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TREATISE
Earthly—mlndedncfs

GHAP I
The Text Opmed.

PHILIP 3. laccer part ofthe 19: verfe,.
'; . --y-.-a-%o mind Earehly things.

%ﬁ&s“ﬁls recious Scnpture cleer bo’lds

3: d ! géllferent dd‘p?ﬁcio?l of \;itk#i
a.nog y nlen; e y of fuch
! ﬁ-& T i@ w;ck;«eil m(t:‘n, as fet t’hem‘;:fv':s againft che
‘Galj or i¢ relaces to fuch ag; wege

"’*"“’*‘9‘ ‘piote edmfenﬂ:sto the Crofsofq:hnﬁ',

tla ¢ chey gonld to hinde
fﬁéofhccé o‘fthe N{xmﬁr of fﬁ;. thall findif ygu
look back afew verfes, thalg chis’ xsnmnt ofcho[e kmdof
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menefpecially, for he tels us, that many walk’d (o, as they-
- were egemigs to, the Crgfs of Chrift: they were thofe thac:
oppnied the preaching of Puul, and his Mimftry = and he de-
. fcribes thofe men what they wereby divers Characters, buc
. - ’}e creac of none but this, Who mind Earthly things. .
Dpoyory7es . Who mind Eartblyibings ; who faver, orrelifb Earchly
. - things, fo you may tranflate the word as'well. Itisa’ general
word comprehending the actionsand operations, both of the
underftanding and will: I¢ isin Scripture applied to both, .
but moft commor.ly to the Actions of the wil and affetions ; .
+ weare to openit parcicularly in Ations of the Will.

. - . e & ot 4 S -
wirpe "'~..¢E§,.¢5MJM§;] The things thas abuﬁmﬁe‘érth;’\%at- -
, foever they be, the Beaity che Glory, and P.igentry of the
Earth; the Profits that ‘are’Earthly, Pleafures and Honors
of the world’; who mind any things inogdinatly thac are fub-
. . lonaty ;ccommodations{ﬁutw&antyjfaixd behavepur felves
A udvyag asfre @mi‘{enrdftl‘re(}t:yof‘ Heaven for foth® words in
:::’:;::f';‘“ the Original are, it we fhould thus reade them: Our City
migges  -wobereof weare Citigens, and whereunto we baveright,.js -
nos ut muni~  Heaven. ST -
ceps celorum  Buc our Converfatidn, our City Conwerfe, it is of things
gzs gt:ngw;: thac are above the earchi:“when the Apoftle would have men .
Pi?fa:'. ““* o follow theirexampleand vot the example of others, in the
adverbum.  17.verle,heuleschisasan Argument fajghe lmf),,fuck;and fuch
mofira (ivilis  men are enemies to the Crofs o1 Ch ,and they make theic
vitainc®ls  belly their God,andtbey mind TEgrthly thikgs: donot fol-
&  1owchem,donorhearken what rhey fay to you, they come
up ahd down from hute to hou's, aud whilper,chis and .
‘;%t, t@yolt; and Would cake }“quotf from thewaysof .Ged,
} Gt ‘hacki “begun £o ‘enlgheét‘you, and ta fiir youe éonfai-
“ences, donot let the Ervec'ious affections of your {oulesrtn .
waft towards them, buc be je followers of usas we are of .
“Chitift 3 for pﬂrf(_?oqv;erfacionjéj‘s in Heaven with -our.- Lotd
~dhd Mdfter; tHere ‘cémes in ‘the Arguryient iri "thé 20. véife.
-Baitihe being the oplly’ feope and Miedning of che words,
© “takethis Dofftinal Truth, - . e o
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“That this 7s the great difference betweeen a wicked man
and a g¢dly man;one minds Eartbly things : and the
other batw bis -Converjation 1n Heaven. lintend to
handle both thefein order, o .

One of thete minds Earthly things ¢ It isa paralel Scrip-
“eure that we have in-3. tothe Rom. 5. verle, ‘For theythat

- are after ibeflefb, domind the things of the flefb. Domind, a¢

Doct.

DroUY Y,

_hereis the fame word, only here the Participle, and there in ®foreiaw

the Vetb, bur the meaning is the {ame, ds: they, that afe afrer
the Earth,mind Earthly chings : fothey that areaftér the flefh
~favour flefhly things : the firft parc of this poine, is the dis-
cription of wicked men, that are enemies to che crofle of
Chrift, and to the waies of godlnefs,- and chey are'men thac
mind Earchly things, the more grofle of them are defcribed
- before, Tohavetheir bellies tobe their God,fome of chem
are very fenfual, drunken, unclean, and aleogether given
to facishie the fleth in flefhly lufts: Butchere are ochers chac
donot appear to be fo brutifh, yet they are ‘men of earthly.
mjpds, favor only of earthly things, and thel¢ ape che
nmenthat ate fecret enemies to the Crolle of Chrift,yea; and
wil many: times appear fo to be, it willbreak outac:length =
Such aman whofe {piric hath. been earthly fora longtime,
will appear ac length to bean enemy to Chrifts croffe. Now
in the handling ofthis point, 1 will propound thefe; Fives
things.to treat Of . ;o s ian
"Ficlt. What it" is-to mind, eartbly things:in: a:fnfull
' Earthly-minded man, that we may know when &

. man # an Bartbly-mindedman ,. what it is tor

. ..« mind Eartbly things, that the Apoftle bere :def+
N eribesgmicked magnby. Withput the opening of 1
- al that 1 fbal {ay. aftecroards poth be but to listhe
U e .
. Seconidly : T he great evil that there. 75 in minding of
o S f.,"{F!?b!-.f’;?n&f : and1fhal 45{‘;@%60‘10& agreater
i, o ERHIR RGN you argaware of 3w i
g S yD 2 © Thidly
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. ‘way:. orthus, When a man may be faid to be:ary - v
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. Thirdly, Lay down fome . Convincements wbereby,
thofe men and women that(it may be)) think they are-
cleer from this fin,.yet may bawe it difcovered unto -
theirconfciences, that they are the men and women.
thatda mind Earthly things.

Fourthly. . Ifhall .fea ch into the Reafon, Why it is:
 that thebearts of m:n and women arefo much after
- Earsbly things. s
Fafthly. . Lifball labour to-take off your. bearts from .
Farsbly things. Thefe are the Five things that are
to bedone in thefirft part of the point, Namely, the
‘Gharitter of wick:d men bere laid dovwon, Who -:
mind Eacthly chings.

s . Bortheficth Who they are, that mind Bartbly things. .
Gertainly, they are nocall thofe thac enjoy earthly chingsy ..
- all men that do mak ufe of :earthly chings, muft-not be con-.
demned - for.minding earthly things. Pawul himfelf inthis'.
very Epiftle, wheve he wroteto thefe Philippians,. chap. w4+ ..
verfe. 12. - Thoughheknow how towant, yet he know: how.
20 abound : he could tell how to make ufe of earthly. things;, .
yea, and he. gives charge, That all thofe thar are inftructed -
thould make fuchas had -inftructed them partakers of ail <
theic goods.. I¢ may be, they would havefaid, is not this - -
Tomind Earchly things? To;requier thofe that.are inftru~
&ed, to.make thofe that-did inftraét them.partakersof all : .
their goods : Paul doth charge this. Yea, and Chrft himfelf,
even 1n that Seripture where he does labor moft tatake the. -
thoughts of men offfrom the earth; as notrotake any thoughe -
what they fhould eat or drink, yet fath;he. Your beavenly
Fatber knows that ye bave need of thefethings 5 inthe 6. of
Matthero : and Gal. 6, 6. Lethim that s taught inthe Word
communicate unte bim thakteacheth in allgood things : and .
if there be any pretence againft it, yet faich he, be not decei= -
ved, God 75 notmocked 3 for. whatfoever a man fowetb,that .-
Joallbe alforeap. Thustherefore it isnot here charged,asa -
T : note,
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rotéof an evil man, to have earthly things, and doth juftly re- -

. quire what is due unto him,as here Paul doth 5 and the Ga- -

latians could net charge him, as breaking his own rule which

he wrote toche Philippians 5 and therefore we muft enquire

out fomwhac elfe that’s hear meant, by minding earthly

things, When a man or woman doth mind earthly things -
inha finfull way, And forthat,thereare thefe feveral particu-.
Jars confideradle. . '

. CHAP. IL.
Earshly-mindednef difcoveredin Nine particulars.

“things as the greateft things of all, whenbe batha. -
"B Dbighefteem af earsblysbings,as T HE things: as -
i thus: O if1had fuchand fuch chings as others have,
O how happy fhould Ibe, how happy are fuchand fuchmen
that do enjoy fuch earthly things ac their will, in their dwel~ -
Yings, their furniture, their comings in, Oh thefe are the. -
brave things, . thefe are rhe: delighful things, thefe are -
‘T HE chings wherein felicity -and happinefs- doth confift, . -
When men- fhall promife -to themielves felicity in"any
earthly things, then they mind earthly: things.- I remem- -
ber golden mouth’d Chryfoftom hach a fpeech of a covetous .-
man, That he .looks upon his Meney, and he. fees more -
beaucy in his Money thanin the: very Sun. it felf thac fhines :
inche Fitmament : When men look upon the things of the -
earthas the. moft beautiful thungs in cheir eyes: Certainly. -
that man is in a diftemper, when%xe'pu:s fuch an high efteem .

T HE ficft is thisc Whena man looks upon eartbly -

- upon any .earthly -things, this efteem is not accarding :co + -

“what God and his Saints do put upon earthly: things, God

never puts any great eminencie an any earthly thing 5 he -
rieyer’ made: any earthly. things to be any " great. Gonduic, |
A . OF..«
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or means of Conveyance of any great good from himielf
unto his Creature; It you would know what your heares

. are, you may know ic by chis one fign as.much as any,

Whar do you account your excellency ? according to whac
any man or wouman accouncs their excellency to confift in,
toare thedr hearts, their-hears are fucable 3 in cthe 2. chap.
of Genefis, 28. 39. verles. Y ou thall tind there, Ifuac blefling
of Facoband ‘Efax, he blefles them -both': but now, whac | _
would obferve is chis, the differenc in the placing of them,
you thall oblerve, the blefling of Facab ia the 28. verfe,
therefore God giveih of the dew of Heaven,and the facnefs
ofthe earch,and plercy of Corn and Wine, shat’s Facob’s:
blefing : ' Now look to Efan’s bleflingafor the blefling was
fuzable to their diipafition; and-Facob’s- father anfwered
and faid unto him, behold thy Blefling fhall be of che fac-
neis of the earth, and of the dew of Heaven from above:
mark, Ifaac blefles them both with the dew of ‘Heawen and

fatnefsof the earth; but now, in Facob’s blefling the dew -~

of Heayen is ficft,and the fatnefs of the earthis in the fe-
cond place; ‘butin Efaw’s blefling the fatnels of the earth
I firft, and then the dew of Heaven :noting this, Thar a.

‘gedly man indeed, doch ftaud in need of the things of the
earth, as"Chrift faith, your father knows you ftand in need -

of thefe things; Ibuc the great thing in the firft place thac

a'godly hearcdoth mind, it is The dew of Heaven,and ‘then
in the fecond place, The bleffing of the earth; But now, a-
carnal heart doth think it hath fome need of the things of
Heaven, it will acknowledge thac: T butin the ficft place.
1’s che fatnefs of the earth they defire: and fecondly the.
dew of Heaven, So that that’s che firft thing: Earthly mins,
ded men look upon thefe things as the high and. cliief:
thivgs, and hence ic is that the choife of the thoughts of an'
earchly«minded man is carried out on worldly objects. ,
Secondly,When the cream and choife of the thoughts of men

and women are bufied about eartbly things, then they mind

eartbly things ina finful manner: You may kiow. whac .
youc hearts ace by your thoughts as much as any thing, the

thoughts

et O i, R ol - I Sttt . st Janalond.
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thoughts are the immediate ebulitions or rifings up of the
heart (as F may fo call them) chac is the bubbles thar come
“from the heart immediarely ;3 man.cannot know what is in
his heart fo much by wotds and actions, as by the thaughes,
becaufe the thoughts immediately {pring from the. heare, .
as thus, . 1 can tell what, the water ' is in fuch a  fountain .
becter from thac that bubble(s up,jmmcé@'rély frony che
fountain- head,than Ican tell by the water chat ryns inthe
ftream a mile or two off, for there may many things ncervene -
in the ftream a mile or two off that never came from the foun-
tain-head, buc that thac immediately bubbles from the -
fountain-head, that difcoyers. of what nature’ the fouptain
i5.2. So tha thoughts are.as itwere the firft:barn of the heytr, |
.and therefore the heage-may :be known, what ic is'by the -
'thoughts, Prom. -23. 7. faith:the holy Ghoft thére, A be -
thinketh in bisbeart;fo.ss .be; That whicli, is here fpoken m
a, particular; cakeimay be agplied 1n.the gensral, Asa man
thinks in his heart (o ishe, ‘4s his thou f;;tgr.g; " 53,5‘333“?-130
ka-ttie heass psha Fhonghgsofthe qund atey Men may, keep
‘inwords andy pétians ppsiof by E?&%% f B i 'Y'OP'TC‘MS
‘know .what, the heaet,i3, and, look inte the hauncs of it in -
{ecrer, thar would di{cover to youg {elves what yoy are;: .
26 nog, My eﬁy9%&lslﬂanqswh?{la fhey saee i your, pre-
Jencebafare yiau ar hefpre others they may, oup of divers re-
prgts capygiiapeamfelves fpicl, but it you wiuld i them
ut; labour o know. Wwharchey. do when'they are aloném-
stheir .psivate haunts : .. So, would. you know yout own
bopins s do wes fomouch look ap them, and tike a lcantling .
-of thes pyehyos you %;mt', you {elvesn ords 304 ‘ackions
rhefpiaprhers By, whas. they ays. i, ybur privace chimbers,
:Y!m&vﬁheh%.‘%%ﬁlﬁ‘!‘1‘..“.‘3& i 3}39%@3‘ of dhe mind, there
theheast comes o be dilcCvered rmolt 3 And by chéle thanghts .
-X.do:-not-pgab every kind of injection; or fugg#ftion,
afor fomenmes ithe Devil may: calt jyevil thoughes ineo she
.moftholy 5,bug Iimgan juch thoyehis a are yeertothe (i),
<wihereby the foulccomes £q,fuck pul fgetnels, 30d equticp-
JERERLy! ;&ox “chag’s wthe  minding " eartbly ‘things, whin
T ' R you
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ycu find the ftrength of yourthoughts to be upon the
things of the earch : and they are more {urable to your
- hearts than any other : Itisnot when thruogh weaknefs
- the mind may be wandring this way or that way, or
- through fuggeftions or tempeations; but now, when men
or women are moft themfelves when aloneand free, then

" for to examine what are the moft furable choughtsto theic

| -hearts, Can you fay when you are alone, Oh the very

“thoughts of God are {weet to me, Imedicateon his Law

+dayand night, and fuck out {weetnfs there #s from an ho-

ny comb ? Buran unclean wretch will fuck éut {fweecnefs of
<his unclean thoughts when he'is alone ; -aiid to the earthly
minded man will fuck out the fweetnéfs of his earthly
‘thoughts, and fo che Ambitious man che fweetnefs of his
pride when he is alone, and thefe are the moft contentfull
thoughts to him, he can runalong if i¢ be two or three
hours cogether and take delighc and pleafure in them:
here’s Earthly-mindednefs. R
Thechird thing is this, An “Earchly «inded man, i one
-wwbofe beart cleavves to the earth.: for{foItold you the word
‘was, not only to mind, but tofavor the things of the earth =
his hearc doth cleave to the earth-: The 'Plalmift in afac

“differing cafe faid, thdc his {oul did cléave to: the duft: buc

i’ trite of many menin chis- cafe that ‘I am fpeaking of,
their very fouls:do cleave tothe duft, their fpirits aré mix=
ed with the-earth, and therefore they are droffie: Though
_itmay be they ‘have fome good cammon gifts, fome geod
~natural parts, and fome yro;kinﬁs of the holy Ghoft upon
Phem, yet their fpirits are droffie, becaufe ‘they “ave
mi¥e wich the earth : difcqurfe never fo muchto’thete meh
of the vanicy of the things of the earth, théy will-givé: {ka
the Ig;ring, but whe ‘you have done all, their fouls do
cleav®o the earth -2 anddifcourfe never fo muchtoitheth &f
the excellenty of heavenly things, they will hear yéu, buc
‘when you have dohé al); their fouls ftit clavestothe!eateh: s
-Asa man whofe. foul “cleaves in lovetoa ‘womahy (A¢it is

faid of Sampfon, hisfouldid cleaveto Dalilah) talkwhic

you
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" you will againft that‘womezi,-"of(;f”the excellency of an

-other women, yet his foul cleaves co that woman : fo *is
inan earchly minded man, let what will be faid againft

~ the things of che eacch, or what can be faid forthe fetting

forch of the excellency of the chings of Heaven, yechis fou] -
claves to the carth: asche Serpentsbelly did co the duft of

{hnground- ‘That’san earchly minded man. - -

ourthly, An earthly minded man, isone whofe heart

is filled with diﬂra&ing cares aboucthe earth: what he.

 fhall earand drink,and what he fhall put on, haw he fhall

provide for himfelf and his family, and what thall "become.
of himac fucha time, Thouﬁh hebe well now yet whac
may become of him atefrwaids: when the heart is filled;
with diftracting cares aboutche things of the earch, o facas.
the hearc hathi thefeprevailing over ic, fo far fucha man may.
be judgedto be earthly. - o

" Thetearetwo things chatdo caqﬁe;diftracingpgrcs;abpm)
anie bufineffe. ‘ . o
- Theb\ﬁrﬁ is, An apprehenfion of fome veriggreat; evid,

In cafe I fhould bedifappointed, I look upop my diappoige-, -

ment in fucha thing asa moft  incolerable evil co me, Jf I
fhould be dil?pointed Iknow.not whac in the world to do;-
Thac’s che firft, ‘ v

. The fecond is, An uncertaintie in the means for she pren,

venemént of this difappointmenc: when as 1jook U

di{appoincmenc as a very grear evil, {0 thofe means thag,

thould prevenc and help me againft difappointmen Ican-

not truftto’: "I look upon them.astoo weak tohe .
notwithftanding ,3,@9‘? means Imay. yer k,diiappolsn?::;
this caules’ diftracting thoughts 3 - fo, 2cis i thechings of:
the earth, ap eatcthly minded man qr ‘Womaw Hach his

