LN

L

CHRISI

~ Invitin
SINNER S

To come to Him for

R E

Whereip is +ewed, EIRST.

t The Burden of Sin. .

3 The Burden of the Law.

3 The surden of Legal performan-
ces withtbe Mifery of thofe that
are snder them.

4 The Burden of (orruption.

s The Burden of Omward Afflicti-

o
SECONDLY, Chrif Gracionfly
offers to them that come to him,
"REST from al thofe Burdens.
Wherein is thewed
* whasitis te come to Chrift.
2 Thas Chrift rquives notbing but to
come to bim. :
3 Several Rules to be obferved in
inright coming te Chrift.
& Means todraw Souls to Chrift.
s That in coming to Cbrif God
Flmd beve us bave refpelt toour
elves. -
6 That thereis No RBST for fouls

S T.

out of Chiift; And the Re
therefore 5 with fome cemcla
fromit. ~ .
THIRDLY, There is fhew
t The Reft Beleevers bave fio
2 The deliverance from he
byCbriftisy 1 Privatively, ;
Jfitively.

- 3 Thé Refl Beleevers have fros

Burden of the Law by comi

g

4 How Cbrilf gives Ref? fron
Burden of Legal performance

s How Cbrift gives Reft fron
Burden of Corruption; where
[rewed bow Sandification
“Holinefs comes from Chrift
And encouragmentste come to
for Holinefs. -

6 How Cbrift gives Reft from
werd Aflictions.

7 Some Diretions bow to get
from Cbrift in Spiricual defer

B, JEREMIAH BURROUGHS, Preacher ¢
Gofpel & Stepny and Cripple-Gate,London.

Londen, Printed by Peter Cole, Printer and Book-f(eller, nd areto b

at the Sign of tbe Printing-Prefsin Cornhill, near

the Royall Exchang

1]
e 3639




"™
So

&



Agntmﬁ"”” \

- R . \ D - v

. . P S .. . . .,‘ R

. [T L U T S
. . - 5

GNOHMOOG&NO'OOO% Ot'&ﬂr}

Madddl oo 2L 1o 2 2 ’NQQM Lol L o

CHRIST

INVITING =~ '

SINNERS
coME TO “HIM

MATTH I, 28

(ome unto me al ye that Labor, and are|
f)ea])y lade, dnd I y:ﬂ give Jou 9{ ]l

CHAR . L,
‘u"berem, There’s 1. The: Dependarice'of this- 'verfe u ’wn
the fonher, with the Scopé of -the Holy Ghof berein,

|
f 2. The Meaning of the wordf L 'Ilae ‘Dmﬁon i.

xbexwfmto tbr\eeparm Sl

e ﬂAvmgzopeaedunmvwohu rp?;t Da&-:
. li% z““*“*’ of * Rrdanciluticr wgnth God in
3 ‘and ofithe: Wit df od Gad
dmlﬂhﬂﬁ t( h)mdkb ‘ﬁrm@ﬂ‘

3?*%%.{-« flenpextion arvice invedire,
;3md betchh m»hsﬁmw 3 khobgh chése

] veas. fanaipgdﬁfa}bndmltwhmu wnae L-could

.

* Seem;
Treatife
m2Cor

5.19,20



B vame
|

32

The Dependance of this verfe spon the former.

"|willingly havebandled: yet becaufe Iwould prefs on

whit hath lseéndelivered about our Reconciliation with

|God inChtift,. and urge it furcher witha fuitable argu-

ment ;. I have pitched upon this texe, wherein we have
fec forth the wallingnefs of Chrit to- be Reconciled ro
Sinners: anda moft gracious invitation of Jefus Chrift to
poor Sinners o come in unto him, chat chey mighchave
‘Reft for their Souls. A Text that breatheth furth no-

thing but mersy and goodnels co Sinners, a Heart melting
invitation. In Fer. 31. 12. we have a prophefie, that
Sinners fhal come and flow together ta the goodnels ; Qr
o the bountifullnefs, of the Lord, (as fonse of your books
have it) furely if there be any Scripture, that helds foreh
the goodnefs, and bountifulvefs of the Lord co Sinners,
{o as to melc cheir heartsthac they may flow untoiic, icis
this inthe Text. Thisinvitation of Chrift, Come unto
me, yethat are Weary and beavy laden, and Iwill give
youu Reft, is that which hath been the Comfort of many
a wounded Confcience, of many a troubled Sinner.
having faftoed upon ic, their Souls have been ftaied, and
they have been Ee from finking into the bottomlefs
Gulf of di(paire thereby. A Text that hath beenof as

eac ufe unto afliGed Confciences, as any inalthe
Eook of God ; If ever there were a Heart breaking Scrip-
ture, cercainly here ic is; Come untome, ye that are

|wweary and-beavy Laden, doc. Itis in ic {elt an incire fen-.

tence if we takecbe 28. verfe, andno more; it is ful of
abundance of fweetnefs, and filled upto the top with the
Grace and goodnefs of the Lord.. - But now, it you ab=
ferve the dependence of thefe wosds on the former, ( the
wordsthat go befoge) then. you wil fee, that there is in-

| deed, a foul facisfying fulnefs of M and goodnefs
- |in ¢he Lord, held forth from this m:‘:)’ l;)d :ho&gﬁ ma-
.| ny-of you ¢ 1 quieflion not . ) have bieaxd this Texc often

mcd 35 Gome unto me, yethatare weary and beavy
H

and I wil give you Reft zet (pethaps) few of

youh,a‘veobferved lngv chefe a coe in, and havea
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{weet dependance upon the former. If you compare'
thefe words, withchofe thac go befose, you thal fee, l:hu :
they ate very hearc breaking expreffions. What did
10!1:%& fay in the very verfe before? (1'll go no furcher.)
Althings (Gaich he) are delivered smto me of my Fu-
ther 3 and no man krowoeth the Son but the Fatber ; nei-
ther kptorveth any man the Fatber (ave the Svn, and be
to wbomnfoever the Son wil reveal bim ; (and then fol-
Jows) Cometo me, allyethat areweary and beavy la-
den, and I wil give you Reft. The Text feems to be fo
ful of {weerne(s alone, thatic is feldem obferved how chis
comesin afteriz. But now, wethould look uponthem
thus, and confider, chac they are the wards of Chrift,
Whoafter e had faid, Al chings acedelivered co me of
my Fachet,and no man knowech che Son buc the Facher,
&c. Immediacely faies, Oh! Come to me, allye that
mﬂmary and beavy Laden, and I voill give you
Reft- : o .
We may obferve in this dependance of che words on the
former, thefetwo things . L

1. Chrift faich, That al chings ace dalivered to him of
the Father, and therefore come tome ; this depends upon
the beginning of the 27.verfe. Allthiugs are delivered.to
me of my Fathar 5 asif Chrift fhould lay ; Be.icknown
umo yoy, poot troubled aflicted Sinners, thacmourne
‘under che weight and burden of your Sins, Ihaveall
ithingsch:liw: bythe Facher tcome, thacs, alche mer=| -
¢y, althe Riches of Grace, all the treatuces ; al the gaod- |
nefs and Grace chat is.in the Father 35 given tometodii~
 pence toyou, and dl powecisgiven to me of cthe Father
todogaod o poor troubled Sinners. Atd therefore come
to me, Oh! come to me yepoot troubled and afflicted
Sioners. . C e

2. Np man. kaows the Son butsbe F atber, neither
knoweth any man the Fatber, fave the Son, and be so
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"pobom the Non will reveal bit 5 that’-che fecond thing
obfervableinthe dependance, of thefe words on the for-
Jener : fagh Ghrift, thete i a moft: infinite corhmunion
betweert ik dnd my Father, -and 1 know fully whatto~
ever is inthHe mind of God the'Father, whac bis Heart is
towatds finners; I know what his thoughts have been from
al ecernity abour deing good unto poor Sinners : thece is
| a moft neet corijunction beeween me and my Father, and
T alohe can reveal the Facher co poor finners thac are in
darknEfs, theytan have God the Fathet made known to
them by no means, but by me, there s no way forthem.
to know, what is in the Heart of God thé'Father cowards
them but by me, and ctherefore,Oh ! Sinners come to me.
~ | Here is vhe dependance of the words upon the former.
i Etkewife confider whac follows. If the poor Thould fay,
| Oh | Meffed-Saviour, we are vild unworthy creatuves, we
| lie under che weight and burden of the guilt of our Sins:
{and fhal fuch as we come to thee? Yea, faith Chrift,
notwithftanding that, yec cametome. The word in che
'| Greek here hath an ew phafis beyond rhat which you have
in your Books ; itisnot Venice, thac isufually tranfla-
ted come, but adeffe; it isa word exhortatory, not a
meer word commanding, buc a word of Exhortation, as
one fritnd cals to mgﬁ’x& in a familiar fweec way, and
faies,- come hither : 1come to thee, Oh! blefled Savi-
our, (faith the poor Sinner) thou act che Holy one of the
| Father 3 thouart God blefled for ever, and how fhould

1beabletocometothee? now faith Chrift, I am meek,
axg d-:;m lowly, come [tle me, k:ndl wil lay no further
, upon you, ne-other yokeupon you, 1ammeek.
and lowl}?:?lnd I wil fhew m)}: et topt?: n);geuk and gentle,
and loving co you ; I wil not upbraid you; if youcome,
I wil not fay to you, as Feptba faid to the Elders of Gile-
tad, youdid hateme and caft me out, and why ate you
* | comeco me in your diftrefs? bue if you come to me, you
| fhal findxeft to your Soules, and be furechitt, whatfoever
yoke fival be laved unon vou. it thal bebut an eafre voke.

|

Kl
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and whatfoever britden fhial be layad upooyou, it fhal be
{buc-alight burden. - Anddnusyou heve che depettante
ofthe words, andthefcopeof sham, .. .. i ..

1 Now furcher for the meaning of them ; come to me,
|yethat Eabor. The word cranfluced bere [ Labor] i
(Ithink ) in fome of yqur books [ Weary] al ye thac are
weary.  And it fignifies a cucting Labor, it comes from

tion that 1s upon -ones {paric that i cucting s a cutting
tronble ; fomeimes it is 'ufed for any kind of troubls in
the world ;- asin Revel, 14, 13. ‘glcﬂ'ed-are the dead
wbich die in the bord, for they réft fromsbeir Labors
froma) chéwc crpubleand effigction ; Al youthac Labor
and are heavy Laden 3 che word comes from a word that
fignifies the Lading ‘of a$kip, fuch a loade that would

wotds. Youthatare undar fuch aflskions of fpirit,
ayou are even cut again 3 you that Labor under the
trouble, anguifhy and forrow of yopchearts.  And then
you that ave under {ucha burden, thac even wouldladea.
8hip ; thacisreadyco fink your fouls down into the
- {bocteru of difpaire; you thac arein fuecha condition,
come tome ; youthat can find no reft any where elfe,
comecome, and I wil give you reft. .Soshat here in

of ic.

1. The diferipfon of thofe wbom Chrift wouldin-
viteto bimfelf 5 wba_c-\kindpfmgle ithey are; or the
wodirion of fuchas 'rre iifitedand required to comeso
Chiifty vhe fubjedt, . Such or Laber, wnd are bravy

a
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22 Tbe foveet and grocious invitasion of Chrift to
ok 116G oo s e T coiie conie woushad do e

awoud that (ignifies to cues any kind of crouble or vexa- |

loada Ship : heavy laden, this is the meaning of the|

verf, 28, Youhave thefe chree chings for the divifion |-
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Of the burden of the Law in General, !

s. A Gragiows promife svto fuch as come unto Clm;f
that Clrift wil give reftuntosbeir Sous.  Thele are che
three chings in verh:20 . -
Rt the firfes 1(hdll-only fpeakof cha at chis cime ;
though the ocher£wo are the Chief thac ldointend. And

I (peake of the ficft oply, as making way unco che other
t\m':e"l that f‘ollov{‘. FOtyt’hc reafon why I chofe this fcrip-

| ture was to deaw the Soul uato Chrift, and to open the

viches of this promife of reft 5 to fhew whac reft the Soul
thal havein Cbrift that doth.come uato him.

|esatereriorvetrestts rtrsres

CHAP 1L

Containing a Deferiptionof themwhom Chrift invites
to come unto bimgobich is laid dovor 111 this doBrine,
- That they whom Ghrifk cals o come un-o him,are fuch
‘as Labor, and are heavy Laden. Whetbery1. Under the
buerden of the righteoufnefsof the Law. Or, 2. Under
. the-weight of their fins.Or,3. Under the dpomraf
dny corruption. Ory 4. Under any outward srouble,
or Afidion. - = e :
Ou that Labor and are Heavy Laden. Sothat her
the point is, o
. - » ’. ADOGI’ ’ o . ’
T hat thofe that Labor and ire Heavy Laden,
are called ¢oThrift, ~Suchas.( brift calls
are Stch.as Labor and are Heavy Laien.

YL .!;““ ‘SS-:"\ Loen

OO RN S N Yoo
‘ #1 - %4 -SuoR av Labon wnd ave Beaysbadeny:wijler the

bu den of the rightéosfuefs. of the Lam.a$o Cheoflom

Vcarries che text. Thofe thac heretotore have foughe



Of the burdenof the Law inGeénersl. =~ »

righceoudneds by the Lsw, and find ic very butden{om to
them 3 they:?nl.m toyling, and .llbox)!,ng', £o gec peace
and reft unco their fouls by che warks of the Law,buc find
themfelves cyred, fiol that peace and reft doth not come
that way, are eventoyled and tyred and do (as it were )
ftick in the mire but yet find no peace nor reft chat way.
Now faich Chrift unto them,come unta mejas if he fhould
fay 5 This is not theright way to get true peaceand reft
to your fouls, tothink tobringic about. by the works of
the Law ; youmay toyl, labor, performe duties, and not
! dare to do any thing againft your confciences ; be very
| fric in your lives, be ftciving to do more and more; And
ye this wil no: bringccue reft and peace unto your fouls ;.
you wil never have peace and reft through therighteou(- |
nefs of the Law 3 you muft have itby me. Tbere are
many whofe confciences God hath to enlighten, to
fee chat chere isan evil in Sin, that fin wil bring deach,
thac it doch endanger their {fouls of damnation ecernally,
they are convinced of this; and chat they might have peace
with God, is the ching cheir fouls doth much defire. O}
thac chey might have the pardon of fin,and peace with
God. O!char chey might have their confciences quieted ;
God doth awaken the coniciences of many menand. wo-
men, who yet have no faving grace ; and they fpenda|
geear deal of cime in laboring, and taking much painsco|
gectheir Confciences quiet ; chere is many that bavebeen |
divers yeacs. laboriog, and taking paines co get cheir con-
{ciences ta be quier,and mmt,%wu;. their confciences ever
7andanon wil be flying in cheir faces,8c troublipg of them,
andyecthey ave fuch pe,aplc,‘s as. dare not ¢commit apy!
known fin ; date not neglect any known ducy, are con~
ftant in prayer in fecret, accend upon the weords -And|
when{oever they beare of a,ducy  that they thould per=
focm, they, labor to fes upon it witha) cheis might; Sus a=|-
B! they feelLtcle fwesnefs and comforc i shei ducy 5
onlv confcience hales: them to ir. and tellsehem. thael
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T OftheBardon of the Law s Gewerdls

‘flyes in shei . Faces, and: relts! them tbéy muﬁ
rifh eenally , biid chey feek &cuﬂu !px
ic medm only by ‘the parfondum 10 Du-]
oies, and by chieir obediencecontie Liw, and fofesk itby
therigheeoulnefs of the Law 3 thats ttaecni)» way- ctm
they do take to pacifie thew Coufcrenbes, andgat reft and:
‘ s;‘ceuncozhel: foals. - Alas, ak chiswhilethey are la-'
ivg and oy lidg, bug cdnnoe doit; for wbdemm{aek
Rigiceoufuels by :che Law, it muft needs.be a' coyling
. hbbttbu will nec give rett, : |
R Tbanﬁ’Burdenoftbe Lam. o |

Fnrﬁ fI'be Lawgwe.r no fh engtb at all to enable -me
2o perform duties : and therefore cise Childcen of it muft
needs be under boodage 5 as Phraob™ Task-mafters
commanded {6 much Bmk to be made, but would afford
them nb flxaw, 1o tneans to do it. - Sc fome fec forch’
che bondage and Yervitude of ‘the Law., -commanding
ﬁieb things as ugwes no ﬁrength atalco pectocs,

B(uyou wnll (ay, I ‘im 'z Law of(}od 2

#Gfod fo bahd to bisiGréatiire a1 to command ma'. rvf:dcb
hagiw} walnmy wmform ? L.

[ROPRES IEPR It S Atk Veloat :
; .Anﬁw We ‘muft Jktmw, thac Gn:l did once give
ftrenptheo pesform Dugies: but ceréainly notw the Law
of God commends Duties; bt igives u 3hierrth to pes--
bmnmhems et s no ﬂ‘ée"ngt‘ﬁ ehability -5 Yo perform’
durci e imcibche Bpicie of Jetud € ¥ iloth-come jnts rhe!
Soub; Wwenay perfarm cheolitwand” pait? ‘of them, l'mc1
fiow-pecformduriesin fach a Ipiricus) tannér, that' &1
"oy id be fiicyble co-our heates, 048w bring éafe :md

Qe tinkebEk Mhimd’thuﬁmﬁé‘ do iéékidigee
mmweq?mJ@.t t @im war
ST ACSRPINENE HENTS DS TIRNY W) .
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The Second Buirden of the Law.,

Secondly : The Law requrires perfeté obedience in
every thing, and denounceth a Curfe againft him thac
doth not concinue in every thing thac is written in che
Lawtodoit. Now when menand women are feeking
gec reft to their {ouls by the works of the Law, they
perform ducies as they oughe 5 and therefore they
veno-reft, but chey feethe Law tocondemn them be-
caufe chey do not perform duties in a perfet manner
and yet they think cthey muft go on,anddoas welas they
can :- 1, buc ftill Confcience hath maccer to accufe chem,
of ; you have not done enough, you ftill come fhore, dnd
though you:do fome duties, you neglect other duties : -fo
thac Confcience hath them ac advantage every day, -and
they are continually under the bondage of an accufing and|
condemaing Con(cience, chacchey can have no reft to
- [thex fouls 5 chey perform dukies, ‘buc queftion with
Lthemll dvs,ofbowh;ll} ldo koow a;g“ the infinite, holy God
wil aceept of w t although they ma
quiet ::l: licele while, . yec Confcience comes %ﬁ
¥gain, and difgquiers them, and caftsfears and doulies into
their (ouls 3 - irifomuch that matly poor Creatures have
e feven, ot perhaps cwice feveri years under crouble of
cienge, and nover had any reft or peace; and yec
fill hv&F)ne on making Gonfcience of their waies, zut
withel il of fears.and doubts, left al fhould noc be wel
withthepachat, = - .

