THE

UNITY OF THE BODY OF CHRIST,

AND THE DUTIES

THE MEMBERS OWE ONE TO ANOTHER.

BEING

THE SUBSTANCE OF SEVERAL SERMONS
PREACHED ON

1 Con. x. 17.

For we being many are one bread and one body : for we are all
partakers of that one bread.

OxE great reason why communions do so little good, is, that com-
municants are so little concerned in one another for their spiritual
welfure. And this hath its rise from their not discerning, and seri-
ously laying to heart the spiritual relation there is among them, by
them avouched and publicly testified by their partaking of ome
bread at the communion-table. People readily have some notion
that it is a communion with Christ; but few consider that it is a
communion of saints, and what duties flow from it as sach. I would
therefore lay this matter before you, in order to pursue the benefit
of our late solemn occasion.

The scope of these words is to show, That those who partaked of
idolatrous feasts were by that action declared ome body with ido-
laters. This is proven by a parity of reason, viz. that those who
partake of the Lord’s table declare themselves one body with the
saints. In the preceding verse he shews the nature of the sacra-
ment of the supper; it is the communion of the body and blood of
Christ ; a sign, seal, and appointed means of our joint feeding on a
slain Saviour, like so many eagles on the slain body. Here he
shows the nature of the society of saints, for whom it is appointed,
viz. that they are one body, viz. the body of Christ; and therefore
being united to him, they have certainly communion in his body and
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blood. For we being many are one bread and one body : for we are
all partakers of that one bread.

In the words are two things.

1. The spiritual conjunction and communion of saints among
themselves asserted; We, many, §c. He speaks of the whole multi-
tude of believers. They being many particular saints, some men,
some women, teachers, tanght, weak, strong, are yet so joined, and
have such intimate union and communion one with another, that they
are one bread, i. ¢. one body represented by the one sacramental
bread. If ye ask whose is that body ? or who is the head of it?
Tt is Christ’s 1 Cor. xii. 27. “ Now ye are the body of Christ, and
members in particular.” Not his natural body, but his mystical
body : and therefore the many are not such as meet at one commu-
nion-table in onme congregation, but all the members of Christ’s
mystical body through the world, for Christ has but one body: and
as many grains do make up but one sacramental bread, so they
being many do make up but one body.

2. This spiritual conjunction and communion of saints among
themselves, inferred from their all pertaking of that one bread ; For
we being many are one bread, &§c. By that one bread is meant, that
bread which is exhibited in the sacrament, viz. both the invisible
bread, which is Christ himself, and the visible bread which we take
into our mouths, the latter the sign of the former. Believing com-
municants partake of both : they partake of that bread, which is the
Lord; so are all united to, and hold communion with the head as
members, and therefore are one body among themselves: they par-
take of the sacramental bread, which is an instituted sign of the
other, and thereby profess their communion with Christ the head,
and consequently their communion with the saints, as members of
the same body with them. And in this last, hypoeritical communi-
cants join with them, by their partaking, declaring, and avouching
themselves to be of the communion of saints of the mystical body of
Christ, and binding themselves to the duty of that communion ; al-
though in reality they are not so, as not partaking of the invisible
bread, which is Christ the Lord. The case is the same as to bap-
tism. “For by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles.” 1 Cor. xii. 13.

The point to be handled is this doctrine.

Docr. There is a communion of saints among themselves, as being con-
Jjoined into one mystical body of Christ, declared and avouched by
partakers of the sacraments, especially that of the Lord’s supper, every
one for themselves.

There are two parts of this doctrine. One is, That there is such a



ON CHURCH COMMUNION. 593

strait and intimate communion and conjunction among the saints,
that they are really and traly one body mystically, however many
they be. The other is, That one’s partaking of the sacrament is a
deelaring and avouching himself to be of that communion. By a
communion I mean a society having a common interest in things.

I. I'shall enquire into the nature of the communion of saints as
one body. And,

1. Who are the members of this communion—of this happy so-
ciety the body of Christ ¢ There are two sorts of members of it,
some in shew only, some in reality. As to the former 1 offer two
things.

(1.) The openly wicked and profame, amongst whom must be
reokoned the grossly ignorant, and all such as have no form of god-
liness, are not so much as visible or apparent members of the com-
munion of saints. They are excluded from the communion of the
the saints above, Gal. v. 19—21. “ Now the works of the flesh are
manifest—adultery, fornication, &c.—of which I tell you before, as
I have told you in time past, that they which do such things shall
not inherit the kingdom of God.” From the communion of saints
below, Aots xxvi. 18. “To open their eyes, and to turn them from
darkness to light—that they may receive inheritance among them
that are sanctified”’—and visibly belong to the devil’s family, John
viii. 4. 'What though they have been baptized, and are yet in the
visible church, they have in effect renounced it, Rom. ii. 25. ¢ But if
thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumecision is made uncircumei-
sion.” For though they were baptized into this ome body, 1 Cor.
xii. 13, yet they will have no communion with that body, nor the
head of it. Though they got on Christ’s mark of baptism in their
infancy, they have now got the devil’s mark on above it. So Rom.
ii. 25. therefore not to be admitted to the Lord’s table, Matth. vii.
6. “ Give not that which is holy unto dogs.”

(2.) Masked hypocerites are seeming visible members of this com-

" munion, but not real members of it. They are brethren of the saints,
but only half brothers, Can. i. 6. false brethren, Gal. ii. 4. They
are among them, and communicate among them, bat they are not of
them, 1 John ii. 19. They want the wedding-garment; and though
the servants cannot but admit them as visible saints, the Master
will throw them out, as none of that communion in his sight,
Matth. xxii. 12.

