


TO THE READER.

CHRISTIAN READER,

Trzse Sermons call none father but that reverend servant of God Mr.
Bridge, whose labours have long praised and yet do praise him in the gates, which
these also will not fail to do. If thou wouldest know how to grow in grace; who
shall be first and last in suffering work ; how to obtain a sure and great reward ;
how to understand the testimony of the two witnesses; how to take thy heart off
the world : if thou wouldest find how man’s wrath tarns to God’s praise ; what
comfort attends those who mourn for solemn assemblies; what is the evil of an
unbelieving heart in departing from God, and what is the danger of apostacy,
buy, try and improve this little treatise: so doing, thou wilt find treasure and
sweetness in it, and from thine own experience confess that it is better than gold
and sweet as the honeycomb : which that thou mayest do is the hearty desire of
thy soul-friend,

WILLIAM GREENHILL.



SEASONABLE TRUTHS IN EVIL TIMES.

SERMON I.
OF GRACE GROWING AND INCREASING.

“ That as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please
God, so ye would abound more and more.”—1 Tugss. 1v. 1.

Tue apostle having exhorted the Thessalonians in the for-
mer part of this epistle to perseverance in grace, as you read
in the former chapter, at verse 8, “ For now we live if ye
stand fast in the Lord;” and at verse 13 of the same chapter,
“To the end he may establish your hearts unblameable in
holiness before God, even our Father:” he doth here, in this
chapter, exhort them to christian progression, growing and
increasing in grace. So in this first verse of chapter iv.

In this exhortation three things are considerable :

First, The matter which he exhorteth them uunto in the
latter end of the verse, that they would * abound more and
more in the work of the Lord.”

Secondly, The manner of this exhortation, and that is with
much earnestness; “ We beseech you, brethren, and exhort
you;” and, ¢ We exhort you by the Lord Jesus.”

Thirdly, The reason or motive that he uses to press this
exhortation : “ That as ye have received of us, how ye ought
to walk and to please God.” Ye cannot say that ye have not
been taught, for both I and others have taught you, and « ye
have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God.”
Now, therefore, seeing that ye have received this of us, see
that ye  abound more and more.”

“That ye abound more and more.” Beza and others, they
have the words read thus: “ So that ye excel more and
more.” 1 will not dispute the translation. There is one
great truth which the words at first view do hold forth unto
you, and that is this:

It is the carnest desire of those that are faithful in the work
of the ministry, and ought to be the care of all the saints them-
selves, to abound in the work of the Lord yet more and more.
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We are not only to have grace, but to abound and grow.
So he exhorts them in the 10th verse of the same chapter :
¢ But we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and
more.” The apostle is express in this exhortation: ¢ But
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” And in 2 Cor. vil. 1, ¢ Having, therefore, these
promises, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

In the text it is called  abounding more and more.” In
verse 10 it is called “ increasing more and more.” By the
apostle Peter it is called © growing in grace.”> By the apostle
Paul it is called “ perfecting of holiness.” Now this you will
find, if you look into Eph. iv., the end of Christ’s ascension,
and the end of all our ministry, of all our preaching and your
hearing, that ye may abound in the work of the Lord more
and more, aud that ye may be made perfect. ¢ Ile that de-
scended, is the same also that ascended up far above all hea-
vens: and he gave some apostles, and some prophets,
and some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers;
for the perfecting of the saints; till we all come in the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ.” Then in verse 15, ¢ But speaking the
truth in love, may grow up into him in all things which is the
head, even Christ.” 3o that you see this is to be our great
care that do preach the word, and the endeavour of all those
that hear it, that ye may abound in the work of the Lord
yet more and more, that you may increase, that ye may grow
in grace, And this you will find to be Paul’s one thing,
Phil. iii. 13 : ¢ Brethren, I count not mysclf to Liave appre-
hended ; but this one thing I do, (so you read it,) forgetting
those things that are behind, and reaching forth to those
things which are before, I press towards the mark,” &c.
 This one thing I do,” so you read it; but the words « 1
do ” are not in the Greek, but thus: ® This one thing.”
¢¢ Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended; but
this is the one thing, forgetting those things that are bebind,
and reaching forth to those things that are before.” Our
Lord and Saviour Christ, he had his one thing necessary ; and
David had his one thing too, “ One thing have 1 desired ;”
and here now Paul, he hath his one thing, one thing for the
saints, and that is this, We forget what is past, and press
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on to that which is before; labouring to increase and to
grow in grace, and  perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”

And this you shall find to be the end of all those afflictions
which we meet withal from God the Father. God the Fa-
ther is unwilling to afflict his children, he would not do it
unless it were necessary; why the end of his affliction we
find to be this, John xv. 2., ¢ Every branch in me that bear-
eth not fruit, he taketh away; and every branch that beareth
fruit he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.”

And this you shall find to be the end of Christ’s coming,
as you read in John x. 10. “ I am come that they might
have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”
There lies a poor soul, saith Christ, dead in trespasses and
sins ; I am not only come to give life unto that soul, spiritual
life, but that he may have it in more abundance. So that it
is not only our duty to have grace, but we must ¢ abound
therein more and more ;> we must grow thercin. And, my
beloved,

It is not only the duty of the saints to do so, but they will
and they do do this. So saith David, ¢ I will praise thee yet
more.” And if you look into Revelations i., you shall find that
this was the commendation of the church of Thyatira, at verse
19., that her works were “ more at the last than at the first.”
Pray mind it ; it is a great and glorious commendation : oh,
that it were the commendation of all the churches now being.
With some it is contrary, their works are more at the first
than at the last; but saith he concerning the church of Thy-
atira, “ I know thy works and thy charity, and the last to be
more than than the first.” Where there is a truth of grace,
there will be a growth. Read I pray what is said in Prov.
iv. 18., “ But the path of the just is as the shining light, that
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” ¢ That shin-
eth more and more.” Look how it is with the light of the
day, so with the grace of God in the hearts of his people ;
the light is small and little at the beginning of the day, but it
shineth more and more, it grows brighter and brighter unto
perfect day: and so though grace in God’s people be but ht-
tle at first dawning, yet that light and grace that is in them,
it grows every day brighter and brighter unto perfect day.

Aye, but there is a great deal of danger, through the great
opposition that the saints meec withal, that their light should
be quite put out: they are in great danger to lose all, for
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they meet with much opposition, yea and the rather, because
that they do grow. But as the torck by being beaten burns
the better: so the saints do by their oppositions, they grow
stronger and stronger; as in Job xvii. ¢ Upright men shall
be astonied at this,” &c. ; ¢ the righteous also shall hold on his
way, and he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and
stronger.” His opposition should make him grow more and
more : when he is chidden from following Christ and the or-
dinances and the ways of Christ, he will cry so much the
more, “ Jesus thou son of David, have mercy upon me.”
And if you look into Acts ix,, you shall find that Paul did
increase by the opposition he met withal: when he was much
opposed by the Jews, it is said, verse 22., ¢ But Saul increas-
ed the more in strength, and confirmed the Jews.” He in-
creased the more.

God hath a hand upon all the hands of opposition against
his children ; and it is so far from putting out their light,
that it makes their light to grow brighter and brighter.

In the next place, the saints do not only increase and
abound more and more, but they can do no other, they can-
not but grow in grace; for so the promise is, © To him that
hath shall be given and he shall have it in more abundance.”
Now the godly they have grace, and therefore upon that ac-
count of the promise, they shall have it in more abundance.
And so in that place of Isaiah, ¢ He that waiteth upon the
Lord shall renew his strength, he shall mount up as with
eagles’ wings :” there shall be an addition of strength unto
him, he shall increase and abound yet more and more. In
scripture phrase, grace it is called life : indeed it is our spi-
ritual life. Now you find that all your sublunary lives, where
they are there is growth : the plant or the tree it grows, be-
cause it hath life ; and the beast grows, because he hath life.
The sun, moon and stars, though they move apace, they do
not grow ; why? because they have no life : they have light,
but no life, and so they grow not: but all the people of God
they have a spiritual life, and so they will, and do and must,
and cannot but grow. They make God himself their utter-
most and their last end. What a man makes his last and
his uttermost end, that he labours to grow up unto more and
more; he never hath enough of it. Some men make
riches their last and their uttermost end; and they never
have enough. Some make God their end, and riches a means
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to serve God; they can have enough: but when a man makes
riches his last and his uttermost end, and never stints himself,
he never thinks he hath enough. Now the children of God
they make God himself their last and their uttermost end, his
service and grace; and therefore they never have enough:
they cannot have enough, but must labour to grow and in-
crease and abound more and more.

And besides, they look upon grace, and growth and in-
crease in grace, as their greatest excellencies. What a man
looks upon as his excellency, that he doth much desire.
Some place an excellency in fine gardens; and if they see
a dainty flower in another’s garden, they will never be at
quiet till they have the like in their own garden, because
therein they place an excellency. Now there are many
increases in the world, wherein men place great excellency,
and therein they labour to abound more and more. And
now saith a godly creature, A rich man looks upon riches
as his excellency, and therefore would yet have more; an
honourable man looks upon credit as his excellency, and
therefore he ‘would have more; so do I look upon grace as
my excellency, and therefore I must yet have more. A
godly man having once tasted of the sweetness that is in
the ways of God, Oh, saith he, it is so sweet, I must yet
have more; give me more of this; though I die for it, yet
give me more of this. He doth grow, and he cannot but
grow and abound yet more and more.

Aye but you will say to me, Then am I afraid that I never
had any truth of grace, because I do not find that I do grow
in grace; where there is truth, there will be growth, and
there will be increasing; but as for me, I do not find any
such growth and increase, and therefore I fear that I never
had grace at all.

For answer: As a man may have grace and not know it,
so he may have grace and not perceive it; his earnest desire
of having more and more still, makes him forget what he
hath.

The more grace one hath, the more he doth see sin; and
the more a man sces his sin, the more his own grace will be
hidden from his own eyes. Godly men do oftentimes mea-
sure themselves by metaphors; as somectimes we that are
preachers of the word, we fall upon a scripture metaphor,
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as where Christ is called a sun, a shield, or bread; and we
run the metaphor off its legs, further than the Holy Ghost
did intend: so sometimes we do. So it is with christians
too: they fall upon a scripture metaphor, and they run it
and themselves off their legs, beyond what the Holy Ghost
doth intend. For example, increase of grace in scripture
phrase is called a growth: now because a christian cannot
find his own spiritual increase answerable to all outward
growth, therefore he thinks that he doth not increase in
grace: whereas there is a great deal of difference between a
spiritual increase, and an outward growth, in many things.
As now, a man’s body grows, but all the parts ot his body
do not grow out of his head ; but now in our spiritual growth
it is so, as you read in Col ii. 19: ¢ And not holding the
head, from which all the body by joints and bands having
nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with
the increase of God.” Why here our spiritual increase in
all the members comes from the head; it is not so in our
outward growth ; all the members of our body do not grow
out of our head; but in our spiritual growth it is so. And
50 many other differences might be given. But now because
that christians do not find their spiritual increase every way
answerable to an outward growth, therefore they call all into
question many times, and say, Oh, I do not grow in grace,
and so I have no grace at all. Celestial bodies, as the sun,
moon, and stars, they move apace, and may run hundreds
of miles in an hour, yet when you look upon them, they
seem to be fixt, and you see no motion ; but look now upon
your terrestrial bodies, men or beasts, moving before you,
you see them move. So now, when a man looks upon his
increase in riches, he may perceive that; but when you cast
your eyes upon those celestial bodies, saints, you will think
they are fixt, and they move not at all: and so you will
think sometimes concerning yourselves, that you do not move
at all, and yet move, and stir, and increase, and abound more
and more. So that I say, first, As a man may have grace,
and not know it; so it is possible for a man to increase in
grace and not perceive it.

Obh, but I fear that I do not increase and abound more
and more; for I do nothing now more for God than what
I have done before, will some say. I pray now, and I did
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pray before; I hear the word, and I did hear before; I read
the Scripture in private, and 1 did read before ; I examine
mine own heart, and I did so before ; 1 find no addition at
all made to my spiritual condition; what I did before, that
I do now ; and therefore I fear that I am not grown in grace,
and therefore that I never had any grace at all; for where
there is truth, there will be growth.

For answer to this, you must know that growth in
grace doth not always consist in doing of other works for
the kind, but in doing the same works over and over again
better than before. As now, when one learns to write, when
a man hath attained to a great perfection in writing, he doth
not make other letters than he made at first; he makes the
same letters that he did, only he makes them better, and sets
them closer. So now, in your growth and increase. in grace,
you must not think that you shall make other letters, or do
other duties, but shall do the same duties now, and exercise
the same grace now, as before ; only you will set your duties
and graces closer together, and you will do the work better
than you did before.

But again it may argue more grace, to do the same
work afterwards. Pray consider this: I say, it may some-
times argue more grace to do the same work afterwards. As
for example: suppose a person be an old man, or an old
woman, when this person was young he prayed it may be
an hour or two hours in a day ; now he is grown old, and his
body is infirm and weak, to do the same thing now argues
more grace now than before; and therefore if you look into
Psalm xcii., you shall find that this is made the growing of
those that are old, that they shall bring forth fruit still:
“The righteous shall flourish like the palm-tree; he shall
grow like the cedar in Lebanon;” he shall grow. ¢ Those
that be planted in the house of the Lord, shall flourish in
the courts of our God.” Well, and what shall he do when
he is old? At verse 14: “They shall bring forth fruit in
old age.”” He doth not say that they shall grow; but this
bringing forth fruit still in old age is his growth: so that
sometimes it may argue more grace to do the same work
afterwards than before.

Oh, but yet some will say, I am afraid that I do not grow
in grace, and so indeed that I never had any truth of grace;
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for now I am much declined : at}the first my heart it was migh-
tily enlarged for God, and now itis straitened. Oh, what free-
dom once I had! I remember a time when I went to prayer,
and wept, and mourned, and my heart broke and melted ;
but now my heart is exceeding cold, and very dead, and there-
fore I am even afraid that I am declined, and that I do not
grow in grace, and so that I never had grace at all.

Give me leave to fix here a little, and to answer this ob-
jection, that I may speak a word of stay to those that are
weary and troubled. And now as your objection arises, so
shall my answer rise. Before, I said a man may grow in
grace and not perceive it; now I speak further, a man may
grow and increase in grace, and yet think he is much declined ;
a man may increase and yet think that he is much decreased.
For, my beloved, sometimes, yea often, good people do mea-
sure themselves by that first affection which they had at
their first turning to God; and then the change was speci-
fical, and afterwards the change is gradual. When a man is
first converted and turned to God, then he is turned from
sin to God, from sin to grace, from the world to Christ:
afterwards he doth not change from the world to Christ,
but he changes from grace to grace, from glory to glory;
it is but a gradual change afterwards; and therefore the
change at the first being a specifical thing, his affections
were high then. At our first conversion and turning to God,
all things are span-new; and we are apt to be much affected
with new things, and therefore the affections must needs be
very much up and raised at the first, and when a man doth
first convert and turn to God, and leave the world ; God
the Father doth as it were take the poor soul into his arms
when it is a babe, and he doth bestow many desires upon it ;
and he gives out many encouragements, to weigh down those
discouragements that the soul shall meet withal in parting
with the world. But mow afterwards, when a man is more
able to go alone, possibly he doth not meet with these ; now
shall a man think therefore that all is naught, and that he
hath no grace at all, because he doth not feel what he had
then? Yet how often is this!