And befides, Whiles the foul goes on to feek quietand
teftby the worksof che Law, there i an unjicstablenel
{Yesween thedutiesshat are performed, and the beart of
fisch a man or womin 5 fochatthe very works that they
do, and ducics they perform, are grievous and tediousun=
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tothem, I,but now faich Chrift, O ! Come tome,fuch
asthefeare 5 Is there any &f yGu'thankiavehad your con-
fciences troubled, and have defired, O ! thac theremight{
}be peacd bérween God and my foul, that I might haveaf-"
furance of Gods Love ! what couife have you taken to
~|get it? have you noc foughe to bring it about by the
_ fworks.of che Law,.and have thought 1o get reft and peace
to your fouls thac way ? Indeed, it is betcer.cogo onthat
- |way, than inthe waiesof tin 5 but to think to-haye reft,
and peace thac way, t'a-ha greac deal more evilin it thap
you areawareof 3 if :nen fhal think to quier chemfelves
that way, and rhereby put off the Righteoufnefs thac
comes by Faith, they may come to be hardenpd before
they be aware. But is there any of you thac: pse feeking | °
reft and peace unco your fouls in fucha way by the righ=
teoufnefs of che Law ? faich Chrift, know, Thatthisis
not che way for you to have reft to-your fouls ;- it’ true,
youmuft abkain from fin, and perform duies; Q! buc
if you would have reft o your fouls, you muft come ty
me, it is by the fouls rowling of it feif upon the perfect | -
righceoufnefs chac chera is in Jefus Chrift, thag only can
being true reft unto the foul. -Many a poor finnet chac
.| hath been feeking reft many years, hach. not gor-it3, biae
{when the ‘Lord hath been pleafed to come in-witkeane |
. | promife of che Gofpel; feccingic home:upon-their fouls;
they have got more reft and qufettotheir foulsinone
day, yea, in one hour, than they did before in many
| years 5 chere isa great deal of arcand skil togecreft and
' auie: to che foul chac istroubled. The Gofpelisamy-
ery in this thing; and when God acquaints the foul
with che myftery of the Golpe] in rhis thing, theu reft
comes on in a fweet and gracious manner.  It’strue, icis
. |the hardeft ching in che world for coclofgwith Chrift,and
toget true eafe and reft to the foul, it 1s hard, in g felf
til God pnakeknown che myftery of Faith.¢o:che foul,
but when thac is done, then the {oy} finds abundance: of
leafe andreft, and ehac ina lictle while, -As it is with a
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manthat thinks.b{:uin ftrength to do fome wotk tha
indeed can only be done by Skil and Art; he may be}
toyling, Jaboring, and tiring himfelf; buc yet cannor]
do it ; whereas adother min that underftands the mifte-
ry.of it, hecomes in,; and ina litcle time by his skil and
art can do that with eafe, that the other man was toy-
ling and laboring about, aJong while and yet could not
doit. Asyou know inal Tradesthat have a miftery in
them. You that are Navigacors that undecftand the
miftery of thac Art; ifany unskiiful man fhould conge,
and l;iink to do-fome of your work by hjs main
h; be may {aborand toyl evenrhis Heart out, and
oot do that work that you cardo eafily in a Iitele time.
So many poor Souls are laboring, and toyling that thdfe
eroubled Souls of theirs mighe be buequict; theyare
laboring, and they wil perform duties, and faft, and
pray {o many times ina day, 2nd fo go onin a tirefome
, ' whereas after the Soul comes to be acquaiated
:gldnmi{hty of the Gofpel, that it hears the voice
behind bim asit werefaying cometome. Asdthe Soul
being itmbled to anfwerto the cal,and o cometo Chrift;
iz doth mow perform daties as much'as ic did before, and
makesconfcience of them as mnch as itdid before, bat
now they come to do them in another masgerthan shey
&id before,. and;they come to be eafie to them: aver. that
they ‘were before, and they come to have reft.to their
Souls ‘notwithftanding: ¢beir .imperfeQions in duties.
When you went to prayer ; indeed fomeimes whenyour
Hearts were much inlarged in Prayer,and your thoughts
were taken up . wholly with thé duties that you were
forming ; then you thought you had fomte comfort,
E:'t‘when“yon'bad any wandring thoughes ind difteadti-
ons in Prayer, - ther you rofe up with 2 mighty troubled
Spific,: and could have noreft:althe day long. : Now
when you come 0. be a¢cquainted’ with the miflery of.
God in Chrift, though thexebemany. impesfe@ions: in:
yourduties, yet then you fhal find reft untoyour Souls,|
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| conre to be mote clearly openttt whwn we come to thas:

the weight and bawden of their Sins s The trouble of
'| Comfcience that is mpop them for their Sins, thisisane-

) e . i . e,
Of thebundin mmmmfammﬁy
potwithftarnding all your MM - Butthar wit

[and I wil give you. reft’} Thofe that Fave kibored un-.
der the righteounfnefs of the Law, and find it voylfome
nndacmi' burdenfom tothem ; Chrift calls them to
come to him that they may have né.. :

Tbe Burden under Sin..
s Thofithat labor and ave biavy laden snder

therthing, befidesthe righteonfnefs of cheLaw. The
‘other lsborwas from under duties, but this lsboris from
the fenfe of tho weight, and burden of Sin; and weare
to know that this m 2 great labor, and barden.  Oh )
when the Soul comes to be under the burden of fin, ic
works to purpofe; it labotsthenindeed. The thoughes
they gather together, and confcience being: swabened |.
makes a grest difturbance, and cauleth fears snd trem
blings in the Soul, the heart of a'man o womasdthet was
before flugifh, dull, heavy, and dead:; when God ¢comes
- make it to be fenfible of theevil of Sin, themitis quic-
Janed, enlivened, and working. Youthat Lsborand |
'sre heavy Iasden; youthat feel the weighvof Si ‘
‘youwr Souls, and know sot what in the worid vode ;-
Come you to me (faith Chrift) and I'will. give yose

3 4
Lot

© . s Theskrdenof Coruption. . .
| Thindnt, Yone that habor seader the porver-of ay Cors|
reeption s, Not only undee the Gasit of your Sins, bws
undet the pszver of Corfugtien, ' that . feel .yoxx Sisa
iftrong in yow; and you wopld fain get the. mafteryof
hmu . Wou that carryebdne with you fuch a weightas

mxikes you: ¢0:cry-outumich Bc. Pasd, O | -Hiretched
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man, or Weman that Lam, who foal debiverwee frem|
this Body of Death? You that would fain overeome|
shofe ftrong Cosruptions that ave in.yow, and itisthe
burden of yeur Souls that you cannot overcome
shera.  Cometome (faith Chrift)and Iwil gine you reft,
from them alfo. Firft, you that iaber under the busden!
of dutiesand find chem toylefome. Secondly, you thae
lsbor under the guiltof Sin, and find your Souls per~
plemed by it. Thirdly, You that labor under the power
amy cosruption and cannot overcome it. Come to me arid.
1wilgiveyou Reft.. And then. R C

The Buvdenof Affittion, |

Fourthly, Yow that labor umder any ontward trouble
{or Affliion inthis werld. - ANl you thavareinanyfad
cendition, that have any burdens upon you outwardly ;)
ifyou come to Chrift he wil eafe you ofthem; though
perbape be will ot take chem from you, ‘though you
may be underthe sfflitionas before; yevyou fhil have
Jaulufchtbem. . Have you anygwdndwers.
|oy 2 Have you any Barden inyour Children # Have you |
burdeaimyour Yokefellows > Orbutdenby reafon| -
uahpﬁiﬁBo'd‘y? if you will bave reft, you muft .
@ for it to Chitft. - Many when they are underany|,
outward afitiQion, thc:g:uofneﬁe‘rﬂm;t»cinm’e '
for reft.. | Oh ! if 1bad but good friends, Ithouldbe
s orifl drﬁznﬂﬁ:bﬁmwib‘g we‘:; B:ndt s
ifthy povertydid worku rbeast kindly, itwould|
drive/thee 0 Thyift, 2 .mhnsheuo“la;,’ traé Tam{
posrin bhis bue these is everighs'in Cheift 10
make me Rich; there is mercy sueugh:in Chiill to
make my life comfortable, to make me whoam for the
prefentina mifenble(iondgi:;n,hl:;pﬁ forevgl.l »'I"tl\of:-. -
frdgioBy outwardly, u to Chtift, if |
mrmemdiddﬁnzyhm to Chtill»gi:wme 1.000d

—g—
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"0 the barden ander-the gadlt of g

| it was that which preffed dowa the Angels to Hel tobe
| veferved in-Chains of darknefs; it was that which preffed

~ | igthagchaeharh been d greas weight and burden upon

figne that the'.Lord did Sandifie their poverty unto

‘Now becanfe sl thefe Burdens; if they were handled
diftipQly.  The Burden of the righteoufnefs of the Law;
The bugden-of che fenfe of the guilt of fing theburden of
e pawer of (in;And tlie Burden of odtward affi@ions in
this:world. ‘To open thefe fully, and to fhew how Chrift
‘cals-thofe that are urider thefe to himfelf, would take up
mpgch. timej: therefore T wil pitch upon the Seconddt
'prefent and handle that.more throughly ; and gha is the
laboring under the burden of the guilcof Sim. . - -
Youthat Labor under the burden of the Guilt of Sin,
|Come to me and 1 wil give you ‘Reft, 1wil not here ftand
to epen unto you, what the burden of the Guilc of Sin

is ; then I fhould foon (lipinto an argument,

. See wmy -that I have at large beretofore opened:to
 Treatife-of. you, ount of.the Evil of fin; only thas
the Evil of much let us know, that of al burdens in the
Sin.- © . world, the burden of Sin, it is the
oy .ugreateft; it is chae that .is a burden to
the very fpicic.of God. : Ged cormplaines that beis.
‘preffed undec ic as ¢ Cact.is prefled chatis ful of theaves;

dowa Chsift; and-made him fweat drops of Blood. And

‘many thopfsnds of Gods Saints 3 itis thacthicehe dam- '
‘oed ia Het lies ander now; and o ft dofo eternadly;

- Cutfing, Blafphemingof God. Icisithat chitmakes che

ig.hole_ crqatﬁos‘gl:faioa&;nd ;mtl :'p‘:‘i'n.: Hop;m
e ghsly and m of dt, « en
B hosh/ay s mpon 45 Sowl (a0h e 6ot dotiriied
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Tbe Burden under Sin, laid open in nine Partick-
_lars. 1. When the Soul not only apprebendetb,
but s fenfible of the Envil of Sin in the reality of it.-
2. Finds all the comfort that did attend Sin before |
toanifb and come to notbing. 3. Looks uponit'
felf m loatbfome, and is in Some megfure bowed 10 |
God. 4. Trembles attbe leaft thoughts and Temp-
tations to Sin. §. Feel Sin beavieft, whereit is
indeed beavieft. 6. Feels the weight of Sintabe
, Juch, ae that no Creature is able tq remove it.
. .7+ Hadratber beunder any burden, . then the bur-
.+ . den.of Sin.. - 8. Doth notwithfianding the weight
 thereof juftifie God. . 9. Doth not lie fuullenly, and
.. difpair under ity but attend for dire@ion from
_ - Gody bow it may befreed shere from. c
P.N,Qw youthat are Burdened: wich Sin,; and labor un-
. der this; youate thofe that Chrift calls ca himfelf
tecome to him that you may: have reft unto your Souls.
| Foctheopening of this, 1fhal fhewyou. - . -
.Futt, I}ow the Soulis busdened with Sin in.a tight
ways : foas Jefus Chrift looksupan i¢,. and-doth mvite it
- ¢ some to him, ' How .che Soulis wrought upan, and
- | whac 'ic feels in che bucden of Sin, thatis here fpoken of,
chat Chrft dorh cal ynte himfelf forto receive seft.
Secondly, Why i is thag, the Lord wil have the Soul
. | burdened fox fin. ' . T ,
Thirdly, Upon what ground it is, that Jefus Chrift
* Ytpth fuch adefire to haveche Soul comeinto him, and
@othinvitethe Soul. Andfoapplyice |

™AL
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Forthe Frft, You thacace weary, and heavy laden.

. || Ghrift invites che heavy laden; [beavy laden] what is

thac?

-

Thefisft Burden of Sim.

Ficlt, Thofe notéons, or tmib: that before lay oa-f'
e it svere in the ;mderﬁanding; Thofe tm£x of

|God, and apprehenfions of the evil of 8inthac fay before
'| as it were aloft-in the underftanding of a man ; now the

Lord caufer them to fink down withinthe beart, And

| doth prefs the eval of Sin theSoul, making the foul
|now, no:onlywamuhend, but to be fenfible of Sin, of
‘| the evil of ity in ¢

reallicy of it3 icfeels ¥ fay, thofe
truths that were but hovering in the underftanding before,

"| now to fettle upon che hearr, and co prefs theheare with

thereal apprehenfionof fin s faith:theSoul;, Iheard tal-
rkinig ofic e,and Fcould fpeak of itbefore; tienow
‘I feel it 3 now faith the foul, thole chings chat wereas no-

| tionsbefore are che greateft realities that are in chie world ;
the Lord prefleth them down upon the heart (o as they

ate heavy upon the Soul, fo heavy astobe crufhedasic

'| were under chem 3 now al thofe vain reafonings, al chofe

vain hopes, thofe thiftings that before the Soul had for¢o

}quiet ic {elf, chey ate now quite cruthed under the ceal

apprebenfions of fin. 1f there fhould bea Mill-ftone
on cheground, and a few light chings put on the cop of i,

{and an ocher-Mill-fione'thould be let falupon them, it

would even grind chem €0 pouder ; fo befote there were
vain Hopes, and vain résfonings in the heart, "But when
God caufeth chofe truchs and the realities of them to
prefsuponithehéarr, it cruthechal thofe vain Hopes, and
vain reafonings conething \ o

: - B R PO S
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. Jfinopened in Jeveral pqrtiqula;f;. |

The Second Buwden of Sin.

Secondly, The foul that finds al thofe Comforts thas
did antend fin_before, to vanifh and come to notbing 3
there is fcarce any man or woman in the world, or very
few fo vild as to delight in fin, meerl becaule it is fin
without any other confideration ; buc fin as ic hath fome
comfores attendingupon it, is pleafmg unto the heares of
men;as now there comes in perhaps fom gain orpleafure to

men, and thac gives content co them; but whenche heart is
huxdzn’d with fin,the Soul feels fin fo weighty,as it is fen-
fibleofit, asa dreadsul evil notwichftanding al the com-
fores thac doatcend ity Al the comfortsthatateend up-
on fin do vanith and come tonothing 3 now the Soulcan
take no further contentiment in any thing thac comes. in
by fin; 8 that is che fecond ching;it is fo burdened with fin
as iccan rake go. cancepument with any thing thac comes
inby fin 5 whatfoever gain cames in that- way iccafts it
off : or whatfoever plea%uxe ot other feeming accomodati=
oh fin is accended with, the foul looksupon themal wich

Tbetbzrd ‘Burdm of Stm ,

Thn‘dly, The Soul thai is burdned with ﬁn dotb fo
the weighe of it, astbatthe backis bowed don and
zrtd. a:lmﬁ: makes it loak upon ic felf asawzld and
athfam Creature,and fitto be dealt withal asa vild and
loachfom’ creature ; i is burdened  fo, as tbe heaic
ﬂmfom:mea(ure urced wich i, - .

L Tbefqﬂﬂh&rémfw o

Lt
,‘.., i

cd wi ﬁn, mtbam rior
't""‘““ m@c Qf{‘bo tof ﬁn, or tempmtion 10 fin
.;.,. _that if it ﬂloq _willingly' comit any furme?
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| known fin, that it would foad unto the burden, af chat

it would piefs the foul down'to ecernall mifery : itisfo
that it dares not ad any one fin more, as faras

[iccanat leaft, it is afraid of adding any mote fins Jeaft one
| deore fhould fink icto Hells ‘

| Tbe Fift Burden of Sin.
‘Rifdy, The foul Feels Sinbeavieft where indeed it is

Y beavieft, when it s rightly bordened, i Feekéit beavy,

becaufe of the wrath of God that 7s due t0'it 5 Bur icis
moft heavy becaufe it 1s agamft the Infinit ‘Holy God; and

feule of righteoufnefs; there lieth che

‘weight of al, that by it Thave Scruck at che  Seetbe trea-
infint holy God, and bin an enemy to him,  tife of thee-
‘as you have had opened to ymb::dl:g:l. wil of fm.

| Now when che heart is cruely

withfin, icfeelsSin beavieft chere, as it isagatift Sach
rathonor fromme.
Tbe fixt Burden of Sin.

Sixtly, When the héart is truely burdened, with fin; i¢
isfo burdened,and feels fuch a weighe, asitcleatly appre-

| aninfinit bleffed boly God, that i {0 infinicely worthy of

‘' hends thatno creature in heaven or earth is able to remove

anchake it away,ic is made fo fenfible of the weight of fin,
that it feels Sapprehends it felf to lie under fuch a weighx,

'{asno Creature 1n Heaven or Earth s able to take away,

&if there comes noc fome power beyond the power of any

 |Creature,here muft 1 lie downe and be preft ecemaliy tn-
. | der chis weight. ~ As fuppofe a poore man Should lieun-

der agreivous burden, in fome ditch-or the like, and
there comes it bea childeohim, or there flies ﬁi\f{d
s

| over him, or therétunsa dog by b ; ‘Bue alas, ¥

wich himffelf, Tmay lie Jong enoughmoswithfianding 41

thefe, chere muft come fome oche: ngth tohelp me,
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Jinopencd in Jecveral parsiculars.
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bucden of Sin, and thinks, Lotd whata burden have [
bto my felf under, fogreacthat ifalche men inthe |

s o althe Angels inheaven ﬂmxldcqmecama:hey :
cammhelpme they may good words tome b |
they cannoc help me,ic is only the ighty power of god
that isable to helpme: now the foul fe ﬁnm fome puz-
pole, when onca it feels that chere is nocreated powe,
vo finite power but only the infinic power of the greac gzd

that canhelp ity -andgweiceale. -

. Tbe feventh ‘Burdm of fin. .

Seventhly, And then inthe oext phct.. tbe fou! thag
iscruly tp:dened with finbad razher te 1 tho sfandsives
barve any bur den upon it then the burden of fin shere was
aumedn: fin was delightfuligme, bytnow I wonldsar
ches have any burden ugon me then. thisy I did: before
¢chiok, thar thofe thac wanted che comfom of the créanuse,
and were owwardly poose; and meas,, Were milerable,
ber sow bad I al the aucward milesiey in che world: upon
my back, -] bad.ratber bear chem al then ebis busdeny |
hvuﬁak much aflition inmy dayes, busthiskurden and
shig weight,, -ismefh greivousand heavaefhiof al, Old. i
che loed would bus taim off shis weight, and this burden
frocume,, lot bisn lay whac weaight: a hmdampmmbo

or elfe I must furely pesith ; Sothe foule lies under the -

L'&L Thmshlwthnmghqubumxedmthﬁuu
mwﬁw;ﬁm |

&gbhh&' ‘ A@m,‘l'bmgb irfeelsmuch mglu of: ﬁnupn
onic, Tetin al thie it FufifiesGods ancrdbthnos: thick
bacd thoughts of God notwithftanding the heavy hand
of God s upon him. Its crue I teel Gods heavy
| band is me and prefleth me fore but yet Gods band
is juft, xghteous in al chis 4 lec him have gloty

(W rbecoms of me, for the cruth is, L have btoughq
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Of the burden'of the Guil of .. ?

g

" |in Defpare, under its burdan, asa beaft while it is unng?f

'| Sins of my youth chey Jie heavy now upon my foul, my

|chere beany fuch as chefe, Know, that thefe are they

|8aith; Coimeto me yee that arethus weary and
| Laden and I wil give you reft, A
. N . \ . .

this burden upon my felf; there wasa ume that I heaped
up one fin after another , as if Icould never have had
‘weight enoughi upon e, but now I find itheavy,Oh! the

lying and Swearing, Aad'the Lofs of my time, and my
Saboth-breaking; Oh! ehe Lord is righteous in al has
waies. - And in chis manner doth the heart work that is
burdened in Stich a way as the Lord doth intend good une=

to. ,
The Ninth burden of Sin. -

Ninthly, And laftlys chough it be under fucha]
burden asis almoft intollerable Yet it is not Sunk down{

a burden, for a liccle while it wil le and firive undét
it, bucafterwards ic wil lie down and-be fullen snd'die
under ic. But now chofe chat are burdened wi in fuch
a manter asthe Lord doth ufe to prepare theffeart for his
Sonnby ; they feelthe weight indeed -of ¢, but fo feél
the we ﬁtﬂas they hbo;:-k::;t m;alm are yet :lci:
cive and firring and working, ing ftil upon an
gc&ionubat:;‘god hath-togive them out of his md,ﬁm
hearts do keep active and crying vo God and waighting to
know.what themind of God s towards them, and are
willing to do any thing that God fhal require of them,they
do not lie Sullen and dead as it were under the burden of
their 8inns, Now if chere be any Soule in chis condicion
refled in the nine parciculars before mentioned, if

that Chrift doth ina more efpecial manner cal unto, and
beiny
P . PR i | |
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. CHAP. 1V,

Two Cautions touching the Burden of fin, 1. That
"t38 no condition of tbe Covenant of Grace. 3 That
it dotb not intereft the foulin Chrift, nor give it reft
mbiz. Whereunto certain Gonfequences are an~

F nexe .

}N ow lmuﬁla}"downtwo ﬁautiom before I come
togive the Reafonsof the Point,

b, Youwillfay, What do you fpeak of thefe
bnrqd:n]u, of the neceffity o}' the fouls being bg:dened witjl;
the weight of fin, that 1t may cometo CbrTforeafeand
reft 2 furclytbere is nofuch tbing required.