Hypocrites belong to the mystical body, as a branch bound up,
but not knitting with the stock belongs to the tree, or as a tree-leg
belongs to the body ; but not otherwise. See the case of these mem-
bers in these three things.
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1. They are useful for the mystical body of Christ with their gifts
as the tree-leg with its strength to the natural body. So was Judas
and Damas, &o. Graceless well-gifted ministers and professors,
they may have a mouth to speak for truth, ay and hands to act for
it too, and the profit redound to the saints, not themselves, who have
no heart to embrace it in reality; and to adorn the communion as
long as they keep green, as such branches do the tree, by which God
is honoured before the world, Psal, Ixxxi. 16.

They are under the particular care of the body, as the tree-leg—
and the branch under the gardener’s inspection. Hence they get
their gifts increased for the good of the body, are preserved from
many snares they would otherways fall into if they had nothing at
all to do with the communion of saints, as may appear from the
way they go when they turn apostates. They fare the better they
are in good company. But,

3. They are laid aside at length, as the branch, John xv. 2. and
the tree-leg, if not before, yet at the time when the body goes to
rest, Psal. cxxv. 5. Though the living leg be broken, so crazed that
for the time it can be of no discernible use for the head, nor for the
other members of the body, it is not cast by, nor separate from
the body, but its weakness borne with, and it healed at length.
But the tree-leg goes for altogether.

As to the latter, there are three sorts of these real members.

1. Real members in God’s design, but not yet formed. These are
all the elect, who are yet to be born, or yet to be born again, and
we cannot have a full view of the body without eying them, Eph. i.
10. ¢ That in the dispensation of the fulness of times, he might ga-
ther together in one all things in Christ.—They shall all of them be
formed at length, all conjoined unto the body, and they all belong
to the perfection of the body, for carrying on of which the ministry
is appointed, Eph. iv. 11—13. For the body of Christ is all the
eleot knit to him as the head, Eph. v. 23. ¢ For the husband is the
head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the Church.”—

2. Real members already perfected, at least as to their souls.
These are the saints trinmphant, who are with us members, fellow-
members of the body of Christ, though glorified ones. Therefore,
Heb. xii. 22, 23. ¢ But you are come—to the general assembly and
church of the first-born—and to the spirits of just men made per-
fect.” Even they, as high as they are, are of this communion of
saints, of the same family of heaven with us militant on earth,
though they are in the upper rooms, and we in the lower, Eph. iii.
16.

3. Real members formed, but not perfected yet. These are the
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saints on earth, even all of them upon the face of the earth, what-
ever particular visible charch they belong to: at whatever distance
they are one from another, though they mever saw, nor mever will
see one another’s face till they come to meet in glory, they are all
one body, all members of that ome body of Christ, 1 Cor. xii. 12.
 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the mem-
bers, being many are one body, 8o also in Christ.”

These last are they whom our text speaks of, as one body partak-
ing of the sacramental bread, viz. the body of Christ, as to that part
of it which is on earth; and of this we speak. So there is a com-
munion of saints on earth, and all the saints are members of it:
wherever they dwell, whatever lesser points of doctrine, worship, &e.
they differ in, they have communion with one another, as being all
conjoined into one body.

II. Wherein this communion of saints comsists; or how they are
one body. )

1. they have all one head, viz. the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the
head of all the saints, Eph. i. 22. 23.—* And gave him to be the
head over all things to the church, which is his body.”—They are
all united to him by his Spirit, 1 Cor. vi. 17.—* He that is joined to
the Lord is one spirit.” And from him as their head, they derive
vital influences, Col. ii. 19. * From which all the body, by joints and
bands, having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth
with the increase of God.”” There may be great difference betwixt
members, in respect of growth, liveliness, and usefulness; but the
meanest have communion with the highest in one head, which is
common to them all. So they are all under the direction, govern-
ment and influence of Jesus Christ, as their common head.

2. They are all animated, enlivened and actunated by one Spirit,
viz. the Holy Spirit of Christ. This Spirit dwells in Christ as the
head, and in all the saints as his members, Rom. viii. 9. and unites
them to the head, and among themselves too, so that they are one
body, 1 Cor. xii. 13. A tree-leg, though bound close to the body, is
no member of it, because it is not animated by the soul and life of
that body; but if there were a body of a man, whose head did reach
the clouds, any toe of that man’s foot, though defiled by the ground
it toucheth, is as really a member of that body as the shoulders are,
having communion with them in the same soul or spirit, which actun-
ates the one as well as the other.

Great is the difference of the saint’s souls or spirits, as men and
women; some are bold, some fearful. It is as easy for some to
draw the sword in Christ’s quarrel, as for others to speak a word
for him. Some are of clear, cheerful, easy, active spirits; some un-
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der a spirit of heaviness and indisposition for action; but as saints
they have all one Spirit: whoso could discern, how unanimously
they vote Christ to be king of the heart, of the church, of the world,
against the torrent of solicitations from the devil, world, and flesh ;
how, as with one eye, they look up to God in Christ as their omly
happiness, and away from the world which the rest of mankind fix
their eye on; how with one heart and oue soul they all groan under
the remains of sin, and for perfection in holiness, though some
louder than others; he behoved to say, these have all one Spirit of
faith, holiness, and contempt of the world, Ezek. xxxvi. 27. Numb.
xiv. 24.

3. One grace of faith wrought by the self-same Spirit in them all,
Col. ii. 12. terminates in and knits them to one head, the Lord Je-
sus, Eph. iii. 17. As all the lines drawn from the circumference
meet in the centre, and there have communion; so the faith of all
God’s elect meet in Jesus Christ, and thus they have communion
among themselves, Tit. i. 1.—4. Thus are they one body, as being
all knit to the head, by one and the same spiritual band for kind.
The strong faith gripes here, -the weak faith reacheth to him;
though the weak hand of faith is not so steady, nor gripes so hard
as the other, yet both knit, Cant. iv. 9. and v. 1.