But besides, good people do mistake because of their igno-
rance, whereby they call that sin which is grace, and that
grace which is sin. Thus I mean: it is a great sin for a man
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to doubt of God’s love, and to lie down upon his face, and
to be discouraged, as if there were no hope for him in God:
why many that are weak now, they look upon this as a great
virtue, to doubt of their condition, and to call all into ques-
tion : afterwards they are freed from these doubtings, and
so they do grow in grace: but because they do look upon
these doubtings as marks of virtue, they think because they
have lost these, that now they are quite declined, whereas
indeed they are grown in grace.

But in answer to this, you must know that our christian
growth is fourfold.

1. There is a growth of affection.

2. Growth in extension.

3. Growth in regard of firmness and rootedness.

5. And growth in regard of spiritualness.

A man grows these four ways spiritually.

Sometimes his affection grows more intense hot than it was
before: sometimes a man’s growth is in regard of extension,
his affections of love or joy extending to other objects than
before. So in Hosea our growth is described to be a spread-
ing of the branches. And sometimes a man grows when he
is more firm and rooted in the way of God; and so our spi-
ritual growth in that place of Hosea is described by our ¢ ta-
king root downward.” And sometimes a man is said to grow
when he is more spiritual. Beloved, weak christians look
altogether at the intenseness of their affections ; and if they
do not find their affections so intense as they were before,
then they break forth and say, Oh, now I am declined, and
now I am decayed, and I have lost my first love; whereas
there is a growth in regard of extension; as a man or beast
he may attain to his full tallness, and after that he may batten
and spread more: so in grace, a man’s grace may spread
more afterwards, and yet possibly be not so intense in regard of
some affections, as it was at the first. Now a fountain or
spring that hath but one stream, and afterwards that one
stream be divided in many streams ; if an unskilful man look
upon it, he saith, How comes this to pass, that this fountain
is dried up? here was a full stream before, and now there is
not. But now, saith a skilful man that stands by him, now
there are many streams, and so there is rather the more wa-
ter, now it is divided into more streams. And so it is in re-
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gard of grace ; at the first 2 man’s grace doth run out much
in one channel, afterwards it is divided into more streams,
and it spreads more; yet notwithstanding, those that are
weak, because they do not find so full a stream in the same
channel as before, though there be many streams now that
there were not before, they question all, and they say they
are ahated, and they are declined, and they have lost their
first love.

But again, whereas thou sayest it is not now with thee as
it was before; I say to thee, poor doubting heart, wherever
thou art or standest, I say unto thee from the Lord, Thou
hast more now than thou hadst before; as thus: for suppose
a child that heretofore served his father for wages, and doth
now serve out of love, and not for wages, it may be he doth
not do so much work as he did before, yet I say to you, If he
doth but half so much out of love, he doth more than he did
before when he wrought for wages; now the work is more
out of love to God : heretofore you were much grieved and
troubled for sin committed, and you were therefore grieved,
that your sin might be pardoned ; aye, but now you grieve
for your sin because it is pardoned : I tell you, one tear from
you of these gospel tears, is more than a bottle-full of all
those legal tears that you had before, man or woman, and
therefore there is no reason why thou shouldest be dejected,
and say thus, I am declined, and T have lost my first love,
and I do not grow in grace, and therefore I never had any
truth of grace at all.

But you will say unto me then, If a man may grow and in-
crease in grace, and yet think that he is decreased; what cer-
tain signs. are there, whereby a man may know that he
doth grow in grace, and that he doth abound yet more and
more ?

Beloved, I shall not give you any negative signs, but I
shall make mention of some things, which if you have, and
can find, you may certainly say, you are grown in grace. But
mistake not, I do not say that if you do not find these, that
therefore you should conclude that you are not grown. 1
come rather to comfort and to lift up the weary soul, than to
trouble it: but, I say, if you find these, you are certainly
grown in grace.

The great work of the gospel is to believe ; and if you can



SERr. 1.] IN EVIL TIMES. 289

rely more upon Christ in the time of your temptations than
heretofore, surely you are grown in grace.

If you do find again a greater sweetness in the ways of
God, than you have found heretofore, certainly you are
grown : when we come and look upon a flower, we look at
the colour of the flower, and the smell of the flower; but the
bee doth not regard the colour of the flower, or the smell of
the flower, but the bee regards the sweetness of the flower:
so at our first coming into the ways of God, then we look at
the colour, and how they appear; but afterwards, the more
grace you have, the more sweetness you find ; and if you find
more sweetness, certainly you are grown more.

Again, If that you are more able to turn from the exercise
of one grace to another, and of one duty unto another, than
you were, this argues you are grown, if you be able to min-
gle graces together: a weak christian is all for one work,
humiliation for sin committed, and it is true, we ought to be
much humbled : I say, a weak christian is all for one work,
but the stronger you grow, the more you will be able to min-
gle graces together, and to turn from one to another. As
now, if one learn to sing, when one hath but little skill, pos-
sibly a man may sing one tune ; but the more a man grows
in skill, the more he will be able readily to turn from one
tune to another. So in grace a man may be able to mingle
graces more ; and therefore our growth is so described, as you
shall hear by and by in that of Peter, “ Add unto your faith
virtue, and to virtue knowledge,” &c.

Again, If you be able to go on in the ways of God more,
without whip, or rod, or without spur, it argues you are
grown more ; give me leave to express it thus: a horse at the
first, till he be acquainted with the road and way, he is ridden
with a whip and with a spur; but afterwards when he is well
used to the way, you may lay the bridle upon his head, and
he need none of the spur and whip; why? because he is now
used to the way : and so when christians come on at the first,
then they are whipped on with more fear ; but now when the
reins seem to be laid upon the neck, they ga the betterand the
faster : when they can go without that whipping and the rod,
it argues that they are used more to the way of God than
they were used before.

But further, the more a man is able to go out unto others

VOL. III. v
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for counsel, spiritual admonition, consolation, or apprehen-
sion, the more he is grown, and he will grow in grace.

I will propound you a parable: suppose three men that
are sick and weak; one is extremely ill, and the physician
comes to his bed-side, and he spits in his physician’s face,
and will take nothing.

Another man he doth not deal so by the physician, he lies
upon his bed, but he cannot stir off his bed ; he lies upon his
bed, and he hears the counsel of the physician, and he takes
his advice.

A third man he is weak indeed, but he is able to go abroad,
and he goes to the physician’s house for his counsel and di-
rection. I pray, which of all these three men are the most
healthy ? Surely, you will say, the latter is more healthy
than the second, and the second than the first. Beloved,
there are these three sorts of people, one that when the spi-
ritual physic is brought to them, they spit in the physician’s
face, and they will have none. Others they are not so bad,
but yet notwithstanding they keep their beds, as it were, and
do not go forth for counsel.

But there is a third sort of sinners, that finding their souls
ill at ease, they can go forth for counsel, and go out for ad-
monition, and go out for reprehension. It may be that all
these three conditions have past over some of you: you can
remember the time when you did kick and fling, and spit in
the physician’s face, as it were, and you would none at all ;
afterwards you lay more still, but yet sate, and did not stir
out: aye, but now you are able, God be thanked, to go
out to the physician, or to such and such saints, and to
open your condition before them ; oh, thus it is with me, oh,
thus it is with me, come, lay on some admonition, or lay on
some healing plaster, some reprehension, some consolation ;
good sir, pity me ; and the like. Now this argues more health
than before.

Again, the more you are able to do the work of the Lord
without noise, the more doth it argue that you are grown in
grace. Beloved, Jesus Christ was a perfect workman, and did
the work of the Lord perfectly, and he made no noise; it is
said of him, that “ he did not lift up his voice in the streets.”
Young christians make a great noise in the work of God.
‘One, he cries out, Oh, I am damned, I am damned; and an-
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other cries out after the same kind, Oh, I am damned, I am
damned, and wring their hands in the family, and make a great
noise when there is a work of God upon their hearts ; like to
your young scholars, when first of all they learn their books,
they read with a great noise: afterwards, when they are grown
men, and read better, they read silent, and make no noise. So
now I say, thou man or woman, art thou able to do the work
of the Lord in a more silent and sweet gospel way, than here-
tofore thou didst? this argues that thou art more grown than
thou wert heretofore.

And further, if you know Christ more, you are grown
more ; the apostle puts them both together : ¢ Grow in grace
and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ.”

But take one more. If that you do as much as before, and
deny your doing more than you did before, then you are
grown in grace. One man doth much, and denies himself
little ; another doth much, and denies himself much: who
hath most grace of these two? The hushandman will tell
you, that when the ear of corn is not so ripe, it stands bolt
upright; but when it is more ripe, then it hangs down its
head, and looks to the earth : and so heretofore it may be
you were mueh in prayer and in duty, you wept much; and
it was well that you were much in duty and humiliation for
sin ; but, it may be, then you rested upon your duties, and de-
nied yourselt little. Aye, but now you are as much, but you
have seen more of the free grace of God, and the love of God
in Christ, and now you deny your duties more, and rest less
upon them than you did; thisis a growth now; and where
these things are, you may conclude that you are grown. And
I say to every soul here, Is there any one that doth find
these things ? thou art the man or woman that doth grow in
grace, and doth increase; therefore, be of good comfort,
thou art not declined, thou art not abated, thou hast truth of
grace, thou hast growth of grace.

Aye, but whether I have or I have not, you will say, surely
icis my duty to have; and what shall I do that I may grow
in grace? I Lope the Lord hath begun savingly upon my
heart ; but what shall T do that I may abound yet more and
more, and increase in grace ?

I must not be large here ; give me leave to say some things
to you.

v 2
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First of all, observe what those ways of God are, unto
which he hath promised increase; and oh, let your feet be
found standing there ; he hath promised to those that exer-
cise; “To him that hath shall be given.” It is opposed to
laying up the talent in a napkin.

He hath promised increase to those that wait upon him :
“Those that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength.”

He hath promised increase to those whose feet stand in
the courts of the house of the Lord, in Ps. xcii. 12: “ The
righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, and shall grow like
a cedar in Lebanon: those that be planted in the house of
the Lord, shall flourish in the courts of our God.” And so
in Ps. Ixxxiv. 4: “Blessed are they that dwell in thine
house, they will be still praising thee.” They that dwell in
thine house they will be still praising thee.

But suppose that a man’s feet do not stand in the court
of the Lord’s house, suppose a man be not planted in the
house of the Lord, can he not grow in grace ?

Yes: mark what followsin verse 5, 6, 7, all growth of grace
is not installed upon one condition: ¢ Blessed is the man
whose strength is in thee.” He had said before : « Blessed
are those that dwell in thy house:” but suppose a man be
driven out, and cannot dwell in God’s house, shall he not
be blessed, and shall he not grow? ¢ Blessed is the man
whose strength is in thee, and in whose heart are the ways of
them, who passing through the valley of Baca, make it a
well; the rain also filleth the pools: they go from strength
to strength, every one of them in Zion appeareth before
God.” They may grow too; but then it is upon these three
conditions.

1. The ways of God must be in their hearts: “In whose
heart are the ways of them.”

2. They must look upon that condition as a “ valley of
Baca,” a mourning valley, verse 6.

3. They must be abundant in private duty and exercise,
digging up of pits; and then the rain falls, and fills those
pits; and thus ¢ they shall go from strength to strength.”
But the great increase is promised to those whose feet do
stand in the court of the house of the Lord.

Again, would you know how you may grow in grace?
Beloved, let your eye be stedfast upon the greater and higher
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matters and objects of the gospel. The apostle for this end
doth lay the great things of the gospel before the people,
and prays for them, that they may be “filled with all the
fulness of God.” But, I pray, see what an expression
he hath in 2 Cor. ix. 8: “And God (saith he) is able to
make all grace abound towards you, that ye always having
all sufficiency in all things.” All-sufficiency is a great attri-
bute of God; they have it in a kind: “That ye always
having all-sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good
work.,” Mark what great things he lays here before them.
And if you look into chapter vi. of the Epistle to the He-
brews, verse 6, you shall find that the apostle gives this plain
direction that now I am upon for our growing in grace, and
perfecting holiness in the fear of God: ¢« Therefore (saith he)
leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on
unto perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance
from dead works,” &e.  Good people, mark : ¢ Let us go on
to perfection,” how? “not laying again the foundation of
repentance from dead works.” Some there are that are
always laying the foundation, and all their life they are ques-
tioning whether their work were right at the first or no: Oh,
I am afraid T was never truly humbled at the first. Their
whole life is nothing but a laying of the foundation work ;
why saith the apostle, “Let us go on to perfection,” &e.
Be not always in this work of laying the foundation, if you
would go on to perfection. And as for myself, saith he, I go
this way to work, as you may read in chap. iii. of this Epistle
to the Philippians: Brethren, I count not myself to have
apprehended, but this one thing: forgetting those things
that are behind, and reaching forth to those things which
are hefore, I press towards the mark.,” Mark, 1t is a simili-
tude taken from those that run in a race; saith he, I do as
those that run in a race; they stretch out their bodies towards
the prize, so do I': and, saith he, as it is with those that run
in a race, they do not go backward for to measure the
ground that they have gone over, but they forget what is
past, and press on to that which is before: so now do I, I
forget that which is past, not only so as not to rest upon it,
but 1 forget what is past, I am not always laying the founda-
tion of the doetrine of repentance from dead works, but 1
press on to that which is before. And so, would you he
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perfect and would you grow, let your eyes be upon those
things that are before.

Again, if you would grow in grace, cut off all those super-
fluities that grow out of your heart, and give up yourselves
wholly to the word of the Lord in this world. If vou
would have a tree grow, you slip off the lesser sprigs that
grow out of the sides; they will hinder the growth, you will
say. So saith the apostle: ¢ Wherefore laying aside all filthi-
ness, and superfluity of naughtiness, receive with meekness
the ingrafted word, which is able to save your souls.” James
1..21.

But again, if you would grow in grace, and abound yet
more and more ; observe what gifts or graces God hath given
you, and labour to improve them. Beloved, God doth give
some gift or special grace to every christian, and that gift
or grace is as a spade or shovel to dig out more out of the
mines of Christ. Every bird hath its bill, and by the bill
it doth take in its meat, whereby it grows ; and every chris-
tian hath oae gift or another whereby he doth excel; and with
that gift or grace you should now go unto Jesus Christ, who is
the great ordinance, and fetch out more. Observe, I say, what
that gift and grace is, and labour to improve it more and
more.

I will say no more in this; but if you would grow in grace,
study much of the love of Jesus Christ: and you shall find
that these two are put together by the apostle, in Ephes. iii.
 For this cause (saith he) I bow my knees unto the Father
of our Tord Jesus Christ, &c. that he would grant you, ac-
cording to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with
might by his Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell
in your hearts by faith ; that ye being rooted and grounded
in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is
the breadth, and length, and depth, and height, and to know
the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye might
be filled with all the tulness of God.” Mark how these go
together : the more you see the love of Christ, the more you
will love God ; and the more you love him, the more you
will obey him, and the more abundant you will be in the
work of the Lord. Therefore as ye desire to grow, study
the free love of God in Jesus Christ, and hereby you will be
able to grow and to abound yet moreand more. And that you
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may do it, give me leave to speak here a little by way of en-
couragement hereunto, and so I will wind up all.

Beloved in the Lord when you hear of God’s blessing any
in scripture, he saith, ¢ Increase and multiply.” So then,
the more you do increase in grace, the more your gifts and
graces multiply, the more you do carry up and down with
you a testimony of the Lord’s blessing upon you.

