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SERMONS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS.

SERMON L
THE TRUE SOLDIER’S CONVOY.

A SERMON PREACHED MaAy 16, 1640, vpoN A PrRAYER DAY FOR THE
PRINCE’S GOOD SUCCESS IN GOING ‘FORTH TO WAR.

¢ Thou hast broken Rakab in pieces as one that is slain; thow hast scattered
thine enemies with thy strong arm.”—Psalm lxxxviii, 10.

PREFACE.

To TrE READER.—Reader, out of desire to the good of God’s people, and in
respect of these troublesome times, it was thought not altogether unfit by some
friends to print these few notes, in reading of which thou art desired not to ex-
pect much completeness of dependency or style, as not being ordered to the press
by the Author himself, but by a very weak hand; whatsoever, therefore, thou
shalt find herein profitable, that improve ; if any thing otherwise, that cover by
christian love, and the God of love be with thee. Amen.

 Rise up, O Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered.”
Nums. x. 35.

Turs chapter delivereth itself into four parts: in the first
part the author speaketh of the silver trumpets, and of the
matter and use of them; secondly, he sheweth the march of
the children of Israel under their several standards ; thirdly,
he speaketh of a conference had between Moses and Hobab,
verse 29; and, fourthly, you have Moses’ prayer: ¢ And
they departed from the mount, and the ark of the covenant
of the Lord went before them in the three days’ journey, &e.
And it came to pass when the ark set forward, that Moses
said, Rise up, O Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered.”
When they removed, still they prayed. When they set forth
with their army they used those words, ¢ Arise, O Lord, and
let thine enemies be scattered.” When they returned with
their army at the latter end of the year, or at any time, they
said, ¢ Return, O Lord, unto the many thousands of Israel.”

You have here their going forth: ¢ Arise, O Lord,” &c.
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4 TRUE SOLDIER’S CONVOY. [SER. 1.

1t is as if he had said thus: O Lord, thou hast promised thy
presence to thy people, and therefore thou hast given them
thine ark, the outward sign of thy presence; now we are to
go forth to war, and that is a dangerous work, oh, let us not
go alone, without thee, but let us have thy presence; where-
fore, ¢ Arise, O Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered.”
He doth not say thus: O Lord, we entreat thee give us good
munition or good provision, or (that whieh the world calleth
the nerves of war) give us money ; but, as if he would shew
that God’s presence is most desirable to an army, and that
God’s presence is their munition and provision, and containeth
all things, he saith, « Arise, O Lord,” &c.

These words contain something implied and something ex-
pressed. Implied, two things. 1. That God hath enemies:
that seems to be granted. 2. That God sleepeth to his ene-
mies ; therefore he saith, ¢ Arise.” These implied. Expres-
sed, three things. 1. The manner of the petition: and that
is that God would arise. 2. The effect of God’s rising: and
that is, that his enemies may be scattered. 3. The occasion
of this petition: that is, their going forth to war.

From these words, “ Then Moses said,” &c., accordingly
there are five notes or observations that I intend, God willing,
to run through at this time.

First, That God himself hath many enemies.

Secondly, As God hath enemies, so sometimes he sleepeth
to all their enmity,

Thirdly, Though God sleepeth and they work, yet there is
a time when they shall be scattered; and when God ariseth
they are scattered.

Fourthly, Our prayers awaken God.

Fifthly, When the people of the land go forth to war,
God’s people should go forth to prayer.

First, God himself hath many enemies. Let none wonder
at this, nay rather wonder that God hath any friends in the
world, it is so wicked; the Seripture is full for it: < Out of
the mouths of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength,
because of thine enemies,” Psalm viii. 2; ¢ But the wieked
shall perish, and the enemies of the Lord shall be as the fat
of lambs,” Psalm xxxvii. 20; “ Thine enemies roar,” &c. Ps.
Ixxiv. 4. Ye know the Psalm, ¢ For lo thine enemies, O
Lord ; for lo thine enemies,” xcii. 9.
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Those that are in league and covenant one with another
have common friends and common enemies. God’s children
are in covenant with God, and therefore they having enemies,
God hath enemies.

There is a special contrariety between God and the world :
¢ The flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit against
the flesh, for they are contrary,” Gal. v. 17. Take but this
one instance in this matter of contrariety to see how contrary
God and the godly are to the devil and the wicked. Let a
thing be never so bad, God and the godly will turn it to good
and God’s honour. Let a thing be never so good, the de-
vil and wicked men will turn it to had and God’s dishonour.
Now enmity being nothing eclse but enlivened contrariety,
and there being such a coutrariety between God and the
world, it cannot be but that God should have many enemies.
That which maketh a thing so is more so. If a maa loathe a
beaker or vessel because physic hath been in it, he loatheth
the physic much more; and if the world hate the godly be-
cause they are godly, then they hate God much more. Now
the godly have many enemies, and that for this reason, be-
cause they are godly, therefore God himself hath more.

Further, when two are at a great distance and neither do
yield, buckle, nor comply too or with one another, there must
needs be a great enmity. Now, saith our Saviour Christ,
“You cannot love God and mammon; you must love the one
and hate the other.” God will have no complying. And for
this reason the senate of Rome, as the historians give it,
would not acknowledge Jesus Christ to be a God: because
he is such an one, say they, as if we acknowledge him to be
God, he will not let us acknowledge other gods; other gods
will comply, and be content we shall acknowledge others also,
but for this Christ, if we acknowledge him we must acknow-
ledge none other. Now God is very incomplying in all his
ways, therefore God himself must needs have many enemies,
and very deadly. Hence we may see that it is no strange and
new thing for us that are the people of God to meet with
enemies. Why should we be discouraged though we meet
with enemies? Are we better than our Lord and Master?
Shall God himself have many enemies and shall we think to
have none? It was the complaint of a heathen man, Inimicos
habeo, 1 have enemies: his friend standing by gave him
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this answer, Sed pejus est quod amicos non habes, But that is
worse, that thou hast no friends. Though a man have many
enemies, yet if he hath some faithful friends he may comfort
himself thus: Though I have most bitter and vile enemies, yet
I have as fast and sure friends. So that here is a further argu-
ment to shore up our unbelieving hearts : God himself hath
many enerpies.

But my enemies are such as do pretend friendship ; and
truly so are God’s enemies such as do pretend love. I
pray you tell me, I put it to your own hearts, who are those
that do pretend more love to God than the breakers of the
second commandment, that do make images ; and wherefore do
theyso? Say they, We will have an image of Christ wheresoever
we be come that we may always be put in mind of Christ.
What a mighty pretence of love is here; and yet the breakers
of the second commandment are said to be haters of God.
It is not said so of the breakers of any of the other com-
mandments that they are haters ot God, but of those that
break the second commandment;  visiting the iniquity of
the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth gene-
ration of them that hate me.” So that though they pretend
the most love, yet they are the most haters.

But for my enemies, the Lord knoweth I have done them
no wrong, but good. I pray you hath not God done good
unto his enemies? God hath many enemies, but what hurt
hath God done them? Have you enemies? God hath so.
Have you many enemies? God hath so. Have you many
false enemies? God hath so. Remember this doctrine: God
himself hath many enemies.

The second observationis: As the Lord hath many enemies
so he is pleased for a time to sleep unto his enemies. He
sleepeth ; therefore it is said here, * Arise ;”” arising is opposed
to sleeping. Lord, why sleepest thou? Psalm xliv. 23. But
what is that? Not that we should understand it literally, for
so the prophet derided Baal’s priests: Cry aloud, it may be
your God sleepeth,” 1 Kings xviii. 27; but understand it meta-
phorically: a man is said to be asleep when he is so intense
about one business that he doth not regard another; that
business which he doth not meddle with he is said to be asleep
to: so, now, when God shall have many enemies, and they
shall blaspheme his name, and revile his people, and hinder

e
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his ordinances, and God shall be deaf to all their blasphemies,
revilings, and all their wickedness ; when they shall persist in
evil, and bring their wicked devices to pass, and yet God shall
be as it were blind to all their dealings; then God sleepeth
to the enmity of his enemies. Would you know the reasons ?

It may be the enemies are not yet great enough for God to
contend with. The eagle doth not hunt after flies, and a lion
doth not harness himself to battle against a poor worm. It
may be the malice of the enemy is not yet great enough, and
so is not a fit object for the great indignation of the great
God, and therefore God suffereth them to go on that it might
be a greater and a more full object to bear his indignation.

Again. Therefore God suffereth this, and seemeth to sleep
for a time, because his people are not provoked enough against
their enemies. As it was with the children of Israel that
went against Benjamin, and fell before them twice, if Israel
had overcome them the first time, they would not have been
so provoked against them to have cut them all off as they
were; but being beaten by them twice, thereby they were
provoked to their destruction. So God suffereth his enemies
to prevail, and sleepeth to the case of his people for a time,
because the hearts of his people are not stirred enough
against their enemies to cut them off fully; when that is
done, then God awaketh.

Again, sometimes God sleepeth because his people sleep
to him, and say, Arise, to something else. They sleep to
him. It was the speech of an emperor when he was in
prison, Oh, said he, when I was in my palace, I hoped so
much in men, that I neglected trusting in God; but now I
am in prison, I may hope less in men, and trust more in God.
So it may be there is a time, when God’s people do fall
asleep to God ; hope too much in men, and not enough in
God. Now, saith the prophet, ¢ Woe to him that saith to
the stone, Arise,” Hab. xi. 19. Shall God arise to his peo-
ple, when they say to the stone, Arise? Shall God arise for
his people, when they sit down and arise not up themselves ?
Brethren, faith is prayer in the coals, and prayer is faith in
the flame; now it may be men’s faith doth not burn out
enough, it burneth dark; they pray, but are not hot in
prayer ; they live, but they do not live out of themselves in
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God enough. Wherefore that God may awaken his people,
he sleepeth himself.

Sometimes it is for this end; because the pit of his ene-
mies is not yet digged. Consider that Psalm xciv. 12, 13,
¢« Blessed is the man whom thou chastenest, O Lord, and
teachest him out of thy law; that thou mayest give him rest
from the days of adversity, until the pit be digged for the
wicked.” There is a time when the pit of the wicked is dig-
ging, and all that time God’s people may be in suftering.
God suffereth the wicked to run away with the bait, and doth
not yet draw them, because they are not full on the hook;
but when they have swallowed the hook, then he will draw
them.

Hence we may see what the reason is many times, why
there is so much evil in the churches, and why the enemies
prevail so much, so long. God is the strength of the
churches, and our strength sleepeth sometimes upon all the
afflictions of the churches. We are apt to be much dis-
couraged, like the disciples, who whilst our Saviour was in
the storm asleep, they came running in all haste to him, say-
ing, ¢ Carest thou not that we perish ?” So it is many times
when a storm ariseth upon the church, God seemeth to sleep,
and we run in haste to God, and are apt to charge God,
Lord, carest thou not that we perish? But, peace, peace, he
sleepeth only, he will awake shortly, you shall see it, and
they shall feel it. For,

The third point tells us, that though God seem to sleep,
and his enemies prevail ; yet there is a time when they shall
be scattered, and when God ariseth they are scattered. There
are two parts in this doctrine, I will handle them severally.

1. Though the enemies of the Lord do prevail, and God
seemeth to sleep; yet there is a time when they shall be
scattered. In that Psalm lxviii. 1, you have the same words
that are here ; ¢ Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered.”
In the following part of the Psalm, verse 12, it is said,
“ Kings of armies did flee apace.” In the Hebrew it is:
They fled, they fled ; fled, is twice. Why so? That is, they did
flee very hastily, and they fled most confusedly, they fled all
ways; they fled, they fled, noting the greatness of the flight.

If it were not so, how should God be honoured in the
world? God is resolved to recover his honour, his truth,
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and his justice out of the hands of the world. Saith the
Psalmist, “ He will wash his feet in the blood of the
wicked: so that a man shall say, Verily, there is a reward for
the righteous ; verily, he is a God that judgeth in the earth,”
Psalm lviii. 10. But did they not know it before, that God
ruleth in the earth? True, but men will not say all that for
God always which their hearts know, and the glut of prospe-
rity often doth quench their knowledge; but when God’s
judgments are abroad, then men shall say, (he doth not say
g0dly men, but then men shall say,) though they be but bare
men, they shall say, &c. Oh, it is a sweet time when ungodly
men shall own their own principles. And if you look into
Psalm Ixviii. 11, you shall find when the enemies of the
church are destroyed, that God hath many preachers made
that do teach his praises. Saith the psalmist, verse 12, ¢ The
Lord gave the word, great was the company of those that
published it : kings of armies did flee apace, and she that
tarried at home divided the spoil.” The words in the origi-
nal are very significant, and do note two things. First, the
word which you read company,in the Hebrew it is,army: *“great
was the army ” of preachers. An army of preachers is a
great matter; nay, it is a great matter to have seven or eight
good preachers in a great army ; but to have a whole army of
preachers, that is glorious.  Secondly, it doth note out the
heartiness of this preaching army; for the word nephesk,
soul, is to be understood as in that place of Ecclesiastes ; it
is said there, “The words or book of the preacher,” which being
in the feminine gender, doth suppose nephesh,and asif he should
say, as Vatablus hath it: The words or book of him thathath a
preaching soul or heart, or the words of a preaching soul or
heart. So here, where it is said, great is the army of preach-
ers; the word being in the feminine gender, it is as if he
should say, great is the army of preaching souls, whose very
hearts within them shall preach of the Lord’s works. Now,
my brethren, it is much to have a preaching army; but if
this army shall with heart and soul preach of God’s praise,
oh, that is a blessed thing. Yet thus shall it be, when the
enemies of God shall be destroyed. And therefore, seeing
God will not lose all those sermons of his own praises, in
due time the enemies of the church shall be scattered.

Again, all the plots and projects of God’s enemies lie
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under a curse. Now the curse scattereth, and the blessing
gathereth. When God blessed, then the people were gath-
ered; when God curseth, then they are scattered. You
know when Jacob was to bless his children, instead of bles-
sing Levi, he seemeth to pronounce a curse upon them, that
they should be scattered in Israel. Gen. xlix. 7. Surely it is
a part of the curse to be scattered, and the enemies of God
and his people are always under the curse; and, as a learned,
holy divine of your own hath it, They are never prayed for.
But look, as it is with some grass that groweth on the house-
top, though it be higher than that which grows in the field,
yet no man prays for it, and no man saith, The Lord bless
it. But the grass and corn that grows in the field, the men
that come by, say, There is a good crop of corn, the Lord
blessit. So, though wicked men and the enemies of the church,
do perk up higher than the rest, yet they are never under
prayer, but always under the curse, and therefore no wonder
though they be scattered.

