&i;e‘th‘em to walk in thofe waies, very
fwaetunco chéiii; and chey prizeic highly, now ifl
thicre weze difficulcy and a harfhnefs in"Gods waigs,|
Gextairiby; thouglh the word of God may be accetih-
sedsuft and vi htéous, yer it would noc be fweet:
ated corpfortabld 'unto che Soul; but thete ishno-

I et A SRR PP rhinnt
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.| for thofet

Evidenes o she eafine e N Orrifls ok, |

thing more fweet and comfortableunto a Gracious!

| heart, than the word of God thar dgth rcguire fuch,

waies of him. Y know the expteflion 6f Dawid,
that It js. frweeter than the Hony and the Hony Comb, |

| morepeecious $han Silver or Gold, or. any riches of

the world, read but Pfal. 119. and there in every!
.verfe almofty ;you. find, fuch exprefitans, of muc
weetnefs thra¥f Paviddid find 1n the’ word of God,
'if the word be fweet and delightful, cerrainly che
wajes of God muftnecdsbe {weee and delighefall.
that arerequired inthe word, thatisthe ficft,

1o L U
. v\s'. ) ; .»:;-“.-\B"!i’f‘fll_‘?e‘ Re

Seﬁolidlg(: Surely they are fweetand deligheful,
th dat g_rg; i ,G& ,wi}l&&bdo It:{on account
what they do.only. te.bg Dytiss, by Priviledges ;
they Yookug onjsg?rnmiu&fhﬁ&.-ﬁbf.mwﬁeﬁgion‘
vequires of them, not only as Duties, but #g:Mexcics,
as that wherein. their happinefs confiits, I bave re. |
ceined mercy from the Lord that I may be faitbfultaib |
Paul, 1o nor {3y, 1bave received mescy from the !
Loxd, thar I may.goto Heaven thaclmay be re-|
warded, and.have fuch;and Such:lefllngs, bue 1

countit mercy from the Lord, thaghe imakesme
faithfull in this way, notonly dutifull, burfaith-
full.. The Saints of God do not account the bonds |
of obedience to be fetters to them, they account
them chains of Gold aboms: thais. weckes for:Qrga-
ment;, nat bonds of ngceflvy s@.tie Them to ehe~
dience; becaule ‘otherwife, they, w Wd gor. obgy.
them, buc I'fay, e‘tgﬁk“’ﬂf God i3 counted by '
the Saints ofﬁ)zdtq.‘ as chains of Gold, Qta.-’
meats tQ them; thap. they acconnt their Glowy as
welas chgic Dury, & chesefore in the Revekirion we |

{

1

find;che mew Cicy is defcribed chus, thas her Rrepes !

15 paved with Gald, is, she vexry, way, & pathy of -
thcpiiints icis a‘Gom‘gﬁw?v.j:_ms.d’;;rm&‘ ,
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it is a-glorious way, now that which a man accounts

his Priviledg,and Dignity,& Glory,char muft needs

be ealie, their fufferingeattively and paflively,

Paul caunts his. fufferings Glorious,  aud Mofer,
cémqs'shis fuffeings more.t haautheiriches of Bgyp |
1640 he tiisn you had gives unto yon as. rruck. Gald
asiyoirgondd qarryly, the weigbtiesthe bag, che ligh-!
res wabild y ow heastbe, you waoulecomr che. buc- !
dea fo-muchiche more lighter, by fo nuch the. more |
was ipiit, Cersdindy;sbeluffering for Chidifh;awd dy-
ing fopGhMIk fs riChbs,. iisfo o aGrdsios. hieart, l
ary b6 Hhismayibe aBidstlogo earnakihedres)i nhas |
ny cacnall heares think chey muft de fuch.gbod

things, 4ad if they de rot slfey mg(t perithyandgo !
tqHelly and therefore chey #orce thefdelvosap-
on Dk ya 1 Rueit is.otherwife wish g; Gadly heaxe,
hedoth nofitizink, banid do'this, hugsbis-wiosk is
wages, every work thata Child of Geddoth is wa~|
ges pah-'bnevftbe mgwotk&hagdot} btitlhc expedsithe |
mgrce,. be expeds wages . \§0.an Hypocrite: may’
wosky he may do1omehing, buthe expedds wages:
bus a.Graciots hearchis Work i weges, . Receiving
thegnd of yaur ‘Faith, the Salvation of yeur:Soulss
there is rgceiving continwally while weare wosking.
Saigh Chriftin Fob. 17. 4« Fatber I bave finifoed the |
woyk thakthon gavifi me 10 dg . S the yery work:|
chag the Fasher fer Chaift upon;, Ghrift did ceynt it
tobe a Gift from the Facher,.:and {o the ;werk tlat:
Chrifk fecs'us npon, if we have the Spiric of Chrift ia
us, we wil count it a Gifc from Jefus Chriflk, Chrift
dgth give it, and this ( by theway ) would be 2.
fpaciak Evidence of true Grace in the heart, the foul
thas fhall counc Gods waies Piviledges as, well as
Dugies, {urely baslicrue Grace, truly they are eafie

then, ifthey b Briviledgesas welas Daies, thavis
the fecond. L e
IR e " ‘Ewidence

. 3 —
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: Eridence 3
| Thirdly : Andché.third Evidence is this, The
Y oke cf Chrift is eafie, and his Burden is light;
|fox thege. is no ‘gracious heart ‘buc would racher,
come under any Yoke, any Burden in cthe world,
chan willingly to caft off any Y oke and Burden of
Jefus Chrift, name what Y oke you will, whar Bur-
den youwill, rather than agracious heart will be
from under Chrifts Burden, and Chrifts Yoke, 0!
faith he, lec me comeunder that Yoke, and tha;
Burden.. -
Yeafurcher, If God doth put any Yoke, any
Burden of afliGion upon one that is Gracious, if
that Yoke and Burden of afflition may but bring
bis neck more under the Yoke-of Chrift chan be-
fore,and bring him more under Chrifts Burden than
before, agracious heart doth think it well worth
the bearing, thinks himfelf fully recompenfed in
the bearing of any Yoke if it may any way furcher
"| him to come undex che ¥oke of Chrift more; as
thus, before [ had a wanton Spiric, andI could net
et my f{elf co put my neck under the Yoke of
: Ehriﬁ, to be quier as I ought to have been; Well,
bus now the Lord Chrift hach laid che Y oke of af-
fli&ionupon e, and that hath in forue meafure
fubducd my heart, fo that I can come and: pur tre
Y oke of Chrift upon me becter, O ! bleffed be
God that evey | had the Y oke of affi¢tion upon me,
thacnow brings me under rhe yoke of-Chrift more,
Canft thoufay {o, blefled be God for this aflidi-
on? Surely ehenthe 'Y oke of Chriftis eafie; thara
hearc- is willing co-bear any Yoke that may b
v |furcher-it toche beacing of the Y oke of Chrift, that
is thechird. R

k3
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Bvidences of the eafiwefs of Corifts Toker

Fourthly : Itis an eafic Y oke certainly, foricis
Chrifts'Y oke, it muft'needs be-eafie, becaufe 1t is
Chrifts; andthat upon thef@&wo grounds.

.- Firft: Chrift himfclfisafmlc, and Sweet, and
Lovely Chrift himfelf hach'ho Rigidnefs, no Sowr-
nefsin him rowards People; asyouheard at large’
whenwe-opened the Meeknefs and Lowlinefs of
Chrift, now if Chrift be meek and lowly, he loves
no bitcermefs and rigidnefs. Ifl hadto- deal with'
a marrthat I were fure had all the Meeknefs, -and.
al theLove andall the Genclenefs in him of all

themen inthe world that ever lived, puc all chein/
Meeknefs; and Gentlenels,  and Sweetnefs together

into oneman, and I were fureI fhould never have

any Yoke upon me-but what that man fhould lay
upon-me, truly,Iwouldnever fear any rigidnefs. |
One man hath Meeknefs and Gentlenefs, 1but he |

hath Rigidnefs too, and another man hath one drop, "

and another another droﬁ, Tbut puc all chefe into
one,and furely that man hath a great deal of Meek-
nefs, now: Jefus Ghrift hachall iii him, andifit be
his Yoke, thenit muft needs be eafte. - .-/ :
ArndSecondly : Confider what: was theiend of:
Chtiffscomihyg-into the world, the cnd of: Jefus.!

Chiifts'coming into the world: was this; he fz'u"! A
poor wretchedman, thache wasundera Burden of'! -
fii and miferyi, ~and he ‘was content to-comeand

take eleirnataresrpon him; and delivériheic fouls
from phint shd croiible; and mifelyy b camenorine
tothe werld'foimpafe Ior Y oléés; bathecameine!
rothe-worldto bring'the mercy of the Father, ro’
britig the treafure’of the riches of the Father. into.

‘he'wéild, andwas anointed'by the Fathorroichae
:nd!'thac’Re iight Wpen Prifon dbbrs 1o @apeises;. .
' and.

250!
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""" and that he might powr oyle upon them, to fupy

fouls thas was bis sidy fuat By, Lcame not into te

*‘world to condemne it, buitofavestthac I mighe bring
the mereylafimy-fethsyinig shewonld, thac Lmighe
:apen the palagin.of deinsipfg mercy of my Facker
thac by ydur-ting wasWw:. §p» though there was o
Finftoice occan, of mercy gn wy, Father, yet not one
drop-could iftue ops £53m him, cherefore | camero
open che fnedss as.6 Wekys and lgg shent ouc upos
you, antkit therq:e apy.osher £ndy. it is racher by
‘of the.mng-

acoidenst chen, ehag which Chril
Chrittaymed 3t was; to open shellices ok the n:
wice mercy of Godupan njan. - Now if this were ke
eod of Chrifts cpmming intg ,t,fw world, then cx.
tainly thofechas acedsare cohim, and thar he was!
wilingca lay downbis: lifs fory. they, fhal find no-
chipg fromhim bus genglenels, he wulf lay to yoks'
| ax burdenapen them buyr whae js-very saly,andve-:
ry light theyefore ig muit pgeds he ealy, becawle it is
Chrifts, chaciea fousth Evidence .~

LD IS L

- Fifdy,. I pft needs be eafy. and light, foxchere
‘was never any in the wogld ch3c puc his neck under
chis Yolke, - G efpecially if you ? e it for che: yoke
of obedierice- ) never any pi his'neck under chis
yoke that wolild have his Reck oyt again,thac wauakd
wifla Chrifts.y oke oshes wide chenit is,, .fox his a&ive
obedience,and shey would havethe paffive too, buc
in'the conclufion dhey would pever ropenc chemtha:
exer:they were under ig, bus elpecially. for che for-
met, there was. pevpy Godly Ghriftians;when chey
were themfelves,. and did copfider of things, excepc
ig werein'time of sempsagion, b takechem at cha
time whenthey arethemfelves, 14y, there was ne-
verany; shat cowd!wifh, theis neck o af Chng

Do - , voke -
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ybke; thac coyld:wifh the yoke of Chrift caftey
thenitis, they woukl béi freed: fcam: nothing thar
Chrift requires when they are themfelves and un-
deiftand things. Itistrue, Ignerantly, and when |
they do not underftand chings, andin time of temp- |
tation, then 'they may (l_o'otharwifp,<_tbm=_tnkc a
Chriftian,. and ler: him be himfelf, and lec him con-
fider and underfrandsche thingy: andthere vayngver
any that eould wifh his neckions of theyoke,ox wifh
ic eafier'thenit is. It is erite, A gracigus beais may
be-weary of himfelf, becaufe. he cannet beare the
rolie of Chrifk as he would do,but be js neves weasy
> Chrifts yokte, ho may be weary: vfyhe corrupti-
msiof hig leact that hindes. him from, hearing the
rokeasthe fhould do,. but he 'would. net -have the
rokelefsthenic is, Take onethac isGodly, though|
1e be.weak, yonwil fay, itistoue, they thacare|
trang wil not wifh it Jefs; buv.thofs thar are weak
hey may.aeticonfides is this,: & gracions beasthe,
veuld be glad 10 bave mare ftrepgeh ta go under|
hiriifts yoke more comforsably, buthe-would not
apoChuftsoke lefs; vhatds, there ig.no digey thac|
rifk respuvtesof wghaeious hesst ther it would: be
raed fronky 1 d amng?f yob it are graciqus beaces
what omgi;ducy-ohay -Ghoil meqwisev. of- yon.
then:; you-:asiehyoub :bel vaoy, that: woudd be:l
eat from, Juopk thraugh the wholbook of God,
udy om fhalfindis {o.0f the: Sainrs. - Aad:hero-isal
atidifferenceinow twtweenan Eypogrice, anda;
iddious mahy .an Hipaceitewould, fain-do thisdu.;
7 it norobacy:and omisthis, businosirbat;ihuca.
maitioheisy faitky, Lond; Lam.net, willing - only,|
rdo wmmﬁmeﬂwﬁoeg it Lopd; whatfo.-
raee borkbquing A

yobaind, fuied Raveabar il semefurchesionly |,

———

awtolithaw rhasvis. 38t eafynd besqube o m 1 “
53 but.) -
faichil’

saxteblatwilliovet [ Ralfe poaRy; RLher- Y0

ofmax . wonldichie- iy if-Thad -
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| butnow if it is got off from-the Sands, and wholly

faith, Yetime alwaiesbe here, furely it mufk needs
beeafy 'tlfen;!thaﬁs‘aﬁtfch Evidence. . .- -

C T Rt s

~ And'the Sixth and Laft Eviaei\cg is this, it is ta-

keén from the experience of the Saints, and thacisas
greata :demeénftration as amy ‘thing, thac which I {

ken from the éxperience of the Saints, thereis nonc‘

|chac are truly Gracicusthough they may be afliGed

with temptation, efpecially when they are growa’
m the ‘wates of Chriftianity, but they have fome ex-
perienccof it, - perhaps at firft:they find ic fomwha
hard te gec chieir iecKs undery but -afterwards, they
willfay, well, Inever found that reft, chat eafc,g'
that quiec upon miy foul, as fince I got my neck ful-
ly under the yoke of Chrift, fince I brought my}
felf:ro refign my felf fully & wholly to the ways of}
Jefus Chrift, Iblefs God I have -had great eafe and
reft.. Juftasic 'is withyour Thips, if your hip
Stick faft 1n the Sands and water, the’'Waves come
and-beat againft your fhip, anditis ceady co break,

upoh the Water, ‘then away it goes, andyou may
hold a cup of winé in your hindsand it goes away
with eafe, fo it- 'is with @ Golly  hear,i
when he is f 1t in Gods wales, and parc in che!
rendd, --and doth : ot fnﬂg give - up _him-!
felf - Gods waies; therwhe findes trouble, and bis:
Conftienee fi¢s 'in‘his Facey:and the tannoc ;
quietly ;- buc ler the Soul fully refign it felfeo Chri

{ o be gided by hm, - Oh/che uafpeakuble joy char
‘I chereis-in'this:: "Hearkens.may talk; and have wit-i

ty difcourfessbott tritiquislivyof mind, bus o
rgetrﬁe.Crmi&nﬂéahﬂlnwxhe e trangiiiliity of |

mirkd; wever coidd i fortt 43y a1l now; “my féui re- !

ravrnna

have found exgérimentally, thicl #ndfoy icis ta-)
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'tirne unto thy reft,lec there be never fuch commo=~
tions itr the world, . and troubles and ftirs in the
World, yet- I can retire to God, andI can
blefs my felf in God, and blefs God in whac I injoy,
when I can fay as in the prefence of God to my foul,
O my Soul, returnco thy reft, Inever had fuch reft
-and quiet in any waies asI find in thefe. Surely
thefe Six things do evidence the truth,thac his yoke
is eafy, and his burden light. . : ‘

FOIPELLIPLIPETEIOIF LIS FIIIP
CHAP. CXXXYVL

The Second Particular mentioned, Chap. 13. Ir
opened in two differeénces between a Carnal beart,
-and a Gracious Soul, inthewaies of God. 1 The-
Hypocrite finds eafe in the waies of God and Sin
both. 2. The Hypocrite batb fome eafe, becaufe be
miffhys the Yoke of Chrift,contenting bimfelf with
the outward forme of Godlinefs, but theb eleevers
eafe comes from the power of it . .

Ut now many carnal hearts, they think ic eafie:
Gracious hearts may chink this poinc at firft

hearmg very ftrange,but carnal hearts they ehink, I, '

we like this point wel enough, for men keep fucha
do,and make the waies of God fo difficulc,togoon in
a faire way, thatiseafy, butco be pucto fo much
crouble and pains, there muft be Such praying, and
humbling, aod fuch firiét keeping of the Sabbaths,
chis is thac difturbs, now becaufe civilinen, they
find eafeas well as ¢arnal heares, that will be the
nexc thing, forIndeed,Iwas loth to fpeak fo much

of che ealinefs of the waies of Chrift withour fhew
ing che-differesice between thereft, and eafe .ofa
rarnal heart or an Hipecrite. and a‘true Gracious:

|
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Difference between theeafeof s

-|and fear of hell, bu it is grievous, becaufe the foui

heart, an Hipocriteand a carnal heart fhal 82d ro.

eafe and reft at al chough a gracioushearr thal .|

Wherfore the differences between chat eafe whsch
a carnal hearc finds, ard that which a gracious caz.
finds in Gods ways they are many..

Firftof al, acarnal heart finds eafe in Chrigs
yoke and eafein the yoke of fin both, they find eaiz
m both yokes, when they havea temprartion to s,
that is comfortable to them, when k 1
fuitable to their own ends to their own
waics, when they come to performe dury-
and come to the Church, and fomtimes ﬁiay, acd
receive Sacraments, and the like, they chink chey
finda great deal of eafe there, they are content
with both, now it is quite ocherwife wicha gracioos
heart, a gracious heart finds eafe in the yoke &<
Ghrift, buc 'there is nothing more burdenfom toa
gracious hearcthen the yoke of fin, theyoke of:
Chrift is fuch an eafe as canpot ftand ;with ‘eafe - |
der theyoke of any  fin, butthe yokeof finir is!
butdeng;me and incollerable unto the hearc thar |
"hath !true eafe inthe yoke of Jefus Chrift. Y
and the more eafe any graciousheare hach in bea:.;
ing the yoke of Chrift, the more intolerable is the
burden that fuch a hearc hath when it is under the
yokeof fin ; if at any rime fin doth prevail wih!
‘one that is come under fubjeion to Jeius Chrift, Q!
how greivous is that fin, and therefore greivous, bee
caufe fuch a foul knows what the differenceis be-’
tween the yoke of Chrift,andthe yoke of fin, there- |
foreicis grieveus, Itisnot only greivous, bacaufe
it brings terror to the foul through fear of j

{
i

Rnows a difference between the yoke of Chrift.and '

the yoke of fin, Asnow, if a.man hath beenac-|

quainted with, a fervice to fome Noble man o .