4. They have all one heart and one mind iu respect of fandamen-
tals, Eph. iv. 5. One faith, viz. of doctrine, the substance of which
was and ever will be the same, Heb. xiii. 8. Whatever be their
different sentiments as to inferior truths, they all agree in the main,
Acts iv. 12. “ Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is
none other name under heaven given among men whereby we must
be saved.” Thus, according to the promise, Jer. xxxii. 39. they
have ““ one heart and one way;” for they are all partakers of that
one unction which teacheth all things necessary to salvation, 1 John
ii. 20. “But ye have an unction from the holy Ome, and ye know all
things.” For they are all taught of God: and that doctrine which
contradicts the experience of the saints, and relishes not with dis-
cerning souls exercised to godliness, is justly to be suspected, Matth.
xi. 19.—* Wisdom is justified of her children.”

5. They are united to ome another in love, Col. iii. 14. Eph. iv.
16. This is a powerful cement. Love cements hearts and souls,
and so knits fast. They love one another, though they never saw
other’s faces, if they do but know there are such persons in the
world. They love them for the common image of God which they
bear; and in all the company of saints this love will break over all
the differences in lesser matters among them; so that it is made a
mark of a member of that communion, 1 John iii. 14. “ We know
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that we have passed from death unto life, becanse we love the bre-
thren.”

Lastly, They have a communion in one another’s gifts and graces,
as the case stands in the natural body, Eph. iv. 16. There is a di-
versity of gifts and offices in the common body of saints; some are
teachers, some taught; rulers, ruled. Some excel in ome gift or
grace, some in another: some perhaps cannot be said to excel their
fellow-saints in any thing: but all these are for the common advan-
tage of the body, 1 Cor. xii. 27. and the glory of the head. And,
wherever they are, they belong to the whole body, as the light
that is in the eye, the strength in the arms, the swiftness in the legs,
belong to, and are for the good of the whole body. 1 Cor. iii. 22,
23. “ Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or
death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours, and ye
are Christ’s.” And every the meanest member and gift has its own
use and necessity. See 1 Cor. xii. 13. and downwards.

Use. Here is a fellowship ye may all partake of, and I invite
you all to the communion of saints, 1 John i. 3. “ That which we
have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye may also have
fellowship with us.” Many are ruined with their love of that they
call good-fellowship. What is the fellowship deserves that name ?
Not the communion of sinners ruining one another under the influ-
ence of Satan and their lusts; not the fellowship of drunkards and
revellers, whose common profit and pleasure goes away like the crack-
ling of thorns—only it leaves a stink behind ; not the fellowship of
the men of the world, in advancing some temporal gain; buat the
communion of saints, the pleasantest, richest, best fellowship in all
the world. O! leave the communion of sinners for this; come out
from among them, and be ye separate, joining yourselves to this
communion.

III. The properties of this communion.

1. It is a most honourable communion, for it is & communion with
the holy Trinity, 1 John i. 3. ““ And truly our fellowship is with the
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. And,

(1.) The Father is the Head and Father of the communion, Eph.
iv. 6. 1 Cor. xi. 3. He is Father Creator of all men, Acts xvii. 29.
Bat of the communion of saints he is Father by a special, gracious,
saving relation. So that they are all his children, John i. 12.
2 Cor. vi. 17,18. And they have communion with him, and union
through the Lord Jesus Christ, since he and the Father are one.

(2.) The centre of this communion is the Son, the blessed Medi-
ator. In him all meet, 1 Cor. xi. 3. The saints meet in Christ as
their head, and in him the Father meets with them, 2 Cor. v. 19.

Vor. IIL 2q
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“God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing
their trespasses unto them.” Christ presents all believers through
the world unto his Father, saying, “ Behold, I, and the children
which God hath given me,” Heb. ii. 13. So, being the Mediator’s,
they become his, John xx.17. In this respect Christ is called the
way to the Father, John xiv. 6. “ I am the way, and the truth, and
the life : no man cometh unto the Father but by me.”

(3.) The Holy Spirit is the internal original bond of this commu-
nion, knitting all the members to Christ, and among themselves,
Eph. iv. 4. He brings them together into Christ, and to his Father,
fixes and holds them there by his infinite power, that they can never
be broken off again. So believers, members of this communion, have
communion with the Father and the Som, 1 Jobn i. 3. and the Holy
Ghost, 2 Cor. xiii. 14.

2. It is a most rich communion. There are societies and com-
panies this day joining stocks together, to advance worldly wealth ;
bnt the richest of them have nothing but trifles in comparison with
the company or communion of saints. The communion of saints is
the company trading to heaven, and their wealth is past reckoning.
For a view of it, consider only these two things. -

(3.) They have communion with Christ, a common interest with
him who is Heir of all things, so that they may set their name
under his, on all that is his. They have communion with him in his
perfect righteousness, Is. xlv. 24. Hence they are all fair, Cant. iv.
7. clear as the sun, Cant. vi. 10. In his active obedience, so that
they have obeyed in Christ, as they sinned in Adam, Rom. viii. 3, 4.
In his sufferings and death, Gal. ii. 20. 1In his resurrection and as-
cension, Eph. ii. 6. and glory. Compare Heb. vi. 20. They have a
common interest in all his purchase, and, as poor as some of them
sit, they want nothing, but are complete, Col. ii. 10. “ And ye are
complete in him.”

They have a real participation of Christ bimself, Heb. iii. 14. Of
his death and his resurrection, Rom. vi. 4, 5. Of his Spirit, Phil.
ii. 1. Of the divine nature, 2 Pet. i. 4. Of his offices; they are
prophets, Psal. cv. 15; priests and kings, Rev.i. 6. And of his
fulness, John i. 16.

(2.) They have communion with God; for so runs the covenant,
“T will be your God.” And Psal. exliv. 156. God the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, is theirs. All his attributes are theirs; the
power of God to protect them, the wisdom of God to guide them, &ec.
and with him all things, since all is his, and he is theirs, 1 Cor. iii.
21, 22, 23.

Behold the riches of this company. And, (1.) None of the saints
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bring any thing with them to put into the stock: but they are ad-
mitted freely. (2.) Not only is a part for every one, but each one
has all; and so it may be, since the stock is infinite.