God will lay men’s ways upon their own heads: the fish
shall be boiled in the water it lived in, and men destroyed by
the same way they walked in. Therefore in Psalm lix., you
shall see how sin is answered with the like punishment. The
psalmist speaking concerning his enemies, ver. 6, 7, * They
return at evening, tbey make a noise like a dog, and go round
about the city. Behold they belch out with their mouth,
swords are in their lips.” That is, they revile, they jeer and
scorn at the godly: there is their sin. Now look into the
latter end of the Psalm, at ver. 14, you shall see their an-
swerable punishment: “ And at evening they shall return,
and make a noise like a dog, and go about the city ; let them
wander up and down for meat, and grudge if they be not
satisfied.” As they went about the city, barking and making
a noise like dogs, so shall they go about the city howling like
dogs : thus God will answer men in their own kind. Was not
Adonibezek punished in his own kind, Judg. i. 7 ; Egypt in its
own kind; and the Jews of old in their own kind? Thisis God’s
method still; and therefore if you compare Rev. viii. and ix.
with Rev. xvi,; you shall see that the trumpets and the vials
are alike, and some take them to be all one ; but the trumpets
note out the time when the sins are committed, and the vials
the time when the punishments are inflicted. But the evils
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mentioned in both are much alike, because God proportioneth
men’s punishment to their own sins. Now the enemies of
the church have scattered themselves up and down to do
mischief. How are the Jesuits and the locusts of our time,
scattered up and down in all places! They have scattered
God’s people, and they scatter their own sins wheresoever
they be come. Therefore there must come a scattering time
for themselves also, for that is equal.

You will say, Do we not see the contrary? Our eyes are
witnesses of the contrary. We see the people of God are
scattered, but we do not see the enemies are scattered.

It is true God’s people are scattered, and truly it is the
remainder of the curse upon them, for which we are to be
humbled. Though God provides a place for us in the world,
yet certainly it is some part of the curse, to have our names
changed from Israel to Jezreel. This is God’s way, that what
evil he doth afterward bring upon his enemies, he doth many
times first bring it upon his own friends, by his and their
enemies. He first sleepeth to them, then he awaketh for
them. But to answer: God’s people are often scattered;
but though they be scattered, yet there is much difference
between their and the world’s scattering. The scattering of
God’s children is turned into a blessing to them ; the scattering
of his enemies is a curse, and so it endeth. A plain instance
for it you have in Levi: saith Jacob, *“ Let them be divided
in Jacob, and scattered in Israel,” Gen. xxix. 7. yet that proved
a great blessing, for the tribe of Levi being scattered among
all the tribes, by that means all the tribes had preachers. So
now it is in the scattering of the saints, though they be scat-
tered into divers places, yet they are made thereby a blessing
to many countries; hereby they carry truths into other
places ; hereby they are cleansed from their own filthiness;
hereby they learn to walk more humbly ; hereby they learn
to die daily to the world and outward comforts ; hereby they
are weaned from their friends and all natural engagements ;
hereby they are made more conformable to Jesus Christ, who
was a stranger upon earth; hereby they meet with many
experiences ; hereby they see many promises fulfilled ; hereby
they enjoy the ordinances of God in a purer manner than
before; so that all their scatterings are blessings to them.

Though the people of God be scattered, yet they are gathered
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again, for ¢ great shall be the day of Jezreel,” Hosea i. 11.
Yet more fully, Jer. xxiii. 2, 3, 4 : “ Therefore thus saith the
Lord God of Israel, against the pastors that feed my people:
Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have
not visited them : behold, I will visit upon you the evil of
your doing, saith the Lord, and I will gather the remmant of
my flock out of all countries whither I have driven them, and
will bring them again to their folds, and they shall be
fruitful and increase, and I will set up shepherds over them,
which shall feed them ; and they shall fear no more, nor be
dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the Lord.” Yea,
they are therefore scattered, that they may be better gathered.
Ezek. xxxiv. 11, 17 ; * Thus saith the Lord God, behold 1,
even I will both search my sheep and seek them out, as a
shepherd seeketh out his flock, in the day that he is among
his sheep that are scattered. Thus saith the Lord God, be-
hold T judge between cattle and cattle, between the rams and
the he-goats.” Before their scattering the goats were min-
gled with the flock; upon their gathering, the goats were
separated. A good garment may be ripped into pieces that
it may be better sewed. Good is that speech of Augustine:
He that killeth, considereth not how he slasheth and rend-
eth ; but he that cutteth to cure, considereth how he cutteth.*
Or thus, suppose a man be to cut two men, the one to cure
him, the other to kill him ; that man which he cutteth to
cure, he considereth how he cutteth him, but he taketh no
care how he slasheth him whom he intendeth to kill. So
doth God deal in the cuttings and scatterings of his own
children and the vile world. Or thus: an army you know
may be scattered two ways; the soldiers when they come
from their trenches, every one goeth to his hut, and the
whole army is in some measure scattered and divided, but in
order; this is an orderly scattering: but when they are
routed, that is another scattering, wherein there is no order.
God’s people are scattered as those that go to their huts, but
the wicked are scattered otherwise, their scattering is a full
routing, that is never gathered. This is the punishment of
the enemies of the church, they shall be scattered.

If so, hence we may see what a lamentable thing it is to

* Qui trucidat non considerat quo modo laniat, qui curat considerat quo modo
sicat.
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be an enemy of God. This is the portion of all the enemies
of God. they shall be scattered. Lamentable is their condi-
tion, therefore, that are God’s enemies. Brethren, God is
the best friend and the worst enemy. If God be my friend,
what though I have many enemies! Affliction shall be all
rated off in due time, as the dog is when he falleth upon a
friend. If the dog fall upon a thief or an enemy, we let
him alone, he hath leave to worry him. When afflictions
seize upon God’s people, in due time they are chidden off;
but when they fall upon God’s enemies, they shall not be
rated off, they may worry them, and the venom of their teeth
shall abide in them to all eternity. The text saith, < As for
those mine enemies,” &e. It is some grief to be slain before
justice, but before mercy itself, that is more grievous. It is
some grief to be slain before those that cannot help, but to
have help stand by and not help, that is most bitter. Such
is Christ, he is our help, he is our merciful High Priest, and
yet he saith, ¢ As for those mine enemies, which would not
that I should reign over them, bring hither and slay them
before me,” Luke xix. 27. Oh, what a sad thing it is to be
God’s enemy.

But who are those enemies ?

You will all say thus, that if a man seeth the picture of
another, and as soon as he seeth it he falleth a tearing of it;
and the more like the picture is to the man, the more he
teareth it; surely this man was an enemy to him whom the
picture is like unto. So when men shall fall a tearing of
God’s people, and therefore because they are godly, are not
they enemies to God?

Consider Psalm lxviii. 21, there is a plain place to shew
you who are God’s enemies. Saith the psalmist, ¢ But God
shall wound the head of his enemies, and the hairy scalp of
such an one as goes on still in his trespasses.” Such as go
on still in their trespasses are God’s enemies. There is no
child of God but may and doth fall into sin; he may fail in
his speech and in his practice; but it is the character of the
world to ¢ lie in wickedness,” 1 John v. 19. And therefore,
know you such an one as hath been a drunkard, aud a
drunkard still; a swearer eight, nine, or ten years ago, and a
swearer still; a sabbath-breaker, a liar, an adulterer, a great
while ago, and so still, that man is an enemy, and in due
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time the Lord will wound the hairy scalp of such a ruffian,
for he is an enemy.

When a man cannot endure to hear of the welfare and good
success of the churches, and of the ordinances of God, that
is a sign they are God’s enemies. A man loveth to hear
good of him that he loveth. If a man love God, he loveth
to hear good of God and all that belongeth to him ; of the
churches, and of all the ordinances: but when men hear of
good news of the churches, and of the ordinances, and do
secretly grudge, repine, and wish it otherwise, these are now
secret enemies, and will be open.

The scripture phrase telleth us who are God’s enemies.
Saith the psalmist,  Lord, make plain thy way before my
face, because of mine enemies,” Ps. v. 8. In the Hebrew it is,
¢ Lord, make plain thy way before me, because of my ob-
servers.” Malicious observation is a sign of enmity; and
therefore when men shall diligently observe and lay wait for
the haltings of God’s people, and are glad to find any thing
to raise a scandal ; more rejoicing at the scandal, than griev-
ing for the sin; those, as beasts which seek for the excre-
ments of men to nuzzle in them, are God’s enemies, and
God is their’s.*

Those that hinder the great proceedings that God hath in
the world, are his enemies. In the restoration and rebuilding
of the temple, God had many enemies: Tobiah, Sanballat,
and many others. Neh. vi. 1. How did it appear? They
did out of malice labour to make the work of God to cease.
So when men in their generations and times shall maliciously
labour to cause the works of God to cease, and hinder the
great proceedings which God hath on foot in the world ;
these are enemies and none but enemies. Now God is and
hath been working of many great works in the world ; if any
man’s heart tell him that he hath thus taken up arms against
God, let him lay down his weapons and humble himself, for
God will be above him ; God is greater and will break him.

The second part of the doctrine followeth : that these ene-
mies when God ariseth are scattered: God’s arising is the
cause of their scattering.

When God ariseth, then all his host ariseth. When a
man ariseth, then all his clothes arise; when the subject

* Qui tanquam famelici porci immergunt se, in stercora sanctorum et ex jis
delicias faciunt,—Luther in Gen. ix.
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ariseth, all the accidents arise ; when the prince in the field
ariseth, all his soldiers arise : when God ariseth, then all his
followers arise; and when they arise, the enemies fly, and so
are scattered.

Consider but the nature of his enemies as they are de-
scribed in Scripture. They are compared to wax before the
fire. Ps. Ixviil. 2. Though wax may lie awhile there and not
melt, whilst the fire is not blown up; yet when the fire
flameth, the wax melteth. They are compared to the waves
of the sea, Jude xiii.; that roar whilst they are in the sea,
yet when they come to the shore they break. They are com-
pared to smoke, Psalm lxviii. 2; which though it rise like a
dark cloud, yet is soon scattered and consumed by the puff
of the wind. They are compared to vapours, mists and
clouds, Hos. xii. 3 ; which though they may seem to threaten
the earth with some great storm, yet when the sun ariseth in
its full heat then are they scattered. Such wax, such waves,
such smoke, such vapours and mists are the Lord’s enemies;
soon therefore scattered when he ariseth. .

But though it may be easy, in regard of God’s power, to
scatter the enemies of the churches; yet when we look upon
the condition of the churches as they are in themselves, their
deliverance is very difficult. It is an unlikely thing that the
distressed churches should be delivered, as the matter now
standeth with them ; when were the enemies of the church
more prevailing than now they are ?

So it must be. What is more unlikely than that a dead
man, who lieth upon the grave’s mouth, should be raised up
to life, and to such life as to ascend and go up to heaven.
Yet such is the deliverance of the church when it cometh.
Rev. xi. 12. Tt was a very unlikely thing that Judah should
ever come out of Babylon; the Jews did despair of it: and
therefore as a man that thinketh he shall never return the
way that he goeth, taketh no heed to his way, observeth not
by what turnings, windings and marks he cometh, so were
they in their journey and way to Babylon; wherefore saith
Jeremiah, xxxi. 21, 22, “ Set thee up waymarks, make thee
high heaps, set thine heart towarcds the highway, even the way
which thou wentest: turn thee again, O virgin of Israel, turn
again to these cities, &c., for the Lord hath created a new
thing in the earth; a woman shall compass a strong man.”
As if he should say thus: You think yourselves in a very
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weak and low condition, the enemy strong, and you in their
hands; well, but the time shall come that a woman shall
lay siege to a strong man: Femina virum jfortem angustiabit,
Psalm i. 18; for that word read, to compass, in the Hebrew
signifieth also, to compass by way of siege; and that word
read, man, in your translation, signifieth a strong man: and
the sense of all is, that those which are as weak as women
shall beset, encompass, and beleaguer those that are strong
and valiant men. But we see no likelihood, might they say,
of this. No, it may be so, but saith God, I will do a new
thing.” But there is no means. It mattereth not, “ I will
create a new thing:” I, that drew once the world out of no-
thing, will draw the deliverance of the churches also out of
nothing: I will be a creating God to the churches though
they be never so low. Was it not an unlikely thing for Peter
to be delivered that very night when he was to die the next
day. Acts xii. 5, 6. He was in close prison, he was fast in
chains, he was there kept with soldiers, he had rough keepers
to keep the prison doors, he had to go through the first and
second watch, and he was to pass the iron gate that leadeth
into the city ; yet prayer conveyed him through all these par-
ties of opposition.  The church prayeth and Peter cometh,
but what is this to us? We may not expect miracles now. Yes,
we, even'we are commanded “ to commit our souls into the
hands God in well doing as unto a faithful Creator,” 1 Peter
iv. 19. Not as unto a Redeemer only, but of a Creator, who
hath promised his creating strength to supply us in our distres-
ses, and therefore saith, ¢ into theh ands of a faithful Creator.”
Well, then, though the afflictions of the churches be never so
great, let us not mourn as those that are without hope, for
God can do it with ease and much facility. He is our Creator,
he will do it in truth and in much faithfulness, for he is our
faithful Creator, into whose hands we are to commit ourselves
and the condition of all the churches.

Again, When God ariscth, then God appeareth. Now the
enemies of God cannot endure the sight-of God. When
John the beloved disciple of Christ, who had the honour to
be trusted with the book of the Revelation, saw but one
angel, Rev. xxii. 8, he fell down and trembled. John was a
good man, he had not a guilty conscience ; yet when an angel
did but appear John falleth down. How shall men tremble
when the great God shall appear, and they shall appear before
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him in all their guiltiness! Surely they will tremble and fear
then, and that their fear will end in scattering.

Beloved, we may see what an easy thing it is for God to
scatter the enemies of the church, though the afflictions of
the church be never so great, and the condition of the saints
be never so mean. Is it not an easy thing for a strong man
to rise when he is free and healthy; is it not an easy thing
for fire to dissolve the wax; is it not an easy thing for a lion
to tear the caul of a man’s heart? What is more strong than
a lion ; what more thin than the caul of a man’s heart? and
God hath said it: “ I will rend the caul of their heart; and
there will I devour them like a lion,” Hos. xiii.8. Was it not an
easy thing for Samson in all his strength to break those cords
and withs wherewith he was tied ? Judges xvi.9. Jesus Christis
our spiritual Samson,and though his body,the church,be bound
with the withs and cords of the Philistines, yet he can easily
arise, crack and break them in pieces, though they be never so
strong. Is it not an easy thing for a man to open his hand ?
God openeth his hand and we are satisfied. Is it not an easy
thing for a man to set his face against another? God only
setteth his face against his enemies and they are scattered.
Oh, with what infinite facility can God help the church! If
his servants had no credit with him, or if he could not help
them but with much difficulty, there were room for our dis-
couragements ; but it is not so, he speaketh the word only,
hisseth, stampeth, riseth, and we are helped.