Besides, herein you glorify God the Father; ¢ Herein i
my Father glorified, (saith Christ,) in that ye bring forth
much fruit.” It is the glory of the husbandman, that the
tree bring forth much; it is the glory of God the Father
that ye bring forth much, that ye abound more and more.

And the more and greater our opportunities are, and means
of growth, the more are we all encouraged for to grow in
grace. Let me appeal to you a little ; have not your opportu-
nities and means for growth been great here ?

Communion of saints it is a great means for to grow in
grace. lere you have time, here many saints meet to-
gether; and in poor country towns, possibly a poor christian
may travel three or four miles before he can meet with one
that may refresh his thougbts; here you have the opportuni-
ties which you have not in other places, Communion of
saints, standing in the courts of the house of the Lord, is a
great means for to grow in grace.

Preaching of the gospel, and the word of God’s grace, is a
special and great means of growth: it is called the rain of
plenty, or the plentiful rain. It is a true speech: Itis the
year, and not the soil, that doth make the fruit; if the rain
falls seasonably, and the sun shines seasonably, then you®
have fruit. Now beloved, I appeal to you; have you not
had a fine time of it here? Ilave you not had a sweet season
of gospel preaching amongst you? The Lord knows what
plentiful rain hath fallen upon you. Ob, great engagements
are upon you all for to grow in grace; and if you, this peo-
ple, shall not after all your engagements this way, and op-
portunities to grow; if you shall not grow in grace, oh how
will you appear before God your Father at the great day,
how, how will you give an account of those talents that you
have had? We read of him that had but oue talent, he
wrapt it up in a napkin ; but the parable speaks there were
five left, and two left ; but itis not said that he that had the five,
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or the two, wrapt them up in a napkin ; but he that had but
the one talent, he wrapt it up, and you know what became of
him ; but now when those that had five talents shall wrap them
up in a napkin, oh what will become of them. Beloved, you
have not had the one talent, you have not had the two ta-
lents ; you have had the five talents: and if there was such
a miserable end of him that wrapt up his one talent, oh
what will become of us that have five talents, and wrap them
up, and do not improve them. You know what the Lord
Christ said to the church of Ephesus ; how he threatened that
church : I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast
lost thy first love: remember therefore from whence thou
art fallen and repent, and do the first works, or else I will
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out
of his place.” God knows whether your first love be not
left or no; I am sure the Lord hath taken away a burning
and a shining light from among you; and certainly, if you
do not grow and thrive under all those opportunities of
grace, and growth in grace that you have had, and still have ;
how soon the Lord may quite remove his candlestick from
you, and leave you quite in the dark, he only knows.
Wherefore, beloved in the Lord, you have received much, oh
much is expected from you, much is expected from you.
And let me tell you for your encouragement, if you do grow
in grace, and abound in the work of the Lord, then shall
there be ¢ an abundant entrance given unto you into the
everlasting inheritance.”

And so I come to that place of Peter, which I shall but
open before you, and so have done for this time ; and, I pray,
consider it diligently. 2 Peter i. 5: ¢ And besides this,
giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, and to virtue
knowledge.” But mark how he prefaces before he comes to
the words:  Whereby (saith he) are given unto us exceeding
great and precious promises, that by these you might be
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lusts.” Now besides this, there
is something else to be done; well, what is that? it is such
a matter as all diligence is to be given to it: “ Besides this,
giving all diligence, add unto your faith virtue.” It is not,
it is not enough that you believe, but you must have moral
virtue also: “Add unto your faith virtue.” Aye, but sup-
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pose we have a moral virtue, is not that enough? No:
“and to your virtue knowledge.” You must not only have
moral virtues, but you must krow Jesus Christ. But suppose
he hath knowledge, is not that yet enough? No: “and to
your knowledge add temperance,” whereby you may be kept
from the immoderate use of the things of this world. But
suppose we have that, is not that enough? No: “add to
your temperance patience :” you shall meet with many afflic-
tions and crosses, and therefore you must have patience.
But suppose we have patience, is not that yet enough? No:
““and to your patience add godliness;” there must be a right
worshipping of God in his service. Well, but suppose we
have godliness, and do worship God after a right manner,
is not that enough? No: “add to your godliness brotherly
kindness;” you that are saints are brethren, and therefore
it is not enough that ye have the worshipping of God in a
right way, but ye must agree together as brethren; add to
your right worship and godliness brotherly kindness. But
suppose we have that, is not that enough? No: “add
charity ;” brotherly kindness may be towards you that are
brethren, but there must be charity towards all, to those that
are not of the body. Well, but suppose we do these things,
what then ? Read verse 8: “For if these things be in you
and abound, they make you that you shall neither be barren
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
You complain that your hearts are barren, and that you lie
as barren ground in the family; why if you would not be
barren and unfruitful, you must grow and add one grace unto
another: “And if these things be in you and abound, they
make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful.”
Well, but suppose a man lack these things? Read verse 9:
“But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see
afar off ;”” he may see some things in religion that are ncar,
but those things that are afar off he is blind in them, ¢ and
hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins,” that is
by baptism. But suppose we do all this, what then? Pray
sce what encouragement there is to this in verse 10:
““ Wherefore the rather brethren give diligence to make your
calling and election sure;” this will be a sign to you of your
election. “ And if you do these things you shall never fall.”
Whereas those that are weak, and do not grow in grace, they
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stumble at all occasions ; “ but if ye do these things ye shall
never fall,” and not stumble as those that are weak do. And yet
further, at verse 11, you shall not only have this benefit for the
present but for the future : for so ¢ an entrance shall be minis-
tered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” Do you abound in grace,
and grow in grace, and are rich in grace? Why look as you
abound, so there shall be an abundant entrance ministered
to you into the everlasting kingdom. ¢ Wherefore (he saith)
I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance
of these things.” It may be you will tell me you knew these
things before ; but mark verse 12: “I will not be negligent
to put you always in remembrance of these things, though
ye know them, and be established in the present truth.”
Yea, at verse 13: “I think it meet as long as I am in this
tabernacle, to stir you up, by putting you in remembrance.”
And that you may see that itis a matter of great concernment,
be doth not only say that he would put them in remem-
brance as long as he lived, but he would take some course
when he was dead that this exhortation should be pressed
upon them, verse 15 : “ Moreover, I will endeavour that you
may be able after my decease to have these things always in
remembrance.” Oh, therefore what a necessity is there that
we should grow in grace. Wherefore, brethren and beloved
in the Lord, as you have been exhorted not only by me at
this time, but by others of God’s servants; so now labour
to abound in all well pleasing, to abound yet more and
more. And for me I shall say to you and concerning you,
as the apostle in Phil. i.: “This I pray, that your love
may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judg-
ment, that ye may approve things that are excellent: that
ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ,
being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.”
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SERMON II.
THE FIRST AND LAST IN SUFFERING WORK.

* But many that are first shall be last, and the last shall be first.”
MarTaEw XIX. 30,

Ar verse 27., Peter doth propound a question unto Christ,
saying, “ Behold we have forsaken all, and followed thee :
what shall we have therefore >”

Jesus answered him in the following verse ; and his answer
is partly comfortable, and partly cautional.

In the comfortable part he doth declare what great reward
bLis disciples or any other should have, that did suffer, or
leave any worldly interest for his name’s sake.

The first part concerns his disciples only, in verse 28. “ 1
say unto you, that ye which have followed me in the regene-
tion, when the Son of Man shall sit on the throne of his
glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.” 'This shall be your reward.

And as for others, though you make the question, I will
give my answer so, saith he, as shall concern more than you :
my promise shall be extended unto others also ; at verse 29.,
“ And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands,
for my name’s sake, shall receive an hundred fold :” here is
their reward, ¢ an hundred fold.” It is a very great improve-
ment. We account ten in the hnndred a great matter; and
if merchants can venture to sea,and gain twelve or ten in the
hundred, and be insured of so great a gain, they account it a
great matter: but here is “ an hundred fold:” not ten or
twelve, but an hundred for one; and this insured too: « Ve-
rily, I say unto you, (saith Christ) every one that hath forsa-
ken, &e., shall receive an hundred-fold.”

And as for the cautional part, that follows at verse 30.,
“ But many that are first shall be last and the last shall be
first.”?

Wherein he doth give a caveat, not only unto his disciples,
but unto all those that should suffer, and forsake any worldly
interest upon his account. As if he should say thus: It is
truc, you have indeed left all to follow me; thereupon you
ask me what you shall have ; and I lay before you very great
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rewards: but I would have you for to walk warily, and to
take heed how you walk in the matter of your sufferings : for
though you suffer for my name’s sake, and though those that
do so in truth shall have very great rewards, an hundred-fold
in this life; yet many that are very forward, shall appear to
be backward ; and many that are backward, shall appear to be
forward ; and many that stand behind, they shall stand be-
fore; and many that stand before, they shall be set behind :
¢ The first shall be last, and the last shall be first.””> Which
being spoken in reference unto suffering and forsaking of our
worldly interest for the name of Christ; the doctrine then is
this

¢ That many that are first shall be last, and many that are
last shall be first,” in suffering work.

For the clearing whereof, there were four things propound-

ed.
Tirst, What it is for a man to be first that is last, and to

be last that is first.

Secondly, How it may appear that many that are first shall
be last, and many that are last shall be first in suffering-work.

Thirdly, How and in what respect that is true.

Fourthly, What are the reasons on it.

And then the application.

First, What is it for one that is first to be last, and one
that is last to be first? What is this?

Some think this is to be understood in regard of the same-
ness of reward; as if Christ had said thus: The first shall
be as the last, and the last shall be as the first, in matter of
reward. And for this, they have the next parable to shew,
where this same speech is brought in. ¢ A certain house-
holder went out early in the morning to hire labourers into
his vineyard, and agreed with the labourers for a penny a
day: and he hired some at the first hour, and some at the
last ; and those that came in at the last, received a penny as
the first did.” Whereupon the first they grumbled. The
Master answered, verse 15. ¢ Is it not lawful for me to do
what I will with mine own? is thine eye evil, because I am
good? So the last shall be first, and the first last.” Why?
because the last had the same penny. As if the meaning of
this therefore should be thus much, that there should be the
same reward given to the one as to the other. But this can-
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not be the meaning on it: for it is not true; for there shall
not be the same reward given to all ; some shall have more

than others, some shall have greater degrees of glory than
others.

If there be degrees of torments in hell, then there are de-
grees of glory in heaven. There are degrees of torment in
hell ; for Christ hath said,  He that knoweth his Master’s
will, and doth it not, shall be beaten with many stripes,” with
more stripes than those that are igrorant and know it not.
Now if there be degrees of torment in hell, there are degrees
of glory in heaven : and therefore the thing is not true, that
there shall be the same reward.

And here in chap. xix, we see, that the apostles are set
higher in their reward. ¢ When the Son of man shall sit in
the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Isracl.”

And our Saviour Christ here, he doth not speak univer-
sally, nor indefinitely : he doth not say that al/ that are first
shall be last, and ¢l that are last shall be first; neither doth
he speak definitely, the first shall be last, and the last first:
but he speaks thus, « That many that are first ;”” he doth not
say ¢ all that are first shall be last ;”” neither doth he say in-
definitely, ¢ The first shall be last,” but, “many that are
first shall be last, and the last shall be first”> That is the
meaning then.

Others think therefore the meaning is this, and the words
are to be understood in reference to men’s eonceit and
opinion; as if he should say, Be not eonceited ; for though
ve suffer much, and forsake a great deal for me, and for my
name’s sake, yet many that are first in their own conceit, shall
be last : and many that are last in their own opinion and conceit,
shall be first. This is true : but this is not all the meaning.

Therefore we must know that a person or thing is said to
be first or last, in regard of time, or in regard of dignity or
chiefdom.

In regard of time: so we say the last day is the first day
of the week ; first in regard of time.

In regard of chiefdom; and so Paul saith,  Whereof I
am chief.” In the original it is: This is a true saying, that
Clhrist eame into the world to save sinners, whereof I am
the first; but we read it chief, because the chicf is the first.
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First is put for chief in scripture language; and so it is true,
many, many that are first in religion, ancient professors,
shall be last at suffering for the name of Christ, when it
comes to it; and many that are last in religion, novices in
religion, lately brought in, shall be the first in suffering for the
cause, and for the name of Jesus Christ. And so many that
are chief, and of great esteem in the world, that are first in
esteem, shall be last at suffering work; and many that are
last in esteem and of no account, shall be first to suffer for
the name of Jesus Christ.

A thing is said to be in Scripture, when it is declared to be,
when it appears to be. So in Acts xiii., speaking concerning the
resurrection of Christ: ¢ According as it is written, This day
have I begotten thee.” Why this day have I begotten thee ; why
was Christ begotten that day, the day of his resurrection ?
Christ was the eternal Son of God ; how is this, * This day have
I begotten thee,” to prove the resurrection? The apostle
explains it in Rom. 1. 4, by the resurrection he was mightily
declared to be the Son of God. So that in scripture phrase,
a thing is said to be, when it is declared to be and appears
to be. And accordingly now, many that are first, that ap-
pear to be first, shall in due time appear to be last in suffer-
ing work ; and many that appear to be last, shall in due time
appear to be first in suffering work for the cause of Christ,
and for the name of Christ.

Thus now in the general we hear what this means; more
particularly afterwards.

Secondly, But how may it appear that many that are first
shall be last, and many that are last shall be first in suffering
work, suffering for the name of Christ? (For I am not now
speaking of the thing at large, that many that are first shall
be last, and many that are last shall be first, in the general,
but in reference only to suffering.) How may that appear ?
Thus:

It is in the suffering part of religion, as in the doing part.
In the doing part of religion, many that are first shall be
last. Many that are great men in duty, and of great abilities
and gifts, shall be last; and many that are last, and weak
and low in grace, that you would think had no grace at all,
shall be first. It is said so in the next chapter, in the
parable : there it is spoken in regard of doing, here in this
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Scripture it is spoken in regard of suffering. Now in re-
gard of doing, so it is, I say.

Is it not a great matter for a man to frequent the ordi-
nances with delight ; to believe,and to repent, and to preach,
and to prophesy, and do many wonderful works, casting out
devils in the name of Christ? All these things in some
sense a man may do, and yet may fall short of heaven.

Possibly a man may attend upon the ordinances with de-
light. In Isaiah Iviii., ¢ Ye delight in approaching to me,”
ye unsound hypocrites.

Possibly a man may in some measure believe, and yet be
unsound. It is said of Simon Magus, that ¢ he himself also
believed,” in the Acts.

Possibly a man may repent in some sense, and yet be un-
sound. It is said of Judas, in Matt. xxvii., when he saw
what became of Christ, ¢ he repented himself, and carried
the money again.”

And in Matt. vii., they say, “ Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in thy name, and cast out devils in thy name, and
done many wonderful works in thy name?” And yet Cbrist
shall say at last,  Depart, I never knew you.” So that
many men go very far in the doing part of religion, and yet
fall short of heaven. If then, the first may be last in the
doing part of religion, why should it be a thing incredible to
us, that the first may be last in the suffering part?

The second demonstration of it, to clear it, is this:

If a man may spoil and lose all his former sufferings by
his after sins; and if a man may recover, repair, recompense
his former backwardness to suffer, by his after faith and
grace ; then presently the last may be first, and the first may
be last in point of suffering. So it is.