3. It is a most extensive communion. And it extends,

(1.) Over the earth; and so is called the Catholic or universal
church, 1 Cor. i. 2. Though vast tracks of land and huge seas in-
terpose betwixt them ; though they have different languages, so that
some of them cannot understand what others say, and their customs
are very different; yet noue of all these prevent their being mem-
bers of one and the same body.

(2.) To the heavens. The saints above belong to the communion
of saints, Heb. xii. 23. Ay, and the holy angels too, in the same
sense, ver. 22; for the head of the saints is the head of angels too,
Col. ii. 10.

Lastly, It is a holy communion. It is a fellowship of saints, Eph.
ii. 19. “Ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citi-
zens with the saints, and household of God.” The head, centre,
and bond, and members of this communion, are all holy. They are
a society set apart for God, drawn out of the world lying in wicked-
ness, walking in the way of holiness with displayed banners towards
the holy land.

SeconprLy, That one’s partaking of the sacrament is a declaring
and avouching himself to be of that communion. By partaking of
baptism we have all dome it once; and by the Lord’s supper it is
done as oft as we communicate in it. By the former in our infancy,
it is done with our virtual consent; by the latter with our express
consent. This point will be clear, if we consider the relation the
sacrament has to the communion of saints.

1. It is a sign and badge of the communion of saints. We are
one bread, says the text. The one bread signifying, that we are one
body; and by receiving the sign, and wearing the badge of the so-
ciety, we declare two things, according to the nature of a distin-
guishing sign.

(1.) That we are no more of the communion of the world lying in
wickedness, which is the opposite society, 1 Cor. x. 21. “ Ye cannot
be partakers of the Lord’s table, and the table of devils.” That we
have left our Father’s house and people, and are no more to share
with them in their way and manner of life. It is the putting on
the sign of Zion’s King, that we may be distinguished from those
that belong to the encmy. ’

(2.) That we are henceforth of the communion of saints, and not
neutrals, Rev. xiv. 1. That we have joined ourselves to that bles-
sed society of saints, the head of which is Jesns Christ, to take part

2¢2
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with them for better and worse. 'We have said to them, as Ruth to
Naomi, Ruth i. 16. “ Whither thou goest, I will go; and where
thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy
God my God.”

2. It is a seal of the communion of saints, and seals it effectually
to all those that do sincerely take hold of the covenant, Rom. iv. 11.
The righteousness of faith is the possession of the society of saints,
and the sacrament sealing that to a man, seals his being of that
communion. A believer may be sore pressed with that gquestion,
How shall I put thee among the children ? But the sacrament, to put
it out of doubt, seals and confirms his being put among them.
Their being one body, is sealed by their partaking of ome bread.
So 1 Cor. xii. 13.

3. The sacraments are the external bonds of this communion,
whereby they are visibly embodied into one select society, 1 Cor.
xii. 13. And hence it is that the uncircumcised under the Old Tes-
tament were to be cut off from their people. The church of God
makes & visible society in the world: and it is not the hearing of
the word that is the bond of it, for that is left common to any who
will; but the sacraments, which are not to be given but to visible
believers.

4. 1t is an engagement to the duties of this communion of saints.
“J therefore the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you, that ye walk
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness
and meekness, with long-suffering, forbearing one another in love;
endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope
of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism,” Eph. iv. 1, 2, 3,
4, 5. Whosoever is embodied into a regular society, by his enter-
ing into it, is obliged to walk by the rules of it. And so the sacra-
ment is an engagement or oath to walk by the rules of holiness,
which are the rules of the communion of saints.

Now, whosoever does receive the public sign, seal, bond, and en-
gagements of a society, does thereby publicly declare and avouch
himself to be of that society: bat, by partaking of the sacrament,
the partakers do take on the public sign—of the communion of
saints : therefore, &c.

Use. I draw some practical inferences from this doctrine.

I. There is a very near and special particular relation amongst
the partakers of the sacraments, visibly constitute by their joint
partaking of them. They do thereby declare themselves to be of
one body, the head whereof is Jesus Christ: even baptism alone
constitutes this special relation, 1 Cor. xii. 13; for by that holy.
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sign, the baptized are distinguished from those without the visible
church, and bave all given up their names to Christ. Much more
does the receiving of the Lord’s supper also, as saith the text.

As for the invisible real members of the communion of saints, ¢. e.
the real members of the invisible church, God alone certainly knows
them in particular. But the visible members of it are saints by
profession, not visibly contradicted by their habitual practice, Rom.
i. 7. 1 Thess. v. 6. “Ye are all the children of light, and the
children of the day: we are mot of the night, nor of darkness.”
Amongst these there is a special relation, as one visible body of
Christ; those who are only baptized, though they may be complete
members of the invisible body, being only incomplete members of
the visible; and such as partake of the sacrament of the supper,
complete ones, as admitted unto all external privileges of the com-
munion of saints, even the highest of them, which is that of the
Lord’s table. And therefore there is a more full relation amongst
communicants than others. Hence I would say,

1. Ye who are baptized, yet openly wicked and profane, or
grossly ignorant of the fundamentals of religion, being come to
years, are apostates in effect, having by your way visibly cut off
yourselves from the communion of saints. For in your infancy ye
were baptized into that body; but now by your unholy lives, ye
openly declare yourselves to be nome of it, and have taken on the
devil’s mark, and declare yourselves to be of the world lying in
wickedness, Rom. ii. 25. To you I say,

1st, Have ye not thus openly rejested communion with God, that
ye may maintain communion with the world? If yom will have
nothing ado with the family of heaven, do ye not renounce the Fa-
ther of it for your Father? If you will be none of Christ’s mysti-
cal body, do ye not refuse him for a head ¢ Yea, sure, 1 Jobn i. 3.