Hence see what a necessity there is that we should ponder
and observe the works of God and the judgments of the
Lord. In these great volumes we may read much of God.
When God ariseth, then God is to be seen, and seen especi-
ally; when God’s enemies are scattered, then he ariseth.
Now there are three sorts of people that are to blame here,
as concerning the ‘observation of the Lord’s works and his
great judgments: the first are those that the prophet com-
plains of : “ When the hand of the Lord is lifted up on high
they will not behold his majesty,” Isa. xxvi. 11.  Another are
those that the psalmist strikes at in Psalm ii. 10, 12: < Be
wise, therefore, O ye kings,: kiss the Son lest he be angry
and ye perish in the way :” who seeing and observing God
fetching his stroke at a land or people, will not stand out of
God’s way and reach. The third sort are those that degrade

VOL. 1V. c



18 TRUE SOLDIER’S CONVOY. [Skr. 1.

the works of God, and nickname them, saying they are none
of God’s works, but works of Satan: like the Jews and pha-
risees, who, when Lazarus was raised from the grave by a
miracle, would have killed Lazarus out of spite to Christ; so
these men, when God hath wrought gloriously for the conver-
sion of a poor sinner, or the destruction of his vile enemies,
do what they can to put God’s work to death, calling that
bypocrisy which is God’s grace, that obstinacy which is good
conscience, and that chance which is God’s glory. But let
all these consider that one place in Psalm xxviii. 5, ¢ Because
they regard not the works of the Lord, nor the operation of
his hands, he shall destroy them, and not build them up.”
There is more in it than we are aware of: who doth not study
to be built up? Wherefore do many men of knowledge and
learning study and take so much pains, wearing out their
flesh, but that they may be built up in name and credit.
Wherefore do you trade up and down the world, but that you
may be built up in your estate ; and what is that which men
fear more than destruction? Destruction is final ruin. Now,
my brethren, if the great works of the Lord be done before
you, and you do not observe them, you cannot be built up ;
and if you will not attend the operation of the Lord’s hands,
you shall be destroyed. God’s judgments will take hold on
those that will not give heed to his judgments; a man may
be destroyed for not observing another’s destruction. It isa
fearful judgment to have no judgment, and he hath no judg-
ment that doth not mind the Lord’s judgment. It is made
the character of the saints in the latter times of the world,
that they are able to sing the song of Moses, the servant of
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “ Great and marvel-
lous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are
ways, thou King of saints: who shall not fear thee, O Lord,
and glorify thy name, for thou only art holy; for all nations
shall come and worship before thee, for thy judgments are
made manifest,” Rev. xv. 3, 4.

But suppose cvil befal other men, it may be that it falleth
out by common providence; how shall I say that God is
risen, and to be seen, and seen specially in a judgment,
and when may a judgment be said to come in the way of a
judgment ?

When wicked men are snared in the works of their own
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hands, then God is seen and seen apparently: ¢ The Lord is
known by the judgment that he executeth; the wicked is snared
in the work of his own hands. Higgaion. Selah,” Psalm ix.16.
There is not such a clause again in all the whole scripture that I
remember. You have Selah in many places, but you have not
those two words, Higgaion, Selah, in any other place. The
word Higgaion, cometh from the Hebrew word, Hagar, that
signifieth, to meditate ; and Higgaion is meditandum aliquid,
a thing worth our meditation; or, as much as if he should
say, This is a matter of special meditation, that God is to be
known by the judgment that he executeth, when the wicked
are snared in the work of their own hands. When, therefore,
wicked men begin a werk against the people of God, and it
wheeleth about upon their own heads, insomuch as they are
taken and snared in their own practices, then God is seen
specially, and known by the judgment that he executeth.
Higgaion. Selah.

God is specially to be seen when the judgment lieth be-
yond the reach of second causes, and is greater than the stock
of the second cause can bear. Samson’s strength was a judg-
ment to the Philistines. How was God to be seen in that?
Yes, for Samson was the strongest man that ever was, yet his
mother, when she was breeding him, was ¢ to drink no wine
or strong drink, nor to eat any unclean thing,” Judges xiii. 5,
which also did include strong meat. God would not have
Samson’s strength imputed to the strength of second causes;
out of the weak came strong; the second cause was not able
to bear so strong effect. This strength was their judgment,
their vexation, their scourge; and this their judgment lay
beyond the reach of the second cause, therefore was God seen
herein apparently; where there is any thing of God’s creating
power, there is God plainly to be seen ; now where the effect
licth beyond the hounds of the second cause, God’s creating
power is seen for to raise that, and therefore if in any evils
which befal the children of men, the strength of the second
cause cannot reach them, there you may say, Oh, my soul,
here is God’s judgment, God’s plague, God’s hand; here is
God seen, and seen specially : here God is risen.

When God’s judgments for men’s sins do so find them out
as they are their own blabs, their own accusers, their own
condemners, and sometimes their own executioners, then

c2
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God is to be seen, and seen especially: so with Judas and
many others. It is written of Julian the Apostate, who
raiscd an army against the Persians; in the fight he was
stricken, whether with an arrow or otherwise I say not, but
being sorely wounded, he took a handful of his own blood,
and flung it into the air, saying, Vicisti Galilei! Thou hast
overcome me, O Galilean. You have many stories to this
purpose in the Book of Martyrs, recorded by Master Fox, I
will name but that one of that vile wretch who dealt so inju-
riously with the martyr James Abbes, who, after all his
base usage of that good man, was taken with a strange kind
of frenzy, and cried out, James Abbes is saved and I am
damned ; James Abbes is saved and I am damned; and so
died. Others were not privy to all his injuries, but his own
guilt made him his own biab; so, now, when a man’s sin
cometh and arresteth him, and his heart and conscience is
upon the rack continually, he bursting out into hideous out-
cries, being Lis own accuser, his own condemner, or his own
executioner, there God is seen, and seen apparently.

When the work of the Lord is carried with such a
strong hand as cannot be resisted, there God is seen: ¢ I will
work and who shall let,” saith God. Isaiah xhii. 13.

A judgment cometh in way of a judgment when it maketh
way to a further judgment: as when God giveth in mercy,
he giveth that he may give; so when he smiteth in judgment,
he smiteth that he may smite: he maketh way to his anger
when he is angry indeed: and when you see this, then say,
Here is God seen, and seen especially; now God is risen;
blessed are all they that trust in him.

But how shall we raise God that he may be seen in the
world for the good of the churches?

The next point telleth us: viz. Our prayers do excite, raise
and stir up God to the scattering and destruction of our ene-
mies. I will not spend much time in the proof of this; you
all know the parable of the unjust judge, and you all know the
promise of the just God to hear prayer. Brethren,is God able
to scatter his enemies; is God mighty; is God all-sufficient ;
hath God power enough to do it? God is pleased to make
over his power, his wisdom, his mercy to our prayers: who
doth not know what credit prayer hath in heaven and what
strength in earth 7 The truth is, prayer may do any thing that
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is reasonable with God; and if you ask prayer by what au-
thority it doth all, it will shew you its commission in that
place, 2 Chron. vii. 1, 2, compared with 2 Chron. vi., where
God wrought a miracle to shew that he would answer prayer.

But you will say, Can any prayer do this: excite, stir up
and awaken God?

No, but it must be a crying prayer. If violence be offered
to a man in his house, and he doth not cry for help, help
cometh not in presently ; but if there be thieves in the house,
and he putteth his head out at a window and doth cry, Murder,
murder! men will break up the doors and come in presently.

Besides, they must be self-awakening prayers: that prayer
will never waken God that doth not waken yourselves, and
that prayer will never stir and raise God that doth nog stir
and raise your own soul.

It must be a self-denying prayer. You know the case be-
tween Moses and Israel: Israel had provoked God, God says
to Moses, Exod. xxxii. 10, 14, that he “ would consume
Israel, and raise up him to be a great people.” Moses lays
by all that, and he goes to God in prayer; and what argu-
ments doth he use? His prayer was but short, and all the
arguments were fetched from God and the covenant: ¢ Re-
member thy covenant with Abraham,” &c; and, “Thou art a
merciful God, slow to anger,” &c. Not a word of himself;
it was a self-denying prayer, and was heard presently. In
prayer those arguments take most with God that are from
God.

Besides, it must be a continued prayer, as Col. iv. 2.
Prayers are the saints’ factors and negociate for them in hea-
ven, therefore they must lie by it.

Again, It must be when the man abideth in Christ and
Christ in him : “ If ye abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you,”
John xv. 7. He doth not say, If you abide in a tavern, or in
an alehouse, or in such a vile course; but, “ If ye abide in
me, and my words abide in you, then ye shall ask.”

Reforming prayers are most prevailing. Virtutes sunt ora-
tionis fundamenta ; there is no energy in those praycers that
are not strengthened with reformation; either your prayers
will eat up your sins, or else your sins will make a hand of your
prayers. Isa. lviii. 6, ¢ Loose the bands of wickedness, &c.,
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then shalt thou call and the Lord shall answer, thou shalt cry,
and he shall say, Here am I, if thou,” &c. Though the les-
son be never so good, yet if the instrument be out of tune
there is no harmony, and harmonious prayer is very speeding,
therefore,

It must be joint prayer. When the church prayed, Peter
was delivered. It is true that their prayer was very urgent in
itself, for, according to the original, it is, they continued in
outstretched prayer: it was holding prayer, for they con-
tinued ; it was seasonable, for it was the night before his ap-
pointed death: yet withal the church prayeth and Peter
cometh. One string doth not make the harmony, and the
word is, “ If two or three of you shall make a symphony, it
shall be done for you,” Matt. xviii. 19. God who is overcome
by none suffers himself to be overcome by prayer ;% but your
prayer must be full of himself, pressing and a close leaguer ;
wherefore you that lie perdue, keep centinel, or to speak in
scripture phrase, Isa, Ixii. 6, 7, all you that are watchmen
upon the walls of Jerusalem, all the day and all the night
continually cease not: ye that are mindful of the Lord keep
not silence, and give him no rest, till he repair, and until he set
up Jerusalem the praise of the Lord.

Will prayer do it? 'Will prayer raise God for the scatter-
ing of the enemies of the churches? I beseech you, in the
name of God, let us consider where to lay the fault and the
blame of much of that evil which is come upon the churches
in these latter times. When the defeat was lately before
Antwerp, there was fault laid on such a man, and such a man.
When we consider the afflictions of Germany, we are ready
to say, If such a king or country had stepped in, all this evil
had been prevented, the Palatinate restored and peace settled ;
but may we not rather say, If our prayers had stepped in.
This word telleth us that our prayers do awaken God, and
when God is awakened, then the enemies are destroyed; we
see then, in truth, where the fault lieth, our prayers have not
come in full enough ; wherefore the less we have prayed be-
fore, the more let us pray now; pray in your closets, pray in
your families, pray in the assemblies, pray alone, pray in
company, pray for all the churches, pray for Germany the
first place of reformation, pray for Holland your hiding-place,

* Deus qui nullis contra se superari potest precibus superatur.—Hierom.
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and in all your prayers forget not England, still pray for Eng-
land. Take some motives:

You are unnatural if you pray not. It is reported of
Creesus’s son, that he was dumb, and seeing one about to
kill his father, though he had-been always dumb before, yet
then he burst forth into this speech, What, will you kill Cree-
sus? If you be in Christ, the church of Christ is more to
you than many Creesuses; your grace doth not extinguish
nature, but advance it; help, and not hinder. A gracious
heart cannot be unnatural though it loveth to be supernatural.

Again, It is the property of a good christian, and of true
grace, to observe what work God is doing, and to help on
that work: what God is doing in the world, and to help
that on ; what God 1s doing upon his own heart, and to help
that on. O Lord, saith the soul, help me! I will help thee,
I will put my shoulder unto thy work as thou art pleased to
put thy hand to my duty. Now the great work which God
is doing in these times is the pouring out of the seven vials,
Rev. xvi.; and if you look into Rev. v. 8, you shall find that
the saints’ prayers are their vials : help forward, then, God’s
vials with your vial ; vial doth call for vial.

Either good and deliverance will come unto the churches,
or else it will not. If it do not, you had need pray that your
hearts may be supported in all and settled. Prayer is a com-
posing duty, and fully settling. If it do come, you had nced
pray that you may have the comfort of it when it cometh, or
else that you may not envy at those that have prayed, for it
is a hard thing for one that standeth idle not to envy at him
that worketh.

You do not love the churches if you do not pray for them :
“ He that loveth Jerusalem, prayeth for the peace of Jeru-
salem.” Do you love England; do you love Germany ; do
you love Holland; do you love the churches, and your
friends? He that loveth Jerusalem prayeth for it, and if
you do not pray for them, you have no love to them.

You cannot prosper if you do not pray; ¢ They shall
prosper that love thee.” How love thee? In praying for
thee. You cannot prosper if you pray not for the churches :
will you not pray then?

Again, You are not God’s servants, if you do not pray for
his servants; you are not God’s children, if you pray not for
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his children ; if you mark that of the psalmist, it is made an
act of service, and a sign of a servant, to ‘ pity the dust
and stones of fallen Jerusalem.” Saith he, ¢ thy servants
pity the dust thereof;” as if they were not servants that
have no pity. 1 know you would not have your livery taken
from you. All things of the like nature sympathize with
one another; if you have the same nature with the saints,
you shall, you will, you must sympathize with them in all
conditions; you cannot but pray.

You cannot have a part in the prayers of the churches,
unless you pray for the churches. Think upon this argu-
ment. Can you be contented to lose your share in all the
prayers of the saints? An action there, is better than an
action in the East India Company; their stock is great, if
your stock go not in, you cannot have a part with them, and
that is evil.

If you pray not for the churches, your own selfish prayers
will be bootless. When a man shall pray much for his own
family, his own name or estate, his own child that lieth a
dying, and will not pray for the dying churches; this is a
selfish duty. A carnal, selfish spirit, is very loathsome in
what is spiritual ; and what are you the better for your rich
cabin, your warm cabin, your neat cabin, if your ship sink.

Consult with Neh. xiii. 1, 2 ; there you find it written, that
“ the Ammonite and the Moabite should not come into the
congregation of God for ever.” What was the reason?
“ Because they mét not the children of Israel with bread
and with water”” He that will not meet with distressed
Israel with such relief as he may, is an unfit man to have a
name in a church of Christ, and it is unfit he should come
into the house of God for ever. Wherefore as ever you
desire to have a name in God’s house, pray, pray, oh now
pray ; you may with this bread and water meet with Israel,
meeting with them you do meet with Christ.

The price of the welfare, peace, and good of the churches
is now rising; the time may come it may not be purchased
or hought in by prayer.* I remember 1 have read of a man
that brought the book of the sybils unto the emperor or king
of the Romans, and desired a great price for those books.