-

Prince, andhatha -graat deale of Honor and re-
{peét,.and gained very much, and afcerwards this |
man:fhould cometo bea flavein the Gallies, Oh,l
how burdenfom would this be to him upon this
ground, becaufe he once knew a betcer fervice, he
knew what it wasro ferve fuch a Prince, that wasa
gragous Prince,and loved him and delighted in him,
arid required noching of him buc that that was
veiy.fuitabletd him, mow if fuch a one cemes ro
the Gally, it will be very greivows. Truly thusic
is, 4 true Gracious hearr, thac hath been acquainced:
with the yoke ofChrift, if at any time he is over-
come with any corruption, wich any fin, he is like
one inthe Gally,Oh,this foul confiders, I am in a
different way from what I was wont to be, I was |
wont tobe in the fervice of Jefus Chrift, and my
hedrt had foul fatisfying contentments while I was
there,but @ whata diferencc is cherein this work?
hereis a bafe drudgery in comparifon of what I was
wont to have, Oh,the {fweet communion I had wit_h‘
Jefus Chrift while my heart ‘kept clofe co him, but}
now,now Iam raking in kennells, and rowing in|
Gallies, Oh ! wretched man that I am, whe (hal deli-
wer me from this butrden ¢ ‘now this 1s a wide,a broad
difference, between the eafinefs of the yoke of
Chrift to brieand rothe other, one finds 4 great deal
of eafe in the yoke, but the other finds all one,ifhe
goes amongft company thatare vaine, and fleight,
and prophane, dnd when he comes to hear the word
cgread of receive che ®acrament, almoft allone ;
a$‘ind¢ed._ifrhere- be dny‘differerice, his greateft
eafe isip thac of fin 3 he hath eafe in che duties of re-
Wgior,* in performirg duties, but his greareft eafeis
in the orher way ; 1 but now, the eafé ofa Sgint is
fach as'¢annort ftand witlithe.eale of fin, 'a child of
God'cdn beare the yoke of Chtift wich eafe, but he
cdmnot beare ‘the yokeof fin, it is death to

FHipocrite and Beleever. 651
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" him to.beare the yoke. of. fin, that is the Firft

| Secondly, Another difference is this, a carnall
heart may have fome eafé in duties of religion, in the
yoke of Chrift, buritis becaufe hé miftakes the
yoke of Chrift, it isbécaufe he doth not know the
yoke of Chrift, he thinks that the yoke of CAfift is |
only fpaie external duties chac Chrift requires, or
to keep from fome grofle fins, and now and thento
fay his prayers, and now and thento read a chap-
ter, and come to Church, and to receive Sa-
craments, hethinks this isall that Chrift requires
- | of him, whatneeds any more to dothen chis? May
not 1goto Heavenas well withchis, aswith keep-
ing fo much a do as others do ' and he thinks here is
. |the yoke of Chrift, and chis is fineand €afy indeed. | -
| If chis were the way that would bringto Heaven, it
+ - |wereavery ealy matter 10 go to Heaven, thatis,
for a man fo keep frdm a grols foul fin, that wouild
make him odious inthe place wheie he lives, and
for him only. to come from his houfe,and fic an Kour
or two apd heare a Sermon, and come at Eafter and
. |other times and.Teceive the Sacrament, dhisis the
|eafieft 'thini;in the - world, who'would not go to
Heaven if chis were all : But now, if thou wert ac-
quainted wich the fpiricualnefs of holy duties that
Jefus Chrift requires, withthe power of Godlinefs
thar thereisin holy duties - that Chrift requires in
|theword, nrortification oéthy Luft; and the keep-
. {1ng of thy thoughts, and of thy heart holy. and {p-
ritnal he requires chat thou fhouldeft-ferve che Lord
thy God wichal thy heart andall thy might, ifthou
|kneweft. Ifay})t e fpititualnefs of holy duries,
and che power of Godlinefsthac is in holy ~ duties,
- |chepit would bean intolerable. burden ta .chee, it
: e would
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waould be very grievous to a carnall heart to pur i¢
felf under the{piricuall adts of Religion; to put it
felf unider the outward adts of Religion that is eafie,

but toput it felf uponehe inwardadts of -Religion, |
they would find thacto be fomwhat indeed. For
one that hath learned a Prayer, to go and fay
it .over, and read it in a Book : What an eafie
maczer isthat part of Religion ? for a man in the

morniag and evening, to go and turn over two. or

three Leaves, and fhake hinfelf and goaway, and:
then there is Religion for all thac day. But now if
you would fet your felvesto the power of Godli~-
nefsin Prayer, thatis, when you come to. Prayer,:
ro meditate what an Infinice, and:Glorious,:and
eterhall God you haveto deal withall :n Prayer, I
am now.coming to tender up cthac hich refpeét thac

I owe to the infinite God, tﬂac which the-Creature
ows to aninfinite Creatog,now [ am-coming to open

my.Sowd toGod, rofearch out allche cocruptions!
~of my héart, and I am fow eomirig to bewail them
in the-prefence of the: infinite God,-andto fec my-
felf befpre the Lord, as in:my felf a condemned:
Creature before an infinite.Judg: Iam coming now 4
to-plendiwith Godt for my: hife; for my Soudsformy-
eterndlicefbate, ;1 am nowicoming o ehgage my

Soul to @bd, ;thatas everil ex pech:meiicy in the day

of Chrift, {o Iam willing oo give:up my- felf to:
God,. herzis fome power of Godlinefsin this, .now-
1-would have y ou pur your {fglves ro this divine eafe, .
the more a Gracious heare.doth this; themoge eafg

he trach in Prayer, asiwill appeal coyous Tak¢

carnall heart; fuch a onethinks he nuft piay, and:
.fo the: comes in the morning, and fpeaks a few
words, fuch words as-he: was want. to do,.
and fuch woids as. may- be -he hath beard o--
ther men {pedk - when be: joyns; with ethers- in.
prayer, .and he hears .fome expreflions .in ;prfa‘ycx K
T om.y .
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from them, and he gets rhem, and comes in che |
morningacd fpeaks wiens, and perhaps gees inro
his Clofet, and parely.{peiks chem over, now if i |
beone'that hathtmue Grace, clas,be is in atrouble- |
fome céndurion:all chexday afier, if he find not che |
ower of Godlinefs in ic; ftucha one hath no quiet
i hisSpirit althe day after, Why ? becaufe chere
hachriot been the power of Godlinefs in his y \-
|and thereforeheis roubledallche day long. Buc
now, let fuch a one.come to Prayer to purpole in
the morning, and ftir up the lifeand powzr of God-
linefs in Prayer, worthippingGod asaGod, Oh!
the eafe and quiet chat fuch a one hath all che day,
he cangoonin his work, and can fingar his .work :
So chat the eafe of a Graciou$ heart, comes from
the power of Godlinefs in a Duty, and from the
{piritualnefs thac is in aDurty : but che eafe of a car*
- |nall heart comes from the formality of a Dury, as
‘| becauferhe Dury is formall, and he chinks chac it -
isthe Y oke of Chrift and this is pretry wel, it is ea- |
ficindeed, to have no other Y oke than this, to:
worfhip God in a8 fewwords, and not to have the
power of Godlinefs inthe Duty. And fo we mighe |
inftance in the hearing of the word, you.eome ro
theword barely, you rife out of your bed, and:
come and fic here an hour, that is éific enough,.'
but now if you come to the word wirh preparation,
and think now I.am going into the prefence of God,
to hear what God hath to fay to-my Soul this mor-
ning, Oh,my Soul, whatis it thatisin thee amifs?
What sitchac chouwouldeft fain have the word
come clofe unto, to help thee againft ! What is che ;
{peciall corruption thou wouldeft have the wordto
mortifiein thee ? 1f now you fet your felves before
ch come to the word, to examin your heares,
Jand when you ave there, to attend roche word as
that which isyouir life, upon which 'your eternall

efdare
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eftate depends, and fo ro fanctifie the name of God
in his Word, and notto dareto caft off any truch,
‘knowing that your Soul may lie upoa that very
truthy andtodrink in the word of God in every
thing that is revealed according to Gods mind, this
'willbe a very hard thing, you will complain’of
'almoft aninrolerable Burden. But now.a gracious
heart finds more -eafe, when it San&ifies God-in
‘che power of Godlinels i1 hearing the word, thanin
aformall Duty. Alas! whenfucha one comes in
aformall way, and Eoe,s away and gets nothing,
‘fucha one is troubled ac fuch a Sermon, it hrings
more Burden and grief ro fuch a heart, to come to
the word and nct find profic by chejword, than any
ather thing can do, almo{t'notzin can be more dit-
ficulc chan this.  You find no difference, you come
i} to the word and you get nothing, and yougoaway
i with as much comfort as at other times, it is as eafie
toyou; but now a Gracious heart cannot find eafe
except he finds Chrittin che Dury, but you can find
‘eafe in holy. Duties though you never find Jefusi -
Chrift in holy Duties 5 1appeal toyou, if this thing
God would be pleafed to fectle upon the hearts of
Men and Women, it might be a very great fercle-
ment to their hearts, you perform holy Duties, |
‘What is theeafe in holy Duties? meerly che per-
formance of the Duty, but now'if your.eafe were|
that which isthe eale of-a crue Gracious hearr, it
comés from the meeting with Jefus Chrift inholy
Duties. L -
Atid fo for the Sabbotk; how eafie isic to keep
che Sabboth, todoas the moft, ic is-eafie,  Why?
Becaufe you do not now work in your calling as o-
ther daiés youdo,and you put onyour beft Cloaths, |
and come and meet with your Neighbors, and fo.
you come to Church and home again, and have
iired fare at volt: Tables chan other daies, and |
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,ﬁiﬂzrences betwsen the eafe of a

_ | of Bread and a cup of Wine, but he knows not what

~ |that makes amends, though there be no pr

fomrimes walk up and down the Fields, chis is e

Jie : Buc now ctheSaints finfthe eafe of the Mbiochi
ito be this; that,whereas yupon the week day I am!
butied abouc other things, and fo have noc that im-|
mediate Comhunion with Jefus Chrift as at other,
times, .now yipon che Sabboch my Soul comes ro ea-{

- }joy more immediate comn union with Jefus Chrift,

\when 1 awake [ am put upon jt mose tomind fpiri-|
tuall chings, £0 prepare iy heart fog him, And
aow this who} day is dedicated fer my eonverde
wich Jetus Chrift, andit is nomore to mie buc the,
very Typeand forerunner of that eternall Sabborh|
that I hopetoenjoyin the higheft Heavens ,heréaf-!
ter,and fo it is-eafie to'me. Naw mechinks,whatever,
trouble 1 have in the-week time in my bulinefsin my!

fcalling, the Sabbath day that refrefhech me again'

aud makes me ficfor niy calling, and my hearc chac’
was fo perplexed with outward crofles, and with'
the troubles of the world, that did fo dead and dul!
my Spirit, the Sabboth quickens me again and|
adds new ftrengthagain, for I have found Chrift
refrefhing my Soul? 'Now is there not a wide dif-
ference becween the eafe of a carnall heart anda
Gracious heart in hely Duties ? The one meerly mi-
ftakes the Y.oke of Chirift. .

And fo for the Sacrament, It isan eafie thing for
'aman to comein his beft Cloaths, andtake a piece

is che power of Godlinefs in fucha holy Duty, he
thinks chaccthe outward coming to the Sacrament
makesamends for all,, though he hath been a wick-
ed carnall wretch the week before, now if he comes
tothe Sacrament, the niéer performing the Dury,

on .before, no fpiritualnefs in the. Sacrament, no
difcerning of the Body of Jefus Chrift, and che My-
fteries of Jefus Clrift, no clofing of his heart wich 1
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| Jefus Chrift in the Sacfament, no engaging his Soul
to God, -no renewing his Covenant wirﬁ God as ,
heicontes vo tedeive theé Sedl &f “Gods, Covénane
wich him, no fuch things. Buthow a Gracious hear | |
cannot find eafein talfi_ng the Sacrament, excepe | -
it find Chrift, theeafe it hach in che Sacrament, it
is in.preparing theSoul for communion; wich Jefus
Chrift, it isin the exercife of Faith and repencance,
cheapore Faith 1s exercifed, apd the more Repen-
tance exercifed, the more the heart is' proken i
the Sacrament, the more eafea man hath, -and the
' more he gets his heart engaged to (God in the Sacra-| ;
msm,;an§ the more he hath rengwedthis Goveppmd |
ohe more eafs he hach, |, when aman cango to ciff| |
Sacrapentapd doghis, O frisie agpad day g
Andindeed shis 1-am, fpeaking npen, isasgreatg,
poinc of Religion forthy helping of you te know)
gxqframe & diﬁ%{oﬁsi.onpfmombm@s&hw q
and besween God and {mv,:s?uls,mm thingd |
kxm.\tvs Wha, ic is in holy, Dugigs thateingsinudfly |
yafc toygur Souls, whether it pg rhe bare. exteranld)
performance of them, or she fpifiuall pesforance):
of them, “is the power of Gaedlinefs §n phent 3 ‘than| -
haly: Iyt ies fariche macsar of thers roanoe  eishie |
oL heass, excapr y ourking gyion dhessel fandified |
y-them,. and Gdsname fandlified in chem;chac
is the fecond note of difference,. hegpveen. thecafe
a carnall heart finds in the, waies pf God, ‘and the
cafea giacions heassingdn, o G5y (- . 1 vk
oo coil iy goed hap s o vlnd 6 rag e
<o wibovvber gl vooa b Lo 9der 0 _
S gt S ne e ST b i
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We between tbe eaje of s

| 4@&4@2&4- t ma,é

4
'} of them makes for their fins, makes chem the more

CH AP CXXXVI!.

Cmmmtbatb:rd and fourth ‘Dtﬁemwe between ;

. ‘tbeeafeofa'ﬂ wcrite, and trae Mn'
--thewaies of Go For, 1. 'They are eafie even |

;=5 ito-the Cmptam of ¢‘Hypocrm. 3. He eales
uptbcwaw%ycmdy

Tmnuy Another Differénceis chis = The cale
axarnall heatt finds; it may not only Sand|

Ch e e e ate— b

, mm«fcm&mhsl’m of fin'to the Flefh, bur|

sheerutke bs, evenshe Dyries of Religion are eafee

pwcheic couuptmas to their very corruptions, not

aaly m 1 -their corrgpt waies, bnt are’
W %evy coruption it (c'g”, tarthes very fm-
bﬁm«oﬂhﬁz hea:‘w, this is & very ovill
‘tor to perform holy Duties fo, as u‘
beuﬁm&hﬂtq flefh; vo the flethly pare, Indeed,
the ¥ oke of Chrifk is eafic unto theSainrs, bar icis |
not ealic waroche Beth, Imeadto'éht rr;?tprt,’
kisnoc eafioto-that, 1bm che waieyof Rehgionco:
carnall hearcs i codmt very cocruption, to
ehncot pa S |
. Foxy Fi 'l’bm,- :sagreemenz enough betweea |
Du l‘z’l_begoperfm-m anll: sheivr-fecver -fing,
ly Duties and keep their fans bot
:ogether, and tlns Bow they find very cafic. These
is noching in holy Duties thac is againft their fm,’

] g:, there is fomchingin holy Duttes thar makes

wx:iﬂw, Idonot fay holy Duties ia cheisr own:
tnakes for their #1ns, boc their performing; |

quiec in their fins. As thus, It makes more Fox .

L thex |
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theirfms, ‘andchéyhave mare quict in them. ups
ontwo Redfoos. © . 0 - T f
. As ficft by this means fometimes their cormption:
. andfin ishidden, a: . ycuthat have many £ex“.vaut,s§

| that are naught and vile, they will be very forwasd'
in good things, and go co Strimens, and Prayer and
the like, thac they might hide nuch of their-fin,
thar cthey might soc be iufpedied to be fuch and
fuch, cherefore chey perform Duties. of Religions |
\andnow chefe Duries muft needs be, very ealie so
[the.m; And foitis wi’:h‘rdanggyponices' that, go

beyond civill men, and the Duries of Religion'thac

,thus they perform, are more than civill aien.do,
they will noc only come to Chusch, butfeem to be
Eaﬂ‘e&ed, not-only be excercifed in the ordinacy
' Duties, but in extraordinary, Fafting and Frayer,
‘notonly come tohear the word, but repeat it in
,their Families afcerwards, not only pray here, buc
'pray in cheir. Families, and Clofets, yet fo, as to[
cover their corruption,ro cover their very filchinefs,
now thefe Ducies ave very eafie. b

Or Secondly, which isa amore clofe way, Be-
caufe it fatisfies their Confciences, their Confcien-
'ces would not be ac quiet exctzt.zhey did fomthing,
& Marand Woman that walks in a carnall way,
chachatha vileSpiric; a fenfuall fpiric in his con-
ftant wmn(thmfe,h iffucha one Ihmmoc ::2
fome. ‘thing, having fome enli g o
‘mind, l%is Confciegce being%ontwhac Muﬂ
ftirxed, he could not/beat quiet if he :did nocmow
and then pray, -and now and chem come toheac: the
word, and defire Sactameénts, his Coufcience
would fly in his face, and would not be: ac quict,
now having many fecret cocrurcions chat he: is loth
copart wich; heis.cbntenc to do: fomching, tocake
i‘ Book;and read a Ghapeer; . and.go :into his Glo-/

fet, 4
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the word, but cometo hear the word all the Lords
day, come twice,and thrice to hear the wosd, now
all chefe things are very' good, .and they are t6 be
encouraged inchem ybus now'examinl befeech you,
whether all the good and comfort.that you find is
not only this, that by thefe chings your Confcien-
{ces are quicted, and {0 you go on more eafie in fome
finfull way,. becaufe of chis, you can wich the more
eafe let out your heart unto the world, you can
with'more. eafe take. liberty to fonw haunc of
evilthat youare confcjous of, fome fe:ret fin, yoy
can take the more liberty, becaufe you have beep
exercifed in holy Ducies ac another time. 1 befeech
you examin your heare in this,” there is a grear deal
-of fecret.corrupcion in this,& it is not YeIy rare, not
an extraordinary thing thacI'am fpeaking of, bu!
1 fearic 1s an ordinary thing that lam {peakang of,
‘that nrany people take the nore liberty in fome fe-
.creg hahatof evil, becauferhey have been exerdfed
in holy Ducies at other times, they have been ar fa.
fting and prayer and perhaps their hearts have been
fkirved in Fafting & Prayer, but now what ufe make
they of this 2.ic1s that they may be more fluggiih
-avother times,, thisis;a aufed cafe, an eafe chae
Jmay ftand novonly with your corcupriobs, but an
exfe toyouc coctupuions,: make pou to-gon in-the
~ay-of fin more.quiatly, What ahorrid fim is chig?
¥or:g Man& Woman o makemno.other ufe of che Oc-
‘dingnces of Jefus Chrift thanchis, to chis end, thar
“hemay b dn moto'ﬁq'.etly_ ih the waies of fip, .nofw
thisis ahabharring thing toa gracious hearr, a gra- |
wotous heait finds egfe o the-way of Duty, bucacis,
-more calie, becaufeic ftrikes at their corruptioss,
and mortifies: their eorruprians, Oh! bleffed be'