2dly, Had it not been better for you, if yo repent not, to have
lived and died among Pagans, where the name of Christ was never
heard, than to have been baptized into one body with the saints,
" and yet cast off all by your openly profane life? 2 Pet. ii. 21. “ For
it had been better for them not to have known the way of righte-
ousness, than, after they have known it, to tarn from the holy com-
mandment delivered unto them.”

2. Ye who are saints by profession, yet only baptized, not
partakers of the Lord’s table, why do ye continue s0? Who is
there that values a communion or society, and does not endeavour
to partake of all the privileges thereof, that may be of use to them ?
And, if ye have any value for the communion of saints, why do ye
not lay out yourselves to be one bread with them? Sist your con-

2q2
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sciences before the Lord, and it will not be excused from contempt
of communion with Christ; with his mystical body, and the means
thereof.

3. Ye who are saints by profession, and both baptized and parta-
kers of the Lord’s table, your external privilege is great; ye stand
visibly related to the communion of saints, as visible members
thereof. What a sad miss will it be, if.you fail of real membership,
and all your interest in it be but shew and pretence, as it will be, if
ye be not real saints? It will be a poor plea at the great day,
Luke xiii. 26.— We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and
thou hast taught in our streets.”

1st, The society ye are visible apparent members of, is the mysti-
cal body of Christ, enriched with the highest special privileges of
communion with the holy Trinity, to their eternal happiness. It
will be a sad matter for you to cheat yourselves with a shew and
semblance only of partaking with them; with the empty name,
while ye have nothing of the thing, Gal. vi. 3. “For if a man think
himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.”

2dly, Ye are not far from the kingdom of God. Will ye lose it
for not going forward the other step, the main step? Ye have gone
through the several gates of the outer court of religion, the door of
the inner court stands open to you. Will you not enter in there
where the great glory of the house lies? 2 Tim. iii. 7. The form of
godliness will carry you all the length ye have gone in these exter-
nals; but the power of it is necessary to evidence you a real mem-
ber of that body.

3dly, Ye will lose your good company ere long, if ye get not a
surer holding than mere visible membership; if ye be not bound up
with them by the Spirit of holiness dwelling in you, as in them, the
external bands of sacraments will not do, John xv. 2. “Every
branch in me that beareth not fruit, he taketh away.” (1.) Ye
may fall, 2 Tim. ii. 18, 19. out from among them, while you live, by
apostacy, losing your fair leaves of a profession, as well as fruit,
1 John ii. 19. “They went out from us, but they were not of us: -
for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with
us.” (2.) Ye will certainly be separated from among them at death,
Psal. exxv. 5. and at judgment, Matth. xxv. 32.

4. Ye who are real saints, baptized with the Holy Ghost, and
partakers of the invisible bread, as well as of the visible bread, in
the Lord’s supper, and the outward baptism, happy are ye in the
thorough relation ye have with the communion of the saints. Ye
are members of it to all intents and purposes, true and real members
of the mystical body of Christ. 'Who can express the happiness of
this privilege! I name only these.

—_— — . m—— e e
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1st, Ye have passed the gulf as to condemnation, Rom. viii. 1.
Ye are set beyond the reach of the condemning law : the curse is re-
moved, and ye have got your Father’s blessing, and ye shall be bles-
sed for time and eternity.

2dly, Ye are most honourably related, of the blood-royal of
Heaven, since ye are of the mystical body of Christ. Christ’s Fa-
ther is your Father, John xx. 17. “I ascend unto my Father and
your Father, to my God and your God.” Himself is your head,
Eph. i. 22, 23. His Spirit is the bond of your mystical union with
him, Eph. iv. 4. The church is your mother, and ye are her trae
and genuine children, Gal. vi. 26. The glorified saints are your
grown brethren, come to their full stature, and ye are the little ones
of the same family, Eph. iii. 156. Ay, and the angels too are so,
Rev. xix. 10. All thece fall to you by that membership.

3dly, Ye are infinitely enriched ; for on that society, whereof ye
are members, all things are settled by the God of all, 1 Cor. iii. 21.
¢« All things are yours.” The purchase of the head belongs to the
members, and they have a title to all, and possess all in their head,
Col. ii. 10. So ye are heirs of the world to come, heirs of glory,
Rom. viii. 17. The covenant is your charter, the sacraments the
seals of it.

4¢hly, Ye are perfectly secured, ye shall never perish, come what
will come, John iii. 16. “ God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not pe-
rish, but bhave everlasting life.” Christ’s natural body saw no cor-
ruption, even in a grave, and Christ’s mystical body cannot perish,
nor any member of it, John xiv. 19. “ Because I live, ye shall hve
also.” Ye are secured against,

(1.) Falling off. The tree-leg may fall off from the body, but the
live-leg cannot: so hypocrites may fall away totally and finally;
but the believer cannot, because a living member of Christ’s body,
John x. 28. “I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never pe-
rish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hand.” A saint may
fall down in a mire, he may fall back, but never fall off, nor fall
away.

(2.) Cutting off. It is true, a child of God, as to his spiritual
state, may be sick and sore; he may be bruised, wounded, and bro-
ken at such a rate, that he is of little or no use for the head, or for
the body, but paining and bringing grief to both; and so think he
is cut off, Psal. Ixxxviii. 16. ¢ Thy fierce wrath goeth over me, thy
terrors have cut me off.” But no man will ever yield to.the cutting
off a member of his body, while it is in his power to cure it: and
therefore, forasmuch as no case of a saint is beyond the reach of the
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great Physician’s skill, be their case what it will, they shall be
cured at length, but never cut off.

(3.) Dying off. Spiritual death can never overtake them again;
the infinite Spirit, the bond of the union, will always preserve the
communication betwixt the head and members, John xiv. 19. And
temporal death cannot dissolve the uwnion; though it separate be-
twixt soul and body, each of them still remains united to Christ,
1 Thess. iv. 14. All these things are sealed by the sacrament.