* Fugientia sequimur,
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The emperor refused. Ile goeth away, burneth half the
books, doubled the price, and then eometh to the emperor,
and offered him them at that rate. The emperor refuseth
again. He went away, and burnt the half of those books
which were left, and doubled the priee: which the emperor
considering, gave him the whole money which he desired.
So now, it may be, you may have the welfare, the peace, the
life of the churches for prayer; time may come, wherein
though you add to your prayer your estates, to your estates
your liberties, to your liberties all your welfares, and to your
welfares your lives, yet you may go without it. Now, it may
be had at this good rate, will you not take this good commo-
dity whilst it is offered to you?

It may be the business of the churches stayeth upon your
prayer. If that midwife would come away, the woman would
be delivered. Rev. vii. Four angels were sent out to punish
the world ; and after that a fifth angel is commissioned to go
bid them hold their hand, until the servants of the living
God are sealed in their foreheads. Angels’ work must stay
until they be sealed, saith Hezekiah. Isa. xxxvii. 3: ¢ This
day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blasphemy,
for the children are come to the birth, and there is not
strength to bring forth.” So say I, brethren, it may be the
Lord your God will hear the words of all Rabshakahs, whom
the enemies of the church have employed to reproach the
living God, and will reprove the words, which the Lord your
God hath heard : wherefore lift up your prayer for the rem-
nant that are left. God said to Moses, ¢ Let me alone ;”
but to you otherwise, Why do you let me alone? I stay for
you, if you pray earnestly I will come quickly.

I put you but this disjunction ; either, O Jacob, thou hast
thy brother Isau to meet withal, or else thou hast not: if
not, what meaneth thy fears? if thou art to meet with rough
Esau, then remember what one night’s sweating in prayer
did, how it first obtained the faee of God, then of Esau.
Gen. xxxii, 24 ; xxxiii. 10; Isa. liv. 26, 17 ; Iviii. 14. The
promise is made to you. Every promise is a new footstep
for prayer, wherefore you that ever prayed, pray now; nay,
you that never prayed, pray now ; now is a praying time, and
it is good pulling whilst God is coming, begging whilst God
is giving. And hath Gol dealt out nothing to the churches
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in these last times? Do but observe which way the wheel
turneth in these latter days.

But why do you exhort us to pray? We are here pur-
posely, and come to pray.

True, we are so, but we must pray at other times too. We
are here this day to pray, that we may pray hereafter, that we
may set wheels of prayer on going; prayer doth fit for
prayer ; but yet pray for the present. And so we are come
to note :

Fifthly, When the people of the land go forth to war, the
people of the Lord should go forth to prayer. When the ark
removed, then said Moses, ¢ Arise, O Lord,” &c. Our
prayers ore to lead armies into the field. 1 Josh. xvil., see
how the people led forth Joshua: ¢ According as we heark-
ened unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee
only the Lord thy God be with thee, as he was with Moses.”
You know the prayer of Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and
other worthies, to this purpose. Reasons of it, are these
especially :

Every business is to be led forth by prayer. Prayeris a
leading duty to all our duties ; and the greater any business
is, the more prayer is to be made. The business of war is a
great business, almost miraculous. When I see an army,
methinks I see a company of walking towns. It is a great
matter, and will you not have so great a business led on by
prayer.

But if a man have a business to do, which requireth haste,
by attending to prayer he may lose his business.

For that purpose, consider but that one place in answer to
this, Josh. v. 2. In the foregoing chapter the children of
Israel went through Jordan, and came into their enemies’
country; and in this verse the Lord said unto Joshua,
% Make thee sharp knives, and circumeise again the children
of Israel the second time,” Josh. v. 2. Now upon their cir-
cumcision they were sore: verse 8, it is said, * They abode
in their places in the camp till they were whole.” Now
being come through Jordan, and lying before Jericho, among
all their enemies, the natives could not but hear that they
were circumecised, and how sore they were ; insomuch as the
children of Israel might have objected and said, Oh, Lord, if
we be circumcised, we shall hinder our desigus, weaken our-
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selves, advantage our enemies, that they may fall upon us in
our trenches. But as the Lord commanded, so did they,
they were circumcised ; neither did this act of religion hinder
their business. And therefore let none say, If I stay upon
prayer my business will take despair; no, no, precedent
prayer will make it prosper : trust God and you will find it.

Solomon saith, ¢ All things are beautiful in their season :
there is a time for all things,” Ecel. iii. 1, 11. Therefore a
time for prayer; and though we are to pray continually, yet
there is some time wherein we are especially to draw near
to God. Saith the psalmist, Ps. xxxii. 6, ¢ For this shall
every one that is godly pray unto thee, in a time that thou
mayest be found.” Grace maketh one pray; the wisdom of
grace maketh one know the oeceasion, season, and time of
pra)'er.

Fearing times are times of prayer.  Saith the psalmist,
“ At what time I am afraid, I will trust in thee;” and true
faith soon worketh itself into prayer.

Tropical uncertain times are times of prayer. ¢ Seek yc
the Lord, all ye meek of the earth, if so be that ye may be
hid in the day of the Lord’s wrath,” &c. Zeph. ii. 3. When
the world laboureth under uncertainty, then should the saints
labour in prayer. Again, the morning time is a time of
prayer: My voice shalt thou hear in the morning; O Lord,
in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee,” Ps. v. 3.
There is a morning of every year, as well as a morning of
every day; there is a morning to every business, as well as a
morning to every day: now is the year’s morning, now is the
morning of our great business; wherefore now up in the
morning of this great work, let us direct our prayers to the
Lord, and look up. Pray now, my brethren, for now it is
seasonable.

As the promise is the only hold that we have on God, so
prayer is the only odds that we have of our enemy. Beloved,
the enemies have most commonly the outward advantage of
God’s people; look upon both, and you shall find that out-
wardly they have much odds, either more men, more money,
or more munition: what shall weigh down this odds but
prayer? Many times prayer doth more than the whole
army. Consider Ps. Ixxvi. 3; ¢ There brake he the arrows
of the bow, the shield, the sword, and the battle”” Where ?
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In Salem, in Sion, ver. 2. He doth not say in the field.
The arrows are first broken in the assemblies by the saints’
prayers, after that in the field by the Lord’s soldiers. It is
said of Archimedes, being a mathematician, that he did more
by drawing his lines, than any soldier did by his valour.
So God’s people may do more by the lines they draw, and
the prayers they make, than others can do any other way.
Prayers are the saints’ scaling ladders, wherewith they leap
over walls, and their strength whereby they break through
hosts. You know usually there is much disorder in armies ;
the soldiers have much evil and sin among them ; though the
soldiers be outwardly strong, yet many of them are inwarcly
weak, and prayer cometh in to gather up the weak forces.
Numb. xii. 15, you may see how that for the sin of one wo-
man, the whole host of Israel was stayed, and could not march
on. Her sin hindered their march ; she was but one, and a
woman. It may seem therefore strange, that the whole body
of the army should stay upon her; yet so it was, and they
could not remove until prayer came in: ver. 13, * Moses
cried to the Lord, saying, Heal her now, O God, I beseech
thee.” Then she was healed, and the people journeyed.
Thus prayer ordereth the ranks, fetcheth up the weak forces,
leadeth on the army upon the enemy, and cometh in the
rear. Without prayer then there is no footing. We are not
fit to strike until our armies be in joint, and prayer jointeth
us; we are not fit to be exalted until we be humbled, and
prayer humbleth us; and if it be so, then by way of use:
You may see what work we have to do this day, we are
to lead forth this well-formed army, as you heard in the
mandate sent unto us by the States, of a well-formed leaguer,
under the command of that noble and worthy general, the
Prince of Orange; and methinks he doth, as it were, put
prayer in office, and saith, I will not be commander, prayer
shall ; T will be only lieutenant unto prayer; let prayer go
first, let prayer strike the first stroke. Methinks I hear a
dialogue and conference between him and the country. We
desire you, Sir, to take the care of this great army ; we com-
mit it to your wisdom; go and prosper. But, saith he, I
dare not go until prayer go; I am under prayer; give me
prayer first,and then I will go: first smite with your prayers,
and then we will smite with our weapons, Smiting prayers
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are now expected ; and though there are divers motives which
I have used, to stir up your hearts to pray for the churches
in general ; yet take three or four more, which may have
some special relation unto this people, and you amongst
them.

The enemies which you pray against, are the most wicked
enemies that God hath. Of all enemies, those are most
wicked that are most crafty ; the artificial sinner is the worst
sinner, as the naturalized grace is the most gracious; such
are the antichristian enemies of the church : for as, (Gregory
observeth it,*) Jesus Christ did choose simple, poor men, to
preach the truth; so antichrist chooseth those which are
crafty, subtle, to disperse errors. Of all enemies those are
most vile which are most cruel; and those are most cruel
unto the churches, that have once made profession of the
truth and proved apostates. The Scripture pointeth at three
especially in this particular, the devil, the Jews, and anti-
christ. The devil is cruel unto mankind, he is the grand
apostate ; the Jew is cruel unto all christians, he is a vile
apostate ; antichrist is cruel to all the present churches, and
he is a great apostate, yet not only an apostate, but apostacy
in the abstract, 2 Thess. ii. 3, and therefore cruelty itself.
In the book of the Revelation, Rome and the antichristian
party is called Sodom. it is called Egypt, and it is called
Babylon. You know the unkindness of Egypt, the cruelty
of Babylon, and the villainy of Sodom unto God’s people.
Why should Rome and the antichristian party stand under
all these names, but because they are guilty of all their evils.
And the worse they are, the more hold you have on them to
pray against them. Arius was a vile enemy to the churches,
and very cruel ; yet he was destroyed. How so? Historians
tell us, orationis opus fuit, non morbi; his death was the
work of prayer, not of his disease. Such effects may your
prayers have; what stubble can stand before the flame of
prayer. Oh that our hearts were much inflamed in this great
service.

Consider you are here in your possessions, in your lot;
hidden when others of your brethren are not come to their

* Sicut pauperes spiritus et simplices ad predicandum elegit, ita astutos et

duplices antichristus ad falsitatis predicationem assumet.—Greg. wor. lib. 12,
cap. 5.
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lot. Mark that place in Deaut. iii. 18, Reuben, Gad, and the
half tribe of Manasseh were come into their lot and inherit-
ance, before the rest of the children of Israel: what then,
should they sit down quietly? No, at ver. 18, they were not
to sit down, but they were to pass over armed before their
brethren. So God having provided for you, before many of
your dear brethren and his good people, you are not now to
sit down quietly in your own lot, but to go up armed before
the rest of God’s people, and prayer is your best harness.

You are here on purpose to pray ; it is the end why you are
come hither, that you might have liberty to pray. I am
loth to speak it, I would I might not, you had praying liberty
denied to you; when any met together in private to pray,
you know it was their and your reproach. This place is your
Gilgal, wherein the Lord hath rolled away that reproach from
you. Oh, that your liberty might not degenerate into licence.
You have now praying liberty, and if this be the thing you
are come for, and now you have such an opportunity, will
you not improve it?> If a man leave one place of trading,
that he may set up his shop with more freedom in another ;
and in the second place money be brought unto him, will he
refuse to take money? This is your case, you could not have
so free a trade for heaven as you desired, here you have leave
to open your shops, and behold this day a praying opportu-
nity, which I call money, is put into your hands; will you
refuse it? consider you are come on purpose to pray.

In all likelihood the country shall be hidden, and you shall
not lose your prayers. I will tell you what Mr. Brightman
saith, whose memory is sweet and precious, he saith, There
are three sorts of reformed churches: the first, the German ;
the second, the French, the Swedish, the Scottish, and Hol-
land ; the third the English; which are all different. For
the English is ruled by prelates; the French, the Scottish,
Swedish and Holland, is governcd by presbyters ; the German
hold consubstantiation, and other things, which other reformed
churches do not. Germany therefore he compared to Sardis,
and thence foretold all the evils thal have come upon it.
Holland, Sweden, Scotland and the French, he compared
to Philadelphia, and saith, though they have but a little
strength, and the hour of temptation shall come, and some
shall labour to shut their door, yet none shall shut it. It is
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the rather to be considered, because he foretold the evils that
came upon Germany. And why may he not speak true in
this also? and then who would not pray for this people,
secing that he may not lose his prayers. Wherefore I entreat
you in the name of God, now, up and be doing; arise, O
daughter of Sion ; arise, oh hearts of the people of God, that
God might arise, and his enemies might be scattered.
Awake, awake, and now up to prayer.

You will say to me, we are agreed, we must go to prayer
both now and at home; but what shall we speak, that God
may arise and that his enemies may be scattered.

Bring forth the Lord’s engagements, and tell him how
much he is engaged to help the churches: the Lord saith in
his word that Babylon shall fall, Rev. xviii. 8, for strong is
that God that hath condemned her; the Lord saith, Psalm
cxxi. 4, ¢ He never slumbereth or sleepeth ;” the Lord saith
in his word, 2 Chron. vi. 34, 35, “ If his people pray when
they go forth to war, he will hear and maintain their cause :”
go and tell God, Lord, thou hast said thus and thus: thou
hast said thou wilt neither slumber nor sleep ; thou hast said
thou wilt maintain thy cause; oh, then, arise, O Lord, and
let thine enemies be scattered.

Tell the Lord how long he hath seemed to sleep, and that
the time appointed for the church’s deliverance is now at
hand. Saith the Psalmist, “ It is time for thee, Lord, to
work, for they have made void thy law,” Psalm cxix. 126.
And again, ¢ Have mercy upon Zion, for the time to favour
her, yea the set time is come, for thy servants take pleasure
in her stones, and favour the dust thereof,” Psalm cii. 13,
14. This is the reason why the time is come. So go to God
and tell him, Lord, thou hast stood still a great while, oh,
now the time is come, men have made void thy law, the
saints pity the dust and take pleasure in the stones of the
wasted churches; it is time for thee to rise, ¢ Arise, O
Lord,” &ec.

Tell the Lord that the enemies are up already abun-
dantly; tell him that ere long he will rise, though you do
not pray: Lord, if we should never pray, wouldst not thou
help the churches; and wilt not thou arise a little the sooner
for our prayers? wherefore, ¢ Arise, O Lord,” &c.

Tell the Lord that all things are now ready; it is
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an argument that God moveth us with to come in to him:
Lord, we use thine own argument: Lord, arise, all things are
now ready. When the wind is good, and when the servants
of the ship are ready, and have got their tackling all ready,
and the anchor is up, only the master is not come into the
ship, they will send one to tell him, Sir, the wind is good,
your servants are ready, and the ship is under sail, we pray
you come away; so tell the Lord that all his people are up at
prayer expecting him, and all the prayers of God’s people are
spread, and their hearts under sail, and nothing can be done
till the Master eome, until God himself come ; come, there-
fore, O Lord, come away: “ Arise, O Lord, and let thine
enemies be seattered.”
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SERMON II.