Possibly a man may lose all his former sufferings by his
after sins. ¢ Foolish Galatians (saith the apostle,) have ye
suffered so many things in vain, if yet m vain?” They fell
from the doctrine of grace, to justification by works; and
they lost all their sufferings by their after sins.

On the other side, Nicodemus was very backward to come
to Christ ; he © came by night 5 he was afraid to suffer; yet
afterwards, when Chnst died, he owned Christ openly:
and the Ioly Ghost sets a mark upon it, John xviii., “ This
is that Nicodemus which came to Jesus by night.” e did
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recompence his former backwardness to suffer, by his after-
faith. So that a man may lose his former sufferings by his
after sins; and a man may recover and recompense his for-
mer backwardness to sufferings, by his after faith and grace.

If a man may be a famous preacher of the gospel, and lose
much upon that account, and yet prove an apostate, a per-
secutor of the gospel; and if a man be a notorious persecutor
of the gospel, and yet afterwards prove a famous preacher of
the gospel, and suffer much upon that account : then possibly
the first may be last, and the last may be firstin point of suffer-
ing. Soitis, that a man may be a famous preacher of the gospel,
and lose much upon that account; and yet afterwards prove
an apostate, a persecutor. So it was with Judas. When
Christ sent forth his disciples, saying, ¢ Take no purse, nor
serip,” &c., Judas was among them, and left his purse &c., and
was no doubt a famous minister; yet after, he became a
most notorious persecutor, and headed the party that came to
take Jesus.

And always, as you may observe, the persecutors are head-
ed with some apostate; they have some apostate in the head
of them.

And on the other side, who doth not know what a notori-
ous persecutor Paul was, insomuch as he saith upon that
score, that he was “ the least of all the apostles, because he
persecuted the church of God:” and yet who doth not know
what a famous preacher of the gospel he was, and suffered
much upon that score. So then, the thing lies clear and plain,
that possibly the last may be first, and the first may be last in
point of suffering.

Thirdly, How and in what respect is this true?

It is true in regard of privileges and enjoyments: many
that are first in regard of privileges and enjoyments, shall be
last at the work of suffering for Christ; and many that are
last in privileges and enjoyments, shall be first in the work
of suffering for Christ.

Many that are first in privileges and enjoyments,
shall be last in suffering. Here is a young man comes
to Christ, and Christ loved him; and he saith unto
Christ, What shall I do fo inherit eternal life? Keep the
commandments, saith Christ. 1 have done it, saith he,
Aye, but saith Christ, One thing thou lackest ; go sell what
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thou hast, and give to the poor, and come and follow me, and
thou shalt have treasure in heaven.” And saith the text,
« He went away sorrowful, for he had a great estate;” he
was rich, he was a privileged man, and had great enjoyments,
for he was a rich man; and yet notwithstanding he was the
most backward for to leave all for Christ.

On the other side, the poor receive the gospel: and as the
poor do receive the gospel, so they hold it, and keep it and
suffer for it. So that it is true then in regard of privileges
and enjoyments.

This is true in regard of abilities : many that are first in
regard of ability, shall be last in suffering for Christ; and
many that are last in abilities, shall be first in suffering for
the name of Jesus Christ.

Many that are first in abilities. So the disciples, when
Christ said to them, ¢ Are ye able to drink of the cap that I
am to drink of;; and are ye able to be baptized with the bap-
tism that I am to be baptized with? Yea, Lord, (say they,)
we are able.” But when Christ came to suffer, it is said,
“ They all forsook him and fled.” First in point of abilities,
and last in point of suffering. But Mary, and a company of
weak women, cleaved unto Christ, and followed him to the
very last: the first were last, and the last were first. And
look into the Book of Martyrs: where do you find the mar-
tyrs growing? Do you find them growing upon universities ?
Few were scholars and doctors that were martyrs, but growing
in country towns and villages. So it is said of Origen, that
when he was a young man, about sixteen or seventeen years
old, his mother was forced to hide his very shirt from him, so
that he was ashamed to go into the streets, for otherwise he
would have gone to have suffered martyrdom. But after-
wards, when he came to be a great doctor, then he offered to
the idols; insomuch as they cried out, Origen hath sacrificed !
While he was weak and young, very forward to suffer; when
he was grown strong, and had abilities, then backward. The
last shall be first, and the first shall be last.

This is true, also, in regard of action, professional action.
Many that are first in profession, and of great performance,
shall be last in suffering for the name of Christ. And many
that have not been of so great profession and such high per-
formance stall suffer when it comes to it; they shall suffer

VOL. III. b
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for the name of Christ. You have an instance in the parable
of the stony ground ; it  receives the word with joy:” yet,
notwithstanding, when tribulation and persecution arise be-
cause of the word, by and by they are offended. So they
were high and first in profession, yea action too, and yet the
last in suffering.

So on the other side, you know the stories there that go
together: a certain man comes to Christ, and saith, ¢ Lord,
I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest.” Saith Christ,
“ The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests,
bnt the Son of man hath not whereon to lay his head.” Then
Christ comes to another, and saith to him, “ Follow me.
Lord (saith he), I must go bury my father. Why? let the
dead bury the dead.” What is the meaning of this but to
shew thus much, that the first shall be last and the last shall
be first in forsaking their worldly interests for Christ, and for
the name of Christ!

This is true also in point of resolution. Many that are
first in resolving to suffer shall be last to suffer when it comes
to it; and many that are last in resolving shall be first in suf-
fering. “Lord (saith Peter), though all men forsake thee, yet
will not 1.”  Bravely resolved! But though he was first in
the resolve yet he was first in forsaking Christ. ¢ The cock
shall not crow before thou deny me.” And you know how it
was with those two * in the Book of Martyrs: the one was a
very fat man, and he would burn, his grease should fry in the
fire for the name of Christ; the other was a lean man, and
he cries out, Oh, I am afraid I shall never hold out! But
when it came to it, the lean man was the martyr, and the fat
man would not burn. So that that is true in the point of
resolution.

And true it is, also, in the point of endurance and pain in
the work of suffering. And in that, many that are first in
the work of suffering shall be last in the reward, and many
that are last in the work of suffering shall be first in the re-
ward. ¢ Though I give all my goods to feed the poor, and
though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity,
it profiteth me nothing,” 1 Cor. xiii. 3. Possibly a man may
give his goods to the poor, part with his worldly interest to
the poor, and give his body to be burned, and yet want love.

* Pendleton and Sanders.
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So, then, the first in the very work of suffering may be last
in the reward. It is true in that respect. And so I have
done with that,

Fourthly, But then what is the reason of this, and how
comes this pass, that many that are first shall be last, and
many that are last shall be first in suffering work? There
are two reasons for it.

The first is drawn from God and his grace.

The second is drawn from ourselves and sufferings.

The first is drawn from God and his grace, thus: It is
God’s ordinary way in his dealings with his creatures, to set
those things and persons before that do stand behind, and
those behind that do stand before. As in printing, you do
not take the letters and place that first that is first in the
alphabet, but that which is first in the word ; as in zeal, z is
the first, but it is the last in the alphabet. And so God in
writing down the names of men in the book of life, he writes
down them that stand behind; the last letter first and the
first letter last. See it for instance.

When the Lord had to deal with men and angels, which
was the first in the creation ? The angels ; they were the elder
brother to man, they stood first: but when men and angels
had fallen, God he redeems man, and sets him before that
stood behind, and takes the fallen angels and sets them behind
that were first in the creation; sets them behind, and man
that was behind, he is brought before. So when God would
take a people to himself, what people did God take to be his
people? A poor, forlorn, despised people, the people of the
Jews ; and past over all the glorious nations of the world.

And when God would take a family out of that people,
what family did he take? The family of Jesse. And when
he would take a particular person, what person was it? Da-
vid the younger brother, that stood behind, and was among
the sheep: he that stood behind was brought before, and he
that stood before was set behind. That for the time of the
old testament.

So in the time of the new testament. The Jew stands
first, he had the hansel of the market, he had the hansel of
the gospel; Christ was born of them after the flesh; they
had the oracles of God; they stood first, the gentiles stood
behind; they called them dogs: * It is not meet to take the

x 2
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children’s bread and cast it to dogs.” Well, these gentiles
that stood behind, they are brought before; and the Jews
that stood before, they are set behind.

And what nation did God take out of the gentiles? Did
he take any great continent in America, where the gold and
the silver is? No, but “ the isles shall wait for thy law;” and
the “inhabitants of Kedar shall rejoice, and the inhabitants
of the rocks shall sing.”

And when God would convert these, whom did he make
use of to do it? He makes use of Paul, Paul the last of all
the apostles: the twelve apostles they stood first, but he that
stood behind, that was brought in last, that was born out of
time, he is taken to do the work.

And who are they that are converted to him? They are
babes and sucklings. “ Not many wise, not many noble,”
but babes and sucklings. ¢ Even so, Father, because thou
art so pleased.” This is the ordinary way of God: he takes
those things that stand behind and brings them before, and
takes those things that stand before and sets them behind.
And why doth he do so? Why,

Because “ he will shew mercy to whom he will shew mer-
cy.” Whom he will he shews merey unto, and whom he will
he hardens; and he orders things in such a way that no flesh
may glory. 1 Cor.i. “ But God hath chosen the foolish
things of the world to confound the wise, and God hath cho-
sen the weak things of the world to confound the things
which are mighty, and base things of the world, and things
which are despised hath God chosen, yea and things which
are not, to bring to nought things that are.> Why? ¢ That
no flesh should glory in his presence,” verse 29. God will
carry things in such a way as no flesh may glory either in
their doings or in their sufferings. And how will he order it
then? Therefore the first shall be last, and the last shall be
first, both in doing and in suffering, that no flesh may glory,
but that grace may be all in all. Whom he will he shews
mercy to, and whom he will he hardens. This is the first
reason, drawn from God himself and from his grace.

The second reason is drawn from ourselves and from our
sufferings, and it lies thus:

If there be a great deal of suffering that will come to little,
and if there be a little suffering that will amount to much,
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and come to much; then many that are last shall be first, and
the first shall be last in point of suffering.

Now so it is that there is a great deal of suffering which
will come to little, come to little account. Judas left all; and
it came to little. Alexander drawn out of the crowd in suf-
fering for Christ, and it came to little: “ Alexander the cop-
persmith did me much evil; the Lord reward him according
to his works.” His sufferings came to little. The poor
Christians that are taken slaves by the Turks, they lie in sla-
very ten years together rather than they will renounce the
christian religion, yet when they come out, oh, what drunkards,
and swearers, and enemies to God, and such as have nothing
of Christ in them. O, they suffer much, but 1t comes to
little ; they shall not be saved. So that I say there is a great
deal of suffering that will come to little.

On the other side, there is a little suffering that will amount
to much. A cup of cold water shall have its reward; the
mite that the poor woman gave, more than all the rest, saith
our Saviour. It was no great matter that Onesiphorus suf-
fered for Paul: saith Paul, “ Onesiphorus was not ashamed
of my chains; he sought me out diligently, and oft refreshed
my bowels : the Lord shew mercy to the household of One-
siphorus.” It was no great matter that he suffered, but it
did amount to much.

But you will say, How can this be, that there should be a
great deal of suffering that will amount to little, and a little
suffering that will amount to much ?

Both ways I answer.

If you ask now it can be that a great deal of sufferings
should come to little ?

I answer, It is possible that a man may lose that he may
gain. I am a minister, and have a living; and I may lose
my living possibly, that I may get a livelihood another way.
I may suffer and go to prison, that I may be maintained. 1
do not reflect upon any particular, but only to shew the
deceitfulness of our hearts in such a case.

And who doth not know, that a man may suffer from a
natural boldness and courage; and that he may suffer by
crowding in among good people that are in a suffering way ?

And who doth not know, that a man may suffer upon the
strength of education? As a Tark, a Jew, a papist, a pro-
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testant, may suffer in the religion that they are educated and
brought up in.

And who knows not that a man may suffer very much in a
way of merit? It is recorded of one, that he invited a
friend of his to dinner, that so he might show unto him his
hounds. And when he came, he shewed unto him a company
of poor people, and said unto him, These are my hounds
with which I do hunt for heaven. In a way of merit he
speaks. And we see how it is with a horse or a cow in pas-
ture that is eaten down ; if there be herbs or pleasant flowers
growing in the ditch that is full of water, the horse or cow
will reach and reach many times so far, that it falls into the
ditch. Truly there are many fine flowers grow in the suffer-
ing ditch, and many an unsound heart may reach so far, until
it falls into the ditch. As it is possible that a man may tread
a great deal of ground, and never come to his journey’s
end; so it is possible a man may tread a great deal of suffer-
ing ground, and never come to heaven, for there is a great
deal of dross cleaving to our best sufferings.

In a suffering time, then we are apt to be very froward,
and to be impatient, and to dwell more upon our own plea-
sures than upon God’s dishonour.

In suffering times, then we are very apt to forget our
former experiences, and to be unthankful for our present
mercies.

In suffering times we are very apt to boggle at the dispen-
sation, to fall foul upon instruments; to complain of God’s
dealings with us, and not of our own unworthy dealings with
God.

In suffering times we are very apt to look to the smart of
our sufferings, and not to the cause, or else to pitch upon
the wrong cause.

In suffering times we are very apt to wish that we had
never begun in the work of God; As Joshua and the elders,
when they smarted before the men of Ai: “ Would to God
we had stayed on the other side Jordan,” say they. Sowhen
men meet with the smart of afflictions in the way and work
of God, oh then, Would to God we had never meddled with
the work of reformation ; would to God we had been content
with our leeks and onions which we had before.

In suffering times we are very apt to comply and corres-
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pond with our enemies, and with God’s enemies; and to use
unworthy shifts to get out of trouble, as Abraham did, “ Say
thou art my sister.”” It is true she was his sister, but she
was his wife, and it was an unworthy shift for such a man as
Abraham was.

In suffering times we are very apt to tempt the Lord, and
to “ limit the Holy One of Israel,” and to say, ¢ Can God
provide a table now ? >  Can God provide a table for me in
this wilderness? Thus there is a great deal of dross cleaves
to all our sufferings, and therefore no wonder that a great
deal of suffering comes to little.

And on the other side, that a little suffering may amount
to much. I can give no other reason of it but this, God
hath a very gracious allowance for his people. As we use to
say, we bear with children when it is their weaning time.
Truly our suffering time is our weaning time : and God saith,
Bear with such an one, it is his weaning time. * You have
heard of the patience of Job.” Why I have heard of Job’s
impatience! True, but God did not measure Job in his
wallops, but when he was cold. As we do not measure milk
when it wallops and seethes, but when it is cold; so God
doth not measure Job in his passion, but when he was off the
fire, when he was cool. You say, the best gold must have
its allowance ; if it want a grain or two, it must have its
allowance. So all the suffering people of God must have
their allowance; and God hath a very great allowance for his
suffering people; and therefore this is all the reason that I
can give, why a little suffering shall go a great way. So then
put all together, and you have the doctrine cleared in all the
particulars of it.

If many that are first shall be last in point of suffering,
why then should we not all take heed how we suffer, look to
the manner of our sufferings, look to our hearts in suffering ?

He is a virtuous man, that doth what he should, as he
should. So he is not a true sufferer, that suffers what he
should, but that suffers what he should, as he should.
When we hear how far a man may go in religion, and yet be
unsound, and go to hell, then we should say, Good Lord, I
will then look to my heart in prayer, and look to my heart
in duty. So in point of suffering if many that are first shall
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be last, and the last first, then I will look to my heart in
suffering, if ever I be called to suffer.