Godforhis: Qrdinances,. for before [ came. 19 be,
regm&ife«b.in «hdmy apd hadpowee avtd life in. she:

p . - s afe:

_ret, and pray in his Family, and will not negle&}

‘F.-v.ww PERPIPE
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! ufe of them, T had eafe in my fin, buc| fifice the time
'I fet my felf tofollow God indeed in his Ordinan-
s,and have had communion with God in his Ord:-
2’ ances, tharik'God I can have no eafein my fii Shat
| thoug N my cortuptions fometiles ovérfome. me,
yet by the pérformance of holy" Duties 1 find it
‘n*akes my_ corruptions ‘mereé bm‘dcm;g)mé t9 méy)
' and God tHatkniowsmy heart khoWws chis, it 75 my .
defice that I mdy never ﬁnd afe in any Bnfall way,
and | loveat] thewaies 6f Gt beccpr, becanfe they
wilbnot-Tetmk beat quieclji'che’ Wagds o’f(‘ﬁ Aid
this is'the reaforf that you at conié tott "hc word
of - God, many times, you hear .many things
that you like well,and you love rhem €l, .bug be-
caufe they drfquiet yout corruptidns, 3 g bu can-
not hade fuibt ivyour finfull’ ay ”t’here ozg youfic
at homé, and yon'wil 1fot ‘ coite ro ‘Bear cHe Word.
Oh, many nieh, they wonld'love Sermons, and love
to hear fuch a mian, but only for this one thmg,that
the wrhwz let - them be 4 3\1‘1 ¢t, they canngt go
ety infomé finff] I thc& tfxex hcarts
hhnldenfcbt‘a andehertfor ech e'Strmicns thag do
nbt difquiet thieriu this kind, Oh, they love chem:
exceedingly, ic " tmrlhavebb ferved ;' your fhall
hive many Wenie; | ignorapc Pebple’ and oth “r?a
when they’ comei‘o hedt-a Sermb‘tx th‘a% hath a
dealof Latinjand quaint Expte fibhs init, On, 1
they eoniniénd chis, dnid what 3 ¢ cellenc Scrmon
was this ¥ ‘and what an “excellenc 'M:m Wis th:s? .
It.may ' be faid: ef‘rthbft Sermons, E?

faidadthalﬂifs, e My &oth not b:
forelybulevé 4o’ VHRAY O et ve [

| eommoti/Prajiés, atas it did ubcft;n chéy ouch
| come; and fland; and Reat-a mian réad i ofd Bo

' & while;; tias dfd noE bﬁe' Pl‘a '
'couiés fram el ib at‘é é.dx }n
beaﬂdsa chidtis ehebeidott ?iﬁ dt qz
gbuy\dlmotfl&véwlr A'na S i:égar t e

........‘l
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word, let the word come to fearchthe heare, and
cbmen:cer;, fo'divide between the umarrow and e,
borie, to coméi;i%o,céaf..ew afthe hearty of men |
and womeén then for the foul,coJovs the word fo
much rlie miore, and cofay Oh [ this isthe word ¢
God chat'gives eafe ro my foul, 1fnd more eafeby
fuch € miniftry then | find by any minifiry, rhis 5
the eafe'of #J}&‘s?wg heare: by cortupe bhears ;
willhavé éafe anly in thac way thas is ;moft fubfere |
vant €0'his own Jufts Thac is the chird difference, ,?
_ Foutthly, Aﬁdtljé{_d:ﬂ’e:dncq.i_g. this, The eafe |
that a cotrupt hearc Hachin the waies of God, icix
thaceafethathe Rath in taking up the waies of God
but by holinefs, icisin pa ial .obedience, it is bur
- lin pJ; of the'yake of Chyift, it isnot in.alche yoke
of Chtift he can také up fome party fomue pieces of
the yoke of Chrift buc if you cometo wrge him co
rake up 4 the ways of God chen he crys our, wharl |
muft we make Confcience of all onr-choughts, of al
ouc words, andall our attions.? muft we anfwer
" |for every altion before the judgmens feat-of Chuifh?
Of | chis he coynts to be hard & greivous te him;he
could be content with fomthing, b Lo take wp the”
ful yoke, andall theyoke of Jefus Chrift, chat he
thinks an ititollerable burden ; thar he mufk have che
|feriprure, ‘the word of Gad to be the rwle- of al) his
ac&ions,” thac isfomwhat bard': But pow a gcucious
hearc finds ché greaceft eafe when he comes up uare
allGod!:com?ands',_ It is true, indeed faich he, 1
cannot come to'thar 1p(iu-h asto gbey chem perfed]
burc ?c'c_t‘my'hca‘ttis. ofar brought-offas to fub;
my felf to all the commands of God if at fomeimes
lic yields to fome, and chea atocher times uneo o-
| thers, thac brings more wouble to- his fpiric, bur
now when he'can fiud h@ﬁi‘cﬁ@ {nbmicting to allehe
precepts of God, then he finds moft seft, all the
wies of wildpm are pleafaar.A Child of God, finile-
s I . nat
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mmtblpg in the wues.pf God that is not cafy,dm‘l !
chismeEs i comes maqupwc:fal obedience im evé-|;
ry.chiag, the mote eafe it hath wheo. indedd i¢ doth|
hut be to make {onie entergnge upon Gods waies,’
‘and tales up fome duties and not all, “then i¢ finds
lcmubh:, buc when it comes to :akc u atl, and |
comes £9: yeild umvcpfal obedience, thenit finds
ufc. prcxammy,omhgucs in this Xou find
may be fome gafein che waies of religion, tuc it
is: but pargial gbedien-e, you -take thxs, hﬁdleﬁd
thac, obfervethis, 3 partial abedience, isan eafy
| chedience to.3 cacna 1 heagt, but an | upiverfal obea
dienceis she:met eafy, obediénce 50 any, Gﬁ“lﬂ“’ |

heanss:. ‘.' ¥ 1Y ',:f’l,i AT 1“ ST oyt e
ool w4
| uamm&unu e »ﬁ#u |
in Ll CHAR CRRXUE
Yoo J 9 p‘i TN J 11558 RY ") '
nﬁontanwlb&# rmo'}e tb méf ‘Painm
P Mihﬂf'@m
' uetm bawill, 6 ‘He mt%e
if" ¥ ?;fgzmzﬁvw ‘H Iari? 1:":‘ e
’ (N} Ut 0
-5 ‘b" ey “bim buth i’ the

"m 534,;3 amof the world. 1.
ﬂmq;‘gfcm mm getformma*o durm ﬁhl

k&mﬁ‘vmg&h it
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” Apobes i thi A,cqngﬁr Heart ﬁ‘ntl% eafa_s
.  ads tho b3y o aky;gwp dng Hying Bt

cth&duty, i inepby: bﬁ%“fﬂ ) take it up
Jay icdown wheh he $ilk, ifa, beaft have & yoke
et he can. thifs: r,hc 591} ar-when, he wilic is fafy,
Nbsnhg?*\mg his heag, when, hchxlli;‘ ﬁ?’ )
euhighs thas 15 3 s
lerathe heafd. fo‘:?l‘sw e’alpil!eaﬂs, gbtw
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' Gad are eafy tothem, why ? becaufe fomtirues they
‘can take yp'ducies, and{omtimes lay them down,
when they afein a good mood, then they can take
|up ducie '?;'iiiahrtadi aird pray}-and che bke- if: any
thing veX and troubl®them. thén chey can lay them
down 3gaij’; and fomtimes when chey 1ift they cam
come and hsiace Sermbns, and ‘when they lift they
cjngo intg had company, %‘;) into the Tavern, and
$cnke. ;. bucnow agraciodd hearéfinds the grearest
cafe yheplt can be Tohftunt in the waies of God,
when {'¢dn bring'ly heart to-this; that théte is an
cvenuifs and ptoportion_betiveen whdtl doacone
e né,and what 1 do atanother time, there'is the gr.
te%éife"co‘é‘ér‘dtioﬂs heart; and-indedd, --there can
be no true comfort in any holy. duty where the
heart is not conftant, the conftancy and the even-
nefs'of fpicit, andche proportioichac chere is be-
1tween one thing and another, ‘is chat that makes the
| waies of God edfy unto the Saints.- As in goingin
*1any yay, os.common path,if a man have one ledg
|Jpng and aniocher YHort, o if the “way:be uneven,
|fomtimes plain, fortimes rugged, fomtimes down
- '.hiu;'md {omcimes wphil, ‘thac is"hard ‘t6a manin
|nis’ walking 5 and fo it ¢ with the wosk of a
Chriitiap, thar that makes i diffictle is this, O, I
cannge find my hedtt id ciitint (évennefs, were
my heart {o, then I'fonld find¢afe; bue thac which
makes it moft " difficult;itis - the unevenaefs of my
. Yheart, on the contrary, pg; nmow a éa;nfaln hearc to
* |shis,;ro-a conftancy in any ducy or work for God, O!
;iw?it}liqny qﬂ?f of ‘Y,l@?}"?;f s }liyﬁ?édf- ‘waiés, . pechaps
e wil be' coptenc to P’ “while i Rolly ducies, oo
[.hq;r a fhort Sérinon, ‘and”’ 'o‘j.wia'y avain, bur to
l R fgeﬂztl}g wholSabboth; tifacis weariiom to=him;

Nay; perhaps ke ¢cuild by copitént’td keep-one Sab-
hoth, & "f:gq;lféfegi ;gﬁoe 4ftéf Sableoch, that is

L‘i’i" deafonirohjm, and’ et ps ‘he ‘.t;!ohld' be:con-

-
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tent to pray one morning in Ris faily, but to prayevery
morning, and every night, 'and to go on from morn~
ing to morning, and from day today, and fiom week
to week, and from yeare to yeare, Oh ! this is weari-
fom, truly, we haveno seafon to grudge God any fer-
vice all our daies, but chus it is wich a‘carnal heare.

‘Sixtly, Theeafe that a'carnal heart hath, icisin his
remifloefs induty, inthe remiffaefs of his fpirit, in his
moderation that he pleads for, therelyes his eafe, bat
for the other, the extenfion of daty, thathe: pleads
aot for; you fhal have a carnal heart plead for holy du-}.
ties, bnt with moderation, we muft be moderate, and
if we do fomthing that God gequires, thoughwe be not
fo hotand fiery asothers, 1 hope it is wel enongh,doth
not vertue confift in the middle way ? AsI like not the
profancoefs of fomemen, thatareSwearers,and dcun-
kards, whotemongers on the one fide, fo I do not like
your precife men onthe other fide, fo that his eafe Iyes
in the remiffoefs, in the lukewarmnefs of his fpirit in|
holy duties. But now the eafe of agracious heartlyesin |.
the exa&nefs of his fpirit, to cometo the very top of ho-
ly duties. Itiswithagracious heart, as itis with ma-
ny fowls, you fhall have many fowls that fly, when
they are low, they flutter,and itisa trouble to them to
Eezon high, but whenthey are aloft, then it is no trou-

leto them ; foitis witha gracious heare, to get up his
heart,is fome trouble to him,but now when he hath got
up his heart, then he isin his element, therehe can fly
fwiftly,when he hath got upinto the higheft ‘region,
there be gets the moft eafe, Itis quite otherwife with a
carnal beart,when be pleads for moderation,this vertue
of modération thache pleads foryitis ‘nota middleof
participation,the middle in which virtu confifts 5 it is mot k
amiddle thac doth participate of a degree of both the ;
conrraries, but a denying of the extreams of both, as the |
|erue virtue of liberalicy confli]ﬁs not between prodigallityak

— S ane
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and covetoufnefs, but denies che extreams, of borb,
it will have nothing to do with either of both the
etreames, but thiat which a carnal heart cals for in mode-
ration, is the'tnixture of both extreames together, and
fo makes upa religion of the mixsture, asthus, théreis
open profanenefs, that is one kind of extream, and there
is deadnefs of (pirit the other way, that thatis oppofite
unto the open profanenefs in wickednefs of many people
that of drunkennhfs, 2a0d uncleaanefs and the like they
will none of this, And then there is the Strictnefs of
powerand life inthe wiies of God inthe octher way;
thatchatis in their heares is a deadnefs of fpirit, thereis
amixtore, there.is fome profanenefs of begre, though
they would have fomwhatof religion too,of that which
is the hypocrify not the power of religion there is hipo-
crify and profanenefs,thofe are the too extteams, he will
not be & profane man in the groffaefs of it, nor will be be-
f¢i in the waies of God in the exactnefs of them, bunt
mixthem both, hewill notbe only profane, and odly
have & thew inreligion, but be will retain fome prefane-
nefs of heart;ehat is,though he wil not be drunk & pro-
phane,yet he wil retain an inward prophanenefs of beare.
thatis,when he comes to perform hely duties,be counts
|them but as common things,the blood of Jefus Chrift he
couyts it-ass common thing and fo be hath 2 profineness
of heart when he comes to perform holy dutjes, and yet
-|bewill got be profane neither, and fo he will have a
|mixiure of both, and this makes up a.cinl man, and
ryet thecifil man will cry out for both he chinks he is noe
_{an hipocrite, and be thinks he is not profane,buthe is a!

middleman, a mixture of a profane petfon and s Rri&:
perfon, he s between both.  But now 3 gracious dvears|
equally oppofech profanenefls and hipocrify, fo thar vhe:
 right moderation, is fuch a moderation asis4 middle|
between two evills and partakes of none, the esgeof
a carna beart lyes in his moderation of holy duties, sed |
I S i therefoec '

{
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therefare chofe duties thac would lifc up the hear
high, thofe are troublefom unto him. As now,
you fhal find in fome beafts, a hoife chac isa jade

andcyred, wilgo pretry well in{2me {fmoth way;| -

bug if he come to the leaft rifing of a hill, Oh, how
hard is it for fuch a beaft co draw ? and how ready

is he to ftand ftill ? perhapps, when the way is|-
dowa hill he will draw, bur at no rifing er up-hil,|'

now it is otherwife with a horfe of mertle, you fhal
find no difference becween one way & anetlier, nay,
he will go better up-hill then down hill: Soitis
with Carnal hearts perhaps in fome kind. of things
that may be fuitable to. them, ‘and are fmoth they
may.go apace, buc in that that raifeth his fpirit,chat
thatisuphill, Of, thacis difficulr, bucnow a God-
ly heare, is lively, and f{piritual, and joyful, and
h}x'xds moft quiec and eafe when he rifech higheft.

Se;zenthly, A cam_di hearc, the eafe that it hath
in Gods waies, irisallalike afwel one time as at

anocher time, itisnot fo wich cte Saints, they have |

eafe, butthey donot find it all alike when indeed:
they can be conftancin Gods waies, then chey find
conftant eafe, bur becaufe fometimes they lg:g cor-
ruption prevail then indeed che waies of God are di-
fhiculc, more difficulc chen at o:hert'mes, when they
find a tempeacion that overcomes their hearts, they:
find a-great deal of difficulty before chey can- get it
aff,, bus thiswill difcover many med to be naughr,
whan;you find your corguptions prevail, ‘you can
bav,e{-gsnu\ch;c_afi as g ocher rimes, As fuppofe you
haye baonth¥ aft yeek drtink, “of, hdvgheeh com-
myigging uncleanefs, .or bavebeep.in; Col ieqy, and
L,0Cds:

k&?wm@mq. arEameRe Ofi the, day,
aurd ioype wishshe Minifter when at praysr.you can
coueapd.pus onygur funday clothes (' asyou'cal

‘ham Y\ and i arrha ward and ir ic2e eafvravan
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asany otherrhing, furely, now thy heart is bur car-.
nal, wertthou fprritual) 1fthy heart were confci-
ous of fome fin ‘tommitced the week before when
chou wcxftincompan{, Oh! when thou comeft to
-} che woid, thou wouldéft find the word asa dagger -
ftuck cothy foul, thou wouldeft find the pretence |
of God terrible te thee, in prayer, and inthe word
and Sacrament.: buc canft chou give way to thy fin |
“|in che week time, and God knows that thou hafenot
been humbled before the Lords day, and yet canft
cthou comeand joyn in prayer, and the word, and
Sacramencwich eafe, ‘this is afigrr of a carnal hear, }
chat thou art ' not, acquainted wiﬁx God or- any of |
his waies : buvitis otherwife'wich a-gracious hearr, l
he hach eafe,che prefence of God is comfortable unto |
him fo long as he can keep his reckoning even be-
tween God and his Soul, but if he fhould give way '
to fin, and draw cthe iower of ‘the devil upon him !
whep he comes into the prefence of God he finds che
prefence of God terrible unco him.

Eigchly, Another Difference between the eafe ',
of a carnal heare, anda gracious, hearc is this: In .
~ Itheeffett of it chere are othermanner of effe&s that |

- |are produced by the edfe'0f 2 Gracious heart, chan.|
of any carnall heart : Asthus, A carnall heare, the
more eafe he hath, che more fluguifh he is; and the |
more barren heis ;. but a gracious Heart, the moze:
reafe it hathin' Gods wdies, ‘the more Fraitful} it is.
- [ As-we {ay of Statesahd Kirigdomes, that peace in.
Staces ‘and KingdOmes' brings: plenty; ‘and fo i
{doth, webave had experience of it, fo peace in
thie'Conftience of ond thar is Gfdciowd! makes bim
plencifullinallgood works, a-heart thac is cruly
|Godly, i neverfofrhitfhllin the waiesof God; as

when he hith the mof¥ eafe and reftift Golls ‘Wwajsy;
bur now take a carnall heart, if his Confeience e
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troubleds Oh, thea he will fet upon holy Duties, !