OF COURAGE.

A SzrMoN UNTO THE VOLUNTEERS oF THE CITY oF NORWICH, AND ALSO TO
THE VOLUNTEERS OF GREAT YARMOUTH, IN NORFOLK.

“ My heart is towards the governors of Israel that offered themselves willingly
among the people. Bless ye the Lord.”—Judges v. 9.

PreacHED A.D. 1642.

 Be of good courage, and let us play the men for our people, and
for the cities of our God, and the Lord do that which seemeth him
good.”—2 Sam. x, 12,

I~ these words are the speech of that brave commander
Joab, which he made at the head of his army, being sur-
rounded with many enemies, as you read verse 9. He divides
his army into two parts, the one led up by Abishai his bro-
ther, the rest of the forces he brings up himself, and spake
thus to Abishai and to the rest of his men: ¢ Be of good
courage, and let us play the men,” &c.

In those words you have these two parts:” the braveness of
his resolution: “ Be of good courage and let us play the
men.” The humbleness of his submission: ¢ And the Lord
do that which seemeth him good.” Or, if you will, thus:
an exhortation to true noble valour in the former part, < Be
of good courage,” &c. ; and, secondly, an humble resignation
of himself and cause and success into the hands of God;
% And the Lord do that which seemeth him good.” His ex-
hortation is strengthened with divers arguments: ¢ It is for
our people.” The Ammonites and Syrians are now about us,
if you do not behave yourselves valiantly your people are
pillaged, plundered, captived, murthered ; and therefore * be
of courage, and let us play the men.” And for the cities of our
God. Some think that by * the city of our God,” is meant
that city where the tabernacle was: but as Abulensis ob-
serves,* though in 1 Chron. xix. 13, it is read cify, in this

* Omnes urbes Israel vocantur urbes Dei; quia Deus illas dederat Israelitis
vel illa erat specialiter terra Dei.—Abulens. in 1 Chron. xix.

VOL. IV. b
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place it is read in the plural number, cities ; and, as he saith,
all their cities were the cities of God, because given by God,
and because God in his worship and true religion was in their
cities ; and therefore, now, Joab seeing all the people were in
danger, and the cities of God, the religion and worship of
God, he breaks forth into this exhortation, * Be of good
courage, and let us play the men for our people, and for the
cities of our God.”

I shall not at this time reach the second part; the humble-
ness of his submission and gracious resignation: only from
his exhortation observe thus much :

In times of great danger, when religion is in hazard and the
people of God are in danger, good courage is very requisite.

It is then good for good people to have good courage when
the times are evil. This is that which Joab pitcheth upon,
and is the only matter of his exhortation: “Be of good cou-
rage, and let us play the men.” So David, when he was be-
girt and berounded with many enemies, “ Wait on the Lord
(saith he) and be of good courage.” Some there are that do
wait on the Lord but are not of good courage; some have
good courage, or courage, but do not wait on the Lord.
% Wait on the Lord, be of good courage,” Psalm xxvii. 14;
both together; ‘“and he shall strengthen thine heart,” Psalm
xxxi. 24. Good courage, then, is very requisite in evil times.
Some think this belongs only to soldiers ; but if you look into
Haggai ii. 4, you shall find this commanded to all the people:
“ Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith the Lord (that is
the magistrates); and be strong, O Joshua, son of Jose-
dech, the high priest (there is the ministers) ; and be strong,
all ye people of the Lord (there is the people).” And that
you read, de sirong, in the Hebrew, is all one with the word
of my text, be of good courage; and if you will, you may read
the words so: “ Be of good courage, O Zerubbabel,” &c. So
that it lies upon all, in evil times, men and women, to be of
good courage. For my better prosecution of this point, I
shall do these three things:

First, Give the description of good courage, shewing what
it is.

Secondly, Confirm the point.

Thirdly, Make application of all unto ourselves.

First. For the description of good courage you may take
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it thus: Good courage is that gracious disposition of heart
whereby a man, being called by God unto any service, doth
adventure upon difficulties either in doing good or enduring
evil, and that without fear.

Here are four or five things considerable in this description.
First, Good courage is a gracious disposition. There is a
moral boldness, and a natural audacity, and this is not good
courage, for the former is in heathens, and the latter is in
brute beasts. Job describes the horse after this manner:
¢ He rusheth into the battle, he laughs at the trumpet, and
his neck is clothed with thunder,” chap. xxxix. This brute
beasts may have, and therefore this is not the virtue I press
upon you.

Again, There is a sinful desperateness whereby men are apt
and ready to rush upon all that is evil, and are sinfully bold,
and they think him a fool or a child that will not drink, and
be drunk, and whore, and run into all. kind of evil: this is
not good courage. David, he was as valiant as any one
of them, as ever the earth bare, and yet, notwithstanding, in
the matter of sin he was very timorous.* Surely good cou-
rage is such a flower as grows upon a good conscience : a man,
in truth, hath so much good courage as he hath a good con-
science; and if that a man shall desperately run upon what
is evil and sinful, his courage does degenerate into a foolish
desperateness. “ Wait on the Lord (saith the psalmist) and
be of good courage; and again, I say, wait on the Lord.”
Good courage is hemmed in with waiting upon the Lord.

Again, There is a vaunting, bragging, boasting cavalierism
which hath no true courage.t Such a cavalier was Rabshakah,

~ who said, ¢ With us is valour and courage;” when he defied
the hosts and servants of the living God. Good courage is
the health of the mind; this vaunting, bragging, boasting is
the swelling of the mind, not courage.

L Again, There is a fierce, angry, revengeful disposition,

+

x Fortitudo justorum est carnem vincere, propiis voluptatibus contraire delec-
tionem vitise praesentis extinguere, hujusmodi aspera pro feternis premiis amare,
osperitatis blandimenta contemnere, adversitatis malum in corde superare; re-
oborum vero fortitudo est transitoria sine cessatione diligere, contra flagella con-
itionis insensibiliter perdurare, bonorum vitam non solum verbis et moribus, sed
iam gladiis impugnare, in semetipsis spem ponere et iniquitatem quotidie sine
lo desiderii defectu perpetrare.—Greg. Moral. lib. 3.

+ Tumor animi non est magnanimitas.— Seneca.
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whereby men are ready to run upon cruelties: this is no good
courage. “ The righteous is as bold as a lion.” The lion
himself is merciful, not revengeful; if a creature lies down
before him he will spare it.* I remember a story one hath
concerning Malcolm, a king of the Scots. It seems there
was one of his nobles who underhand conspired his death.
‘The king having notice of it, he chose a day to go a hunting,
and called many of his nobles to go with him, and amongst
the rest he calls this courtier that was working of his death ;
and when they were in the field, he singles him from all the
rest, bids them go on with their game, he had something to
speak to him alone: saith he, I hear you are, underhand,
working of my death: if you put poison into my cup, a wo-
man may do that; if you set upon me with a company of
rascals, thieves may do that; if you will put me to death, do
it as a soldier, I will take my sword, take you your’s, we will
fight it out. The man fell down before him, and the king
pardoned him, and gained him ever after to be his own.}
This was true courage, but a fiery, cruel disposition is no
good courage ; courage is a gracious disposition.

It is a graeious disposition of heart. The heart, properly,
is the natural element of courage, and therefore some do de-
rive the word courage, so; courage, quasi cor agit, it is an
action or motion of the heart. The truth is, the heart of man
is the artillery yard where all the thoughts of courage train
continually.

Again, I say, whereby a man being called by God unto any
service. God’s call is the ground of a christian’s courage.
This was pretended in Rabshakah’s speech; ¢ Hath not the
Lord sent me?” And this was, in truth, the ground of

Joshua’s courage: “ Be of good courage, have not I com- |

. . . = 3 . . .
* Leonum clementizz multa indicia sunt, prostratis pareunt, in virus potius
guam in feemipas smviunt, infantes non nisi in magna fame perimunt.—Solinus.
4 Si igitur animus tibi sit, si valeas, si audeas, absolve quod propofuisti, redde

hostibus meis et sociis fuis quod promisisti : si me occidere stat animus, quando |

rectius, quando secretius, quando virilius? venenum parasti > mulierculis id re-

linguito, tortulo insidiaris? hoc et adulterz possunt ? ferro ex insidiis me aggredi |

decrevisti ? hoc sicarii et non militis est officium, solus cum solo congredere, ut
galtem prodito tua turpitudine careat, quee per fidia carere non potest. Miles au-
tem heec audiens mox verbis regis quasi gravi per cussus fulmine ad pedes regios
cum lachrymis et trcmore cucurrit: cui rex noli timere (inquit) quod nihil a me
patieris ; cumque ei de cztero se fidelem amicum futurum pro.Lisisset, revertunter
ad socios, hihil penitus referentes.—Mat. Paris, p. 21, Hist, Willil. 21.
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manded thee?” If a man ventures upon any design, and
God’s call doth not lead him to it, when he comes to make
good his standing, the ground quakes under him, his heart
trembles, his knees knock, his arms shake, and his heels be-
gin to run. When a man is called to do a work by God,
though the opposition and difficulty be never so great, he may
encourage himself here; but I am called by God, and he will
carry me through,

Again, I say, whereby a man being called by God unto any
service does venture upon difficulties, either in doing good or
enduring evil. One would think that it were a desperate ven-
ture, but indeed a brave venture, of the men of Jabesh Gilead
which we read of 1 Sam. xxxi., which fetched away the dead
body of Saul out of the hands of the Philistines. There be-
ing a great fight between the Israelites and the Philistines, the
Philistines had the best of it, kept the field and buried the
dead ; and amongst the dead they find Saul, they cut off his
head and fastened his body to the wall of Bethshan. And
when the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead heard of it, all the
valiant men arose, and went and took the body of Saul from
the wall of Bethshan. Here was valour, here was courage.
Wherein was it seen? In venturing upon difficulties in do-
ing good and enduring evil.

I add, All this must be done without fear: and therefore in
Scripture these go together: “ Be of good courage ; fear not,
neither be dismayed.” The more a man’s fears are enlarged,
the more his courage is lessened; and the more a2 man’s cou-
rage is enlarged, the more his fears are lessened. Good cou-
rage, it makes a man higher by the head and shoulders than
the thing feared, though never so great: good courage lifts a
man up above fear. Put all together and you have the des-
cription of good courage. It is that gracious disposition of
heart whereby a man, being called by God unto any service,
he does adventure upon difficulties, either in doing good or
enduring evil, and that without fear. Let us now advance to
the second thing, the confirmation of the point.

Secondly, In evil times, in times of danger, good courage
is very requisite. In times of danger good courage is the
strength of a man, it is the spirits of a man, it is the spark-
ling of a man’s heart, it is the life of one’s life. Saith Solo-
mon, “ The spirit of a man shall sustain his infirmity.”
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Without strength there is no bearing of burthens. Now this
is the way to be strong, to stand under burthens in evil times:
“ Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart.”

Again, Evil times are full of changes, and good courage
will keep us from the power of those. It is a good speech
Seneca hath : He is a stout man whom adversity doth not
quail; he is yet more stout whom prosperity doth not allure ;
but he is most stout of all whom the change of things doth
not disturb.* And in another place, saith he, He hath no
great mind that can be bent by injuries.t And evil times
are full of injuries, Without courage a man will easily be
bent by them ; bent unto sin and bent unto what is evil.
Had not the three children been men of courage, how would
they have been bent to idolatry ; but being men of courage,
say they,  Our God is able to deliver us; but if not, be it
known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods,”
Dan. iii. 17, 18. Oh, my beloved, in evil times good courage
keeps us from evil bending, and therefore in evil times good
courage is very requisite.

Again, Evil times are very expensive. Then a man shall
be called to lay out much ; his estate, his house, his liberty,
his body, hisall: and no affection, no disposition so spending
as courage; good courage will make a man spend and be
spent for God. But if a man should expend and lay out all
upon other things, they will not be able to quit charges.
Good courage will make a man spend all on God, and be
spent for God, as Paul was. Thus you see that in evil times
good courage is very requisite.

Thirdly, If this be so, you see what our duty is; to be of
‘“good courage,and play the men.” You all know into what evil
times we are now fallen, better than I can speak: are we not
berounded with many enemies, the Syrians before and the
Ammonites behind ; if Joab were alive he could see the battle
before and behind. In the prophet’s time, he prayed ¢ that
God would open the eyes of his servant that he might see
who were with him;” now we had need to pray that God
would open men’s eyes to see who are against them : certainly
enemies are amongst us, within and without, at home and

* Fortis est quem adversa non frangunt fortier est quem prospera non alliciunt,
fortissimus est quem vicissitudo rerum non deturbat.—Seneca.
1 Magnus animus est quem non ineurvat injuria,—Seneca.
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abroad, before and behind, they are very many. Now the
people of God are in danger, now the cities of God and reli-
gion is in hazard ; and therefore, as Joab once, so now I may
speak unto all, *“ Be of good courage, and let us play the men
for our people, and for the cities of our God, and the Lord
do that which seemeth him good.” Be of good courage.
That is my exhortation ; notwithstanding the times be evil,
yet be of good courage. Good courage now if ever is requi-
site ; requisite for magistrates, requisite for ministers, requisite
for parents and governors of families, requisite for these gen-
tlemen that have listed their names for this great service of
God and their country, requisite for all the people.

Requisite for magistrates. Good courage is always in a
magistrate’s commission ; though times be never so peaceable
they are to be men of courage, fearing God, much more in
troublous times. Good courage is a virtue annexed to their
place ; and therefore as injustice from the hand of a judge is
worse than from any other, because there is a special repug-
nancy between him and the sin;* so want of courage and
neutralizing in a magistrate is worse than in others, because
good courage is always annexed to his place.

Ministers, they must be of good courage. We read of
divers valiant men, 2 Chron. xxvi, 17, 18, who withstood
Uzziah the king, and said unto him, It pertaineth not unto
thee, Uzziah, to burn incense unto the Lord,” &c. You
may see who they were in the 17th verse: ¢ Azariah the
priest went in after him, and with him fourscore priests of the
Lord that were valiant men.” Wherein did their valour ap-
pear ? In that they withstood the king in doing that which
was unlawful. These were valiant priests indeed, and it
stands upon record, and that for ever. In times nearer to
ourselves, we read of Dr. Latimer, that when the men of his
order were to send new year’s gifts unto the king, he sent a
Bible with this posey written on the outside thereof:
¢ Whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.” Was not
Mr. Deering very bold with Queen Elizabeth, who told her,
that though she once went, tanquam ovis ad lanienam, as a
sheep to the slaughter; yet now, fanquam indomiter juvenca,
as an untamed heifer. In evil times the ordnance and mur-
thering pieces are planted against the house of the ministers,

g

* Peccatum majus ubi repugnantia major inter peccantem et peccatum.~—Aquin,
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against them especially, and therefore in them, also, good
courage is very requisite.