If that many that are first shall be last in suflering work,
why then should we not walk humbly under all our suffer-
ings? ¢ The first shall be last, and the last shall be first.”
A man who hath prayed a prayer, or performed a duty, he
should do as one that hath written a letter ; why he will read
over the letter, and then he mends it, and then he looks over
the letter, and throws dust, dust, dust upon the letter. And
so a man when he hath performed any duty, he should look
over his duty, and throw dust, I mean humility and self-
denial, upon his duties. So should we do in regard of our
sufferings ; if ever we be called to suffer, read over our suf-
ferings, and throw dust upon our sufferings, walk humbly
under them; ¢ for many that are first shall be last,” in
point of suffering.

Why should we rest in what we suffer, and not press on
to that which lies before? The life of a christian is like the
life of a man in a cook’s shop, from one work to another.
Like the life of a husbandman, he ploughs and he harrows,
and he sows and reaps and threshes, and he never stands
still.  So the life of a christian, always at work. You know
what our Saviour saith, * If any man will be my disciple,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross.” What then;
take a stool and sit down? No; “ Let him take up his
cross and follow me.” Follow me after sufferings, not sit
down and rest there. When we have done all, still press
on to that which is before.

If many that are first shall be last in point of suffering,
why should we not take heed that we do not give in if ever
we be called to suffering? as it is said of the French, they
are fire at the first onset, but smoke in the issue.

So there are many that are rare men at a charge, and they
overcome in a skirmish, but they give in at the battle. But is
this true, that many that are first in suffering shall be last?
Oh, then why should we not take heed that we do not give
in if we be called to suffering ?

If this be true also, that many that are last shall be first
in the work of suffering; why should we censure or despise
some that are weak, that do drag, that do come behind, that
are backward, as we think, unto the work of suffering? We
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will not blame an apple-tree or a pear-tree that is winter-
fruit, because it doth not come so soon as other trees that are
surcmer fruit? So there are some men that are sooner ripe
for sufferings, and they are summer fruit; others that are
backward, and they are winter fruit, they do not come so
soon. The Lord hath many gusts of sufferings, and such an
one may be reserved for the second or for the third part.
Now as we do not blame the tree for bringing forth so late,
because it is a winter fruit; so why should we despise some
that are backward in our eyes, that hang and flag as to the
business of suffering? Why ¢ the first shall be last, and
the last shall be first.”

Why should any be afraid or be discouraged, because they are
weak and unfit to suffer ? As, many that are first shall be last,
so many that are last shall be first. As there is a great deal of
suffering that will come to a little, so there is a little suffering
that will amount to much. Therefore though you be unfit,
as you think, for this suffering work, yet be not discouraged.

But you will say, I am not afraid of suffering upon this
account, but I am afraid of my suffering because of my sin:
for now suffering times are come, and we suffer for our sins ;
and can any suffering that comes by sin, turn to a good
account ? If I did know that my suffering should turn to a
good account, I would never be afraid to suffer: but I fear
my suffering will not turn to a good account, because my
sufferings come by sin. Can any sufferings that come by sin
turn to a good account ?

I answer, Yea, through the grace of God. When the ark
was taken, were not the people in a sad condition? Yes,
¢ they lamented after the ark twenty years.” And did not
that condition come by their sin? Yes. Did that turn to
any good account? Yes, for Dagon falls down before the
ark, the Philistines’ own hands brought it home again, and
they give glory to God. So that it turned to a good account,

But especially that instance of David. There was a pesti-
lence, and many thousands died ; and did it come by sin?
Yes ; David numbers the pcople. Aye, but did it turn to
any good account ? Yes, for then the Lord told David where
his temple should be built. 2 Chron. iii. 1. David had a
great desire to know where God’s house should be built ; but
never was it told until now. So that thus this suffering
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turned to a good account, although it came by sin. Possibly
a suffering may come by sin, and yet, through grace, it may
turn to a good account.

But then the great question of all is, suppose thus : Sup-
pose there be such a great reward laid out for those that suf-
fer for the name of Christ; suppose there is a great deal of
suffering will turn to a little account; suppose there is a
little suffering will turn to a great account: how shall I so
order and manage my sufferings, as that my sufferings may
turn to a good account? Indeed this is a great question, and
worthy of all our consideration.

For answer unto this:

If you would order and manage all your sufferings so as
they may turn to a good:- account, be sure of this, that all
your sufferings be underlaid with godliness, personal godli-
ness and actual godliness.

With personal godliness. For if your person be not
accepted, your suffering will not: if you be not in Christ,
your suffering will come to little. As the tree is, so is the
fruit that grows upon the tree; if the tree be a crab, all the
fruit is but crabs. Anud if you be a crab, and not implanted
into Jesus Christ, your suffering will not be accepted.

And not only personal godliness, but actual godliness; so
as not to lie in any sin, either of omission or commission.
For any sin is a hole in the bag of our sufferings. If there
be a hole in the bag, all your money will run out. Surely if
a man lies in any sin, that sin is a hole in the bottom of the
bag, and all the profits of his sufferings will run out, though
he suffers never so much for Christ and for religion. There-
fore be sure that all your sufferings be underlaid with godli-
ness, personal and actual godliness.

If you would so order and manage your sufferings, as that
they may turn to a good account; then labour to get your
understanding clear, and your will free, in the matter and
business of sufferings. For though the thing that you suffer
for be never so right, yet if you have not a clear understanding
in what you suffer, your suffering will turn to little. And
though you have never so clear an understanding, yet if your
will be not free, it will turn to little. You know how it was
with Moses ; it is said, * He refused to be called the son of
Pharach’s daughter, and chose rather to suffer affliction with
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the people of God.” Why when was this? When he came
of years, Why when he came of years? Because then he
had discretion and understanding ; and the Holy Ghost would
shew, that he did what he did understandingly in the pomnt
of his suffering; and he did it freely in the point of his will;
for he “ chose rather:” choosing is an act of the will. So
that if you would have your sufferings turn to a good account,
labour to get a clear understanding in the matter of your
sufferings, and be very free in your will.

You will say to me, How can I be freely willing to part
with my house, or land, or liberty ?

Yes, you may be very free, and freely willing to part with
all in reference to the will of God your Father. Christ him-
self said, * Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from
me.” He was unwilling in regard of the thing itself he suf-
fered, but he was very willing in regard of the Father’s will;
and therefore he saith, “ Not my will but thy will be done.”
This is another thing: let your understanding be clear and
your will be free in the matter of your sufferings.

Take heed you run not into any suffering without a call,
nor rush out of that suffering without the same call from God.
Noah was in the ark ; and when the waters were abated from
off the earth Noah would not stir out of the ark. Why
would not Noah go out when the waters were abated? Why
as Noah had a call to go in, so he would have the same call
to go out. A man must not run into a suffering without a
call, and he must not rush out of it without a call. And
therefore you shall find Christ and the apostles, and all the
martyrs, that thus they acted ; they would hide, and go aside,
and avoid their sufferings ; but when they were in hold they
would not go out though the doors were open.  So that that
is the next thing: be sure of this, that you do not run into
sufferings without a call, nor rush out of sufferings without
the same call from God.

It you would order and manage all your sufferings so as
they may turn to a good account, then set all your losses upon
Christ’s head and upon Christ’s score, which you may do if
you do suffer for Christ’s cause; which you may do if you do
suffer according to Christ’s example; which you may do if
you suffer with the same spirit and disposition that Christ did
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and suffer in the strength of Christ: set all upon the head
and score of Christ.

If you would so order and manage all your sufferings as
that they may turn to a good account, then take heed that
there be no contradiction found in the way of your suffering.
A man may be very stiff, and stand out here, and yet he may
yield there. Saith the apostle, < If I build again what I have
destroyed I make myself a transgressor.” And, ¢ Blessed is
the man that condemns not himself in the thing that he al-
lows.” It is possible I may build that with one hand that I
may pull down with another. Possibly 2 man may be very
stiff, and stand out at such a thing, and yet he may yield
there. There may be contradictions found in the way of our
suffering. And let me tell you this, If it be thus, your suf-
ferings will come to little. 'Take heed that there be not con-
tradictions therefore found in the way of your sufferings.

If you would manage your sufferings so as they may turn
to a good account, then let your eye be more upon the public
good than upon your own private loss; more upon God’s
design than your own detriment; more upon God’s dishonour
than your own grievance or your own pressure. Itisgood for
a man to be spiritual and savoury in his suffering. Our
Saviour saith, “ Such worshippers the Father seeks,” &c.
And truly, I say, such sufferers doth the Father seek that suf-
fer in spirit and truth, whose spirits are savoury in their suf-
ferings. And when is that? When that your eye is more
upon the public good than your own private loss; more upon
God’s design than your own detriment; more upon God’s
dishonour than your own grievance and your own pressure.

If you would so order and manage all your sufferings, as
that they may turn to a good account, then let your eye be
upon that, and observe what that is that you have most de-
lighted in, and that your heart is most upon in this world ;
and give that up to God the first thing you do, for truly no-
thing is done till that be done. It is said of Abraham that
“ God tempted Abraham.” Divines observe that Abraham
met with ten temptations; but it is never said before that
God tempted him, until he spake to him to offer up his son
Isaac. Why there was his heart and his love and his delight.
And where doth a man’s temptation grow, but where his
Isaac is? he shall be sure to be tried there. Here was Abra-
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ham’s heart, here lay his temptation. And so, it may be, my
heart is upon my house, or upon my land, or upon my trade;
and I cannot part with this: I ean part with any thing else,
but when it comes to this I am ready to say, The good Lord
pardon me in this. Many say, I will not adventure to suffer
any further for the name of Christ, than I can secure my
trade, or my land, or relations; but when it comes to this, I
cannot part with these; I must have my trade, &c. Here is
a but comes in. Ananias and Sapphira they parted with a
great deal, but it came to little, because they had a reserve.
And so if we have our reserves with the Lord, our sufferings
will come to little. So that observe that you give that up
first to God that your hearts are most upon; for nothing is
done in suffering till that be done.

If you would so order and manage your sufferings as they
may turn to a good account, then let the load, and let the
weight and the burden of all your sufferings be drawn upon
the wheels of faith and love; those two wheels, of faith to-
wards God and love towards man, Saith the apostle, « By
faith Moses chose rather to suffer afflictions with the people
of God.” Howso? Why, “ by faith he saw him that is
invisible 5’ and so trampled upon visible things. And by
faith he had an eye to the recompence of reward ; and so over-
looked these things. And by faith he saw ¢ greater wealth
in the reproach of Christ than in all the treasures of Egypt.”
And so the three children, they suffered by faith, and it turned
to a good account.

And as for love, you know what the apostle saith, < If I
give my body to be burned, and want love, it profiteth me
nothing.”  So, then, as ever you desire your sufferings may
turn to a good account, let your faith towards God and your
love towards man be exercised. And let these be the two
great wheels that all your sufferings shall be drawn upon.

If you would order your sufferings so as they may turn to
a good account, then labour to be serviceable in and by your
sufferings. If ever God call you to a prison, labour to be as
serviceable in and by your suffering as ever you can. Peter
was in prison; What came of it? was there any converted?
No. Whyso? Peterslept. Aye but Paul and Silas they
sang in the stocks, and they preached in the prison, and there
is the jailor converted. They were serviceable in and by
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their sufferings and it turned to a good account. And there-
fore if you would desire that your sufferings may turn to a
good account, labour to be serviceable in and by your suf-
ferings as God calls you into,

When you have done all and suftered all, then say and
think in truth, that you are unprofitable servants, and let
your eye be wholly to the sufferings of Christ. Offer your
own sufferings upon the sufferings of Christ in reference to
your acceptance. For though you may have an eye to the
recompence of reward to encourage you to suffer, yet you are
wholly to look to the sufferings of Christ in reference to your
acceptance. And therefore when you have done all, think
and say you are unprofitable. Two men went up to pray,
and the one he was a pharisee, and the other a publican. The
pharisee he comes and praises God he was not as the publi-
can: I thank God I am not as this publican ; I fast and pray,
and I am not as this publican. Well, there comes the publican,
and he smites himself upon the breast, and says, I am a poor
sinner ; oh, the Lord be merciful unto me a poor sinner.
So, say I, two men go up to suffer, and there is one stands
and vaunts, and saith, I thank the Lord I am not so cowardly
and dastardly as these poor spirited men that dare do no-
thing; my flesh shall fry in the fire. But the other stands
at a distance, and saith, Oh, I am a poor creature; I am
afraid to suffer, and I am afraid I shall betray the cause of
Christ. Now, I tell you, this poor trembling soul that is last
shall be first, and he goes away rather justified.

If you would so order and manage your sufferings as they
may turn to a good account, praise God over your suffering,
and pray to God under your suffering. I put these two to-
gether—opraise and pray., This is a certain thing, those suf-
ferings shall turn to a good account that Christ blesses. How
shall I know whether Christ will bless my sufferings? Why
if T can bless God over my sufferings, God will bless my suf-
ferings to me. And then, are you called at any time to suf-
fer? go away rejoicing that you are counted worthy to suffer
for the name of Christ.

Yet, notwithstanding, not only bless and praise God over
your sufferings, but pray unto God under your sufferings.
And what should you pray for? Pray unto the Lord that he
would turn your sufferings unto a good account. - There is an



SER. 3.] IN EVIL TIMES. 319

old promise wrapt up in the apostle’s prayer: ¢ The God of
all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ
Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect,
stablish, strengthen, settle you,” 1 Peter v.10. So, then, have
you suffered a while? you may go, then, to God, as to the
God of all grace, and say, Lord, through thy providence I
have now suffered a while; thou art the God of all grace,
make me perfect, confirm me, stablish, strengthen and com-
fort me, and let all these sufferings turn to a good account.
Thus praise God under your sufferings, and pray over your
sufferings, and so shall you manage and order all your suf-
ferings as that they shall turn to a good account.

SERMON III.
THE WAY TO OBTAIN A SURE AND GREAT REWARD.

“ And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, that ye which
have followed me in the regeneration, when the Son of Man shall sit
in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judg-
ing the twelve tribes of Israel.

““ And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters,
or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name sake,
shall receive an hundred-fold, and shall inkerit everlasting life.”’—
Matt. xix. 28.

I~ this scripture we have our Saviour’s answer unto Peter’s
question propounded at verse 27, ¢ Behold, Lord, (saith
Peter,) we have forsaken all, and followed thee: what shall
we have therefore ?” Qur Saviour answers in the following
verses, and his answer is partly comfortable and partly cau-
tional. The cautional part I have spoken to among some of
you, from verse 30, “ But many that are first shall be last,
and the last shall be first.” The comfortable part I spake
unto the last Lord’s day in another meeting. And being
now desired to speak the same things unto you, considering
that they are of present and universal concernment. I shall
do it as briefly and plainly as 1 can.

The comfortable part of Christ’s answer, you have in ver.
28, 29, wherein our Saviour Christ doth shew what great
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reward those shall have that do suffer, or leave any worldly
interest for him, and for his name sake. Which reward doth
either relate unto the apostles or unto others.