II. The sacramental declaration is a matter of such weight, as de-
serves the deepest impression on one’s spirit, and the tenderest re-
gard in ome’s life, for all time thereafter. 'What that is ye have
already heard, viz. a solemn declaration made by one’s partaking,
that he is of the communion of saints, joined with them into one
mystical body of Christ. This is the declaration ye made by your
act of partaking; and this is what, I say, deserves the deepest im-
pression, &c. This will be clear, if ye consider,

1. The subject-matter of that declaration, which is most impor-
tant. It concerns the mystical body of Christ, and their joining
themselves unto it. Is it possible that one can have a weightier
matter than that in hand? Does not eternity depend upon it ? hea-
ven or hell hang upon it to thy soul? Can any rational man think
that to be a matter for one to play with, not to be in deepest ear-
nest about it ?

2. The parties to whom it is made, God and all the saints. The
Lord has erected the saints into a society under Christ the alone
head; they have their patent in heaven, and God has endowed them
with the richest privileges. He sends out the gospel-proclamation,

¢inviting.all to join them, and offering them admission into it freely,
withal making the partaking of the sacraments to be their declara-
tion of entering into it, 1 Cor. xii. 13. So it is evident the parta-
ker, by his action, says unto God, Is. xliv. 5. “I am the Lord’s;”
and to all the saints, Zech. viii. 23. “ We will go with you; for we
have heard that God is with you.” If ye think light of making
that declaration to them, do but consider the day when the Lord,
and all his saints shall judge the world, and call you to an account
of the declaration made to themselves.

3. The nature of that declaration. It is not indeed verbal, but
real; not by words, but by an action, but that instituted by Christ,
and so interpreted by him, as importing what it was designed to
signify. As it is sacramental, it is of the nature of an oath, wherein
God is invocated as judge and witness of the sincerity of your de-
olaration. So that ye have in effect sworn yourselves of the com-
munion of saints: and that is weighty.
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4. The solemnity of it. It was not a business huddled up in
secret, but done openly. The sacraments are public actions of their
own nature: and therefore our church has wrested against private
baptism and private communion. Ye were, I suppose, baptized in
presence of the church, a lesser or greater number present. Ye did
communicate in the Lord’s supper in the face of the sun, and before
many witnesses, in a most solemn manner. It was a very solemn
covenanting betwixt God and Abram, Gen. xv. 9,—18. And your
covenant-declaration was over the broken body and shed blood of
Christ represented in the sacrament. What greater solemnity could
there be ?

Lastly, The amount of it. If ye do not sincerely ocleave to it, but
in your practice cast it behind your back, it will amount to a lie
made to God himself, and to all his saints, in a matter of the ut-
most weight with the greatest solemnity, yea, to the guilt of perjury
in effect. Ananias and Sapphira were struck dead for a lie made in
the matter of the price of their land : what will be the punishment
of a lie made with such solemnity to God, over the broken body of
his Son ? Matth. xxiv. 46. ‘“ He shall cut him asunder, and appoint
him his portion with the hypocrites.” Compared with Jer. xxxiv.
18,—20. “I will give the men that have transgressed my covenant,
—which they have made before me, when they cut the calf in twain,
and passed between the parts thereof.—I will even give them into
the hand of their enemies, and into the hand of them that seek their
life.”” 'Wherefore,

1. Reflect on, and seriously consider what ye have avouched so-
lemnly in partaking of the sacraments. Think on the action deeply,
and the import of it, and impress it on your spirits. Look back all
of you to your baptism.

Consider that in your baptism ye were given up to Christ, to
lay hold on him by faith, Acts xix. 4. That therein ye declared
and avouched your putting on Christ, Gal. iii. 27. «“ For as many of
you as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ.” Your
dying to sin, and living to righteousness, Rom. vi. 3, 4. “ Know ye
not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ, were
baptized unto his death? Therefore we are buried with him by
baptism unto death: that like as Christ was raised up from the
dead—even so we also should walk in newness of life.” Your
being of the mystical body of Christ, 1 Cor. xii. 13. “ For by one
Spirit we are all baptized into one body.” If people would seri-
ously consider the import of their baptism, they who think them-
selves loose by their not being communicants, would see they are
bound already ; and that they do but cheat themselves in thinking, by
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the neglect of the supper, to keep off these bands, which they are
already firmly under ; the which if they regard not, they will hear
it afterwards to their ocost.

Look back, communicants, to your partaking. Consider what ye
have done. Ye have declared yourselves well pleased with the de-
vice of salvation through a crucified Christ, your taking of him to
be your head and ruler, your joining yourselves to him by faith as
lively members of his mystical body; that you are no more hence-
forth to be of the communion of the world lying in wickedness, but
for the Lord only, wholly, and for ever; to take your part with the
saints in the world, whatever your lot be, Psal. xlv. 10. Ye have
said all this, and in effect sworn it, over the broken body of Christ,
before angels and men.

Ye would do well to take some time alone to reflect on this, and
to revive the impressions. We find the saints making such reflec-
tions, and putting themselves in mind of what they have done in
such a case, Psal. xvi. 2. “ O my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord,
Thou art my Lord.” Psal. exix. 57, 106. “ I have sworn, and I will
perform it—that I will keep thy righteous judgments.”

2. Never forget it, Jer. 1. 5. People use not to forget their mar-
riage-day, and the transactions of it. But, alas! the declared mar-
riage-consent to Christ is often forgotten, notwithstanding the
solemnity at it, Jer. ii. 32. “ Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a
bride her attire? yet my people have forgotten me days without
number.” They are men of prostituted consciences, who forget
their oaths, and have wrought themselves clean of the impressions
of them. But, alas! there are many, who sometimes made this so-
lemn declaration, who seem to have quite forgot it, and the impres-
sions are razed. But have ye forgot it? God hath sworn he will
never forget it, Amos viii. 7. “ The Lord hath sworn by the excel-
lency of Jacob, Surely I will never forget any of their works.”
See Jer. ii. 2.