Requisite, also, for parents and governors of families.
Otherwise, if they have not good courage, they will quench
the forwarduess and zeal and courage of those that are under
them. It is a lamentable thing that the carnal wisdom of a
worldly parent should be the quench-coal of the gracious de-
votion of a godly child. Granatensis makes mention of a
woman, that hearing her son run away in the field, she got
some advantage of him, and put him to death, with these
words : Runaway, thou art none of mine. And of another
woman, that when her son was slain in the battle, she being
at the funeral with divers friends, some wept and cried, O du-
ram fortunam! O hard fortune! she cried, O felicem fortu-
nam ! O happy fortune! that ever I was so honoured to bear
a child to die so bravely for his country. Parents must have
courage ; and there are these three things to move parents
and governors of families unto it: the danger that is now
approaching, the protestation that you have taken, the special
opportunity that yow have.

You that are parents and governors of families have the
greater opportunity of serving the commonwealth and churches
and people of God than others. Your children are your
goods, nothing is so much a man’s own as his child; your
children are your best household stuff. One observing that
it was the manner and fashion to bespangle their cupboards
with plate when they made any feasts ; when he was to make
a feast, he got his children and set them on his cupboard’s
head: the guests asked the reason why he did so; saith he,
These are my plate. Beloved, you have given your plate al-
ready to the service of your country; what if God will have
this plate also to be given unto him?

Again, The danger that is now approaching may move you
unto this. You know the greatness of the danger; how we
are begirt with the Assyrians and Ammonites; and should
the Ammonites prevail, I mean that malignant, jesuitical party
prevail in the kingdom, what a dark and black day would it
be upon England. The Lord be thanked, we know, partly,
what a comfort it is to sit under our vines and fig-trees ; but
should they prevail, what would they do? yea, what would
they not do? the honour and safety of our dear sovereign,
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the liberty of the subject, the security of the parliament, the
peace of the three kingdoms, the power and liberty of the
ordinances ; these are great mercies and much to be prized by
us; and methinks every one should sit down and think with
himself, What shall I give or do that my person should not
be enslaved, that my wife and daughters be not abused, that
my poor children be not massacred, that my house be not
plundered, that my country be not betrayed? O, if there
be any spirit, or valour and courage in any child or servant
to serve God and his country, go on, O child, and prosper;
do courageously.

Then, again, besides this, you may remember the protesta-
tion that you have made. You have protested before the
Lord and the world, or should have done, that you will main-
tain and defend the person of our king, the liberty of the law
and subject, the parliament, the protestant religion ; and shall
you not give up your children and servants, though never so
dear and faithful, to make good your protestation ?

But methinks I hear some say, It is a hard thing to part
with my child, my only son, my ouly joy, the comfort and stay
of mine age; oh, it is a hard thing to part with a child.

True, it is ; and wouldst serve God and thy country with
nothing > Is that child lost that Christ gains? I remember
Origen observes, that when Abraham gave up Isaac unto
God, and put the knife to his throat to offer him up as a
sacrifice to him, then the Lord found him a ram, another
sacrifice, and gave Isaac again unto him; and, saith he, that
which you give unto God you shall receive from God: if you
can give up your child, and lift up your hand with a knife to
offer him up unto him, the Lord will give you that child,
and that child above others shall be the father of many gra-
cious. Methinks I hear that speech sounding in mine ears:
 Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them, they
shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies
in the gate,” Psalm cxxvii. 5. Your children are the arrows
that the Lord hath given you into your quiver, if they be
ready upon the string, will you break these arrows, or the
spirits of them ? They are made on purpose to meet your ad-
versary in the gate; and now the adversary is in the gate, will
you not let the arrow fly? Oh, methinks there should not be
a father or master that hath a child or servant, but should say,
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I will send one volunteer. What were it for such-a town as
this to have two or three hundred? But I know your rea-
diness, the Lord bless it. Only I leave the exhortation of
Joab with you, the words a little altered, Be of good courage,
and if you cannot play the men yourselves, let your children
and servants play the men.

The exhortation looks also upon them that have listed them-
selves in this service of God and their country in these dan-
gerous times. Brethren, I have need for to speak to you, and
my commission especially is to speak to you, I had need do
it, for have not some freely offered themselves to this work,
yet shamefully deserted it again? I say shamefully, for what
greater shame? Marcus Crassus, amongst the Romans,
caused the cowards to be let blood, giving this reason, That
it was fit their blood should be shed in disgrace which they
would not shed in the defence of their country. And if you
look at Judges vii. 3, you shall find that when the hosts of
the Midianites came against the Israelites, Gideon had gotten
a good and well framed army together; but when word came
from the Lord that the fearful should return, how many, think
you, did return of them? Surely no less than two parts of
three. The whole army consisting of thirty and two thou-
sand. The divine story tells us that twenty-two thousand
of them went back, and but ten thousand left. Twenty and
two thousand not ashamed to be called cowards and fearful.
So that I say, that I had need to speak to you, and to you is
my commission, and if you please you may read my commis-
sion and your own duty together: Deut. xx. 2, 3, “ And it
shall be when ye are come nigh unto the battle, that the priest
shall approach and speak unto the people;” not the captain,
but the priest. What says the priest? Let not your hearts
faint, fear not, and do not tremble, neither be you terrified
because of them. Therefore you see what I am commanded
to speak unto you. Well, good sirs, and beloved in the Lord
Jesus, be you also of good courage. And I have three words
of encouragement to speak unto you.

1. Your work and service you are about, it is very honour-
able. It is observed to my hand, that when Solomon built
the temple, he did not employ the Israclites about the meaner
works, carrying of stones and drawing of water; strangers
were put to that work ; but the Israelites were employed to
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be a guard about him. So did the most wise man in the
world, Solomon, count it an honourable thing to bear arms
and to be a soldier. Anciently soldiers were called latrones,
because they were a latere regis; and now the latin word,
miles, for a soldier, signifies a knight. When the children of
Israel went out to battle, some there were that went into the
field, and some that did stay at home; concerning those that
stayed at home,it is said, that “she that tarried at home divided
the spoil,” Psalm lxviii. 12, As if they were only women,
and the weaker sort that stayed at home; as if all that were
worthy to be called men went into the field. In the triumph-
ing psalm of Deborah, we read that some are condemned and
some commended ; those that were condemned, were such as
came not forth, that came not forth to “help the Lord against
the mighty,” Judges v. 23. Those that were commended,
were the volunteers that offered themselves willingly amongst
the people (verses 2. 9). The truth is, that the volunteers of
England, under God, are the bulwarks of England; and
England, under God, the bulwark of the protestant religion.
Wherefore, honoured brethren, be ye all of good courage, for
your work and service is very honourable.

And as your work is honourable, so your work is safe. In
times of war, the safest place is the camp, and whilst that
those of poor spirits, that love only to be in their beds and
in their houses, shall be pillaged and plundered, men of brave
spirits, that are willing to be in the field, shall be secured. A
valiant and courageous mind commandeth all things, says Se-
neca: he that commandeth death, commandeth all things, as
the valiant man doth. Now, beloved, you see into what times
we are fallen; of necessity things must either go well or ill:
if things go ill, the worst is death, and what great matter is
it to die for your God a little before your time; who would
live when religion is dead? who would live to out-live his
religion ?  Cicero tells us of some Indians that having many
wives, when the husband died the wives strived to be burned
with him, and she that was the strongest prevailed to be
burned, and the rest went away very sorrowful, as having met
with a great loss that they might not be burned with their
husband; and do you desire to live a day after the protestant
religion that you have been married to now for many years
together? It is no great matter to live; the beasts, birds and
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fishes live : this is truly great, to die well, honourably, freely,
wisely ; as Seneca saith, It is better to die in the field, for the
cause of God, than die in one’s bed by the hand of a sick-
ness. It is storied of one Bibulus, a great Roman, that having
obtained many victories, he came to Rome to ride in triumph,
where a tile falling off the house struck him so deeply and
mortally into the head, that he died of it. Thus may you die
by an unworthy tile as you walk in the streets, or by the turn-
ing of some humour in your bodies; and is it not better,
then, to die for the truth? Can you lose too much for Christ
that hath lost so much for you? Death is the worst. And
if things go well, I cannot but think it will go with the po-
pish malignant party, as once with the Freislanders, when the
Earl of Holland had overcome them; they took up arms to
resist him again: whereupon he ordered that the doors of
their houses should be made so low as they should always
stoop when they went in, noting their subjection ;* so, though
the mercy of those that are in authority may let the houses
of malignants stand, yet I make no question, but the doors
of their houses shall be made so low, that they shall always
stoop, as a note of their subjection; whilst you that stand
for the cause, and country, and cities of your God, shall have
the doors of your houses enlarged ; and if a good cause have
any interest in heaven, and the prayers of God’s people hath
any credit there, you shall undoubtedly in the end prevail,
wherefore be of good courage, for your work is safe.

And as your work is safe, so it is also warrantable. I know
it is objected, They take up arms against their king. Iam
persuaded there is not such a thought in the bosoms of any
of you all, and God forbid there should. But there is much
difference between taking up of arms against the king’s per-
son, and taking up of arms for the defence of the kingdom,
without the king’s command. David, though he were God’s
anointed, yet he was a subject unto Saul his king, and he
took up arms to defend himself; he took up arms indeed,
but if you look into 1 Sam. xxvi. 19, you shall find that
David does impute that unnatural war that Saul his king
made against him, to those wicked malignants and wicked
counsellors about him. ¢ If the Lord hath stirred thee up
against me, let him accept an offering ; but if they be the

* Hist. Nether.
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children of men, cursed be they before the Lord,” &c. He
does not say the king had done it, but lays it upon those that
were about him, and therefore took up arms to defend himself
against the malignants. David’s example is our practice:
and certainly if the parliament should not have a power to
send for those by force of arms which are accused before
them for their just trial, they should no longer be a parlia-
ment. Every court of justice hath a power to send for by
force, men accused to be tried before them: now the parlia-
ment as king James spezks, is the highest court of justice;
therefore, according to the known privilege of parliament,
they do send a serjeant at arms for those that are accused, to
be tried before them; and if they have power to send out
one serjeant at arms, then they have power also to send forth
a hundred, and so a thousand, and so ten thousand if need
require. And if the accused persons gather into an army,
how can the parliament send for them but by an army? So
that when you consider the law of the land, or the law of
God, or the law of nature, which is for a community to de-
fend itself, your way and course is very warrantable, your
cause is good, for that must needs be good that religion ma-
keth so; your enemies are weak, for they must needs be weak
that sin makes weak; your victory is certain, which the
Scripture promiseth, and first or last the victory shall
be to you. Put all together: your cause is good, your ene-
mies weak, your victory certain, your service honourable, safe,
warrantable : wherefore, ¢ Be of good courage, and play the
men for the people and the cities of our God, and the Lord
do with you what seemeth him good.”

This exhortation looketh upon all that heareth me this day,
men, women and children; be you all of good courage in
these sad times, notwithstanding the evil of the times ; “ Fear
not, neither be dismayed.” Did the Lord do his work by
halves when he brought the children of Israel out of Egypt?
Notwithstanding for men’s unbelief some fell in the way to
Canaan, yet he brought them into Canaan. Beloved, you are
now again coming out of Egypt, for the Romish superstition,
and that partly is called Egypt, Sodom, Babylon: you are
now coming out of Egypt, marching up into the promised
land and promised ordinances. Nothing can’make you fall in
the way but unbelief; wherefore be all of good courage, and
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pray unto the Lord. Be all of good courage; thereby you
shall be able to set upon great things for God, though never
so great ; thereby you shall endure great afflictions, though
never so heavy; thereby you shall be untired and unwearied
in the service of God, though the opposition be never so
strong ; thereby you shall honour the cause; thereby you
shall conquer your enemies; thereby you shall encourage
others, your courage shall beget courage; your courage will
have an influence upon all the towns round about you, and
make them of good courage, as I make no question but the
courage and valour of London have had an influence upon
your hearts, to make you courageous: so your courage will
have upon others. What will they say when they come into
towns, and return home again? I will tell you what: I was
at such a town, and there they were working and fortifying
their town for their country and king; and I saw the best
man’s son in the town go to the work, and the best man’s
daughter in the town carry a basket; and, father and mother,
shall we sit still? Therefore put on, let the work never die
for want of money ; let not such a town as we are be base, be
poor and low, and want courage, when on the one side ye have
the sea, on the other side the river, on the other side the
walls, on the other side, I hope, friends; within abun-
dance of good people, and and above a loving God. Oh,
therefore, put on, be all of good courage. I do but add some
directions, and so wind up all.

1. Be sure of this, that you make sure of God to be with
you. I mean, not only in the general causes, but in your
particular; clear up your propriety to God himself. When
David was in a great strait, his enemies“had broken in upon
him, taken away his wives, and then plundered all he bad,
his own soldiers began to mutiny, and thought of stoning
him; what did he do? It is said, “ He encouraged himself
in the Lord his God,” 1 Sam. xxx. 6. Therefore first make
sure of this, clear up this your propriety in God himself.
The sight of a great God under interest will encourage your
spirits though dangers be never so great.

2. Never go out upon any design without God’s promise,
God’s promise of assistance, acceptance and success. Joshua
was a valiant man and brave commander, and yet we read of
him, chap. vii., when some thirty men were slain, and others
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fled, he fell down upon the earth much discouraged. Why ?
The Lord had promised he would never leave him nor forsake
him, his enemies should not be able to stand before him ; but
he had lost the promise that God had given to him, and
therefore was discouraged ; but the Lord comes to him, and

. saith,  What dost here ?’ and brings him to the view of the

promise again ; and then a new spirit and new life came into
him. God’s promise is your encouragement; keep that al-
ways in your eye.

3. Take heed of all those things that will debase your spi-
rits. These are three things especially: idleness, worldliness,
false courage.

As for idleness, saith Seneca,* it is the burying of a living
man. As for worldliness, saith Aquinas, it doth effeminate and
set a man below himself. And false courage is a true enemy
to true courage. If courage be laid upon the sense of the se-
cond cause, when there is an ebb of the second cause there is
an ebb of your courage.

There were two sorts of spies that went into the land of
Canaan. As for the first, we do not read of any hard use
they met withal, and yet they were much discouraged, and
discouraged the people, saying, The men of the country are
giants, the cities are walled up to heaven, and the inhabitants
ride in chariots of iron. The other spies met with ill use,
and had not Rahab hid them they had been every man cut
off ; and yet they returned with good courage, and so encou-
raged the people, saying, ¢ The men shall be meat unto us,”
&c. What is the reason of this? One would think, rather,
that the first sort should be encouraged and the last discou-
raged, but it was not.so; the reason is this, the first spies,
that were discouraged, looked only upon the men and walls
and iron chariots ; went out in the way of sense; but as for
the other spies, they looked upon God, upon his promise, and
upon his providence in delivering of them; and thereupon
returned and said, ¢ The men of the land are meat unto us,”
&c. Would you not be discouraged but encouraged, take
heed how you raise or how you lay your courage upon second
causes ; take heed of all those things that may debase your
spirits, idleness, worldliness, and courage laid upon second
causes.