JAnfw. Tothatl anfwer, Thatat chis burden of the
foul for fin, #s noc any Condition of the Covenant of

tion bucbeleeving in Chrift 3 it isnoc Jooked upon as a
COmfltim ' ' e

- In the fecond plice, you muft know, That all chis
burden of che fonl for fm, i doth not intereft che-foul in
Chrift, norgive ic reft in Chrift. I may be thus bur-
_ {dened for fin, yet except 1 do beleeve indeed, thac there
be ana& of farth béyond this, I thall noc obcam reft.

burdenéd for fin, to- chink, becan(e we.are burdened,
thereforé we fhal be pardoned' and aved; we muft not
lay che firefsand weight of our faich, upon che feeling the
rweight of our {id, that which we muft picch our faith up-
‘foh; ‘1 nodt our touble; the trouble of eur fouls for our
fénis 5" Btk thofe croubles chat thie foul of Jefus Chrift

~ooco 3

B8 LM BINS, |

Grace, thagmuft begranted ; there is no other Condi=|

| Then hence, we muft not ground our faith upon being| -
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~ fuffered for fin, Itis anote of great ufe, and I befééch
ou obferve ic; you muft know this, That when your
are troubled for fin, youmuft not thiak that chis
# the Condicion of the Covenant of Grace's nor you
muft not make chische ebjeft of your faich, as to think
thus, becaufe Iam thus troubled, therefore I may be-
1leeve that vy fim is pardoned, no, I mufk noc pitch my
ith upon my own trouble, but uponthe up_ugte of Je-
fus Chrift 5 chole aroubles char the foul of Jefus Chrft
didvendure by way of fatisfadtion. . ;
. Fuft: Then hercewill follow; That it is not agy de-
'gree of trouble for fin, how much toever one hach been
| cranshalpd for €in, o how: litele foever: char givesthem in~
scereft, or noc intereftin Chrift.  Ifay, ic s.not the méa.
"fure of it 3 for certainly if we could come to Chirift with~
. out arty burden-or fapee of oyr fin ;- if ic were poffible
thac we could cometoChrift ( Liay) withoutany (uch
being bucdened for fin, we might 3 But becayfe that Jelus
Chaft doth woik:ypan the heart 1n a rational way,
as a racional Creature, although he doth work above
- | Renfon, andiconveys fupernacutgl Grace that isheyond
| Bealon ; yee fill be dorh work upon the heagr asa Ra~
sianal Creature. Now thegefoce. the work of Reafon
| uftbe magde fabfesvient co che work of Gods. Gnﬁ: .

ufually, when the Lord works upona foul,

he
! uleof thework of Reafos, tamake thac. fublécviene to
! che Wik of his Grace. Non,becan,l"epoaiinh:gm
;to_t Saviot, but hg mufk kpow whag need he bathof a
' Savior.; thesefare if. | come to Cheifk asa Sawior to fa
my foul fsom {in, 1muft apprebend what fin. is; chac I

)

l%%&&f‘m ck upooche fou) aya Racio-

: H WOEK,

: pal Creature, chen he makes ufe of chis g be:';mno
,ftepthe foulia thecowrfe of fins. ﬁn&nm ﬁm
earoane Toabie O the L s o foct a8 4
‘CASCRE A8 L wene, i gV ~N
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the former particakars..

foul is ftopped, and doth not run in thac full ftream of
wickedneisas it did before, and that is one good means
to help che foul cowards Chrift, the very ftopping of i
in che courfe of fin. : :
Thirdly : This is the means in a Rational way to make
the foul atterd toany call.of Chrift, for before Chrift
may call to finners out of his Word, Come to me, and
beleevein ine, buc cthey ‘o nox feel the bucden of deir
fin, sndtherefore they do'nocrome ; ifa menbeundera
tieavy burden m adark nighe, ifhe hears the leaft noife
| of ¢he feet of any man,then he coresouc forhalp.  So chey
{oul under the heavy burden of fin, doch rejoyceto hear
of any direttien out of the Wioed co comero Chrift,
Fourthly : The {oul comes to prize mercy, and mer-
will cake a deep impreflion upon ¢be heart that is bur-
! gued; whon'the beart sbucdened wirh 6in.3 Oh, how
dear, and {weet, and precioas;are mesciesdeen.
Fiftly : Andfurcther, When the foul is burdened with
fin, itisina Rational w?ptépﬂréﬂ)b take the yoak of
{Chrift. Before it did caft it off, buc now feclingfin to
bea heaﬁeri:‘::mthzy ogher'v;ha;iﬁ:m, it ismore
prepared sot 1 goe yokeof- Chift ; now
ﬂtmxheﬁ:ﬂs:m chis bn:dnn,.{iwnan'iﬁ wllsin

=

1abuzden. - S S
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The Rgaj&m of the former ﬂo&rme. -
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N CHAP. V.

fﬂoc Wﬁml of tbeformer SDoﬁrzm. I.. Cbnﬁ batb
. all mercy inbim, 2. Tbe end wby be camemta
.. the. world, was togivereft to burdened fouls. 3.
Cbrﬁhbszelf was once under (ome kind of this
4 ‘Heutobmtbeglory ofaa tbe eafc

.wbxcb ngmm tofmuew. e e

T He Third thing is, Reafons why Jefus Chirift doth
deﬁte and invice fouls co come o hims .

" REASON L 1:;1'1'

Fxrﬁ Becaufe thac all is ngcn w Chnﬁ; Chnlt
hachall themercy of the Facher inhim; for che fulnefs
.of the Godhead dwels in him; and cherefoce he mu(ﬁ
needs picty fucha foul.. Thereis a Lawiin ‘Demronmy,
That it a Beaft be under a burden, and ready to'

God requires that you thould not withdraw your felf
from the Beaft, though it be the Beaft of your Enemy,
buc cohelpit. Now if God would have us co be fo mer=

| ciful C who have buedro én of mercy inus,) when we fee
| a beaft,and chat of our

nemies, under a Burden, Then'
furely the Lord Chrift chac hath che fulnefs of the mercy
of the infinice God in him 3 when he fhall fee an immor=

| cal foul under fuch a burden, and ready to perifh, and it

cries to him for Help, cucamly Chrift will eafe and
helpthat fouk {

REASON
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|7 TheRedf #.of ‘the fonvsér Doflfine.
L RBASONGL Do,

‘on purpofe,: Chrift was anointed and fentfor thavend
30 bind up the broken hearted and give them eafe;
€hritt is defigned by God the Fasher fos ahis vary work,
;‘:‘:‘bﬁf@nkﬁ wilda it; -heis.appeiated by Gnd the
Father for to eafe burdened Seals, irimhiswork ; there-
fore whea Chrif} fees any poor foul burdened under fin,
faich Chrift, here is work for me; He came nottp cal

shac 1 came from Heaven fow, itis the very bufinefs that
1 was fent from my Facher todo; jtjis the work my Fae
thcifgacmmoshewqcld.foy. L T

" REASON IIL |

4

He woas made fin for us, So theScripture faithin the
2 Cor. 5.-21. He was made Sin; Chrift had the weighe
of al the Sins of the Ele@ upon him, and did feel what;
the weight of in was, CMift hatli experience whatit
#s- to be burdentd with fin, and wich the wrath of God

with his Face apon the ground and fweated drops of;
blood then he was under a great burdea. Chrift had the
%;:lt burden of mans fin upon him, and of the wrath of|

thar wos dweto.mansfin, -and, e had.ic-npen him

waderis ; somstinly ho cuaes bug pity ;peos; byrdened
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i, Secondly, Weknow thatChrift came into.the worM |

sbe Rigbteons, but fmners to Repentance, Here is.thay ,

Thirdly, Chrlft Bimfelf once felt fome burdén of this |
kind, and he knows what it is to be burdened with Sin,{

the Patherfor fine  Certainly when Chrift lay greveling | .

el be fweaeundetiv; Now Chrift himfelf baying beeal

’
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| Boantbly, Teis Chri that s to hive thie Glory of the



T R ey

26

" The dpplication wherein fowners

- Glory in this toal eternity. When al the poor burdened

| and fhal be acknowledged before God and his Angels.

fin,that goes under the Loa it;Chaift cals to that Soal

cafe of fin, and thofe fouls thatare burdened for fin, if
ever they have eafe; theiwil give the Lord Jefus al the
Glory. Now firft Chrift havingal the Mercy of God
the Father, and being fentinto the world to bind up al
broken hearts, and having experience of the burden of'
fin. And fourthly knowing that he fhal have al the
G,lo:x, in delivering #nd eafing of Souls; certainly
Chrift doth account it worth al'his fufferings, that he
might have the Glory in e’aﬁng of troubled Souls, ds
many Chyrurgions account it to be their Glory, to bave
the Honor of curing defperate cures ; the 1.'03 efus wil

Souls that ever he did eafe fhal be broughe before him,

Ob | here are thofe, many thoufand Souls that were un-
der theirburdens, and were readyto perith and Ihave
eafed them, and here they hal reft from al their labors
for ever.; Chrift cals Sinners upon thefe grouds.
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CHAP. VL
-HAP. VL

The A ' ) ";ation, EBxborting Sinners to come unto
" Chrift,’ with Anfwers unto certain Objettions.

 APPLICATION,

N for aword of Apglication: doth Chrift cal for
. burdened Souls;to come to him that they may bave|

reftThen thofethatare burden’d fhould- harken to what
Chrift faith in this Congregation this morning ; Is there
any poor foul chat is ready to perifh under the weight of

to cometq him, Itwerea grievous thing for Chrift to
- ,.,.',,“ TR ‘u‘:‘,jcoﬁe
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are Exhortedto come wnto Ci brift.
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_ | comeand cal intofucha Cagegt:t“ion, and chere thould'

benone there.  Nay, Ieannotbuc think,: there may be )
many inchis Congregation that thal hear che cilof Cheift,
}Chrift many times cals where chere are none toanfwer:
wemay fay in this cafe asour Saviour Ghrift faid inane

So we may fay, the harveft of fin isgreat, bue theLa-
borers under the burden of Sin, sre but very few : many

pbut they do as the Pharifees did, caft heavy burdens upon
ochers, buc they themfelves wil not touch them
with oneof their finpers. 8o many would caft the bur~
den of fm upon Chrift, but they will noc feel it them-
felves. O! let me(peakto you , Whac Chamber, or
Clofer can witnef(s thac you have been fending ftrongcries
unto God, asbeing under thac grievous burden. A beaft
if it liesunder a burden, it wil roar and cry ouc for belp,
80 certainly if your fouls were preft with che burden of
fin, chere would be mighty cries to God to eafe you of
thatburden : But to moft people in the world, fin is ve-
ry light : Well, know, That as Chrift himfelf fele finto
be a heavy burden, fo one way or ocher they muft feel ic,
either here, or heteafter ; but bleffed is thac man or wo=
man, that feels che weight of fin while be may be delive-
red fram ity that be be not hereafter preft under the
weightoficc. We read of Pharoab, when the le of
iirael came for eafe, he bids them go totheir $
thac, that he did unjuftly, Chrift might do to many

righteoufly hereafter, when you upon your fick beds, or
deach beds hereafier, fhal cry for meecy, Chritt may fay
to you, go to yoft’nﬁ:urdau 5 wl::d::;y tbingﬁof tfl}e
Woed came to upon your you caft it off.

O ! tsadan p?mConmon, when men and women
cannot only {in encugh : but now when any truth of God
fhould lay fin upon cheir hearts, they caft it our, and they

acher, . the harvett isgreat, but the Laboversarebuc few 3| |

chere aze that would caft che burden of fin upon Chrift, |

ink hardly of cthofe Truths of Ged chac would come
bind their fins 0 their’ Confciences. ‘and fo' burden
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| thofe thac dre burdened ,Ghift cals them to him chat they

{Spirits wich all the aggravations we can, and to joyn

|aremoft kke cofink uaderit;s now can yoy think thas

thofe that are utwilling, and are forced to be burdened,

| with Siny and why ? becaufe the props ace taken away 3

‘them with chair fips 3- buc i thould be ocherwife withus. |
1€ thofe chettbe thus laden wihcheir fins, be thole that
Ohsift dothrcall to him,: we fhould not chink fobacdly
of thofe Truchs of God thae doth reveal che evil of fin un-
sous, butrathet letus joyn with thofe Truths:of Ged,
and lahar w burden our own hearss 3 for you fee that

mighe bave reft 5 there is no othes bnwdens. thac we aseao |
bxing upod -our felves, buc racher feek to avoid them ;
buc as for the burden of fin, we are to burden our heareés
wich thar, and co labox to lay our {ins to our hearts, and |
to prefs them there, and to charge chem upon curowa

with the work of Gods Spiric, when the Spiric of God
.comes to lay fin upon thefouly <o joyn wich it, and o
fay, Lord, I begin tobe more fenfible of my finsy.than I
wis before , Lord, humble me chrough ic, lec mebeun-
-der thy hand as foag as thon plea(elt, only work: thy
good weck upen me. , .

- Objeth. But youwiklay ; We may fnkuonder-tbe boer-
den of Sin. -
" Anfiw. O no ; thofe that caft off che burden of fin they

the Lordwil Suffer fucha foulto fink under.che burden,
that doth burde it felf, thac God mighchave glory : But

that never are fenfible of the burden of fin, tilal the props
and Comforts of the crearure are raken ayay. gpon ’

their {ick beds, and deathbeds, then men ace burdened

before they had comfores, and eftates, and fuch things
whichare as fo many props; but now God comes and
tekesche props, and down they faluponus. Thag is the

reafon thar many upon theic deach beds lie Roacing and
Grying out {o bitzerly. for cheir fins 5 and whyi 2 becaule.
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Obpettions stnfwered,.

the Lord bath cut aﬁmde:cheprox:,:ndm'ulie& bea-
vy upon their heatss  Now Chrift-cals 3 come to me you
L are weary and heavy Jaden ; come to e faith Glwift,
Know-that you are'iha far beceer condition, than you:
were, when you went on with delighc in.fins .you are.
now in the way that God doth ufe to bring them.in, that
he hath-a purpofe to dogood wnes : I remember 4n che
G(&f;;el wherethe poor blind man cryed'co Chrifty, O Son
'of David bawe merey uvon me,and ftil ecyed 5w lengch:
| Chrift heard che ¢ry of the blind man and asked what fc
was? Now chofe chat were by him, they gote the poor.
‘blnd man and fay to him, be of good comfost, he calls;
he mighe fay 5 1,butmy eyes be not opened 5 I, but be of
good comfort he' calls. -Solfay toal burdened Sinners;
beofgocd comfort troubled foul, Chrift calls thee;, he
faith cometo me al yethat are weary, and heavy laden;
hedoth not fay, thou that art {o much laden; Chrift
qals thee to him. . : e

—

e -~ -

Object. I but (thou wile fdy) I buwé na;e,;tj”é, tf .ﬁbe\ré
furethat my fins were pardoned ¢ 1 [bornlid be favady then
1 fpould bavve eafe-and comfort. -

Anfeo. 1but poor foul be of good comforé, theu art
qalled ; hedothnot fay, thouart a wretched wicked:crea=
ture, and depatc from methou curfed, as he wi¥ {ay to
finners hereafter ; that night have been chy condition s
bur thou didf not heare the voice from- Chri® this day,
depart from me : but thou doeft heare this voice-chis day
from Chnift, Cometo mealyou thatare weary and bea-
vy laden: Chrift is neer to yous the Lord isheer co
che broken heart 5 he isneere o che contrice{piric. - And
know this,the longer cthou ars under che burden of thy fin,
there wil come chie more comforc Wergafier. Now-there
33 burden of fio upon thee, ard theére wil be 2 weighe of
glory hereafter 5 Sothe Scripure -fpeales of aweight of
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glocy, as wel asof a weighcof §in, be willing to beare the

ight of fin quiecly s fay wikh the Prophet, 1 wil be
willing ta beare the indignation of che lord becaufe I have
finned againfthim. Sofay thoy : s fic my foul fhould
bearea burden, be content to waitnow, do you the fame
thing thac Chrift did when he was under his burden: mark
what hedid in‘Heb. 5. 7. See how the hearc of Chrift

| wasaffected when he felc che weight of our fins ugon him,
Intbe dayes of bis flefb be offeredup prayers, and fuppli-
cations with firong Cryes and teares unto bim tha: was
able to favebim from deatb, and wae beard intbat be
Feared. Goethy way O Soul, and get intothe prefence
of God, and telGod of chy burdens chat thou feeleft,
make thy moan unto him, and lec it be wich praiers and
fupplications, and ftrong Cryes; and tel hm Locrd I
fear leait my foul fhould be preft down to eternal
death under this burden : tel him of thy feares
this way, and ic is very probable , thac thy foul
fhal be beard, and according to this invitation here, fure-

|1y, there isreft for thee as wel as for any, while thou art

&ying out undet thy burden, for ought thou knoweft,or
any Angel in heavenche pardon of thy (ins may be feal-
ling in beaven, and theretore do not makeany defperace
Conclufion againft thy own Soul, for chy parden may
be a fealing, and then the Lord wil iend a meflenger to

|telthecof chis. Nay, do Itelchee that there wilamef(-

come. Behold here in this cexc, the Lord Je-
fus Chrift comes, the Angel of the Covenant cryes to

" |chee, Gome O Come, come fresly, though thou haft

nogood at al in chee, there s enough inme to give reft un~-
to thac foul char doth moft labor under the greateft bur~
den of fin chac ever was. 1°ll now conclude wich thac thae
I began withal at che ficft. O remember again che

dance of thefe words wich the former 3 he that cals
to thee to come tohim for reft, icishe chac hach received

al chings of the facher 3 and whac hath he receivedcthem of
than;s;etfu, but for fuch pooe Soules as thefe are?

fAIT AD
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CHAP. 7.

Tbe Buerden under the law laid openin Bleven par- |
. ticulars, 1, The Law Reqnireth of us fiech things
wbich we are unable 10 perform.2. It Reguireth ab-
Jolute perfettion. 3.1t Accepteth nos of any of omr
‘Endeavours. 4. Upon any one breach of the law
. the Sinner loofeth al ability for ever keeping any
bart of it aftermard. s« Upon any breach tbemz,
1t prefentlybindetb over the finner to eternal deathe
6. Itrequireth conftant obedience. 7: Being once
broken, it cannot be fatiffied with any after obedi-
ence. 8. Itaccepts of no repentance. 9. It only
layes open amans mifery, and there leavves bim
without fewing him any remedy. xa. Tbere ésno
appeale from ity nor repealing of it. 11. Themore | -
it cometh to be revealed, themore are our corrypti=
ons Stirred up. Where fome Objettions are an-
fwered, or Doubts refolved.

HAving finithed the burden of the guik of Sin. The
pexc is, the burden of che Law.

Come towme (faith Chrift) you that are weary and bea-
v laden, and I wil give you reft, vig. You thac labor
‘under che burden of the Law, and ‘Legal performances 3
1wil putthofe two together havinga neceflary depen=|
dance one upon che other: though I intend tobandle chem{ -
ditin&ly. ' S C :

Firft, Y ou whocome to fee the great bondage thatyou
arein m@;ﬁ%w,,an:%g.grmwb&m htba:;

3. you in fecking afsex juftificacion. Jaw. ang
mcine fo for a'?g time ; faith Chrift, know chac
] you have beendecetvﬁ in Jooking after your juftificaci=

nn
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‘ on that.way 3 you have labored, and toyled in vain, for ic

‘Y nor never fhal feelby that way.  This Erake fully tobe |:

I youbavein Rom. 6. 14 Fovfin fhal notbave domiaie |

-| faikh, they were not now-under che Law, there wasa
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wil nbrbe gotten thac way} Cdme.to mé;; and pdu. fhat |
have fuch reft to your foules, as you never yet have fel, |

the Scope of Chrift, agw<l as the other. :
Now for the burden of the Law 3 Thatthe Law com-
pased to 2 bukden wil dppeare by that exprifiion which.

on over you, for: you are niot under the law, but #nder
grace 5 He Speakes to chofe that were delivered, and:

time indeed thac they were uader the law 3. chie-Law lay |
upon them asa heavy burdert ; duc they came afterwards

under grace,8c chey lad a yoke chere al{o€even grace ic felf |
brings kind of yoake ) but not fucha yoake asche

| Lawdothe - Chrift himfelf faich, cakemy yoak prefenc-

Jys but:che yoke is very eafie in somparifen of the yoke of
cheLaws: : S :

- Now that Fmight open what the burden under the Law
is 3 whieh if & finner comes toutiderftand, any foul once
-comes co undecfrandyhic isimpoffible but it muft beladen
and burdened 5 it wil be a load upon them; a heavy load |-
to thofechac underftand it ; even the burden of the Jaw,
Therefore for che underftanding of ic which IHeok upop:
as exceeding neceflary, or elle you cannor underftand
Chrift aright ; for it is not enough for us baiely to under-
ftand Chnift 5 buc we muft undetftand Chnitasone chat

| 3 che greac Saviour, ta-deliver us from ehe Law 3 one that

somes to give relt and eate wus from the LawsNow ex-
ceps we underftand the yoke, -and burden'of the Law, we
cannoc uaderftand che worth’ of Chrift in comming to |
give us eafe and reft from ic. s

1. Then1fhal endeavout to fhew what theyoke and:

“{ burden ofsbe Law i3.  'And: then whrae s the burden{ow |

Condicioniofthe ot the fecks ufue: Righreoisiels by

e
.
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‘incolerable y okes but we muft take the whole Law in the
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opesed in feveral Particulars.
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that we are not able poffibly to performes it requires things |
ofusthac wecannocdo ; you wil fay that 1sa greivous
burden indeed, to be put upon thac that we cannotdo :
now the Law doth fo onely atthe firft, that you may noc
think it hard ic doth not put you upon any ching chat
God didnever inable youtodo, for chat you would fay |
were hacd, and how could God juftly doic ;- buc it pucs
you upon thac which now you cannotdo ; but you have
beought chis [cannot ] upenyour felves ; it would not
have beep any burden, to Adam, asGod made man ficfk
in innocency, therethe Law could have bin no buiden:
but sow as we are fallen Confider what our Condition is
now, and it is a greivous burden, for it pucs us upon thac
which we cannot do, al che ftrength chac we have fhould
i be put forch to the perfarmance of the Law, yet we
could notdo it 3 but we muft noc think that becaufe we
bave loft our pawer, thercfore Gods Law fhould not goe

no power, becaule God gave it us, and we have Joft
it, this 1 cake to be the meaning of thac Scripture in
Ads 15. 10, Now therefore why tempt you God to
put a yoke upon the neck of the difciples which neitber oser
fatbers, nor we woere ableto beare; The' lawis fucha
yokewhich neicher we, nor our fathers were able co beare,
Objegt. 1: Buc ic may be faid, this ss meant of the cere=
monial Law. ; : E
Anfiv. Tothat Ianiwer, Cercainely, ifthe ceremo=
nial Law werea yoke, then take al cogether Ceremo-
nial and moral and it was greater; take meerly the per-
forming of outward-Ceremonies, amd ie:'was not fuch an

laticude of 1t,8¢ thas wil appear tobe the meaning;for the
tg‘ion was here,not only about the cetemonial lawsbiut.
8

it chis was the Queftion that the Chureh.of L fnticch fenc

Inchefirft place, tle Law requites of us fuch things|.

on ; chelaw hath uscourfe whecher we have power, or|.