3. Remember it afresh on particular occasions, and awe your
spirits with it, when temptations offer to come to you against it.
Remember it as Jephthah did his vow, Judges xi. 35. “I have
opened my mouth unto the Lord, and I cannot go back.”

(1) When your old lusts come back and fawn on you. No
doubt they will come, but deny them, 1 Pet. i. 14 ¢ As obedient
children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts, in
your ignorance.” Remember ye have solemnly declared against
them of your own accord, and to go back to them must be to go
over the belly of God’s bands on you.

(2.) When your old companious in sin would draw you aside with




ON CHURCH COMMUNION, 607

them, then say, as Joseph, Gen. xxxix. 9. “ How can I do this great
wickedness, and sin against God ?” Remember ye are not of their
communion, but have solemnly remounced it, and have embodied
with the saints. Is it not a very good reason not to serve the devil
with men, because ye are not of the communion of his servants and
society ?

4. Do not retract it. It is too solemn and weighty a business to
eat in again, Prov. xx. 25. “ It is a snare to the man to devour that
which is holy, and after vows to make enquiry.” Eccles. v. 5.
“ Better is it that thou shouldst not vow, than that thou shouldst
vow and not pay.” Some poor wretches expressly retract and re-
nounce their sacramental vows, giving themselves to Satan. Many
practically retract their sacramental declaration, particularly, (1.)
By slighting the renewing of it, when the Lord puts an occasion of
it in their hands. Thus many baptized persons never set them-
selves to partake of the Lord’s table: some that have partaken of
it sometime, leave it off again. Does not this plainly say, that, if
they had that to do which is done in that matter, it should not be
done for them now ? and is not that retracting practically? Luke
ix. 62. “ No man having put his hand to the plough, and looking
back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” Lot’s wife’s rueful looking
back was dear to her. (2.) By living a loose and licentious life, as
if one had never come under bonds to be the Lord’s, Tit. i. 16.
The language of the conversation of many is, “ Let us break their
bands,” &o. O that such would consider, Heb. x. 38. “ If any man
draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him.”

Lastly, Beware of every thing unsuitable to it. Yo have declared
yourselves of the commanion of saints, do nothing unsuitable to that
communion, and your own solemn declaration. Let not the way of
God be evil-spoken -of through your unsuitable walk, Rom. ii. 24.
Always remember your character as professed members of the com-
maunion of saints, and walk accordingly.

III. Separation from the men of the world lying in wickedness,
and fixed standing off from the communion of sinners, is the neces-
sary duty of all saints by profession, and particularly of communi-
cants. Numb. xxiii. 9. “ The people shall dwell alone, and shall
not be reckoned among the nations.” 2 Cor. vi. 14—17. “Be ye
not uncqually yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion
hath light with darkness? and what concord hath Christ with

" Belial 2 or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel 2—
‘Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith
the Lord.”
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First, Whereto this holy separation extends itself.

1. Negatively, It doth not extend,

(1.) To the casting off the duties of natural affections, and rela-
tions to them, 1 Cor. vii. 12, 13. “ If any brother hath a wife that
believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put
her away,” &o. Religion doth not weaken, but purify and strengthen
natural affection, Rom. ix. 4. And the nearer that sinners stand
related unto saints, they will have, and ought to have the greater
concern for them, both for their spiritual and temporal good.

(2.) Not to the casting off civil converse with the men of the
world, according as one has the call of providence thereto. 1 Cor.
vii. 9, 10. “I wrote unto you—not to company with fornicators.
Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the
covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs
go out of the world.” The saints are not shat up in a corner of the
world by themselves, and therefore must needs have civil society
with the men of this world. Neither doth religion divest Christians
of humanity, or give them a liberty to be rude and indiscreet to
others; but obliges them to “live peaceably with all men,”—Rom.
xii. 18. to “honour them,” 1 Pet. ii. 17. to be “courteous,” Chap.
iii. 8, 9.

(3.) Nor to the hindering of us to do them all the good we can.
Nay, religion obligeth us to seek their good, 1 Tim. ii. 1. “I exhort
therefore, that—supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks be made for all men:” and to do good to their souls and bo-
dies, as we have opportunity, Gal. vi. 10. “ As we have therefore
opportunity, let us do good to all men.”

(4.) Nor to the refusing to serve God, and worship him with them
according to his own institution. This our Saviour himself did,
Luke iv. 16. “ And he came to Nazareth—and, as his custom was,
he went into the synagogue on the sabbath-day, and stood up for to
read.” Thus did the apostles also with the Jews. Thus, in all
congregations of saints in the world, there are readily found some
who have no appearance of saint-ship, whom yet they do not se
shun as to refuse to worship God with them in his own way.

2. Positively, It extends to, and consists in,

(1.) Shunning all unnecessary society and familiarity with them,
Psal. xxiv. 4, 5. “I have not sat with vain persons, neither will I
go with dissemblers. I have hated the congregation of evil-doers:
and will not sit with the wicked.” They are not to be chosen for
our companions of converse, or friendship, far less for companions
of life, where we can have a choice; but we are to be companions of
those that fear the Lord. The company of sinners has been fatal to
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many, Prov. xiii. 20. “ He that walketh with wise men shall be
wise, but a companion of fools shall be destroyed.” Men of the
same employment, or that are going to ome place, draw together:
and should not Christians draw to Christians 2 It is sad to make
Christian congregations and families, like Noah’s ark, a receptacle
for clean and unclean, 1 Cor. xvi. 33. * Be not deceived : Evil com-
munications corrupt good manners.”