* Otium est vivi hominis sepultura.—Senecca,
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4. Again, be sure of this, that you keep your conscience
clear. A bad conscience is very timorous; the righteous are
as bold as a lion, but the unrighteous, that have any con-
science left, are as fearful as a doe; be sure, therefore, that
you keep your conscience clear.

5. And then, again, keep and improve all the experiences
of God’s delivering mercy. Beloved, how many delivering
mercies hath God wrought for us the last year; truly it may
be said it hath been the annus mirabilis, year of wonders;
and all the year long God hath been known to England by
this name, a wonder-working God. When any temptations
arise to discourage, answer, Surely if the Lord had meant to
destroy us, he would never have done all this. Experienced
men are most courageous. Only make use of your experience
as a stirrup to get up your spirits to the promise.

6. Again, Actuate, refresh and strengthen your love. True
love is very valiant. Says the apostle, “ Love suffers all
things, it does all things.” As one observes concerning a
sheep, though it be so feeble and fearful a creature, that a
little dog will make a whole flock run before it, yet, notwith-
standing, you shall see, that if a great mastiff comes to take
away a lamb from the ewe, the ewe will stamp and run at
him. Why? Love puts it on. Do you, therefore, love your
country ! I know you do. Do you love the people of God ?
I presume you do. Do you love the cities of God? I be-
lieve you do. Often actuate, refresh, and strengthen your
love ; this will give courage.

7. In the last place, Whenever any discouraging tempta-
tions arise, before ever you parley with those difficulties and
temptations, step in to God by prayer. . Beloved, if you first
parley with difficulties before you go to prayer, you will never
have done ; a thousand objections will be created in your
minds : whereas if you first go to prayer before you parley
with them : in prayer you shall have the sight of a great God,
and the sight of a great God will make your spirits great. In
prayer your heart shall be composed, for prayer is a soul-
composing duty. In prayer you shall meet with the Captain
of your salvation, and he will lead up your hearts that are
ready to run away. In prayer you shall bring your souls to
this frame, quietly to resign up yourselves, and cause, and
success unto God; and a man is never more courageous than
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in that frame, as Joab’s courage and resignation went together.
Are you presented with any difficulty and discouraging temp-
tation ? then say with yourselves, It is true, indeed, to attain
to such an event, certainly it will be hard; notwithstand-
ing, I know that my cause is good, my work is good, the
people good ; and, therefore, though the difficulties and temp-
tations be never so great, I will give myself to prayer, and
praying courage is good courage. Wherefore, my beloved, in
the name of the Lord, pray, in these evil times; pray, pray,
pray. And when you have done praying, then wait: “ Wait
on the Lord, and be of good courage; and again, I say, wait
on the Lord.” And what I say unto one I desire to speak
unto my own soul, and so unto you all in these sad and evil
times, “ Be of good courage, and let us play the men for our
people, and for the cities of our God, and the Lord do with us
what seemeth him good.”

VOL. IV, K
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“ Thy destruction is of thyself, but thy salvation is of me.”
“ Eacept ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”’—Luke xiii,

PREACHED 1IN 1642.

PREFACE.

To THE READER.—It is God’s wont to warn before he smite a people, thereby
walking himself after his own rule, Deut. xx. 10, 13, who would have no city to
be destroyed until peace bath first been offered to it. The sword of the Lord is
ever drawn, his bow bent, his arrows prepared, his instruments of death made
ready, his cup mingled ; yet he doth not use to pour down his plagues, until he
bath rained a shower of mercy before them: he doth not surprise men at
unawares. God never discharges his murthering pieces, until he hath first dis-
charged his warning ones: pax domini, Luke x., ‘‘ Peace to this house,”” was
sounded at every door where the apostles came. All ages and nations will bear
witness to this truth; the old world, Sodom, Pharaoh, &c.: but no nation or
age can better subscribe to God’s goodness and fair dealing in this, than we, who
have been warned sometimes by prodigious signs, as by the appearance of that
wonderful comet, A. D. 1618, as importing some strange changes which we have
seen and heard since ; and as if its last influence might seem to end in this island
when it blazed over England, it was seen no more; and Herlicius Stargardepsis,
a noted astrologer, held, that its influence was like to continue between twenty
and thirty years. Sometimes by his ministers, by his administration of justice,
and dealing with other nations: how long hath the sword walked circuit in
Germany and in Ireland ? Sometimes by lesser and lighter judgments: how
long hath the plagne continued in this city without intermission ? Sometimes
by taking many godly out of the world, and the removing many others out of
the kingdom, who were wont to stand in the gap; sometimes by a general with-
drawing himself. pulling down his hangings, not assisting his ordinances, &c.
And unless we will wilfully shut our eyes, how hath the goodness, patience,
bounty, merciful and powerful dealings of God towards us, and for us of late,
been as an hand put forth to lead us home unto him, to cause us to meet him,
and take warning, that we might prevent these wasting calamities that are
gathered together in a black clovd, as though they meant to empty themselves in
a shower of blcod upon our heads? But we are so far from taking warning,
that we study to hasten our own ruin: almost every one instead of bringing his
bucket of water to quench the fire that is already flaming about our ears, brings
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their bellows in their hands to blow up these coals of dissension in all places, so
that now not only is there a kingdom divided, but the head and the members di-
vided, and the members among themselves, cities and towns divided, yea families
divided, parents against children, brother against brother, and familiar friends
become bitter enemies one to another; the most sure symptom and presage of a
fearful desolation to fall upon all, unless some speedy remedy be applied io this
desperate disease, and the great God himself become our physician and heal our
distempers. I shall desire to commend these two Sermons (the third and fourth
of this voluaxe) to thy serious consideration : in the one thou shalt see there is a
stoppage made of God’s mercies, who was coming to heal us but we would not
be healed ; the causes are discovered and the remedies prescribed, that could we
80 go to work to open these stoppings, and bring God again into the way of his
mercies; could we see our sins removed and God returned, I might then truly
say that there would be yet hope for England : the other Sermon is a preparative
to bear that cross that so many have already on their backs, viz. of being turned out of
all our earthly comforts ; a sad calamity indeed, but now too usual; and when so
many of our neighbour’s houses are on fire, why should we think to escape scot free
that are as deep in sin as they? Being, therefore, forewarned, let us be forearmed,
and get into God and his favour, as that one necessary thing for us all to look
after, as the only means to keep us from sinking under the waves that flow in
upon all, especially on God’s people; experience shewing, that if we will live in
the power of godliness, and not walk in the same excess of riot with the world,
we shall make ourselves a prey, and had need to have our helmets on to catch the
blows that fall upon us, and resolve to sit loose from the world, that we wmay
suffer the spoiling of our goods with joy, and be able to say with that noble
Spartan, who being told, 1. of the death of his children, answered : I knew well they
were all begot mortal. 2. That his goods were confiscate : I knew what was but
for mine use was not mine. 3. That his honour was gone: I knew no glory
could be everlasting on this miserable earth. 4. That his sentence was to die :
That is nothing ; natnre hath given the like sentence both of my condemners and
of me. Now should we get a stock of faith, and learn how to use it, to live by
it when our lands, our stocks, our trades, our friends, our wit, our shifts (as the
ordinary means of our livelihood) shall fail us. That we way live not only
above our fears and troubles and doubts, but above the world, above ourselves,
in God and in Christ, in whom we may see supply to all our wants, satisfaction
to all our desires, and have recompense for all our losses, and every thing that
may make for our good and welfare: light in our darkness, life in our death,
strength in our weakness, riches in onr poverty ; and comfort ourselves, that we
serve a Master that will one day right all our wrongs, reckoning the injuries that
be done to his as done to himself; so that we should not think much to part

“with our country, our children, our possessions, our life, if the world will take

them from us, for Christ and his gospel’s sake. All these, and much better than
these shall be restored to us one day; and we may say thus to ourselves: Yet [
am not miserable so long as my Redeemer is happy; he lives, and I shall live
with him. Men may take from me my goods, but they cannot rob me of my
grace; they may banish me from my country, but not from heaven; take from
me my life, but not my happiness: no, my faith, my heaven, my soul, my hap-
piness is in his keeping, that will safety preserve them for me, and me for them.
But I fear 1 have held thee too long in the porch, I shall now open thee the door
and let thee in, praying God to make those lessons as profitable to thee, as the Au-
E 2
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thor's desire was they might both in his preaching them and his willingness to
have them published for the public good.

J. Al

“« So there went up thither of the people about three thousand men,
and they fled before the men of Ai.”’—Josn. vii. 4.

In this chapter you have a treatise concerning Achan’s
sin, branching itself into three parts; one concerning the
commission of the sin, the second concerning the discovery
of it, and the third concerning the punishment thereof. As
for the sin itself, the commission thereof, what it was, you
read in the first verse, that the children of Israel had com-
mitted a trespass. God had commanded that all the spoil
of Jericho should be consecrated unto himself, and that the
first fruits of all should be his. Jericho being the first
city that they took in the land of Canaan, by right it did
belong unto God ; all the treasure, silver and gold, wealth
and goods that was therein, properly it did belong untu God.
Now Achan he plays the thief, and does appropriate some of
God’s goods and wealth unto himself. This was charged
upon him as a sin, and so upon all Israel, as at the first
verse : keeping from God any thing that does belong unto
him, is a sin. Now in the second place this sin was disco-
vered by occasion of the defeat that was before the town of
Ai. They passing on from Jericho, at the second verse, unto
the town of Ai, they laid siege to it; but their siege was
broken up, and three thousand men fled, and thirty-six men
were slain, verses 4, 5. Sins committed in one city, will
follow us unto another, and overtake us there. Oh what
unexpected ways and means hath God for to bring out men’s
sin to light. Three thousand men flee before the men of Ai,
and thirty-six men are slain, and this was made the means of
discovery of Achan’s sin ; who would have thought that there
should have been such a discovery as this ?

The work was hindered by this defeat, and that sets them
on work to search out the cause, and shews,

That afflictions should set us on work, to search out our
sins, and the cause of them.

That sins shall not always be pocketed up, but shall be
discovered, though never so secret.

That God hath strange ways to discover men’s sins.




SEr. 3.] ENGLAND’S MERCLES. 58

But why must the children of Isracl be beaten here by
the men of Ai, and why must one man’s sin be punished
upon all? Surely the children of Israel were in covenant
one with another, and so being in covenant together, the sin
of the one not being punished by the rest, was charged upon
all the rest. As for England, either we are in covenant one
with another, or else we are not; either there is a national
covenant, or else there is not. If there be not a national
covenant, as was among the Jews, why do we not rather say,
the churches of England, than the church? And if there be
a national covenant, the sin of one is made the sin of the
rest, what sins do we bring upon ourselves. But they must
flee before the men of Ai; why? Because that the men of
Ai were to be destroyed with a great destruction. Therefore
God does first suffer them to prevail, the more to embitter
and stir up the spirits of Israel against them: this did pro-
voke them,

Whence I take up these two observations:

The first is this: Where God is in a way of mercy
towards a people, there sin makes a stoppage in his pro-
ceedings.

The second is this: When God intends utterly to de-
stroy his enemies, he does first suffer his own servants, and
dearest children to flee and fall before them.

Concerning the first :

First, Where God is in a way of mercy towards his peopte,
there sin does make a stoppage in his proceedings; so here
God was in a way of mercy towards his people, carrying of
them into the land of Canaan, but in the way they sin,
Achan plays the thief; mark what a stoppage this made in
the way of mercy; so you have it in Josh. xxiv. 20. Though
God be about to do you good, and have done you good, yct
“if you forsake the Lord, and serve strange gods, he will
turn » from the good he is a doing, “and do you hurt, after
he hath done you good.” So in Jer. xxviii. 9, “ At what
instant I shall say or speak concerning a nation, and con-
cerning a kingdom, to build, and to plant it:” that is, at
what time I shall give sensible testimony of good to a land
or nation: “If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my
voice, then I will repent of the good,” &c. So that sins
committed against God when he is in a way of mercy, do
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make a stoppage in those proceedings of mercy. There are
these two or three reasons for it:

Sins committed when God is in a way of mercy, area
slighting of mercy. Amongst yourselves, if you be doing
any special work before others, that they may take notice of
you, and they slight your work, you will leave off work, and
work no more; now, I say, when as God is in a way of
mercy, and you then sin against him, your sins do slight
mercy, nay then, says God, I will turn away ; it will make a
stoppage in this work.

Again, those mercies that come unto God’s people, come
unto them in the way of a promise. And God’s promises
they are either spiritual, concerning spiritual things, or tem-
poral, concerning temporal things. If they be spiritual pro-
mises, concerning spiritual things, then they are absolute,
bottomed and grounded upon no condition ; as the promise
he made that “he would drown the world no more,” says
the prophet Isaiah ; such a covenant as he made with Noah,
he makes with his people, that runs upon no condition : he
doth not say, If the world goes on and serve me, I will drown
it no more: but the promise runs upon no condition, and so
the promise of grace runs upon no condition : for if it runs °
upon a condition of faith, God promuses to give faith, God
promises perseverance, upon the exercise of grace he pro-
mises to give the exercise of grace, all spiritual promises run
upon no condition. But now outward promises run upon
condition, and therefore if men do not keep the condition,
God takes himself free, and will turn himself out of the |
way of his mercy. You have an expression to this purpose, -
Num. xiv. 34, “ After the number of the days in which ye =
searched the land, even forty days (each day for a year) shall
you bear your iniquity, even forty years, and ye shall know
my breach of promise.” Will God break his promise? As
much as if he should have said, I have promised to bring
you into the land of Canaan, upon such and such conditions ;
but now, if you do not perform the condition, I count
mysclf free, and you shall know my breach of promise,
that I will not give you the thing that I am about to
give you,

God never gives his people any mercy, but he gives it
them in a way in a way of mercy. He does not think it
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enough to give them that which is mercy, but he will give it
them in a way of mercy. As now in your gifts to God, if
you be gracious, you do not think it enough to do that which
is gracious, but do it in a gracious manner; so God in his
gifts to you, will not only give yon that which is mercy, but
he will give it you in a way of mercy: but now if God should
be in a way of mercy towards his people, and they sin a-
gainst him, and he should go on to give them the mercy,
they would be hardened in their sin, and so it would not
come unto them in the way of mercy. Therefore, if God be
in a way of mercy towards his people, and they sin against
him, he will break off the course of his mercy, and go ano-
ther way, and there shall be a stoppage made in these pro-
ceedings.