‘but if-he be ateafe and quiet, he grows more barren,
-and more fluggifh, by how much the ‘more eafe:
he hath. :Fdo not know any one thing, to help you!
better to examin your own hearts in a great cafe of,
Confcience thanthis: How do 1 know when I have/
jpeace and quiet, whecher it comes from prefumpei-
on,or from true Faith ? I blefs God, I havg hope of
Gods mercy, and fo I have quiet in my Confcience,
well, butnow here is che cafe of Conf{cience, whe-
cher is this quiet that 1 have in my Confcience from
the hopelhave of Gods mercy, from prefumption
in me, or fromtrue Faith? It concerns every one
to get this cafe of Confcience anfwered. Now I
know no greater help for the anfwering this cafe of
Confcience, than this one thing that I have {fpoken
of. Haftrthouquierand eafe? and haft thou hope
of Gods mercy ? and doth thac bring thee quier ? ific
be but prefumprion, it makes thee fecure, it makes
thee barren, and fluggith : but onthe other fide, if
chou haft eafe and quiet in thy Spixit, andchau fin-
deft, that the more that eafe and quiet encreafeth,

makes theethe more a&tive and fRirring in all geod
works, thisisafign chat it comes from Faich; as

‘a&ivenefsin it the more eafe ic hath, now as his
-activenefs in goodnefs caufeth eafinefs in his-hears,

goodsefs, thereis a mutuallpefsin thefe two,-and

| examinchemfelves by, perhaps every oae cannot
- } get up tothac a&ivenefs of hearr, but now hach it

P fruicfuld efoze ¥ This iache cafe-of a.gracions
. ﬁal ;iﬁkdothio. - " Voo
R A B

the more fruitfull thou art in all good works, it|
you heard before, a geacious heart hach the more|

fo the eafinefs in his hearc. caufech altivenefs in|

indeed chis latrer is the more, facile for. people to| -

is ovrmu;;v on your hearts, that you are more| .
than t

O o Ninshly,) |
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y Ninthly, Andthencheeafe chat a carnall bearx
hath in the waies of God is from hence, becaufe he
Phath buc only one principle in his heart, when hd
is in the waies of God, and when heis in the waics]
«fthe world, he isafted but by the fame principle
in both, there is not a contrary principle in hig
heart, gne that carries him one way, and another]
”chat carries him another way : buc the cafe of a
gracious heart, is this, that hé finds a fironger prin-
ciple,chat overcomesa contrary princple of cor-
{ruption in him, therelieshis eafe, a carnall hearc
goes onand pérformes Duties, and hath not divers
{principlesin his heart to cary him this way orchac
‘|way,but hath-only one principle,a carnal princip
'|that'carries him on to ferve his own ends, fand fom-
_(times he ¢anferve his ends in one thing,& fomumes
“)in another thing, but one thatis Godly finds eafe!
“|from hence, fronithe power of Gods Grace that
- ‘| doth overcome his corruption, 1'find a ftirring in
" {my heare, buc Lthank God I caniget the vi€ory, the
cafe of a Godly hearc comes from the viGory that
it gets, buc it isnot fo with a earnall heart, your
civill men do-not find eafe from their vittory, be-
caufe what fth’ezdbis not {uirable to them, tur a
- 1Godly mian finds

s that thereisa principle of Grace
that oppbfeth the principle of luft and cocruption,
and cherefore can {ay finceIfec my heart towards
Godand his waieé, Lhave found mare:gorruprion
' |thaitbefore ftirring; but I-thank God { have got,
" lvickory over thiem, I find'a conquelt gotten over
[ché ¢orrtiption ehatis frirringin ny Soul, -and chat
'lismy eafe, another- man, he finds.no corrupcion
_ jfbirring in his heart, and therefore noumarvell if he
‘find eafe, but now a- Godly man finds a .

principle to that which is good Rirrihg in: his beare,
and then finds Gods Grace coming in uponhis hert!
to help him agaiaft chac corruption, asd this bripgd
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Tenthly, And then the laft is this, Thac the
eafe the one hath comes from chis, that all that he
doth he preformes in his own ftrength, and he doth
not fee any need ofany farcher ftrength chaw thac
which he hath in him{elelf, to enable him to per-
formi Dutiés, and fo he finds eafe: As a man tnds
his Trade’ to be eafie if he trades wirh his own
ftock, and hach nothing buc his own ftock to trade.
with, aud tradesin no higher things then what him-
{elf canreach unto,whereds another man, that muft.
have tﬁcﬁ_ockspfmh’er men to trade with, finds
a great’ deal more trouble thac fees his rrade re-
quires more ftock chan his own. ltisfowitha Gra-
cious heart,he fetsypon duty fo,as needs he finds he
more ftockthan'his own,his.crade is beyond his own
ftrength ; bur now a Godly heart ‘'when he comes
to want ftfength, he ferchech ftrengeh from. Chrift,
he fetcheth firength from the Covenant of Grace he |
fetcheth ftrength from che Promife, and when he | -
hathgor ftrengeh from Chrift, from the Covenant
of Grace, fromthe Promife Oh, now he finds reft:
and eafe in hisDuty, and you fhall {ee the reafon
of it in the next Point, why the Sants finds difficul=-
ties, many times they will think to betrading wicth
-their own ftrength, and their own ftocks, whenas
the things they trade about is beyopd their own
‘ftrengrhy; butnow whenthey can look higher and
fee a fulnefs in Jefus Chrift, inche Mediator. of cthe
' gew Covenant, and of his fulnefs we muft receive.
| Grace for Grace, gnd fercheth firgngeh from thiss,
}©ht then here s quier and eafe, when the Soul
- eomes to trade with another ftock. Obferve- this, |
youwill find it as cegtgin as ¢an be, all.chofe-that.
are meer civill People, thas find it {o ealie to go on,
inthe waigs of God, they were never.fenfible of any.
need-they have of gny more-ftreggth. than cheir:
oy, ‘wheicasthe Yoke of: Chrift.is heavier. than,
Lohas o ns LB In T . . . aﬂ)’)

o

L
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any nacueall firengch is able to bear, and therefore
if you find eefe, inchat you have ftrength of your
own to perform ir, Certainly, it is notche Y oke of
Chrift. But now, when you tind your own ftrengech
too fhort, whes you go to perform any Duty, ard
find a great deal of difficulty, you can goto Chritt,
‘| and to the G ovenant of Grace, and to the Promife,
andchere fetch in ftrength, you have eafeand qui-
ec. Oh, that you were acquainted wich chis My-| |
| ftery of Godlinefs, that when you go out to per-
form Duties, andyou find them difficulc and bard,
thacchen you can go out to Chrift, and che Goeve-
nannt of Grace, and the Promife, and fetch tl'rcn%zh
from them vo perform Duties, cthis is the eafe of a
Godly heart, when it finds eafe in Gods waies af-
ter this manner 3 and all you that are acquainred
wich this Myftery of Godlinefs, know that whatfo-
ever eafe you have found hitherto, it is not che eafe
of a Gracious heart, but rather of a carnal hearr,

ARG RS RS hSebodo 58
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CHAP. CXXXIX. |

Diwers Objettions anfwered. The eafinep of the!
waies of Chrifi ; which is the third particaler
" -mentioned in Cbap. 139. !

. QUEST. :

UT do we not find that Chrift bach faid in li:'

, word, thatthe way to Heavenis difficulc, and
- .| the Gate to Heaven is t?rait" and nacrow 2 and do
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we not find Preachers ordimarily fpeaking fo, that
the way to Heaven is difficult and ftrait ? *accory
ding to whag is in Scriprure, Yea, do we not find
that the People of God chemfelves complain, that
there is.a great-deal of difficuléy in'cthe wales of’
‘Gou? and dozhey not ofcentimes.complain of the.
“hardnefsof them ! Yea, and what chough fome
'things may be eafie, yet fome others are very:hard,

' As, youwill fay.to the Difcipline of Chrift in his |

Church:: s chac cafie t-ds nocthachacd @ and what

willyou {aiy, to-the fufferings that. Chrift requites
. o

of his people, Doth it nut feem very bard ?

! Jlnfw.' Now to clear i'heﬂ'.p.(‘)ix‘l‘t' from all chefe dif- |

~ficuldies, .cither what Chrift faich of the ftraitnefs
of the way.to Heaven, or what the Saiats-of God
d, of what may be faid ‘in regard of the Difci~
pline of Chrift in his Church. or what in regard of
the (uffering that Chrift requires, notwit and'md*
allchefe; yet we hope we fhall make it cleer, chat
yet his yoke is eafie,. and his burden is light, M
further'we ar¢ tofhew how it cogges to be. cafie

l. hto I ) P e
»thﬁc_ﬁrft to clder thie Point from all thefe diffieul-
NI ¢ (L IR ' : : :

N

. Ficfk:, Tht of Chrift. . That. the way to.Hew-

ciowding;: and vaking a geeat doal of pains, . uii
I R P S B D .

1 Ieisceue, Itisfhealr, lt 48 o very. Brale w :n%
{menahac are but newrall, thaciaze noc his. Difet
ples, it muft needsbea fraic in cheir a%pnhcﬁ-
ons, intheetteem of chewnild che way chae Chrift
dacly propound: o comt (o Heaven itahuft peetls |
fty bevesy frraic,and avery dificule way in chee»

venius fRoaivway,a vetyfkrait way, there “‘mi :

Tfkéem of che men of the, worlds and:ehacuponthale

ocounds. .
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| excellencies of the waies of Chrift dorh con

| them, chey are not fuiteble to what there is ia cheir

{ Yea, i is contrary to them, contrary to the fpirirs

1. They da not know whereia the trae [picituall

‘donotunderftand whacthe excellency of Chri
waies are. Do A
2. The chings that ate required are unfuciable o

fpirits, and toputd man upon a work that isno
way fuitableto his fpirit muft needs be diffjculr,
muft needs be cedious, it; is not {uicable to chem

of chofe chat are natural, crofsunto the grain

go quite contrary tocheir own fpirits, when
venture upon doing what is required in the waies of
God.

i

]
+

N

!

s =

| .- 3..They are weak, and have noc the
| deed it mufk needs be difioule, to think o do that

| which is {fupernatural & have moching but a nanxal)
{ ftrengeh, it muft needs behard to narure that hah!

;' efkeem.
5
|

i‘t«h&t fhould carry them on in thewaies of God, m-

nothing but weaknefs, it mult needs be hard o che‘t
men of the world, ‘for they havea grest many pre-

judices againft cie waies'of Chrift, they muft desie |
| themfelves in many things chac are as dear to them- !

: felves as their very Souls,and chéir lives, mdthg |

| have nothing to make up their comfosts, they

thiir comfercs, this muft needs be dificuk
hard, andfo mdny groundsmighc ‘be. flewh,
the way to Heaven is hard to the men of the
wardd, a-hardthin%(f’ot them toenteruponthe way -
oo Heaven, wad {0 it §s- rait o them in. chey

] denife their comforts, and bave nexhing to makeé ‘:s;
chat

| !

‘v iothe very bez of Chrifl, Do nes whdy Finldl
;&Mu'uin'wcu of Gadd. .. .o o
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"~ eafinefifbolinefS anfwered.

JAuf, Now for g

howche waies of ‘are eafie, notwichftanding

whas even thofefhat are the people of God find in'.
them, and notwithfanding eld their complaines,’:
thofe that are Godly, they fay, they find much dif-{

ficulty in the waies of Religion. ‘
: !g;rh‘iﬁ)l' beshe dnﬂicuky thou fyeakdt of, it is

bus in opipiontacherchan seality, x ishcan ima-|

ginacy difliculty, when thou lookef upon aDuty a

gre_at-wayoﬁ' : Oh! cthouthinkeikic is- very-hard,|

ut when thoucomett to it, thou doft not find it fo
bard : Iappeal to chofe that are acquainted with
the waies of;God, Hach it not been fo with you,|
thac things havefeemed to be hird and difficulc a
great way off,but when y ou have comeunto them,8
ventured upon them, you have not found chem fo ?

Icis juft in chis cafe for all the world, like as it was |

wich the women that we read of ix Mar} 16, that

went to the Sepulchre of Chrift, as they were go-|
ingac verfe 3. O! they were very folicicous about |

the Stone that was rouled upon che Sepulchre, Whe
fhall roul away the Stone, but now when they came
to the Sepulchre the Scone was rouled away.  So'ic;
is here when there are many Dutiesto be done, ‘it

may be youcr{ out; Oh, itisvery hard, and how{
etodo fuch athing? fuch a poor}

fhall webeab
weak body as1am, how fhalll be able to do ir?
but when youcome to the Duty you do not- find it-

{o, Ifuppofe thereare many, thacac ficft cheughe |

it a very difficul¢ Daty o keep-a watch over thew
heart, andto pray in cheir Families and Clofets,
and to keep clofeto God,; but when they have come
to the ching, fomtimes when youhavedad ng heary

tggray, when yqu have thoughts to go'xo o, |
a

you have thought it} le forpoy to nidke'

20

wering of that, to lhewa'.

any woukef ity buc when you have cometoit, xhyé&'
L iz ave |




G76 . . UObjettions againfithe [
~ 1have found it before {:u h ne to be a veary {

- |iweet and comforcable. D B have found. a
ftone hardnefs of hearr, and indifpofiion to the
Duty before you have ¢ome to the Dury, buc
‘lwhen you have come to the work, you have} -
found the ftone rouled away, andthe wosk not foy-
hard. Asweread of Peterin Ads 12, 10 When
he was coming out of the Cicy and thofe with him,
When they camé to the Iron Gate it wae open, It may
be if chey had knownthere had beea {uch an Iron
. |Gate mgafs through, .they might have been wou.
bled, Ob, how fhal we get through, but whent
came there,the Iron Gate was open, {o that the difh- ‘
culcy,is before we come ra maketryald, cather chan |
. | when we make tryal. . :

-2.- But yoawill {ay, It is reall, not in opinion;
tucreall. I b&u:it. is fo but acche el;ga&o%, at she
beginning, and it may be che great ificuley is
, butg to get che neck intyo the colgt, toget cthe yoke!
vpon cthe neck, there lies the greatdificuley, whed ‘
once youare in the yoke, then you will find ic eafie, !
|the greateft difficulty many find inthe waies of Re- |
+ligion itis their ficft entrance, becaufe chey have

not been accuftomed to fuch things. You fhalt
have many times fome kinds of Bullocks that come!
into their yoke, there is more ffir:to get eheir necks!
|in, to gettheir yokesupon their necks, thea there!
+1s for chem to bear it afterwards : So chere is witk.|
midny moen andw omen a groat deal of ftir. and a
grear deal of do:to get.their neeks under Chrifts
yoke, to come.under the burden of che yoke of

Chrift, but were they come in,they would not find
i fodifficulr.  Somtimes indeed, the work of God
in converting of a Soul," ¢comes toit fo, asche Snul
finds agleac dealotdifficulcy : The Niniftcy of Foén
by way of prepamadon comes ina tefrible way, to
make{mooth the rough paths, aud-levelthe lofry

L : Qe hily




the eafinefof bolinefRanfwered.- 677
hils;' comesina fisry’ 'way to prepare chem,” many-
times it is very terrible, and they find a greatdeale’
of difficulty; smuch trouble-of confcience, and ter-
rour at firft, Thbuc this is but to get thy neckinto the
fyc)ke, chisis not che difficulty of Chrufts yoke, but
1t is che bringing chee under the yoke of Chrift, ther~
fore let not thofe thar God is beginning to ftir them | .
in awakning their Confciences, be offended becaufe
theyfind difficulty, becaufe they find the- waies of
. 'God terrible to them, and confcience terrible to] -
. them, and:they find the flathes of Hell upon cheir
fpirits, ,be not offended becaufe thou haft more
trouble now then Aycfore, itis but in gesting that
uatuly fpirit of thine uader ‘the yokeof Chrift, if
oncethy fpirit be fubdued to Jefus Chrift, and
‘brought under his yoke, thouwilt not findit fo
-cerrible and it may be the more terrour chou haft
now the more fweetnefs and comfort thouwilt find.
afcerwards. - 7 7 o o

Thirdly, Thou romplaineft of: difficfilty "that-
chou findeft in Gods wares, do not therefore com-
plaine of the yoke of Chrift, it may be it is from.
the di(temﬁgv of thine own heart, not from Chrifts
yoke; ‘we know rhat a lighic yoke to one that hacha
fore neck, feemes to be very grievous, but the faulr,
is not inthe yoke, but in the forenefs of the neck,if:;
the'neck were found, and made whol, the yoke.
would feem light, foit is with many that profefs/|
religion,. and it may be have true grace, they-find:
the yokevery hardto them, and'they complain of-
che yoke, ‘and think that which Chnft requires of:
chemisgtetvous to them, buccruly it iscthe difterm-.