Mofes Law ingenetal, and ablouc juttificacion by}

to the Chugch of. Ferufalem to be nformed'about, f;qt
L this |
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|is¢he minifter of death, by which the mouths ofal come]

: B 2 c
Of the burden undes tbe Law 5 1

. l s
this wasal che 8inod that was here in A¥H s, x¢. chere
rwere: Certam mens came from Fowfalews cothe City-of
Antiach and there taught, chac chey maft fil of neceffiey |
keep Mofes Law for mftification. Neow the Church of
-Autioch being troubled that fomethould come from Fe-
rufalens and ceach this dotrine amongft them 5 they 8ent
cereain. Brethren to the Church of Ferufaiem to be infor~
med furtber abou chis qaeftion, and you may fee ac ehe
s. vecfe, There arofe certain.of thefed of the Pharifees
which beleived, (aying that it was needful to Circumcife
them and to command them to ke:p the law of lofes as to
the mareer ofjuftificacion. Now nthe affembly of Ferse
falem Teter rite t upandtels thereft, that chey fhould
 take heed what chey dojand not put fuch a yoke upon the
difciples,efpecially that of cthe law, which neither we nor
our fachers were able cobeare ; and that ic isnot onl
meant Ceremanial but moral jic appeares at the 1 1. ved{
Webeleewe thar through the grace of our lord Fefis Chrift
we [hal be farved even asthey. Now the grace of our locd |
Jefus ehrift is not only oppofite to the ceretnonal law, bue
tothemoral Law, when it is taughe in wiy of Juftifica=
tiantolife.  So thatthis law thac isfuch ayoke is that
that is oppefite to the grace of Chrift that brings falvaci-
op 3 it is that law thac reveales Sin g icisthac law which

—

tobe ftopped, fothac itisa heavy yoke, thofe that are
under this Law : chatis, {uchas are under the fixft eoves
nant, the Covenant of works, that seek for Juftificati-
onby chag, they are under ageeivous burden, they are
the children of the bond woman, for the law requires that
that is impefible for chem to do. Now when a {oul corties
tofee and underftard ic felf tobee under the law fuchg
Law as requires things impoffible to be done; this buirdens
the fioul,8¢ {0 by this means it comes to fee the need it hatly
of Chrift, and Ghriftcals ro fuch tocometohim : asiftye
fhould Say : -So long as you continue unbeleivers in your

natural condition, you are under Sucha covenant for
. life | .
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opened in feveral Particnlars,

life, as requires that of you which you cannoc poflibly do
* |and cher there is no refting in that candition : Come
thevefore co me, take my yoke, my eafie yoke, the o-
therisa heavy yoke : But Iwil thew youa way for eafe
and reft toy(::: foules. Thatis l:h:d ﬁrgl'. '
Bax chough the law may require hard things,& im
things yet i may remic in fome other chi:g’ Wherefore,
2 121 the fecond place : this is the yokeand bondage
ofthe Law : chat inevery ching that it doth command,it
doth require abfoluce perfetion ; accepts of nothing bue
ablolute perfection in every thing thac ic doth Comand ;
doth not onely comand bard things ; but whatfoever
the law requires, itdoth requirean abfolute perfe€tion in
it, os otherwife caftsthe Soul fifg:ere be buc: failingon
aoy pacricular in aby degree of thac which che Lawre.
quites, the Law cafts the Soul by it. I requires noc
only thac che ching fhould be done, but thac it thould be
done, ina righc manner ; -that it faould be done out ofa
nghc principle, thac it fhould be done in che per-
fection of degeees, 1o che utcermodt chat isrequired : thac
there thould not onely be a dire@ion of our lwes accor-
ding to che rule, but that we cume up fully to che Rule,
thisthe law tequires: Now what a muferable yoke and
burden is chis; for a poor foul tolook upon the Law as
z:iag, ﬁr&:hkg;hnlcamm do. And fecondly ab-
perfetion admitting of no impexfeétion ac al : chis
saheavy yoke: this neither we nor our fachers could
beare : and thafe chat comero be fenfible of this, muft
aceds betinder a greivous bucden,and fo fe a need of Jefus
Chnft, Chrift cals chofe thar do underftend this. Icis
true if ic were thus, and people were left without
Ep, and pemedy, i werea fad condicion ; cruly if chni
not.come intothe world o puc hamfelf undes the law,
wehad been Jefethus 3 and dl thole chac do noc undes~
ftaod che Gofpel, thag have not had Chrift: pre:
tochem they areal chus, theyarealin. chis Condition 3
they aze under a law that they:cannoe pacforme, chiatlaw
which dath reauire abfolute and perfeét obedience ine~

35
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Of the burden snder the Law - *!*/I*' —

. Thirdly, The Burden of the Law is this; yowmay
fay ; though it doth require perfect obedience; buc wil
i accept of no endeavoursacal ? fuppofe we do endeauor
to obey to the uttermoft chat wecan? There. are many
men wil require things chac are hard,and beyond ftrength,
1buc when thereare endeavours todo that that is requi-

‘| red, thac wil be accepted: wherefore weare to know.
[ chiss chat che Law acceprs of no endeavours ; thougha

-man, ot woman fhould ftrive their hearts outto obey, to
come to the height of the perfection of the Law, the Law

* | doth not accept of thofe endeavors : It is true, whenthe

Soul comes unto Chrift in the Gofpel ; when theSoul
comes under the covenant of Grace ; endcavors are accep-
ted; therefore do not fay that God wil not accepe of our
endeavors, and why fhould we endeavor? Yes, if you
come unto Chrift your endeavors wil beaccepred, aswe
fhal fhew you when we come to difcourfe the reft chat the

| Soul hath ip Chrift; But now here is an argument to

drive poor foulsto Chrift; co canfider chac while you are
out ot Chrift, your endeavors are not accepted, you are
not in away of life; for life, and Salvacion, it s notto
be bad in the condition youarenowin: for the Law re~
quires obedience, it muft have the work done; youcan:
be bur either under the covenant of works,or the covenant
of grace ; fo long as you are under che covenant of works,
there the work is called for, and not meerly endeavors,
that wil not do 3 therefore the Apoftle faich in the Rom.
10.5. For Mofes defcribeth the righteoufnef of the Law ;
tbat be which dotb thofe things fbal live by them: You
muft eicher be Righteous by the Righteoufnefs of che
Law, or by the Righceoufnefs of Chrift; now if you
would be Righteous by che Righteonfnefs of the Law ;
hear whatit is; be thac doch thefe things thal live by chem;
"If yos do them, ‘Mofes doch not fay, he chac endeavors
-vodo thefe ME 3 he thac ftrives to do thefe things ; No,
buc ‘Mofes faich be that detb them s he that dothchefe

Lthﬁ)gsﬂullivehy them ; icmuft be doing, and not en-
deavoring.
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opened in feveral Particulars.
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deavoring, thatthe Law acceptech, and that is the third
thing wherein the bondage of the Law confifts. Saith
Chrift come tome and you fhal havereft ; i is by belee-
ving in Chrift chac you muft have reft. - There can be no
{reﬁ but a grievous butden uponthe foul cil icdeth come
to Chrift ; if it doth underftand chings; andif itdoch
oot underftand thefe things, it is inio much the worfe
condicion ; though perhaps ic be not fenfible of fucha
burden th!::(fh ignorance, as moft people {pend offal
their daies and through ignorancedo not come to be fen-
fible of ic ; but when the Soul comes to undetftand what
tearms there are bectween Godand ity and how ic muft
ftand before God, that it muft eicher ftand by vertue ofa
Covenant of Works. ora Covenanc of Grace, andchac

as Iam in my natural Condicion, Yam under fuch a Law
thar accepts of no endeavors, thismuft needsbea great
burdenunto the Soul and make it tofee an abfolute ne~
cefly of going to Chrift for eafe and Reft.
Fourthlyrheburden of the law is exceeding greacin chis
refpect. That uponany one breachof the law, the foul
comes to be broken fo as to lofe abilicy tobeable tokeep
any parc of the Law for ever;1faid there is this in the Law
more then in the Gofpel ; thatuponany one breach of the
Lawin the Covenantof works, the {oul comes to be {o
broken, as’to loofe all the abilities of ever keepingany
parc of the Law again ; astbus, Ifhewed youin.4dam.
Adam was the Head of che firft Covenant of works, of
the Law ; now Adam he breaks it in one particular, failed
in one Particular of what Gedrequised of him, andin
breaking of it in chat one ching,he,and al his pofterity was
fo broken that they loft all their abilities of keeping
of the Law for ever, except God come and create any abi-
lity, they have loft whac abilicy was given ac ficft in
their Creation ; fothenthisisa very great miftery, thac
one by doing a thingthac is evil fhould weaken the con-
sy habit 5 chac by doing atbing that is_evil we faonld

al nacurally areunder a Covenant of Works ; and folong| -

quite
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| quite boofe the Habit, that is guice loofe the habic by one

a&; and not only loofe che habic thac is contrary to the
parcitular evil that wedo, butloofe al habits of al good
whacfoever, and that by one act; now chis isa ching
above Nagure ; this is only by vertue of the covenant of
works. God makes fucha covenant j it runs upanfuch
tearms, as if Adamdid but {in in one ching, he muft die;
thacis, hisSoulas welas his body muft die a {picicual
death, and foloofe al habics of 3] Grace.  And chis is the
Realon, why we are by Nature dead infin,

Furcher, fuch ische conditjon of the Law, thac fup-
pofe God fhould reftore usalto be as perfect as ever A4~
dam was in the ftace of innocency, void of al fin, and
having the Image of God perfect, and then God fhould
came and put us upon the cavenant of works again; I (ay
if we chen fh bur fail in any one thing, it would
break us fo, as we fhould loofe alour abilicies co per-
form any duty ever after: chis is checondition of the law 3
But it is not fo wich che Gofpel ; though we fin aﬂut&
the Golfpel ; wedo noc prefencly loofe al onr babics of
Grace 3 But the Reafon of the difference 3 That thowgh
Adam when be finned againft che Law, belaft alhis
habits to do any good after, and ehat though we fin aﬁ:n‘ﬂ
cthe Gofpel ; yec wedo noc loofe thofe babis. 1
thal fhew afterwards, when 1 {hal come to fhew, thatthe
yoke of the Gofpel is eafier chen that of the Law. And
that is the fourth ching in the burden of the Law.

Fifcly, The fict thingisthis. That che Law upon e~
very breach it doth take advantage againft the foul pre.
fencly 5 Ifay cakes advantage againft the foul prefently
and binds it over todeath, toetesnal death, pre(cntiy
binds icover; Yea, and doth attually put it undera
curfe upon every breach, inftancly itdoch it 5 itecrue,
thelaw it may be isnoc prefently executed, asfoongsa
fioner hach beoken it, bug chis ig cagcainthat ¢ God
doth not come upon you as {oou. as you have the
Law, ye know thac there ace thefe three things ome

upon
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upon évéry oneé that is ouc o?Chi:ﬁ, as foon as any one
fitr i commiceed, chere are thefé chireéchings comé upon
him prefently. . o o '

Pirft, He is bound over by Gods Juftice, by fucha=
bond as hach more ftrength in w then al the power of
Heaven and Earth is able to break 5 asa man thac hach

execution upon him, I buc be is bound over pre-

fencly. :

Aud not only fo, buc inche Second place, the Law
paffecti fentence, the binding over that is the guile, but
the Law paffes fentence upon the finner, and condemns
ic; the Soul is prefently under che fentence of condemna-
tiorn. .

.| Thirdly, TheLaw puts the finner under a curfe, for
fo it is in the laccerend of the 27. of Dew. Curfed u
every onethat abides not inevery thing that is written in

the ‘Book_of the Law to doit. Mark, [ every one ] chat

abides not [in every thing] he is pronounced accurfed,
and chac s a fite percicular,

if you fhould obey it ncver fo much foragieat part of

perfectly for agreac while; yetifat laft youthould of~
fend in any one particular you are caft for al; and-alchar
you have done before is ucrerly rejected 5 it wil takead=~
vantage againft you for any one parcicular. If it were

pofliblé chac all your hife cime you fhould keep it and ac
the laft houre of your life breaz

duion of the Law; for {o it is in chofe wordsthat are

Cevery ching) If chere be butany one thing whereby ic

works ; and is not thisaload? Would not this burden

done chat chac isevil, it may beche Law hath not prefent |

Sixcly, And in the Sixt phf.e. This Law tequir;'s '
conftant Obeduence alfo : and {uch is the rigour of ity that | -

your lives; If you fhould conceive yeu could obey it |

: itinany one parcicular 3|
certainly you would be condemned by it 5 thisisthe con= |

named ; though you doity if you do noc abide to do

can takeadvantage, it will-cercainly condemn youfor ic. |
This is che condition of al thac are under the covenant of |

{
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theSoul? Iffobeche foul comes to underftand it3 and
whether ic underftands ic or not, yetcertainly it isthe
eruth of God. ) ' o

Seventhly, A feventh Burden of the Law isthis, chac
when once the finner hach broke it, the Law cannot be fa=
tisfied with any obedience which may make amendsaf-
terwards, by any thing chat the finnercando; fuppofea
man ihoulX be never fo angry and offended, bethac

~ | hath offended him' may ‘make amends, again a Servant

thinks, though I have offended my Mafter and donefo
many faults; Yec, Iwil make amendstoral. Somany
people think though we have broken the Law of Ged 5
and lived a great while in fin, and done thac whichis evil;
yet we wil make amendsagain; and we wil give almes;
and come to Church and the like. Thefe are the Rea-
fonings of many poor Ignoranc hearts, that do hot under-
ftand upon -what tearms chey ftand wich God ; alche
Children of men ftand before God eicher under a Cove-
nant of works ; or under the Covenant of Grace, one of
thetwo: now thofe kind of men that Reafon after chis
maoner, furely they are not acquainted wich the Covenant
of Grace ; they ave under che Covenant of Works; and
now let chem know that the covenant of Works admits of
no fuch a mends as they fpeak of;but when once you bave
broken the Law all that ever youcando; If youcould
live a thoufand years never fo ftritly ; or be willing to
fuffer never- fo much for God ; _yet all this will
not facisfie for what is paft ; many when they have finned
and their Confcierces ate a litele awakned forir, then
they think to live better and to do ocherwile afterwards
as if they would make amends for what is done before’;
but you muft know chac this is a meer deceit and wil not
fatisfie, ycu-muft come tomefaith Chrift ; youmuft
come to Chrift and beleeve in him, or otherwife all thac
you cando wil never make amends 3 you wil fay, If we
cannot make amends what fhal become of us ; i€ isirue,
if chere were not a-Savior, a Chrift : ourcondicion ertc

T . ' . 4 ad’



-y

opened in feveral particulars.

41

fad Certainly amends muft be made, buc it is impoffible
that ever you can make amends : and chis you think
of:you muft not only think of what youare bound to do,
for thetime chatis to come : but how the breach of the law
fhal be made up for thac which is paft; 8 when the finner
comes to think ofthefe two together,I have cthus finned,

- { Lord what fhal I do for time to come 3 I & what fhal 1do

tomakeup the breach of the law for that which is paft;chis
wil burden the fou! ;and che foul wil feel upon this fuch
a burden ctbat nothingin theworld cangive icreft telic
come to Chrift ; If we did apprehend chis we would fee
thac our Condition out of Chrift were a reftlefs conditi~
on; and thisinvitation of Chrift would be very accepra-
ble. Now becaufel was lochto telyou of reft before I

fay as thofe Jewes did to Chrift in an other cafe when
Chrift cold them If che Son made chem free, they fhould
be free indeed ;5 why, Say they, are we bourd to any
man, itisio Jobn. 8. 32. why do you ralk of freedom
tous, Iflfhouldhave goneon intheinvitation [ Come
tomeand I wil give you reft’] come co Chrift. Why
whac reftlefs Condirion are we in, ycu might have
faid? Buc now when you fee your reftlefs condition,
chen I fuppofe you wil be willing to hatken to the invita-
tion [Come to me and 1 wil giveyou reft’) thofe chings
wil make youtoknow what it is to beleeve, and tocome
to Chrift, when you come to underftand what you are
an being out of Chrift. : ‘
8. Aneighth particular isthis ;3 That the Law accepts
of norepentance, as it wil not be made amends for ; foic
wil not accepe of repentance.  Let the Sinner be never fo
forrowful lor what he hath done, and lament his fin pe-

blood, cthe Law would not accepe of thiss  You wil fay
this is a ftrange doétrine, that cur repentance fhould
notbeaccepted of. 1 donot fay abfolutely,chat God wil

|

acept of no Repentance ; buc Ifay thac che Law' wilac-

had openeda lictlethis burden, forotherwife you might |.

wet fo much ; ifhe could bewail his fin with teares of
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cept of no Repentance, Repentahce is the doctrine of the
'Golpel; the Law preacheth no fuch doétrine as the doc-
erin of Repentance ; it isan evangelical dodrine; buc
‘mow repentance, thac ismerely trouble of Confcience,
that I fee my felf in fuch danger of the Law, this may be

‘a natural repencance, and not evangelical ; thac is, I

fee I haae undonemy felf by reafonof my fin, and now
am troubled, and fogo no furcher ; I fay this isa natu-~
ral repentance, and not evengelical. When you do
think of repenting of your fins, this isa faving meditati~
on for you to think of your Repentance, thus : 1amnow
forcy and Repent, andam bumbled for my fin; Ibut
chis1s through a fecond Covenant,through a covenant of

race, thac this can be accepted, it is infinit mercy in God
and cthae in Chriftyic is purchafed by the blood of Chrift,
_that any Sorrow for any fin thal ever be accepred of God,
you muft thank Chrift for thac ; and therefore when you
come to the work of mourning for fin, you fhould come
to it asawork of ehe Gofpel, asan evangelical work,
and fo come freely to it ; for that whichisa work of the
Gofpel, isafruic of che blood of Chrift, and icisa great
mercy of God unto you chat you may be admicted to
come before him to forrow for your finsin fuch a way as
you may be faved-al your tears,and trouble for fin except
it be chrough the grace of che gofpel,it isnot accepred,and
yet how many thoufands of poor fouls never_think of
chis in the work of their repentance ; perhaps when chey
lie upon theic fick or death beds, their confciences tels
them chat chere isa hel and mifery for finners, and there
they lie roaring and Crying out, buc the truth is they ne=
ver underftand che way of God in the Covenant of grace :
and how the Lord hach looked upon the Children of men
-under the Covenant of works, and now hach entred into
a fecond Covenant chrough his Son, and there hath pre=
vided a way for their falvacion which could not be in che
other covenant :. we are to know that the law doch accept

of norepenrance 3 now 0! what,a bondage is thiswtg:
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when I am forrowfiilfoc my fins, and think that God wil ¢
pardon me,then Iam curft by fuch a Law, thacwilaccepr
of norepentance : but when we come to Chrift, there
Godly forrow is accepted of . and it is faid co be Sorrow
unco life, but chat is the priviledg of thole thac are under
the covenanc of grace in Chrift : therefore confider feri-
oufly of chis poine, that youmay makea difference be-
tween a covenant of works, and acovenant of grace. 1
know nothing in al divinicy thac is §xcater for you toun-
derftand chen thefe two thangs : and thole people thacare
notacquainted with cthefe two covenants, they underftand
but litcle in chofe mifteries of religion that may brirg
Salvation 5 Ifay lictle or nothingot true divinity ¢ un=
derftood by people, that do not underftand the difference
becween the ﬁrif and the fecond covenanr, between the
covenant of works and the covenant of grace; and the
right underflanding of the difference between chefe two,
would lec in o nce of knowledg. I dare undertake
that after people come to have the undetftanding of thefe
two, and toknow the difference of them, inone quarter
ofa year, .they wil come to have let into their hearts more
{knowledg in the main priociples of religion then they bad
inmany years before, and for want of knowing this one
thiog , peopledo moft (Froﬂy miftake in abundance of
points of Religion, and never cometo underftand, and
toknow chrift aral in that way that is propounded in the
Gofpel. And that is the eighch thing, .

