THE

CHRISTIAN LIFE DELINEATED,

IN SEVERAL PRACTICAL DISCOURSES.

CHRIST TO BE FOUND IN THE ORDINANCES, WITH THE IMPORT
AND HAPPY EFFECTS OF FINDING HIM.*

Proverss viii. 35,
For whoso findeth me, findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the Lord.

Tais chapter represents to as Wisdom speaking openly and most
earnestly to her hearers. The discourse begins, ver. 4, and goes on
to the end of the chapter.

It may here be enquired, 1. Who or what is this wisdom that
speaks? I answer, Jesus Christ, the personal Wisdom of God ; Luke
xi. 49; 1 Cor. i. 24, in both which passages Christ is expressly
called “ the Wisdom of God.” This appears from the personal pro-
perties ascribed to this Wisdom, as, (1.) Subsistence, ver. 30, ¢ Then
I was by him, as one brought up with him; and I was daily his de-
light.” Compare Jobn i. 1, “ In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” (2.) The man-
ner of subsistence, namely, eternal generation : vers. 22—24, ¢ The
Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of
old. I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the
earth was. When there was no depths, I was brought forth; when
there was no fountains abounding with water.” (3.) Personal attri-
butes and effects; vers. 14—17, &o., © Counsel is mine, and sound
wisdom ; I am understanding, I have strength,” &o.

It may be inquired, 2. To whom he speaks ? I answer, * To men,”
ver. 4, “ Unto you, O men, I call, and my voice is to the sons of
men ;” sinfal and ruined men, who stand in need of salvation.

3. It may be inquired, What he speaks ? I answer, The snm of
it all is to commend itself to their souls, from their eternal happi-

® The substance of several sermons preached at Ettrick, in the year 1721.
Vou. X. 21
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ness, ver. 11, and downwards, “ for wisdom is better than raubies;
and all the things that may be desired, are not to be compared to
it,” &o.

4. What is the application of this discourse ? It is an exhorta-
tion to hear his voice, comply with it, and close with him, ver. 32,
and downwards, ¢ Now therefore hearken unto me,” &e. -

In the two last verses is the conclusion of the whole matter.

(1.) Happiness is wrapt up in the enjoyment of him; ver. 35,
“ For whoso findeth me, findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the
Lord.”

(2.) Ruin is inevitable in the rejecting of him ; ver. 36, “ But he
that sinneth against me, wrongeth his own soul; all they that hate
me love death.”

The former is the subject of our text; in which consider,

1. The connection with the preceding words,  For;” shewing
them to be the reason of the blessedness pronounced on those that
‘“ hear him, watching daily at his gates,” &c. These gates are the
ordinances. It is supposed that he comes out at these gates, and so
men being found watching at them, find him when he is pleased to
come forth. It is a metaphor, which may be taken either, (1.) From
scholars, whose hearts being set on learning, wait on at the school-
door, till they can get in; or, (2.) From courtiers: Esth. ii. 21, or
others waiting for access to their prince. (3.) Or from clients wait-
ing on their advocates, or their judges late and early. Or, (1.)
From lovers, who will hang on, watching for a meeting ; Job xxxi. 9.

They that thus watch and wait at Christ’s gates, till he come forth,
for getting their errand, are made up for ever. Which is the im-
port of,

2. The words shemselves ; deseribing the happiness of those that
find Christ. 'Wherein there are two things :—

1st, The happy man in heaven’s account, “ Whoso findeth me.”
It imports, that it is not every ome that comes to his gates that
finds him; many go as they came; but some do find him. The
world counts him the happy man that finds riches, honours, plea-
sures, &o., like Ephraim, who said, “I am become rich, I have
found me out substance;”’ Hos. xii. 8 ; and therefore they watch
and wait greedily where they may have them, saying, “ Who will
shew us any good ¢” Psalm iv. 6. But when they have found what
they were seeking, it often appears, that they have been seeking and
have found their own ruiu. But he is happy indeed that finds Christ,
for he finds an upmaking treasure.

2dly, The happiness of that man; which lies in two things,

(1.) He that finds Christ * finds life.” Without him we are dead
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men ; bat falling on Christ the fountain of life, as the man’s dead
body on the bomes of Elisha; 2 Kings xiii. 21, the soul gets life,
eternal life, that will never die out any more. [Heb. hath found;] in
finding me, he hath found life; 1 John v. 12, “ He that hath the
Son, hath life.”

(2.) He “ shall obtain favour of the Lord ;” for the Father is well
pleased with Christ, and with all who are in him. He shall be ac-
cepted with the Lord ; Eph. i. 6. The sky shall clear on him, which
was lowring before. Heaven shall smile on him. Yea, he shall
bring forth favour from the Lord, as out of a treasure now opened
to him'; so the word intimates.

From the connection of the text with the preceding context, we
may observe the two following doctrines, viz :—

Doorrive I. The ordinances are the place where Christ is to be

found of poor sinners.
Door. I1. People may come to ordinances, and yet not find Christ.

I shall discuss these two doctrines before I enter on the words
themselves.

Door. 1. The ordinances are the place where Christ is to be found
of poor sinners.

In handling this doctrine, I shall,

1. Shoew what are the ordinances in which Christ is to be found.

II. Confirm the doctrine.

1I1. Lastly, Apply.

1. I am to shew what are the ordinances wherein, especially,
Christ is to be found. If any of you have Job’s desire; Job xxiii.
3, “ 0 that I knew where I might find him !” I would direct you to
“go out by the footsteps of the flock ;” Cant.i. 8, where to find
him. These ordinances are,

1. The divine ordinance of meditation; Hag. i. 5, “ Thus saith
the Lord of hosts, consider yonr ways.” Here is the first sight oft-
times that a sinner gets of Christ; as did the prodigal son ; Luke
xv. 17, “ When he came to himself, he said, How many hired ser-
vants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I perish
with hunger!” Therefore David adviseth his ememies to this;
Paalm iv. 4, “ Commune with your own heart upon your bed.” And
here the saints have often got renewed sights of him, to their soul’s
satisfaction; Psalm lxiii. 5, 6, ¢ My soul shall be satisfied as with
marrow and fatness; and my mouth sball praise thee with joyful
lips; when I remember thee npon my bed, and meditate on thee in
the night watches.” What is it that keeps Christ and many sinners

212
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asunder, but that really they will not come near this gate of wis-
dom ? They will not think on their case.

2. Christian conference about spiritual matters. Hence we read
of this being practised in a very declining time ; Mal. iii. 16, « Then
they that feared the Lord, spake often onme to anmother. This was
the gate at which the two disciples found and met with Christ ;
Luke xxiv. 32, “Did not our hearts burn within us,” say they,
¢ while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the
soriptures 2 As two cold flint stones struck one upon another
produce fire; so doth spiritual conference sometimes warm cold
hearts; Cant.v. 8,9, and vi. 1. Meetings for Christian fellowship
have been meeting-places with Christ to many ; the due considera-
tion whereof might well encourage and stir up Christians to a more
frequent attendance upon them.

3. Singing of the Lord’s praises. Thisis a commanded duty;
Eph. v. 18, 19— Be filled with the Spirit; speaking to yourselves
in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making me-
lody in your heart to the Lord.” What made David so frequently
to wait on about this gate, but that he knew the King used to come
forth that way? Here Paul and Silas got a joyful meeting with
Christ even in a prison; Acts xvi. 25, 26. It is pity, that people
should treat it as a blind gate, at which they never look for the
Lord to come forth. But in the experience of the Lord’s people he
is to be found there. The heavenly melody sometimes melts hard
hearts, elevates drooping souls, and fills them with glowing affection
to Christ.