¢r ofthy heart, and the unfoundnefs of thy {pirir|
that makes it fo, if fo be tHy Heart were
but Yéaled, ifthy hearc were buc found, thou woul-
deft not find dny (uab dificulty in any way. of Chrift..
{n 2 Tins: 1.7, There thé {pirit of power, of lovi :

and!'
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i andofa found mind are joyiied together, where

 thereis a found mind  a found fpirit, there will be

| power,, these willbe ftrength, there will be love|
‘and fweecnefs, but where the mifid and the heartis;
“upfound, vami diftempered, there you will find a:
\great deal of difjculty in the yoke of Chrift, fo that!
{{ay, whereyoufind the yoke of Chrift dificulr, !
‘do not comzplain af rhat {o mipgch, asof your own
'heare, and labor to healyour ewn{oul, and thenic.

|is.willnot be fo difficulr, ‘and that is the third an-

fwer [ would giveto the Godly thac yer find difk-

culty inthe waies of religion, it is not becaufe of the

yoke, buc it is becaufe you are not enough under the
yoke, that ische difficulty, # Pour hearts were un-'
| der it more chen it is, it would not be fo dificulc,!
and this expreflion may ferve to enlighten us into’
the fourth anfwer which is chis. -~

Fourthly, the yoke of Chrift may feem to be lmdf
but it is hecaufe of the difordered carriage of thy;
fpiric when thou art under ir, not only from a di-!
ffem‘pered heart, that thy heait hath diftempers,,
and habicual corruptions, but now when thou art,
doing a duty thou doft behave thy felf in a difor-
derly way inthe performance of the ducy, the dif-

duty. ~ Asnow we know itis with fome Ballocke,!
fome crearuies that are unruly, when they are in)
the yoke they keep fucha ftir, and riggle this way'
andthat way, andthey are fo tnquiet when chey/
| are under the yoke,that they roiland crouble them-
Telvesabundantly more then anocher that can carry
the yoke quictly, that goes on quietly wich his yoke |
foit is with many Chiriftians when they are in che
performance of duty, if they cannet-do it as they.
would, they do'fo vex. and frett, and are fo difqui-.
¢ted in their fpirits, and fo tumultuous in their {pi-
: S __Tits.

orderly béhavior of thy heart in the Ferformauce of



eafsne[Saf botinefS anforcred,
rits, andareready to cdft jc off, Confcience will,
keep iton, andthey areready to caftit off, there:
iz fuch a diforderlinefs of fpirit, and fuch sumyleu-
oufaefs of {piric, ‘this makes dusies difiqult, where-
as now, whenthouast in performance of duties if
thon couldeft be under the yoke of Chrift witha
calme, quiet Spirit, and carry itina meek way, Oh!
the {wertnefschac. thou wouldeft fnd chere, how

679

wmany times fhall you have suapy people, that when
they-go to prayer,if they ¢canpot pray as they would-
do,chen they vex,and fter,and ace ready to chink co
pray no more,and why fhould they pray any more?
theyare fo difturbed w1 che duty, chey thigk ic is
beeterto caft ic off, and they' begia to have hard
vhoughts ofthe davy, andfetheir fpirits areallina

ftemperand diforderly working preferdly, and

here is the difficlty. Wherens another, though

1e cannot do whathe woyld, yet he hathan hum-
ble difpofegp SSod,and chinkes I will try anogher
tiine, ‘may-Re God may come in another tme, fill
Tloverheiduty ;che law is, good, the duty is juft and
good,and though shrongh che untowardnefs of my
{piic1.cannatdo it mow, yet 1 hope God will come
atanother tidie, [ wilkdomy duty, and leave it to
God vg comeiin whaa he:pleatesh 5 as yay heard be-
"fore, when theBullogls or;che Hgifes that ,bearzs
 theyeke,, if he goes on/quietly, his yoke is not fo
grievous, tmeif he fliags, this way and thet way,
-and turnescoithis fidenpd chat fide, every way, he
) . - . o e -
vmdkes hisy akegrievous 1odim, and fo it is wit
smady “Ghriltians, .it_is the.diforderly CRELiage4
AT
185t by Thinr complaineft -and, fayaf thisiyoke s
bhesRiuebmtidet chat the .saGing of-the- Jcef oft

'wioiid b éalgreat deabbarder, and thersfors chere
‘ne eopapiain, Gan&IBYMIDR Fational ey

ronatmlain
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| bearing of it therefote the Hebrew. ward chac ﬁg-;

/|the:yoke. -kt is true;: chofechat be carnal,and wic-
[kéd; do not fipd ic fo, - butf thou haft Grace,if thou
[fhouldzft caf¥ off the Baty hecanfe of che- dithiculey |

‘|ducy, <then t6 perform it. As I will inftance to1

.|fhould go and feek God and pray,I bygocher chings
'|are more eafy, and thatis a'hardthing, and chere-
fore you negle it, now do ot you find ic more di-

_[inall che labour of Krayer ? compare one day with

| co reftore tohimthe joy of bis Salvation aqud to beale

- ljoy'and Gladnefr, thas thetBonay that thare baft brohes
A

|} dury'thae Davidperformed braple hishones? e hough

{ complain of ayokeo be hatd, whenas the cafting
| of theyoke off would be a harder thing then the

nifies fin, Aghifies ‘alfo labar and crouble; chereis
'|ntore troubleif thow fhouldeft.cait off the yoke,!
|thouwonldeft ind morediftrefs of fpiric, and more; |
| dfificulty in cafting off the yoke, then ro be under|

‘thou wouldeft Aind it hiore difficulcto bewichout che

your own experiences, you fiznd fomerimes that
your heaics are- Idth to-come off to,_ prayer ina
morhing,. or-f yotrde pray,youdo it fleightly now
donot you find your hearrs off che hooks al the day
long after, have notyou more trouble all th= day
long when your” confciencé tells - you chac y.u

ficult to be with out:prayér ina morning, chen is

another. andfee which is the eafyeft. The yoke
'of Chrift that was upou Dawid, ‘might be fomwhat
‘hardto the flefh -but -the cafting off the yose broke
bis bones, thecefore in Plal. g1 ‘He.cries to God,

{thofe B mes of bir ¢rat were broken, Thatsse Bones,
|thatbon baft bpoken may rejoyce, .thas expreffion rbe
1Prophet buth, Plalm, s1.: verl. .8.:TMateme to

y rejoyce, {o that ic broke the very Bones of Da-
id, the caftingoffthe yoke of Chrift, the ttouble
thac Dawvidfelc in his hearc, ic wis fuch a burden co
him as brok e his' boues, -now when did ever an;
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ic might 2 lutle%‘me his Aefh, andbe a litrle bur-‘
‘denfom to his flefh, yec ic was not thac y’/hxch broke
‘s pones,the cafying affthe yoke o;f/ Chriftisa grea-‘
urden, ahd, moregr@lctnm toa ggafious hcan:t
cﬁakoksepiﬁpm dysbos otbie s 1)3 -

éxxt‘:l Thn ;compla.meﬁ 0 ﬁ 11; in du
ty,, jin € r iEs yol dl,bma :sn t the yoke

15 pthee, tl 1 thce
b?gg}?;@;go r.aga 1y ger a 5, &} tm&ﬁo{i

m iy not Chyriles yoke. chic is ipo

.....

"1, May bexc:sayokerhac thoii ha& taken upéh
chy felf, vethaps fomthing chac ¢hou hafe* put upon
thy, {elf char Chrift neyer 1 quired of Jthe:e, then i

B:gr vous tqthes, i wc wxll ut hat u;)zi

g}e'lvgw tChnItnev’e‘t Teg red, as.Pa 1&5

,pucthar.u pon ¢ m.l’clvgst acChrlﬁ nevcr rd:

\,nred whor u::edth:fc thin sacy our ands’ft
qmen vey;‘hfqmtﬁm Bpen_you the:%

m

'.t:l R be'thoy piicté

upond?c }glfaiduty ,p’e, t a‘ts ho?’fhed&

y, pf};&smme, buq; ¢dn§t fome othér tlmd,
shouw

K g, dury  of: this. time, byt the, dury,

ang ;e,?“t)hgwqx bq: éxoup.lefqm, as many

‘ i ed)t is Way, Whenb(;‘od

dhave them dg uch a {i “canfcié
§

ra ypon another duty, Godcs thiem. goa
t,beg ca\tin:!:wc buc c:mfcsepce puts. chen ﬁpoiyx
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icisia great ficalcrafyer forachiid sodeogivice toal |
fachecthen for asflavara dadenyice co one olfat hachﬂ[ !

hitmrin boddage,cthaciwill bt coutindally lathingy |-
:liegoke of theLaw; ( whichweare:co fpeak of af+}
[emﬁmsmihenﬁ come .vzoitpe;i;;uf thﬁ:elﬁnlafsof :
Chentks yoha) thacsd greiyraus; ind mahy Ghinftians
they do’fthdi[dnucamtz; iMJ&cgaHngf and o
ic is' darhes: Yfer. yole;) ghtnitho spdke of: Jefus
Chyzilt, and fouc comes ‘tabz, dard ;: whertas: when
thoucomeft to underftandwhannhe. yoke of Chrift’
is,,and what the.duties. asachis ase required by. e-g].
fus Chrift,and foito takaithem fsbmohim by cptes]l
nmant ofGrdoe, fordo sheprare sequired, theseis no:f
duacy! inohe Morral Law, bt is requised of y-qu ito|
the Gofpel;and in a fironger. bond then ever it wak
sequired upon:ohe. firfk. Covenanc, but.'in anbtbes;
way, coaungumo wiandnacher . way -inChtift, ang
throughthe hand: of rhemediatour Jafus.. Ghrifb, #ct
it comes o beagreat dealimore eafy;:'and wieh
duties are taken up in,an evangelical way, dmrrb?
are eafy; butfa long asiydurakechem upina legd)
way, chen chey.comne tabe very grievous;that ischa
Sixth: Anfweri TR B IS W L 11‘
Ty e ERECERNY B SNSRI INT LA ST PO
. Seventhly,) Another anfweris this, that difficul~
cy thac you ﬁ;&t u;is:né-:‘thc Y oke. of Chnm
‘you confider, Thatnow ion.is mope Stivred
‘ghcn everit whgbd'osd,.thbmdlyﬁ:iﬁtkesdﬁ -
very of torruptiam8cin tie Sairring of youy ¢arm
tionmore then: béfore; if6 _diat yours Gt
chrough this, by ..medns.of the . yoke of Chuj
cmncs“-mlzef mmdmxhah uk:fo'tmll'w ' a3l As
chus pow es ink, T havé given' you!
this Similicade ) if chere e afew.em beunfiuigc \

. —

is.covededainder theafiies; whileno body medles
lw’uh thofe embers, the agles lye Still, but if.you
: 2 come
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Objettions againft theeafe |

.Jdown : .So i . is: with the'Soul. thac kath (race,

j{neves . were: troybled :with fuch blafphemous

{chet off from:God and :exexnal life chan before, be-
licaufe they.feeimore evil in themfelves,& find more

: land God ftirrech inthee; therefore do not complain
Jiof theword of | Chrift; that it makes thee. worfe,

come to blow up thefe athes, :theathes fly up and |

while corruption lies ftil all is ac'gyiet, buc when |
Grace comes and ftirs.corsuption, thas: makes: a |
uouble, youcome now to fee your fins more, and
to oppofe them more.. '; As when a Phyfician .comes.
to give Phyfick; the firving of the bumor makes the:
Party more fick, fhoudd the Patieac complain.of the 1
Phyfician and fay;this Phyfick makes the more fick,
& I wil takeno more of his Phyfick ? if the Phyfick
did not make thee more figk, it would do thee no
d. And {o when chou comeftto the pratice of
cligion,if Grace'do not ftirthy corruptioris, it wil
not cure thy cormptions,thou comeft cobe fenfible
‘of chy fin more than ever, & thou art ready to think |
chat itis che yoke of Chrift that troubles thee, buc
icis the fight andthe further fenceof chy fin thac
inakes thee chus, and:thouhaft caufeto dlefs God
for chis trouble, therd is mot mote ordi
thanfor Chriftians thavate not wel experienced in.
che waies of God co think thils, that chey are werfe
{shan- ever, they mewer had {uch thoughts; they

thoughts in Prayer, they never found fuch ftirrings
of coiruption 1a their hearts as now cthey have,
|and they chinkthey are.declined, and chey are fux-

Hidring of corruption! thin before, be not difcou- |
tgdby..ehis’; sjistehe ﬁiuing‘,i of rhy - coriuprion
thouygh clie ching init: felfis evill,. yo it is-a good:
, -it is a fign the' ward of God is workingin thee, |

buvir is ameer accidental canfe :of the fhircing of
Fth&' corruption, and it wildb chee goodar the lattex
end.. T A - God

E.i‘zhthlv .
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" Eimghthly : Another Anfwer isthis, The yake of
.Chrift ishard, ;buctojwhac ? It is hardto fleth and
bload;:it:i8_haxd to the uaregeperate parr, i is
hard untorhatchat fhou)ld endure hardnefs, icis fic
that fleth & bood thould endure hardthip, & there s
no catfaro camplain thac it is hard to chem, co fleth
& blood,wo to thee if fo be the waies of God fhould
prove eafietoflethand blood,ic is a fign that it is the
srunyokeof Chsift, becaufeivis hard co fefh and.
blbagt; it is hard: to that we fhould beac down, icis.
hardto thac chat is our enemy, Is there. any caufe
to complain that fuchathing is very difficult, hard
and grievous unto oyr cnemy ? unte one thac we
‘fheuld beat down ? Now it fhould be the care. of a|
Chriftian; to beat down flefh and.blood as long as:
we live, and chereforethatthatis moft hard unto:
flefh and blood, that they fhould rejoyice in, if they
\find it tobefo, Shouldany one complain, if the
|City fhould haveRebelsand Traitors chac fhould|-
sife in che City, tohaveBolts and Fetters caft up-
enthem? Is not this an eafe to 3 City.? Doth.a
Kin%g,om or City fuffex by this, becaufe Iron Bolesy,
and Fettess are upon Traxors, Rebels, and Male-;
fadtors.: What greater Traitors, Rebels, and Male-
 faétors are there agdinft d’ efus Chrift, our ,hagnlm
‘nefs, and everlafting goed, that ariferhup in rebel-
lion againft Jefus Chrift, than fleth and blood ? and
if Jron Bolts and Fetoess: be upon.chgm. which we
fhould: feek to fubdue.and crufh, why fhould we
complainof hardnels there ! Weouldfk thou have
eafeiso flofhand blood,; shat is:a curfed cafe, Buc
‘BOW is not the yoke of Chrift eafie to the regenerate.
pasinme? In my fleth ( faith Pasd ) chere is no
{gopd, byt the regenerate part finds an eafe in the
| wiiepef Chrift, and chey. are yery fweet, and very:
\pestoreable vothe Sowl.. - . - 1,

F - Nigthly ¢ Theu complaineft of difficulcy; itmay: _j
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Oje Brons againfb ohe eafe of the Toke s c.

fons, Learn of me ( faich Chrift ) .-for |1 am meek

{it cannot beara yoke : So the proud flefh in chee &
| s thac chat niakes the yoke otP _
{and butdenfomto'chee. :But now if thouhaft lear

*|lowly fpiric? Ifonce thou gedteftchy heart dows,

_ | Chrift requires, thou co‘::fphine& thac they are dif-

-| oh the cloaths chac he was wont to weare, he feels

Keep hxmftmoacclmg cold, and keeps him war

be it is becaufe thouhaft noc learned the focaier lef-|:

and lowly in heattyand/yéu thal ik teft unto your
Souls, formy-yoke isealiednd iy burden is 1aghc,
Artchou tute that choubdft beirned. of Jefus Chrift
thete two leffons that you: have heard fo much of
Kererofore, - Meeknefs and Mumiliry ? ‘Have -
teek fpirits;quiec {pirits ? Haveyou hqmblc.fm
lowly fpirits? Angry flefa wil noc endurea .
burden, if you touch angry flefh, ' Oh, ic isa turden
toit, and foproud fléfh, -afwoln Leg, -and {fwola
Arm, and Shoulder, and Neck; if the Neck-be fwola

Chrift fo grievous,

ried throughly thefe two Leffoas, 'of Mecknefs of
Spitit, and Lowlinefs of heart, .Oh, how eafie is
‘every thing that Jefus Chrift tequires co'a meek an

the bladder pricked, cobe lowin tiine own eyes
arid thy hearc lowsthen evety thing wil be eafie that

ficale, but it is becaufe of pride.

- Laftly, Another Anfwer is this: Though there
¢ fome kind of difficulty in‘che waies of God, and
ctheSaints find ic fo, yet thereis more delight than
thiere istrouble, and more €afe than pain, and com-
pare one with another, and cake all together, and
then it may be faid to be rather cafie than any ‘way
burdenfome,and light than any way heéavy.AsI wil
exprefe:it by this fimilicude, a fick mans cloeshs the
cloaths thar a fick man hach upon him, may be they
are fomwhat burdenfom, a:man thatis weak, co

it a burden, apaine, I buc he finds more. pood:
his cloaths’then the’ burden comes to, bigg:?:“.y
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ftom theair, and fo he finds ths benefic of g }

cloaths moreto him than the burden of his -cloaths
cometo’: So though there may be fome burden;, .
fome kindof trouble in the wates of God to one
chat isfan@tified; ‘being buc in pacc fan&ified here,
yet thiere is more dch , and more eafe,and more

od'that hedosh ﬁud n che waies of God thanthere
1s xrouble andtherefore put all cogether, and then :
the yoke ofChnIt is eafte, and his burden lighe,
:heib feverall confiderations will'facisfie sgaitift all.
the difficulties thae any of the Sainc s’ do find in,
.Chrifts yoke.

: »tu&ugt“ MM&M&M»M*«#
. "CHAP' CXL. S

' Sb atbtbz ‘Reajon tbe'Dz]tspl;m ¢nd Gomer—
f:Zn; of Chri { anj‘ Ob]efi’.zon.r agamﬁ tbe fame.

A fvlrffre

FEl, this.we cannot But be convmced of;

thas che Duicics of Religivn'and the waies.

odlimf; ap;bm & coaﬁ%ercd,) they are eafie,

g y{ﬁw willy,pufay foche ochdr tw o : “The waies.
“of God indee R"d eligion, and’ Wa'tkmg in, the-
W ies p£$ we muﬁ neeﬂs acknowlcd to be ea--
| 1snm Qt ¢ things, asthe: lemplme
I&; Chgx ﬂ"erin sthat Jefus cals ys:
How. il 1 adé ouc ‘to: biéaﬁe touy
w:ngy bclcgvé t}m;]cl'us Chrift had af' aim,
1143 to. any otliet, to: Jer them.