inchly, Inthe. Ninch place: :Ee burden of che Law
appears in this : chat it only opens to man his mifery,
and there leaves him 3 as ifa Chyrurgeon fhould opena
wound, and chese leaveit, .(asic were) in the open aite.
The Law tels not eanof any way of Redemption, of any
way of deliveraace, but meerely fhews unto us our mifgz
ngvcf iap. Idonot mean the law chac isinthe b
acha ol e (Eament, for thieré is Gofpel mingled, . 1do
E:l&y‘t.lgac, gf

——— —

¢sdath not telus ofany, way of Re=
mean the Law of the Cévenant of works

)

motion's. bur
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fo far as thac isrevealed in Mofer, and chac isrevealed in
the new Teftament in a great pacc of it 3 that only thewes
usour mifery, and thereleavesus; bucgrace, and ruch,
and mercy, thatcomes in by Jefus Chrift. -
Tenthly, A tench particular wherein the greivous bon-
dage under chelaw appeares, isthis, That icis fucha

- | Law as there can be no appeal from ir, no, nor no re-

pealingof it, chough it be thus ftrict, and chus fevere; yet
1 {ay chere isno appeale from it, nor no repealing of it :
there are many Laws that we may appeal from one to an-
other, orifchat Law be hard it may be called in again:
we cannot appeale from the Authoricy of this law. nor
canity, be repealed. You wilfay, thisexcluds us from
al “, though there be many hard Laws made by men
landas long as they frand in force peopleare in a very fad
lCondicion ; yet there may be meanes to repeal chem : bue
38 for this Law there can it feemsbe noa peale from ic,
,hor repealing ofit. May we not appeale from Gods juf-
tice to Gods mercy feac-? Ihave indeed fpoken of fuchan
expreflion, bucthat expeffion muftbe warily underftood,
for che truch is chere is no proper appealing from che juf-
tice of God to his mercy 3 when the finner comes to Chritt
ithath the pardon fealed inthe Court of juftice, aswelas
in the Courc of mercy ; there is no fcule thac is faved, buc
‘Gods jufticeisas wel faciffied as his mercy is glorified,
nor norepeale of this law. What mutft thelaw ftand in
farce then ? yes, the law fhal ftand in {orce; and yet
there fhal be choufands of (oules faved. - How is that you
wilfay ! Thisis che miftery of the Gofpel thac thelaw
fhal ftand in force, and yecmen thalbe faved, .chere fhal
bea way to fave men for al chis, Certainly ifche Law
went on in its courfe,one would think chat it would cacry
on al mankind to eternal deftrudtion; yea, and fo ic
would Bave done but onely for this great Saviour,and re-
deemer Jefus Chrift thac cals Sinners ¢o mf:km' they
might havereft. He comesand puacs himf¥lf undet'che
jLaw and what the Lawmquires#dmh,andnguﬂ'ﬁ 3
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fo chat here isal the aleeracion, the Law goes on, and
hath its courfe, onely whereas ic might have required
co bave had the courfe of it upon our felves in perfon;
now God is cortent that it fhould have its cour{e up-

ires performance, itsone thing to have the law repea-
rl:g:‘ and an other to havethe debtger delivered : if ae({)iie-
wil come and underrake the debt, he is delivered
though he hath not paid ic,& yet the law hath its courfe 5
for the furety difchargeth whac the debter fhould have
done : fo the way of (alvation for any foul, it is not eicher
by appealing from the law,or by the repealing of the law -
but wemuft look uponthe Law to have itscoutfe, only
to have its courfe upon Chritt our {urety, who hath ful-

ly facisfied che law, and Chrift looked thusupon, s the

true object of our faich, and except weapprehend Chrift

. | thus, as onemade under the Law asthe Scripruce faich,

and one thac did indure the law¢o bave its-coutfe upon
him, and fo to fatisfie thelaw : except we look upon
Charift thus, we look not upon him as the righe objett of
oux faith 3 and Chrift he thus cals upon you thatare wea-
ty and heavy laden to come tohum: asifhe thould fay
r- Sinpers thac are under fuch a Covenant aschis is,
you know that though ic benot repealed I have comeand
puc my felf under chislaw, ic hath had its courfe upoo
me; come o me, and the law fhalbe fattished, icthal
bave nothing to fay againft you, but you fhal have
through reft nme : come thereforetome. . -
Eleventhly : The Elevench thing in the Law is, Thac
itis fo far from inabling us to perform thac obedience
which it requires, that (in regard of ouc own wretched
condicien that we are now in) the more it comes to be
revealed, themore are our Corruptions ftirred up 5 it
doth chrough our fauk, not fromany faule intke Law,

ftis uptions fo much the more.  Luther
oot s

coa igtq Water caft :ﬁon Lime, the Law coming
iintodlehmtbainginiu tural Condition ¢ill God o.

warsnma
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overcomes it by the Grace of the Gofpeﬂ, isttirced up fo

| much the more. * You havea notable expreflion for this

in che example of Paul, whofelc ic thus in himfelf, in
Rom. 7. S« For when we weve intbe Flefb, the mori-
ons of fin which were by tbe Law, did work in our mem-
bers to bring forth frust unto death 3 and again in ver. 8.
For fintaking occafion by the Commandment wrosught
in me all manner of Concupifcence. It tock occafion by
the Gommandment ; chere are many people chat are che
worle by hearing the Law revealed unto them, until God
pleafech to overcome their hearts by the grace of the Go-
fpel: Now put all thefe rogecher, and the foul that
comes o be enlightened to underftand thefe, do you not

chink chat fuch a foul wil be burdened ? Is ic nocabur='

den to be in this Condition ? Is it poffible that the foul
canhaveany reft in this Condition ?  You will fay,
thefe things are hard in themfelves, “Buc fitft if you did
bue underftand the infinite holinefs there is in God, and
the infinite Juftice of God with whom you have to deal,
And if you did buc underftand che perfe& Condition that

- |God did make man in at che ficft ; prefent before your

fouls the infinite Holinefs and Jaftice of che greac God
with whom you have co do ;5 and then prelenc before
yout fouls thar perfect ftate chat God did make mati in
Innocency, -and chen chefe things wil -be clear unto you.
And if chefe things were only preached €& you, and tio=

{thing elfe, they would feem to be hard 3 but it is all in

order to:hhlnvitgtion ofChriﬁ. '

R
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Three Conclufions arifing from the former dotfrine

concerning the ‘Burden under the Law 5 Namely,

- 1. That man by Natureis in an evil cafe. 3.That

it 5 a mighty work to fave aSoul. 3. That thofe

wain thoughts whereby men think to pacifie their
Confciences, will ffaud themin no fiead.

N Ow upon the hearing of thefe things, we may truly
‘draw fuch Conclufions as thefe. )

Fitlt, That certainly man i in anill cafe, by Nature.
Itis obferved of the people of Ifrael when Pharoab did
lincreafe their bondage, the Scripture tels us that the
| people faw that they were inan ill cafe; fo when we
'underftand whata condition we-are inunder this bon-
dage, we may conclude that verily manisin anill cafe
|by nature. Secondly, And afecond Conclufion may
‘be drawn hence. Tbat it is a mighty work to faveq

Soul; it is not a light thing fora Soul to come to be
‘faved ; there muft be great things done by God to fav(
:afoul. Many people, they confefs it is true they are
finners, buc they cfy to God to have mercy on them, an¢
fo they think it is prefently done ; but did you confide:
of the condition that you arein naturally, and of th
Righteoufuefs of God, you woald then concludeitis:
mighty work of God to fave any foul, and that you ha(
,need fal npon the ferking of your Salvation be
times. _ ‘
Aod thea Thirdly, Hence wil follow this Conclufio
alfo, That thofe vain thoughts of men that they bave ba
or pacifying tbeir Gonfciences, and.sbe quieting o
beir bearts, wil fiand thepin no flead. - Asthus : Ma
my they reafon thus: ]am not fe bad as others. Whe
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ifyou be not; if yoube under the Law, you are caft a
thoufand thoufand times over, You wil faythat you
do fome good thing, and fomtimes come to Cburch, and
pray to God ; but what is this to the keeping of the Law;
if thou beeftin thy natural eftate, thy reafoning after
this manoer does ar%;ae that thou doft look after Salvati-
on by whatthou haft done,and for mento fay; I do what
Tcan, and Iam forry with all my heart thatIcando no
better, thefe are not reafonings that wilinablechee to
ftand with comfort before the infinite Righfeous God 3
thou muft know in what ftate thou artin under che Law,
ahd how thou art caft by the Law;thefe are not arguings
that can bring reft to thy foul ; ifit could,Chrift would
never have called in this manner ; But you muft know
that fuch isyour condition, thatall the Angelsin Hea-
ven, and mea in the world cannot give reft to yourfouls;
and if you did underftand chis ; you would thereby go

| away convinced of this truch ; wellfee that thereis a

burden upon me, howfoever I have notbeen fenfible of

|it; and itis fuch a burden as wil prefs me down to ever-

nal mifery, and I fee now by thisghat I have need of a
Chrift. Certinly if congregations were fenfible of this
burden of the Law ; Oh! How would their fouls re-
joyce in this, andpraife the Lord that their eares are
bleffed to hear fuch a found of the Gofpel as this, Come
to me and I wil give you Reft. Tappeal to you whe-
ther the opening of the Law be not of ufe to make you
come to Chrift ; there are a great many wanton fpirits,
that cal thofe Minifters of God that feek out of Confci-
ence to do good to Souls, and to draw them out of their
natura) eftates; Legal men, Legal preachers and the
like ; 1appeal to yourconfciences, upon the knowledg
of thefe things whether you wil not come to know, the

way of coming to Chrift better then you did before; if
Ifhouald have pamed the aame of Chrift five bundred

times over and over again, wouldyou have come to up-

derftand the miftery of God inChrift, fomuclias by

hesrino
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Im‘tini'wlm the difference is between the firft covenant
of works, and being under the Law ; and to el you chat
Chrift came intothe world to deliver us from this firft
covenant; he comes, and takes our Nature upon him,
and pucs himfelf under che Law, chat he might free us
from fuch a heavy yoak, and bordage; and in this blef
fed Scripture, be calls all fculs chatdo feel this yoak
snd burden to come to bim that fe they might have reft.
[ And chus auch for this firft Pacticular, whae the bon-
dage is that the foul is- under, chatis under the Law ; are
you fenfible of this > Chrift cals you ; perhaps fome of
E«é‘my fay, we have not been fenfible of this ; do you

in ro underftand it 7 Doth God begin to let infome

to yoa ? Do you begin to feel it fomehing wcigh?
apon your Hearts? Bleffed be God forit, yonarefo
much the ficter to hear of the covenanc of Grace, Now
whenyou come home, let the Husband fay to the wife;
we hear of two covenants asyou have it in the 4. of the
Galla. 22. Here aretwo covenants, and thefetwoare
fet out in this Allegory of the bond-woman and che
free-Woman, now til wecome to underftand whatthe
other covenant is, we are under the former covenant,
the covenant of works ; this isthacyou fhould labor to
underftand ; the Husband and wife to aske one another
of the difference between the two covemants; ask but
what the covenant of works is, snd upon wbhat tearms
that runs, and the covenant of Grace; and upon what
tearms thae runs; and fo you will come efpecially o
underftand that thae follows in this texe with more pro.
ficand advantage toyour Souls, . . '
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SRLARMLIA ALY

CHAP. IX.

~ Of the Burden of Legal Performances, Whatitis;
: With tbe bierdenfomnefi thereof laid open ix twelve
" Particulars.. 1. Thbere i no inward princitl;:f
doing. . 2. In men tbat are only sunder the Laww,
~ there's a principle centrary o the performance
- thereof. 3. Such are wearied with doing, getting|
0 fupply of firength to perform duty. 4. By thesr
. performances, sbey fiil contrat more Guilt apon
-+ their Soulg. 5. Whatthey do in Obedience unto
¥ the'Law is only out of fear. 6. Andwith much
~ ftraitnefs of Spirit, - 9. Nothing comes of fuch
_ Performances. 8. Theytbat perform Dutyina
. . sneer Legalway, never attain tbeir end, which 55,
. peacewitbGod. 9. Tbeyknow nocwbether God
‘. decepts of sthem, or rejetts them. .10, They are
forced unto Duties inflantly, prefently, andupon
 thefudden, though to the binderance of osher D~
- ties of greater concernment. which God requireth
' .0f them, at the [ame time. 11.. Though they go
on toyling, yet know 1hey not vebetber they fhal bold |
‘et unto the end, .i2. Their Humiliaiion and
trouble for net doing what they ought to. do, bin-

dersthem from doing what God requives. .

A ] el d .-' PR .A.‘

N Ow there is one thing more thatis asan Appen-
dix unto the Burden of the Law, flowes indeed
‘from, and istyed unto the burden of the Law, and thae |-
is, the burden of Legal performances, not only the
burden of the Law integard of whatthe Law requires,
the perfed abedience chac che Law requires, that bar-
dencomes from the Law it felf. but now there is & b
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'den that many are under, s very heavy and grievous
burden, and thatig, the burden of Legal performances, ‘
snd this is chattbacis co be the fubje@ of this Chapeer.
lintend to go no further then to fpeak of that burden .
taopen it a little to.yow, and thatasIcold you acthe |
firft opening of the textisthe inverpretation of Cbrifo-
: flom npon this text, You that are weary and beavy La-
1den, thatis you that are laden withthe burden of fee-
king righteoufnefs under the Law. Cowmse unto me and
LualgvesouRefts - ‘ \
""Firft, 1wil foew unto you what I mean by the burden
of Legal Performances. ,

"Secondly, What agreat burden this i and bow much
evil there ssin ity andfo apply my felf to 1hofe thatare
under this burdgn to fbew tothem bow Chrift cals them
bere in this text to come to bim, that tbey might bave .

. Firfty that which I mean by the burden of Legal Per-
formances is this, the performing of duties that arere-
quired by the Law meerly outof confcience, becaufe
conicience puts men and Women upon thofe duties, and
doing them inthe ftreagth that they have of their own,
and looking upon what they do as the Righteoufnels
which they muft tender up to God,as Righteoufnefs for
life, now thisis a Legal performance; to perform du-
ties ina Legal way is this, to do what the Law requires
meerly out of confcience, becaule confcience telsmel
muft doic, and to work in mine own ftrengih-chough it
bethat that God gives, yet buta natural firength, and
to make account of this to be as my Righteoufnefs,and to
tender it up unto God for Righteoufnefs unto life, here
isa Legal performance, and chis is to performe duties in
'a meer Legal way, and thofe that do thus wil find that
this will be 2 very great burden to their fpirits, itis a
‘burden unto the Spirits of thofe that do thus, untothe
Ipirics of fuch es are confcientious indeed, for we, look
not now upon men and Women as performing Ducies
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outof Hypocrifie to be feen of meh to myke a fHow of
srhut they bave notin ehikir Heurey, -wedo not: fpeskiof
fuch, bucwe fpeak of thofe thathive goc into a higher

| form beyond fuch kind of Hypocrites, fuch as perform

duties out’ of confcience, and -yet rife no bigher then
look:&g atthe Law, chacbinds to thofe duties and
fo tenderthem apeo God as their Righteoufnefs, and
do them for fife, making account thatthisis the ching
that muft bring them eolife, fuch as do this snd arenot
acquainted any further with the myftery of the Golpel,
they do go under a moft grievous burden all the daies
of their lives, 1do not fay thatit is a burden to perform
Daties that confcience requires, wfhen ‘we do them to
the Honor of God, inthe grcngtb of Chrift, ss 2 work
of the fan@ification of this {piric, and ava fruit of our
thankfulnefs for the Grace and mercy of God in Chrift
to us, thatis nota burden, thatisno burden at al, bue
to do them meerly as being forced to them by confcience,
and as our Righeeonfnefs for life this is the barden, and
though chere be no other principles that men1nd Wo-
men have butthis, yetthey may be very confeientions
{o as not to dare to commit any known finin fecret, they
may make confcience of fecret duties, yea they maybe
aboundant in duties, thatis, do perform many duties.
In the 6. of ‘Micab, and the 7. what fhal we do fay they,
Shal we give Ruver.r of Oyl andiboufands of Ramns,
and tbe fruit of our bodies for the fin of our fouls,
there you have the expreflions of tho e thatare Legal,
they would know what they thould do, profeffing that
they would be willing ro do any thing for to fave their
fouls, offer choufands of rams and R.vers of Oylfora
facrifice, fo onethatis meerly Legal may perform many
Duties yea he may be confcientious of every Dutcy that
he knoweth, there may be a kind of univerfal obe‘xiencc‘
inhim, to obey in al, fo faras he know<, fortheout.

ward ation, he may make conftience of every thing
that he knows to be the mind of God, and vet doa! this



| Of chemrdenef Ligel performant,

53

in o Jogal way, end his performance may be rathes
2 burden then chat'which fhal dotwm good in che concla-
fion and bring himto life : and excepc be doth come o
know fucher then yet he doth, to know the evangelical
fpcﬁx“ mance of duies, he cannot bave true reft i his

Now this (as the other) isa poyni of great confe-
quence o many, it may bedivers that read chis book may
noc fo cleerely under ftand whac this is, they may not feel

to fore even to cheir heares,and open their condi-
twoas to them, whereby they fhal (ay chac they have not
waken a right coucfe to procure reft to their fouls, and to
thes end I {peake thac they may heaikentoche blefl=d in=
vitation of che gofpel to come unto Chrift thar they
might have reft ;as thus you perceive a liccle what 1 meane
by legal pecformances, now chen we are co come to fhew
theburden of legal performances, that chey are very bur-
denlome ro thole that are acquainted with noching buc o
performe duties nueerly from che law, .

- Tbe firfk Bur den of Legal Performancer.

have no principle ro do,to be put upon awork +here rhere
sno inward principle; to do the work thac muft needs be
‘burdentomesconicience puts me upon the ducy and thac is
;ngh:, but I have no principle to do ir, yet I muftdoic,
conlcience faith fo, whether 1have 2 prirciple orno,and
though ¢ is trus I have no princple todoic toas the Law
vequires, yec I may doefome oucward perfcriraices,now,
for me to goe about fucha werk, to endeavour and ftrive
to do al che wark thatthe Law requires 3 ot ‘onely the
owward parc bu: the wole worke, and to be put upon
to ftrugle and ftrive todo th.c which 1 have no inward

asy fuch ching in their one experience;bur 1 fuppofel fhal |

1. Becaufe mow chey are puc upon duties thac they|

to do, thac muft needs be burdenfome. Al

of natuxe that are from anexcerudl principle ate

wanlane
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e violent and fo tedious, heavy and troublefome, fo, this
motion co duty that comes ot from an inward principle
of heart bur is meerly legal, cenfcience ftandsto puc.che
foul upon dury 3 but doch not put any principle into the
foul to do it , this is a violent motion, and thofe
that have the experierce of this find it tedious,heavy, and
troublefome, T o
- Now here lieth the burden, forit isnot according to
thofe vain conceits of men that the duty ought not to be
doue, becaufe they have no inward principle to do ir,buc
| bere s the burden that confcience binds you todoit, you
muft do it though you have no principle inyouto do
1Ce ’ ’ , N : B
> Tbe fecond burden of Legal performances.

2. Legal performances have a great burden in them,be-
caufe there 1s in al men that are but under the law before
they come tobe crue beleevers far.¢tified by che fpirit of
Chnift, a'contrary -principle, a principle quite againft
chofe duties, oppofite unto them, thete is a contra
ftreame in them, they go againft wind and tide, you
know what a burdenfome chingit is for the boatman to go
againft wind and cyde, hemuft put toa greac deale of
Lrengeb, fo ic is heere til the foul come to beleeve in
Chrift and to have che (piric of Chrift, having onely ccn-
vicion of con{cience and being put upon dures, there are
fuch corruprionsin che heart, and fuch evil principlesin
al men naturally, thatare as wind and tide againft thofe
duties;and yet faith concicace you muft do chem cthough
you find your inclinations to be never fo ftrong another
way yetconfcience tels you you muft dothem,and when
God is pleafed to put ftreugth into confcience it wil
makea man ora woman togo onin duty though it be
never fo crofs to their own nature; you wil fay if ic
be crofs to their owne natures why do they noe
leave. it off2 No they dare not, notwithftanding ;
{fo, itistrue, wethal fhow you afterwards, that g:;in
g . : y
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dly menand beleivers are burdened with corraptions,
they have contrary principles to the duty too, I but they

legal,” Itis atedious ching you know to caft a ftone up-
ward, not onely to caufe a ftenc to move any way,that is

put it wpona motion that is quite contrary.to the prioci-
ple, that is burdenfome, becaufe al heavy things have:
principles in them that work dowawards,therfore to put

natural principles, itis a motionthat wil caufe burden,
and that becaufe youn keep them from their owne center:
fo confcience may keep a man and woman from theit
own center, from thofe wicked courfes that their natures
sreinclined unto, and althe while they are kept from
the courfe that their natures do fo ftrongly incline them
uato, it muftneeds be burdenfome to them, until God
come and fan@ifie their hearts , they may be 2 great
while without any fan&ification, many whole conicien-
ces are convinced may goe on in duties, withont {an&i-
fication in them.