4. Prayer. It is called seeking of God, and is the highway to find
him. It has a large promise; Matth. vii. 7, “ Ask, and it shall be
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you;” and it has been the gate of heaven to many a sonl. It
is a four-leaved gate, and at every one of the leaves the King has
shewn himself to poor sinners. (1.) Public prayer, at which Lydia
got her heart opened; Acts xvi. 13, 14. (2.) Private prayer,
whether in one’s family ; Acts x. 30, or otherwise in society withlothers
privately ; Acts xii. 12. Thissocial prayer has a large promise made
toit; Matth. xviii. 19, “I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree
on earth, as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done
for them of my Father which is in heaven.” (3.) Secret prayer.
Many a soul has found Christ there. There Jacob got the blessing ;
Gen. xxxii. 24. There Daniel beheld the King in his glory, and ob-
tained favour; Dan. ix. 22. This has many a time made the corner
of a barn, byre, or dyke-side, a Bethel, a Peniel; and these are
more esteemed than a king’s palace, by the children of God. (4.)
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Ejaculatory prayer. This has many times suddenly opened, to the
soul’s finding of Christ. So it did with Moses; Exod. xiv. 15,
¢ Wherefore criest thou unto me ? speak uunto the children of Israel,
that they go forward ;” and with Nehemiah, chap. ii. 4. No wonder
they do not find him, that watch not at this gate.

6. The word. This is the most patent door of heaven, at which
the King usually comes forth to his attendants, that come to wait
on him there. It is a two-leaved gate. (1.) The word read, Rev.
i. 3, “Blessed is he that readeth.” Augustine hearing a voice, Take
up and read, opened Rom. xiii. 12, 13, and was converted. Junius
was brought to Christ by reading John i. (2.) The word preached,
1 Cor. i. 21,—* It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe. This is a well of salvation at which three
thousand persons at a time drank and lived, Acts ii. 41. The
eunuch met with Christ at this gate, where the one, viz. hearing the
word, opened after the other, viz. reading the word; and he found
favour with the Lord. ‘

6. Lastly, The sacraments, baptism aud the Lord’s supper. These
are sealing ordinances, in which many have had sensible communion
with Jesus Christ. It is troe, the first finding of him is not to be
expected here; but thongh they are not converting, they are con-
firming ordinances; and as such, happy means of strengthening the
believer’s faith and love, and increasing his acquaintance with Christ.

I1. In order to confirm this doctrine, consider,

1. The ordinances are by Christ’s own appointment the trysting-
places, wherein he has promised to be found of those that seek him ;
Exod. xx. 24, “In all places where I record my name, I will come
unto thee, and I will bless thee.” So that coming thither to wait
on him, they may expect to find him there. It is the divine appoint-
ment put upon them, which is accompanied with a blessing, that
gives ground of hope in the case. By this they are,

(1.) Trysting places for sinners; where they may be convinced,
converted, and regenerated ; James i. 18, *“ Of his own will begat he
us with the word of truth.” These are the pools where the Spirit
troubles the water for the cure of sinners of their deadly soul di-
seases. And there Christ and the sinner meet, for making up the
spiritual match. (2.) Trysting places for saints ; where they may re-
ceive life more abundantly, 1 Pet. ii. 2, 3. In them he keeps bis
Jower table for the feeding of those to whom he has given life. They
are the inns in the way to Immanuel’s land ; the pools in the way
to Zion, the wells of salvation.

2. They are the places wherein his people seek him, who know
best where he is to be found. When the spouse had lost sight of her
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beloved, sbe goes to the ordinances to seek him; Cant. iii. 2, I will
rise now,” says she, “ and go about the city in the streets, amd in
the broad ways I will seek him whom my soul loveth.” And they
are the places where his people have found him, and do find him;
Cant. vii. 5, “ The king is held in the galleries.” 8o it is even as
natural to them to go to these daties and ordinances when they
would see him, as for a child to seek out the mother, in the place
where she is wont to be. And when they find him not in one duty,
they go to another, till going the little further they find him.

3. They are what the Lord has allowed his people to supply the
want of heaven, until they come there ; the tabernacle set up in the
wilderness, till they get the temple in Canaan. And therefore they
must last till then and no longer ; Eph. iv. 11,12, 13, «“ And he gave
some, apostles; and some prophets; and some evangelists: and
some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ; till we
all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Som
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ.”” When John saw the new Jerusalem, he made
that observe on it; Rev. xxi. 22, “ I saw no temple therein ; for the
Lord God Almighty, and the Lamb, are the temple of 1t.” But they
could not supply that place, unless Christ were there ; but he is there ;
Matth. xxviii. ult., “ Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world.” Cant. iv. 6, “ Until the day break, and the sbadows
flee away, I will get me to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of
trankincense.

III. Lastly, I come now to apply this dootrine.

Uss L. Of reproof. It reproves,

1. Those who slight attendance on ordinances, public, private, or
secret. It is much to be lamented that there are so many who do so,
and that so little prevails with many to do it. Ah ! sirs, if ye look
on this practice in its true colours, it is a slighting of Christ, and
an opportunity of meeting with him. It is a breaking of the ap-
pointment whioch the Son of God has made with you; and if the ap-
pointment be broken must not the business you have with him stick ?

2. Those who will come to ordinances to meet with some that
they have worldly business with. They will come to the church on
the Lord’s day, because they have somebody to meet there, perhaps
a servant to bespeak, &c. This is a grossly profane abuse of the ordi-
nances of the Lord ; a turning of that which Christ appointed for the
service of your souls, to the service of your lusts; a turning of that
which is appointed for your eternal interest into your carnal interests.
What will these say, when Christ rises up to pload with them at the
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great day ¢ when they shall bear, that his being o be found there,
could not bring them there; but they would go for fellow-worms, to
transact business with them ?

3. Those who come to ordinances, but seek not to find Christ
there ; of such the Lord speaks ; Isa. xxix. 13, “ This people draw
near me with their mouth, and with their lips do they honour me,
bot have removed their heart far from me.” How many go to
prayers, sermons, &c., who have it not in their view to meet with Christ
in them ? So they come away without him, and they do not mourn
because they find him not ; and how can they be so affected, since it
was not their errand to meet with him ?

4. Those who stand in the way of others attending on ordinances.
The effect of this is to keep them out of Christ’s way, and to hinder
their keeping appointment with the Son of God; by which they be-
come answerable for all the damage that therenpon ensues to the
souls of such; Luke xi. 62, *“ Wo unnto you, lawyers! for ye have
taken away the key of knowledge ; ye entered not in yourselves, and
them that were entering in, ye hindered..

Use II. Seek Christ in ordinances, and come to them with a design
to find Christ there. When ye go to read the word, to secret duties,
or family duties, or public ordinances, think with yourselves, “ I am
going to wisdom’s gates, O shall I not see the King’s face? find the
smell of his garments, get some communion with Christ?” When
Mary missed him in his grave, she could not be satisfied with a vi-
sion of angels, but wept on, till she found him, John xx. 11—16. O
that there were such a heart in us! For motives to enforce this ex-
hortation, consider,

1. He is well worth the seeking. ¢ He that findeth Christ, findeth
life.” Ifhistranscendent beauty and peerless excellencies wereknown,
we could not but seek him till we had found him; John iv. 10, «“If
thou knewest the gift of God,” says Christ to the womau of Samaria,
“and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink ; thon wouldst
have askedof him, and he would have given thee living water.” They
thatfind him are made up for time andeternity. When ye come to ordi-
nances, know ye where ye are? Ye are upon a beautiful field, and
it may be your own. Ye see the surface of it, but know ye what is
in the bowels of it? A treasure, and Christ is that treasure, Matth.
xiii. 44. The ordinances are the earthen vessels, but there is a trea-
sure in them, 2 Cor. iv. 7.