;whatl? cipline’ and Goverment he would: |-
c, Ris pe comc unider in'the cimes of the Gof-
i dwg)qa.xch be the Difci lgs of Jefus:

E;wd‘i&g ¢ we bé: willing to. puc
ad;‘mdcr Sxeyo ¢of thc D)ic:ghne( of: ]eflt;; |

“" - |
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Chrift, the Goverment of Chrift as it is in his
Church; we muft not chink it fufficient merly thac
we profels Religion, and. profefs Godlinefs, that
we keep from thefigs of the world, chat we walk|
clofe with God n our Families, but Chrift requices,
likewife thac we fhould come and fubsmit our felves |
to what Goverment he appoints in his Church, and!
thatis a parc of the Kinggom of Jefus Chrift, as wel ‘
as his ruling in our hearts, indeed, that is the Prin-t
cipall work of Chrift, inrulingin our hearcs, tur |
‘ Cgriﬁ hatha Kingy power in rulingin his Church, !
the main‘yoke is mward, buc there is an outward !
oke too, for Chrift would not have men live as l
they lift, in a diforderly way, buc it is the mind of |
Jefus Chrift, chac all his Saints, thoygh fome.in one |
place, and fome in angtheg, fhould joyn together;n 1
exercifing fuch Ordinances'as he hacth appoinc
ig the excernall governing of his Ghurch, and yes !
fo, that allchefe are very eafie to a fpiritual heare,
though it may feem very difficulttoa carnal hearr,
for 1 fhould wrong the Text, and not befaithfull if
I fhould not give youwhac I verily beleeve is the
fcope of the Text ; Ifay thisyoke 1s the érder. of

Chrift in his Church, 'if it be ne'éle&ed by people,
hrift,‘andhiezmn

1.4t is a'great dt(honor ‘uh,i?.]eﬁli, 5
che;ﬂ'e'xcbédingln in the waies of Religion, and
chough ic be very hard to cagnal hearts, e is ver
eafie co fpiritual hearrs.’ I'am verity perfwaded,

chat one of the greateft chings it caufech for much |
malignicy in this Kingdome at this day, it is the

feaking of mc‘%:ite of Chrift, riverd aré afraid of the
g?ve'r‘mqit'qf Chiriftin hisChurch, théy <are afcaid

ey Thall not have that libércy Tor rheir lnfts and
wickednels s formerly, . buc'that chere thall be
yokesto reftrain and keep them frorh - thofe lodfe

- | waips that_ermeﬂK they lived in, and'you mayfee
I plamlv it is fo. who are’thevichar ihvh wek on-
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malignant parcy that have fuch fpirits, but fuch as
“have loofe {piritstthey are thofe that live very loof-
ly, & orhersthar have meer civility, and kiow liccle
of che power of Godlinefs, they are afraid of this, |
land Oh, how s it faid by moft, we will not have
,chis man reign overus? they even faid they will
;break his bonds afunder, and caft away his.cords, |
thac is the concroverlic that it is come toac chisve

day, andthat Prophecy in ‘Pfalm a.{eemsto be ful-
fﬁlz;d at thisday, at verfe 2. The Kingr of the earth
fet sbemfelves, and the Ruelers take counfel together a-
gainft1be Lord, and againft bis aneinted, (aying, Les
ws break their bonds afunder,and cafd away their cords
from us,: be that fitteth in the Hedrens fhall langh, the
Lord fhall bave them in derifion, Then fhall be fpeak to|

}

them in bis worath, and vextbem in bis fore digpleafure| -

yetbave I (et my King upon my boly bill of Zson, for al
this Iwil fec my King upon my holy hik: Certainly,
Chrift is not fet up as King as he ought to be, whate
ver profeflion we make, except we be willing to
comein, 8¢ put our necksundes che y oke of Chrift,
and Oh, whata heavy burdenand yokeitis? For
tnftance, That Men and Women fhould not make
a meer verbal profeffion, and fay, Ibeleeve, and 1
hope to be faved by Chrift, but fhould give anac-
counc of their Faith, and give an account of fome
work of God upon their heacts, chat God hath cal.
led them ou: of the world, ece¢rtainly, thac is. one
ching that Chrift doth require in his.peoples joy-
ning to K, to fecup the Ordinances-as chey
ouggbc' to iy chacthey fhould have fome knowledg
one of andther, knowledg of {ome work of ¢

Holy Ghoft ugon their hearts.. You. will fay,
that is fecrec. lbutthough the Holy . Ghoft wor-
kechin{ecret, yetcercainly, this may foineway or;
other appear, we cannot know. it cectainly, ‘fdr}
chere may be many Hypocrites ( no queltion ) in

o
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' the Church of God, and icisa very vain cavil for
mento fay, canthe Church of God be withow Hy.'
pocrites ? thatis taken indeed for granted, and no.
body in the mﬂ;(g)rld dcxfxice:: ic, 1 bfuc there muft be
that in the judgment of Charity, fo asby the judg.|
ment of Charity we may fee fo far as wtyare able :o}
fec, that the Holy Ghoft hach been working ‘
the Soul of this Man and Woman, and hath cm*
them o of che world, this is the firfb ching in co-
ming under the yoke of Chrift inhis Church.. Now,
how hard is this to carnal hearcs ? che very menrio-
ningof it, is enough co make a mutiny 1 many pla-|

.| ces, W hat! have we lived al this while, and mn{l:g‘
now conde to give account of our faith? But now it is
an cafy thing to a gracious heart, what is more eafy
toa, gmcious Heart, then tof{peak of the workof.
God upon his Heart,& to give Gloty to Jefirs Chrift
in manifefting the work of God in calling him o
of the world; and' bringing him out of the King-
dom of darknefs, and. tranflating him into che
Kingdom of his dear Son? the manifeftation of
this is ex¢eeding delightful to a gracious Hearr.

\ And; whereas many. thimk, chat fome wil lay.a
greaser-yoke upon.cthem by coming in, and
mitting co thie gowerment of Chrift in his Charch,
they fay, they wil make them to enter into a_ fo-

" |lemn Covenant before they wil admit chem.
confefs, ware it fo, thar:this were uggedas a ching
neccfiary, chacthey fironld not come ia and joyn

+ |inche ordinances-of Chirift, withoye *pﬁcit |

leain-Goyenant; thén 1cahnotbut aggiow! 3
werea yoke chac l,chin&ﬁ:!%ﬁ never Hpon hi
Ghburch; not an expli¢it folemn Covenane, ¢
urge icas Receffarychar they cannot comeand joyz |
im the ordintances without ic, andas for pare, |
know nocany chat urge it as necellary B

B
|i#ufedicis crue, becaufe ic s the way of manife-
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fting themfelves one way or another, and fome way
chey would bave for the manifeftarion of the grace
of God, and of their willingnefs to joyn with them
inall che Ocrdinances of Chrift, fo far asisrevealed '
to them, and I know no ather way that is urged than
this, but to manifeft the Grace of God upon their
hearts, thework of Goduponthem. - -

And for the matter of Covenant, onlyto pro-
fefsa willingnefs to joyn with fuch a Sociecy of
People in all the Ordinances of Jelus Chrift, fo far
as they know, fuppofe I fhould not be convinced of
this pasricular Ordinance, or the other parcicular
Ocdinance, if there be a willmgnefs to walk in the
Ordinances of Chrift {fo far as I'know, this is che
‘uccermoft that is required, and for the other it is.
‘only for edification, byt for neceflity, I1know none
chat go require ic. Now what an eafie Yoke is:
chis ! that one fhould come to be partaker ofalche
‘priviledges afcthe Gofpel, and all the Ordinances
chat Jefus Chrift hach betrufted his Church wich,.
and chisis al chat we muft corue,and profels our wil-
lingnefs co-walk wich all che People of God in all.
che Ordinances of Jefus Chrift, fofar as isrevealed
cothem, is therenotan cafinefsin chisco a Graci-
'ous beart, Certainly, chis that is complained of
hathno greac difficuley in it. . Lo

b

Objest. 1but youwil fay, Thereis moredifficul- |
¢y cthan this, It isrequired thac every one fhould
watch over another, a narrow watching over
one another in their waies, and obferving one
another, and this iscrue, a carnalhearc cannog do-
it, we were wont to bave aloofe kind of way, thas |-
we lived ip 3, Church communion one with another,
and neve',r%mew one another, perhaps never faw
one anothers .face in,all your lives, buc when
youMcame £o theS;cramfut, and whatever evil ;og ,

L 12 a

T —— -
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ad heard of one another, you never minded their re-1
ormation, - : . .

Anfw. Nowitis true, Thatinthe way of the G
pel. when the. Saints'are joyned together in that
vay, they muft and ougheto watch over one another,
Aod what great burden is chis toa Gracious heart ? toa
-arnal hearcit is trae; all che waies of God are burden-
'ome,but to 2 Gracionsheart it is an eafe, thatthere fhal {
1ot only be my.own care, and the Grace of God in me
o watch over me, but I fhal have the ufeof af che Graces-
nthe al Saints of God to watch over me, Aadis here a-
ny burtinchis ? Itis an honorthat God puts upon thee,
that he gives not only his Angels charge over thee, but
all his Saims a charge over chee likewife. ' A Prince:
hath a great Guard. for the fafety of his Perfon, and.
that is the bonor of a Prince, hecannot go alone Mo as
othersdo, but muft go with a Guard: Now as the
Princeiv anoutward way, fothe Saints in a fpiricuall
way, they are dear to Jefus Chrift, and therefore chey
fhallnever goupand down, - but they fhall have cheir
Angels to have charge over them, But what have they
charge over them for? itis as che Scripture faith, thar

they fhouid not dath their foot-againft a ftone, they |

havécharge over your Bodies ima more pecufiar way,
and the Saints have charge over youina more fpiricaxi-
way: now that you thall have Angels to watch over
your Bodies, and Fmake no queftion but they keep Sa-
‘tan off from hurtingof you, and then you fhalt have
(the Stints of God' with whom you thall'live eternally
in Heaven, -and thef fhall watch'over you fot your fpi-
)ritual?g'ooﬂ ‘and:-(0° they ‘that ‘communicate alf- their
Graces; - and Gifts, Wnd they are bound in Confcience,
fo to do, and this isa great ¢afeto 2 Graciol Heare,

biéth. 1. but yoi wilfay. there is dnorher dihcul:

ty; -if fo be we fa at'ahy time,theawe muft gt ‘puti-
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lick Sacisfation, if we fall into that wlich gtivé's
_ublick offence there muft be publick-Satisfaction
given, for privare offence we niuft give private Satis-
fa&ion, and Oh! this is a heavy Iron yoke roa
‘carnal heart, if we fhould coineto fuch a refurma-
tion as we defire, Oh ! what a burdenfom thing
would every carnal heart thiok it? ler me look now
tomy walking, I cannot doas 1 was. wone before
time, let mebenever fo vile, da.what I will,] could
givea Protora litclemon 7, or an Archdeacon, or
a Commiffary, or the like, and then let the Minifter
and the Congregationdo what they dars, Oh ! this
ts fine aud'eafy roa wicked and corrups heart. But
now to come tothis, chat whatever -you are¢, Rich |
or Poor, if you fall into fcandaléus fins, ivis not|
making freinds chis way or chat way, or ‘toa Mini -
fker, no, buc you muft come and make publick con-
€eflion,& give publick Sacisfaction,and chis is a yoke-
chat is hard to a carnal heart.butito a gracious heart
itis eafic. What dificulty xaa gracious heart is thig?
1 hive publickly difhonoured che manie of God; and
now ! come publictly ta repaire. the: name of God:
¢hac I by my finslhavd darkned, and done hust uato;
I come new ro: repaire:ic ‘opendy, ‘nay; whag edfe
canft thou have ril} char be dodes certainly hisohy|
heare be throughly humbled for rhe time of thy foul,

-1

whereinthou haft finned publickly againft:Gods - if| -
thouhat finned fecrecly, then Chrift tequites nde|

publickSatisfadtion,buciE thor hatt fiatted piblick-,
Yy, whit morediticrhle corlyy hearvif Gra ciob¢ then:
g2 | Oh./; thet Imighn publickly depasie thedvonor

. of,God;:; that hack :;:ubztiokzly.. beétmdifvoored: by

my .2 hew canft choufleep,:or ndie befores ehiol| -

- haft doss khis? 1 cannot pediibly-feé-how fugh & aign !
afwonal casdi qlzjacbzydndgd»oat,ufrtwiwéﬂdi}
QUiELIBi9xAr Phitheyhave dn dfomd oppaprutiWoeb.
repainthe hunorsofGods publicklys s thiéyhiave

el

finned:
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finned publickly, and cherefore this is not 3 wa of
punifament and pennance for th fin, buta reftor-’
ring of the honor of God thac thou haft impaired,,

“andchis is that chat is no burden un-oa Gracious :
_  Heart the finindeed is a burden,the fin is a fhamesitis '

2 fhameto me chat I fhould ever dithonor che blefled

| God,shat hope to receive fuch greac fatisfadtion £iom !

God, .t is fic thac | fhould come and repaire the ho=

nor of this God, Oh'! this is the honor of a Chrifb-

an, and therefore I befcech you have no hard
thoughts of the waies of Jefus Chrift in his Church.

_ And confider yet further, for the eafinefs of it,,
chac Chrift: gives a chargetoall his Saincs, chacif!
ehoube humbled and giveft Sacisfa&tion, that chey |
fhould reftove thee with all meeknefs,and Gentle-
{ nefs, and if there faould be any one that fhould in-.
fult over thee, and any way deride and fcarne thee
terrainly, Jefus Chrift willreckon with fucha one’
\fqr thar, and there is no {in thar goes more againﬂi

the Spiric of Jefus Chrift, then fof any one to 1nfuit,
over thoferhat come in the trouble of cheir fpirics.
torxepaire the honor of God thac they have impair-)
ed by their 4ns. Ghrift requires. chac every one.
- | faould mourn with thee, asthouatt foqugm and
lamenteft over thy fin, fo they thould have cheir)
hearts melr for thy fins, and fhould €ndeavor o’
‘have their bearts fenfible mﬁm asthou arc, and
-gnd they that @ive acquai with the waies of |
_Chrift in bis Ghurch, -they: have found it fo, they, |
‘havefoundall the Congregation afwell cofall a b
menting and burfting out n tears afwelaschy felf)
thou burfting out in veakes for thy fims, and chey
| prayingand fecking unto God thac he would for~ |

giveshy figs,-and a} che congregation- doch m'
now is not this becter, then that one fhould go o,
{tqranclem his fin, is it not becter chat he fhould|

come
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come into a Congregation, and give glory to God |
and lament it before him, and allcthe Congregition
lament, andchey all fendup their fighes and groans
for pardoning of rhis offender, and reftoring of|
him, andfor che liftingup the light of Gods coun-|
tenance upon him, if your hearc were humble, you
would find it a great d-ale of eafe; for the truthis,
you cannot exge& to have eafe before you have
donethis, thole cthat have offended, though they
have gone in their clofets and fought God, yethave.
had no reft buc upon this, now God dozh ufunally

rant abundance of eafe, peace, and joy in Chrift, |
51« itis a thoufand times more eafe to their {pirics,
then forthem to go on in cheir fin, and lec their fin{.
ranckle. ' '

And furcher,Chsift inthe goverment of his Church
will nothave any officer over you buc whom he ap-
points; indeed in a Civil State, they may appoint
taskmafters, and  whac ofiicers they. pleafs, buc
now in a Church Stage, Chrift appoints every offi~
cer, and chereforeall that rabble of .Commiffaries,
Archdeacons, Deans, and DeanesandChaprers is
goneaway, faor there ought to be.none fuch, andic
’is'hagm cafe unco che Chucch of Gad to bee rid of §
them. . : S

And again, you are to have none foreed upon
you, buc what you your felves fhall yield uaco,
they camnot ina domineening way-{ay, -yonr fhall
kave fuch a Minifter. Ik wgs-ex;‘pughbcfore.sthat if1
awench inan Alehoufe, or.an Hoftler: fhonld hiave
anuncle die, andleavethem .cobe his beice, and
an Advoufon belonged: to-him, this. Wench thac.
lives in an-alehoufe, o8- an. Hoftler; Should have.
pawer:to fend ‘auy. fellow thap he will, ifhe.can
giwe aecount of dhis cseed dnaLacing, co. fand ‘ouc 4.
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1 hundred miles, orone that they never faw in all i
their lives,and chey to whom he was fent,muft cake
rhis man to have ¢harge over their fouls, te depead .
upori this§ man for difpenfatiomof all che ordinances.
of Jefus-Chrift-as longas’they live togecher, here’
“|was aburden. But now che way of Chrift is, that.
chere thould be none that fhould takethe Chargzof
Soulsro difpence che ordinances of Chrift, bur fuch:
as the people chemfelves fhall choofe tothemfelves,:
thatthey fhal be fatisfyed in before, and thac they:
are faichful, and chat chey are fic by the gifts and
races of the fpiric of God to take charge over theic
fouls, andto difpence the ordinances of Chruft ina/
right way, is not this now a great deal of eafe?

. |
~ And further, what a great deal of eafe isin the’
wates of Chrift in his Church,whenthe officer is fuch,
asChrift appointsand youapprove? t
. . : |
* Andfurcher, whenthey arethere, they have no'
liberty to make any new faw,but juft as Jefus Chrift;
iath made,they cannot obtrude any thing upon you:
tobeleeveand do, but théy muft thew thac Jefus)
Chrift wonld have youto beleeveand do the fame :
Now in Civil ftates, ic isotherwife, chere youmay,
be required to do things that you cannot find dice@®-|
_|ly inthe word,if itbe a chingrhat the officer thinks
reafonable tobe done, if itbe not contrary to the'
|word, it & enough, if it be a thing rational, that
may fuice wich the publick good ofa Country, or
‘Kingdom, itisenough : ‘but new; when it com;s'to‘l
rthe Church, che Chimch officers, it i not enough for
them thac chere is nothing in the word againft ic,buc
they muft have-it ouc of Gods word, -and chis isa,
greaceafe, thatIfhall Havé nothing impofed uponl
- {ime, but what Jefus Chrift would have mezo have,'
and to do many other pacticulars might be dxew:id {
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for the opening of the yoke of Chrift, differing from
the yoke of the Civil State. o '
Yea, And Chrift requires nothing ce be done in bis |
Church, butwhat hewould have a Reafon given forit,
bucif a Prelate did but fit achis Table amongft his Cups,
and write but a2 line or two,whata difturbance was there
therebysunto many thoufand Congregations? he never
came to them himfelf, but meerly he commands, and
they muft do it. - But now the commands of Chrift are
otherwife, whateveris required of them from Chrift,
they may require a Reafon of it, they are to befatisfied
themfelvesin che Reafon of the thing, and how Chrift
requires it before they fubmit uatoit. Indeed, Iam not
bound in a Civil State to fatisfie my felf in all chey doy
but I may think chat they underftand more of the Civil
good thanldo, batitisnotfoin a Church ftate, the

meaneft in 2 Congregation is not to fay, the Minifters | .

and Officers they know, more than I, and thecgfore
though I feeno Reafon to the contrary, I will fubmit:
Now Chrift hath fuch a tender care over every one ‘of

bis members, that whatever they do they muft know ic| -

themfelves, they maft doic inFaith, they muft know
how this comes ouc of the word, and they maft do it
then in Faith, now whataneafeis this and if mendid
know this, how readily would they come under the
government of Jefus Chrift ? itis as greatan Argument
of the carnality of the hearts of men, thacchey having
been under the yoke of-Anrichrift, and now they have|
fome inkling of the yoke of Cbrift, thatthey cry out of
it, and fay, they hadrathgrbeinthe former way ; joft
as the Children of Ifrael, they defired to go back into
Egypt again, and they liked norcheir deliverance, but
would fain have gone back to their bondage again ; and.
hath m:; been tb‘;fame m;xy'rmnrings inl&xe hearts
of mengharthey would willinglyrecurnto @igiffdrner,
bondai; B'Qh,.irwﬂc-iﬁmm God :th‘am ﬂ%d
retsn back agaio to Fgyps, to: our-former. condition,
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and wounto us if we fhould come to this, to return nn-
to our former condition agein : ‘Bat for any of yca
that deéfire to fearche Lord, and-keep your Confciences
cjeer, andthac walkinthe way of cternail life, I ap-
_ |pealto your Confciences, whatis there that 1 have ns-
" |med to you that would not be eafie in your fpirits?
. |What difficuley would therebe in the waies of Chrift
inthe Charch ? Truly, I1havetold you che main difi-
cukies, and I have dealt plainly with you in chis thing,
the chief difficulties in all the outcry in the worid abowe
the.waies of Chriftin his Church I have told you. Now
is there any Gracious heart, (if 1thoald fingle out any
‘Gracious hearc) that would count chis a difficuley ?
& truly, we thould notonly think it eafie, but we thould
pray for.the government of Chrift, forhis government
is beuger than the government of Antichrift. We muft |
know that if we be thofe that profefs Chrift, we have'
cereainly need of all the Ordinances of Jefus Chrift, and !
they are not inftiruted in vain, and therefore if you
bave not been fenfible of them heretofore, Labor to be
fenfible now, for .if you did underftand your felves,
-|you would fee 2 need of them, and thofe that have bad

them, they havefound this yeke of Chrift to be very
tafie, :and the other yoketobea very tieavy yokeanto |
m RS : .