The sbird Burden of Legal ‘PérfOrm.mcex.

and yet can find no ftrength comaing in unto him, ro
ﬁmchr ability co perform what con;::?ence puts him ap-
on,then he bad at firft, nay rather lefsability. Now this
maftnceds be burdenfome.  As fuppofe a man be put
upon a work, and if he have no tmind to it, thatis tedi-
ous, butif it beagainft the itk quite op)
difpefition,that is more tedious y yet he muft go on, and

|betoytsand wearies hitnfelf, arid yet thie mote he wotks
the mrore griovous i¢ is ungo him, - for he finds no frength |

weares

are not fo prevailing as with unbeleevers thatare only.| .

fome troable,becanfe you keep it from its center, butto |

them upon thofe chings that are quite comrary to theis|

- 3. Onethat gbes on in the performance of dutiesina’
legal way meerly, is weary and tired with what he docb, |

pofite to his |

comming, buc frength wearying rather, his firength
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| have been teven yeares ina profefion of religion and made

moctified, and their firengch is lefs cben ar firfk, :

wearsa wiy, aad no ftrength comes in ro aflift him, and
yec his work isas ftrong asitwas, chac work maft needs
be burdeatome ; fo thofe that are meerly legal,
they go on ftilin &nty, and the work is ftil as ftrong, bug
they ace weaker, many aman when he firft (ets upona
work is cold and benummed,bur when be con-inuesn che
work he gets warmth,and chen it is not fo burder.fom unto
him, buc if he concinues in the work,ind 1s colder and‘go}c
der, this is very tedrous, to thofechat performe dytiesin
ameer legal way, conicience pursthem uponitar fictty
and they goroduty with fome v.gour, bucche esuthis,
they grow more weary, aud the work is more tedious,
and yetco: {cience pucs them upon asmuch work as ac ficft
wheu aman hatfi been at work and growes weury and de-
fires cafe and a cruel eask-mafter thal come andtel him
there muft be no decreate or yowr woik,nor noncreafe of
your ftrﬂ?rh,this muft needs be cedious ; shus thoie chat
pertorme ducies in a legal way cunfcience puts upon them
as much worke when they are weary and cwed asac fisi'y
here s che d tference be: ween the works ot fanchification
& legal petformances,' hough they teem to be hard ac frft,
yet while the foul fets upon them rhere comes in ftre

and che more work the more tiengeh, they donot fpe:
their ftrength and chrow icaway, and grow more weary
af erwards then at fit ft3buc the more they bave experience;
of the ways,she more ftrength they have,they grow warm|
at their workyand being warm they get furtherand furdber
flengeh, and i grows eafie unto them, but itis nocfo
with one that performes dutics in a meere legal way, fome

conicience of their ducies, yet after feven yeares fpen
cheas hearts no more morcified chen at firft, andchey ha
gt 0o more fixength chen at ficft, their lufts ase

k" wack st el s g e

. : i




e

0 e bavden o LigalRrformanese__57

The 4. Burden of Legal Performances. '

" 4, Thofe that performe duties in a legal way meerely,
while they are firiving todo their duty, theyare con-
cracting @il furcher gl upon cheir fouls, they ftriveto
'dochat chac the law requiresy aod in cheir very ftriving
they are breaking nfthe law. You wilfay, fo godly

men while they are ftriving todo their duty chey finalio,

there is imperfection in the beft, 1 but yec their inis done

away in Chrift, cheir fin is noc layed to cheir Charge, but

thofe that are meerly legal, while they are firiving, they

finand contract Guiltinefs upon their fpirits, and ivlies
upon them, and they ftand charged wich it.  Buc then it
may be faid it were herer that they did noz ftrive, nonot

foneicher, confcience muft have them firive, it would be

a greacer guilrinefs if they fhould not ftrive,though when

they ftrwe they ftand charged with furcher evil chen be-

fore, now this1sagreivous burden 3 asnow if a man were

rowling a ftone upa hil,and as fooneas he had rolled it
fup, the ftone fhould come down upon him again, it would
beamighcy tirefome wark, icisto with chofe thac are
meerly legal, while they are in duty, in working ,
Rl corsupeion brings them downagaine, and they con-
tract conkpually gualtinefs upon thex foules, -

AN

The 5. Burden of Legal ‘Pcrformancel.

- 5. Thofe thac perfarme duries inameere legal way;
what they do, they domeesly ouc. of feare, they are puc
upeun it inaforcibleand rigotous way, they ateputup=|
o8 a} cheir duties io a rigorous way, meerly by force and |

conitraint,if you put a man to do a ching meerly by force,
it is very sedioys to-hamjand efpecialy whenyour forcing
ofhim ismiuhrﬁr,as thofe that ace flavesihey arenot on-

ly exbosted 0o sheicdmy,wni;hbbwmnda:ﬁm .
- 0 ey
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they are fer upon their duty, now this is very burdenfom:
if indeed they might be put upon ic with love gentle, and
fair cariages, they fhould doas muchas they do wich a
greac deale more eale, butwhen al meanes thacis ufed is
rigorous and forcible this makes their lives burdenfome
un:o them; foic ishere, chey chac arelegal, performe
duties,buthow ? the terror of the law, the flathes of hel
fire in their confcience, and the fear of the Judgments of
God come unta them, except youdo this you may fear
thac the Judgments of God wil purfue and follow you.
In the night {eafon when they are in. the darke cthey are
filled with tercor, and when this terror comes upon -them
then they muft go to prayer though they have no mind to
go to prayer, for their confcience elfe wil fly in their faces
in theday time, thefe are jut like the Children of Ifraed
in Egypt, the taske mafters putthem upontheir worke
with rigor, that their very lives were tedious to them,
whereas thofe thac are fanétified they go to performe du=
ties out of loveand fo their duties.are fweet and- delighe-
ful ta them. .

Tbe 6. Burden of legat performances.

- 6. From hence follows thac thofe that are meerely legal
in their peiformances, they do their ducy with -much

- | ftraicnefs of fpiric,they have no inlargmenc of heart ufual-

ly,very racely in any thing they do,buc they doxc ( if chey
dodo 1t )inadul mnner,%cgezad%yggaly the wo:K
done and no more, their {pfsits are excedingly ftrait,pray
they muft, {omuch time they.fperdin prayer, but when
they are rifen from prayer they find their barts are as ftraic
asever, I do not fay buta godly man or woman may be fo
at fometimes, buc when duties are performed ina legal
wiy , this is conftantly fo, and Oh.what a burden is
this to a foul, . to chink. chas I can never go inco the pre-
{ence of God but I have ftil adead, ftraight heare, others

haye enlarged hearcs,but I do che diky and nothing comes
. - nf
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ofit, I feelmy hearr alcogether fraicned in the duty and
{o I go on'in the rounds, but ftilam ftraitened,  dead, and
dul 10 che pecfocmance of the duty. -

The 7. Burdenof Legalé’erfarméncn.

7-_ Thofe thac performeduties in a meer legal way, find

i0g co come of cheir duties, bucaremeerly asa horfe
mthemil,go the rounds, or as ifa man were to rive or
cleave a knotty peice. of wood, he ftrikes, but che knotti»
nefs of the wood gives the rebound to the axe and wedges,
aad he can make no marke of i¢, thougha man ftrive and
work hard, yer if he findes his work gces on, here is fome
comfore , buc when he works andyworks, and it conin-
ues {o fhil, chis isburdenfome.  Ifa man fhould be fet co
pulla logg out of aditch, and injoyned to work from
morning conight, and he pullsand pullsal che day, and
it ftics noc, isno furcher onin his work ac nighc then he
was i the morning, and be mufk go to it the nexc day
ard noching comes ot his work this is very tedious, foit1s
with thofe that are mgerely legal in theic performances,
they find little or nothing comes of al their performances
and chis muft needsbe very burdenfome : you that have
been thus burdened, know, this very texcconcetnes you,
and Chrift hach choughts of you and calsyouto himfelf
andfaith, Come to nie,as it Chrift thould fay, cerainly
there rsanocher way for you to have eafe and reft ro your
fouls, it 1s true you muft go anand do yourduey 3but you

and reft co your fouls. |
The 8. Burden of Legal Performances.

thecruch s, lec them toil never fo much in that way,chey
can never attain co cheie end 5 -let them o1l neverfo much,

performe duties never fo many , increafe their dutiesa
L, ' ~ . chnnland

muft.come coknow me in the gofpel befose you can have|

8. Thofe thatpetfem;é duties in a mecr legal way,the| -

59
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thoufand fold, yet they can never actain umeo their end =
Theirend what s thac? you wil fay, Fheir #ndis, chae
chey might have peace with ‘God, live and have evernal
life; ic1s erue, ‘bafe hipocrites look ac profic, many wil
makea fhow of religion, get into houfes, and talk of good
things, thatchey may getgood cheere, meat and drisk,
and a lictle gaio, beingof a poor, and unworthy Spirir,
buc I {peake of thofe thac aré grown higher then chus,)
thofe that performe duties out of conliciente, and yetne-
ver attain o their end, nor never wilattain to their end‘in
thisway, til they come to know more of Chrift ; I{peake
of {uch as defire reft co theic fouls. yetinthis way of &
g:ldpﬂ formances never gain this reft tocheir fouls, and,
and cherefore itomuft needs be burdenfome wnto
chem.. R : .

Theg. Burden of Legal waorMna:. -

9. Thofe that performe duties, in a meer legal way,
chey goeonand performe duties, buc whether Gol ac-
cepts of chem, yeaorno, they cannot tel, dothem ch
muft,buc whether God be their enemy or their friend chey
canot tel, cender up duties to Ged they do every day,
buc whether they tender chem up to an enemy or a
friend chey do not know ; fomecimes they have perhaps
fome good hopes that God accepts them, buc never come
to any knowledg of Gods acceprance, they go up and | -
down continually with Jealous choughes of God, fear-
ing leaft God wil takeadvantage of them at the laft, this
1muft needs be burdenfome. Many poor {fouls havegon on

in this condition, one feven yeares after anosher, and al
for the want of comingto Jefus Cheift for reft unco cheir
foules, then comes reft to the heart ofafinner when ic
knowes and .can fay upon good nd, though my
hearc have much corrupeion, chough my duty bave much
imperfection, yet through a covenant of grace what 1do

the Lord accepts of me, whereasche other never comes to
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know that God-doth accept them though they performe |
theix ducies never fowel, :

Tbe 10, ‘Bufdmvf Lepal Performances.

10. Thofe that performe duties in a meer legal way,
their {piritsare hurried onto do the work, to do the thing
that confcience requires, although inregard of their weak-
vefs , the doing of fuch athing, ac fucha cime, wil hinder
thejdoing of other duties that &od requires of them, buc
et do it they muflt, 1do notfay duties are not to be

neat this time, bus fuch chings asconfcience cels them
are good rthey are hurried on to do them prefencly,
in regard of their weaknefs the doing of them gow
doth hinder them from doing other chings of more confe-
quence: aswe find by experience many that are weake,
yet under the command of confcience and ‘are inalegal
way, fuddenly there comes fuch a thing into their minds,
1 muft fpend fo much time in praier, faich confcience you
annot do too much for God, and why fhould you noc
fpend fomuch time for God, riow by this means they are
hurried on to do the duty, though by the doing of it at
that time, they fhal hinder themfelvs inthe petformanée of
many otherdutiesafterwards, and I have known by ex- -
perience many-thac have been greivoufly burdened this
way, what they prefently apprehend o haveany in
it, that they think they muft do, although they
by thac 'be hindred in the performance of many|
other daties afierwards, whereas now if we were
inced with the liberty we have. in Chrift we would
be able co fatisfie our felves chis way, though I am weake
now, yetIcanappeale to God chat my heart is upright,
and though I do forbeare the doing of fucha thing thatin
#scwne nature isgood,yet my confcience tels me, it is not
dirough a witful neglect of what may glorifie God, nor
becaufel wouldnegle€tany ducy that God would bave
'medo, but becaufe I know rhrough my weaknefsthe do-




-9

" < Qfthe burdenof Legal Perfor ”"”“‘.‘l’

1.ing of chis at thistime wil hinder me in the Service of God

rwaies: therefore I beleeve that God wil 3ecepe of me
in Chrift and pardon my inficmities ; chus the Soul can do'
that is in Chrift, but chofe thac are Legal,conicience puts

| chem upon Duties, without regarding cheir ftrengeh, and

fo puts chem.upon ftrong Duries when chey are in the
weakeft Capacity, whentheyate weakeft, confcience
wil put them upon the ftrongeft Duty, now chis is for
the waoe of the knowledg of their liberty in Jefus Chrift,
for chey have this libercy 1o Chyift, chat Chuaft accepes of
them accordingto what they areable co do, the Gofpel
holds forth this acceprance,chac let chem go on todo what
they are commanded in uprightnefs, and though they

. | cannot do {uch Ducies becaufe they are weak, yet God

acceprs of them for Chrift fake, which one chat is Legal
cannot do but confcience hurries him onto do rhe Ducy
when he is moft weak, and fo he doth lefs tor God then
othecwile he would er fhould do. :

Tbe x1. Burden of Legal Performances.

11. Thofe chat perform Duties ina meer Legal way

on toyling buc {til they do not kuow whether

al hald ouc arno; Igoonand domy Duty, buc what
wil become of me God knows, I1do not know whether I
fhal hold out or no, 1 ain afraid that when I have done al,
labored and toyled what I can, that I fhal prove an apo-
f¥ace,a backflider ac laft,thus they have many fuch jealou-
fies of themtelves, as they are ful of jealoufiesof God, fo
of chemfelves cthey are afraid of themfelves, wel, iftrou-
bles and aflitions come I fhal fal off aud turn, and mani=
feft chac I wasbutan Hypocrite and alwaiesunfound,
now, thefe very thoughts makes their lives and Ducies
burdenfome unto them,” whenas one thac hach che benefic
y of che freedome of the Gofpel, one that is in Chrift,he can
€0 on;wel,though I am but weak yec I bave aneverlating

nrincinla

‘f-

‘.i
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principle thac wil hiold, for I doit by the ftrength thac is
everlafting, though I be weak yet Iam - faftened co that
thic is everlafting, I am carryed on by fucha principle
. | thac wil hold on to everlafting life; and Oh! whaca reft
isthis, here is reft indeed, for-the feul to know chat
though Iam weak yecI fhal hold on to-everlafting life,
whenas one that is Legal he is ever jealous and he.:iinks,
what do I chisfor, I (hal fal off-ac laftyand fogoes on hea-
vily and is croubled in his thoughts, and chis makes both
his Duties and his life burdenfome,  ftil I fay Chrift cals
upon al chefe to come unto bim, ftil chere isa reftin Je-
fus Chrift, ic isimpoflible we fhould {peak of all thefe
things at onee, buc now Iwouldonly find out thofe thac
Chuift cals; youthac find ic thus chat are ready to fay,
pult as ic is faid*in' the word, I find it in my heare, 1
only’ fpeak to you to raife up your Hearts to actend
to- what is further co be fad afterwards; only re-
member thic of the poor Blind man, when Chrift called
him, they comforced him with this, be of good comfort
be called thee, {o Ifay to you that Labor under chis bur-

faith, Come

Saints have 1 Chrift, Chrift cals royou'a
n and [wil

untome al ye that are weary and beavy
give you Refte. . ’

- Tbe 12. Burden of Le ga} Performances.

12. Thofe thatare thus Legal, their conlciences put
thern upon performances of Duties, but thexr Humilia-
tion and cpouble for not doing of what they ought todo,
doch hinder them from doing whae God tequires, and this
sa fad condition, 'thac when 1 have not done my Duty,
and am troubled foc not doing my Dury, thac dosh bin=
der me fromdoing my Duty, whereas thofe chat have
Evangelical Humuliation, ic makes chem more fic todo
duty, the other it makes them more unfic, theix heasts

den and long toknow the true liberty of fiiri’c thac the|

are more fullen, fretful, and untoward, and:hit}s:
a
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-fad condition, that not only they failin-other Duties,but
‘when they aretroubled for this they fail more, firft chey
fail of chei Duties, and their hearts are hardned a great
while, and chen they Complaine, that their Hearts are
bardened and thac tb"ﬁa"m‘ be Humbled for their fin,
after this complaint they begin to be troubled for cheir
{in, and rhen on the other fide when they are troubled af~
ter fuch away as. they grow fullen and difcontented,
wexing and fretcing of themfelves, and by chis chey come
to behindered as much in the performance of their Dut

as by the hardnefs of theit heacts before; fome are hind‘i
| red by their hardnefs of heart from performing of Duty,

and athers by their humility : now this isa very great|-

burden, youmay fome of you find it in your ownex
cience, that the trouble of your Heare hath rather hin=
dered you then furchered you in Duty, asin Exodus
when &oﬂr came to cthe Children of Ifrael, the cext
faith they did not harken unto him, becaufe of thea
uith of their hearts,fo'there is many people chat have fuch

al trouble in cheir Hearts and that for their fins, asit|

‘doth hinder them from barkening untothe bleffed found
of the Gofpel, ic makes them more unfic to harken to the
invitation of Cwift cocomeunto him, yea fuch kind of
trouble they have for their fin thac makes them as it were
gaf;m away the blefled comfort in the Gofpel to their
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YEZENAIRT: 20 Vil P R VIaNE
' CHAP. X::

The Sad condition of fuch as are under the Burden of
Legal Performances fet forth in Six Particulars.
1. That which fhould be accounted their bappinefr,
is their Mifery. 2. It ix a means to caufe bard

ment. 4. Tbey bring an evil report upon thewaies
of God. 5. Tbey- keep no proportion sherein,
6. Theyare kept off from Cbrz]{' N
NOw that which remaines s to fbero yose the fad con-
dition of men and women that are under this Le-
gal Performance,that are in this condition; we foalfind
that the conditian is very fad and infupportableto many.

if we do fet out before you the fadnefl and grievoufnefs
tbofe that are under this Burden. v

The firft Mifery.

Ficft, Is not this-a fad ching, thac that thing which
fhould be thecheif joy of ones heart in this world; which
we fhould account our priuiledg, bappinefs, and the be-'
ﬁinning of eternal life;cbat we fhould account thaca mi-
ery tous, asthus, the performance of Ducy, todothat
which God cals for, we fhould account it our priviledg,
happinefs,and the beginning of eternal life. And indeed
it1sfo, if we do it in the way that God requires, buc
now one that is under this burden doth the things in che '
meer outward a&, bucdoth them as neceffary evils, ac-
counts them as evil things, only hecannor avoid them;

1

thougbts of God. 3. It caufeth great difcourage- |

and this text wil appear to be a text of wonderful mercy,|

- whicl’

thkmuandwomaus'oondigon is very fad, chacchac|’
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which others accounte their hap pinefs, life, and Glory, he
accouncs as his Mifery. '

The Second Mifery.

Secondly, there is chis evil alfoin the bnrdenof LeEJ
performances, thac chis is a means to caufe hard s
of God, and if God go no further with them then this,
that they perform Duties in a Legal way, cthis wil occafi-
on many bard thoughtsof God and of his waies, and chey
may find chac they have fo, many times when theichearts
are pinched with this burden, they have many hard
thoughts of God, and hard thougths of bis Law,
and bard thoughts of his *waies, this is very
greivous when the foul comes to find che com-
mandements of God to be grievous and o to murmure

of confcience, they goon in Ducies but becaufethey get
no peace, not ortynor Maftery over their corruptions

they begin to repineand murmute ac God, fay they: i
have done thus and thus, and I have performed Duties and
nothing comes of chem,and there upon they begin to leave
and bace chem. -

- The Tbird ‘Miféry.

Thirdly, chere is this evil alfoin the burden of Lagal
rformances that it caufes a finking difcouragement;cheic
earc dosh fink in exceeding difcouragment,aftera while
they go on in pecformance of Duties and find nothing
comes of it, and they fink under it in dilcouragment; they-
thinkic is in vain to go any further,and they are defirous
to caft it off wholly,and chiuk it isthe only way fox theic
eafe and reft, hence follows, that therefore there is a way
open to temptation for. the Devil to come and eempt

—.