2. That is what the people of God have been seeking, and are in-
tent upon in ordinances, in all ages, however careless the blind
world has been about it. And they sought always again, because
they had once found ; they still desired to drink of that fountain,
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after they had once tasted of it. Hence says David ; Psalm xxvii.
4, “ One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after,
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord, all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple.
Psalm lxiii. 2, « My flesh longeth for thee, to see thy power and thy
glory, 8o as I have seen thee in the sanctuary. When Jacob found
himself engaged with Christ, how intent was he ? Gen. xxxii. 24,
“I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.” This has made them
follow ordinances to the fields and the mountains, at the hazard of
their lives by persecators; and they thought all hardships little
enough, to find Christ in them.

3. What avail ordinances, if ye donot find Ohrist in them? Upon
this consideration, we should take Moses’ protestation before we go
to them; Exod. xxxiii. 16, ¢ If thy presence go not with me, carry
us not up hence.” They are but empty husks without him, and can-
not feed the soul ; he is the marrow and sap of them; John vi. 63,
“The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are
life.” Mary met with a disappointment, when she saw two angels
in the sepulchre, but Christ himself was away. Should the man that
has a petition for life, be brought before the chair of state, but his
prince not in ; would he not say, * Alas! it is the king alone him-
self that can do my business;” so here, when the soul seeks Christ,
ordinances alone will not satisfy it; no, the man wants to enjoy
Christ in them, as he alone is suited to his case.

4. Lastly, It is a great pity ye should not meet, when the parties
have come so far on the appointment. And,

(1.) Most of you come hither from a considerable distance ; it is
pity you should forget your errand when ye are come. Ye come
too far for nothing ; the pains and toil of waiting on ordinances, I
think, should even stir you up to think with yourselves, ¢ What am
I at this pains for ¢ what am I seeking ? shall I make nothing for
my soul by it ¢’

(2.) But Christ came farther for it than any of you to keep this
appointment, and it cost him infinitely dearer than it does any of
you. It cost him a long journey from heaven to earth; to sweat
drops of blood, and to lose his precious life on a cross, ere
there could be a possibility of your meeting with him in ordinances.
.And now when he is come, shall the meeting misgive betwixt him
and your souls ¢ But I must proceed to consider,

Docr. I1. People may come to ordinances, and yet not find Christ.
One may be found at Christ’s palace gates, and yet never see the
King come forth ; as Absalom did in another case.

Here I shall give the reasons wliy it is 50, and then apply the point.
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1. T am to offer some reasons why sinners may come to ordinanoes,
and not find Christ. And these are all on the sinner’s side.

1. Some have no design of finding Christ in ordinances at all ; they
bave no such thing as a meeting with Christ before their eyes. But
the Sabbath-day is an idle day, and they will go to the church, and see
and be seen, Isa. i. 12. May be they like to hear the preaching, as
they would like a lovely song to divert them. But for a Obrist in
the preaching, a Saviour for their lost souls, manifested therein;
that is what never comes in their head. They are like Ezekiel’s
hearers, of whom the Lord says, chap. xxxiii. 31, 32, *“ They come
unto thee as the peeple cometh, and they sit before-thee as my peo-
ple, and they hear thy words, but they will not do them: for with
their mouth they shew much love, but their heart goeth after covet-
ousness. And lo, thou art unto them as a very lovely song of omne
that hath a pleasant voice, and can play very well on an instrument :
for they hear thy words, bat they do them not.

2. Many are indifferent whether they find Christ in ordinances or
not. And by their indifferency they even court a denial from the
King. They are not at pains to tryst with him, in earnest, before
they come to public ordinances. They do not prepare for the meet-
ing, by casting down the idols of jealousy, 1 Pet. ii. 1,2. Their
spirits are very flat, and their desires languid when at ordinances;
they are not fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. They stand at the
palace-gate, bnt they do not ask, seek, and knock, Matth. vii. 7, and
go their way contented, though they do not find him.

3. Some desire not to see him at all; Job xxi. 14, “ They say
unto God, Depart from us; for we desire not the knowledge of thy
ways; they are well content he shew not himself to them. If his
harbingers which go before him, namely, convictions of guilt and
danger, once begin to appear, they quickly shat their eyes, and will
be very desirous to get out of their way. They have no heart for
the matoh with the Lord of glory, and so care not for coming to a
treaty about it.

4. Lastly, Some who may have desires of meeting with Christ, yet
cannot away with on-waiting at the gates, and going about from one
gate to another, till they find him. We are naturally addioted to
unbelieving haste, Joha vii. 6. If the Lord do mot keep our time
which we set, we conclude he will never come, Psalt cxvi. 11. Bat
faith is a waiting grace, and sets no time, but persists in that exer-
cise, Isa. xxviii. 16, Lam. iii. 49, 50. Now the King, to try of
what metal people’s desires after him are, delays long his coming
forth ; and by the time that he comes, as it were; the throng is away
from about the palace-gate, and there remains only here and there
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one whom the grace of God bas endued with a principle of -
waiting. And O how heavy is it to think, that some who have gose
far to find Christ, have lost him for not going a little farther! Soms
have waited long, and have lost him for not waiting but a little
longer. The Israelites waited for Moses till the thirty-ninth day;
bad they but waited the fortieth day, they would not have made and
worshipped the golden calf, Exod. xxxii. 6. Saul waited for Samuel
till the seventh day ; had he waited a few hours longer, he had not
offered sacrifices unwarrantably, and been stript of his kingdom, !
Sam. xiii. 8, &eo.

1 shall now make some short improvement of this point.

Seek Christ so in ordinances, as ye may find him. ‘Chat is,

1. Seek him sincerely and uprightly with all your heart, Deut. ir.
29. They are blessed that so seek him, Psalm oxix.2. Seeking from
the teeth outward, may prevail with those who knmow not mes’s
hearts ; but not with him, who knows the language of the heari,
without an interpreter. It is true, in a way of sovereignty, he may
be found of those that seek him not, Isa. Ixv. 1, and love may make
a net for a false heart; but who can promise on that ¢

2. Seek him homestly and generously for himself, Psalm cv. 4
Ye hear of his glorious matohless excellencies, let your hearts b
caught in the net of his love. And let not his benefits be your only
or main inducement, like those mentioned, John vi. 26, of whom our
Lord says, “ Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but be
cause ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled ;”* for that casts con-
tempt on his person. Sovereignty sometimes comes over this indeed,
as in the case of Zaccheus.

3.8eek him fervently, Rom. xii. 11. How fervent was the Psalm-
ist’s heart, Psalm xlii. 1, ¢ As the heart panteth after the water-
brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.” Psalm Ixiii. 1, 2, “0
God, thou art my God, early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth
for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where
no water is; to see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee
in the sanctuary.” Drowsy desires and lazy wishes will not find him
out, Cant.iii. 1, 2. Be warm and importunate in your addresses,
and the King will come forth at length, Luke xviii. 7.