dabebididdict § dibdaduit
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. “E-are now to proceed unto tmtberthmg.ld
& . Y hatis, The fofferings about thofe thirgs
IthatChriftrequires: thoagh te do thofc things thit
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Chrift requires may feem to be eafie, yet to béar_md

uffer thofe ieavy things that we read chat Chriftians|

1id fuffer in former times when they came uader the
yoke of Chrift, and whichwe are like to fuffer in the
caufe of Chrift,now efpecially,if the Lord fhould let the
Adverfary prevail ovér us, we mey come to fuffer thofé
things that would be very hard, wherasif we had liberry
of Confcience as others have, that we could go any wa;
this way or that way, {0'as may ferve our own turn, ,anﬁ
be fuitable to our own ends,we might avoid a great deal
of fuffering, but now when we come under the yoke of
Jefas Chrift, we muft keep on: in the right way, we muft
keep on in the way of fuffering, whatever fufferings
come we muft not decline the waies of Chrift in the
word. . -

Now for Anfwer unto this: The Scriptare doth not

)'udé it fo hard a thing o fuffer for Chrift as thou fee-
me

to judg itto be, fee what the Scriptare judgeth it
tobe, St Paul fpeaking of his fufferings that he endu~
red, in2 Cor. 12. 10. Tbereﬁre I sake pleafure in Infir-
mities, inReproaches, in Neceffities, in Perfecution,
in Difireffes for Cbrifts fake, the word is in che Origi-
ml, Iam well pleafed, herc I take pleafure, I am well
leafed in Infirmities, in Reproaches, in Neceflities, in
erfecucions, inDiftreffes, I am well pleafed in them
all : Certainly, that thataman hatha good pleafureto,
that he canbe well pleafed with, that is eafie, a man
muft needs have eafeina thing that he is well pleaied
in, now the Apoftie profefleth that he is well pleafed in
that which he fuffered for Chrift, and weare never like
to be called to fuffer fo great things as he fuffered.

things thata-man may be well pleafed in, fo likewife we
may rejoyce inthem. Thatplacein Luke 6. 23. there
our Losd Chrift would have his Difciples whea they

And as the Scripture fets out fufferings as thofe |
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set with hardfhip, to rejoyce init, Rejoyce (faith he)
u that dap, yea, to rejoyce exceedingly ; that is the
hird:degree, rejoyce, and leap for joy : when isthis ?
tis. when they fhal be feparated from their company,
«nd they fhal be reproached for Chrifts fake, yee re-
oyece faith he, and leap for joy. Yea, the Scripture fees
»ut our fufferings for Chrift, our fuffering that we
meet withal any way in the waiés of Chrift, aschae
whereinabove al things we may rejoyce, there is wel
sleafing , there is joy, and exceeding joy, evento fes-
ping, yes, and chere is al kind of joy, all joy; fo che
Apoftlein Famer 1. 2, My ‘Bretbren, count it all joy
when ye fall into divers temptations ; and among ot%ﬂ'
temptstions, thefe are great ones, the temptations of
{ufferings, countital joy. Yea,and laftly, chere is che

loryingin them : foinRom. 3. 5. Weémy in tribwe-
ations : futely then there is not fuch difficulry in faffe-
ring for Chrift, if there be wel Jﬂeaﬁng, and joy, and
exceeding- joy, and all joy, and glorying : Thus the.
Seriptare fets out our fafferings for Chrift: -

And fo Imight give Xou the examples of abundance
of Martyrs, thatfound a greacdeal of eafein their fuf-
ferings for Chrift, the example of Fames ‘Bainbam, in
the Book of Martyrs, "when they kindled che fire under
his feet, faich he, me thinks you ftrew Damask Rofes
ander my feet, truly, thereis fweetnes enough in the
Rofes that are ftrewed under ones feet, that ones feet
goupon. And fo Bafil fpeaking of a Martyr, befxith,
thit hie did account the Prifon that he was in, asa ples-
fant Garden,& the feveral kinds of Tortures that he was

fo delightful were they to him. And Lutber repores of
one JAgabaa young Virgin,that when fhe went to mar-
tysdom fhe went 35 if the went to Marriage, 8 to a B
quet. ' And theftory of Mr. Sanders, that excelient
Martyris fimous, when he came to fuffer, he found
fachan iffaing andg oing of his leatt intoall the Men-
bers of his body, and from all the members of his  body:

put unto,as feveral forts of fweet flowers inthe Garden, |

~
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‘0 his heartagain, an intercourle asitwere ina bodily
way. And it were endlefs:to name you the particulars,
and co fhew wherein even the eafinefs of fufferiog for
Chritk appears; but Ifhal not do this at large, fome
of you may fee thatin your hands of Mofer, counting it
grater riches to fuffer for Chrift than to enjoy all the
treafures of Egypt, and a man counts not his riches a
burden: Now this is the judgment of Mofer that had the
Spisit of God in him, that whereas he might have had
any.riches that might have been enjoyed in all - the land
of Egypt, yet he accounts the fufferings wich the Peo-
ple of God greater Riches thau all the Trqalures
of Egypt Oh | there is the highelt improvement of
our fufferings for Chrift as can he, . fomwhae higher im-
.| provement of our fufferings than Angels are called, upn-
to, Angels arc not called to fuch high improvement of
their abilitiesfor God, aswhen a Chriftian {uffers for
|Chrift, there they do confefs with a glorious Voice.
Saith an-Aacient concerning the Mareyrs in the primie{
tivetimes.  We do abundance of fervice ina little time
then, and never bave the Saints fuch a Spirit of glory}
refting upon them, as in the time of fuffering,, theyare|
under moft glorious promifes in thofe timesy and have |
more glorious eomforts in. thofe.times, .than-at other|
times; andsfo in fuch refpe@s, and divers others thae}
‘might’ﬁ.mentionekl,, theré is 4" grestWeqt of eafe-and |
conteptment in their fu ferings for.{efus. Chrift. Twas|
in prifon til I gotinto prifon for Chrift, faith one Mat-| .
tyr. And many profefled thatthey never knew the dif- |
fetence, between the. comforts of the world, and the |
‘ co%g ts of God, fo muchas then-when they fuffered. |
1S4 ?;gnarim, when. the wild beafts crufhc his bones .
between their teeth; Now.I beg:n:to be a Chriftian. |
Acd another profeft he had rather be a Martyr than
workmiracles ; .and therefore there is-no fuch difficulty |
orbeavy burden in fuffering for Chrilt as ye are afraid
lof Many:pgor Chriftians, whenthey hearwhavthings | |




o032 The

PP T

?oke of 4Ei&bn for Chrift edfie.

alled tofuffer fuch things, Ifhonld never go theoy
tlmn: Be not difcoursged, the more fenfible thou a
of thy wesknefs, the better :” Poor women and chif-
dren that have been afraid te fuffer as well as y
when they have come to fuffer,. it hath been given
1them to fuffer , & mighty prefence hath come
Jefus Chrift upon them, and it hath beeneafie to them ;
tindeed the thing that is difficule to one thatis
liseafietoone thatis ftrong: Now when you'come

- |fuffer for Chrift, there comesin a great deal of

from Chrift, and therein you will find eafe; for cer-
tainly, Chrift never calls us to do hard things, bat
he will give us ftrength proportionable; and that|
which appeared more difficult, will appear more eafie
than before. '

P

-
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CHAP. CXLIL

What the things are that makerthe waies of C Erijl

|
|

BLIt.no‘w weare to proczed to a further thing o |

eafie ( which is the fourth pointin Chap. 139.)
opened infive particulars. 1. They are fuch as
a graciows Soul wil impofe uponbimfelf. 2. He

. comes freely off to sbem. 3. The waies of Chrift

are even, and nos contrary one to another.
4. Tbey bring Strength with them. 5. In them
allthere is. good Succef. 6. In them a gracious
beart s alwaies receiving bis wages. 7. He
bath all the paffages of Gods providznce to belp
bim. 8. They bring eafe to the Confcience.
9. They free the Soul from cares. 10. They
make all pther things eafie.. B

fhew you what there is in the way of Chrift

that makes it eafie, whichwil be a further manife-
| fracion .of the eade that there ‘is in the waies of
'Chrift'thatitis fo, thathathbeen fhewed you be-
 forel: but now that it muft needsbe fo, and how it

it.

comesto be fo, how it comes to pafs that the waies
of Chrift faould bave- fuch eafe toa gracious hear,
Certainly, there:is a; great many Grounds for

Firé: .Iiney_ are fuch waies as have much in
them, chat if a gracious heart were put to it freely,
that he may ether impofe them upon himdfelf or

not, he would racher. yspofe them upen himfelf
vtat therwife, fuppofing-himcobe himielf; char
;5 his mind ehlighsened and his heart.in a good

frani; he would cake them tipon himfelf,  and cer-
Jh0 H . LT, . :

tainly
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ainly, chis is po hard ching, thar if a man were left
0 his liberty he will take it upon himfelf racher
‘hannot. Let any Chrift:an lay this to his heart
and confider what way cf jefus Chrift he would be '
without, every gracious heart isa Law to himfelf,
thac Law is not a very hard Law chata man would'
make to himfelf, {othe gcriprure faich of che God-!
ly thac they are @ Lawto themfelves, a Godly hearc,
choofeth the waies of Chrift, not as one choofcth:
:he lefs evil of the two,fo you may fay he may chufe'
them as che lefs evil,for he-may be put ro chuie, i but i
I fay, if he were left free & not pur to ic of neceflity, |
if chere were neicher Helnor Hzav¢n,l donot know )

any thing in the waies of Jefus Chrift,and dare chal-
lenge any one to tel me,thac if there were no Hel or '
Heaven thac any ching s in che waies of Chrift buc
hewould choofe then: : - What is there that Chrift
requires of any Soul, but wichout any fuch confide-
ration fuch a heart would chufe ? Would not he go
racher according to che rules of equiry and righte-
oufnefs than iniquity and injuftice? Is it nct beucer
to walk according to che rules of right reafon, than
to walk inirrational waies? But then a Beleever!
one that hath Faith, a&s from a Principle above
Keafon, aPrinciple chat is fupernatural, and look]
asonethitisarational creature, would chufe chofe
things that have che moft agreement with the rules
of righe reafon, foone thathach a higher principle
a divine Principle, he wouldchufe chat thac is ac-
co:ding tothe Principles of Divinity, according te
the Divinicy (as 1 may fo fay ) chat he hath
in his hearts Yea, Aflitions, when we bri
our heartsto Gods will, have no great burden m
‘them, but are eafie, but chey arenot fo cafic as Gods
| waies'are for- AfliGions, chough'they come-to_be
ealie, yet:theyare fuch, asif a Godly heart were
put to ir, he would, and he ought rather gp
choofe ro be withour them. Here is the diffa '
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cencebetween AfRidtions and Putiés, thac if God
wouldfet a gracious héaie freeshe fliotsld choofe ra-
cher to be wrhome afflitions though it is true, in
regard of the good that God brings about in chem,fo
-heyare ﬁood, bucin eHem{e1vas chey are ‘évil, and
(o @ Godly man fhould racher defire to be withont
:hHembut now, for rhe duries of religion & Godli-
1efsychete we are not to defire & wifh to be without
Ireth; * OF chac ehey were othierwife chen cthéy are, A-
wrdcious heateisnot ¢0 wills dny command of Jefbrs |
>hriff to be othetwife then icis, and when at any
ime you find fuch a rifing in your hearts, asto
7ifh that fuch a thing were not a duty, know, thac |
ow tempratiot totres and corription feirrs. You!
1ay nor do it perhaps, but you may have a corrup-
ion ftir fo facr, - asto wifh it were otherwife, cer-
1inly, this isa great temptation, when the heart
in aright frame, it would not with any thing in
1e waies of Chrift otherwife cthen they are, i? he
ere left to himfetf,he would himfelf choofe them.
h acis chefirft. ’ __ '
:condly When he hath chofe them,this makes them
Ay becaufe they are fuch waies as himfelf comes
=ély onunto, what aman comer freely on untothat
eafy, aud all thzp:ople of God are a willing people
Pfal, 110. Now when hecomes freely on, per-
s, you will fay, a man may come freely onto
hing, yet when heis come on, he may {ind more
Ficulty then he thought of. Thetefore in the
-ond plat: they ate eafy in chis refpeét, becaufe
=y aré fuirablé unro the cethper and ddpofition
a gracious heart,” fuch a one finds the waies of
xrgi very {uirable and agreeable ro him. Now
nilis Simi'igandet,every like thing doth rejoyce |
¢ hat which is like,a Godly hedrt frnds the coun- |
paneé ( as I may fo fpeak ) of theLord Jefus |:
rift wricten in his own' heare, thae as-it was in |.
. fit@creition, there the Law-of God, the Mor-
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and that chat we have writeen infcripture, itisbe
as it were an extra& and-counterpaine of what wa
writcen in che heart pof maun in che farft cceatbil:n,nov
by in @ greac parc ofic is blotted out, buc now
wyhen ;hej‘fgul _cp:trncs to Jefus Chrift, thep Chr:fi
writes againthe Law of Godin the heart of the fir-
er,writes it fa ire out againe, & wrices the Law as«
cores to be Evangelical, in an evangelical way,tor
fo it js, the Gofpel comprehends all chac holynes.
that wasiin the Law before, the fame holynefs that
was in, the Law,, the - Gofpel chat rakes it in,and
makes it more complear, andraifeth it up higher,
and makes ic more {piritual, and hacth more of God
in it, and:doth fhew us how to enjoy God ina
higher, better, and fuller way, cthat the Law o
the Gofpelis written in the heart of beleevers as ths
Morrall Law was in the heart of Adam at firft was,
when he was made, and the Law of the Gofpr.
takes in the holinzfs of Gods Law, and addsa fw-
ther fpiritualne(s, .and fhews a higher way of et
joyment of God chen before was, when man at firft
was created, now cherefore it muft needs be eafy o
that refpet It is eafy for a fifh to fwim in the water,
and it is eaf?' faor a bird to fly inthe aire, for i i
their own elenient, {oche waies of the Gofpel are
the proper element of a true godly,& gradous heart
And as we {ay, nu!lum cor pus grawe i fuo boco po ele-
ment is heavy in his own proper place. . Itiscrue,
the waies of Godlynefsis a heavy burden to a car-

‘{nal heart, Why # becaufe he js not inhis element,

when be is in holy duties, and. fan&ifying the Sab-
both, he is not.1n his element, when he 1s in wick-|

{ed company, drinking, and Swearing, then be is

inhiselement, bur now that which is your elements
is but fand tg a Godly heart, and chat is the reafon.
that you think that fuch Godly people are dump-:
ith, and heavy, and Meclancholy, becaufe they are
notmeiry as youare, if is becaufe of your compa-
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imoagft company chat can .canverfe wichall,
leiﬂLkﬁGmigcfs,:t:n?l fhewing and difcovers ‘
ng oneapmthers. heares, dnd celling the£xpesiei- ‘
ies of Gods, working incheir heagrs ones0-arocher,
ind {o breaching graces one upon another,and pray-
ngone with another, then they anbe as merry,
ind be as delightful.io fitch things-as:yolf canbe a-
nqngft. yous: companicus,. firearing,: tioting, and
bl zlou.thinkit.ig impofliblechey fhouldbe fo,
uc icis fo,thac istheir proper elément,as the other
iyour element,and therefore it is as eafy for a Saint
2 goon inthe waies of religion,as fora fifh to fwim
1the warer, 4o farr-as the regenerate pare prevails,
U Sacisfaction flows fromi:a- fuitablenefs between
1¢ faculty and the object, now the waies of God
‘e the moft {uicable chings to a gracious hearc that
nbe, therefore chere;isa great deal  of eafein
ey there -is:moching reqiired in them buc he
1ds it tig kg bednt before st14r vequired, . Itis faid sm|
'A% 318.: 2. ‘Of a fool,, that he' doth, not receive
eway _o£ Wifdom, tbe inftry8ion of Wifdom, it isin
ur books, a foal hath not delight in-underftand-
3, bucthachis heare ay, difcovers ic {elf, bue I
rfi_:f:zt.wyl,awp;d in the ald vulgar .Latin, thacaj,
al spceivesnot undesftanding, receives noj what |
u fayto him, -except thofe things thac. arcin his
arc be fpoken, excepr you fpeak to him fuch
ngs-as are in his hearc, focheywrn if, and{o ic}
rue i this, fpeak to a.n%man any ching,. if therey,
not a principle in his heart, toclofe withi.ch

ng that youfpeak, he willnot eafily receiveir,|
refore a fool ‘will npe;receive thac which you|
ak to him of, becanfe. jr is_not fuitable to his|
re.. .. Bucngw 3. Godly mer. whes you fpeak ¢o1
;e&a. ¥ §ﬁﬁ69§;&ﬂ&mlhﬁw_&w{ ghm‘i‘:
3 | 4 M3 FECEIVES f MM Capie your jpeak |
im chatshatis in his-heargo it is i his Jeast be- 1.
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fore, youfpeak to his hearr, and he finds fonvlntl
in his hearc that comes prefencly to clofe with i,
which makes it eafy, there is snhis heaer fuch a
principle, as upom mentioing any thing of che.
waies o f Chrift, heclofech wich it, and takes hold

upon ic,there being the fame ching in hishearc,” for

chough there bean obje&t feen, except rhere be
fomething in the eye fuitableto the objeé to clofe
wich ic, there wouldbeno fight, fo the heart of a