»Fho;;xghts fi’d wich diftracting cares abowtthe world, . Thac:
is thus, . ST

Fut, rhe;l;e looking upanhe thi?gg:lftheAWQrki as fuuch
greac things, they canceive if they d:-be difappomted ¢
they ihogﬁkbe_undone; they look upon ic:asfuchpgo&arfult
unfufferaly eviltq b& deprivid of their effate and outwacd.
comforts in this world, E ' ' y
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Secondly, They don’c look upon the means of provifi-- -
on for_chemfelves and-familiesas haveing anie certaintie in_ |
ic, which isa main thing to be confidered of : As for out-
_ward thingsin the world; they findby experience thereis ‘
uncercainty in thems.  And then for any promite that chere. |
‘#s in Scripeure that God will provide for,chem and cheir fa- |
milies, alas that they dare not truft to, thac’s a ‘thing that
of ali means they think tobe the weakeft, Lord have mercy |
upon them (fay they) if chey have nothing elfeto truft to,
but onlya word-in Scripture, they think themfelves moft |
miferable and wretched. But now, it would be otherwife.
with the foulific were noc earthly minded, it would noc. |
be ac-aniy great paufe- how things do faltour hierein che. \
matters of the world, it’s true, prehaps I may milcary in. |
fucy a bufinefle, andmy eftate may be taken from me by ‘
the Caldeans or Sabeans as Fobs was, bue 1 fhall not bc un-’
done,my happinefs is not gone, 1fhall have that chat will_
comtort me whenall that is gone ; fuppolethe woift, yer.
chis: will- not undo me, Indeeda man chac ‘fends abroad in,
a ventire' all his whole eftace, he isvery folicicous becaufe if
therebe M1 news about it he is undone ; but another man,
that hath: a great deal -of Riches, houte, and Lands, anda
ftockac home to maintainhim and his familv, Ifchere
comes. fueh ll'news, Lhavea:ftock' co live on he thinks,
therefore he'is not {o-much- {olicitous : Soa worldly man,
all his ftock isin the earth, there’s his only. portion, and °
if he mifcarries chere he isundone 5 Buragodly manthough
he hach thechings of che- earch;yer he hath fomething elte,
treafures in Heaven to reft upon befides the earth, and there- |
fore he isnocfo folicitous, " T .
Andthen for .the fecond, The ancertainty of meansand
~belp: ifagodly mad: lockes upon outward cauies, he fees
- allsuncertain, buc he hath a pramife to.reft upon,I will -
nener leazs you nor forfake you : caft your careupon me for
Iicare foryou; and this he-looks npon as a cercain means
ahd help, whatieever tals aut, here’sa promife that he can
biild: upon,. and. therctore ehis takes off . his folicicous -
ARSI . : cates.. -
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A Treatife of Baviblysmindedmefs. a1
' ‘cares': But an earcthly. minded man is one whofe heait-
s fild wich duftralting cares, becaule he ook upon himfelf
.as undone if he micarries here, and hath nothing to reft -

~ .upon for his provijion i chis warld, moge thaa the crea~

uge.
Fifthly, An earthly minded ‘man er woman, is.one -
-wholegreat bufinels ot his-heart and endevoors of his life
_areabout the things of the earth-: he makes i hisgreat bu- -
finels, and the ftrong endevours of his {piris are exercifed
.in the things of the earth : He eagerly and greedily works
‘with the ftrongeft intenc-ipn.about thefe things, his whol
Soul, the whole manis laid out about the world, it is the
adequate obiect of his foul. B L
ouwil fay, Ocher men they are bufie in their callings
as well as thefe thac you account earcthly minded ‘men, I
but mark, they are bufie in their callings in obedience
to God 3 and for outward things fet afide their obedience
to God, then (I fay ) all che things chac chez bufie them-~
felves about in the world, were i net under chat confidera-
vion that they were obeying God init they would not be
adequate objects for their fouls ; I mean by an adiquate
objec, thacchacis fufficient to take upthe whole ftrengch
. of the foul to lay itoue fully : P’le give you this fimilicude
- to exprefs my mind further, to fhew. you what I mean by
_an adequate objet, You havealictle child, he is playing
at fports, now this fporc hath as much in « as chere isin
his fpiric, there isa kind of equality between his fpiric and
" fuch a fpore, there is benific enough a child conceivgs in .
" fucha (portas it’s worth the Jaying out of all his ftength.
. 4nd mighc upon it: Now it may be, {ometimes a man ot
woman will play with their child, they will do as the
child ‘doth to play wich_ic, but this{perc it’s not anade«
quate object, that’s thus, a man or Woman for the, while.
~would pleafe chemfelves wich the child, but not (0 as i
there were as much good'in-this as would £ill cheic fouls, -
foasthey would lay ou¢ all cheic mind and might upon this
thing as that whichis fulleadcquace to the defiresof }heic
4 . 2 . ouls



S

"

e of Barthlymindednef.

fouls Butfpore is fully adequate tothe defires of the Toifl
of the child, but though a mau or woman doth fport fo:
with the child, yet chefecthings are not fully adequat to che

defices of a man or woman, and they. have other macters -

in cheir heades than thefe, and bufinefles ofa higher nature,

.and fo it is in chofe that are not earthly minded, chough.

they may be bufied about the things of this world, yet.
they ufe the world as i they ufed it not, thethingsof the-
world are not objects adequat to cheir heacts, a fpiritual

- heart refecrves the chiei ftrength of ic for higher things, k
follow thefe thingsin the world, but fo as 1 referve the

chief ftrength. for a more defirable good : As a man now,
if he hach divers trindes to come to him, pechapes he hath.
fome.of an ordary rank, they come firft, he makes ordi~
parie. provifion for chem, buc ithe hath any choife things
for enrercainment he referves theém for fome choife frindes .
shac ace. cotning to him-: foa man chat is not of the world
thowugh: heihdy be bufie in earthly. chings, yet the thoice of °
bishears he docli reterve for things of a higher natare. L

" remernbor Tertublian: hath a fpeech of the Chriftians how

they eat and' drank 5 when fup’d they eat and drank

* (faithhe) [y as they remembevedbey were to pray that night.

" convetfe: with Ged that night before h¥ ficeps, fo-thar he

before they flept - Soagracieus {piritual heast fulowshisout -

waril bufihéfs-in the world, but foashe remembers heis co

. téférvesthe foérgtt of his tpirit for comunion with Gods

buc now ché other laies out all his {erength as having no=

\ thing te do afterwards: fo that i chis, an earthly, and a

fpiritud} hearcare qiite coneragy 5 The Apoftieyou kpow

* would have godly men to. ufethe world asif ehey ufed ic

- chapter; L

not; fo on the contrary an -arthly-minded man ufes {pi--
rigual things as if he-ufed them notg look how an gar_chly

ginded” mané ‘hearc ¥s in fpiricual chings fo a fpiricual,
mind is in earthly things : An edrthly minded. man will -

do fome-things that aré fpirituals- he: Wit come and hedr

€ word; perhaps he will pray-in his familie; and readea.
1 }!’m : hl;: Heare is not mueh these,: he doch i as hg

—— e
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he did it not, comesand hearsaé if he heard not, and praies:
asifhe praycd not, he makes it not his bufinefs to pray oc
hear ; {oa fpiricual minded man he doth the things of the
world but as it hedid them not, I mean in comparifon of
his being bufie ‘in {pirirual chings, there he doth ic wich all.
" hismight; An earthly minded man is like to Corab, Da-
than,and Abiram,we reade of chem that chey were {wallo- .
wed up of the earch : and fo the truth i, che chings of the:
earch, Contentments, provifion for themnfelves and fami-
}ies in earthly chings, doth as it were opon and twallow up -
the very hearts of earthly-minded men : and tha’s che fifc
thing for the difcription of earthly-rhindednefs. o

Sixcly, But {uppole a man doth not feem to be fo-
ftrongly intent, to lay out his whol ftrength and hearc a-
bour earthly things, yet when any man or .woman fhall.
teek anie earthly thing for it felf (obierve it ) and not in
fubordination' to fome higher good, thisis an earchly-
minded man fo far as chis prevailes 5 in the 2 Cor- 4. 18. our.
2. oftle Paul { aks;‘ther? Qi;:he chings t}b\ac are feen thac are -
buc temporal, ile we look not at the things that are feen, .
for thethings that are feen are earthly and temporal .:f the":,:sfmm
word is as much as to fay, whilewedonot look as our fcope ™ -
upon tempordl ahd earchly things that are féen, we do not
make them our-end, but we (eek them in fubordination, there
is fomewhdt elfe thac we look at higher in all thefe things,.
as for inftance, a man thac is godly, he follows his bufi-
nefs ds othermen do, but whdc is it that he would have ?-
Ic’s this , IThe® my obedienceto God, and I would provide::
thofé things that may bé helpful to me coferve-God in my
generation ; tha’s my end, I can appeal to God in this.
that evenh in thie following my bufinefs and all outward:
things, it is that I might follow God 1 the ufe ot means.
for the providing of fuch things as may enable me tofeive:
hiin the miore in’ my generation: thi$ is my. {cope in what.
1do.  But now on the other fide; ‘an earthly-minded man .
rakes his {cope 'this; - e will follow his bufinels and look.
abouc the: b&ﬁm}& of his® calling that. ke nvighc gain, u?j :

.. © would:
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“would. get that he might get,he would have more that he
might have more, and that he and his children - might be
fomebodie in the world, and it may be that he mighec
have enougn to have his will, and lufts, therefore he fol-
‘Jows his bufinefs very ‘intent, meerly that he may get cofa-
-isfie the flefh, yea, indeedallthegood things that he doth
he brings them in'fubordination to earthly things. You
.may “take it thus, a f{piritual man "doth not {eek earthly
things for himfelf, but an earchly man doth; or thus
more fully, ( youmay makeita diftinct head if you will )

~ An earthly . man isearthly inall hedoth do, both in earch-
~ly and fpiricual things, and a f{piritual minded man is {pi-

‘ritual in all he doch, both in fpiricual .and in earchly
‘things 3 an earthly man when he isin .earthly things he1s

- altogether earthly, he lookes ner at -obedience to God in

‘what hedoth: as thus, I’le follow.my calling becaufe God
‘hath required -it, but.an-earthly man thinketh, Ile follow
it becaufe I {ee gain come in by it, this is earth; though
the things be lawtul, and i’ your duty to follow your

. alling, yet to follow it meerly for gain, chis is eacthly -
* :bue becaufe it is yourduty and the place God hath fetyou

n, that’s fpiritualne(s in earchly chings: An earthly man
is earthly in- earthlythings, and he is more earthly in fpi-
titual things: when he performes fpiritual duties he hach
an earthly end in it, either to get efteem from men, or to
cover fome evil, or.meerly for form and fafhion, he doth
it in an earthly way, and it may be ac the moft that which

he doth do, it isbuc meerly for his own quiet,and to fa=

tisfie hisown confcience, he is earthly in fpiritual things.
Buc now, a fpiricual man, is {piricual in earchly chings,
one of a fpiritual mind, is more heavnly and fpiritual
when he is abzuc his calling though the meaneft; as hedg-
ing, and ditching, or when he is pulling his ropes and
lines, or ufing his Ax or hammer, he is more {piritual I
fay chen, than an earthly man is, when he is praying, or
hearing, or receiving Sacrameénts 3 cerainly it is fo, and
itwill be found to be fo ac the great day of Judgmelx::,

. '_ ‘

7.
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“when.the fecretsof all hearts fhall be difclofad : thac’s the
fixc thing, when a_man. feeks earthly things for him-
fele :

" - And that which we may ad as a feventhiis, That be 75 earth--
by in fpiritual things. 1 grant that thebett of the Saints may.
have fome earthlineffe in {pirtual thangs; buc I fpeak of.
the predominancie it’s chat that doth rulew the hearr, fo that .
in the .performance of {piricual things, his very ends are-bat.
earthly, and the frame ofhis heartisbuc earthly in {piricual .
pecformances., . - )

The eighth thing wherein we may find an earthly minded .
man is this, That be paffs tbrough many and great difficul-
ties in matters of the earth,and they arewery little tobim ; .
and chough be hatha great deal of toy! for che marters ot che..
earth, yec he isnever weary withir, becaufe he 1sin his .
proper element 5 and gherefore lec there be what dfficulcies -
there willbe, which to anorher man would be very great, ,
he makes of themas - nothing, and though therebe much .

toyl and labour yet he is not weary, why.? becaufe he is .
in his.own element : The fith is not weary with fwiumiug, |
but a man is quickly weary, becaufe the fith is in ic’s element
apda manis not 3 fo, 1 be.eech you obferve chis, when a .
mans {piric is in- this kind.of tempet, let him buc be buficd .
about earthly things, . whetein earthly advautage comes in, .
no difliculcies will hinder him, no wind or weather, he -
will rife in cold mornings and go. abroad,.do any thingin .
the world. . Oh ! what difficuliies will men. endure In .
ftorms at. Séa, and hazaxds there, and troubles at Land ma- -
ny waies for things of the earch, and fic up. late, and rife .
early, and toyl themfelves, and complain of no wearineffe : -
nor nadifficulcies. . Eut now, lec them come buc to {pwi=
tual things, to foul bufineffes thar cancern. God and their -
fpiritual eftares, every lile difficulty puts them afide and -
difcourages. them, every .mo'e hill is.a mountain in their .
way, L would do ioaud fo indeed, but’us fo hard, and ’cs -
tedious fo rile in. a morning, efpscially in acold wmnters .
morning 5 it1s. very hard and difticult. to reade and pray

and
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and fo beis cof;.;)'l-:iiningof the difficulty of chefe things.:
And ro warch over the heart, it’s a mighty difficulty : toan

-earchly man any fpiritual ching is difficule, andthe diffi-
.culcres doth difcourage lim, and 1n fpiritual chings, Oh

how weary are chey !asthey.in the 1. of ‘Micha, 13. they

_-cryed out, What @ wearinefissit: Buc in the bufineffe of
‘the world they can folow ic, from marning to night they

are never tired, théy can work (as we fay fomtimes of
'men ) like a horfe and yet never out of breath : Oh {
would but defire.you to try your hearts once, but to endea-
'vour to {pend one Sabbach exatly, and fee what a weari-
nefle that would be to you, refolve but one Sabbath to rife
early inthemorning, & to have your thoughts fpiricual &
‘heavenly as much as yourcan, and then get up & pray alone
in_ your clofet, then read, and hear, and ‘medirate, and
mark what you 'hear ; and wheh you go home think ofic,
-and-confer about it ; and when you come again actend up~
on the word, and fo fpend the whole day in hearing, rea-
ding, meditating, and conference about good things, Cal-
ling your family to account, and praying again, and fee

~ how tirefom this will beunto your hearts it they be car-
 npal. But now af{piricual heart will call the Sabbach a de~

lightunto ic - And the Sabbach unto fuchan one isnoo-
cher than the typeand fore-runner of that eternal day of
reft ic fhall enjoy in che kingdom of heaven : one thac is

“{pritiual accounts the Sabbath to be aday of reft, but an

carchly man is quickly tired in fpiritual chings, he will
give over his work and not ‘ge through it : we reade in the
4. of Nebe. 6. verfe, Nebemials having fpoken of the great
difficulties that they met wichal in cher work, and yet
(faid he) the work went on, for they bad a mindtoit, So,
look how a mans mind is, {o he will beable togo through
his work ; Ifaman be an earthly-minded man, fucha man
will go through-ftich with his work, If he take up bufi-
nefle for the world he will go through with 1, for he hath
amind o it, he isa manof an earthly mind 3 But lec him
take in handa fpirityal work, and he will lay it afide be~

‘ . _ . - fore

~
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foreit be half done, he will feldome bring to pecfe@iona-

. ny fpiritual work, why? -becaufe he hach no mind-to i,

whereas were the hearcdpiritual,’ and there were any fpiri--
tual work undertaken, tuchaone would go through with i¢
cll all were finifhed. - - - ‘

- Another note abour the diferiprionof an -eaithly-minded
man, -is this : Anearchily-minded man, is one that doth con-
ceivve of the moft beavenly Trutbes that are revealedinthe
Word in aneartbly way, according to bis mind,bisgenions

- and difpofitionof bir ovon beart : ‘Aud { verily think chis is
_ina {peacial manner meanc in this place, for the Apoftle is

fpeaking of thofe- that did oppofe him in his Miniftry, and
ﬁ were enemies tothe Croffe of Chrift: -Now (faith he)
Thefe mind eartbly things,their mindes are of an earthly

. temper, and therefore no marvel (as if he fould fay) t,hou%;

“they da not favour thofe Heavenly and-Spiritual Trut

thac we bring to them, ot their mindsbeing earchly,they on
ly apprehel;ﬁ thofe th’ings after an-earthly manner : Asnow:

- what was the gteat Truch thac the-Apoftle did:bring to the

'God, ofmaking our peace with God,and

Ppylippians 2..Ic was the way of reconciling the world.to

{ \ ?‘gour Juftifica-
tion through. Jefus Chrift. - Nowchere is o poine of Religi-
on more Spiritual, Heavenly, and Divine, than the Do- -
¢trin of Reconciliacion, and of Juftification by Jefus Chrict*
Sorhae, onechat is of an earthly difpoficion, chough he may -
be convinced ofa neceflity of*pardon of fih,-and peace with
God, yet he apprehénds the makting of his peace wich..God,
and obtaining pirdon ofhis fin, bt in an eacchly: manuet,
he hath carnal thoughts.and -apprehenfions abouc his peace

- with God, and-about: obtaining pardon of fin, he chinks ic *

is the fame way.that one. man obtains peace with-another »

" when beis fallen ouc, -and .of geteing pardon from anothec

man thac he -hath -offended, he conceives it # an' earthly

. way, he looks upon his making peace with Ged, by fome
- thi:é that_he himtelf muft. perform 3 but for tbe?c,nnt of -

* Free juftification by: the grace of God in Chrift, it’s téo Di- -
. vine; Spiricual an ;Heaqenll?y.ffo:san earchly-rninded ‘man -

0
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- +toapprehend in the Spiritualnefleof it ;_ an éarcﬁly-mind-
" .ed man, his apprehen(ions of God are but in a carnal earch-
. -ly way; as the Prophec fpeaks in lfa. 1. The Ox kpows
sbis owner,and the Afi bis mafiers crib : Evenafcer that man=
- nerdoth an earthly-minded man_know .God as-an Ox his
‘owner, And the Afs hismafters crib 2 as thus, the.Ox- knows
" hisowner becaule he brings-him fodder daily, fo an earth-
ly-minded man hath no other apprebeniions -of God bue
.this, he thivks God gwes: him good things in this world
- God: miakes his. cora t0-grow,, oi profpers ris voyage. An
~earthly-minded smarmay-rife {o.high to have-apprehenfi-
ous of God as bringing good things unto him here on
earch< But vne-chatis {piritual and heavenly doch ap
‘hend God -as God, dorh-not look - u:pon God meerly as
" good in refpect of the benefit- he receives from-God here,
buc he looks upon God as he-is in himielf; he fees the face
.of God - as shere’s: a greac deal of difference berween a naan,
that knowes another -man, and-a beaft that knowsaman ;
The ox knows his owner, the-ox- knowes the man thac
-brings hay or provender to him, but a man knowsia man
- -4n° another-way:, knows what ‘the nature of a man is,
knbws what it 4s-t0 be-aracional creatute: fo one ‘that is
piricaal, knows what God .is in-himfelf, he fees che face -
“of Ged,and underftands what God is in ariother way than .
others do. : the difference between-the knowledg of God
ithat a fpiricual foul hath, one thac is-pure in heart, and
.the Krowledg:of Godthat an earthly heart hath, 1s juft
Jomuch differenceas cames-to this, As the ox-knows the
‘man that drives him to fat pattures, {o.doth an earthly man
- know God that gives him. good things:. but a {piritual -
» :heart/knows God as one man:knows. another; ot .in' his
sful-excelency, Imean not fo, but:there is such a kind *of
iffference in fome degree, ‘between ‘the apprehenfions of
“God in'a fpiritual beart, andthe apprehentions of God -
Jnhan earthly hearc : And fowe might mention inmany e~
digr Spiryrual and -Diwvine Truchs, thit. an. earchiy-nimd
idgch -apprehenttbus. in an earchly: ways conificter ofHeaven
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ic felf;, how doth an-earthly mind apprehend thac? heap-
prehends chac he fhallbe delivered trom pain, and fhall have
fome kindof glory,-but knows not what icis, conceives
ic according to the way of the earth, fome pompous, glorious
things, that hefha]l live in pleafures and notin pain; andto
apprehends all the glory of Heaven but in fenfuality 5 where-
as a fpiricual heart looks ac Heaven in another kind of
nocion, he looks upon che enjoyment of Communion with,
God and Jefus Chrift in Heaven, and living of che life of God
in Heaven ; that’sa thing that anearthly heacehath no skij}
at all in, newher doch fuch an hearc fo much asfavor ic. Thus
I have in thefe feveral particularsdiftovered what an earths
Jy-minded man s, Oh thac you would lay your hands upon’
your hearts,and every oneconfiderhow far -thefe thingsdo.
reach,you. Bur I have befides thefe;divers other convince-
ments, to convince the confciences of men and women thag.
yet there is much earthlineffe in them :: buc of them we fhall
treat in their order afterwards. oL

- The Second head to confider is this. The great evill thac
- there is in earchly-mineddnefs, They mind earthly things, Is
thatany fuch great macter -(youwil fay) indeed we cannoc
imagine che tegnfcendency of che evil thac there isin this, We, -
+ think there’s agrea; deal pfevil in iwearing, whoying, drit~
king, and fuch kind of {candalous fins, and indeed chereis,
But o have an earthly mind wie do.not think this co be {g ex-
ceedingevil ; yet yofa willfind thac the Scriprure doch {peaks.
moft dreadful chings againft thijs, and if God pleafeto fec .
them home- upon your hearts, I hope thereis much glory: -
gy come to God by ic,and much good unto you in particu~

"
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‘CHAP, IIE
_ Fourseen Enils of Earthly-mindednefs.