4. Seek him humbly, Psalm x. 17. The woman of Canaanis?
noble instance of a humble seeker, Matth. xv. 23, &c. Beggars must

not be choosers. Humility teaches to be thankful for a crumb, for
a passing view of the King.

6. Seek him diligently, Heb. xi. 6. Careless seekers can hardly
look to be finders. Seek diligently, as the spouse on consideringher
case did, leaving no corner of the city untouched, that she might
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find him, Cant. iii. 2 ; as those who are searching for hidden treasure
Prov. ii. 4, b.

6. Seek him mournfully, Luke ii.48. Mary did so, and found him,
John xx. 11, &ec., and Jacob also, Hos. xii. 4. When he withdraws,
were one mourning for the want, it would be a hopeful sign. La-
ment after the Lord ; there is good reason for it at this day.

7. Lastly, Seek him constantly, till ye find him, therein intimat-
ing the example of the cbaurch; Lam. iii. 49, 50, “ Mine eye
trickleth down and ceaseth not, without any intermission : till the
Lord look down, and behold from heaven.” Be resolute not to give
over till ye have met with him, and be sure ye will not be disap-
pointed in the end.

I come now to the words themselves. The happy man is he that
findeth Christ. Finding of Christ is the upmaking of the soul, it is
man’s happiness; no wonder it be a big thing, comprehending much.
I take it up in these two. (1.) A saving discovery of Christ made
to the soul; so the word is used, Matth. xiii. 46, in the case of find-
ing the pearl. (2.) An interest in him, yea, actual possession of
him, as one’s own obtained. So in our text, findeth life, i. e. really
gets life. So they find him, who get such a discovery of him, as ter-
minates in their closing with him, whereby he is theirs, and they
are his.

The following dootrines offer themselves from the words now and
formerly explained.

Docr. 1. Then do people find Christ, when, upon a saving disco-
very of Christ made to their souls, they close with him by faith.
Docr. I1. Sinners finding Christ, find life.

I shall handle each dootrine in order.

Docr. I. Then do people find Christ, when, npon a saving disco
very of Christ made to their souls, they close with him by faith.
This I shall explain and apply. ’

In explaining the dootrine, I shall,

I. Offer some things in the general touching the finding of Christ.

I1. More particularly explain the soul’s finding of Christ.

I. I am to offer some things in the general touching the finding of
Christ. And,

1. There is a twofold finding of him; initial, and progressive.

1st, There is an initial finding of Cbrist, which is the soul’s first
finding of him, the first meeting betwixt Christ and the soul, Matth.
xiii. 45, 46, when the dead soul meets with the life-giving Saviour.
Upon this our salvation depends.

2dly, There is a progressive finding of him, which is a child of
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God’s finding of him in the progress of his state of grace, Matth
vii. 7. Thaus the spouse found him, Caut. iii. 4, after some partis.
withdrawing from her. . '

The difference betwixt these two lies in this, that the immediat:
effect of the former is union, of the other, actual communion with
Christ. The oue is the marriage with Christ, the other the retur
of the husband to his deserted spouse. The text, I think, compre
hends both ; but the first mainly; compare ver. ult. .And both cor-
sist of a discovery of Christ, and a receiving him; the latter as well
as the former ; the one initial, the other progressive. It is the firs
of these I intend.

2. There are some things to be observed touching this finding of
Christ.

1st, Sinners in their natural state have lost God, Eph. ii. 12. God
is not their God, they have no saving interest in him. There was 3
covenant of friendship betwixt God and innocent man; but, als!
that covenant was broken, and man quite lost his friend, his God
So he goes up and down the world, in his natural state, a por
friendless creature.

2dly, Man is a seeking creature ;' for he cannot miss to know thst
he wants, nor to desire to have his wants supplied; Matth. xiii.
He goes through the creation, seeking something to satisfy his beart
And when one will not do, he goes to another. The soul of mas,
though in its blindness it knows mot what it would be at, is still
seeking ; like a nest of young birds still gaping for meat from the
dam.

3dly, There is no rest for, nor satisfying of the soul till it come &
God. This is not from any desire the soul has of God while in its
natural state, but ariseth from the natural state of it, whereby it
comes to pass, that nothing less than an infinite good can satisfy it
Therefore the natural man is represented as one ever labouring, but
never able to get rest ; Matth. xi. 28, Isa. lv. 1, 2. And its lifeiss
wandering and seeking without intermission ; Matth. xiii. 45, 46.

4thly, God is in Christ, to be found in him, and in him only;
2 Cor. v. 19, Col. ii. 9. As the Israelites, who wandered forty year !
in the wilderness, had a tabernaocle set up among them, where they
might find God, which was called (Heb.)the tabernacle of meeting;
so Jesus Christ is the true tabernacle of meeeting betwixt God and
sinners; and he is no where else to be found. So that till the soul
fall on Christ in its weary search, it can never come to God, nor 0
true rest. ‘

IL I shall more particularly explain the soul’s finding of Chrish
There are two things in it.

’

e —a
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First, The soul savingly discovers and discerns Jesus Christ, by a
new light let into it; John xvii. 3. There isa twofold discovery of
Christ. (1.) An objective discovery of him in the gospel, given to
all who hear it. Thus the sun’s light discovers all things in the pre-
sence of the blind man, but alas! he cannot perceive them for all
that. (2) A subjective discovery, when the eyes of the understand-
ing are opened to see what is so discovered ; Aocts xxvi. 18, Isa. xxxiii.
17.  This is the finding of Christ, in respect of which the sinner is
like Hagar near the well; Gen. xxi. 19. Jesus Christ is near the
man ; Rom. x. 8, but he sees him not, so still he wants him, till,
the Lord opening his eyes, he discerns Christ, and so finds him.
The soul then beholds him in a twofold glory.

1. The glory of his person, as God-man: an admirable person, a
nonsuch, the chief among ten thousand, Cant. v. 10. The soul find-
ing Christ, beholds him as the Father’s fellow, the brightness of his
glory, and the express image of his person; Heb i. 3, in respect of
his divine nature ; and as our kinsman, and the glory of mankind,
in respect of his human nature; the flower of Adam’s posterity,.
holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners.

2. The glory of his mediatory office, 1 Tim. ii. 5. The soul gets a
sight of him, as the great Daysman betwixt God and sinmners, fit to
lay his hand on both parties. It beholds him as the tabernacle of
meeeing, where God meets with the sinner to make up the peace ; as
that noble Personage appointed of the Father the repairer of the
breach made by sin; the great Surety and Cautioner for sinners’ debt
and God’s glory. And there are six things the soul now sees in
Christ.

(1) A transcendent excellency, beauty, and loveliness in him; Isa.
xxxiii. 17, Cant. v.ult. It sees him lovely in his natures, in his
offices, in his holy life, and in his bloody death; lovely in himself,
and in his purchase. It is a too common question that the daughters
of Jerusalem pat to the spouse; Cant. v. 9. What is thy beloved
more than another beloved ? The world sees mo beauty in him, for
which he is to be desired ; they see more beauty in carnal worldly
objects, than in the Plant of Renown. But no sooner does the soul
find bim, but it sees him lovely above all persons and things. His
discovered excellency darkens all created glory, as the sun arising
darkens the candle-light, and makes the stars hide their heads;
Matth. xiii. 45, 46.

(2) A fulness in him for the supply of all its wants; Col. i. 19,
“It pleased the Father, that in him should all fulness dwell. There
is, (1) A falness of the Godhead in him, Col.ii.9. The soul that
bas lost God, finding him, finds God in him, John xiv. 11. (2.) A
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fulness of merit, for our justification, and a title to heaven. (3.
A fulness of Spirit, for our sanctification, and making us meet for
heaven. Finding Christ, the soul finds a treasure, for preciousness,
abundance, and variety.