- them either to loofnefs or to difpair: itis many times the

and Af (i1ch nANnT rrearniras aveans (A Kanlaalad rn cmeee -

and repine againft God asmany do that are in ttouble | -

|
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in and reveal Ghrift unto them; ane of thefe ewo is the
Conclufion, either they caft cff the Duries that before
they made confcience of, and fogrow co be loofe and pro-
phane; or ocherwife if confcience purfues chem more and
moxe chey to difpaire, fomtimes upon their
fick bed and death bed, come inte a raving and raging
iftemper; as by experience we find ehat many after they
have been a longltime underh h: trwbhdconfcie%c;,,:;d
eonina way they have grown very 5
g:n“e was a cir].:eg:hac they durft nug::gk& Dus in theic
family and clofet, but they come afterward to think that
this was but Legal, and now they caft them off, and give
them{elves ro loofnels, “and then they have nothingto

~

plead for themfelves but chis, thiat chey were under Legal

pecformances, and they leave chem off, and chus they

this way to Reft, buc Oh! woful this is togo tothe
%)evilfor Reft,if you had come to Chrift you mighe have
had Reft bur thete give up cheirSouks co.che Devils Reft,
and grow to loofnefs and arenotorioufly fcandalous in
in their lives, 1fuppofe if you wil obferve it, you need

" oot go far tofind examples in thiskind: but others that

cannot getche Maftery of cheir confciences, they grow to
difpair, when they come upontheir fick beds cheir bearts
are overwhelmed with dupair and {o they die; Now Oh!
whac pity itisto loofe fuch Souls ashave gone thus farin
the way of Religion. Asthus: Firft, théy dothe fame
things thac Gods people do for the outward aét, théy do
the fame things the Saincsdo.  Secondly, They ate very
Confcieritious of what chey do, make conftience of <heir
very chouglits, and of theic fecret waies. Nay, Thirdly,
they know chey have to do wicth God in every thing, they
have their hearts f6, wrought wpon, thac they ferchem=
felves in che prefence of God alwaies. Nay, Fourthly,
“They. beve the feer of God, the feacof eternity upon
theic hearts continualdy, and yex perifli ac laft; and al for

rthe waac ot kno wledg of the Golpel: it is crue thefe' men
fay . oopht, thacif their \gtt aty fuch whodid put them
. 2 upon
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'upon Duties and not open tothem che Reft thac is in the
| Gofpel and in Chrift, if cthey did fo, chey are rightly
- {blamed for purting men upon Duties, God forbid chat

any that take upon them to preach the mind of God unto
people thould rett here, inmeerly putring of men upon
the pecformance of Duties, for we know to be under che
Law and to do Dutiesin a meer Legal way 5 isa moft
fearful burden, butnow thisis our work, to invice you
to come £0 {‘elfus Chrift chac you might have Reft, if chere
be any chat knows what it is to be burdened wich Legal
performances, the maine thingIfhal dois to invice chem
to come to Jefus Chrift, and we fhalI Hope bring them
co cheir Reft, feeing Chrift doth invite them fo gracioufly
to.come unto him for cheir Reft. - .

Tbe Fourth Mifery.

Fourthly, there is this evil in the burden of Legal per-
formances, that they who perform duties in a Legal way,
do bring an evil repore upon the waies of God, for th?
goalwaies heavily and dully on in Gods waies, and fo
they bring an ill report upon the waies of God, whereas
when the Heart is fanctified and caryed on by a divine
principle, fuch a one makes the waies of God beautiful
and lovely tothofe thac they converfe wichal, buc they
that perform Duties meerly ina Legal way they goonfo
Penfively,fadly,and dully, thac there is no beauty ac al in
theic Converfation, and they makeothers afraid of thofe
waies thacare fo tedious and irkfome to them. ‘

| The Fift Mifery.
Fifthly, ThereisthisEvil in the burden of Leﬁ

1 per-
formances:that chofe that perform Duties meerly ‘aple.te-
gal manner they do not keep any proportion in the waies

of God and in their Duvies, but meerly accord,inﬁ tothe
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ftirring of confeience,if confcience be awakened & flirred
then they are carefol to perform duties, butif confcience
do not ftir them they are carelefs again & therefore thofe
that do perform Dutiesin this manner, you fhal not ob.
ferve an evennefs intheir waies, but fomtimes they are
very ftri@ and darenotfor their Lives omitany Duty,
but at other times they are loofe again, for it. is accor-
ding to the beating of their confciences, they do not
work according to the new Nature, for that which
works according to 2 new Nature works in an even way,
whereinisa proportion between one Duty and another,
and this may be an argument of tryal whezher thae that
youdobe from the change of Nature, or from other
principles ; if there be a proportion between one duty
and another, yoube not very forward infomthing and
backward inanother, thatisa fignitis done from a new
Natare, butif you make confcience of fome thing, and
atother times in other things take more liberty this isa
fign that what you do is but Legally done, and this muft
needs be burdenfome:as itis a burden to a man to goup-
on uneven ground one Leg up and another down, fo
for 2 man to perform Duties up and down, forward and
backward, hereisa Great deal of burden in that way,
whereas thofe that come to perform Duties by the fpiric
of God,in them their way is made even for them;not but
that Gods people may fomtimes be better then they are
at other times, yetthereis generally an evennefs and
proportion between their adtions,

The Sixt Mifery.

formances, thatif fo bethat by chefe Duties their con--
fciences come to be quicted, then they are kept of from-

Jefus Chrift, thenchofe that perform Duties ina Legal

Sixtly, there is this evilin the burden of Legal per- |

Jefus Chrift, there are no people more kept of from |
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:manner, aud bave quiet of Confcience that way, yea
not only kept from Chrift, bucfarcher, they ferup their
Dhuties in the place of Chrift, and make them to be cheir

| very juftification; what is itthac many people would
| prefenc before the Lord for their Righceoulnefs and

Hope of Heaven, but performance of fuch and fuch

| Duties, thac the Law requires: now here’s a mighey
‘| miftake though we are bound to obey Gods Law, yet
| for us to come and make this eur Righteoufnefs before
1God, and fetit up before the Lord to be ourintereft for
| eterna] life, this is to put Jefus Chrift out of his office,

and make ouy owa Duties to be our Saviors, this now is

- lexcecding dangerous, and yet how many people are

shere that do chus, and therefore I have beenwilling |
to be the Larger in this Point becaufe it is not an argu-
ment that we do every day meet withal, and alfo becauf®
I would have many whofe Confciences begin to bein-
lightned and much troubled to know where they are,
what is the ground of their trouble, and where the bot-
tom of theirtrouble lies; there are many people thatace

{fo farto bebeloved, thatthey are very confcientious of

Duty and abftein from thofe (ins ghat others live in, and

| perform Daties that others neglet, but they go-on veey

heavily and {adly for many years together, and the
truth is,they know not the ground of their trouble, from

{whence their trouble comes: now by that that 1 have
_topeaed to you in this Poinit, you may come to know

whence al your troub!e comes, whenceitcomes to pafs
that you have gone 3n in that fadnefs and heavinefs as
you have done, you have done your duties ina Legal
way, youn bave not beenacquainted with the way of che
|Gofpel. -You wil fay, what is that way, how fhal
| we be eafed of this busden,when I come to that, there X
fhal fhew.in fome meafnre the Reft that we lawe in

" |Chrift from a} thofe “ordens, that 1 bave opesed, Chrift

wil not have us omit duties every.a whit thie more, byt
in Chrit we fhal fee how they are pesfonned withja
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at deal more eafe thed before, not mote eafie to the
E:h, bat in the fpiric, and whofoever you are thatare
poder this Burden of Lepal performances, if your hearts'
tel you this is my condition, the Lord kaows itismy
condition, Ihave indeed made confcience of my waies
a great while, but I have gone on juft in this Legal way
as been fhewed in this Point : if this be your condi-
tion, fo far be comfort to yon, and know that Jelus
Chrift cals you, it is true, your condition is for che pre-
fent fad, yetthereis help, Hope, and Remedy in Chrift,
come to him and he hath promifed to give you Reft, and
teashiyou to honor God, that fhal be mose comfort to
your Souls than this way you are in, the way of the |
Gofpel is a fafe way, and a fpeedy way for comfore, and
itis as holy a way 100, therefore the way of the Gofpel
dochnotcal to you to make lefs confcience of your Da-
ties than you did; No, but itisas holy a way, and a

more fafer and fpeedier way than that now youarein,
Chrift cals you. : T -

Xmefi. But you wil fay, Doth Chrift cal to thefe to
cometo bim for Reft, as if be did approve of their condi-
tion,and as if it were a thing that ought to betbat people
ouglt to be burdened by thefe Legal performances.

Anfw. There are fome of the hurdens here, thatitis
true ought to be, and Chrift approves of them, thatis
to befenfible of the guiltof our fins apd the remaining
part of corruption, &c. and Chrift cals thefe as appro-
ving of them fo far asthey are good, though not traly
good, butthereareother burdens that are upon (nners |
thiat Ghrift cals to come to bim to be eafed of, notas
they are approved of by Chrift, bae Chrift pities them,
and hathcompaffion ypon.ihofe that are under thofe
burdens, aybeing undera great mifery, as nowwhen a
man fhal make. Confcience. of his waies, when Chrift

| thall fee 2 poor foul to make Confeience of his waies, to
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" have the fear of God and his eternal eftace upon him, to

. |nefs wich God and eternal life, Chrift fees thac al his la-

I I I e YO P ey

Labor and do what he can and al chis whilenot inthe
right way,buc thinking by chis to make up his Righteouf-

bor wil come to nothing, if hego on in this way he wil
loofe all his Duties, and notwichftandingall the confci-
ence he makes of holy Duties he wil perifh ac lat, ex-
cept he comesto undesftand the way of the Gofpel, of
juttifying finnets before histribunal fear, notwichftan-
ding al the Duties he performs, excepc he come ro un-
derftand this he will perith, now i pity and tender
compaflion to fuch a Soul chat hath done {o muchand

.|gone fo far, the Lord Chrift doth cal fucha Soul to come |.

to him, that it may have Reft and peace, thac irdeed ic
might have thac Righteoufnefs that may make ic ftand
with-comfort before the great God, and come to have
eternal life at laft, but for our comming to Chrift and our
Reft in him, chac belongs to the other Poine, Thus much
for che opening of the burden of Legal performances.

. CHAP. XI.

Of tbe Burden of Corruption, And that there i
Cogfuptio? in fg} s.;‘ainu. 'B(e’i; a@ ‘Burden.
1. Of Griefe 2. hame. 3. ear. 4.0

" Care. 5. Of Labor, and Toyl. ‘ f

‘He next Burden is the Burden of the ve-
mainiug part of Cerruption intbe Saints, thofe
that are godly and bawe their part in Chrift, and bave
come to Chrift already but yet they muft come again and

ain, that 1 though they be beleevers and bave exercifed
aith tounite themto Chrift, they bave [t} remaining

in them much Corruption, much Sén, they muft.come e |
' Chrift
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Cbrift agaim o be eafed of their Corvieption, andfiill all
the deies of their Lives to be exercifing of Faith in
Cbrift, te be eafed of the Burden of rematning Corrupti-
onthat 75 in them. : :
Thar the Corruption thac yer remaines in the Hearts of
the Saints s a Burden, I fuppofe every ane of youcan
witnefs, thataregadly, thece isno godly man or woman
in the world but knows what the meaning of this Point
is, perhaps che other Point of Legal performances was
fucha Pomx that many of you fcar¢e urnderftood whac it
was, buc becaufle I kaew it was of exceeding ufe to ochers,
though #r might not be underftood of many, they muft
not loofethew portron 5 buc chere is none chat hath any
fpark of godlynefs but do and wil underftand what I
taean, and whacIfhal{ay in.this Point of the burden of
Corruption thac doth il rem3in in thegodly, -in the beft
that kive upon the Earth, and that every oneacknowledg-
eth, it isinevery mans mouth almoft, we ace al finners,
bug now here isthe Différence between che wicked and
the godly, the wicked have fin enough in chem, but it
isno bucden cothem, bur tthodly have their {ins to be
their busden, the remainder of fin though it be never fo
litle, ic is a moft grievous Burden uncothem, and to chefe
Iam ro fpeak out of chis texr, yea Chrift himfelf {peaks
|to them, Come unto me, ye thac are Laden with the
Burden of G ion, the burden of fn thac fiil re-
waines in you., tome, and 1 wil: give youReft in
teyrdofdanu:dnn. R L
Now to-provethac there isa remainder of corruption
in thegadly thatisaburdento them, Iwil give you buc
oue {coipeure chat fhal ferve inftead of the reft, and thatis
e o e
svbo me. s of deash, 1 thank Go
sbrengh Ftfus Chrift .onr Lord, heve we haveindeeda

o

comentary:apon thistexc, who fhal deliver me faich Pan}

O ! Wretched manshat 1am who fhal déliverme from

shishody ofdeath, there’s the fisft pars,the burdes of cor~
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ruption 8 thea he runnes co Chritt, I chank God through
Jefus Chicift, So then-1my felf voith my mind ferve the
law of God,. but with my flefbibe Law of fin, 1have got
eafe and reft by Chrift by running to him, but marke the

| foripeuce, O 5 wretched man that Iam, Pazl chougha

odly manand cne eminenc in grace, yethad remain-
a0g in him a body. of deach, his fin thac was inhim, he
calls abody of deathy it was as adeadly -thing unto his
heart, and ic was as a body becaufe ic-was made up of ma=
ny membecs as a.body is, .there were maay finsremaining
io him, and al.che. faculties of his foul:and memhers
of. his. body were .defiled -with fin, and- cherefore
he cals itabody of death: Now the-Apoftle-isfofen-
fible ofthis,: thac he givesa grievous asit were, O+
weetched manchac Iam,. he counts it hismifery, in chat
itappeares cobeaburden, and chen hefhreikes out un-
der hisburden, O ! wretched -man -that 1am, Asa man

. [ orsvoman thac. hath a burden -1aid upon cheir fhoulders

and being not able to beareit, chey giveagreivous fhreik
ac theburden falling upon them,{odoch the Apoftie here.
And obferve fureher thac the Apoftle Pawl hadas much
of the burden of afli¢tien upon him as ever any one had ;
/o man had moce of the of affli¢tion then he had as
youmay read in the Cor. 1. 4. and Gor. 2. : 4. the-af
flictions of Paui were exceeding.geeivous,. there was ne-
ver any more abufed. then hewas, he tels you of being
ftoned, fuffering of . thipwrake, and abufed' of his owne
councri=men, cthat he {uffered nakednefs and bunger, and
waswhipt 4s if he had been the moft notorious: inal
the country, he had the burden ot‘difgracefug:u im, ac~
counted che off- fcowring of the worldy and che burden of
‘poverty, . wanted cloathes.and bread,-and wasfain togo
upanddown from place ta: place, yer notwithftanding
thefe burdens upon him,you never read thac Pani did ac-
counc himfelfa w man in regard of thefe burdens,
yorsnever read that Pasl cryed out, O ! wretched' man

| chas T am,shac I want bread;thac Lwant cloaths,O-wreech-
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edman.chaclam whipt, and abufed, ke doth notcry,

from afflition, who fhal deliver me from perfecution
no, wefind in {cipeure thac he tejoyced in affiction,
when be was caft inco dunieons be could fing pfalmes,
and when he had the whip, he could fing pfalms and re-
joyce, but when he comes to his fin then he falles under
thac burden, who fhal deliver me from that, as if he
thould fay, O! Loid letc mebe nevér fomuch afflicted
heerein this world, yet ifI cold havemy foul delivered

was delivered from the dominion of his fin to, and yet he
cries out under this burdenof his: fin, who fhal deliver
me. Jappeale inco many of you what clofer.or fecret
chamber of yours can ever witnefs that you were thus

from chis wretched beart thac Ihave, many of you we
hears try ouc of poverty,  difgrace, and trouble in your
families and che like, bue who ef you cries out who fhal
deliver me from chisbody of death, from this fin of my
nacure 3 many of you perhaps do not know whether you
|are delivered from the guilc of your fin, you do not kaow
whether any of your finsare pardoned, youare not de-
livered ac al, -and-yet you donot cry our, but Paslhe
was delivered from cheguilc of his fin, yet the very re-
mainder of finin his hears wasa burden to him, there is
much fin in many of your hearts, and you ¢ty not out of
¥, Paulhe was delivered and yecbe aryesout of it, who,
fhal deliver me from this body of deach, = ° _
Bue now to openthis, I fbalfbew, Firftk bow many
weies the remainiug part of corruption 1 aburden to
the Saints. ' ‘ . o
Secondly, What kindof buvden it ise

outy, O ! wrerched manthacI am, who fhal deliver me}"

from ¢his burden of my fin, I thould accountmy felfa |
bappy man, and yer he wagdelivered from the guilc of fin |
for be knew he fhould never go to hel for hisfin, and he |

aying out in refped of your fin, O wretched man or wo- |-
o thac Lam, who thal deliver’mgﬁom this body of fin, |

"mAtesen

Thicdly, Open the Pgﬂicnhu, Joewing that ﬁr_;fult .
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natyre jga burden, andibe flirring of corruption abur-
den, and the prewailing of corruption a burden.
Fourthly, Why itis that God dotb foin bis prowi-|
dence order things , that bis owone (aints fbal besmder.the |
burden of corruption , and fo make fome application of it.}|
Ficft, Then inwhat refpe¢t the remaining ' past of fin |
and corruption in the heart of the faiats isa burden.

Tbe Firft burden of Corrmption.. .

* Firft, It isaburden of greife unto them; yow know |
grief caufeth heavinefs and fadnefs, now. the remaindes
-of-corrupt ion that they find in them, icisas leed and lies
heavy upon theic {pirits in regard ofigreif, itisthe caufe
of their grief and trouble; fome wil fay perhaps fomecimes
to others, fuch and fuch chacare profeffours of religion
they go very fadly and heavily, and when once youcome
to be to (trict- in your way;. you- wil loofeal your com-
fort, for fuch andfuch are alwaies fad and penfive, buc
do you know whac.is the reafon of their {adnefs, you
have asmuch canfe cobe fad asthey, the burden'is nos
becaufe they are religious, but becaufe chey areno’ mor¢
religious, not becaufe now they do mote duties then chey
did before, buc becavife chey cannoc find cheir hearts come
up tocheir. ducies asthey would, do not atribute their
greif totheir godynefs, but racher fay to thy felfchus, if
they thac do 1o much for God, are yet{o much troubled

{and preived,. becauft they do no more for God, ‘how

mych caufe of crouble and greife have I theny thatdo no-

ching at al for God.

The Second burden of Corruption.

* ‘Secondly, The refneining part of corruption ia the
hearts of the faints, it is @' burden of fhame, greif isa bur-
den, and fhame is aburden, many that can beare great
burdens, that can beare the burden of poverty yecare not

able eo beare. che burden of difgracey: efpecialiy 2o thofe

thar
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that-are molt ingenious, it isone of cthe greateft buedens
in the wotld, .now the (aints they are athamed af tbe coce
mn that remains in them, they account. it a thamne

the Lord and bafore his blefled Angels, and inrev
gusd of themfelves, what they know of themfelves thae
the wocld knowes notof, they look uponic as athame
thac they doeven Joath and abhor themfelves as che fcrip-
ture fpeakessic may be their lives ate fuch as othersdoho-
nor and have highthoughes of chem, bur they being ace
quainted wich their own heaets, and looking wto the fe-
crec wocking of theic own fpicies, they fee fo much evil
ehere, asthey fee much caule to abhorand laach them-
telves, and to lie downin their thame before the Lord,
whom they know doch fee intocheir heartsa grear deale
more thenthey can foe chemfelves. 1 wil a&pealto any
one ehat knows his owne hear, i Geod thould open your
hearc and make it known to your friends apd acquaintance
fo much evidas s in your heae in the performing of one
dury, ifalmen fhould know fo much evil as isin your
heart at one cime in praier or hearinga fermon, would
you not be athained, pow God knowes and fees al the
bafenefs and vildnefs of your fpirits,and the godly know-
ing this, they cannor but be athamed and go undex this
burden of thame with heajgghbearts. - -

Tbe Third bwrden of Corvuption.
Thirdly, The temining'paré of Corruptien in the

hearts of the godly, ic carries wich itabueden of feare,
fear you know isa great burden as wel as.greif and thame

an evil apprehended to.come them, it is & great bur-
den to'zbgg, as thofe chac d;p:nu go out of dores in the
might becaufe-of {eare, or dare not bein the dark becanle
of foar, when they are delivesed from cheirfeares, do they
nor acceunt that it wasa geat burden, :naw-the god}

hey-have a great deal of fear wpon theic bearts, and the

tiough the evilbe not fo greacupon chem, yeif cheicbe|
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truth is thofe ‘chat are godly they fearmore what cheir
owne evil heares fhould bring upon them,then'whacal the
divelsin hel and alche crestures in the werld cap bring

chem,andthat isa good fear, bucyet it makes chem
walk: heavily : orhers feare, fometimes chey fear men ,
feat thofe that wil come and take away theic eftates and
undo chem, fearg cheir enemies or feave the divel, but
one that is godly he feaces more his own heart,the evil ghat
may come to his foul b{ thac, chen althe hucethae al che
divelsin belcan doto him, for they cannot el moce
thenthe body, 1but thisbrings an evil upon the foul, it
breakes theic communion becween them and God, and

therefore chey are afraid of fin before it comes, they - have
eﬂ)etieme of their hearts what evil ic bath done to chem,
andfo areafraid of mifcairying, and atraid of the evil
confequences of rheir fin they do not know what mifchief
their {in mighe poffibly bring upon shem, and fo they.goe
under this burden of fear along ume together, even thofe

‘thac aze cruly godly.

e ‘l'be‘l?ambbmzlchﬁfCorngption.