It relateth unto the apostles in verse 28, « Verily I say
unto you, that ye which have followed me in the regenera-
tion,” that is, in the preaching of the gospel. Preaching of
the gospel is a regenerating work. The preaching of the law
is convincing work ; the preaching of the gospel is regenera-
ting work. “ Ye which have followed me in the regener-
ation,” in the great work of preaching the gospel, “ when
the Son of man shall sit on the throne of his glory, ye also
shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel.” That is their reward, peculiar and proper unto them.

The reward which is more large, extending unto all, verse 29,
and “every one,” not every ore gf you shall be rewarded that
are mine apostles; but, “every one that hath forsaken
houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife,
or children, or land, for my name sake, shall receive an hun-
dred fold, and shall inherit everlasting life.”” From whence
then I took up this observation; and you may observe from
the whole thus much :

That whosoever shall leave any worldly interest for Christ,
and for his name sake, shall be sure to be well rewarded.

He shall be well rewarded, for he shall have an hundred-
fold in this life, and everlasting life in the world to come.
And he shall be sure to be well rewarded, for he hath put a
verily upon it: ¢ Verily I say unto you: and every one that
hath forsaken houses,” &c. So then the doctrine is clear,
That whosoever shall leave or forsake any worldly interest for
Christ, and for his name sake, shall be sure to be well
rewarded.

For the clearing of this, First, We must inquire what it is
to leave any worldly interest for Christ, and for his name
sake.

Secondly, What the reward is that such shall have that do
so, and wherein it consists. And,

Thirdly, What assurance we may have of such a reward.

And first of all, If you do inquire what it is to leave any-
thing for Christ, forsake any worldly interest for Christ ?

I answer, That a man may leave and forsake a worldly
interest for Christ two ways :
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Either by his own will, or the wills of others.

We do leave and forsake a worldly interest by our own
wills, when we do voluntarily and freely deprive ourselves of
our commodity or satisfaction for Christ; as the apostles left
their ships and nets to follow Christ.

We do leave or forsake a worldly interest by the wills of .
others, when throngh their oppression or persecution, we are
deprived of our own commodity and satisfaction for Christ :
and that is called suffering.

Our Saviour Christ here hath respect to both, and in both
these respects it is true, That whosoever doth leave any
worldly interest for Christ, and his name sake, shall be sure
to be well rewarded.

But then still to clear it:

What is it to leave any worldly interest for the name of
Christ?” .

The name of Christ is that whereby Christ is made known
unto us; as the name of a manj is that whereby a man is
made known untous. A man is make known unto us by his
name; so Christ is made known unto us by his name. That
whereby Christ is made known unto us, that is his name.

Now Christ is made known unto us by his Spirit and by
the gospel.

By his Spirit be is made known unto us. For as God the
Father is made known unto us by Christ his Son, so Christ
is made known unto us by the Spirit: ¢ He shall take of
mine and shew it unto you,” saith Christ. And upon this
account therefore, when a man doth suffer any thing for the
Spirit, or for any working of the Holy Ghost upon his heart
or soul, then he is said to suffer for the name of Christ.
And upon this score it was that John the Baptist was ac-
counted a martyr of Christ, and enrolled among the martyrs
of Christ. John the Baptist, if you look into the story, did
not suffer for any gospel truth: John the Baptist suffered for
this, that he reprehended Herod’s adulterous courses: true,
but the Spirit of Christ put him upon it; and therefure being
stirred up thereunto by the Spirit of Christ, he is said to
suffer upon the account of Christ. So that, I say, the Spirit
of Christ is that whereby Christ is made known unto us;
and when a man doth therefore suffer for any work of the

VOL. IIL b
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Spirit of Christ, then he is said to suffer for the name
of Christ.

But Christ also is made known unto us by the gospel, as
by an outward means. The gospel is the name of Christ,
whereby Christ is made known unto us. Every truth is not
a gospel truth; it is possible that a man may suffer for a
truth, and yet not suffer for a gospel truth. But look when
a man doth suffer for a truth, which is properly the truth of
the gospel; then he is said indeed to suffer for the name of
Christ, whereby Christ is made known. Would you there-
fore know when a man may be said to suffer for the name
of Christ? Take altogether, thus: When a man doth suffer
for that whereby Christ is made known unto us, then he
suffers for the name of Christ. Christ is made known unto
us by the Spirit; he is made known unto us by the gospel.
Look therefore when a man doth suffer for the work of the
Spirit, which is properly the work of the Spirit; or suffer
for the truth, which is properly the truth of the gospel;
then plainly he is said to suffer for the name of Christ
and whosoever doth so, shall be well rewarded.

And then what is this reward that those shall have that
do leave any worldly interest for Christ, or for the name of
Christ ; and wherein doth that consist ? ’

The reward is great: and it will appear to be very great,
if you look into and consider this text and Scripture well.
For this reward it doth relate unto the apostles, or it relates
unto us; to all others that do leave any worldly interest
upon the account of Christ.

Now as for the apostles their reward is here set dov&n,
“That they shall sit with Christ on his throne.” When
Christ sits on his throne, ¢ the apostles shall sit on twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”” For the
clearing of this, only these two things :

1. What it is for the apostles to ““sit on twelve thrones
with Christ, judging the twelve tribes.”

And 2. whether are there any degrees of glory, seeing
that the apostles here seem to have a degree of glory given
them above other men.

And as for the first briefly thus :

When Christ shall sit upon the throne, they are said to
sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes; to note
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their communion and fellowship with Christ in his judicial
kingdom.

But whereas ¢ the saints shall judge the world ;” it is true,
the saints shall judge the world, and shall have communion
and fellowship with Christ in that great work of judging the
world. The apostles they shall sit as assessors on that day;
at the great assizes the apostles shall sit on the bench as
assessors, or as justices of the peace, by the judge; and so
shall have communion with him. Itis true, that all the
saints shall judge the world by their lives and by their con-
versations: but the twelve apostles shall judge the world
by their doctrine; not only by consenting to the judgment
of Christ as all the saints shall do; but in Rom. ii. 16. it
is said: “In the day when God shall judge the secrets of
men by Jesus Christ, according to my gospel.” So that
this is all that is here meant, That in the grand and great
assize, that kingdom and glory of Christ, the twelve apostles
they shall have a special fellowship and communion with
him above others.

But then, are there any degrees of glory? For it would
seem here that the apostles have some degrees of glory above
other men. Are there any degrees of glory ?

Yes, surely, there are degrees of glory. “For as one star
differeth from another star in glory, so shall the resurrection
be,” saith the apostle.

But though there be degrees of glory, all that glory that
the saints shall have in heaven shall be of one piece; for
there is no envy there. Envy! there is none in heaven.
And whence comes envy? We may see that among our
children or among men. If you have four or five children,
and make them clothes, if they be clothes made all of a
piece, they do not envy though one’s clothes be bigger than
another’s. But if they be not all made of a piece, or my
brother’s clothes are better than mine, or my sister’s clothes
are better than mine, there is envy ; but when theyare all of a
piece, they do not envy. So if you invite twenty men to dinner,
and they all eat of the same dish, there is no envy; but if you
have a meaner dish for those that sit at the lower end of the
table, say they, Indeed we sat at such a table but we had a
meaner dish: and so they envy. But if one man eat more
than another, yet if they eat of the same dish, there is no
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envy. Nowin heaven there is no envy ; for though there be
degrees of glory, yet it shall be all of a piece, and all of a dish.
But now though this glory in heaven shall be all of a piece,
and though there be degrees of glory in heaven, yet I do not
think this scripture to be understood of the degrees of glory
in heaven; for there is no judging of the twelve tribes in
heaven : Christ shall then at last give up his kingdom unto
the Father. This is spoken therefore of a glorious judg-
ment on this side heaven ; and it is here promised unto the
apostles above all others, as a reward suitable to them : for
they were twelve, preached to the twelve tribes; some
received the gospel, some did not; and therefore here is a
reward propounded suitable unto them. But thus much
for the reward that concerns the apostles, by the way.

Secondly, But then it will be said, What is the reward
that doth concern all those that leave any worldly interest
for Christ, or suffer for the name of Christ ?

Why that doth either relate unto this life, or unto the life
that is to come.

It relates unto this life; and then, saith our Saviour,
““There is an hundred fold” Look whatsoever that is that
you do lay out for Christ here in this life, you shall receive
an hundred fold for it even in this life. Here is a great
matter, and it is well worth our considering. Look whatsoever
you do lay out for Christ, whatsoever worldly interest you
do part withal for Christ, or lay out for Christ, that you shall
receive in an hundred fold even in this life.

And to make this out unto you; I confess it is a great
matter.

But first of all, to clear it, is it not a great matter for us
to be enriched with divine promises? One promise is worth
a world; he is rich indeed that is rich in promises. We
say a man may be a rich man, though he never have a penny
of money in his purse; he may have a great many bonds,
and we say he is rich man., I am sure that christian is rich
indeed that is rich in promises. Well, when comes the
promise? Look when a man doth forsake any worldly
interest for the Lord, then comes the promise. For that,
look into Gen. xii. and you shall see what a great promise
God makes to Abraham, verse 2: “I will make of thee a
great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great,
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and thou shalt be blessed.” Well, but when comes this
promise ? The first verse tells you: “Now the Lord said
unto Abraham, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy
kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto the land that I
will shew thee.”

Aye, but suppose that Abraham do so, what will the Lord
then bestow upon Abraham?

Why I will make of thee a great nation.

But if I go out of my country, Abraham might say, I
shall be scattered, and come to nothing, I and my posterity.

Nay, but “I will make of thee a great nation, and I will
bless thee.”

Aye, but everybody will say, I am a fool to leave my
country, and go I know not whither.

Nay, but “ I will make thy name great, and thou shalt be
a blessing.”

Aye, but I shall meet with divers enemies abroad, and
they will fall upon me and ruin me.

Nay, saith the Lord, “And T will bless them that bless
thee, and I will curse him that curseth thee.” See what a
great promise here is made. When did this promise come?
““So Abraham departed, as the Lord had spoken to him.”
Look when we do forsake any worldly interest for the Lord,
then comes the promise. Now is not one promise better
than any worldly interest, an hundred times better ?

But is it not a great matter to have the favour of God
the IFather, the heart of God drawn out unto us, to be amiable
and beautiful in the eyes of God the Father? Now look
when a man doth forsake any worldly interest for God,
then he is beautiful in the eyes of God: never so amiable
or beautiful in the eyes of God, as then. Take it thus:

Beauty raises persecution, and persecution raises beauty ;
they arc mutual causes.

I say, Beauty raises persecution. Persecution you shall
find doth always fall upon the beautiful piece of religion,
upon those that are the most beautiful picces of religion.
So long as Christ our Saviour lived, persecution lay upon
him, and not upon the apostles: when Christ was dead,
then the apostles were the most beautiful piece, and then
the persecution lay upon them especially. YWhen the apostles
were gone off the stage, in the primitive times the persecu-
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tion always fell upon the most eminent saints. Persecution
always falls upon the beauty of religion. In Matt. xiii. we
find that persecution is compared to the scorching of the
sun: “And when the sun was up they were scorcheds”
speaking of the stony ground; which is expounded in verse
21, by persecution: ¢ For when tribulation or persecution
arises because of the word.” The scorching sun here is
interpreted to be persecution. And you shall find that
the scorching sun falls with most prejudice upon the greatest
beauty ; the greatest beauty suffers most by the scorching
sun. Truly so persecution falls upon the beauty of religion ;
you may see it in Cant. i., there the spouse is described in
her beauty: “If thou know not, Oh, thou fairest among
women, &c. T have compared thee, O my love, to a com-
pany of horses in Pharaoh’s chariots. Thy cheeks are
comely with rows of jewels, thy neck with chains of gold.”
But saith she, at verse 5: “I am black but comely, O ye
daughters of Jerusalem, as the tents of Kedar, as the cur-
tains of Solomon.” Here is her beauty : what then? “ Look
not upon me because I am black, because the sun hath
looked upon me.” ¢ The sun hath looked upon me:” what
is that? Persecution: “My mother’s children were angry
with me.” The scorching sun of persecution hath fallen
upon my beauty. That is the thing I speak of, namely, that
persecution always falls upon the beautiful piece of religion.

And so on the other side, as beauty raises persecution, so
persecution raises beauty. A man is never more beautiful
in the eyes of God, than when he is persecuted for the name
of Christ, and when he doth leave and forsake a worldly
interest upon the account of Christ. You may see it in
Ps. xlv. 10: “Hearken, O daughter, consider, and incline
ear; forget also thine own people, and thy father’s house:
so shall the King greatly desire thy beauty.” See where
the beauty lies, in “forgetting of the father’s house:” in
leaving and forsaking a worldly interest upon the account of
Christ, here is beauty. Now is it not an hundred times
better to be beautiful in the eyes of God the Father and of
Christ, than to have a worldly interest? Certainly it is.

But then, is it not a great matter for a man to have com-
munion and fellowship with Jesus Christ in his sufferings ?
“If ve suffer with him, ye shall reign with him,” saith the



SER. 3.] IN EVIL TIMES. 327

apostle. Now we have communion and fellowship with
Christ in his sufferings, either at the Lord’s supper, or in our
sufferings for Clrist; but with this difference: we have
communion and fellowship with Christ in our sufferings for
Christ, “by filling up the sufferings of Christ:” we have
communion and fellowship with Christ in the Tord’s supper ;
but then we do not fill up the sufferings of Christ: but in
our sufferings for Christ we have communion and fellowship
with Christ, by filling up the sufferings of Christ. So that
here is a specialty of communion with Christ, by suffering
for the Lord Jesus. Now is it not an hundred times better
to have communion and fellowship with Christ in his suffer-
ings, than to have a worldly interest ?

Is it not a great matter to have the Spirit of God and of
glory rest upon us? You know what the apostle Peter
saith conceraing those that suffer for the name of Christ:
“The Spirit of God and of glory shall rest upon you,” as
the dove rested upon the ark; she %overed upon the waters,
but at last she rested upon the ark: so the Spirit of the
Lord 4overs over men, but rests upon the suffering saints.
Now is it not an hundred times better to have the Spirit of
God and of glory resting upon us, than to have any worldly
interest ? Certainly it is.

Is it not a great deal better to be filled and abound with
divine and spiritual consolations? Look when a man doth
leave any worldly interest for Christ, or doth suffer for the
name of Jesus Christ, then shall his heart be filled with
consolations. You see what is said for that in 2 Cor. i. 5,
saith the apostle: “ For as the sufferings of Christ abound
in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ.” Why now
is it not an hundred times better to be filled with inward
consolations, then to have a worldly interest by one? Cer-
tainly it is.

Is it not a great matter to us to have an assurance of our
salvation and of our election, to be sealed to us? Surely it
is a great matter. Now look when a man doth suffer for
the name of Jesus Christ, then comes the assurance, then is
the sealing time. When we do bear our testimony unto
Christ, then Christ bears his testimony unto us, that we are
his children ; when we bear testimony to the truth of Christ,
Christ bears testimony to the truth of grace in us. See
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what is said, Phil. i. 28 : “And in nothing terrified by your
adversaries, which is to them an evident token of perdition,
but to you of salvation, and that of God.” A token, and
of God; it is God’s token. But look into Acts ix. and you
shall see what the Lord saith unto Ananias concerning Paul.
The Lord said unto him, “ Go thy way, Ananias ; for he is
a chosen vessel unto me, to carry my name before the gen-
tiles, and kings, and the children of Israel”” Why? ¢“For
I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my
name sake.” So that suffering for the name of Christ seals
up our assurance, the assurance of our salvation, the assur-
ance of our election. Now is it not an hundred times better
to have the assurance of our election and of our salvation
sealed, than to have some particular worldly interest lying
by us? Certainly it is.