(3.) A suitableness in him ; and that is twofold.

[1.] A suitableness in Christ to their own case, as when a hungry
man finds meat, or a naked man clothes, Rev. iii. 18. The soul of
man goes through the creation, seeking a match in whom it may
rest; but it never finds a suitable one till it ind Christ. Still the
bed is shorter than that it can stretoh itself upon it, and the cover
narrower than that it can wrap itself in it; but coming to Christ,
the soul finds him completely sunited to its case; snited to still amd
quiet the conscience by his atoning blood, and to satisfy its craving
desires by his all-fulness. There appears, then, a suitableness in
everything in and about him; in his natures, in his offices, in his
life and death, resurrection, ascension, &e.

[2.] A suitableness in him to the glory of God. The sinner
whose eyes are opened can never expect salvation but in a way suit-
able to God’s perfections, his holiness and justice ; and the mystery
of Christ appears thus suited, 2 Cor.iv. 6. Here at once appears
how justice is satisfied, and the sinner saved ; ‘and God has his glory
and the sinner his salvation together.

(4.) The wisdom of God in him, 1 Cor. i. 24. The wisdom of God
eminently appeared in the ocreation, and appears every day in the
works of providence; but the master-piece of divine wisdom is the
mystery of Christ, wherein is the greatest display of the divine per-
fections, his power, justice, holiness, mercy, love, goodness, and
truth, all woven together by infinite wisdom. And there is none
that finds Christ, but must say that that device is one becoming
infinite wisdom.

(5.) An ability to save, Heb. vii. 25. When sin appears in its
native colours to the awakeued conscienoce, the soul is apt to question,
if there be any balm in Gilead for such wounds; if there be any
hope of such a case. But when Christ is discovered to the soul, he
appears as the Lord of hosts, mighty to save ; there is merit enough
in his blood to wash away the deepest guilt, and efficacy enough ia
his Spirit to subdue the strongest corruptions.

(6.) Lastly, Willingness to save, and to communicate of his fal-
ness to the needy soul, Heb. iv. 15, 16. The discovery of this was
what brought the prodigal son home, Luke xv. 17, and the uiter
want of it must make the starving soul die in despondency. This is
that which of all things awakened sinners have most ado to discern
in Christ, if he be willing to save them, to bestow his precious blood
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to wash such vile wretches as they. But it is discovered in lesser or
greater measure to all that find Christ.

Seeondly, Upon this discovery of Christ made unto and by the
soul, the soul closes with Christ by faith. There is such a conanec-
tion betwixt these two, that (1.) None ocan close with Christ without
it, Cant. v. 9. People may love an unseen Christ, but not an un-
known Christ. (2.) All that get it close with him, Psalm ix. 10,
John iv. 10. For,

1. Such a discovery of Christ is not made to the soul till it be
hunger-bitten, lost in its own eyes, and would be content with a
Saviour on any terms, Aots ix. 6, Prov. xxiv. 7. A starving person
needs no other invitation to eat but to see meat; and when Christ
is discovered to the soul lost in its own eyes, it will embrace him.

2. The nature of the object speaks for itself, John iv. 10. Christ
discovered to the soul is precious, 1 Pet. ii. 7, and he who once finds
the pearl, will gripe at it to make it his own. He is suitable to its
case, which likewise insures the soul’s closing with him, as the sick
man with the physician, or the captive with the deliverer.

3. 1t is always attended with a heart-conquering power, Psalm
c¢x. 3. When the Lord opens the eyes in saving illumination, he
looses the heart by remewing the will, and so brings the soml to
embrace Christ.

I shall now apply this branch of the subject.

Usk 1. Of information. This shews us,

1. They have never found Christ, nor seen his glory, who have not
olosed with him, Psalm ix. 10. They who have not matched with
Christ, have never yet seen mor known the glorious Bridegroom,
John i. 10, 11. For all they have heard of him in the word, or seen
of him iu the sacraments, they are still unacquainted with him, and
he has ever been a vailed beauty to them. A look of him with an
illaminated eye of the mind, would have conquered their souls to
his love, Isa. xlv. 22.

2. They who reject Christ and his way, and think they have rea-
son for so doing, must know that their judgment is not to be re-
garded; for they are blind men judging of colours. (1.) There are
some who never made so much as a shew of trial of Christ and his
way. They were estranged from God from the womb, and they
held even forward in their course of sin to this day, without chang-
ing; and they are making lies of Christ to themselves and others,
Psalm lviii. 3. Poor souls, they know no better, they are under
soul-ruining delusion. If their eyes were opened, they would hate
what they now love, and love what they now hate, Tit. iii. 3. (2.)
There are others, who, after a seeming trial made of Christ and his
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way, have cast them behind their back, 2 Pet.ii. 22. But neither
have they ever got a discovery of him, for as long as they have
hung on about Wisdom’s gates, 1 Cor. ii. 8. They have got into the
outer court, of prayer, the communion-table, a fair. blooming pro-
fession; but they never got into the inner court, to see the Kingin
his beauty. Let both know, that there is something in religion
whioh they never knew to this day; and while they despise it, they
despise what they know not. And if they knew what they know
not, they would as soon embrace death and hell, and throw away
their own life, as do what they do.

3. Ye who have got such a discovery of Christ as has determined
you to close with him, ye have found Christ, and happy are ye. All
the people of God have not alike semsible enjoyment of Christ,
Matth. xvii. 1, 2, nor alike measure of manifestations of him. Neither
are their comforts of alike height, more than their downcastings are
of alike depth. But that discovery of Christ which terminatesin
the soul’s closing with him, is saving. |

Use II. Of trial. Hereby ye may try whether ever ye bave
found Christ or not. We have been long making the fashion of
seeking, let us try whether we have come speed or mot. If ye have
got such a discovery of him, as has terminated in your souls’ closing
with him, ye have found him. And ye may know it by these marks,

Maek 1. If ye have found Christ, ye will value the discovery
a matchless favour, and display of free grace, Matth. xiii. 44. Like
as & poor man, travelling through a desert, in want of all things
would value his finding a covered table and all necessaries; so will
the soul that has been seeking rest through the empty oreation, and ]
is atill disappointed, value the discovery of a full Christ made toit, |
Psalm cxix. 162. Ye will admire free grace in it, and not impute
it to your own pains and diligence, that ever ye had any acquaint-
ance with him.

Mazk 2. A found Christ will engage your esteem above all other
persons and things, 1 Pet. ii. 7. He will be in your eyes the chief
among ten thousand. The world, and all that is in it wiil be bat
loss and dung in comparison of him, Psalm Ixxiii. 25. However lo¥
thoughts ye had of him before, the market will be raised now, s1d
the rate ye will put on him will be so high, as the compass of tb¢
whole world, nay, the compass of men’s desires will not be able %
afford an equivalent, and as good, Prov. viii. 11.

Marx 3. The diséovery of Christ in his glory, will shew sin it
ugly colours, and fill a soul with self-loathing and abhorrence, Job
xlii. 5, 6; Isa. vi. 5. Delusion puffeth up, but real manifestationt
of Christ are humbling. As in the balances, one scale goes up whe

-
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the other goes down ; so the more Christ is exalted in the eyes of a
sinner, the more sin and self are depressed. Doves’ dung and asses’
heads gave a great price in Samaria, when bread was not to be had,
but when it came they were no more valued. That light will dis-
cover the worthlessness even of ome’s duties, and shew one’s own
righteousness like a moth-eaten garment, held up before the sun,
Isa. Ixiv. 6; and leave one poor in spirit before the Lord.