P an

_ Toe FiREVIL. -

. Icft - The Scripeurecals ic; JAdultery : -it s fpiricual”
=4 - Adultery,in Fude, 4.verf Ye Adulterers and Adul-
tere[fes, konwo ye not-that the fiiendfbip of the world is
- enmity with God. They were Adulcerersand Adulte-,
refles in refpet of their love to the world : you chac would
abhor the thought of-a temptation to Adultery, yet you-may- -

- commic fpiricual Aduleery, aman ora woman may be an. .

Adulerer or an Adulcereffe-before the' Laord; chough' they-
never commit -the at of uncleanneffe wich anotber, -yt 1€ .
their heartsbe towards another, they be guilty of unclean-.
nieflé : for Chrift fath, whofoever doth bur lookafeet @ 'wo-.
mari to luft after her in his hart, he hath committed a'dulcery
alredy ;" that is, hath finned-againft thac command chat for=
bids adultery : “Is it {o, that ifa-man dobuc let his heart go -
after angther woman more than his wife, and a wife afteran- -
ethet-manmore than her husband,-this 1sadulcery before the
Loed.. - Soif our hearts be-after -any things more than the -
Lord Jefus Chrift, - thac we profefs our felves married co and -,
he tobeour husband 5 this is idukcery in Scripture phrale.

Tbe Second E V' I'L: .

Yea furcher, A worldly or .an earthly-mind in Scripture -

rafe, is called Idokatry ; in‘Epbef. s.5. fpeakingof divers -
Lh%Mﬂd nochaio r’nunh as namec}amg:agd;gm asitbe=-..

. came Saincs, he hach Covetoufnels among the reft,and he ads ..
-/ Shis.: . And Covetowfinefl which #s Idolatry, Now what
: : . _ iss |
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is»Eerthly-mindedneﬁ'e, buc Covecoufnefle, which is Idola-

itry 2 A man, or woman isan Idolater tl?ag is ofan Earchly -
mind: Now Idolatry which is a worfhiping of ftocks and . -

-ftones; you alaccount to beagreat fin 5 but do you, andal
achers take heed of another Idolacry thac may be as bad, chat

is, Tohave your hearts tomake thegod of this world tobe -
your God, the carled. Mamon of unrighteoufneffe, tomake -
che things of the earthtobe your Chrift, co fal{ ‘down and :
worfhip the golden Calfe of the world.. It>s cercain, thac chac -

thing a mans heart is moft taken with; and{kc upon, chat’s
his God : and cherefore here inchisverfe out of which my
Texct ¥, it’s faid, They made earthly things (their bellies)
their God: The Voluptuous, and D.unkard makes theic
Belly their God ; and the Unclean perfon, makes his Strume.
 pet co be hisgoddefle and worthippech that 5 what{oever chy
_hearc- is moft upon, that’s thy. God: therefore, that you
muft know to be the meaning of the Commandement, Thoz
- fbatt haveno.other Gods before me : That is, thou thaltgive
methe ftrength ofthy. foul, and nothiog elie : So, Iama
God comy Greacure when I have its firength exercifed about
me, to lift up meas the'higheft good s buc if chere be dny
thing el{e chac thy foul is fec upon as chy. higheft good, chat’s

. thy God,and it’s worle than bowing the knee, thou boweft

thy foultothat thing : now the meaner any thingis that we

make a God of to our felves, the more vile is the Idolacry ;as

when the Egyptians. worthiped divers forts of gads, they -

were accounted cthe moft vile Idolaters 5 whereasother Hea~

thens worthiped more excellenc things,the Sun, Moon, and

. 8cars ; the Egyptians worfhiped Dogs,Cats, Qnions,and vile
- ching;', and cherefore _their ‘Idolatry’was vile. So, the viler

any thing isthat aman or woman fets their hearts upon, che .

more vile is cheir Idolatry 3 asfor aman thac fhali fet his .
heart upon unclean lufts, now tomake thatco bea god, the -

farisfying of chofe lufts, thats abominable, and to make- any

‘earchly thing to bcagod to uy, thac’s:moft vile; for of all . ‘

. the things of the works of creation thac God hath made, che

. Earthis the meanef, cis the bafeft and loweft thing #nd hach .
_theleaft beauty initin w’s felf, and itis the moft. dul aglg .
- T meauelt :
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meaneft clement of all 5 and to make caribly things tobea
Ged to you, thisis moft vile. :

Obiedf. . You will fay for chis Jdolatry, What is there
it 2 '

‘Anfo. There is Two particulars to open the Evil of Ido-
Jatry, or Earthly-mindedneffe. :

Ficft. * The Evil of your Idolatry, itis inthis, Yo do
depart from God ;- in letting out of your hearts to chefe
things you do (asit were) o off from God, and renountce
the protection of God, the goodnefle and miercy of Ged, you

eaveicall by this : Inche 4. chap. of Hofea, 12. verle: They

are faid, To go awhoring from snder their God. 1% a nota-
"ble phrafe; that s, tgx going to-Idols,~they did go off from
the protection of God ; whereas, while they were worfhi-
pigg the true God, they then were under the: protectiorn of
God ; but when they went to Idols, they went from under
their Gad, from under his &me&im :- So when thou fetreft
thy heart upon God, and lifteft up the infinite Firft-being
of all things as the chief good to thy foul, thouart under the
influence of this Graceand Metcy : but when chou doeft de-
ypart froni him, and makeft other chings to be thy Chief good,
thou goeft from under his protetion, and from his good and
my. -* ‘ N L
" Secondly  God is flighted and contemn’din_this, When
thou chooleft rather tomnake the earth to-betby Godthan the
‘infinit bleffed firft being of all things 3 As a man that dogh
defpife is wife, and 1c were abeminable fin,ifhe fhould
choofe togo toa Queen though the moft beaurifulleft wo-
- man in the werld,and forfake his wife ; buc to leavea Queen,
or Emprefs chac wergthe beautifulléft woman upon the earth,
and to have the hearc cleave to a bafe dunghil-raker, weré noc

* this a great contempe to the Queen that weare fo beautiful ?

. che crhch 15, the earch is the fink of all the Greatures of

Yet{o ic is when thou doeft forfake the blefled eternal God
as thy chief good, and choofeft the things of the earth : for

Gods

o
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Gods making, and for thee ‘to leave the moft blefled and
Evernal One, and to make chac thy god it muft needsbe a
- very vile and abominable thisg 5 and therefore the Pro-
‘phet Feremiab in {peaking .of this Idolitry, he cals the
Heavens and the Earch to be amazed ac-ic.  Feremiab, 1.
. 12. ‘Be aftonifbed,O ye Heavens at thisy and'be borribly g«

fraid,be ye wery defolate {aith the Lord, Why? what’s the
matter? For my-people bave comitted 1woo eviks, They bave

Jforfaken me the fountain of living waters, and bewed them

- out Gifterns, broken Cifterns.that can bold no water. So *is

here ; thou forfakeft cthe fountain of living waress, the ble(+

fed God, and thy heart dleaves £o the duft, and (eekeft thy

contentment and happineflein cifterns chat can hold no waters =

~ let che Heavens beaftonifhed at chis horrible wickednefs.
" TR ThdEVIL.
Thirdly,: ‘Eértbly-mindednt:{}, iPsenmity againft God.

Thou, wouldft be loth to be found an enemy againft God ; .

cercainly it’sa Truch, and ic wil be found another day, That
an earchly-minded man, or woman isan-enemy to God * yea

the Scripture- makes 1t to be enmity in the very Abfratk,

Fam. 4. 4. Kpow ye not thatsbelovéiof the worldis enmity

2o-God 2 Qbterve chis,for ther?svery much in it if Ged would

bepleafed to make.us to- lay it to heart, you willfind ic by
experience, that earchly-mindednefs doth make men to be
enemies to that that is {pwitually. geod, therefore well

mighe the holy-Goft tay, *tis-enmity to God, for whatto-

ever is enmity to any thing thac'is ipincually ‘good, it is
enmity to &od; fo much as-ny hearr, or any of ‘your
hearts areagainft any thing chatis {pirkual, fo much mine

or.any of your heactsare enemies to God. Now here in -
the very Text, thefe earchly-minded men are made enemies
to the crofle of Chruft™: that is, enemies ro che {piricual -

preaching: Of - Ghuft, -and holding forch Chrift : Indeed,

If shey would have mixt Chrift and Circumciiion together, .

then they. would have.been’ contenc withic 5 bue now this
ST {piritiral

.
3
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" . eneniies unto the things of

A Treatife of Eartbly-mindednefs. :

—"Ei(uallway of preaching Chrift, and beingjuftified by faiﬁn

alone, and Chriftian Religion in the- purity of ir, was
that that was not {ucable to their carnal hearts,and therefore
they were entmies to it.: Oh earchly-mindednefle doch make
us enemies to fpiritual thilgs 3 where have you greacer

: od, unto fpirirual things, un-
to the Miniftry of the word (as wethad occafion to hint) and
to the work of gods grace uponthe heartsof men and wo-
men,no greater enemies unto thefe vhingsithan earchly-mind-
ed men, men that {avour che thiogsof the earth, thatcango
upand down, and care not if they can but load themfelves
withthick clay, growrich in the worldand fare deliciouflz'l

- every day with Diver; make provifion for the flefh to fulfi

- Jefus Chrift and al goodnefe,

the lufts chereof, there is an antipichy incheir fpirits againft
. . . )
' The Fourth Evidh . - )
~ “Then Fourthly ; -There is fcarce ‘any difpofition more

~ oppofite, more contrary to the work of grace, to the work

or ‘&odlindfe in a mans own heart than earchly-minded-
petfe, “cis fo exceding-crofe ro the natyre * of grace, chat

it may as well puc men or women ta be-at aftand, -and puc

them upon examenation whether there be any grace or no
in their hearts if earthly-minded neffe prevail, asalmoft any
other chings if God Yhould fuffer your corruptionsto pge-

~ vail over you, -foas yeu fhould. break forth into fome oug-

ward notorious fins, then it 1nay be you would begin to
think, canthis Q(and, with grace ; and how can-that ftard
with fuch workings as 1 have had before? hav® notIcaufe

-to fear that I'am bucanHypocrite;a roteen profeffor ¥ Bue

now, this earchly-ipindednefle hach as much oppoficion
tothenature of grace, and the power of godlinefl in the
heart as almoft any. finthat you can name. - Itis fo quice
contrary to the very begioning .of the work: of "grace, not

contrary to the degrees only, but to the very beginning. The

‘main work of God at che very ficft, in working grace in
; . . : ) . th¢

.3
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,;ﬁe'fo Yl s to’ axﬁzn qtggﬁul from, }lhe creatyre, 1:4\sb£2 ’

takene trbmc amb,, a con;xq cgcqcune

* low: f O, natuu]ly ’cistrue; Thag s we are of l;‘hc carfh

“to take up.my 'Crafs, rﬁns 1 the very ficft be mnu;ﬁ of
a

o weare earthly, and ‘baye. oyt fpirits-ingaged to ﬂle
“thinigs of this earth 3 bac then comes the work of grace
,upon the foyl, and gals.es ic off, and: dttchar the hearc
“from the earth + and thérefox;; you find rhat C it laies
_thisascheficft leffon, - That be that will be my ‘Dl?c;ple, mij

deny bimfelf, and talg up bis Crofi and follows me: asit he
_fhould fay, neger_think of being a Chriftian. except. you
w]ll deriy yourfqlves, "Self : what’s chac? all nacyral con»
_ tentment, natuiaHelf ‘and Goful-felf, to” be e mpried
whoily of your elie VgSy agd creature, comforcs and ,content-
_iterits, and rakeup my Ciofs. tabe. mllmg (e, lqﬁ'er any
hing n fegard-of eaithly comforts, co be’ wﬂlmg ta lay
Eowna \lacopy feet, and togivé up your inueft mnall,’ and

"Chrifts 'bringing* Dilciples “to “himfelf, ** T nr,h
. thefoul) lec-me have my finpardoned, and farwe}

.iv’s Heaven,” Holiges, renewing of the' Iniage of g

; communion, and anion with God; and living tohe et;er-

_, al praife 0t his Name in. Chrift ;hu my. heart-is, ypon ;

AN

“fay, chisis tache beginbin 3 Qf Gpds, Werkingthe hearu
hlﬁ{tﬁﬁ The workgot Grg efw agg it 18 ﬁrlg ughe, . 3
- hach che name of Vocatidn,” allmg ‘what'i 13, fbr an to
be called ?. give dlhgence tomake, your- callipg and de}gtzon
f‘g ’“‘I : "cal(ed sch: gnd whereas betere chon werg
éiher'dig iggng aud dsly 3n )\ he’ eﬁuiéand fee&:mg fgr
Ppmels‘ iy 'é) o;lgi, noyv it pleakes
.o h’eauJ a"voice hehynd - thée;, calhng t'bqe, aqd Ee,lltqgml}ee,
"0 ‘poor {oil, th *\ is 15 not hege, d}g;; are. Othﬁt
thmgs in’ whlchth clnﬁ good, confifts,” chou are.made, fpr

her and_ begg Shings ;haq theie od er
? ugﬁcsqa‘bout miiu{kxgd thidn miegr t(élc;b?ugxlhgcrg
,_few contenuments heré in‘the’ gacchi,’ g foul! cqme away
“add lookafrex higher t}ungs'; heie’s the hrft woq b

3
' aud thel?uxanfwersqnco chls cgu of God,agdfq;p, ?)gr.ci :

o Icome,




B
\

T AT Bl

Ttome, and fo givesup it’s felfro God to difpofe of it, and
this is in the begininng of the work of Grace: Now how
vontrary is earthly-mindedneffe to the work of God in
bringing grace into the heart? Conceive it in thefe three
things. " ' : -
) nlgs The very work of converfion, it is fet out in Scripturie
by Gods ‘calling the foul -oucof che world, Whome be Katb
predeftinated, bim bebath called.  When God effeually
olns o work upon che Heart ‘of a finner, ‘he does catifea
'yoice to' B¢ heard in'the foul, ‘Oh foul, ‘thou haft been bufy-
ang thy felf bouc many chitigs, Bt chere is o thing ‘heddf-
fary, ‘Oh comie ouc of that way of chitie'thiag thou art in, thou
Gnft never be happy elfe, thou Wile be ditione inic 3 che
Lord culls thie foul oue “of the world'; and that (Ifay)isthe
- very work of converfion, the fouls anfwering to Gods call :
Now for onethill ro be eatthly, and fo havea heate cleaving
o thefe things, furely fuch’a dne i not as yet effetually cal-
led odc &f che world. L o
* 2. "And then from thence follows, ‘upon the fotels gnfiwer
20 bis call; the Lord dif-en, Ees the hearc from all cteacute
“comforts; and teacheth the firft leflon co deny hiifélf, and
‘totake up Chuifts Croffe : now what’smore oppofice tg felf
‘@enial ans the taking up of the €roffe of Chirift than earthly-~
nindedneffe ! the ‘text fiith here, They are enemies to the
‘Crofi of Chrift. o L
"~ Andchena Third thing in converfion itis, Zbe refignin,
u gtbefojuttb God as the chief good 5 the foul uponhe caj
‘og od, it learns che' leflon of Self-denial, an taking yp.
‘the Crofle, and{obeing difengaged fromche creature, .now
dcréfignsup itfelfro Godasan infinice foul faisfying good:
*for ever : now you cannot but in the naming of chis fee how
lqp'xbﬁge earthly-mindednefle iscoit.
~And then for thework of grace :xon-t’he heart, afterthe:
‘heareis cohverced and curned to G B ‘ o
A ”Firil*,’?a'ce brimgs anew lightinto the foul : A Spiricuial
“anddivin li%; isfec up in the foul upon the cbnver(?on ofa.
er ‘to, @od 5. but now, the earch you know, it’s.

-
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the dark part of the world, and earthly mindednefle it cau-
fech darknefle to be upen the {pirit as the interpoficion of the

" earth between us & the Sun, it doth hinder che figh of the
Sun fromus; And fothe incerpofjcion that there is of earth-
ligefle in the foul of man between God and it, doth hindec
the fight of God fromche foul ; there is a Divine light fec up

- inthe fou,and when as God works grace thac doch difcover

thingsof ahigher and more excellent and glorious nature,.

‘than thofe things were, that before the heart. did fo much
‘cleave unto. ' o,
Tn thefecond place : che Scripture fets forth the work of

grace by the New creature. Inthe foulall chingsare made

new, old thingsare ‘faﬂ, ‘e that is m Chrift isa pew; creature :
Now earthly-mindednefle is oppofite tothe newcreation in
the foul, it>s the old manthat is of the earch, the firfk man s,
of the earth earthly 5 and fo ic is apparanc thac chou acc ftill
only in the ftack of the firft man, of the earth earchly, who
art an earthly-minded man. But che fecondman is, the Lord
from Heaven : But now, thou that art an earchly-minded
man or woman, art yet buc a child of Adam, ofthe ficft man,
and fo art of che earth earthly, thisis oppofice to grace, grace
‘wocks a new creation in the {oul, RN

.~ 3. Andgrace is of an Elevating nature, raifes the heact a-
bove its elf, and above the creacure, yea, above the world, ip
fome refpect above Angels chemiclves, above Principallicies
and Powers, above all cxeaced things, grace is of 3 raiting na-
Ruse 'iv.qs,an sarchly-minded man {inks down colow iand

¢

LN ' S0 ibien.
. Andl,ggs'qc (fourthly) is of an Enlarging nature s it oplar~
‘ggggbe,hcasc, fothat it cannot be fatistied with any eacchiy .
F ! S
thac hach gracy, chis would nge (atisfie shat hearty why 3 be~
cayfe icis fo Ea arged by
grace it is che Divine nayce, the },ﬁg’ of God in the foul,
. '>the¢ef°r;‘, .warks  the foul like. to God ¢ and 'Ws
faid of God inche 450.0F 1z bt oll e wavions ofthe
iy 2

iogs, thowgh Gog thould giveche wholeworld. foa_heare.
‘the workot grace, the warkof.