But you will say we see the contrary: who have more
blessings, and outward mercies, than the church of Rome?
Who more sinful? What adulteries, what idolatries, sor-
ceries, opposition of saints and ministers ? And you know
what plenty is among them, and God goes on to give them
mercy after mercy, outward blessing after outward blessing,
and therefore this is not true, we see it in experience other-
wise, that our sins do not make a stoppage in the proceedings
of mercy.

But for answer hereunto, The thing is not true, God does
not go on in a way of blessing and mercy towards them.
Beloved, of all afflictions, it is the greatest affliction to be
without affliction ; of all judgments, it is the greatest judg-
ment to want judgment: as you may see for this purpose,
Isa. i, “Why should you be stricken any more; ye will
revolt more and more.” It is the greatest stroke not to be
smitten, and the greatest affliction to be denied affliction,
when there is use and need of it: now though the people of
Rome, and that party flourish in the world, yet their souls
are smitten, God smites them with blindness, and with spi-
ritual death, so that there is a stoppage made in the proceed-
ings of mercy.

But I rather answer it thus: When God is in a way of
mercy towards his people, towards his church, then sin will
make a stoppage. Those of Rome are no true church, the
church was in Babylon, but Babylon was not the church ;
the church was in Egypt, but Egypt was not the church ;
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Lot was in Sodom, Sodom was not in Lot’s family; Rome
is called Babylon, Egypt, and Sodom; they are not the
church of God; but if the church of God sin when God is
in a way of mercy, a stoppage shall be made rather for them
than for others, for these two or three reasons: R

They are in God’s house, and their sin is greater. The
great house of God is as a great man’s house, who hath some
servants that doth his work abroad in the field, some that
tend in his chamber, that are nearer round about him: if
those servants that are near him be naught and vile, it makes
more to the dishonour of the master, than if those were so
that are abroad in the field; now God’s people are a people
that are round about him, near unto him, his household
servants, and therefore if they sin when God is in a way of
mercy, God will turn out of that way, and there shall be a
stoppage made in God’s proceedings.

Their sin is of all others the most scandalous, and there-
fore the worse, the more dishonouring to God, the more
provoking. If two men be drunk, one a professor and the
other not; why there is no scandal arises from the drunken-
ness of him that is no professor ; but if a professor be gotten
in, and made drunk, they are all so, what a scandal ariseth?
And so, if two commit adultery, the one a professor, and the
other not, the scandal ariseth from the professor ; profession
is the ground of scandal. And therefore, 2 Sam. xx. 12,
when as Amasa was slain and laid in his blood, the people
made a stay and went no further, till they drew him out of
the way, and cast a cloth over him ; so when a professor falls
and lies in his blood, there is a stand made in people’s duties
and conversations ; and therefore just that there should be
a stop made in the proceedings of God’s mercy.

Their sins are most against the remedy. Sins against the
remedy, are the greatest sins: and therefore his sin is great-
est that commits adultery being married, than his that com-
mits fornication, though both be evil, because he sins against
the remedy; now the people of God hLave more remedies
against sins than others, more light, more grace, more means,
more helps ; and therefore if they sin when God is in a way
of mercy, God will rather make a stoppage in them than in
others. Oh, that I might leave this impression upon you
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that are professors and godly, that you may take heed how
you sin against God.

Why should this be, that so small a sin should turn the
great God of heaven out of the way of his mercy? Achan
commits but a small sin, and what a mighty stop is made in
the way of mercy? So, David numbers the people, it was
no great matter, and a plague breaks out presently ; what
is the reason, that for sins that are little and small, such a
stoppage should be made in the proceedings and mercy of
the great God?

For answer three things:

1. There is nothing small between God and us, and it is
true; if thou hast but the least crumb of bread, it is a great
mercy, because it comes from the great God; and if you
commit a sin, though never so little in your own eyes, it is
great, because committed against the great God; I may
boldly say thus much, that men sin a great sin in saying
their sin is small.

2. Sometimes what falls short in the greatness of the sin, is
made up in the number of sins. Great sins do go alone,
smaller sins do go by companies : as with creatures so with
sins ; you shall observe it so in the heavens, and in the air,
and in the water, and in the earth : in the heavens, but one
great sun, many less stars; in the air, you have but few
great and kingly birds, the eagle she flies alone, but your
pigeons that are lesser fly by flights ; in the water your great
whale goes alone, but your lesser herrings go by shoals; on
the earth the great elephant goes alone, your lesser sheep go
by flocks, and your hogs by herds ; the lesser sands infinite
in number, rocks fewer. And so with men’s sins; great sins
they go alone, but lesser sins go by companies, and often-
times the number of your lesser sins do make up what is
wanting in the greatness of your sin. A man may be drunk
but once or twice in his life, in the gross act of it, but he
may be so often in drunken company, and spend away so
many hours which shall amount to drunkenness ; a man may
commit adultery but once in his life, but he may have as
many unclean thoughts as shall amount to adultery. So,
that what falls short in. the greatness of sin, is made up in
the number; and therefore say not, why should God for a
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a little sin turn out of the way of mercy? it may be the
number of your little sins amount to the greatest sin.

3. Beloved, God will make good his name to the utmost,
and his name is, “ A jealous God ;” now a husband’s jealousy
ariseth not when he sees his wife commit adultery, but if he
do but see her playing and sporting with a stranger; so
God’s jealousy ariseth, not only when we commit the gross
act of idolatry, when we bow before an idol, but if we be
sporting and playing with superstition ; for God is a jealous
God. And though the husband do not see cause enough to
turn away his wife, because of her sporting, and playing, and
dallying, he may see cause enough to deny such a courtesy ;
so God, though he does not give a bill of divorce for such a
sin which you count lesser, yet he may see cause enough to
make a stoppage in his proceedings of mercy. Thus the
doctrine stands firm, when God is in a way of mercy to-
wards his people, if they do sin against him, their sins may
make a stoppage in his proceedings. By way of application ;

Hence you may see what the reason is, why there is a stop
made now of late in our England mercies. This last year
God hath done great things for England, as ever England
saw, and that man that sees it not, I shall think that Secrip-
ture hath taken hold upon him, which you have in Jer. xxvii.
5, 6., © Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh
flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord, for
he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see
when good cometh,” whether out of envy or malice, but when
good comes upon a people, he shall not see it : but who doth
not see what a black cloud is drawn over us again : when the
waters swell and stand up, you say, surely there is a stop
made ; the waters do not run down as before, not long since
justice and judgment did run down like a mighty stream ;
but now, how the waters swell, gather, and stand up again:
wicked men lie in prison, and those not censured: priests
and Jesuits lie condemned, and those not executed: the
plague is begun, and that is not quenched ; the sword hath
begun to drink deep in our brethren’s blood, and that is not
sheathed : the wrath of our king is enkindled : divers of our
parlimentary worthies accused of high treason; certainly there
is a stoppage made in the proceedings of England’s mercies ;
oh, beloved, this our sin hath done.
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But you will say unto me, Shall there be a stoppage made
for ever in the mercies of England ?

You will find, for answer, if you look into Scripture, that
there is a twofold stoppage of mercy : final and present: fi-
nal, as God wasin a way of mercy towards Saul, and was
about to settle the kingdom upon him and his posterity for
ever; but he sinned, and the Lord turned away from Saul
and turned away from him for ever ; there was a final stoppage
of mercy made. Now though there be a stop madein the way
of God’s mercy towards England, I conceive there is not a
final stoppage. And my reasons are these :

Because that though many difficulties and mountains do
arise, yet we see how one after another they do melt.

And because God hath raised up instruments that are un-
wearied in his service, working night and day, and are un-
wearied in the work of the Lord.

As also because that the type of this work does speak as
much., The children of Israel’s coming out of Babylon, and
building the temple, is a type of our coming out of antichristian
bondage, the great reformation that is now begun : now then
though there were many lets and hindrances by Tobiah and
Sanballat, and others, they could never hinder it fully, but it
recovered itself, and was driven on: so in this building and
work of reformation, though the Tobiahs and Sanballats of
the times may cause the work to cease for a time, the build-
ing shall get up, and shall not fully cease, but the work of re-
formation shall be driven on in the despite of all the enemies.
Therefore it is not a final stop now made in England’s mer-
cies. But there is a present stop, as when the plague broke
out in David’s time ; and such a stoppage is made now.

But what evil and hurt is in this, if a final stoppage be not
made ?

Is it nothing in your ears, and in your hearts, that the
Lord should turn out of a way of mercy ? you read in Judges
ii., when the angel came with a message unto the people, and
told them that the Canaanites should be as ¢ thorns in their
sides, and a snare unto them, they lift up their voice and
wept, and they called the name of the place Bochim : you
shall be brought into Canaan, the promised land, but the na-
tives shall be so mixed amongst you, as they shall be thorns
in your sides, hereupon they lift up their voice and wept: and
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s0, though the work of reformation be carried on, the Canaan-
ites may be left to be as thorns in your sides, until Christ
come. Oh that we could lift up our voice and weep, that the
place might be called Bochim.

When God breaks off in the way of his mercy, then his
wrath breaks out; he does not turn out of the way of his
mercy, but he turns into the way of his judgment. Why to
a loving child this a very cutting word, Your father is angry
with you; I may speak this to you, there is a stop made in
England’s mercy, and your Father is angry, this is much.

If there be a stoppage made in England’s mercy though
but present, there is an obstruction in all your comforts: you
are sensible of the obstructions of your body, will you not be
sensible of State obstructions, of Church obstructions ? Sup-
pose you were in Iceland begirt with the enemy, and were in
danger to have your convoy cut off, that should bring you
victuals and supply, would it not make you fear? Beloved,
we have been begirt with enemies a long tice, and God hath
raised us up a convoy to bring us victuals ; we do not know
whether our convoy shall be taken away, though but for the
present. Certainly there is a thief in our candle that does
make our comforts smear out.

But what is that thief in our candle? It is apparent to us
that there is a stop made in England’s mercy, what are those
sins, for it is a day of humiliation, that have made a stoppage
in England’s mercy ?

This is that I especially aim at, that you may see what you
are to be humbled for this day and others. Parallel our condi-
tion with others in Scripture, and we shall find six or seven
things especially, that do make a stoppage in mercy coming
to a people, and you shall find them in our land.

An unwillingness and backwardness to the great work of
reformation, to the great work that God is now about, is
one thing that doth make a stoppage in the proceedings of
England’s mercy. When the children of Israel werein Egypt,
they groaned unto the Lord, God sent a deliverer to them,
Moses, and they being vexed by their task-masters, after he
came, they murmured, and for anguish of soul, hearkened not
unto Moses; God bare with that, till he got them on the
other side of the water carried them through the Red Sea,
when they came there, though they did sin and murmur, God
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did not swear they should not enter into Canaan, but at the
last they made them a captain, and they would return back to
Egypt; says God, seeing you are there, I swear in my wrath
you shall never enter into my rest, but your carcases shall fall
here; you shall neither go backward nor forward : we havea
long time, the Lord look upon us, set under Egyptian dark-
ness, and the Lord hath sent his messengers to you to draw
you out, and you would not, or for anguish of soul you
hearkened not; well, but now there is a tender of reforma-
tion made, and hath been lately : if people say now, What
need this reformation ; were not things well before ? This
provokes the Lord, and causes him to say, Your carcases shall
fall. And yet oh how hath this been among us, what ado is
here, says one; what need this work ; were not things well
before ? 2 Kings x. 32., “ In those days the Lord began to
cut Israel short.”” What days were those? They were in a
way of reformation, and they cut short the reformation ; and
in those days the Lord began to cut them short of mercy.
At verse 18., he got the worshippers of Baal by craft; at
verse 25., he slays them; at verse 29., they break down the
images in the house of Baal: howbeit at verse 29, ¢ From
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat who made Israel to
sin, Jehu departed not,” &c. Then at verse 32., when they
thus cut short reformation, the Lord began to cut them short.
You know what our Saviour Christ says, “ O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, how often would I have gathered you, and you
would not; behold your house is left unto you desolate.”
Beloved, when Christ comes to gather us, as certainly there
is a time when Christ comes a gathering, and if the people
will not be gathered, then behold thy house is left desolate.
God hath made a tender of reformation lately, among you,
this is one sin that hath made a stoppage in the proceedings
of your mercy, people have been backward and unwilling un-
to this great work of reformation.

A tempting of God does also stop and hinder the proceed-
ings of mercy. They tempted the Lord, and the Lord’s
mercy was stopped.

You find in Scripture, people are said to tempt God ; ei-
ther when they doubt of God’s presence, after God hath
especially appeared to them: ¢ they tempted God, and said,
Is God amongst us ?”” after God had appeared to them.
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Again, when a man does not rely, and live upon God’s all-
sufficiency, when God hath appeared in that way. It is said
of the Israelites  they tempted God, and said, can God pro-
vide a table in the wilderness ?> As Musculus observes well,
The Israelites were not so silly, as to think God was not able;
they knew God opened the rock, and brought them through
the Red Sea, but this was the language of their conversation,
¢ can God provide a table in the wilderness ?”

A man is said to tempt God, when he does tie and limit
God unto ordinary means, when God is in an extraordinary
way. And so it is said of Ahaz that he tempted God, and
would not take a sign ; what is the meaning of that? that is
that he would go in an ordinary way “ why (says he) should I
tempt God, and require a sign,” and go in an extraordinary
way? I will go in an ordinary way: when as God is in an
extraordinary way of mercy towards his people, to tie God to
ordinary means is a tempting of God. Now I appeal to you,
whether or no, we have not tempted God, God hath appeared
gloriously, oh yet we have said God is among us? how few-
live upon God’s all-sufficiency, notwithstanding he hath ap-
peared so gloriously; and we see no way and means for such
a reformation as is spoken of, tying and limiting of God unto
an ordinary way, when God is working extraordinarily. This
isa second sin that hath made a stoppage in England’s mercy,
this tempting of God.

Abusing of God’s instruments which he raiseth up for to
do his work by, doth exceedingly provoke and make a stop-
page in the mercy of God. There are two ways whereby his
instruments are abused : either idolizing and deifying of them,
or wronging, scorning and jeering of them, falsely accusing and
condemning of them. The first way the Jews sinned, when
they cried ¢ the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord,”
and deified that; well, says Christ, ¢ there shall not be one
stone left upon another.”” God raised up the king of Sweden,
people idolized him, he was taken away and a stoppage was
made in that way of mercy: on the other side seorning and
evil speaking of the instruments of reformation, and falsely
accusing them that God does set up, this makes a stoppage
in mercy, Numb. xii., Moses was appointed by God to bring
them into Canaan, mark how they speak against him verse 2.,
¢ And they said, Hath the Lord indeed spoken only by Mo-