(2.) Non-conformity to the world, Rom. xii. 2. “ And be not con-
formed to this world: baut be ye transformed by the remewing of
your mind.”—7Ye must have another manner of life and conversa-
tion than they, if ye be of the communion of saints. It is a dis-
grace to religion, for the men of the world to have it to say of a
saint by profession, ‘ Behold, the man is as one of us.” Make them
not your rule, your example, nor do you think to stamp an offensive
way into a lawful one, by the authority of the multitnde. For the
multitude is in the way to destruction, Matth. vii. 13.—* Wide is
the gate, and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat:” and their principles are lax, and
their practice licentious: they look on tenderness as niceness and
preciseness, and wonder that you cannot take the same liberty they
do, 1 Pet. iv. 4. “ Wherein they think it strange that you run not
with them to the same excess of riot, speaking evil of you.” But
look you to God’s word for your way, and see yourselves obliged to
separate from them in your manner of life. See the gemeral rule,
Philip. iv. 8. “ Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, what-
soever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any
praise, think on these things.”

(3.) Refusing communion with them in sin, Prov. i. 10. *“ My son,
if sinners entice thee, consent thou not.” Every man is for his own
master’s interest, and therefore they are for bringing you over into
the service of the devil their master, as you will be for bringing
them to Christ, if you be real Christians. Beware of fellowship
with them in sin, Eph. v. 11. “ And have no fellowship with the un-
fruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.” Do not
homologate their sinful courses by approving or consenting any
‘manner of way thereto, far less by actual joining with them in their
sin, Psal. 1. 18. It is an affront to Heaven, but a pleasure to hell,
to see Christ’s sheep and the devil’s goats yoked together in one
sinful course. Nay, communicant, thou shouldst be like the ermine,
that will by no means pass over the mud, that would stain its pre-
cious far.
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(4.) Refusing communion with them in the worship of God, in a-
false way, or even in a right way upon sinful terms. The saints
must separate from all false worship, that is, worship which is not
instituted by God himself wholly, but is mixed with human in-
ventions and ordinances, Rev. xviii. 4. Nay, where the worship is
pure, but some sinful thing is imposed upon you as a term of com-
munion with the worshippers, you must refuse communion with them
in worship on these terms, Rom. iii. 8. In these cases separation is
not only lawful, but a necessary duty. And could I perceive either
of these this day, in our case, in the communion of this church, I
should not only think it my duty to separate, but also to press you
to it. But though our mother has gone far back, she has not gone
that length yet.

Secondly, Reasons of this separation. Because,

1. The communion of saints and the communion of sinners are
opposite societies, 1 John v. 19. “ And we know that we are of
God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.” So that joining to
the one particularly infers separation from the other. You may as
well imagine to bring east and west together, to make fire and wa-
ter agree, as to make God’s family and the devil’s to agree; the
seed of the woman and serpent. Wherefore, having joined to the
communion of saints, ye must needs separate from the communion of
sinners, Matth. vi. 24. “ No man can serve {two masters: for either
he will hate the one and love the other; or else he will hold to the
one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”

2. The communion of saints is gathered out of the world lying in
wickedness; so that separation from the world is wrapt up in the
very constitution of the society of saints, 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. * Where-
fore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord,
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you.”—The
mystical body of Christ is made up of those that were sometimes
limbs of the devil: the branches ingrafted into the true vine were
all broken off from our natural stock, the old Adam, that degene-
rate, dead, and killing stock : Christ’s family of mankind is wholly
made up of run-aways from the devil’s family, Psal. xlv. 10. So
that if ye be saints at all, ye are separatists.

3. The design of erecting the communion of saints is, that they
may be a separate society by themselves, under Christ their head,.
to his honour, Numb. xxiii. 9. Eph. v. 25.—27. They are a pecu-
liar people, 1 Pet. ii. 9. How will they answer the design of their
erection, and the honour of their head, if they be not thus a sepa-
rate people? Our Lord Christ bas appointed badges of this com-
munion, viz. the sacraments, to be external signs of distinotion,
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betwixt his and the world: and can it be thonght but they will dis-
tinguish themselves by their practice ?

4. The profession of saintship is the profession of this separation,
1 Cor. xii. 13. Let baptized persons and communiocants be ashamed
to say they do not pretend to be saints. If ye pretend not to be
saints, renounce your pretensions to heaven, for none other come
there, Heb. xii. 14. ¢ Follow peace with men, and holiness, without
which no man shall see the Lord.” If ye pretend not to be saints,
ye must own yourselves apostates, that have renounced and cast off
the communion of saints. And, communicants, if ye pretend not to
be saints, how durst ye adventure to sit down at the Lord’s table ?
‘Well, in so far as ye were baptized and communicated, ye professed
yourselves members of Christ’s body, saints, and so separate from
the world : therefore ye must live separate from them.

“Wherefore, I say unto all saints by profession, and particularly
communicants—¢ Save yourselves from this untoward generation,”
Acts ii. 14. 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. Shun all unnecessary society with those
of the world lying in wickedness, conform not to their ways, have
no communion with them in sin, nor in the service of God on sinful
terms. Remember ye have solemnly declared yourselves of another
communion than with them.

Motive 1. Consider the authority of God that binds this upon
you. Eph.v. 7, 8, 11. “ Be not ye therefore partakers with them.
For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord :
walks as children of light.—And have no fellowship with the un-
fruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.” The men and
women of the world are separated from God, Eph. ii. 12. They are
walking contrary to him: and therefore he will have you to sepa-
rate from them, and be as a people dwelling alone, in the midst of the
world’s throng, because they are not of your communion.

2. The proof of the sincerity of your pretension to saintship de-
pends very much on it. Psal. xvi. 2. 3. “ My goodness extendeth
not to thee ; but to the saints that are in the earth, and to the ex-
cellent, in whom is all my delight.” See also, Psal. xxvi. 4, 5. and
xv. 4. It is evident men will choose such company as is most agree-
able, in their opinion, to their own temper and disposition. And so
one may very well guess at the disposition of a person by the com-
pany he chooses and delights in. And if thou art inclined to be a
companion of the graceless, rather than of the gracious, it is a
shrewd sign of a graceless heart.

3. The honour of God lies at stake here, Rom. ii. 24. If thou
dost wear Christ’s badge, and will not separate from the communion
of sinners, but go with them in their way, religion will be wounded