-
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earthate to him, buc as the drop of the bucket, and af the’
fmal dotft in the ballance. Now grace -makes the foul tt be
like God, to-aceount all che things of thi¢ earth to be as the;
drop ot a bueket, and the durlt of chgbaliaiice, 16 be nothing,,
kﬁthﬂ‘n‘ﬂOC‘hi!)g;’ RN ;_,-.',-.;.;‘.‘.'. ["-. 'A’, - “ A;._

* .+ And then; Gdce frrthified thefoit - Now what'ls t to!
fan&ufie, but o take off fromall c>mmon’ ufes,and co dedi=
cateto God as the higheft act ofall rhings? ‘And therefore
the Greek word thacis for Holy, it s taken from a partici~’ -
b"‘@'. & DlePremitive, andaword thacfignifies che Earth, as mljch”'

e P g 30 fay,Not Eartbly: andafHoly one in the Greek lanptlige

yntcrta,ext}’a, s PR S R T

terram, fine 15110t @n earthly one, @ttorditiy o the'utual erimology given® -

wira, Bedae of i,  INow?Groce ic makes che foul boly, it fanétifies the' |
foul; it fetsaparc che foul for God, and dedicates and con- -
fecrates the {ouil ro God :* and'theretore 'you. fee thar it 1s op-
poirce torhe work'of Gbil iri bringing Grace inro xhe foul,
dnll tothe work of prace,  afid’the ‘power of godlinel¥'irr the

foul of marv: - This is 'theg'}'!éé‘t Evilof Earthly-mindédnets. -
S The Fifth Bl 7
G o e 0o ; ‘

But Fifthly : For cthe difcovery of the gredt Efil'thad '
there is in Earthly-mindednefs: It puts men upon very
great Teifiptations ; -and for thac we need no ot%égr_‘s;‘t\ip-g ‘
nire thanchat in che 1 of Tim. 6. 9. faiththe Apoftle ch’e"re’i
Biit they that voili be rich, fall into temptation, and !‘fg“kq

Mark , thac ¥s; ‘Thofe thac have fer theimit;jc‘sjovchb,' e
tekhings of the earth; as they ‘are refolvéd thief “muft’ Kat
them whatfoever comes of it : Obferve the phrafe 5 They thi)
wilberich, they apprehend a neceflity of the thmgs of the -

.eafch, theydo not'only wifh and defire,. Oh ! -that -we had
riches, “and‘had " theéfé chings of‘the Eéttﬁ;"but-_thégl’rddlﬁé
they krufbhave ¥Hem pon any-cékms : Weel) ¥che higdte é{:;
dn Ancebediedcetd God § thé’~’dhh‘iés'6[’it§.‘ allidg, ‘abd 1t -

- Godfond ifi richetand arteftate, “ic dorlf thankfully hecepe -
& froh1 God ;i thefédo not rieet With'-fdi;g’ t_é‘gﬂ_php‘:b’;k )
afhace avtheApoltle ha’es (ki of 3: b ‘when” the Heart i

15459 fec.
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‘fet npon- it, that .1t needs muft have an eftace whactoeved
corties:oit 5 nowthédy thacwill be 4o they(aicth shy A4
poftle) fall intoremprations did:a fnarev : These’s danges
‘Fous remprations ivitollowing-alterithe things’ of chereqreh,
‘and ehere is a funare ‘in. chem. thac you do not think of,. fot
3you thidk.only ofighie ibravery.of the:thiugs of ¢che £arch;
thow fumpbuouilioyon! fowld:live;i snd haw: fine you fthould
'be, ik your: hodie; and tloarhs,i andwiric zable ‘you way
keep, - you only. think of.chefe thingsthat ntay give che flefh

. contentment 3 butyou do not cink of che: cempration, and

the fndre thac is in them 5 and thote whofg hearts are fec up*
‘on thefe things, cthey fall intathe fnare, nay, rempration s.
thofechae dre earchilyrmmded;, have grean cempraciohs, :ed
thifc up and doivn} o firain chewr : con{ciences. bor: the thingt.
of theeatth 3 for {o-icis, chac ‘while' we live in this: world
God hath:made che things of the eartheo be as.thorns, and
1o they.iare compaded inScuipture, and ic>spard for one to
“mleddie: Wit vhoon$, withouc pricking bis fingers; they are
-asbriaps, andics hatid vor.ché fheepto ger among them buvthe
wil lofe' fdme-ofher ‘wool* ‘and: foic’d hard for the ekt co.

* be bdiieabout the things of thei eabthy :buc it ‘will beipricke
-amd lofe fome of its fleece, it will fall ‘inco tempeation and -
afoare, .;and be cacl’d: - Qhl . How many: menand wo-

- men chat haveenlighimell comfoignces, .ahd they think fome- .
times that they would not for -all the world doany thing:
againft their coniciences, though they might gain all the.
glory and riches undec ‘Heavén : Well, bucyec their hearts

~ beingearthly, wheniccomes to fome particular, how rea=
-dy aresheyyiatlealt, tofirein confedence; ahdmot to actend:

*t0 the-voict Bf nonfcience; anch ave, willing: thac . copfcienge

‘iould bave ics miowhi ftop’d for the - time * Iodeed, If theic

xeniciences: did. plainly. tellwhem, chac this thing is -abfo-

tlively, Gn_againtt. God, perhaps they :would:notdo: it, buc.

oat were ok she, fnareg. kof. itsno inare when I fee che dan-

rgebgoreney  beselsa deeppic, andafd ftepa fephischer
skfallontedey: chisis mo:{tpse.oBut. nows: shergaseiomechac -

J8CEDPLCah’d gq;»;bxagrgswﬁognwibussshe@ewd?m '
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* noc perceive, or very hardly perceive the danger s thnis fuch
~ashave earthly: hearts they fallinto a fnareand rempeamon,
sheyare puc upon_ flrainmng of conicience, and wringng it as
much asmay be, and many fhifts chat they are put too, Oh la
man whenonce he isgot into an earchly buiinefs he knows
ot how in che world tabear it if he becvoft in ie, Icmay be
I have gone thus far,and 1 have very greac hopes thacI- thall
fuccecd init, only there is one ftop, now fer himto think
ghat tor this one ftop Iam like to lofe all, Oh it goesto his -
heart : Ohbut now, if you would but ftrain confcience alicy
tle you may get over it prefently 5 an earthly man will ftraia
bard but he will get over it ; whereas now, were the heast tar -
n off from the earth, though fuch a manhad gone on neyer
far in a bufinefs, it there comesa ftopina matter of conr |
dcience, yea, if it were but a doubt that fuch a thing werefin 5
it’s enough tp ftop him,a meer doubt left he fhould fin
would be enough for tomake him fay, lec thebufinefs fall if
at will,there may be a inare inchis, and'l fee‘{ome caufe to
" wdoubc: now if the heart were {piritual it would be taken
‘off ; ‘but an earthly mind will go through very many dread»
. dul things,and doth not much trouble himfelf, and fo doth ens
4nace hinielf exceedingly, that he may get an eftate, or prer
. feive it when ence:he hathgar ic : That’s thefifth thing. .-

“Jay upon the pit (it may ) fome green grais, fo tha they thail ‘

T

The Sixth Evil

‘TheSixch!thing wherein che.danger of eastlily+minded-
-nels contifts,ittthis < I bat i one of she greateft binderances
$nibeworld toprofitingby the Miniftryof the Word: Qlil
-many of you tannot but be convine’d in your confciences thac
youhave not profited by che Word, and fometimes you-widl

--complain of the want of profiting under the mears. - Oh
ahac you had but heartsto look ifito the caufe of it, fiom
" whence itisthac yoiiprofie dolittle: It willappear toconle
ftom: your -earchly-mindednefs, you bring a heact fun:f
‘ i the

-~
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theworld, full of droffe with you, no marve] though you

do not fee thofe fpiricual and heavenly things thac are in

the Word, whebas chere isfo muchdrofsin youreyes : You

know travellorsin the fummer.time, traveling in themidft ,

of duft and incompany, theyhavenet thacfreedonie of their -

eyes o fee thingsas at anpthee time : Oh many men come

tothe wggd with their thick clay, and agreat deal of filch

shat doc&lam up their very eyes, and dead their hearts in .

the hearing of the Word ! yeu know whac Chrift faidto

fMartha, when ‘Mary wasfiungar Chrifts feet, and licaring
hisword , but Martha was eampbred with many chings 3. fo.

* %is many times with thofe;thac come to. hear the Word,

* shough tzeyrm inthe pre{enee of Chrift,and have che found
of the Word in their ears, yec.their hearcs ace cumbred
about many.chings, thexe’sa great noife in theit hearts, they
are bufied inshe worldeven while they ace hearing of che
Word, as lyon finditincthe 33.0f Erek, 31. ver. chere isa
aorable difcription, I feas ic may be of many of you : And
shey.comeunto thee (faiththe Lord co the Propher) arthe
ﬁ:ﬂe cometh, and they fit bifoyethee asmy people, and they

raby mords 5 but they willnot dothem ; for with their -
~ gnoscth they fhevr much love, bt their beart goeth after their
Covetoufnefl : They fitbefore chee asmy people,. and chey .
heas thy werds, (mark).and they thew much love with their -

. mouth ; chey will commend. the Sermon'; it may be they
will fay, He isan-excellénc Preacher, it’savery good Ser-
thon thacwehead thisday 5 they will thew love wich cheir

~ snouth 3. bytyee theit hearts go afcer sheir covecoufnels for

“allthat ; they heard a man{peak fine things,andbroughcex- .

cellenc exprefions for to fec forch his macter chac he had in.
hand ; bus yet their hearts are after the things. of the earth,
and after cheir Coveronefs, they had earnal, earthly! droffie
heares, and hence ic was;. chac; there was no good came un~
go them by ghe Miniftry of che. Word:. And that-famous:
Jplace which-we bave for this, svhich. thewsit cleerly in the
53.-0f Mast2a.veriyou koow the: feveral foces of ground
shachad che feed of she iWrd:fown iaco. them,, bug there
1y - was. -

-\
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was buc one of themithar was good'h'ﬁd faxblul,- and‘Ja"‘
mong-others there was che therny ground ; Healfochat res -
- ceived feed among cheithorns, :is he ehdt heareth 'the word.
. ‘ahdahe icatie of: this wardd; 1a1id “the: deceitfistnefe of fiches
‘thoaks the: Word, imeb.i0-Betamet he whkigieal! brl Befdech
you oblerve.it; tholedvat car Saviouw 1peskiof herecinthis
parable that ger no benefic by the Woed are nbm\en’th‘ac .
dive lewdly, 'your. drunkards, {weaters, and-whofemafters,

duk thofe shat haveearchly leacts ;. it’s faid}’ che deceisfulnes
«of viclidr 5. chethings of the, earth do noc hinderin 'an: open
way, -far chroufinds of mew that have earchly: heaits, they
«a not know.that they have earchly ihearts, tio; ‘it is the
deceicfulnefle: of riches, -and it choaksthe Word 3-8t may be
‘puft when: they . ate.in:hearing 'of the word it dochaffect
‘thémy) Ohithey thirdeics fweet,; and they will iretimber %,
buczhe decert fudnefie of riches, and the ares ofbhis wWorld
choaks.ithe ward, when chey, vome; they hate bedinéfic @
“boi the world . and . their 'howfes, and gatdens, and: xo+

* -roings in, aud ful rables, .and -all che ‘delights'chac they
have in the world;: comes.and pofleffes ‘the. keart, chac the
‘wond 18- ghoake- it ahmterddrdawn into ahe foul to fink -
in ¢heré; and. to toprevail e ther{dubro bring forch\fit,
©h the word is choakes Oh many of you come here'thred
taes b :the Lords day ;. aud have precious-feed fowmnall
thofe: cimes, and: yzr, Qhhow ‘ic is chouke, dhroughithe
cares:of - ¢his. wotdd,,ard: vhtbuphiithe deeeiilnatesof ke
thiigsof shiswionld[: [NFoy blirgvwich you, -dnd mch
you, and carey.alodg withyou-earchly-nijudsy andienoe

. it is thag.the Ward prevails. nbe .wich-your heares» ‘OHd
what.do, yui Joote thinuigh this: earchilypefle ? you Infe the
frwe of thelWsond thac thould fave'yout fouks; afpicicual
hearc-haking ;1éceived {ome: ope.touttismea it, afterwards -
-tlofles G6d tor i, - and. would dog for cdizholifand worlds

buc he had had shaticruth preached s s -heate ‘at. fuch a
tune, On He hach caute o -blefle God fo fiwch a mornwig,
for tuch adiy that -behath ‘had ‘tugh a’gecidly " péarl of
guear price poelemsad o, hid,sand taking bodo i Hisheact,
T . ' a
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.-_;(l {ay ) i’s more thanif God- had g&vtfx them thoufands of
“worlds to poffeis.  Buc'now, many of you, having your
.ehoughtsand heares abouc-fonie perty thing of this world,

all chofe bleffed Ttuchs, that you heare from time to time, .

.that thevery Angelsdefire to pry into, they are all choak’d
_and corie tocbe unfruicful. ' What was the reafon when the

- ‘yongman came to Chirift, to know what he thould doto .

" _Rave Eternatlife thac he got no good ; the Text faich that
.- bebadgreat poffefions, Aman (noqueftion) may bearich
“ian, ahd yet a Godly man,a holy man’; but when the heart
e ini the eftare, mixed wich thie earch:” Oh | thisic was that
‘Nindred the yonug man' from imbracing of Jefus Chrift
.even when he came tohim.  Young men for the mgft parc
‘are racher guilty of fléfhlinefle, than feeking after the
. ..riches.of the world; yec fomerimes ic hach been the bain
‘of fome young men,at their firft {ecting up; they ‘were very
forward when they wete fervanes, Oh.! bow precious was
.the word unto chem, but when they were got into the
- world,and found the {weetneffe of it coming i, Oh! chen

.the word hath been.choak’d to them; and they have :loft
.che (avour they had in che word, they ‘have loft the relifh
.of the Woid, it.is not now. {weet to them as " formerly .it

‘hath been, Oh'many examples there hath been this way.:‘ -

"T hae’s thegreat evil of Earthly-mindednefle, thac it doth

‘hindet the great, ben€fit of the word,and theve is muche=,

wil .in this; If you had heares to.receive what ig deliver

youit bearts would tremble -at' the thought of this, Oh

Lord, what fhall [ bee hiidred from profiting by this word?

. tis che great blefling of God ro.the world 1¢’s thac thac

-muft fave my foule, there’smore worth in it thanten thoua,

" fand -worlds, ‘whatlogvér fhould hiiider my .profising -by.
sthy word 1 had need' take, heed of. ir; take heed of tarch-.
Jy-mindedneffe, Many of yout conftiences cannot but celly

J

yyou this, fomeimes any bulmefle will keep an carrhlys o

‘minded miag frot coing tu the Wayd, and when he doth
.come, these is earchin, hia heart and ears that keeps;bim
. tfrom dctending Gpon che Word': "and when chy thoughts

.
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~areaboughe earthly “things in the hearing of a Sexmon, it may
be there is fome truth paffesby thy foul rhac might have
favd thee ecernally, and thou haft Joft tha opportmncy
*Mnch perhaps thou fhal never have again. ‘ ‘

L o *‘Tbé Sm'emb Evil, openedezx ‘Pamcular:.

fFurther Irlm thtl! fevemh'pla;m, ‘Ea;tbl y-mmdedrlzlej}, #4:4::»
br fnaﬂyfoo 1 sn the beart,that’sag 5. and.
tha?:jrou Haveth fme‘Scn curethat was be ﬁr{: forébe *
1mﬂs‘ahd‘ﬂlat’c, 3 “Tim. 6 9, But tbey that .t 3&
mb femtation anda fnare and.into. many ?;olzjb and.
lli(ﬁ.t Nufts tha arevery foolith aod fimple,’
AsforInftance ;' If caufes ento follovo after things:
: ;{yat are ver émiie {xz]nd Tef‘mi 1tagggfes t‘lr]ncnto beftow, ¢
rength i immortal {fouls ¢ ‘chings thae’ bave
worth ac all in’ thém ¢ that’s a foolifti“hut, to beftow ¢
fivength'of an immortai foy] about Vanities: Ifyou fhould..
feemen thatare of excellent parts forto fpend their time a-
bout triflés and toyes,as abouc catching of flies,and fdlowmg
. of feathets, you would iy, fuerly they bTm tobe beforted ;
fo ot thé {bul of of man, ma‘c is capabl h excelency as
ic is, of communion wich God, with che ather, Son and .
holy Ghott, for fucha foulto have the ﬁrength of it {pent a-
* . bout fuch-poor-wifling things- chit cannot proﬁnn the evil.
day, Ohthis isa fooiiﬁ uft.

Secohdly Foolifh lafts, ‘for: eatthly-mindxdaefs, cm.
fertheé'to be a fervant to thy [e ants ;' you.would. account .
that man a fool that fhould be a fervant” tohis fervants : fo

. God hath madethe things of the earthtobea fervant to thee,
_ and ‘yet thou wilc come aud puc thy neck under chy fer--
“vatits yoke, and art afervant to thy fervant - yea were it -
rlot agréac'deal of folly for a mad: thexpedt allhis honnous .-
wind refped to come from his fervant rfather than from any
- éxéellency in himfelf; asthus, Suppofeaman were travel-
Ying, &indeed there s refpect giventohim, but it’s for his .
fesvants fake rather’ tha’n bis ovm 3 I he fliould o ‘&o‘& ,

[N SR ‘(aj P e ¥ YN - HOE)
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know this,thts he would account'a great difhonor t6 hi el[’"
But an earthly hedre (1ay ) pues hmifelf ineo {uch 2 condi-"
cion, asindeed he makes it to. be hi§ greaceft honbul to have: -
honour from his-eftdre and riches: So-thac mendonocrde
{ped rich men forady worth thacthere'is in tHemleives or,
for any excellency-of their owne, buc only for théir rich
asrmuchastofay,"a man is not refpected for Rimitelf but fbt
hisfervant.” Take fommeh thac have had eftates,’ Bt vow*
theyare deprived of them, and are becomeé as ppor asarif
Almes*meri or Beggers amongfh us ; 'who doth’ regal‘d them®
~ then? But now, let a man have gface and holinéfle, ifhe
- wererurnedout of all and made’aspoor- s Fob; yer he were
oue chat cthé Angelsof Heaven would: Jook upon. withho="’
nowr, ‘ard would glory in attending upon him ; this is chie *
diFerence becween the carnal earthly heart, and the fpiricudl
heart.. I’ a-fooelith luﬁ o mak hxmfef2 to- be a fervant
_tohisfervang, » : Y .\
3. Tobsiopd ibed’ tbohth'luf&, ‘F'or a hian ﬁu 2» !
nauch ( Bmay be:) move of the edrth if be did notmi it o
much as bedoth. Now for a man to mind the'arch ana to iri= ! '
- danger himfelf in the minding of it; When as hemight haveit .
as wel witheut fo muth minding, fyrely thisis:afooliththing: * - -
Foramahtobeftow a grear détlo bodraboh:athzfgwﬁb ?
asherthight buveii with leflé labohr, hedis ' fdok ufel 3
Certainly! if yo be: fuch- as -belong ‘to-@od, ‘then 'y,
may rachrerexpect God tg blefs youif géouféoeg; rhearfs
miere $piricudl, You: mighc: éxpect- th oyld graht !

‘tauyou wore ot the foed: cbingsbt’ this *Worlﬂ ifybu wéte !
' kﬁmmﬂ}lﬂ{mt nded: dhan 'y ou ‘dre; drid 4%y thr?ﬁ} myx
hat makes Godl cut you ok
‘Tamwerilyperfwaded there ace many nieh¢hia ill‘
éOds 81

-cefleintheir .carthlyaffaits, andit’sd frut of
fure: isposs -them “Becaisfe:¢heir  hedrts afe Jo’n
worldly buineffes, #id: pon gelon in’ '
obediengé to Godl, ‘afid cenmicit to’ odforfu& ; ,'
mighe bexzowned  with ioke: fucceﬂ’e ﬁhdn yow hiabe
now whava foolifk miugslns ehiss 2. :
PR H 2 - Yu
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4. Yeafurther: 1t's agreat deal of folly, for any of yow to .
goandbuy athing and o payagreater price forit thanis’s
worth: 1fyou{end ateivanc to buy you commodities, and

. when he comes home you ask him whay ic. coft, and hetells
you it coft fucha price which is ten times more thangic’s
worth, you will fay, Thug it isco fend a.tool ro Markee : foan
eatchly,minded man manitefts bintelf ro God,.and. his-

- Bugels and all the Saints cobea.fool, for why 2. thou be--
fpwelt that ypon this world, . thac is a thoufand times.
moie wortlt than the things of the world, for thou befto~ ‘
weft chiac apon the. world <ha: might bring rheeta heaven ;.