Magk 4. A found Christ will engage the sinner’s heart and affec-
tions, loosing the bond betwixt them and other lovers, and dispose
the soul to say, as Isa. xxvi. 13, “ O Lord our God, other lords be-
sides thee have had dominion over us; but by thee onmly will we
make mention of thy name.” There is an overcoming glory in him,
which being discerned does infallibly give him the preference in the
heart to all competitors, Tit. ii. 11. A believing view of his glory
fills the heart with desire after him, and love to him above and be-
yond all other things, Isa. xxvi. 9; Cant.i. 3. Many a atroke the
law, perhaps, has given to break the bonds of imiquity; but still
they hold the sinner fast. But when the gospel fire is set on in the
soul, and thereby Christ is discovered in his matchless excellency to
the soul, these bonds are burnt and melted down.

Magex 5. Christ being found, the sinner parts with all for him,
without reserve ; and when he has quitted all for him, he thinks he
has a good bargain, Matth. xiii. 46. Where any reserve is made,
there is no saving discovery of Christ made there, who in his first
appearance in the soul saith effectually, ¢ If ye take me, let these go
their way.” The soul parts with all sin; (1.) In respect of afflic-
tion, Rom. vii. 19. (2) Of voluntary subjection, Rom. vi. 14. (3.)
Of allowed residence, Rom. vii. 24. It parts with self too. (1.)
Civil self, friends, oredit, ease, &o¢., Luke xvi. 26 ; Heb. xi. 24, 25;
Deut xxxiii. 9. (2.) Natural self, even life itself is at his disposal.
All that a man hath will he give for his life; but one will not give
a found Christ for it, Luke xiv. 26. And (3.) Religious self is
parted with, whereby the soul “counts all things but loss, for the
oxcellency of the knowledge of Christ,” Phil. iii.

Mark 6. A saving discovery of Christ transforms the soul into his
image. The sight of the most beautiful object on earth cannot work
a likeness to it on the beholders; but a manifestation of Christ does
it, 2 Cor. iii. 18. Love breeds likeness, and likeness nourishes love,
and none see Christ in his glory, but they love him, and therefore
do put on Christ, Rom xiii. ult.; labouring to walk as he walked, 1
John ii. 6. From that moment the soul finds Christ, it commences
nonconformist to the world, being transformed, cast into another
mould, in respect of natare and actions, Rom. xii. 2. And when at

You. X. 2k
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death the discovery shall be perfect, so will holiness be, 1 John iii.2.

Magx 7. They that have once had a saving discovery of Christ,
will always desire further discoveries of him, till they see him as he
is, Exod. xxxiii. 18, “ Shew me thy glory,” will be the language of
their hearts. Here we have the bridegroom’s picture as it were in
ordinances, in the word ; and they who have once seen the beauty of
it, will always be desiring more. Paul knew much of Christ, but
his eye was not satisfied with seeing, Phil. iii. 10. Christ was the
sum of his life, Phil. i. 21 ; the body of divinity to which he desired
to confine his studies, 1 Cor. ii. 2; for in the knowledge of Christ all
religion lies; therefore the learning of Christianity is the learning
of Christ, Eph. iv. 20, 21.

Docrrine I1. Sinners finding Christ, find life.

In discoursing from this doctrine, I shall ;

1. Unfold that life which sinners find, finding Christ.

II. Confirm the point,

III. Make rome practical improvement.

1. I shall unfold that life which sinners find finding Christ. They
find a treasure who find Christ, a treasure of life. To open it up,
I will shew,

1. What life they find who find Christ.

2. What are the qualities of this life.

First, 1 will shew what life they find who find Christ. It is a life
that goes as wide as the death they found in Adam; Rom. v. 1],
« For if through the offence of any one, many be dead ; much more
the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus
Christ, hath abounded unto many.” It is a salve proportioned to
that sore. The sinner’s finding life in Christ implies, that without
Christ, he is under death, which therefore we shall take along with
us. And always the more of Christ, the more life; and the leas of
Christ, the less life. The sinner then finding Christ, finds,

1. A life of grace, in regemeration, which is a spiritual quicken-
ing of the soul ; Eph. ii. 5, “ Even when we were dead in sins, hath
quickened us together with Christ.” Man in his natural unconverted
state, is spiritually dead, Eph. ii. 1. Adam eating the forbidden
fruit, poisoned himself and all his offspring, for it brought immedi-
ate death to them ; it separated them from God the fountain of life;
and so they lie in their natural state, as buried in the grave of sin,
void of all life and sense in spiritual things.

But in the day of the soul’s finding Christ, the Spirit of Christ
enters into it, and quickens it, as Lazarus’s soul entering into his
body, while Christ stood by his grave. So the dead soul is raised,
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the dry bones come together, and are made to live. The man is
endowed with a new vital principle, putting him in a capacity
to move and act graciously, Gal. ii. 20. He is a new creature, as
one raised from the dead. There is a new light let into his mind, a
new set given to his will, a new regulation made on his affections ;
all is new, as by a first resurrection.

2. A life of favour with God; Psalm xxx. 5, “In his favour is
life.” God is Lord of life and death, and we have forfeited our
life to him by our rebellions. May not one say then, he is a dead
man, who is out of God’s favour; and he is secured for life, who en-
joysit? A sinner out of Christ is a dead man, in so far as he is
dead in law, and the broken law has doomed him to die eternally,
Gal. iii. 10. All the fearful threats and curses of the first covenant,
are twisted about him as so many cords of death, binding him as a
condemned criminal, till the day of execution.

But the sinner finding Christ, the sentence of condemnation is re-
versed, he is no more a condemned man, Rom. viii. 1. Christ comes
into the iron-house, makes a discovery of himself to the sinner in
chains, and there the match is made betwixt the Bridegroom and
the captive daughter of Zion. The prison-garments are taken off,
and the marriage-robe is put on the believer, Phil.iii. 9. Then God
says, “Deliver him from going down to the pit; I have found a
ransom,” Job xxxiii. 24. So the ohains of guilt drop off, and the
prison-doors are set open to Christ to hand out his spouse by, and
the face-covering that was on the condemned is destroyed. Now,
who has anything to say, why the prisoner may not go forth free with
her Lord and Husband? Rom. viii. 33. Justice is satisfied, who
had the claim against her; the law that laid her up, and kept her
bound, has no more to demand, Gal. ii. 20. The debt is paid, the
bond is got up, and torn in pieces, Col. ii. 14. The jailor therefore
cannot keep her longer, and death which stood before her with a de-
vouring mouth, is swallowed up in victory, Isa. xxv. 8.

3. A life of new obedience; Rom. vi. 4, “ Therefore we are buried
with him by baptism into death ; that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.” By nature we are quite void of this life,
John xv. 5. The soul in its natural state is never idle indeed, but
ever working ; but then all its works are dead works, Heb. ix. 14,
which can never please the living God. The old man has his deeds
in them that are out of Christ, and all their deedsare so; their very
religious duties are dead works, and in them they are but as walking
ghosts. They cannot perform one vital action in a spiritual sense ;
Gen. vi. 5, Psalm xiv. 3, Tit. i. 15.