Chriftian makes the waies of God eafy, and readi-
ly imbraceth them, becaufe chere is fomthingin
the heart thac is like to Gods waies, and therefore,
it is ready toreceive and clofe withthem. Asnow|
if you bring fire o a ftick chat hath fome fire in it,
as foon as ever you bring the fire,the fire that was in
the ftick before, will come -out to the other fite'
that you bring neare o i, and will joyme together
and{o- grow -iato a flame.: K you bringa candie)
that hath fome fiee remaining upotiit untoa fire, it
lights prefently, foiciswithithe hearc of a Gedly)
man, a gracious heart fets before him the-excellen-
cy of the waies of God, now theteis aholy prina-
ple, a principleof helinefsin the heartthar comes '

out unto what asfaid in the word of the waies of

‘God, and fo clofech with them: I, thefe areche.

things thas 1 findin my beart; now cthefe things:

muft needs be. ealy,becaufe they arethevery element

of a gracious heart, and they are fuicable to his . |
bw‘;;?thﬂciisa‘ﬁcemcfmq cinife, Thac ische Se- |
eond.: - . o TRLl S ‘

)

1

- Thirdly; Apether-thingthat mikes them eafy is!
this, Thgrzvai‘ of Chi‘iltg, there -is- an ev‘cnnd{ in,
the.n, there is & proportion i all the waics of Je-

fus Chrift,  chereid ngk ohe thing contrary Wntp an-!
ocher;but eveny ehingedps one snocher,airdfo chey:
come to-bheealy. You'knoew inother chings,when
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ou are going in any path wherethere lyes things
zo intem%pcl;r%u, therg lyesa greac deal gf Diﬁcugt.’ .
'ty im your going, but when che way is fo laid, as
that chere 1s no one thing in 1t buc helpsto anocher, |
if you take one ftep chat helps youto another, an
thac ftep helps youto anocher, and fochere is fuch
an evennefs and proportiou as one helps to another
If you be drawing a thing thac one link helps ano-
ther, and one letsinroanother, cthis makes it eafy,’
when every altion of a mans work is futh, as the
firft makes the fecond eafy, and the fecond the
third, and the third the fourth, thac wortk muft
needs be edfy ; fo inallthe waies of Jefus Chrift,
one ducy lets in another ; and this is the difference
between one that is truly acquainted with the waies
of religion, andan Hypocrite,the one, when he fes
yupon one duty, that oneduty focires him, that he
hath no mindto another, but now a godly hearr,
ane duty doth buc lec him in another, by perform-
ing one'duty, heis ficced toanether daty, and chis)
isa ﬁﬁn you performeé duryin a right'way, ‘when
it is thus with you, . it is true, the oucward mran may
be tired, but yec the hearcis ina better frame‘co-
performe dury the nexc time, one duty’is an'inlet
ihte anocher, and helps-on tire other; /that is - L

Fourthly,The waiés of Chriff they are 'eafy, B8l
caufe they bring ftrengch with chem, and encrea--
feth ﬁrﬂg%t;% ﬂc‘_er;,;inty, that work. muftieedébe:
an'¢aiy w

e

v at'aman gets ftren :h.ﬁﬁi’s'&drkl;

and ¢he nidore he works dhie more Rrength He gets.
It ¢ true, “great works come ro'be difficult;becaule:

ﬁ?“:{'g‘ié’%‘h;c‘,’ s ,,e“f“,’dg,,,{mgm d
“’:9&"-4"&’*"“"-‘“9"-5 Arerfh yod. have,. anﬁ‘r.hé\

mote workvoudo, the more ftPenglt omésim. ¥\

’




thereis jawsrd ftrength conués in & encreafeth, and:
is fuppled by Jefus Chyift ;: the Body chat carries
che Soul, Xbucthe Soul is no.burden to the Body,
the Soul fupports the Body, and enables the body,
te move and makes ic lighter, if the Soul were gone, !
the body would be a heavy lump,heavicr than when |
the foul lives in it, fofuch a kiud of burden is the i
w3iés of Religion to a gracious fotilno other burdea
thap the foul'1s to the body,when the foulis chere,ic
is no burden, but it rather helps the Body, it makes
the gogl lighter and fo' when any woik of Grace
is-added moge than before, the burden comes co be
lighter, and eafier.. . In Prov.10.39. Therway of the
Lord s [Brength to. the upright, their very way is
irengeh,. furely then cheir way is cafte, that which
is ftrepgth, cannog bea hard way, now the way
of the Lord is ftrength to the upright, an Hypo-
criteindeed, if he wil meddle with che way of
heigticed, asthofe in Malacbi, W hat a wearinefsis
the waies of God to them ? Ibutit is to an Hy}o-
crite, but the way of the Lord is ftrengthro the up-
right. . A man;hlalt hath 'a'lc_amfal heart, ?c is tired
pre s+ you that complain for want of ftrengeh,
P'le ;I.‘otiyhaw)r{é no heart to%ec about Duties of lll{g’ethl‘l-

=)

glon, becaufé youfay youare weak, the more ye
et abourt thefe Ducies, the more ftrengch you fhall
have. There is many a Man and Woman, that
piaies away their ftrengthin prayer, and ftreng-

-\how tQ carnal hearcs their very duries may be eafie

co their fins, hut now a gracious heart doth not gray
away his ftrength, but hefhal have more ftrength
in his Soulforthe prefent, and hefhall fee'ir after-
wards... You wil fay, How _fhall I knpw thac?

ns their fin in  prayer, and I fhewed you,|.

for my body is weary angd tired, if yqu gec but 2

litTa rimarna rafrafle srane hads urirh Toam An bl

o —
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s tug, the natural ftrength may be fpent, 1
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like, when you conieto prayer again,you wil have
smore ftcength to the Duty, there was more ftrengrh |
inyous Spirit then whenyou werg in the Duty, ¢
iy your natusalftren ch d'd fail, and cherefore do
as much as you can1n holy Duties, do not fear tire-
f{omnefs in them, you will do more than you did
before. Thatis the fourth thing that makes them
to be eafie, becaufe they beget firength. ‘
Fifcthly : They muft needsbeeatie, becaufe that
in all the waies of Religion there is ever more good
fuccefs, agracious hear evermore finds fuccefs in
the waies of Godlinefs, now cthat way thaca man
alwaies hath fuccefs in, is very eafie to him, you
count that werk very eafie work that. alwaies
thrives in your hand, and that youmay cercainly,
know that it wil fucceed before you go about ft.
Ifaman goabour a work, and he is uncertain in
the fuccefs, andhetiinks s 1may take agreatdeal
of pains, buc I know not how 1 fhall fpeed, Oh,
chat is tedious, 1but now, when he-goesoug.toche}
work of the Lord,where he knows he fhal never fail
of fuccefs,. this work is very cafie to him, In the
fieft Pfalm itis faid, that a Gedly man proftrs.in
everysbing that.be dpth, ‘whatever he doth fhall
profper, it is true, wemay fetupon outward things
and nort have fuccefs, -but,there was never- any. gra-
cious action fince the beginning of the world bur
had fuccefs, here is the difference between your
ougward imployment, and your gracious imploy-
ment, your earthly.and your fpiritual imployment
inone, though we work never fo well accordis
to cthe Rules of our Art,_ yet there wil not be fuccefs
in what we do alwaies, but now let us perform a-

ny holy Duty, .we'fhal never lofe any aftion,|

though we may not fee it, yeg we fhal cercaindy
profper init, and cherefore thers isa great deal of.
=afe. . '

Sixrhlv =1
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. Sixthly : A great deal of eafe muft needs be m

. Gods waies, becaufe that agracious heart is conti--
,nually receiving his wagesin all his work: Now|

that is a very eafte work, ye thalnot need be wor-;

king all the dayand reccivenowages ac nighe, bur
a Godly man is recciving his wages eontinually !
whitle he is working. In 1 Pet. 9. ‘Receiring tbe |
end of your Faith, she Salvation of yonr Souls, Re-(
ceiving the end of your Faith), Ite doth not fay, 1!
‘that yc thal hereafeer receivethe end of your Faith, |
but ye are now receiving, every momeat tn eve-|
ry Duty ye perform, you are receiving the
end of your Faith, there is ne holy adion
buc there is fomwhat of che Gldry of Heaven in it,
and che Soul doth receive fomwhat of the Glory of
Heaven in every holy attion, fo that he fhall ot |
need to féay for Heaven hereafter, that indeed were ,
encugh one would chink tonake any of the waies,
of God eafie, the beleeving che Glory we fhal here-|
after have in Heaven, ic wereenouigh to make amy|
journey eafie, that we fhal have aCrown ac cthe end:
of it, butit is not fo wich the Saints, they have nox;
eafe becaufe they know chat they fhal have Glory:
hereafcer, but they havea Heaven while they are

| doing their hioly Duties, therefore are eafie in re-

gard of their end, as many things may be cafie
inregard of that that comes afcerwards, and fo may
be goodin regard of the good whith is to come, but
the a@ions of Religion are part of the happinefs,
and of the Glory of the Soul, and if we were well!
principled in this, i would be a great means to hclp’
us to go on wich a great deal of eafe in the duties of;
Religion : That it is the happinefs and Glory of our'
Souls, and the perfection of helinefs is our "higheft

end, the Angels have no higher end than che perfe-,
Gtion of Holinefs, In Hofea 10. ver. 11. ‘Bpbraim

72 & Heifer that is saught, andlovethto tréad oxs spe !t
"\‘-‘. 9
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Corn, Epbraim counced chat an eafy worke to tread
oucthe corne, tire meaning is chis, che Caccel in
thofe times, fome were ufed to plow the ground,
L and othersto cread out the corn, Wow thofe cha®
were plowing, rhey were abroad in the fields, and
indured the ftormes, and allthe while eate nothing
til chey come home, andchenthey eate, But now
thofe cateel chac were treading ouc the corne, all
the while they: were treading out the corne, and
working, they were feeding upon the corn, now
faith God, ‘Bphraimis a tender delicate thing. he
doch not love togoall the day to his work, and
receive his wages at nighe, but.he loves to rread
outthe corn, he loves co receive his wages conu-
taally in hiswork. Thusiris with a Godly heart
he isupon the recetving hand continually and his|.
work 18 but as che treading out ofche corn, rather|
then plowing.. That istheSixth. Co

Seventhly, The waies of God nuft needs be eafy
becaufe ler a manfecuponthe waies of Godlinefs,|
andevery thing in che warld fhall help him, no
paffage of Gods providénce buc  fhall help him, nd
creature but fhallhelphim, mo ordinance buc fhall
help him, nay thefechings .chat feem to.go quirq
contrary they Shal help him3; now'itis eafy to go
whenallthings help one, when wind and Tide help :
you. I'but.youwill{ay, may be wemay meey wich
a ¢ontrdry wind,l but whenchar centrary wi;ﬁﬂm
help you, ‘as L have:feen fome thas have made ule
of acontray wind, Soitis with Godly people, all!
all %gnod things help and emcauwage cthem, and| .
ill things are turned by Gad .o be ,feipful to
chent, 'and 'to ‘ ba goad. a9’ them;: Yép, many|
have foudd help in:ehe waies.of God, by ;he'
ftrongeft cempracion chat they bave mer withall in|
their ' faces, Yea, {omumes that God_turﬁxc_s

. : o “their
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their fins, their ftepping ouc of the way to be helps

woro them, cheir very falls, as aman when t e ftum-

Jlesin his way, it makes him &he fofter, youwil

put your Horle out upon his bling, and make
i him go the fafter, God turnes the worft chings of al
" jtothe People of God to help them in cheir way,

fo that by Grace now, we do not only help our

felves fo, as to keep off the hinderances to other
things, we do not overcome the world ( as fome-
|vimes I have faid ) thustokeep our felves from be-
ing hurc by it, but to make all things ufefull
and ferviceable to ourgraces, and thatis the excel-
Jency of a Chriftian, trathe can b{lgrace make all

thingsin the world ferviceable to his grace, that is)
the glory of grace, it fhews that grace is of a royall

breed indeed, chac it can bringall chingsto be fer-
viceabletoitsend, thereforethe waies ot God are

cafie, becaufe alithingsare helpfull to the incou-

ragement of a Child of God in thofe waies.

And further, If a man were going in a way, asd.
there were many flones lay inthe way, i would be
rough going, and;uneaﬁe.-{m‘:Were they laid in that:
| fathion chat they fhould be Yaidina flough, in fuch
a place that it fhould help me to ftep over fuch a
flough then it would be more ¢afie: Now bere is:
the difference between wicked and Godly mes,
Godin his juft judgmenc laies frtumbling blocks i,
the plaineft waics of Godlinefs, foas to hinder wic-
ked men in waissthacare good, to the wickedl ﬁy,f
wicked men, they meet with ftumbling blocks &

lain waies,in waies that are the beft waies; but now’
God is pleaied vo Jay ftambling blocks in the waies
- | offintothe Godly, <o hinder chem from going oa

1in the waies of fin, hetakes all the fumbling blocks
that were before in che waies of fin, ar.d laies them
intheirway to Heaven. Asnow ifchere be diven.

R~y
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athstogotoa place, thofechat would give marks
to others that they might not go ouc ot the way,
they digadicchor lay fomwhat in the way, echaps
fome boughs of Trees or the like, to keep them off
chat they may go in the right way, So when the
Lord fees any thing that lies in cthe waies of his peo-}
ple that may occafion ftumbling to them, he takes
che:n’away, and laies chem in fuch a place chat may
keep them from going ouc of their way, and if there |
be any flough, he takes che ftones, and laiesthem to |
help the:m over the flough, and therefore the waies:
of God muft needsbe eafie, :

R

Eighthly, They muft nceds be eafie, becaufe they |
bring fo much eaie co the Confcience, they bring a-
bungancc of eafe to the Confcience of a man or wo-|
man 3 When hath any man or woman eafe to cheir
confctencas, buc when the}{ have gonein che waies
of Religion? though before chey had chrobs ofj
confcienc2, and terrors of comfcience, an angry
confciencs. Thou couldeft never lie down to.
fleep, buc thy conficence was asic were a hard
ftonz to thy head, and as pricks in cthy fide, but
now when thou arc got: into cthe waies of Religi-
on, thou canft lie down in the bofome of a reconci-.
led Father in peace, andthy confcience very eafie, |
and thy foul eafis, thou feele®t no more of the.
throbs of confcience that thou waft wont to feel,|
the waies of God bring eafe to thy confcience. Ma-t.
ny of you love your eftates, becaufe vou can have|
means coming iR when you are old, and you cap.
fit in a Chair, and can have maintenance broughtia.
unto you, Oh, bue if thac be good, what is it co have |
quiet and eafe in your confciences, which only the
yoke of [efus Chrift brings in ? and therefore thed
waiesof ] efus Chrift are cafie. .. oo

-

A - t
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» Ninrhly : The waies of Chrit are eafie, becauie -
they bring eafec and freedome from al cases, al your
troubles and cares, all your carking cares you have

hereby eafefrom under them, come onceunder che
yoke of Chrift,and then you have nothiag te do b .
te make knowa your requefts to God, youneed nox

~ |eare what fhal become of you,either for the prefent |

ot for erernity, if you be once got into cthe yoke of
Chrift. Do not miftake me, to think tha if once you;
comie to profefs religion you need take care for no--
rhing; No, But Lfay, from al carking cares,and trou- .
blefome cares, you may be delivered from themaf-.

{feon as ever you come into the waies of Chrift;;

meany Chriftians have it at cthe firft,and it nos ar fisft, !
yet if you continue in them, you may come to have:
{0 much fatisfa&ion inthem, that any carking care:
thag niay ‘caufe trouble to your fouls, in regard of;
your outward or inward, your prefent or eternal]
eftate, all wil] be gone, for whatever you would!
rake care for ro help you, itis taken care, for you;
chere. Luther hath fuch anexpreflion I remember,
A Chriftian may ‘keep a perperutal Sabbathall his;
life, and. all the week long, any thing chat!
youwould haveto help you otherwife, God h'm-|
felf wil take care foryou.that you fhal have it in
himielf, youfhal have all in himfelf. We havea
place in Ifaiah for the encouragement of the people
of God, inlfa. go. . ‘Fortlx’ng)ptiam]lmﬂbelpin
wain, and 10 mo purpofe, therefore bawel c:yed ¢oncer-,

< | nirgtbis: thely fPrength is to fit fhll.. Here they did;

depéndniuch upcn the Egyprians for. help, T bux;
faich God, youneed notﬁgonble youw felves. abou:‘,
thris; the By prians to help, Tbeir firength is to fis|
frtll. Thé word Strengtirhere ia the Original is E-;

bArm of the Lordy aveake . in #he ancient. dier, in

ypt; their Bpypsrisse (i flilly as in another pla
m Il,'a;ab STe e ,.Awa{i'&.gwalg, puton -ﬁrmg:%, %"

2ba




" What makes the waits of Chrifteafse. 71 7

the Generations ¢:{old, Art tbou not it that cut Ra-
hab, and wounded the Dragon, Rahab, thac by

moft lnterpretersisufed as a word thac comes of
Egypt, andfoin fome other. Scriptures the word
Rabab comes of Egypt, and fo in this place too,
Tne Egyptians fhal helpin vain, and to no purpofe,
cherefore have I cried concerning this, their ‘Rabab,
or their Egypt ssto fis fhull, that is, look what help
others would have from Egypt, you need not care
how Egypt fhal come to help you, youfhal fic ftil,}
you fhal have help in mein y our ficcing fil,you fhall
have an Egypt, allthe ftrength youfhould have in
Egypt yuThal bavein me, Be quiet and fic fil, and
wha-ever ftrength you think may be otherwaies,
1 will fupply in my felf, O! the holy fecuricy
thatthere is in the waies of God, and if there be a
holy fecurity in thofe waies, there muft needs be a-

bundance-of eafe in them. ..

A e :

Tenthly.:. These is abundance of eale in. the)
waies of Chriftinthis refped, becaufe chey makey
other shings eafie, that which will make other
things eafic,. ghac rouft needsbe calie, asghus, The.
waies of Chrift wil make hard things eafie, afflicti-
ons eafie; for afitiGtions come to let out thy fin, and
thy eorpuption: Angiisthere pot a greac deal of eafe:
in thar? When a manhath 3 fore and there isa greac|
deal of  corruption in that {ore, if ene come and|.
prick the fare,and.the-corruption comes ow, there}.
is agreat deal of-eafe: So here, aflitions-to Gods|:
people, they arebut as chat which cames ro-prick
their corruptions, and to ket out their-dins, and cheir |-
corsuptions, and that giveseafeto the foul, A mansy -
caking is eafie ro bim if he havg grace, the goingon|.
jn ones calling in & gracious m:oper is ealie, and |’
the goingabour avy, thing that.a map fets h.ilnffiif;as; :
: e,
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