‘Fourthly, The remaining part of corruption in the
heaxts of che faines, isa f care, for menand wo~
meD to be alwaies careful, 0 e ful of care,  you know
that isa great burden that many of you are acquainted
with,that when you havea greac deal of bufinefs upon you
and much lies upon you, when your choughes are ful of
care, is it not a great burden to yeu ? many men that bave
been ful of buftnefs, and afierwards have goc over their
bafinefs,: what a freedome do they account it, the faincs
they have 2 burden of care upon them, becaufe they find
fo muchtodowith their. own hearts thac they had need
be:waechful nighe anddrz:mhun, they have .
sience whac their hearts havedone, when there bach-not
been a firict watch over them, and therefore there s no

Child of God bu if he be in a righs temper he isa careful

Lo 2 X T 2N
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man, fo long as we live in chis fleth our condirion is ful of
feares, and fo-we muft neds be ful ofcare inthis world,
therebe a greac deale of difference between the

| diftrading care chat wicked men bave about their oucd
ward eftate, and the care of the godly about keepingcheir
wh God,making up their peace. with God,avoiding

the occafions 8 temprations to fan,8 recovering themfelvs
again when they bave been avercom by fin, I fay chis muft
‘needs make chem ful of care, when aman hatha greac bu-
| finefs upon himheis ful of care, chere is no men in the

man and Woman that isgodly, they know chat they have:

ver bufinefs cthac lies ufon them, thenalche world
E:i‘da, the.care of the whol. world liesupon chem, yea
and .they have not only bufinefs of great confequence up-
oa them, but multicude of bufinefs, the life of a Chrifti-
an is a bufielife, a life of a greatr deale of bufinefs, a
Cheiftian Woman hath abundance of bufinefs codo, and
cherefore it isa moft vild ching for one thac profefles het
felf cobea Chriftian, tobeidle and to fpend her rime
vainly, baftthon nothing todo t you fpeake of pafling
away time, agodly man or woman hath enough to do

with God. %zght;eﬁdesultbeur;s is frgtd_aiwdt of bufinefs

them &chey have mulcicuds of hindrances too,if you
h“;: great bufinefs, mukitude of bufinefs, and mulci-
tudes of hindrances, and efpecially if you are undone if
you fhould mifcarrythis now wil make you very careful.
A man chough be thould mifcary inthe world, ic is not
fogreatanevl, asfora Chriftian to mifcary in any one

thac he Hoth performe, a Chriftian whenhe goes to
:gormc aducy he thinks thus, Imuft now caufe al che
faculties of my {oul ta pe working in every duty thac God
pcalsfor, wel, and if Imifcarcy inche duty Ifook upon it
asa geeater evil then if I were undone in my eftace, or bo=
dy, andI findabundanceof hindrances, thac wil indan=

woxld that bave fo much bufinels upon them as fucha |

they have to provide for eternity,and to make their peace |-
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| fpend his ftrength, ic muftbe in chis way againft his cots

g e tb mifcarry,therefore I'muft necds be very carefal g

noWw §n Ghrift there isa greac deal of eafe in this refpedt,
| ¢hofe that are” scquainted with the way of Chrift, they

arémigheily eafed of the burden of tare,now thofe chat do
performe duties and do not cometo Ghrift, fomuch as| -
they arekept off from Chrift, fomuch the more wil the
burden of tire be, not only chofethac performe duties ina

legal way ‘have the burden of care upon them b}
{the Godly alfo. . :

2

Toe Fifth 'burhn of Corruption.

:Fifchly, - The Gorruption thar remajnes in s ic brings

/& burden of Labor and toil, for there is no fuch incenfive=

|nefsinany labor inthe world asa Chriftian hach apainft

|his corruptions, he doth not onely fay as many flighc
and vain {piriced men and wotnen do, Lord have me

upun me, and weare alfiners, and 1 would do ocherwi

1 have good defices : no, butaChriftian knowes that he

againft his corruption, and ifever he Toil, Labor, and

Tupcion, now there iseafe in ‘Chrift for this burden too,
fy ? becaufe Ghrift gives power againft corruption,the
way of réft in him is by comming tohim, fo that we fhal
ot need o coil and Labot in them as befores now if grief
'[bea butden, #vame aburden, Feare a burden, care a
xburded, and if Laboring and Toiling bea burden, then
rthofé thac are Godly are under a great burden in regard of
their Gorruption, this fivesfold burden, '

R K L '
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tuft draw forch al che faculties of his foul andbend them|
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The Burden of Corru[’tibn fet forth ineight particu-
lars. 1.1 35 afoul burden. 2.1t bath a otber bur-
dens in it. 3. It it aContinual burden. 4. It
males al other things to be a burden. 5. It is abur-
dento God bimfelfe 6. It makesthe fins burden-

Jome toalothers. 7. It makesbim burdenfome to
bimfelf. 8. How greivons foever , we cannot be
rid of it inthis life. o

Urcher for the propertie} of this -burden , what a|

kind of burden 3t is, 1bat the people of God fell under

their corruptipns,

The Firft property of the burden.of c orruption.r

Ficfticisa foul-burden, other burdens are ratheg bo=| .

dily, icis eafier for aman to bearea burden upon his
fhoulders, then to bearea burden”upon his conicience,
their it lies wich cormenc,and che burden of corruption it

is a burden upon our very confciences. Many hetecofore
have (aid chac people muft be content to beare, though
chugs were required of them that ought not (o be, if
they went under them as a burden they thought they were
wel enough;many chings thic were in the worfhip of God,
falle worfhip,they would fay,for theic parts they could be
content they werc otherW,:lg_,& they went under them asa
butden,& tbey thoughc thac was enough.  Icis true, if ic
wasonly a burden ot our eftates that 1t was only in out=
watd things i was {onuthingsbut whea ic comes co the buc-
den upon out confciences;we mult learn co diftinguith be-

eween the burden upon our fhoulders, and becween che
' vV T asndes
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burden upon our corfciences, and {o many Chriftians
they could beare butdens upon chem fhoulders afwelas o=

thers, but they could not beare any burdens apon their
Confciences. : :

-The Second property of the burden of Corruption.

Secondlyy It coneaimes in it almoft al other burdens,
asthus, is poverty d burden, fin makes us poor, is difho~
nour a butdert, fin brings difhoner, is debr, fora manto
bein debr, aburden, fin bringschat too, forgive us our
debts faich Chrift, he teacheth us foro pray, fin thezefore
hath al orher burdens init, andchereforea greac burden,

Tbe Third property of the burden of Corruption.

Thicdly, Sinisaburden that is Conftant, nigh and|

day,continually it is upon the foul of the godly a burden 5
if men have other burdens upon them fometimes thay have
eafe, porters chac caity burdens alche day, yer chey
have dinner cimes and ac nighe chey goto bed and seft
themfelves, fothey have eafe thac way, but now finisal-

| waies a burden upon the Godly night and day, they can-

not gee off chis burden, to Jay of a burden a quarter of an

| boute it were fome eafe, but now fin is fo greac a bucden,

asicis continually upon the faincs.
The F ourth property of the burden of Corruption.

Fourthly, it is fucha burden, asmakesal other bur=
dens tobea burden, asic contains in icalother burdens,

fo finis that which makes al other things burdenjome }

that are burdenfome , ;; n;wa m;:; :_r l\;:‘oman thac is
poar, poverty isa great burden, Ibutif chere be fin with
poverty,that makes i a burden indeedsficknefs is aburd

I, but fo far as fin is mixt therewithal, fo far it isa

greater byrden, and fo Jofs of eftate and the like ,
and
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as thus , I would compare al other burdens co this,
as water in.a tankerd when your tankerd-beacers cac~
ry water, ic isaburden to them, but chey haveareseo
make thesr rankerds light as can be, buc now if they carri-
ed their water ia tankardsof Lead, though che water
were no heavier, yetthis would make ic more burden-
{orne 3 fo ficknefs, poverty, lofsof eftate, chey are buc~
deniometo al thac beare them, buc yec the corruprion of
fin when the heart. is corrupted wich fin, thae isas lead
chag makes ic the greater burden, and cherefore finin the |
hearc is {uch a ching as makes al ocher things burdenfome
thac are burdenfome. Though a man fhould loofe al
bis eftate in one nighc,this might be fomeburden, but he
char bath {ia upon him, thac makes al ocher burdens te be |
huh[mo ’ e )

Tbe Fifth. property of the Burden of Corruption.

Fifchly, Sinsa bunden uotoGod himfe)f, much more
:g0the faiuxs, God cries eutchatbe is preft under finasa
Carr is prefled chat is ful of fheaves, ic isa burden to che
4picic of God, and cherefore it is faid thac che fprtic of
daodis greived, and ic muft neads be a greac burden co chy
foul, when thou fecft and knowaft it isa burden to cby
father, it is 3 burden £o the {pirir of God wheseby thou
art fealed to che day of redemption. Is it nocaburden
o the beart of any ingenious fpiric when he fthal confider
thac chac which I have-dose is 2 burden o my facher, o
che {pacit of grace ? .any ingendous child, it wilbe a bur-
sden to bim thac he hath done any ching againft his facher,
now fo Jong as thou haft any finin thee, thou art a buc-
degeoGod and tothefpiric.of God.

Tve Sizth property of the burden of Corrsption.
Sixthly. ] As it is a burden t0.God, fo it is that chac
makes s burdenfome unoal ‘thac we Conveife withal,

’

and
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' and the more Corruption that remaines i our Heares,
che more burdenfome we are to all rhac we converle wich=
al; fome there arechough truly pedly, yec they have fo
much Corcupricn in them, - tnat chey are burdenfome ta
all thac chey converfe withal, as ina family, cake thofe
that are paffionate, though chey havegodlivefs lies atche
botcome, yet how burdenfome are chey to thofe that
| converle with chem, others they have extream ftout
and ftubborn Spirits, ochers have fullen Hearts, ex-
tream fullen {pirics, others have flight and vain {pitics,
others proud and envious fpirits, and others Covetous,
now there is reafon they fhould feel the burden them-
felves, for others feel che Byrden when itbreaks forth
from them, and cherefore it much more apgrivates
theic Burden, chofe ‘that are truly godly thac are
overcome with paffion when they chink thus, Oh!
what a Wretched Heart have 14 thac I fhould break forth
into paffion, in fuch and fuch company, Oh! whata
Wretcham I, thae 1fhould not only be burdenfome to
| my felf but tochofe that Iconverfe withal, Imakeno|
Queftion, bucl fpeak to many thar have lamenced ¢heir
condition in chis kind alone, inthac they have been fo
burdentome to others, it istrue, 1have beena Burden
tofuch and fuch, butthe Lord knows ic is much more a
burden comine own heare, and tomy felf; chereforethe
remaining part of Corruption is fucha Burden to the;
odly, becaufe it is a burden to others, whenasall che| -
'| people of God fhould be ufeful in the places where chey
live, chey fhould live fo asthat all thac live by themand
with themfhould blefs God for them, chisthey thould
endeavor todo, to live in fuch amannerasall that come
neer them fhould blefs God that ever they came neer, oc
had convesfe wich chem,. .

1
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The Sewevntb' ’Prqu'rtj of the Burden of Corruption,

|- Seventhly, This Burden:is {uch a Burden, as makes
thofe that are godly co be burdenfome to themfelves, yea
even tobe weary of their lives many times, Why? For
their Corruption in themisa great deal more grievous
then Death would be to them. We ufe to exprefsa
thing chat isvery grievous to us, and fay i¢ isdeach to us,
thofe thatare godly can fay fo ot their fin, and thar is one
Reafon that Paul gave that Name co his fin, a Body of
Death, Oh! Wretched Man thas L am who [bal deliver
‘me from this Body of Deatb, Why? becaufe che re~
maining Corruption thac then, was in his Heare wasas|
Death to him, fo ic is Wich the Sawnts, the Corruption
what remaines in their heaies it is Deach to them, and they
can appeal unto God, and fpeak thusin his prefence.  The
bicernéfs of death would not be fo much to me a thoufand
paccs as this Corruption that isinmy. heares Ob ! his
Corruptionthat isin my hearr, thic overcomes me afcer
{o many refolutions, fomany Prayers, {o.many. Sacra=
mencs, o many inpagements, 1cis thac which niakes me
weary of my life, 3sRebeccab (aid, if Facob thould mar-
ry a Wife of the Dayghters of Heth, it would make her
weary of ber Lite; fo faith the codly, thistemaining
Corruptionn my Hearr, makes me weary of my Life,
what (hal 1 do thac carry fucha Body of Death about me
foasldo. There ate manv Menand Women thatin a
difcontented mood, fay, they are weary of their Jives,
buc this is tn a difcontented mood 3 but when could you
fay fo in reipett of your Hearts, whendid youtay, I
Jocks incodny Heart, and 1taw agreac deal ot un, Cor-
ruption, worldlinefs, Pride, Paffion,and the like, and
this is chac which makes me weary of my Life. The

- | eruthiis, che preac thing thac makes the people of Ged to

bewilling todie is this, becaufe thiey’ know’ when chey
' die




- die they fhal be delivered from this Burden, and therefore
when Death comes they entertaine it willingly, becaufe
| they know they fhalfin againft God ro more. There is
‘many of you, when you have lived a long time in fick~
nefs, and poverty, and are in great ftraices many waies,
you think if Deach fhould come to me I could be willing
todie, becaufe then 1 fhould fuffer no fuch things asnow
Ido, Ibut chat isno argument of Grace, but thisisan
argumenc of Grace, thac becaufe of thegreac burden of
| Corruption that thou carryeft abou in thy Soul, there-
fore thou would’ft be willing to die.

Tbe Bighth property of the Burden of Corrveption,

Eightly, Sin is a grievous Burden while we have i, end
ruakes us weary of our Lives, and yet it is fuch a Burden
as we muft cercainly carry about wich us, fucha
as we know we fhal never be freed from wholly whilewe
live in this world, icis true, wemay be freed fromtina
great meafure, Chrift faich,cometo meand you fhatheve
eft, thatis, fome Reftfortheprefent, and wholeReft
in the Life to come, butwecannot be wholly freed from
this Burden whilft we are in chis World. And thusmuch
for the properties of this Burden, what akind of Burden
the people of God feel under their Corruptions.

2
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* 1In what. refpetts Corruption 1 a Burden 1. In

tha our Nature is oppofite unto the very Nasuve ?f
God. 2. Itpreffetb down everyboly Duty. 3. It
affords matter for any Tempration. 4. 1t batha
Root from whence al kind of fin may fpring, 5. It
dampetb all the aBivity of our Graces.

T‘He third thing i to [beww that Corruption is a Bur~
den so them. ~

1.
Firft, For the corrupt Nature chac is in them, befides
the att offin, this muft needsbe aburden to che godly,
tothink I havea Nature contrary to God, to think now
and then thac they fin againft God, this is not the buirden,
but here’sche burden, Ob | Wretched man and Woman
tbat 1 am, 1have a Nature inme ihac is oppofice co the

very Nacure of God, to the infinite holinefs of God him-
felf, though God hath made me parcaker of the divine

God it {elf,
1L

.| Secondly, This istharwhich isasaheavy weight that
prefleth them down in every holy Duty, 1?30 th:?c 12.0f

the Hebrews, Wherefore feeing we alfo are compafJed
abont with fo great a cloud of witneffes, letus lay afide
every weight, and she fin which doth [o eafily befet us,
and let us ram ok pasience the Race thas is fer btf{re s.

Ha

Narure, yec ftil1 continue ro be oppofic to the Narure of |

l\
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In .zébat. G{e[pq&s, it i aw :

He fpeaks here of original fin, che fio of our Nature
efpecially, itisa weight chac lies upon our hearts_in the

* | performance of holy Duties, when we are firiving co get

our heartsup t0 God.  Thus corruption of Nature keeps
themdown. lremember che ftory of rhat good man,
thac going 2broad faw a Bird flutcering up, and when ic
had gotup, it fel down again, and chen ic’would Hucter
up, and chencome downagain, and he looking withcly
upon'it, faw a ftone tied to the Birds Leg, and upon that
the good man begins co weep, juft fo, faich he, icis wich
me, I would faingetup ro God, f#in°would have com=
munion with God, and fomtimes I am getting uptoGod,
buc ftraightway there is a weight chac puls me down. Do
not you find icthus ? You thac are converfant wich God
you that get fomeimes alone in Duty to God, and you
would fain have your heirts raifed to God, but how gre
your Hearts brought down' again, and rioconly in thefe
private Duties, but after'publick Duties,a day of fafting
and Humiliation fomtimes, Oh at night yourHearcsare
up, and now you refolve you wil Live above the World.
And above al thefe things here below, and ‘you wil live
more to Gods Glory, but how are your Heares brought
down again by this corrupt Naturethat is in you,
1L

Thirdly, Corrupt Nacure is a burden, becaufe ic
affords macter for any tempration in the World, there 1s
no temptation to any kind of fin, buc our Nature affords
mateer for al kind cf temptation, what a butden is chis,
ifa fhip be on fire in the midft of other fhips, and we

. | know that there isa great deal of Gun- pouder inche thip

that is on fire in the mid(t of the Reft,  would noc hethac
oweth the fhipbe‘afraid, and wij he not toyle andufe
al means hé can thac the fire may not take hold ofshe
Gun-pouder, Icompare all the temprations to {in.abouc

us unco che fire, now we are compafled about witli the
! g 2 - fice
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fire and what are our Hearts inthem, there is matter for
{the temptation to take upon ; as the Gun-pouder is mat-
ter for the fire to take hold of, 1o our finful Hearts are as
ready to take npon every tempration as that is ; now is
not this a great Burden? That I thould carry about me
inmy Heart matter enoughto entercainal (in, 2oy finin
the World, yeathe fin of Blafphemy apain(t the Holy
Ghoft, if 1 had not the mighty power of God to reftrain
'\me, thus it is with the finful Nature of man.
1V.

Fourthly, The finfulnefs of our Nature is 1 burden
in this refpe@®, to bave not only marter to entertain
temptation, butithathin it s Root from whence, (if
God doth not come in with his Grace) all kind of fin
may fpring up from it, though there fhould be no kind
of tempration, many of.us dq cry out of the Devil and
temptation when we are overcome by fin, but confi-
der what1fay, there is notonly thatevil in your hearts
that you are ready to entertain all temptations, but
there is that evil in your hearts that would breed al kind
of cvils whatfoever, though there thould beno tempta-
tion, thoughthere were no DevilinHel; as thus now,
you know thereare the feeds of weeds in the ground,
though it is trae, they do notcome up to flowrifh til
the ninand the Sun draws them forth, yec ftil there are
the feeds of thofe weeds, fo asthey would come up in
dme though not fo foon, that excepe they be rooted up,
they wil come up intime ; fo itis hete, there is not only
inye@ions of the Devil inus, but our corrupt heart rif
ethtoit, it is one thing to have fome filthy ching caft
uponus, and another thing to bave the Body ferotten
that e flinking fteam fhould come from the Body it
felf, one may bave fome unfavory thing caftupon him
and fo be unfavory, but when the Body is rotcénaud
that caft apon one, that would be moreunfayory, fo
itis here. mav bethe Devil mav bring fome temptation
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Inwhat Refpect it is a burden ).
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| fturbance in our fouls as the Devil can.

'. this refpe®, that it wil damp all the a&ivity of ous

: God make it to be the joy of their Souls to be aQive and

'upa Candle, fome Gracg in thy heart that fhines there,

- | nugl fighting by this Corruptionagaint al that & good,

‘| greatburden that there fhould be Wars and Rumors of

uponus and make fome difturbance in our heart, 1bue
there is thatin our Hearts that wil make as greaga dim

Y.
Lattly, The Gnfalnefs of our Nature isa Burden in
Graces, the livelynefs of our Graces, now the Saints of

firring for God, but now this Corruption that we carry
about with us dampsal: as oow a candle, ifit were ina
Coal-pita Mine, there would come adamp that would
make the Candle .bura dim, 10 the Graces of Gods
Spirit, in the beft of us all, are bucasa Candleina
Coal-pit, thy hedrtis like a Coal-pit,. and God hath fet

but now though Chrift takes care that all the damps of
thy ‘Corruption fhal not put out thy Candle, yet God
fomtimes dimmes this Candle that it doth not fhine fom-
times, takes away the beanty, liveline(s, and. a&ivity
of thy Graces, that though thou hatt fome life amd
burnings, yerthou burneft but dimly before others with
whom thou .doft converfe. I do net now fpeak
of the ftirring of (in, the working of fin, thatisthe next
thing that I fhal open, how that is 2 Burden to. the
Hearts of the Saints; as for inftance, you know that the
Scripture tels us that che flefh fights againft che Spirie,
and che fpirit fights againft the fleth, there isaconti-

Row ghat there fhould be Corrnption in the Heartthat
sontinmally fights againft Ged, that is.a more fearfatl
thing, fo it is in thy Heare. Now to bealwaiesina
fight or 8 combate it is a fearful thing, we countita

Wars within our gates, 1but, there is 2 greater warin
thy Hearr, It isa thingthat was not thought pofiible

aeradé }
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