L inay fa) toap earchly-minded mau,; thote.thoughes, and
cares,, ltxd affectionsy.31d ‘endeavours that thou doeft fpend -
upon the things of che world, Itthey. had been tpel)caibout:
thechingsof God might have {av’d thy {oubco-all eternity, .
- thou. mighreft have got Chrift and Héaven, and Eremnity, ,
the Lord would have gone. along with thee 5 and thou mai- -
- cltcome heweafrer tofee ir atthe great day whenadlghings -
thall be opened before men .and Augels : -had Tbue: fpent>
* ¢hofe- choughts and -cares, and endeavours, abxue underes
ftanding the waies and chingsof God and eternal life, .my;-
.. "foul might have bin (3v’d for ever : Nog that ows.warks wid}:
da ic, ,kg's,xhae;_(:fpé woyld have gone along together with .
you in. lych . waies as: thofe age;:now. far. you te fpend
thoughts .and cates about thac thac perhaps you fliall noc - 1
_have, ,for.many .men and .women: fpend their fouls abetsr -
xff s of d{; .world and never have them, chis is-a fad:
thing; ., Qh/J will pot chisbe folly 2 :will not you.aufyour ;
fejvesher qfcgéfor,ypm folly 2 :Gh ¢hac I fhould fpend my .+

felf and be {pent abouc that thac I.have not gor ndher, -

and thuﬁ‘ bedanm’d for that, whereas had I ‘mnm ; |
. aboug things that concein’d my foul.and eternal life: it .
would have beenmore like that I fhould have gocten. thofe::
thigg} . {6 God. doch, o fail men foin fpivicual thivgs
 as be.doth 1 earchly things, a man may be-as ditigenitas .
igs w}efoﬁ any man. tobe in bufinefs of the earch, ands
v YFC mﬂy, mifcaxy} but give f0e any, maaor W chac.
7oy ¢ - h o)
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ever was diligent in feekug the things of God and eternal
life that ever did milcarry ; verily beleeve ac che day of

udgment there will not be one man found, thacfhallbea-

leto fay, Lord, Idid improve whac talencs thou dideft
giveme co the uccermoft to fave my foul, -buc Lord, becaufe
1. was not able to doany- mare, without thy grace, thou
didest deny thy grace tome, and cherefore now I muft be--
damn’d : 1 beleeve there'will not be any foul thac will be
able to fay fo 3 but in the matters of the world men do fay.
fo, that they have gon what they could, aud labour’d
and toyl’d, and yec tor all thac they milcarry,  Obwhag;’

~ afoolifh thingis this chen,~ for theeto toyl and lsbonea-,

“boue that which s fo" wnceitain : for were it not a foo~
lifh thingfora man co beftow allhis eftate about buying

- of p:bble ftones, and thac that will afford him nokind of
benefic-atail :- This foly is in the heart of man: D'le bug.

- put thiscate to you, Iftwo of you thould goto the Indres, .
where- precious ftonss aré, "and-one thould pucchafe'afa-.
ding’of precious ftones and ocher rich commodities; and :
the other thit carried as much mony with him, he laies -
ottall hismoney about baublesand trifles; and they both,,
come ‘home ‘laden, Bozh wenc oue* wich che [ame fock, s

" beth coge hariie laden, . and one comés home-with precious -
ftShes-thar makes hiny rich, and his poftericy to be grede:
men ; the -othier brings home nothing bic a company- of , .

ibble ftones which makes him fcorn’d abd jeer’dacbyall

is Neighbours ; Oh'! how would he be teady to tearhis
flefh for his folly inthis kind:* ‘"This wil] be che difference :
betweetr men and women it the day of Judgment, for the :
truth is, what is this world baca {ea-fare?  We are here °
(ailing in this world, And here e have the market of /|
pearls, or elfeof that which hath no worclg‘_aqall injc :»when-

. you live in‘the times of the ‘Gofpel ‘1 fay'there is a mar-

ket for pearls, ._for chofe, rhings that may. enrich youtodlf:
eieenicy ; ‘now theres ohe man, he Bé‘_ﬂ[o‘v}s the ftrength of -
his’ thoughts and heart. about thole thijtigs chat he fhall «
be:blefling: of | Goll -in::the: higheft  heavens. .o all \ecernis -

tys
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-ty for, and the other man beftows his thoughts and heare.

but upon che things of the earch, and lades himfelf :wick
ehick clay (asche Scripture phrafeis ; ) and now ac che day

-of Judgment when ic thall appear, here’s a man or' woman

that fhall be to all eternity blefled, that fhall joyn with
Angels and Saincs in the higheft heavens to magnifie the
free grace of God in Chrift: and here’s ancther thac had he

. beftowed but his thoughts, and heart about the fame chings.

be might have been fo blefled for ever, but he minding the

“things of the earth is a_curfed fool, and is the fcorn and
-contempt of men and Angelsto all eternity 3 earthly-min-
.dedneffe’ brings men into foolith lufts (as the §cripeure

fpeaks: ) Oh! though men ofearthly minds think them-
{elvesthe only blefled men, I applaud my felfac home, lec:
men alk what they will; but cthe holy Ghoft faith, thac

-ghiofe Jufts that are caufed by egrchly-mindednefle,are foolifh -

. ]uﬁs'_;‘: .o

« Fifchly; Thabs follyfora manto dothat that be muft,
undo again. Now éfpecially thofe earchly-minded menhat..
hdve this earthlinefle foco prevail with themas'to get any.
thing of the eartli by falfe waies ; they muft certainly undo

-all they have doné: yqu have got fp muchof thegarthin

fome canning cheating way, and you blefle, yopr felvesshag,.
{'.ou have found out fuch a ’my(?er' ofiniquity ; thisisa foo-
i

lifhlutt: Foelith, Why ? it muft be done again, either you
-mtft be eternally damn’d,or elfe you muft reftore as Zacbeys

did- if you be able, though it be to the impoverithing of .
yourfelves, yet icmuft outagiin, allthe forrow and repepay

" tancé that can be will not be fiifficent,. thou canft not pe -

pardoned upon allthy forfow and repentance if thou doft.
not reftdre if thon beeft able, ‘what thouhai illgotten; 1
do notknow that there was everany Minifter of the Golpel

-upon thie face ofthe earch bucheld chis, thatic. wasof ab 2;

-hiciénecdﬁfy tofalvation torettore, and this ane reafonca
notbuc facisfie any mans confcience, That 3 man cannoptru- -

by repent of a fin, and yet ""fﬁ‘ lly to continue init. Now ex- -
«cept-you do reftore, you do-wilfully continue in it for .

’Why N
Y .

-

|
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why ? youdo not only wrong the man the firft hour, but
fo long as you keep any thing thac is his you do wrong -
him : and if you be able to reftore and do not, becaufe you
are loth to parg, with {o much mony, or Lo many gpods, you .
do wilfully continue.in che fii: now, no man or woman
can truly repent of a fin and yet wilfully pecfift-in chac fin :
wehat a foolith luft is chis, for a man or woman togo and get
the things of chis world in fuch a way as he muft undo all
again though it be cohis fhame; Oh! confider what a fol~-
lyicis. You deceitful fervancs, that {pend away chat upon
.your lufis, that you cheat and cozen your mafter of ; afeer-
wardggvhenyou -come to fecup. for your felves, you muft
reftore what you have purloind, and it may be a great part
of your eftate muft be repaid in way of refticution, it muft
be done, chere’s nogain-faying of ic 3 and cherefore what
"a foolith, luft it is, to bé fet uppn the things.of the earth fo as
togecchieminguearthlyyay. o0
~ 6.”And then foolifh Cobferve this onernote) By Earthly-
‘mindednefs, they do lof¢ the comfors of earthly things bsfore
- #beybavethem.. 1 make icout thus, manor woman that
- ‘hich arking thoughts, about, the things' of the earchyand ic
‘may bé byn&fcir 'inbrdina‘ge‘tl')qughcs, and cares, and affecti-
‘ons after fome earchly things, they contract much guiltinefle - -
" ‘upon their own {pirirs, yet after this perhaps God doth give .
them that earthly thing; now-when they have go it, if
they have any lighe in their cop{¢iences, their. conviuced con~
fciences will then, geflect thus upon them , 1 bave got this
iriléed, 'Oh ) 'buc bavé T it with theblefling of God ?.T have
ic"in- my cuffody, buc 1.goc it dearly, 1t coft me. fuch -
théughts'and cares, and affetions before I bad it, and
now I have it, I cannot {ay it comes out of -Gods love, I ra-
ther fear that God hath given'it’ me in his wrath becaufe I .
gotc in fiicha way;now il the comfore is gone and.loft,
‘whereashad it comieinthe way ‘of God, and hadft thou gis -
ven upthy (elf to God, ‘and theh providence: had broughe.
{ucha comfore to thee, thou gughteft have enioyed much

O God ir; and blelled God i ir, che Loid hach leffed me
i::L . ( : R W

-
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rinmy-tradirg, Oh ! Thave it from the Love of God, But

- mow,when thy heart’ was earthly before ic .came, when .1t

~doihcome thou haft no cemfort i it, the comfart of all' s

Joft befowe it comes, thou haft fpent fo muchupen -t; as§f

‘aman hathgora thing , and after he hathgotten it, he thitks

thus, What hach thiscoit me; it hathcoft me a'greac dedl
more than it’s worch; now the comfoet of ic isvamfhed. -

The Eighth Evil.

- Bacchly-mindednefs, 1t is the root-of Apoftafie. Ple give |
you but one Scripture,and compare ic with anothec : % 'film.
4 10" ther’s a norable Texr, thac fhews how eacchly-min-

. dednefle breeds Apoftatie; ’cis the example of Demas, For
Demas(faies the A poftle) bath forfaken me: whar’s the mat.
ter? baving loved this prefent world. It was tha that made
Demas tobe an Apoftate; why *what was Demas before?
compare this Scepiure wich thac you have inthe Epiftle co
the Colcffians, and you fhal fee what he was before ¢his vime |
be was a forward deiciple of Paxl, and the Apoftle had,
fomegoad efteem of him in the laft co the Coloffians,1 4.verf.
marke there in that Epiftle, where Paul was dirGed by the
holy ‘Ghoft, Luke tbe beloved Phyfitian, and Demas greet
you. P doth rank Demas here among the famous Proféf-

* fors of Religion ; the Apoftle writing to the Coloffians, {dich
Demas greets you among thereft. - When we ferid to our
friends and {ay, ‘Such a oiie commends him to you, we ufe
not to name them except they be encire friends. So it appears,
and I find chat Interpreters feverally do thinkic was che fame |
‘Demar,and the word givesus fome ground for this;; for in |

Timotby you find, that he names Luke theretoo.: 1t feems
thac Demar and Luke were two greac Affuciaces : and Paul
méntions then togecher ; when Demas had forfaken him,
yet Luke fode with him, and when Paxl fends chem the

_ greering of Luke chat was thebeloved Phifician, he fendsche
greeting of Demastoo: Butnow,one wastruly Godly, ahd |
‘whacfoever fnfferings Panl met wichal, oné cleaved 16 him,
.. ! [ 2 . .m
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and would not forfake him: But when Paul begins to fuf-
fer, and Dema s thought, chat there’s po chriving for me, if T
fhould follow chis perfecuted Apoftle. “Demas now would
havenomore of Paul, he thanks him for his company and
fairly depatts fromhim : He bash forfaken me: and whar’s
theroot of it? He bad imbraced this prefent world. And
that’s another note, that though he wasa forward: Profeflor,
yet che heart of Pazl was not fomuch for him, tor {aith he,
Luke the beloved Pbyfitian,and Demas greer you; He doth
not fay, the beloved Wemus @ 10’s crue, Demus was a torward
Profeflor, and did icem to wear a cloak of Religion; yer
Pasl was directed by the boly-Ghaft only o ipeak ot hun
asa Profeffor 3 buc in chat the holy-Ghoft direéts him co
~{peak of twou togeher that were companions, buc gives
‘one an Epethice, ‘Beloved, and the other only tiisname. By
<his we may gacher,” chat tho.e that have difcernug {piiics
may fhew tome kind of {ign in thofe that are earthly, ac lcaft -
to darken their efteem of chem, and to make them lomewhic
“jealous of them: asnow, there’s twomen, and both very
forward, audtwo companions togecher; yetthofe chacare
~ gadly, old Duciples can favout one more than che other ;
Indeed chey are boch Profeffors, and boch have excelleic
pares and gifts, and yec chere’s more {piritualnefs, and
greacer experiences inone thanin the ocher ; fo ic appears -
there was in Luke racher than ‘in Demas, and indeed, your
earchly-minded men, afterwards prove co be Apoftates,
ulually before cheir grand Ayoftafy-do mani‘eft fume dead-
nefle and waywardneis of ipiric tochac that’s good; yea,
their {pixits before difcover themfelvesto beéaichly {picits, .
‘they {mel of the earth. As a man b:fore he dies, his
breach willimell very earchly 3 you will fay, Oh! fuch a
“one camo live, Hisbreach 1sto ‘earchly 5 fo ft'is wich chofe
thac are very great profefforsof Religion s that thofe chat
have intimare acquantance with them béfore they do A
ftat zo, chey tmell ther breath co beearthly in cheir duries,
- jacher conferences : Qh rake heed of earchly-'miudedne('s, ®
- fealk itbe theroot of Apuftalie ; Tlus miay be'wiien upon
- : 1 niny
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many an Apoftates grave, This was an earthly-minded man
or woman in the mid:[t of their profeffion. And hence it is
that they fell off from the cruch nn times of danger, when they
were brought to the tryal, they were bafe back-fliders from,
God and his cruch, :

The Ninth Evil,

Earthly-mindednefle doth wonderfully dead the beart in-
prayer. It finksthe{pirits of men,and ftraightens them in
~fpiritual duties; yea, and indeed,.doth defile every duty
of Religion;inthe 119.pfal, 3. ver. David (you fhall
find) prayesthere to God, That be will tiurne avay bis eyes-
' from bebelding wanity, andtbat be would quicken bim in .
bislaw. Certainly by the vanicy that he fpeaks of there, he
means the things of the world, and by hiseyeshe underftands
the eyes of his minde, chiefly the working of the thoughts of
hisheart after earchly chings s . for if you will caft your eyes.
buttothe 36. verfe, faich he there, Incline my beart to thy.
-~ teftimonies, and not to coveteoufnefl; Oh Lord, lec not my
heart be enclined to coveteoufnefle : afrerwards, Turn away
mine eyes from beholding vanity, co the end that my hearg
may not be inclin’d to coveceou fisefle; Lord, let not my
thoughts be bufted abour fuchvain things, but quicken me
in thy Law: as if he fhould fay, Lord, while mgr ind .
is. turned co venity, or my heart to coveteoufnefle, after the
things of this earth, I alwaies find my fpiric dull and heavy
_inany lioly duties, I have noquickneffeacall in my inward
man when I come in thy prefence, and by experience I
find this tobethe caule thac my heart is fo.droflie, becaufe
my thoughts and mind are fec upon earthly ehings thas
- arebut vanicy, therefore, Lord let not mine beart be inclin'd .
to covetoufnefl jiov mine eyes lcoking after vanity,but turn a- .
way mine eyes from ihefe things and quicken me in thy Law :
1€ you would have your hearts quicken’d in. Gods Law, in
. theDucies that God fets you about, take heed of your eyes
p;attheylgok Bt after vanity, and your hearesehat chey. lfgl- .
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- Jow not after covecoufnefs ; for an earthly {pirit will bea
‘dead {pirit, as the element of earth i’sthe fluggitheft, and
~deadeft element ofall 3 fo earchlinefle inthe hearr makes
the heart fluggith and dead, and littlefle to any holy and
fpiricual ducy : Iappeal fo your confciencesin this, when
“youhave let out your hearts after che things of this earth,
and been exercifed in.the world, 1n abundance of bu@inei=
when you have come toenjoy communion with God,
Qh| how dead have you tound your hearts! adroflie heare
mufk needs be adead and a ftraight heart in heavenly exer-
cifes: - you complain many times of your vain thonghts in
pesformance of holy duties, you cry out of dead {pirics
* chen, but shere lies the caufe, you have given your hearrs
up fo much to the things of the earth atr other ctimes, and
hence when you fhould come to have converfe with God
youx hearts are 10 dead and dulland flraight as chey are, look
ac chis to be the ground of it ; chis is thegreac root ofall, it
lies here in your earthly-mindednefle, Oh! how many
prayers have been quite {poil’d witlk an earthly hearc!
whereas, fuchas have had ipuiual hearts, have enjoyed
blefled communion with Godat the Throue of his Grace,
and have been tweetly refrethedasa Gyant wich wine ; the
while thou haft gone witha dead heart, and continued {fo
there, and came away with as deadan heact, wichouc any
quickoefle and life, and this is that chac comes by th
earthly-mindednefle, which s fuch a remora and pu}ba(;:

to duties.
' T be Tenth Evdd.

‘to. Earcthlymindedneffe, i [0 great an evil toberefoesver

it prevails,as it weve juft with God that thy name vobo art fo

- eartbly-minded fhould be voristen in the earth, 1fay, chofe
thac are earchly*minded and have this fin prevailing upon
their hearts, and ate noc fenfible of 1r, they have caute to
fear leaft God thould write chew namesin theduft: yea,

- left God hathalready wiicten their names inthe earch; in
the 19, Of ferem. 13. we reade of fuch an exgrem;ni OZ

. | ) Lor
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ordy the bope of 1frael, all that forfake theefball be afba-
#::l, ,and ,tbeI; that depart from thee fhall be vritten in the -
earth: becasefe they bave forfaken the Lord the fountain of
living woaters. Andic’sapparanc that he {peaks of earth]
fpicits here, forin-che 11. verfe he faith, JAsthe Part
steth on eggs and batchetb them not, o be that getteth riches
and not by right, foall: leavethbemin themidft of bis daies,
and at bis.end [ball bea fool : and then. he goes on and
defcribes theexcellency of Godand his San¢tuary, A gleriows .
bigh Throne from the beginning #s the place of our Santtua-
ry, &c. Asif he fhould iay, Therearea company of foolifh .
vain mea thac {eek after nothing but gecting riches and the
things of the earth; But a glorious bigh Throne from the
. begining is1be place of our SanBtuary: OhLord we feean
excellencie inthee and in thine Qrdinances, and thy San--
¢tuary, Oh Lord the hope of Ifrael in whom there is fueh ex-
cellency, is there any that do forfake thee who haft fo much .
excellencie in thee, whoartthe hope of Iirael ? Qh lord, juft
it.were that their names fhould be written in the earth, thac
they thould Rrever cometo partake of thofe good things that
_ there ate in thee, the excellent things thatare.in thine Ordi-
nances, and in-thy. Gofpel, but Lord, let their names be .
wuitten in the earth : an earthly {pirit (I fay) may fear leaft
the name of it be written.in theearth, left God write concer- -
“ning fucha man or fuch a woman, earth fhall be their portion;
and cheir mouths fhall be fil’d with-earth oneday, and chaes -
all the good that they fhall have from the Almighty : Oh
thofe who have known. God and the chings of eternal life -
they cannot buc apprehend chis to be a fad anda grievous,
evil,_for their ames to be written in che earth, .