But is it not a great matter for us to reign with Christ a
thousand years? Such a thing there is promised in Rev. xx.
I will not now debate how and in what manner it shall be
made good; but this is certain, there is such a thing pro-
mised as reigning with Christ a thousand years. Who is
that promised to? verse 4, such as those that suffer for the
name of Christ: “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon
them, and judgment was given unto them. And I saw the
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus,
and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the
beast, neither his image, neither had received his mark upon
their foreheads, or in their hands ; and they lived and reigned
with Christ a thousand years.” Now is it not an hundred
times better to live and reign with Christ a thousand years
in the day of glory, than to have some particular worldly
interest together for the present? Sure it is,

Now put all these things together; why every one of
them is a great matter, but put them all together, and you
cannot but say we shall have a thousand fold in this life.

Aye, but, mark, the apostle tells us we shall have an hun-
dred fold in the same kind, in this life: how can that be ?

Why if you look into Mark x. you shall find that Mark
doth not say in so many words, that we shall have an hun-
dred fold in this life, in the same kind; but saith thus:
¢ Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, that there
is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sister, or
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father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake
and the gospel’s, but he shall receive an hundred fold new
in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers,
and children, and lands, with persecutions.” But he does
not say he shall have in the same kind, an hundred fold in
this life, and an hundred fold in the same kind. When
Peter left his nets and his fishing for Christ, Christ made him
a fisher of men; now that was an hundred fold in this life,
but not in the same kind. But to clear up this, take these
four or five considerations.

Consider this: Whatsoever God doth for us immediately,
that is an hundred times better than what what he doth for
us by means. Now look when a man doth forsake a worldly
interest for Christ, and puts himself upon Christ, Christ
will provide immediately for him. You may see it in Matt.
xv., there were a company that had followed Christ, and
had followed him so long that they were faint ; Christ would
not send them away fainting, verse 32,  Jesus called his
disciples unto him, and said, I have compassion on the
multitude, because they have continued with me now three
days, and have nothing to eat.” ¢ They have .nothing to
eat :” they had left their houses, they had left their own
victuals and their own provisions, and they had nothing to
eat; and, saith he, ¢I will not send them away fasting, lest
they faint in the way.” Well, what shall be done? Iere
Christ works a miracle : “ And they took up of the broken
meat that was left seven baskets full.” Do you think now that
ever these men made a better meal in all their lives? I am
persuaded it was an hundred fold better to them, than the
best meal they had in all their lives. And to shew that
Christ will rather work a miracle, than that those shall want
which leave ought for him. What Christ doth for us imme-
diately, that he doth fully and sweetly, and is an hundred
times better than that he doth by means.

Look what the Lord doth for our children and our pos-
terity, that the Lord doth for us, in scripture language.
In experience, what God doth do for our children and for
our posterity, that God doth for us. Now look whatsoever
that is that you that are parents shall leave for the name of
Jesus Christ, Christ will give it an hundred fold ; it may be
to your posterity. What shall we say to the second com-
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mandment? The second commandment you know is this:
“ Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image:” that is,
thou shalt not worship God by any means but that which
God himself hath appointed. Here all the inventions of
men are forbidden; here all the institutions of God are
commanded. Well, what doth God promise upon the
keeping of this? I will shew mercy to a thousand genera-
tions.” Stay a little: before he saith he will punish them
that break this commandment, to the third and fourth gene-
ration: “I will punish them that hate me, to the third and
fourth generation.” ¢ Them that hate me:” pray why,
why are those that break the second commandment said
to hate God ? It is not said upon the breaking of any other
commandment, that it is a kating of God, but upon the
breach ot the second commandment.

I conceive the reason essentially is this, because persecu-
tion grows upon the second commandment. Those that
hate the people of God, hate God. Now where doth the
hatred and persecution grow? Upon the keeping the se-
cond commandment ; not conforming to men’s inventions,
keeping close to the institutions of God; here is persecution
grows upon this commandment: well, saith God, I will
visit the iniquities of the fathers upon the children unto the
third and fourth generation of them that hate me.” But
as for those that keep this commandment: “ And shewing
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my
commandments.” Why doth he say commandments, and
not this commandment ?

The reason is this, because in the second commandment
all institutions are commanded; all the inventions of men
are forbidden. All the institutions of Christ come within
the second commandment ; and therefore, saith he, ¢ I will
shew mercy to a thousand generations of those that love me,
and keep my commandments,” Now here is 2 hundred fold,
in that mercy is shewn to a thousand generations. Well, what
God gives to our children, and to our posterity, that he gives
unto us.

A third consideration is this. Look what that is which we
have in effect, that we have in truth, though we have it not
in the formality. Now look whatsoever you do lay out for
Christ, whatsoever worldly interest you do part withal, and for-
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sake for Christ, that you shall have in effect. Why? because the
same affection doth still remain. I will express it thus: Sup-
pose you have a crab-stock, and there you plant a harvie, or
a pearmain, or a pippen; why the pippen is an hundred
times better than the crab would have been. Why it is the
same stock still, under the harvie, or pippen, or pearmain ;
only there is an apple planted that is an hundred times better
than the crab was. So now, you have a delight in the things
of the world; well you leave this delight for Christ; you
leave not the affection, but there is a better object plant-
ed upon the affection; and there being a better object
planted upon the same delight, thus you have the same thing
you part withal for the name of Christ in an hundred fold.

Look what that is that we have in a way of substitution,
that we have in truth, and in eftect, though we have it not in
formality. Now look what that is that you do leave for the
name of Christ, that you shall have an hundred fold in a way
of substitution. The apostles they left their houses ; Peter left
a house, it may be, or a fisher boat, for Christ : why he had
an hundred houses in a way of substitution, he had an hun-
dred men’s houses open to receive him ; and happy was that
Liydia that could receive the apostle. And this is that which
you have in Psalm xlv. 10., ¢ Hearken, O daughter, and con-
sider ; incline thine ear: forget also thine own people, and
thy father’s house.” What then? Why then, at verse 16.,
 Instead of thy fathers, shall be thy children, whom thou
mayest make princes in all the earth.”” Here now is the
same, in a way of substitution. It is true, it is not the same
in formality, but in a way of substitution ; here is that which
is an hundred fold.

Look what that is which we have in a way of satisfaction,
that we have in truth and in effect, though not in formality.
Look what that is that you do leave or forsake for Christ,
that you shall have in satisfaction an hundred fold more than
you had before. If you leave any thing for Christ, you shall
have an hundred fold more satisfaction in what you have
given for Christ, than what you keep for yourselves. So
that an hundred fold in a way of substitution, and an hun-
dred fold in a way of satisfaction. And thus you see how we
receive an hundred fold in tbis life : that whatsoever you do
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lay out for Christ here, you shall be paid an hundred fold ;
and how, and in what manner.

But then, what is that reward that we shall have in the life to
come? Suppose a man do leave a worldly interest for the
name of Christ, or that he do suffer for the name of Christ;
what is that reward that he shall have in the world to come?

Truly that reward is great, and I am not able to speak it;
it requires the unwearied hand and arm of eternity, to
tell over all the wealth of glory that the suffering people of
God shall have in the world to come. Only thus much I will
say, and briefly.

That reward you that are suffering saints shall have in the
world to come, it shall be an open reward : for, saith Christ,
“ he that confesseth me before men, him will I confess also
before my Father,” &c.

It shall be a comfortable reward : for saith the book of the
Revelations,  Then all tears shall be wiped out of your eyes.”
He doth not say, from your eyes, or from your cheeks; no
but they shall be wiped out of your eyes. So that the eyes
shall be then such a womb as shall never breed a tear again.
All tears shall be wiped not from your eyes, but out of your
eyes. So in Rev. vil.

As it shall be a comfortable reward, so an honourable re-
ward: for, saith our Saviour Christ, ¢ Be faithful unto the
death, and I will give thee the crown of life.” And

As it shall be an honourable reward, so a proportionable re-
ward, a reward proportionable to all your sufferings. You know
what the apostle saith, « These light afflictions which are but
for a momenf, work for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory.”

Will you say, Aye, but our afflictions are exceeding heavy.
Nay, saith the apostle, they are light.

But grant they be; to balance the account, you shall have
a weight of glory.

Will you say, They are long and tedious.

Nay, saith the apostle, they are but light.

But grant they be long and tedious.

To balance the account, you shall have “an exceeding and
an eternal weight of glory.”

And then, as it shall be a reward proportionable, so it
shall be a reward transcending: over and beyond proportion,
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over and beyond all expression, beyond all our apprehensions
or thoughts. Who is able to think or apprehend what the
“ inheritance of the saints in light is ;> that inheritance that
is incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away?
Look into Rom. vili.,  If ye be children, then are ye heirs,
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we
suffer with him.” See it hangs upon suffering; “ If so be
that we suffer with him that we may be also glorified toge-
ther.” Now,  if children then heirs.” All our children are
not heirs: well but all the children of God shall be heirs,
< heirs of God.” What is that? Some think that is to be
understood objectively, that they shall inherit God: and in-
deed, they have all things, that have him that hath all things.
< Heirs of God.” But take it efficiently, shall be God’s heirs,
and ¢ joint-heirs with Christ.” He doth not say, joint-pur-
chasers with Christ, but joint-heirs, ¢ joint-heirs with Christ.”
What shall Christ inherit? Why Christ is God the Father’s
heir; and he never displeased his Father; he will not disin-
herit him therefore. Look what God the Father is worth,
that Christ shall be worth: and look what Christ is worth,
that the suffering saints shall be worth : for they be  joint-
heirs with Christ.”

Lo here, here is an inheritance now, and here is the reward
that the suffering saints shallhave. Whata large inheritance
is here. Thisis that they shall have in the life to come. And
so you see what their reward is that lose or forsake any thing
upon the account of Christ, or suffer for the name of Christ.

Thirdly, But then, what assurance is there of this reward ?

I will go no further than the text: our Saviour Christ
here puts a verily upon it: verily : you have the word of
Christ for this reward. If an honest man make you a pro-
mise, you will believe him, especially if he saith, I protest
unto you. Why Jesus Christ hath protested this promise :
 Verily, (saith he) you shall have an hundred fold in this
life, and in the word to come, life everlasting.”

Well then, the question is, Why should those that suffer
for the name of Christ have such a great reward as this?
Why should those that leave or forsake any worldly interest
upon the account of Christ, why should those above all other
people be so well rewarded ? -

I answer : these above all other people, that suffer for the
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name of Christ, these are those that do honour Jesus Christ.
What is honour? Honour, it is the testimony of another’s
excellency. When I testify of another man’s excellency,
then I honour him. Now look when a man doth forsake a
worldly interest for the truth of Christ, then he testifies there
is an excellency in Christ: and the greater the worldly inter-
est is I do forsake, and the less the truth is I forsake it for;
the more do I testify there is an excellency in Christ: Christ
therefore will be sure to honour them, they shall be well re-
warded. .

These people of all other people, are the people that do
trust in the Lord before the sons of men: ¢ Oh how great is
thy loving kindness, which thou hast laid up for them that
fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them that trust in
thee, before the sons of men.”” Some trust in God, and be-
lieve in the heart, as they say, but they do not trust in God
before the sons of men. But now, when a man forsakes a
worldly interest, and doth suffer for the name of Christ, then
he trusts in the Lord before the sons of men: and therefore,
oh how great is the loving kindness of God that is laid up for
them.

But then, these above all other people that suffer for the
name of Christ : these are those people that are firm and fast
unto God. God loves a fixed spirit. God doth not love to
see a man unsettled in points of religion. Now when a man
will leave a worldly interest for the cause of Christ, and the
name of Christ, there is a fixation in such a man. And
therefore he of all other people shall be well rewarded.

These people of all other people, are the most opposed by
the grand enemy of Christ. Well, who is the grand enemy
of Christ in these days? Antichrist. Antichrist is the grand
enemy of Jesus Christ. Now these that suffer for the name
of Christ, are most opposed by the grand enemy of Christ:
and Christ will be sure to love them that are most opposed
by his grand enemy.

These of all other people, they are the people that over-
comers : how many promises are made to those that over-
overcometh :” a promise still is made to him that overcometh.

But how do we overcome ?

In Rev. xii. 11., “ And they overcame him, (that is, the de-
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vil,) by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their tes-
timony, and they loved not their lives unto the death.”
These of all other people, are the overcoming people. As
Christ overcame the devil, by being overcome ; so men over-
come, by being overcome. Those that suffer upon the ac-
count of Jesus Christ, when they are overcome by the world
in the view of the world, then they overcome. Now
Christ will be sure to reward them well that overcome. And
thus you see why these of all other people shall be so well
rewarded. And thus you have the doctrine cleared.

Now then by way of application.

If this be true, that whosoever doth leave or forsake any
worldly interest for Christ, and the name of Christ, shall be
sure to be well rewarded: why should not we be willing to
lose and to be lost for Christ?

Good friends, the time is coming when you may be called
to leave your trades, to leave your shops, to leave any world-
ly interest you have for the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
But is this true, that such shall be well rewarded? Why
should we not be willing then to lose and be lost, to suffer for
the name of Christ? Can you have a greater improvement
of your money? A man would think he improves his money
well that hath ten in the hundred, six in the hundred now:
but here is an hundred for one; not ten in the hundred, but
an hundred for one. If a merchant venture to sea, if he
could be sure to gain twelve in the hundred, he would think
he came to a good market. Why behold here is an hundred
fold in this life, and all this mnsured by Christ; ¢ Verily,
verily, I say unto you.” It is insured by the word of Jesus
Christ ; not ten, but an hundred ; not twelve in the hundred,
but an hundred for one even in this life. 'Who would not be
willing to suffer for the name of Christ? It is recorded of
Queen Elizabeth, that when she was in the Tower, she looked
out of a window, and saw a milk-maid go by singing; and
seeing her, Oh, said she, that I were a milk-maid, then I
should go singing. But when she came to the throne, she
reigned forty four years. Now had she known that she
should have been delivered from her imprisonment, and
brought to the throne, and there have reigned forty four
years ; she would not have wished herself a milk-maid ?
Beloved, we are assured of a great reward in heaven, an hun-
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dred fold in this life, and a great and glorious reward in the
life to come; and therefore when we come to suffer, shall I
peevishly say, Would I had been a milk-maid ; would I had
been born in a mean condition? Oh no, how willing should
we be to suffer for the name of Jesus Christ?

But some will say, I am not unwilling to suffer for the
name of Christ, so it be for the name of Christ, but there are
many false glosses put upon our sufferings.

Saith the adversary, man, friend, you do not suffer for the
name of Christ and the truth of Christ; but for sedition and
rebellion, and because you will not be obedient to authority:
and these and the like glosses are put upon the people of God.
And how can I be willing to suffer now ?

No indeed if these things be true: for the apostle saith
that ¢ we are not to suffer as evil doers.”

But T pray tell me, When did any of the people of God
suffer for the cause of God, but there were such glosses as
these? saith Haman, “ These are a rebellious people, and it
is not for the king’s profit to suffer them.” And so when
Christ himself suffered, he is not a friend to Ceesar but an
enemy. Well, then came the apostles, and when the apostles
came, what a guise was put upon their sufferings? These
are seditious, and “ these that turn the world upside-down
are come hither.” And do not you find in Seripture and
experience, that it is no new thing for men to persecute re-
ligion upon the account of religion ? ~ Saith Christ, ¢ For which
of my good works go ye about to kill me?” No, no, thou art
mistaken, we go not about to kill thee for thy good works but
because thou breakest the sabbath, &c. So that it is no new
thing to persecute religion, even upon the account of religion.