22
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But the sinner finding Christ finds newness of life. He is not the
man he was. Christ not only brings him out of the grave of his ns-
tural state but he looses all his grave-clothes of reigning lusts, and
sets him a-pulling them off, and casting them from him ; Col. iii. 8.
He gives them change of raiment. The man puts on Christ, per-
sonates him, walking as he also walked. Now his obedience is uni-
versal, Psalm oxix. 6; his heart is shaped out in breadth and length
to the whole law of Christ. It is spiritual; it is a cluster of vital
aotions, whereof Christ is the principle; Gal. ii. 20, and the em
Phil. i. 21.

4. A life of comfort. Non vivere valere sed est vita ; 1 Sam. xxv. 6.
1 Thess. iii. 8. The nataral man has the most uncomfortable life in
the world. He has no solid ground of comfort, because matters are
quite wrong betwixt Heaven and him ; he has no actual comfort,
but as it were in a dream, when he drinks of the broken cisterns, %
as to forget his misery: Job xv. 21.

Bat the sinner finding Christ finds a life of comfort. He is put
into a comfortable state, as reconciled to God, and having his sit
pardoned; Psalm xxxii. 1. And if at any time he want comfort,
it is not becanse the ground of it is rased, for that can neverb
while the everlasting covenant remains, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5, but becaus
his eyes are held that he cannot perceive it, like Hagar at the well
And in his deepest sorrows and distress, there is a seed of comfort
that will spring up ; Psalm xcvii. 11. Light is sown for the righte-
ous, and gladness for the upright in heart.

6. Lastly, Eternal life; John xvii. 3. Man in his natural stsl
is a dead man, liable to eternal death in hell. And whosoever lives
and dies in that state,cannot miss to perish for ever ; Mark xvi. 16:
‘Wherefore whenever God opens the sinner’s eyes to see his own 03
he sees he is eternally lost if he get not help; Aets ii. 37.

But the sinner finding Christ finds eternal life ; John iii. ult. The
second death can have no power over him, from that happy moment
He commences an heir of glory, and heaven’s happiness is secu
to him. Come death when it will, come judgment when it will, his
bappy state is already determined by the word, and can never be ré:
versed.

Secondly, 1 shall shew what are the qualities of the life which they
find who find Christ.

1. It is a divine life; Eph. iv. 18. 8o it is the most excellent
life. The vegetative life, by which our bodies grow, is common to o
with the plants of the earth; the life of sense, with brutes; the life
of reason, with infidels ; but this life exalts one to a rank of being
superior to the rest of mankind, namely, into the rank of saints ps™
takers of the divine nature.
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2. It is a life of the whole man. Sinners out of Christ are but
half alive, and that in the worst half too, while their bodies are
alive, their souls are dead within them; 1 Tim.v.6. But on the
soul’s finding Christ, the soul is made alive too, and so the whole
man lives ; the better part is quickened. And as the dead souls of
the wicked will secare the eternal death of their bodies too, death
spreading itself from their souls to their bodies; so the life of the
soul will secure the eternal life of the body, life spreading in like
manner from the soul to the body ; Rom. viii. 11.

3. It is a pleasant life; Prov. iii. 17. Sinners are geunerally
prejudiced in the oase, as if it were an unpleasant and uncomfortable
life ; but that is the opinion only of those who are unacquainted
with it; for David could say, Psalm iv. 7, “ Thou hast put glad-
ness in my heart, more than in the time that their corn and their
wine inoreased.” It is trme, the pleasure of it is not expressed in
the noisy way in which the world expresses theirs; it is a water
that runs deeper than to make such a moise as the shallow brooks
and muddy streams of the world’s pleasures do. Bat all the plea-
santries of the men of the world, are light as a feather in com-
parison of the pleasure found in communion with God, the sense of
his favour, and the serenity of conscience ; by this good token, that
these will bear up a man in the greatest distresses, where those
others evanish at the blast ; Hab. iii. 17.

4. Itis a persevering life, that can never be lost; Hab. ii. 4, * The
just shall live by his faith.” Compare Heb. x. 38. It is a life that,
from the moment it is given, shall never die out for ever ; John iv.
14. The life of inherent grace may be very low, but can never be
lost ; one may lose the sense of the life of favour with God, but can
never lose the thing itself; John v.24. They that now lead the
most honourable and wealthy life in the world, death will put an
end to it; but this life will make its way through death itself,
unhart.

6. Lastly, It is a growing life; John x. 10. It is true, the Chris-
tian life is not always growing, more than the trees in winter. But
it is a life that grows universally, regularly, and proportionably,
till it come to its perfection in glory; Prov. iv. 18, “ The path of
tho just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the
perfect day.” It buds in regeneration, begins to open in progressive
sanctification, and is full spread in glory ; but it shall never wither,
but be fresh and fragrant through eternity.

I1. In order to confirm this doctrine, That sinners finding Christ
find life, consider,

1. The Mediator, by the Father’s appointment, is the immediate
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receptaclo of life for all to whom life is designed by the Father,
Col. i. 19; as the bowl in Zechariah’s candlestick received the oil
from the two olive-trees, and communicated the same by the pipes to
the lamps; Zech. iv. 2, 3. God seeing all mankind dead in Adaz,
but having destined the elect mumber to life, has put life for them
all in the Mediator, as in & sure repository, where it cannot be lost:
1 John v. 11, hence the apostle draws the conclusion of our text;
ver. 12, “He that hath the Som, hath life;”” even as he who bath
a woman in marriage, hath all that is hers; so he that hath Cbris,
not only hath a right to, but actually hath life, even everlasting
life ; ver. 13; John v. 24. He that buys the field hath the tres
sure in it.

2. As Adam lost his life, and that of all his posterity, by his los-
ing of God, who is the life and soul of the soul of man ; Psalm x1x
5, in separation of the soul from whom its death lies; so the sinner
finding Christ finds God again, and therefore must needs find life
God is in Christ, the fulness of the Godhead is in him; Col.ii.},
and by him the believer comes to God; Heb. vii. 25, for that wa
the end of his death, ¢ that he might bring us to God ;" 1 Pet.iii
18. The Father becomes his Father, the Son his Saviour, the Hols
Ghost his Sanctifier ; for a whole Trinity is made over to the sin
ner in the covenant “ I am thy God.” So finding Christ, the sinner
finds the whole Trinity of persons; how then can he but find life?

3. The sinner finding Christ finds the Spirit of life. This is®
certain, that “if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is nont
of his,” Rom. viii. 9. Not ounly do the graces of the Spirit dwel
in them who have found Christ, but the person of the Spirit, the
cause of the other; Rom. viii. 11. This is that which gives then
life, preserves it that it cannot be lost, increaseth it, and at Jength
perfeots it ; John iv. 14. We see many who getting some light
touches and common operations of the Spirit, seem to live for3
while; but their seeming life wears away by degrees, and thej
never recover it; why ? becanse not having found Christ, they bave
not found life, nor the Spirit either. But believers are recoverel
from their decays, because the Spirit of life still remains with them.

4. The sinner finding Christ, is united to him as a member of bis
body ; Eph. iii. 17. Hence his life secures theirs; John xiv. 19,
“ Because I live, ye shall live also.” They cannot die, as long as b
lives, and therefore their life is everlasting. As members of Chrish
the Spirit of Christ dwells in them, as the principle of their life;
and they derive spiritual mourishment from him, as the branches
from the vine-stock. Hence it is that the resurrection of their mor-
tal bodies is secared to them, according to Rom. viii. 11, * But if the
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Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead, dwell in you ; he
that raised up Christ from the dead, shall also quicken your mortal
bodies, by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” So that finding Christ,
they find everlasting life of soul and body.