The Elewenih Evil -

JAn Earthly-minded man bath the curfe 4;}’ the Serpent upon .. |
bim: Whactwasthat 2 ‘Upon thy belly fhalt thou go,and g:;;
foalt thou-eat.: Thou haft the cwfe of the Serpent, thougro-
véleﬁ‘umn the earth (as it were) upon chy belly, d})]: fou}

- "}.A" i . c “ﬁ‘ :
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cleévcs to the ground inaf{inful way, and duft choufeedeft
upon : While the Saincs are feeding upon-Jefus Cheift, up- -
- on thevery fleth and blood of Chrift ; when they are tefre(%:

ing themfelves with the hidden Mannah, Angels bread, corty -
from Heaven ; thou art faciating thy felf wich the earth, .

that’s thy food, and that’sthevery curfe of the Serpent; i’y

hd

~ afignofa ferpentine brood of the old Serpent,. to be grovelmg: . »‘

upag the earth,and to feed uponi.
o Tb;: Twelfth Evil. . -

i

- Barthly-mindednef is édi{bdﬁor to'vaad,'"and afeandal

toReligion. What! fhalc thou profefsan intreft in Chrift ?

. and are there no higher thingsto be had in God than fuch bafe -
things as thy heart is upont What! doeft thou hold fotck -

- theeverlafting Gofpel inthy hand to others; and doeft o~
~ penly profeflea nearneffe to God mare than others; and

1s chere no difference between - the workings of thy bearr,’ |

" and. the workings of others after the things of the world ¥

Ohi! how.does chis darken the excellency of Grace ! if there -

beany, grace at all it very much cloudesit; as the mixthg of
~ earch and droflie ftuff with pure- mectle, it cakés atay the:
- 1 ellencie of the-pure mectle; fo themixing of earth with
P

ofeffion of Religion,. blemifheth the beauty and fplén- -

dotof the profeflion of Religion: Thou wilt never b the'

man or woman that is like to convince any by thy- Con-"

- yerfaioti : thou art never likely to be ameans to draw any- -
tathe love of the waies of godlinefle, -becayfe there is fo -
mueh darknefle and easghlinefle in thy Converfation: Oh'
will they fay, Indeed, Ee or fhe rakesa great blaze ‘in the- .
warld, and calks much of Religion,and of Ordinances, and .;
fuch chings, but as worldly as any, and groveling in the-:

’ ers by will-chink .
-that profeflion. is buc a meer verbal thing, oramock-thew,
when as they feeas much, earchlinefle in your- éonverfarion .
s.in_the converfation of thofe that are without: you do .
‘beiig aB_ill report on the things of God, as the, Spies did . .

o 5 o,

“earth asmuch ssany ; people that are ftan
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onthe Land of Canaan, Whereasevery profeffor of Reli-
gion fhould endeavour toputa luftreuponReligion, and

~ tomake the waies of God tobe beautiful, amiable, and
. glorious in the eyes of all chac do behald them : Butnow,

togive alye to your Gofpel-profeflion by your Eatthly-
converfatton, isa very great {candalto the Name of Chrift
that isupon you, and to his Gofpel that you feemto ftand
up for. ‘Oh! there’sa great evilin this, and a very ill re-
cames upon the waies of Religion by this means; ma--
ny that have had lictle relgionin them, yethave fomekind

‘of generoufnefs of {pirit, io that they fcorn fuch bafe for-

didneffe as fome forts of Profeffors are given unto. Oh!
for fhame let not chofe thachave only common gifts of na-
ture, and education owftrip you, that feem tobe the follo-
wers of Ghrift ; away wich thatbafe, muddy, earchly, fz-
ving, pinching difpefition, it becomes none but Fudas thac
carried che bagand becraied his Lord and Mafter for Eigh-

. teen fhillings and four pence.  Let meargue with you, you

that have to deal with any friends or neigebors, that you
yec are afraid have not the power ot godlineflein themas -
you defire, but yet you (ee they have much ingenuity, and
generoufneffe, and publicknes of {pirit in them for publ‘ck
good ; take heed ot {candalizing fuch men, for certainly
fuch men ifthey could be broughc to tl-e love of Religion,
to the-power and ftrictnefs thereof, had they the work of the

.holy Ghoft upon their heartsto humble chem for fin, and

- tofhew chem the excellencie of Jefus Chrift, they would be
- glorious Inftruments inche Church of God and Common-

wealch, and cherefore 1’s a very greac evil to fcandalize
fuch menas thete ; no, you fhould labour to walk {o asthey
might fee a beauty and excellencie in the waies of Religion
by your Converfacion; Oh! better, a choufand cimes bet-
serthac you be cut fhort of thefe thingsin the world, thaa
that you thould fcandalize the waies of God, and the pro-

~ feflion of the Name and Gofpel of Jefus Chrift.

The
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\

The Thirteenth Evil. . ' : ‘

" Earthly-mindednefle, it doth exceedingly binder preparga-
tion for death;and it is like to make death to be very grievous
and terrible to chem when it comes (thatare like che rich fool -
in cthe Gofpel) Inthe 21. of Luke, the 34. verfe, (this L have
from the Scripture) Take beed to your felves (- Chrift here
eaks to his Difcipels) left at any time your bearts:be. over-
charged with furﬁ‘t):ing,_ and drunkennefi, and cares of this -
life; (heputs themtogecher.) It’s very ftrange you will fay,
thac Chrift fhould fpeak this to his Dilciples, to forewarn
‘them of this, we do not think -that they wete drunkards{qas
to followafter Taverns and Ale houfes, or toreel in the -
ftreets 3 but by this drunkenneffe he means any excefle in
the ufe of the crearures, in meat ordrink, aud profeffors
of Religion may be fubjeck to that, togive.up.chemfelves .
too much to fenfual delights and excefs in the ufe of che-
creature, but befides that, though many there are thar would
abhor glutteny and drunkennefle, yec.the caresof chislife
takesup their hearts ; therefore faith Chrift, Take beedto ..
yauer felves left at any time your bearts be over charged with
tbe cares of tbirs life: why ¢ what evil would the eveg-¢har-
ging of the heart wich the caresof this hfe bring? mark,
(faith the text)and fo that day come upon you unarvoares for .
as.afnare fhall it come upon all them thas droell uponsbe face -
of thewhol earth, watch ye therefore and pray alwaies &c. T .
may apply chis codeath : though che Scripture be {peaking
- of Chrifts coming ; now in the time of deach Chrift comes -,
articularly, there is a particular day of Judgngent at che .
of death ; it may lkewife be.applied cathe time ofany .
ition, and then icmay be inlarged thus, and fothenthe. --
evill of earchly-mindednefle appeass in chis, that it doth bin- -
der the preparatin of the foulfor afflictions. . Oh!, earthly~ -
mindednefle, will make thine affliction to be grievous and . .
heavie to thee: an affliction ‘isa very grievous thingto an .
cagchly fpiric 5, if God comes to sake away any. comfores. of .;
. ) ) this'r .
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chis world, now becaufe thy heart cleaves fo clofe to them

there muft bea rending of them from thee, and chac will
putthee to pain; a man thac hath his garments loote, he
ean ealily put them off when he goes to bed at night, buc if
aman hach aforeupon his body, and his inward garmenes

- fhal cleaveto the fore, 1fhe pulsthem off chen it pucs him

to a great deal of pain, Oh then he cries out ot his pairn
TFruly, chis earchly-mindedneffe comesfrom difteniper of
fpirit, and the things of the earth they tleave tocthe hearcs
of men and women that are eaichly, as the inward gar-
ment fhould cleave toa fore on a mans body ; and now
when affi¢tions or dearh comes to take the things of che

- earth from them, or them fiom the thu:gs of the earth,
~ Oh i’s painful co them, it’s grieviousto them ; and tor one

that hach an earthly ipiric, a hundred to one if he ha-hany
light of confcience lefc in him, but his confcience ‘will
crouble him in time of ficknefle and thentel him how he
hach {penc his ctime and ftrength of his {piric about the

“things of the earch, whereas they fhould have bin fpent

about more excellent chings, and when he comes to die
then his {piric will be troubled, Iamnow toleave all chefe

_ things thac I have {penc my care and thoughts upon, and

ler ouc my hearc abour; and what good 1s it tome now

 thac 1 fhall leave fo much more than my neighbor doh,

what great content is this to me when 1 am upon my fick
and deatn bed? what comfort can 1 have in all the good
things I have enjoyed ? yea (1t may be)through cheearths
linefle of my 1ipiric, 1have enjoyed buc lictle of them, but
- have had carking thoughts about them; Buc now, death
is like to be to me asa Strainer, that ftrains ouc the good
and leaves the drofle and che dirc behind it.  And fo all
the good of che things of this world is gone, buc the guile
tineffe that 1have conrrated upon my {pirk with my ime
moderate care and affection that I have ler out upon the
world chat now is upon my fpirit : Oh! death hath been

- very grievous to worldly fpirics. I remember there’s one

that w’d-ina place not farfrom the place chac 1 have for-
. R mesly
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mertly livd in, a covetous, earchiy fpiric, when he was to
die, cals for his Money, and4als aiwedring, Dluft I leave

- you now 2 ({peaking to his Bags :and_ hugpin, them )
- Whae | ovuft Kleawd: yovd sodaiid _lfl'n»eht:ﬁﬁrg ngq‘,féi# d

{penchus pinds aiic: fteengeh supon thele ‘things; 2 irideed
let, out his hearo co them-as his” portioh, 'an'd’th'ég‘ lre“feey
that be mualt bo flvipt téom all, muftbid an cternal fase-well

to a}l, no~ ndote. houles, nor:dinds, nor comming-in,’ nor

' m’;'ﬁyn,thﬁ deatlyisgrievousto tuch a e, Now,' what
thould: ;

be the life of'a Cheiftian, buc a continual prg rats
on for deach?. Manyi of the Heatheos faid of Phylofop ¥, that
it wasbuc a preparationfer- deatly, - Adtpecial extejlor; 02
Clxiftanicy. ,&)nﬁﬁg.,iusth'is;-tl)gc‘i; 15 @’preparative’ q?
death;. and therdfore: you: flivuld fed Sucyout ﬁi‘gﬁé’ﬁo’f."
things of chis Warldfo, as you'to be'gontintiafipi l‘ﬁing?
death, . thac whérs God/calé i co depare 46 the éFE'hin‘gs‘ -
shat you mayudo it wich eate, with' ds mich eafe dsa _riia"
when he.1s going.to bed cats off his cloachs thac are' ol
#baus bim 5 far {the grave is as d'bed co che Safps wileid
chey fallafloepibenthey die, o ochy ‘oay i)
aththingsand.gdta ther(leep with eife-and flebicel” “A'phag
oswaman thiat can. hive cheir coniciences te} thes. Ty,
beenvddigent mmy calling, -bik God knows t_h‘rc}'q‘;gh e iths
fialoefli 0 himy cavhen. than love-to the werld ¥ 2iid ] iai
kops 0iff heare clodeor God;sand fakbfdk to'huiny 4 it

' the warldnow faréwely a3 che'world hathdofie with ine,
-Lhave dbne. wich. ¥ 5240 l_bng as ‘my cune s (o' bﬁ:f)‘ fs’g

Gedy Godrcobtinued thote things thac ghis'_ﬂ"axl,}‘;afﬁ 6.0
e widpeed of;: aid -now my work is dane, ’fd?e_Wéﬁ fhe
€omforiswbahis\Wotldyi 1 éxpect othet kind of Comtorf;
wac:k dmoiowgbugs b5 $8.1 Tyeh ‘2’ ¢n€that is"fgir‘i ia]
may diewwhcotiforsy bac chole that Have rheir hearts'oyges
shaggoll wachi che.canes of ‘this life, they ‘will haye'ehe ddy of
Ghuft cpine mpou ches inawares, - - L3V Pd oBloE
siod, Ho sRanidger sfd v e e .;'&a’"“‘_ ,'-{-‘f"rli
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The Fourteenth Evil, ‘ -

. rehly-mindedvefs, is that thas will bring defiruction g¢ -
le it yb'férmyﬁ; thy foulin perdition; ther’sthole cwo cest:
foric; the fikf¥ is hete in this very Scriprure wherei y
* Texc s, daith the Apoftle here (fpeaking of men whopfind .
carchly things.) Whofeend is- defirution. . They apé both -
joyn’d together, earthly-mingednefle will bring d{(t}fu&i..
anaclaf}: And che forenamed place, thatfor other purpo-
{es we have had, in 1 Tim. G, 9. where -the Apottle {peaks of
bringing them into fnares, and foolith lufts: taith he, which
drown men in defiruttion and perdition. Some thar are
Wathingtheralelves in the Thames, goa liccle way at fiftand
ien venturea liccle furcher & funcher, andat length they are -
over head and ears, and there they are.drown’d and cannox re-
cover thernfelves :” So it will be wikhryour bearts if you look.
not to them; . you think you may ventire fo far co che chin
of thisworld, why ? Are cheynot good, and in dxemf_e}:gz
Tawful? Tget not my eftateby wrong, theating andicout-
ping, and o by des‘regs your hearts are ftoln away. from .
God, and taken with thefe carthly things, and ye gee dee--
per and decper into theworld, cilac length you are plunged:
over head and €ars before youare aware, and you cannoc-
tecover your felves 5 that map or. woman .that will give:
theic "hearts to the things' of this world, and chink: thag
they will gono furcher, but chus and thus far, a hundred :
to one_but when once thefe things have caken up their.
hearts they get more and more advantage cill they be even .
- drowned 1 deftruction and ﬁ.pﬁrdgtion: A man or. woman .
?a y be undone by . earchlinefle, and be-damn’d and perifh .
v t‘gez'nally as well as by adulrry, or-drunkennefle, murder,
%eb’y any notorious {in, many. that aregueat Profeflass of -
Religion, it’s very like that chis will be: the fin by which .
they will perith o all ecernity, The earthlineffe of thejr-
winds. Do not pleafe yous felves inthis, that becaufe you .
keep £roin shofe groffe and Rogorious finschag echers live in,.
s © 7777 therefore.
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danin you as well as ény thing elfe : *Asupon dunghils you
caft no}c, only filthy carrion, and fuch naﬁig?}huﬂ’, "tb’?l: y}t’)ur
duft, chacis fwept outof your houfes, Imay compare Hell

which isthe place where God cafts thofe damned out of his

'gltefence, it is (as ic were) the common dunghil upon which

_ 81

" therefore you hope to be favd, your earchlinefle may

thy creicures are caft; nay upon that dunghil there are

not only carrions, and filthy blaphemers, and whorematters,
and cheeves, -thofe are as it were the dead dogs carrion : byc
- likewif€ there will be duft caft uponchat dunghil, and fcra-
- pings thatarefrom your houfes will be caft uponthe dung:

bil of Hell from the prefence of God ; and therefore facisfie |

not your felvesin this, that you do noc live in fiich filchy
abominable lufts as others do, but if you have foul earthy
hearz: you may becaft upon the dunghillas wellas chofe
thac
heed of eacthly-mindednefle. N

Youwillfay, By all thefe particularsthat you bave dif-
covered th us, thereis agreas deal of evil and danger in
eartbly-mindedniffe.  Well, the Lord keepus from eartbly-
mindedneffe: But yor will fay, we bope that we are not
thofe eavthly-minded men that gre bere (poken to, thoughmwe
dé follow our bufineffes and callings = w’a’mz;]! mind what
Gotl fetir s aboue, ‘Bus woe bope e are not of thefe earthlys
minded men that are fpoken of bérs.in this Scripture.

. Now befideS what we (pake to, in the openiig what i vize

chat might fhew asin glafle the hearcs of menand women:.
Medici

I fhalt inlérpe in; tions ot this fabjet, by op
fotme few Conv'in{antntg furcher mmm;:nzuﬁﬁwﬁé
 téeri tharthete is apreacdeal of earthly>siltideduieffe in chietn;
Tk s umﬂfrmmﬁ) Wdrmb
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ave liv’d moft notorioufly wicked ; and :hergfore‘ take
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L amsbmgf maybe w;”nugb&m a lung'“daﬂ fEmbbr
& n;mded.-'-' o
11 Aman may have h‘ls mdgment cpnvmc’d ghat therc is
a.;yamty izl chipgs in this o old ;and yer bean garchly- min-
dedmanforallchis: many think, theéy s1enot e3ithly-nin-
- ded, . why ¥ Becaule they are conviicldehac allthele hings
are vaniy ;. come and tpeak to them abouc the things of chus
- world, and they willacknow ledg there’s a vanity.'n all chefe
thingse thac they are vanities, alisvanicy.

- 20, v maw may bawe (ome kpnd of contentment in bis. eflate,
c‘nd yet have anearshly mind 5 atiche 33.0f Gen. - g. verte,
‘Efau,that was oie of the eacth, yet be faid be had enough, yec
cerrainly one -of an earthly {pivic, -and his- pomon was in

;ﬂ' .how.mayy of you.come ip faras ‘E/an did? o
fay for your eftates, you have enough? OhXis a fhame for
thofe-thac are profeflors of Religion, apd would Jeen; to
ke of che{eed of Facch, and.yer they can. never {ay they have
encugh, whenasan Efan can fay, he bach euough Lbave
awugb my. brother.

3¢ ‘Men and.women mayﬁ)sakwry great mrdf ahowt tb&

1of all"the things of tus, world ;- W hen you cometo
dgim&e, you may ¢lday) d:fcounfemch ahouc them, apd
yet havea very earchly fpuw.. .