But then you will say, If it be so, how shall I be able to
know that I do truly suffer for the name of Christ? How
shall T be able in the midst of all these blinds and disguises ?
How shall I see through them all, that I may be able
to say, Nay, but in truth, I do suffer for the name of Christ?

Why, you have heard it in the general already; only a lit-
tle more particularly to open it.

If you do suffer for the work of the Spirit of God upon
your heart, the work that the Holy Ghost hath wrought upon
your heatt; if you do suffer for the truth, which is properly
the truth of the gospel ; whatsoever disguises men put upon
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your sufferings, plainly you suffer for the name of Jesus
Christ.

Again, if you suffer for the cause of Christ, for the ways of
Christ, for the ordinances of Christ, for the children of Christ,
for the liberty which Christ hath purchased for you; then you
do suffer for the name of Jesus Christ.

But if you do suffer for the worship of Christ, as it is dis-
tinguished from Jewish worship, from antichristian worship,
from worldly worship, then you suffer for the name of Christ;
for the worship of Christ, is the name of Christ: and all na-
tions go forth in the name of their God. Now if you do suf-
fer for the worship of Christ, as it is distinguished from
the Jewish worship, from antichristian worship, from
worldly worship; then you do plainly suffer for the name of
Christ.

The worship of the Jews, and the way of the Jews was
national; but the worship of Christ and the gospel is con-
gregational.

The worship of Christ is distinguished from antichristian
worship: for that is human, and by human inventions;
but the worship ot Jesus Christ is divine, and from heaven.

The worship of Christ is distinguished from the worship of
the world, for that is pompous, that is ceremonious; a carnal
worship like unto the world itself; but the worship of Jesus
Christ is plain and simple. Such worshippers doth the Fa-
ther seek, as worship him in spirit and in truth. Now if you
do suffer for the worship of Christ, as it is distinguished from
the worship of the Jews, antichrist, and of the world; then
you do certainly suffer for the name of Christ.

If you do suffer for the not doing of that, which Jesus
Christ hath justified his own disciples for the not doing of
then you suffer for the gospel, and so for the name of Jesus
Christ. Now look into Matt. xv., and you shall see what
Christ did justify his disciples in. And the scribes and the
pharisees came to Christ, and they say unto him, ¢ Why do
thy disciples transgress the tradition of the elders ?” What
is that? ¢ for they wash not their hands when they eat
bread.” Why that is an indifferent thing ; surely the disci-
ples would not stand off for an indifferent thing. Yes, that
they did, aye, and Christ justified them in it,

But this was hatched with the tradition of the elders of the

VOL. II. z
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church, and surely they would not stand off now. Yes, that
they did, and Christ justifies them in it, for Christ said,
“ Why do you also transgress the commandment of God by
your traditions ?* So that if you do suffer for not doing that,
which Jesus Christ hath justified his disciples for the not do-
ing of; then you suffer for the gospel, and for the name of
Christ.

If two things be laid before you, and there is sin on the
one hand, and on the other hand there is suffering for Christ:
sin on the one hand, and suffering on the other: if now you
choose rather to take up the suffering, than to commit the
sin; you do plainly suffer for the name of Jesus Christ. And
therefore look whatsoever the reward is, that great reward is,
which they shall have that suffer for the name of Christ; all
that reward is yours. Be of good comfort, all that reward is
yours. Oh, and if ever you be called to suffer for the name
of Christ, go away rejoicing that you are accounted worthy
to suffer shame, or any thing for the name of Jesus Christ,
Oh, what great encouragement is here from this great rewarder.
Who would not be willing now to suffer for the name of Je-
sus Christ.

But you will say to me, What shall we do that we may be
willing to suffer for the name of Christ? for I confess I
am very backward and unwilling to suffer for the name of
Christ.

Do you say so ?

But it may be you are not convinced that is for the name
of Christ.

But are you sensible of your unwillingness? Why, I used
to say thus, he is not far from grace that is sensible of a con-
trary evil: and that is a true speech, he is not far from hu-
mility that is sensible of pride ; he is not far from faith that
is sensible of unbelief. So he is not far from being willing
to suffer for the name of Christ that is sensible of his own
unwillingness.,

But now suppose that for the present you be very unwilling
to suffer for the name of Christ,

You may know this, that willingness to suffer for the name
of Christ, is part of our suffering grace ; and suffering grace
is given upon suffering ground : “ Unto you it is given not
only to believe, but to suffer.” The opportunity to suffer is



SER. 3.] IN EVIL TIMES. 339

is the gift of God. The will and heart to suffer is the gift of
God. And the strength to suffer is the gift of God. These
are three gifts in one gift. o

But when is this suffering grace given ?

It is given upon suffering ground : in tkat kour there shall
be wisdom given you: well, to be willing to suffer for the
name of Christ is part of our suffering grace; and therefore
when you come upon the suffering ground, then you shall
have the suffering grace.

Aye, but you will say, Indeed I find my heart extremely
backward to suffer for the name of Christ. Whall shall I do,
that I may be willing now for the present to suffer for
the cause or the name of Christ? Here are divers directions.

Whensoever you do receive any thing from God, when you
do receive it, then engage your hearts to offer it up unto God,
when God calls for it again, to lay it out for God. And if at
any time you find your hearts willing, then pray to God and
say, The Lord continue this in the thoughts of my poor heart
for ever : whensoever you receive, then engage, and keep this
engagement fresh upon your hearts.

Train up yourselves in leaving and forsaking a worldly in-
terest for the name of Christ; the gospel calls for this work
daily : for you know the parable : ¢ A certain man made a great
feast, and invited many ; and sent his servant at supper-time
to say to them that were bidden, Come for all things are now
ready. Andthey all with one consent began to make excuse.
One said, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go
see it: another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen,
and I must go prove them ¢ another said, I have married a
wife, and therefore cannot come.” All these were excuses.
But we should daily be parting with a worldly interest for the
gospel and name of God. It was a true speech of Mr.
Greenham, He will never be able to suffer by a papist, that
cannot suffer from a protestant. Train up yourselves every
day ; daily you must meet with one temptation or another,
therefore be daily training yourselves up in this work of
leaving and forsaking your worldly interest for the Lord Je-
sus Christ.

Use the world as if you used it not, for the fashion of this
world passeth away. He that is glued to the world, will
never leave and forsake much of the worldly interest for the

z 2
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name of Jesus Christ; the more a man’s heart is glued to the
world and the things thereof, the more unwilling he will be
to part, with a worldly interest for Jesus Christ. Therefore
let him that uses the world, be as if he used it not; he that
marries, as if he married not; and they that weep, as if they
wept not ; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not ;
and they that buy, as though they possessed not; and they
that use this world, as not abusing it; for the fashion of this
world passeth away. Witness the revolution of these latter
times.

Study Christ crucified much. Let me say this to you, and
to myself, and I pray consider of it, the more frequently and se-
riously we do think on Christ crucified, and what Christ did
leave and forsake for us, the more willing shall we be to leave
and forsake any worldly interest for Jesus Christ. I should
think thus: What, shall Christ leave his heaven for me, and
shall not I leave my earth for him; what, shall Jesus Christ
leave the bosom of his Father, and that sweet relation for me,
and shall not I leave the bosom of my relation for him ; what,
shall Jesus Christ suffer for me a cursed death, and shall not I
be willing to suffer a blessed death for him? The death of
Christ hath blessed our death: Christ hath saffered a cursed
death for us, and our death is made blessed by the death of
Christ. And shall Christ suffer a cursed death for me, and
shall not I be willing to suffer a blessed death for him?
Think much of what Christ hath left for you, and then
you will be willing to forsake any worldly interest for him.

Get your hearts filled with the divine sweetnesses of the
ordinances. O Lord, saith Austin, when once thy sweetness
came into my soul, how sweet was it to me to want my own
sweetnesses. Oh, when the sweetness of God shall come in-
to our souls, this begets love; and much water cannot quench
love. Go therefore and labour to get your hearts filled with
divine sweetnesses.

Whatsoever you do now in a way of service, do it because
your Father wills it. If you do therefore serve God now he-
cause your Father wills it ; then when you come to suffer, you
will willingly suffer, because your Father wills 1t. So that now
use yourselves to this, to serve all your service upon this
score, because my Father wills it.

Take heed that you do not stand lessening of a sin, or of
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an error, and greatening of a suffering. What is the reason
that many are so unwilling to suffer? The reason of it is
this : they lessen the error and the sin in the yielding; and
they aggravate and greaten the suffering. Oh, saith one, is
this a great matter, to yield in such a thing as this, it is an
indifferent thing; but if I do not yield, I am undone for
ever. But take heed of this, that you do not lessen the sin,
and aggravate your suffering: for you will never be willing to
suffer for the name of Christ, if this be your way.

If you would be willing to suffer for the name of Christ,
then go unto God in prayer, and pray unto God for boldness ;
and go to your friends, and beg of them to pray for you. I
remember when Latimer was to suffer, he called upon his
friends, Pray friends, pray for me; for sometimes, though I
am as bold as a lion, yet at another time I am so afraid, as I
could run into a mouse-hole. Therefore say, Come, oh my
friends, 1 have a cowardly heart of my own, and am unwil-
ling to suffer for the name of Jesus Christ: oh, friends, pray
for me, and go to God and pray for boldness: for you see
how it was in Acts iv., they told their own company what the
priests said to them, “ And now, Lord, (say they) behold
their threatenings :” and what did they pray for? *¢ Grant
that with all boldness we may speak thy word.” And what
was the issue? in the next verse: ¢ The room was shaken,
and they were filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the
word of God with boldness.” God answered their prayer pre-
sently. Therefore if the enemies threaten,and you are afraid
to suffer for the name of Christ, get together, and in the
midst of all your petitions, put up this to the throne of grace,
O Lord, give us boldness.

If you would be willing to suffer for the name of Christ,
oh, then read over the sufferings of others, and how others
have offered up their worldly interests to the name of Christ;
and by reading their sufferings, you will be made willing to
suffer as they were:  having such a cloud of witnesses,”
saith the apostle ; he speaks of suffering-saints.

Improve all your afflictions to the mortification of your
mind, and of your will. Take this for certain truly, the more
your own mind and will is alive, the more you will be unwil-
ling to suffer for the name of Christ. Well, how shall I mor-
tify my own will? Afflictions will help you do it. Affliction !



342 SEASONABLE TRUTHS [Ser. 3.

What is affliction? Affliction is all that that is contrary to
one’s will ; thereby God eats out the core of our wills.
Whensoever therefore you meet with any affliction, pray over
it, and beg that God would eat out the core of your wills
thereby : and the more the core of your wills is eaten out,
the more willing will you be to suffer for the name of Jesus
Christ.

And then to draw to a conclusion, that you may be willing
to suffer for the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, lay these
things and this great reward wishly upon your hearts, and
thereby you will be made more willing. You see how it is
with a man that is going to court, he rides through this
plash, and the other plash; I am going to court, and there
I shall be made a man, if I get but thither. Why, truly we
are going to the court of the King of kings, and these suffer-
ings that we meet, are the plashes by the way. But chris-
tians there is enough in heaven to pay for all. Luther said,
Let him be miserable, that can be miserable. So you that
suffer for the name of Christ, you cannot be miserable,
Christ hath pronounced you blessed, and you shall be bles-
sed: and you see what a reward here is in the text, “ An
hundred fold in this life, and in the world to come life
everlasting.”

I shall only say, this is the parting speech, there is no
loss in losing for Jesus Christ; whatsoever you do lose for
Christ, you shall find it infinitely in Christ: Christ and a
little, is a great deal. The only way to have a mercy, is to
be content to go without it. And the only way to prevent a
misery, is to be willing to endure it, Now therefore, if you
would prevent suffering, be willing to suffer for the name of
Jesus Christ.

And thus you see what the means are to be made wil-
ling. And so I have done with this answer of Christ.
In this part of the answer you see how we may be made
willing to suffer for Christ; and on the cautional part, some
of you heard how we should so order our sufferings, as that
they might turn to a good account,.

Now, “ He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.”
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SERMON 1V.

THE TWO WITNESSES, THEIR TESTIMONY,

« And I will give power unto my two witnesses,” &c. Rev. xi. 3.

«Anp I will give power unto my two witnesses ;” that
is, unto the inner court, and those that worship there, spoken
of before. The whole church of God under the name of
the temple, speaking in the Jewish language.

The whole church of God under the name of a temple
is divided into the outer and the inner court. The inner
court is measured, and the altar, and those that worship
there, in verse 1.

The outward court is left out and given unto the gentiles,
and they tread down the holy city forty and two months,
verse 2. But, saith Christ, “ I will give power unto my two
witnesses :” that is, unto the inner court, and those that
were measured, of which he had spoken before,

Called witnesses. No sooner is the holy city trodden under
foot by the gentiles, but Christ’s witnesses do begin to bear
their testimony to Christ.

The witnessing time is divided into three parts: A pro-
phesying time. The time of their prophecy from the 3rd
verse unto the seventh.

The slaying time, from the 3rd verse unto the 11th,

The rising time and restoring time, from the 11th verse
unto the 14th. So that in this scripture that I have now
read, you have the state of the church prophesying, or
witnessing fin the days of antichrist, called witnesses: who
are here described,

By their number fwo. “ 1 will give power unto my two
witnesses.”

By their work and office: “ And they shall prophesy.”

By their mournful and sad habit and condition, and the
time thereof, “They shall prophesy 1260 days clothed in
sackcloth.”

By their quality. « These are the two olive trees, and
the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth,”
verse 4.
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By their guard and by their defence. ¢ And if any man
will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and de-
voureth their enemies,” verse 5.

By the great things that they shall do in the latter end of
their prophecy. ¢ These have power to shut heaven, that it
rain not in the days of their prophecy, and have power over
waters to turn them into blood,” &c. So that now from all
this, I take up this one observation :

Though the saints and faithful witnesses of Jesus Christ
must lie in sackcloth 1260 days, or years, yet in that time
they shall be very fruitful, and prophesy, and do great things
in the end of those days.

For the clearing whereof five or six things will fall under
our consideration.

First, Why the saints and people of God are called wit-
nesses.

Secondly, What these witnesses are; more especially in
respect of their number and quality.

Thirdly, How and in what respect they are clothed in
sackcloth, and how long.

Fourthly, What this prophecy is, and how it comes to pass
that they prophesy in the time of their sackeloth.

Fifthly, What is their defence and guard wherewith they
are guarded and defended in the days of their prophecy.

Sixthly, What are the great things that they shall do in
the latter end of their prophecy. I shall run through these
particulars as briefly as I may, And,

First, If you ask why the saints and people of God are
here called witnesses,

1 answer, Because it is their work and business to bear
witness to the truths and ways of Christ, in opposition to
the ways of antichrist. If you look into this book of the
Revelations, you will find they are so described, by bearing
witness unto the ways and the truths of Christ, in opposition
to the ways of antichrist. TFor look but a little into this
book, and you shall find that there are two sorts of people
that are marked. The followers of the beast are marked,
and the followers of the Lamb are marked in their fore-
heads.

The followers of the beast are marked, in Rev. xiii. 16 :
“And he caused all, both small and great, rich and pocr,