4. A man may be free from getting any th of this world

ewaies, ludcah, by 1ﬂ];(ﬁ¢€€ &c. ¢ yct bc eanbl,
fqr that. . .. :

.5 Toroughfo fomotbar wa;y, .4-m;m
mayfren. tp ;fe fomcm:tbly thing: -As many men-thac
hayea Juf of : Ambition,. Wall 1eem, to defpife money 5 thag
hach a luft to fhew themfelves to be generous; and thofe thac 1
have a Juft of &Mmmlqupgq thezhings of, the
w mﬁ -,.mwmem (lmush Wil 1«!@ a ifshe

hg;u:as n o‘gutbu. wlsla :‘&%
ic) mt(l}tysfwm mpdaﬂas i main ageinft G Gad,
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" buthegyle it is oppofite.fo foamgedher Iuft that he hach ;-
:};\1 ous..prodjgals,. your QXQx‘;g,;S_pendythrifts,"tl)b){‘,ﬂill;
, fp’fa)'& agamit coyeenanipe:s as ik they haredhac finy where-,
as‘ih'e eruch 35, no wicked man“hates apy: finany. further:
than oue {in. eyofkes another;, {0 apych be may hage-it, but
. notas afin, wthe ;3. of I 15. Bebold (faihthe texe) [
voill ffir iep the Medes againfi them, which fhall nos regard fil-.
. wer,, and agfp ,go(d;ég); Jhall not delighr in it . che Medes—
y were Heatk ﬁ&i«smm@m thar had nograce iy them.
apall, andyet (thesexqfaith Jthey thall not regard filver,
and for eol’,ff(thsy thall not delrght ity 4t ; fome menthey think.
it, is through the work of grace, and becaufg, they find "that
they are above that, bafe covetoulnets thac ghey fee in other.
men,. they. da. not regard, filver and, gold, and to be gettipg
all for’ chemilelves, and they, ditpite thole men that are, ot
fuch'a bﬂcmgom way, ,and;upan that: chay chink theic.
condition gaod. Becaufe thiey thuk they are gog. above thac
luft; bugyefee it isno otherrhan that a Mede may ger,-a.
Heachen, ?Eﬁ,cgyfli.ﬁivcr-a‘t}dgpld,,hy;.ho‘wJ, 4t 1s be-,
caufe, his ?P it s pon; anocher luft,” chas’s the, ground of:
ic :"canft thou fay this,- (cpulider what.lam npw.ypan.):
- you that feem o {corn Covetoufneile and hate:fuch.bafs.
fordidnefle 3s. you [ée in fome,men : canyou. fay, it comes.
from Bﬂ‘iﬁ%ﬁ The Lord hath madg me co feg the excellenc.
chings of the Gofpel, the treafures of grace thac are fayy,
~tain’d up in Jefus Chrift : cthe Lord hath made me toknew
what commupion. with himfelf in Jefus Chyift dath wean,
and fince thaccimie Ibleffe God my heart bach been above
all thefe earehly chuggs, and tha’s the groymd chac makes:
mxi kg" ufian, all thele, earchly, tiings as, yauiy, becaufe,
che, Lord hath dife %‘ﬁ upea e, i excellent, and glor,
iqus chings” that.age; 'mﬁlxlﬂgﬂ"{ﬁ.'#‘“ﬁfﬁaétﬁix» things',
L, thac’s i“?mebaC;'“éféﬂ«.-~i(6x9u cah be.abioveardhlyuciley
q?c‘)ﬁ;;hig grernd, that’s a. good. . argpment : therfore, ex-,

”
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men fat in feeming to be above afthly things in
mfpt?t‘azt’ ﬁe fin of coml:gfne&, and yet ﬁill‘hlZv'e ;
minds; wherefore to give you convincements, befides thifigs
thachave been hinted. S

As how a man doth value himfelf, and value ochers, is
ie not becaufle chac others, or your felves have much of the
things of the earth? canyou valuea man that isgod-

“ly above the richeft man thatis wicked? andfo, can you
value your felves for the leaft work of grace upon your
hearts to make you more excelient than the greaceft cormngs-
inof your eftates? (butchefe things we have hinced. )

And chen, where 1ies the chief Joy and chief Sorrow of
mens hearts ? what’s chat that doth moft trouble your
heates? isic the loffeof che light'of the face of God, orthe
lofle of aneftate, the loffe of avoyage, ‘ot the commiflion of
afin? So, what’s your chief Joy, your profiting by che
word, ot gaining by your bargains? you have cometo the
word, and there fomtimes God hach reveal’d fome cruch
‘wyou, and you haverproficed ; canyou goaway rej ydn§
becaufe God hach made you to know his Law, che ‘Eor
hath dacred fome cruth into my foul chis moming, Oht I

_godway cejoycing, andhavingmy hearcfil’d withmore joy
than ever L have hiad upon any bargain wherin I have got never
fomuch of the world : Thefe be ewo convincemenes we hinced:
'mk&re._ Co . T "

Nine Couvinoements of Earibly-mindednef.

1. Conw. For the further Convincernent of i Edrthily-
minded man; ferioufly confider chis: When aman. falfref!
apon eartbly props, upim: worldy bélfii{‘ortbggond thathe

. doth expelt 5 l?be cats bawe shofe tbings, then bis by
feerss 10 be upontbewing, wverypleafanit: but ther’s notbi
ebfecan revive bis beart, its not apronsifethas cankeep

" §pirit.  Now chatthat a man or waman moft cruft unco,thag
certeinly they make o bethéir God: for :bn}:roye_ﬂy‘m
longs v Godto putotr sruftin Him; chen’ wemake G6&

] , . o
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" tobe our God when weroulou felvesupon Him. Nowts
" rruft in earchly chings,, chough it be bue for the comforts of
your life, you -will fay, Teannovtruft in étrchly things co
- bringmeto God 5 nay, butto truft inthem for the .comforts:
of your life;while you are heve in chis wotld ; that’s an Argu~
.ent of anearthly fpiric: for the truth is, the comfort of a-
%ear‘chly ching hedoth enjoy.

mans life confifts not in an
Objett. Youwillfay, De not thefe comfort onr lives 2
 Anfw. Yes, fo faras God s pleafed to let out Himfelf -
thirough them, bucifthy hearc doth reft upon thefe for com-
fort, and doth noc look higher than thefe for com=
~ fout, even for thy outward fappore : certdinly thou haftah -
eacthlyheacr. And fo, trhichthou aré aboiit any- ‘
ghow haft fome earthily theahwto furtherthee. o
meanstobelpyse . 5 e
~ JAnfe Lbug noctowruft inany things- If picher encreafe, -
fesngtyouy bearts: mponsthem-: 10, if hrientls encreal¥, fed not
your heasesupon chem, Bateraliinihe living God, dec it be

V.

dwhv‘lﬁ%d. dthatyos ret on ever forall eucward chings in
this worlds- ittt

2. Gowwn. ‘A_~Sect¥xdf0mmm ’;poem'e;g’ftgs : é{*%% men:

- eahe mof}: provifion-for shetbings of this shorld; both for
i and.for,their codem, AtE" e chle ot
thoughies * Edo notknow what Imay want heréafeer, and 1.
fee mmany chat have lived finely when they have been young,
yet aftecwards they have lived very mifetab!(y, and therforel .

muft-make provifionforafter times. - Thus for theearch. -
But now, Doyou reafon thus forthe things of Heaven?:

do not I fee many that have made a great blaze of Religi~-
on,.and yet afterwards they have come to nothing, they.
have gonc ous. in a fnuffe as men that Ged hath forfaken;
';dngy;hamdwfdfmhmoroiﬁ:onfﬁmim;«mddutcfom '
it melsy ypprovifion nowagaint anevil time; thatImay-
-nok mfartgm the matters of my: foul fo as-’od)e'rs hnv{-_
dones. this Wereafign your minds were-not-earchly.. And .
mmm~,sdmm;yommma.andm
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-nightAapdas foon dsy ou swake A1 themiinulgs ab wk Wilar
you lhall ggrigeahein,poriar s, jand forhwela torrhem s
kow 1 appesh ce~your confcience betore: IGod (the feaws
sher of.all-heaits) Hawve your.cares beento provide in a fu-
rable way, for heic,foulss, for. chesp ipipitual -and ereinal
“eftates? No queftion bucics-Jawfudfor parents tu provigde
ina Providenaat way: fon theie schtldian;; and they that) do
not are worle chanlafigelss but what 1s youl hief gravie

fion for? are your thoughts more falicicas co pibwide por-
Liops for, them ¢han thac_they thpuld have inruction. in
MIEE‘%QQQQ%M‘QUQ&}";QHS@, chanthay they.$hould
%ﬁﬂﬁeﬁ wraughs in:theic hearss . Youare lotsdo-diohey
fore you can brang yedu-efate (s cleatias: yortany: leweric
.t.o ngg’:ciqldfpn - Oh lﬂté YOH be&\‘lpﬁh'&b* dlc;béforg m]ch
time as you iée fome work ot grace wrought: ar:the heasts of

. )S“.%ﬁ@ds@lﬁkgh;!gihﬁqimogl&mm-.chought.stc if-you
yred] ;?is&ei;; hdequld T duleerm, buk fome feads of grast
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: fiﬁéxéimrawm defire, and then fhe fotind Jaer-if wil-
Zod il lheresinobing Wikl make theprritat hronc
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felf fure enough, but is-v:ry careful to make all ithings foin-
* fallible as there can be no way that be can be decerved in, but

be may furely build upon what be batbintbe things of this
earth, Thisis anargument of an earthly mind,Come to men
chat are earthly, and difcourfe wich them concerning matcers
- chat concern their fouls, What affurance have youthat you
aregone beyondany formal profeffor, that you are better
- chan che-ftony or thorny grounds thac we read of in Scrip-
ture? What evidence have you that the faving work of
grace is wrought in you? that you have fhot the gulf?
chatyou are tranflated out of the Kingdom of darknefle in-
to'the Kingdom of Jefus Chrift? and thac your fins are
pardoned, and your fouls juftified ? that you areac peace
with God? what evidences have you of peace made be- .
tween Godand your fouls? Thisan{wer would begiven :
T hope 1am converted, 1ruft in Gods mercy, fure 1 have
grace, Ifhall befav’d, God s mercitul: But what eviden-
cescan you thew? They know nor {carce what belongs ta
that; nay, you fhall have many of them, becaufe they know
not what aifurance means, therfore they will think: no bo-
dy can be affured ; wemay hope well, but we canrioe come
- to be affured of it: No, a heart chat is truly gracious and
would be loth thar fhould be trfue for a thoufand
worlds, they wotld noc lofe their parcs in the blefling of
that, if God' would make them Kings or Queens ot the
earth. But thou haft an earthlie droflie heart, and doeft
not much look after affurance for matter of thy fouland e-
ternal éftate, ‘thou wilc venture thofe macters and put them
upona peradventure; but whenic comes to the macters of
the earch-chere thou wilc make all fure, and go from this -
Lawyer to another Lawyer to ask council,and tofee whether
the chings are good, and will inrolé chem 5 and if chere
can beauy thm%, one tomake more fure ( ific be any great
fum upoo which jour eftates He’) you-will do k. Iap-
pealto you, If you could but hear ofany of your Neigh=
rs what they had done to  make fuch a thing ‘more cex~
fain thai you have done‘;&ol_t;x ‘would' fearce be at seftall -
‘ yo
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" you had done fo as. they have done: is itfoin matters of
our eternal eftate?  do not yeu hear of many Saints of
6od that walk comfortably in the midft of all affliGtions ..
upon cheaflurance of Gods love ? you fhall have fome will
beable to fay, 1, and it’s chis Scriprure 1build upon, and -
through Gods mercie fuch and. fueh hath the. work of God
heen upon my foul in revealing himfelf to me, and Yucha
promiie [ have fucdk’r abundarce of howe from. . Eut now.
generally, come to people upon their fick beds, all chac
they fay isthis, They hopcin Gods mercie.  But for the
ground of cheir hope, “For (hewing how God bath been
pleated to bring their hearts and the word cogether, apd -
* what real effectsthere hach been upon their. {piits by che -
word, thacthey can thew nothingof: ) thou haft not there= .
foregot thac aflurance for thy foul and eternal eftate ase-
thers have got,, and yer thou canft go on quietly, Oh{ i¢
concerns chee that arc (o bufie in making all fure for thy
autward eftate, to {pend more thoughts and care in the -
matrersof thy foul and eternal eftace than ever thou haft-
done, here’san earthly-minded. man chat canbe contented 1
with flight aflurance forthe macters of his foul, and faris-- .
figd with no kind of aflurance in the macters of the world,
buc wloul,d fain make thofe things moreand more fure cons
tinually.

4. Conw: Further, An earthly-minded man may be cons
vincd of his earchlinefle in this, He s content with a little de-
gree of SanGificationbut for the matters of the world,fill be
wouid f ain bave more and moré. He looks at thofe that are

~ the moit eminent that areinhis rank, and he would faia
g:tup as h.igh as they inche things of this life, but in mat- .
ters o Religion he -looks ac the loweft Chriftians, and is
tontent to beas low as:they s take an earthly-minded man |
" thdtas ot fucha rrade, if chere be any of his profeffion oc
calling thac had as lictle to. begin as he, and - rhrives becter,
he.wou.d fain gecupas high as he, andis croubled that.
‘hess not {o vich as he is5. chusitis in che world. Bug -
.. ugw;_ take themin macers of God, . there’s fuch men thag, -

f bﬂgg!.i
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“began fince you begin, and had as litcle means for che
good of theur fouls as you have had, they are -thriven and
‘beyond you abundanely in the matcers of ‘God, and
ﬁ(:ch this trouble you ? and are your thoughes folicitous a~
bourthist Oh! thas I c{%ﬂjatcam to that degree of grace
asfuch a one hath gor, fuch an one hath a fpiritual mmn
and full of the joy ot theholy Ghott, and full of faich, he
is able to depend upon God in the want of all outward
comforesyand certainly injoyes much communion with
God ; buc am far beneath fuch and fuch : do chefe choughts
troubleyou? it isordinary for earthly fpirics, if they look
Bur at any one that makes proieflion of Rligion that is low
i his profeflion, 1didasiuch aonedoth; and I have as
much as chey have, archat facisfies them, they look upon
the meaneft Chriftans, andare fatisfied that they are like
themy bux for th® macters of the world they look upon the
higheft, and are noc fatisfied except they come and atcain to
what chey attainto @ and chat’s a fourth Evidence.

5. Conw.' Thena Fift is this, Earthly-minded men are ,
wvery wife in the matters of the world, bict in masters thar are
firitual therethey a-e wery weak_and Simple. You hava
many men, (which [ have wondred at fomcimes to fee ) that
in macrers concerning Religion there they are very sguerang,
if they do tut ipeik 10 pomnes of fiving kuowledge they
fpeake ike chi.dien, 1o that one would wonder where theri
‘under(tandings wete; now turn fuch men to the maccers
of the*world, Oh! how wiie are they in therr generacion,
Oh | hew iubtil, and cratey are they, ‘they can fee an obe .
jection there, and know hov €6 ani wer ic, they can.difcerp
any‘thing that will lec chem in theic &toﬁ:, many miles off,
and can prevent whereas others cann 5 but now in thote
things ¢chac huder- their fouls, tiiey cabnot forefee things
there, they arewite i chejr generation, and they have me=
moxies tor the matcefs of the world, théy can underftand
things, and remember chings, " anfl they canmedicate chere,
but puc them to meditate on a point of Religion, they are
ptd?e:dyam ftand-: Let mie dppeal to you, do not your

S : L 2 , confcieices
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confciences tell you, thac in the marters of the worldl
when you are walking from hence to London; you can run
in your thoughts upon one bufineflé all the way chac you
walk, you can ploc this, and contrive the other way, and

forefee this and the other objetion, and: anfwer it :

thus in your own thoughts; buc I dobut put this to

you, when you walk. over che fields, fetcle buc upon one:
medirtation concerning Chnift, and fee whether you are a-~.

" bletodraw out that meditation the while you walk over

one field, whereas: you can {pin ouc an earthly medication.
if ic were divers miles 3 when you awake in che night feafon
prefently yourcthoughts are upon the things of the world,,

and; you can draw them out, and work chere underftans

dingly 5 but now in the things of god, Oh! how bar-.
ren, and fimple, and weak are you chere f thers’s fcarce a-
ny one-can over-reach you.in the chings of the world, bur
in. the macters of Religion you are over-reach’ prefently,,
every flight tempzation overcomes you there, ’ \

6. Conv. - And beiides, youmay know it by the difcousfe

and words of men; 1 Fobn, 4. 5. They.are of the world; -

therefere [peake they of the world, and the world beareth-
them: Theic breath iseatthly, Oh ! it an ill fign that (you
ufe o {ay of your friends fometimes) when you come to r}:ein
bedfide, Oh! Iamafraid they will die ctheir breath fmels.
{o earthly, it’s a fimpcome of the deach of the bodie : $o-
your hearts: do.fmel fo earchly, and it were fomwhat to--
lerable if ic were on-other daies when your callings re-
quires ic todifcourfe of bufineffe, but even thac time that

- &od hath fer apare for himfelf; you are fomecimes difcour-

fing in your thoughts concerning the bufinefles of the:
world when yoi arepraying, and hearing: whereas the-
communication and: difcourfes of men thould relifh of-
what they have heard.out of the word, not prefently to go

and ralk about fome earthly exchange- occurrances,. and fo..
loofeall;. Oh! it this that hath loft many precious. tx

it may be when you have been hearing, God hath darted in.
dnme beam of Gofpel-light into.yous fouls, and you. m
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Toft it before you have got home, and {o have come to loote
the impreflion of the truth thac. you have heard, Oh ! what
afeemly ching were i€ in thofe that come to hear the word.
when they deparc thae there thould bene difcourfe bue
tending thar way? Oh!how often are you in company:
- and mever leave any thing to refrefh one anothers fpirits,
.or to furcher one another inthe way to erernal life; though
God gives you allowanceto {peak about your bufinefs, yet:
ftill if you be {piritual and heavenly, he would have you:
to have fomthing about heaven or eternal life before you.
dodepart. ~ : ' \
2.-Conv. A furcher Covincement iscthis, when Spiri--
tual things muft giveway to Earthlynefl upon every little:
bufinef: Prayer muft pay for ir, if L have any bufinels,} will
take ic out of the cime of Prayer, or converfe in the Word che-
Jefs, or heareche leffe ; when, as1fay, that eacthly things are-
fo high as fpiritual things muft give way, Heaven muft ftand.
by (as it were) til earch be ferved ; thisisan evil fignof an.
" earthly {piric: whereas were the fpirit Heavenly, the very
“firft ching chat thou wouldeft do when thou awakeftin the:
morning, or arifeft, fhoyld be to feafon thy heart with fom=-
thing thac were fpiricual : in BYal 130. 17: How precious:
alfo are thy thoughts untome O God 2 Howo gredt is the fum »
of them 2 if I count them they are more in number than the
fand: when I awake L am flill with thee. Oh! chac were an.
argument ofa {piritual mind, thac upon the awaking pre-.
fencly cobe with God: when Iawake I am ftill wich rﬂe&.
" But now, Lappeal co you, whoare you withal when you a--
wake? Can you fay,Lord,when Iawake I am ftil with chee, ,

~ Efind an inclination in my {piric tobe wpon the matters of :
- Heaven, and,when I am up,l had rather my worldly bufinefs:

fhould give way than {pirieual ducies. . .
8, Conv. W ben a man or woman cares not much bow it iss
with the Church, with the ‘Kingdom of Fefus Chritft, fo it be -
“woell with thent in the maters o}g the world: whenas chere are :
chings ftiring abroad in the world(for we live in ftiring times :
“wherein God isthaking the Heavensand the Eacth: ), no:; r

2
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he doth not much enquire how thirgsare in refpect of che
- Priviledges of che Sawcs, the Ark of the Church, fo/ his
Cabbinbe fafe.  Truly, there need noother cthing bue the
- examining of your hearcs, how they have been thefe laft
years of Facobs troubles. We find El1 in the time of war
~he fat trembling, becaufe of the Arkof God; he did not ‘
- fit crembling becaufe chat if the Philiftins did prevaile he
_ fhould be put out of his place, and his eftate taken away;
“no, but becaufe of the Ark of God; that was an argumenc
of the fpiritualnefle of Eli’s mind, and fo ic. may be an ar-
-gument of very greac comfort to you in thefe dangerous
-times; 1f our coniciences tell us shis, that God thac
knowes all things, knowes -thac the great ching 'my ‘
-heart was folicitous about in chefe evill -dayes, 1c
" was, Whbat fball become of thy great Name ? Lord,
what fhall become of Relgion: “what fhall become of thy
-Gofpel ? Lord chefe were the things that tooke up my heart,
- not {o much what fhould-become of my eftate and ourward
accommadations and relations in this world: Oh{ exa« {
“mine your hearts in this, Whetber the care of your fpirits -
“be moresfor the turtherance of the Kingdoni of Jefus Chrift
- ot for che furtherance of your Eftates? bur for thac man or
ewoman that is- moft folicicous about bufinefle chat con-
- cerns their ourward cftares,and do not much .care how, Re-
ligion goes, how the way of the Kingdom of Chrift is
maintain’d, God at this time doth fpeak to that foul; Thou
.arcan Egrchly-minded man or woman, and theretore take
‘heed left what hach been fpoken concerning the great evil
-that there is in Earchly-mindeduefle, leaft it befals thee,and
“efpecially the laft of all, Whofeend ss defiruétion, who art
‘drown’d in perdition ; left herealter this be the thing that
thou fhalc lie crying out of, and curfing thy felf tor, Oh !
Thadabafe and easchly hearr, and foughe the chings ofche |
earth, and made my portion there, and in the mean time
the blefled God hath been forfaken ;- and I have loft my ‘
Portion in the Holy Land, forI had my-portion in Egips
-among the ‘Bgiptianys according as 1 did choole to my lélr‘.
90 0)31)-
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9. Conv. That the more fpiritual any truth is that is -
reveal’d, the lef dotb ittake with bis heart: Some truths of
Religion perhaps he is mcved wich, buc as thefe are by-words
to him; he minds them not acall.  The more fpiritualan Or-
dinance is that is delvered, the lefle is his fpiric moved with, .
it; ifindeed-he comesto the Word and therete mingled

-fome earthly natural excellencie; ( forfo I may callit) as -
. natural parts, wiidom, wit, and eloguence, and learning, -
that he 1s mov’d withal, it may be fome fine ftory ismore -
pleafingto him, than the goodly pearls of truch that are -
revealed in the word ; . asuow, fuch truths as thefe, . The. -
enjoyment of communion with God,: the -longing after .
Jefus. Chrifts coming;  thedwving by faich upon abare pro- -
mife, the excellencie: chat there is in fuffering for Jefus .
Chruft: Thefe truths now are (pirftual, The mortitying -
of the inward lufts, . Self denial, Thete things are lictle
favored by an. earthly-minded man ; - Tell him of the privi-
Jedges of the Saints, the-myfteries ofthe Gofpel, any ching
thac is fpiricual ic isbuc.as a notion'to him; As.’tis with
men that are upon theearth, - ‘they look upto Heavenand .
fee the things of Heavenbuc lictle; why isicchac che Scars .
-feem fo{mal co us here; but becaufe we are upon the earth, |
the earth {eems a vaft bodie to us, but the Scars feém bus: lite
" tle ro us though they are far bi%;; than the earth :- were we -

in;Heaven, then the heavenly

ies would feemvaftto us, .

and. the earthly bodies would fcarce be difcerned by us3 |
were mens _hearts heavenly, all the things of the earth .
would feem litcle to them;  bue becaule they are earthly, |
thetefore the things of heaven, and fpiritual myfteries are .

o very (mall wtheir eyes.

<
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CHAP. 1V. .
Sewzn Rea/ons of mens Earthly- mindednefs.

I'Shall now proceed unto the Reafons of the Point, Why is

it that mens bearts are [o much fet upon the earth, to mind

-eartbly things. 1 give you briefly thefe Reafons for i,

Fuft, T be things of the earth appear real to them, but fpi~
ritual and beavenly things be but anotion : Now thac thac

‘hath reality in ic, takes with the hearc moft; though men

are deceived in this, for the Scripcure {peaks of {piritual
things as che only real Mings, and earchly things as thac thac
hath nobeing atal ; in‘QProv. 23. 15. Wilt thou fet thine eyes
wpon that wgicb # not,@leaking of the riches of the world )ic
JpBuc in the 8. Prov. 20. 21. 1lead

in the way of righteou g sin the midft of the paths of Fud

ment: That I maycael thofe that love meto inberit f2b-
ftance; to inherit that &xhWh is,char which hach a being,other
B things they.gre not, the honots of the earth are
“A&s, 33 35. by a fantalie and vain thew ; you have read of
Lere DONE Bernice and Agrippa, they came with much
<. . . . .
Pomp,with great Fanfie,fo the original is : buc
toan earchly man chele earthly chings are real things, and

‘therefore he minds them : and wifdom 1s a lye untoa fool.

Secondly, Thefe things they look upon as the prefent
neceflary things, though che Scripcure tells'us but of one
thing that # neceflary, but yet they think chat thete are pre-
fent now, they may have need of heavenly things hereafter

‘They may have need of reconciliation with God, pardon

of fin, peace of conicience, and fuch chings, they may

‘have need of chem, that is, when they depart out of this

hfe.. Oh! che infinite folly of moft hearts, to think thac

there is no prefent neceflicy of fpiritual and heavenly

things, whereas indeed, our life confifts in them for the
p _

prefent,

N
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prefent, This s etrnal life - wemay come here in this world
toenjoy eternal hife ; bucthe generality of people they look

65

upon all fpiricual things -only as our good for the future,

when we go from hence and are feen no more.

- Thicdly, Thefe things are moft futable to mens bearts. I’

" nowonder that they mind ‘earthly things 5 Theyare ofthe

Terrefilii earth, and from the earth, they have nothing bue
errafilii. e ficft Adamin them ; now the firft man was

from the ear:hearthly. The truth is, the happinefs ofmans .- -

eftate even in innocency. in the morning of the day of his crea-
tion in compatilon of the chin%: that ace now reveal’d by-the
Golpel, was buc earhly : take manwhen he was in Para~
dice, that Paradice was bucearthly: but chentake man in
his fallen and corrupt eftate then he muft needsbe earthly,
ard every thing clofes with that that is futableto ic: com=
fort, it doth not come fo much from the goodriefs ofa thing .
. buc from the futablenels of the obje¢t with che faculcie,
‘Now the things of the earth, they arg fucable to meén_thac

are of the earth, and therefore they mind them : che hearc

Will abundantly run out upon that which isfutableto ic.
.- Fourthly, Thefe chings of the earth have a very faic

~ fhew in the flefh, they have a kind of goodly appearance

inthe eye of fence, yea, and in che eye of that reafon thag
is now corrupted by fin 5 we have a moft elegant exprefli~
on of thefe earthly things, and eacchly-minded men ha-
ving their hearts fet upon thefe things, 1tis in thes. tothe
 Gab 12. verle, As many s -defive to make a fair fbev in

theflefb faith the Scripture, the words are to fighifie whena
rran Jooks fmug and neat, asyou fhall'have fome men drefle
themfelves curioufly,and having handfonze, bodieschey look
fotrim, fine, handfome and very brave to the eye:efall

thac do behould cher

Sofaith he, thefe men thacare tie .

" falfe teachers, -they defier to makea faic thew inthe flefh,

thae is, they look upon the things of the flefh as thete

things thic arevery braveto the eye, and they kove tohave

all chings fo -compleat abouc chem, thac they may look

{mug; and catty chemfelves ﬁvith fuch beauty: before dﬁ
. y - : . s WOR
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world ;Oh! this is their ‘hagpine(‘c, this they take contenc-
~ in, they feemto have fine eftates, and tohave brave cloa-= .
.thing, and all ciuious chings abouc them, . this looks fo brave
inthe eyes of the world, and therefore it is that theic heavts -
are upon them, they are here eneiniesto the Crofle of Chrift,
they chink tuffering for Chrift, poeverty, digrace Jooks buc
.untowardly.. Butnow, thole that defireto mak a fair thew-
Anthe tlefh, that would have their cotrutenances well wuth’d,
fair, and beautiful werefoever they come, and be as {fonibody.
in the woald, thefe do thus and chus, thefe foifake che
rruchs of God, and- feek to.provide for themfelves in che
thengsof the flefh. . L
.- Fitthly, Men nacurally never knew better things than .
the things of the earth : and therefore no marvell. though -
-chey mind earthly things fomuch: Children thatare bora
in a dungeon.and- never knew any-better place, they can.
playup and down in che dungeon : Soitis with.mea that
never knew what the things of heavcii-and eternal life meant, .
they canmind earthly. chings betterthan thofe: but when
once the: Lord opens the eyes of their. underftandings to fee |
into the reality, excelency, and glory of fpiritual things, .
:they then wonder at their former blinduefs in minding fuch
poor, low, mean foolith rattles, as the thingsof the earth .
. are. S .

- Sixtly, Thereare-earthly principles continually diopt into -
-menby converfe with other men that aremen of the earth: .
49. Pfal. 11.aud 1 3. Their inward thou:gbts is, that their
boufes [ball continuefor eversand their dwelling placeto all:
generations,they call their lands after their ovon names.
T heir heartsare fec upon thefethings, then in che13.verfe, .
L bis their way 35 thew folly,yet their poflerity aprove. their |

fayings: They are-aplauded by men,they fee chat every body
.do applaud chem.in thefe. waies, and when they converfeone.-
|

wirh another, they doconverieabout che things of the earth,
and the common example of men, they fee every.body fol-
lowing che things of theearth,and are greedy after thefe toyes, .
and t)ﬁat likewife doch incline thewminds to the things of.
the eagth,. - - Lattly, .
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Laftly, -The fenfible experience they have had of th:
fweetneffe thac there is in the things of the earth: Thisis
that that takes off cheir minds from fpiritual . chings, and
makes themto mind che things of the earth. :

Buc though thefe be the reafons why men do thus mind
the things of the earth, andan earthly-minded man blefles
himfelf in his way, and thinks he hath good reafon_ for:
- what hedoth, and thinks allmen fools that do not ggovell
- in' the ground like a mole with himfelf, and looks upon.
the mateer of Religion but as meer words and ealk, lec
themdo what they will, 1find contentment here : yetcers
tainly ac lengeh ic will prove folly, chis their way, as the
holy Ghoft 1aichi inthe 49.Pfal. Thistheir wayit. 15 busp
their folly, and in the end the wifemen of the earth,thofe that
have {ought the things of the earth, and bleffe chemfelves.
in their way, they will prove to be the greateft fools, che
holy Ghofts accountsthemfo: Inthe17. of Fere. 1 1. verfe,
As the Partridg fitteth on egges and batcheth them not,fo be
thas getteth riches andnot byright, fball leave them inthe
med[t of bis daies and at bis end foall be afool. He applaud
himfelt forthe prefent in what he hath got, bucat theend
he fhall bea fool.

" CHAP. V. o

Y OW the main ching thac is fill behind in cie
Point, It ischerefore to endeavour ortake offthe
minds of men and women from the things of this

~—

- . earth, thatfoby it I may make preparacion tothe

next Point, which is of Infinice concernement, The Convers
fations in Heaven, . But becaufe their converfations cannog
be in Heaven till cheir minds be taken off from the earth,
cin.thi&iifcafe of Eart:‘liy-mgndedneﬁi beeur’d; checefore
- 'we muftnow propound cthofe cthingsthac may help to ,
off the minds of men from theearch%s o :_y p tocake
HE ‘M2 : B en
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Eleven Confideration: to take off mens bearts fram.
Eartly-mindednefs. ,

Firft, Genfider this, That allthe things of the earth that .
thy mindand beart isupon, if thou couldeft poffefi them all
astbine ovon, yet there is not fo much good in them as to coun-
tervail the evil of the leaft fin not of the leaft fin of thought 5
thy beart i mudlingupon the things of the earth, and thinks
efi that thowu fhouldeft be bleft if thou badft thus and thus as =

* atbers bave. Let metell thee, ifthou hattbuc one finful:
thought,there is more evil in-that than there’s good inall chat-
ever thou fhalc getall the daysof thy life in the world 3 and.

- if chis be fo, that there is more evil in the leaft fin than
there is good inall the things of theearth, it concernes thee
rather to have thy mind how toavoid fin, orhow togerthe
evil of fin tobe remov®d, and how to get thy fin tobe morti-
fied, that concerns thee more thanthe mindingand plodding
about the things of the earth : chat’s oneconfidegatton.

A Second Confideration..

A fecond is this, that may take off the hearts of men from:
_she things of the earth,Thas thechief things that areintbe-
" earth yea, name whbat terrene excellency po|jibly a man may.
ke crowned with under Heaven, bath beentbe portion of
®Reprobates beretofore,and into this day ,and [ball be the por
tion of multitudes whom God bateand bathfet apart to-
glorifie bis infinite Fufticeupon eternally, Shall thy mind.
and heart be fet upon fuch chings as are the portion of Repro-
paces? wilia RE‘*““ portion content thee ? ‘will icferve-
phee ? arc chou fatisfied with dogs meac? If ic will not.con=-
genc thee, why is it that thy mind isfo much upon the things:
_ofthe earth? Icnybe thouthatait poerand meanin the |
‘woald ; thy mind isupon fome litccle macter : choucanftne-, !
ter expect to have any great chings in the world, and yet thou. |
chem s if chac there wexe thy paggion, anddhyhap~

.-

1
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pinefsfome {mal pittance to furnifh thy houfe,to provide for
thy felf and thy poor family; Oh friend!if it were poflible for
thee to getthe Empire of the whol worldunder thy foot, -
yet thou thouldeft get no morethan hathbeen the portion
of fuchas God hath hated 5 and if fo be that Kingdoms and
- Empires have beerr-the portion of Keprobates, why doefk
* thon mind things that are lower abundantly, and let the
. ftrength of thing heart flow our upon fuch chings as thefe:
are? : : : ,

A Third Confideration

~ Athird confideration isthis, Surely God bath made man
for bigher things thantbe things of this eartb; Oh! ifthou. .
hadft buc cthy thoughts often working this way, Where- -
fore doIthink in my concience hath Ged madethe Chile
dren of men, for what end? why hathhe ferit them hicher
#nco the world? Of all che creatures chat God hath here
upon che earth, he hath none capable to-know him the in<
finite Ficft being ofall things butonly the childrenof men,
and God hath given them fuch a nature asis capable.of fome
converfe with.him, {urely then there be other things - chac-
' ' God made man for than to have meat, and drink, andcde~
athes,.and here -to live a while only to enjoy creatures..
Do not we reade. often, That Jefus Chrift was God: and.
Man, took mans- nature upon him, and died for man?
Surely there muft: be fome other manner of things that are-
the fruie of che purchafe ot the blood of Chrift than the
things of the earth ; Oh my brecheren! had you but this
{etled upon you, thac certainly God hath great, glorious,.
high, "and wonderful thoughts about man-kind, this
would bea mighty means to takeoff your hears fromthe
things of chis earth, when thou haft chy heart grovelling
here: Ohbuc arethefe the things'that God madewman for ?
had not God higher thoughts in making of the Chddren:
ofmen? do not Ifind in chie word chat whenman was made -
there wasakind of Divine confulation with the Trinicy,.
g : - Gom,,

~
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Coine, ket Vs makz manaccording to our Image? God had
~ other thoughts of man chan of ocher things. And ifman
were made for nothing elfe buc meetly to digin the eatth,
Certainly, the thoughts of God about manhave been buc
very lowand mean (as I may fo fpeak wich holy reverence )

for thefe are bue low and mean things hece that men enjoy in
- the.earth. . . C

The Fourth Confideration. -
As God hath higher thoughts concerningman ; fo the dig-

nity of mans Nature,ibe rational foul of man #s of toobigha

birth for to bavetbe firength of it fpent about the things of
theearth, God breathed into man hisfoul : It’s (I may fay)
akind of a Divinefpark, the foul of man itis of the fame na-
ture wich Angels, afpiritasangels are: the choughtsof che
mind, the Faculties and Powers of the foul are more pre-

cious things than to be poured out as water upon the”

ground. Ifa man havea. Golden Mill, he would mot ufe
.1tonly togrind diet, ftraws,and rocten fticks in, Themind
of man, the thinking faculty isteo high tohe exercifed in:
the things of this earth 3 themind of man it is of a moft ex~
-cellent capacious Narure: ic is fic co converfe, not only
with Angels, but with the ecernall God Himfelt, with Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Ghoft ; andto beftow the ftrength of
fucha faculty that God hath puc into the foul of manup-~
‘onfuchdirty, droflie, low, bafe, mean chings, asearchly-
minded men and women do beftow it upon, this muft needs
‘beagreatevil. Know,thedignity of your Nature, the ex-
| cellencie of your Mind, the Soul of man it is of a tranfcen-
{dent being, ~ Put all the world into the Ballance with ic,
isnothing.  Therefore you know what Chrift faith, Whas
fball it profis aman,to gain the whol world,and lofe bis foul2
The foul of the meaneft gally-flave is more precious than

‘Heaven and Earth, Sun, Moon, Stars, andall the hoft of

_them: Letme add then, all the Silver and Golden mines

~under ground; and.all che unfearchable Riches of the g::a;

. i o cnnsdih
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and wideSea, yea puralchefe togeather ; and che Soul of
the mo't contempuible begpar that cries for acraft of bread
acthy door,is unexpreflibly more worch chanall chefe: Now,
‘if mans foul be of fuch an high-born Nature, if God hath put

fuch afpinc which.isa (park of Heaveninto the bafom of .

man, for him to imploy 1tinno other uleand tervice, but

meer ly to be an earth-worm to creep 1n and upon the ground:. .

- thismuft needs be a very great evil.

The fifth Confideration;:

—

Thefifth Confjderation is, Tbe Vncertainty of all tbefel‘ |

tbings,Uncertain Riches. How may any Caufualicy come -

and take away from thee all che thingsof the earch thac thy

mind is upon? God. fends buta liccle too much heac into .

the body, .and puts thee.into a feaver, and wher’sthy de-

. lightthen?"thy bodybeing eithertoo much heated,- or too -

‘much coold, what’s become of all thy comfort here in this . -

earch? Thou goeft abroad, and ar¢ dangetoufly wounded .
by an enemy, whac refrfhing then daeft choy receive from .
all chefethings? Let metel thee, thoudre inthe midit of -

. athoufand thoufand Cafualities here, every moment ready
o take away-all the Comforts of the earth, and ufuaily
at thac cime  obferve it ) when the minds of men and wo-

men are moft fixed upan the earch,. thar’s the time thacGod:.
hathto firikethem inthofe things, they bethen neereft to -

be deprivd of the Comforis of the earch,. when. theip.

thoughts and. minds be moft et upon them. - As you know -

- .

fing himfelf, and cryingiohis foul, Soul Soul, take thine.
eale, thou haft goods lad up for many yeares 5 even that..
night(the text faich)this meflage came to hun, Thou foo3, this

night [hall thy foud be taken am.ay from thee.and then, by
Jbal althefe things be & Andat chac time char Nebucbizdn)e‘::{é

ger was blefling hunfelf i the pallace that he had built for Hs'.

onor, thencherecomesa meflage o him from Heaven, fo
thac he was prefencly ouced of all his. Gourt-vanities to.

graze -

€
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graze among the beafts of the field. So youmay findicin
your own experience, that- God hath many times then moft
croft you in the things-of the earth, when your minds and

" hearts have been meoft glued to them: and it may be in
_ mercy, yea, it’sagreater mercy to be croft of thefe things

at fuch atime, cthanto profper in the midft of them 3' foric
may bea good argument that God intends good toafoul,
tocrofle him at that time when he is moft earthly, Oh!
many that have beengodly indeed, buc yet-havebin earth-
ly-minded, and have found God coming ac fucha time and

croflisg them in fome earthly Contentrnent have feen caufe’

toblefle God for thusdealing with them. Whither was!I

. going? I was going altogether to the earth, and minding

fuch things, my heart wasfec uponthem, and God came
in,in a fealonable time, tofhew me chevanity of my hearr,
and of thofe things thac my mind was bufied abouc; Oh i
was a happy crofle that I had at fuch a feafon, there was
much of Chrift thar did hanguponic. And that’s che fift

‘Gonfideration.

The fixth Confideration. »
Do bur confider what’s become of chofe that have been

- earthly heretofore, thatinjoyed the greareft accomodations

of the earth, what’ become of thofe menin former ages of
the world, that lived here, and vapour®d {o much in cheéic
generarion, who but they ac Courc and in Citie, 'and had
al che earth according to their defires? what’s be come of
AgrippaandBernice with-al their pagentry gréacnefs? now
they have abed. their parts and are gone off te common

" ftage of the world, allcheir vanity is buried wich them in

.were foralitcle time, and flourifhed in the thirgs of che’

one grave. What difference is their betiyéen the poor and
tich whenthey die? they go allthe fame way ; only-they

earth, and now are gone; bur have left a gredc deal of guis

. tinefs behind them ;- look but to theit example, and whac’s

become of them? and confider thy cafe muftbe ascheit’s
s T ' within
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