5. The sinner finding Christ, finds all the promises of the ever-
lasting covenant, which are all promises of life, as the threatenings
of the law are of death; Tit. i. 2; 2 Cor. i. 20; for the promises
are immediately made to Christ; Gal. iii. 16, and in right of him
they become ours. Hence “ he that spared not his own Son, but de-
livered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give
us all things #” Rom. viii. 32. Some would reckon themselves made
up all their life, if they did find a parcel of bank-bills; but he that
finds Christ, finds heaven’s bank-bills, which being presented to
God, will get payment of them to the bearer, be who he will, and
that such as will make him live happily through the ages of eternity.

6. The sinner finding Christ, finds a satisfactory answer to all the
law’s demands, which staves him off from life till they be satisfied.
(1.) The law demands the debt of perfect obedience, if the simmer
will have life; Matth, xix. 17. In Christ this is answered; for
¢« Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that
believeth;” Rom. x. 4. (2.) It demands the debt of punishment,
for satifaction of justice for sin done. The answer is, “ I am cruci-
fied with Christ ;” Gal.ii.20. Thns he has found a complete righte-
ousness, in which the law itself can find no blemish nor defect.
Thus the carrent of death towards the believer is stopped, and the
waters of the curse are dried up; and life flows into the soul, and
the blessing comes in room of the curse.

7. Lastly, To sum up all in a word, The sinner finding Christ,
finds all things necessary to make him happy. See the believer’s
possessions, what he gets with Christ when he gets him; 1 Cor. iii.
22, 23, “ Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life,
or death, or things present, or things to come ; all are yours; and
ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s.” Rom. viii. 32, “ He that
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall
he not with him aleo freely give us all things ?” There is a trea-
sure in him,@r he is a treasure, and the treasure becomes the be-
liever’s; Matth. xiii. 44. There are unsearchable riches in him, and
they are all made over to the believer; Eph. iii. 8. Look to the
whole of Christ’s purchase, what he bought for poor sinners with
his blood, and the soul finding Christ finds it all, and may say, It is
all mine. :

I shall now make some practical improvement of this branch of
the text.

Use I. Of information. This informs us,
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1. That the best way for one’s security in an evil day, is to bar
found Christ. This is a day of impending wrath, wherein God is
threatening to cause death overflow the nation.*  The true wayt
answer God’s call in the dispensation of the day, is to seek Christ,
that ye may find him ; so shall ye find life.

1st, God is threatening to take away men’s substance, the mes:
of life, making the heavens as brass, and the earth as iron.t Hebu
locked up in great measure the pastures of the field, so that the beasts
groan under the sins of men. And no wonder, considering the six
ful improvement that has been made of their prosperity. Butifall
should go together, it cannot break the true Christian, who findia

Christ has found life, and may say as Hab. iii. 17, 18, “ Althougt
the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines, the
labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat, th
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the
stalls; yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of By
salvation.”

2dly, God is threatening to make death ride in triumph amed
men. He has been sweeping away multitudes abroad ; and bow cat
these nations think to escape, nations lying under the fearful guit
of former times, and who have been long busied in filling up their
cup to the brim?  All ranks in church and in state have corrupied
their ways; and when we consider the unnatural marriages, and i
natural murders, that have fallen ont more than at any time ever |
remember, I cannot bat take them for presages, that the things which
concern this generation are making haste, the hearing of which il
make men’s ears to tingle. Well, Sirs, happy are they that find
Christ ; for they shall find life, when death in its most frightfal &+
pect shall seize a God-provoking generation, and make all their
courage fail in one moment, never to recover.

2. There is no way to attain to holiness, and acceptable obediext
in good works, without finding of Christ, or closing with him upd
a saving discovery of him made to the soul. Find what we will if
we find not Christ, we will remain in a state of death; and all th
reasons and motives that can be fetched from heaven or hell, Wil
not quicken us; and therefore cannot put us upon the doing of the

least good work; for, says Christ, “ without me ye can do potbing,”
John xxv. 5. It is true, that, as, in an earthquake, dead bodies 118Y
fly from ome place to another, by the force of commotion, yet still

* Referring to the plague which bad then broke out in France, and proved 1’
mortal in several places, particularly at Marseilles.
t This refers to a great drought in spring, 1721.
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void of life ; so an unbeliever, by the fear of punishment and hope
of reward, may work, as one for his life; but alas! his works are
but dead works still.

3. The true way to holiness is the finding of Jesus Christ; John
vi. 28, 29, “ Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that
we might work the works of God? Jesus answered and said unto
them, this is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he
hath sent.” If ever ye would be holy, believe; if ye would reach
the highway called the way of holiness, betake yourselves to him
who is the way, and the truth, and the life; John xiv. 6. As the
dead man (2 Kings xiii. 21,) let down into Elisha’s grave, as soon
as he touched the bomes of Elisha, revived, and stood up on his

. feet ; so the dead soul meeting with Christ by participation of his
Spirit is quickened. And as a wick put to a burning lamb is light-
ed, so as immediately they join flames, and burn on; so the soul
finding Christ finds life, embraces him, and lives by him and to
him.

4, Christ does not set his people to work for life, to procure
life to themselves by their own working; he has given them life,
a life that will never end, in their aunion with them, and bids them
work from that life. The law or covenant of works says to them
who are under it, Do this, and live ; if ye will have life, work and
win it ; Matth. xix. 17. But Christ says to the poor tired creature,
busy at labour in vain, Come to me that you may have life. And
having come and received life, he sets it to work.

6. Faith and obedience are inseparable; John xv. 5, “ He that
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit.”
Rom. vi. 14, “ Sin shall not have dominion over you ; for ye are
not under the law, but under grace.” The life that sinners find,
finding Christ is without question, for the kind of it, a holy lite;
and the manner of one’s working must needs be of a piece with the
manner of one’s being. When Nebuchadnezzar was driven from men
to herd with the beasts of the field, he lived like the beasts. Men
living in sin, walk in it; Col. iii. 7. And those who are blessed
with a life that is holy in the nature of it, must needs be holy in
their walk; and if that life were perfected, they would be per-
fectly holy. So where there is no holiness, there is no life, no faith,
no union with the holy Jesus. Unholy professors are dead sinners,
and will be buried odt of sight in the pit; Heb. xii. 14, * Without
holiness no man shall see the Lord.”

6. Lastly, The one thing we have to seek above all things, for time
and eternity, is to find Christ. For whoso findeth him findeth life,
for time and eternity. And this is not the work only of the time
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of our first conversion to God, but the work of our whole live
1 Pet. ii. 4, compared with vers. 2, 3. For always the more we finl
of Christ, we bave the more life, and the less of him, the le
life. Finding Christ we find all for holiness and happiness. Th
Jews say, that the 613 precepts of the law are all reduced to tlis
saying, Hab. ii. 4, “ The just shall live by his faith.” And tk
trath is, the sum of the Christian life lies here ; Gral. ii. 20,

Use. II. Of exhortation. Seek Christ until ye find him, ax
find life in him and by him. To press this, I offer the followingme-
tives.

Morive 1. Man is a seeking creature : Matth. xiii. 45. Sinnen
out of Christ are as busy seeking as others are, like the watchgr
ing as fast when wrong as when right. There is a void withi
that would be filled ; but the matter is, they go all wrong in thei
search, They are seeking a rest to their hearts in the creatur
and a rest to their conscience in the works of the law; buti
neither of these will they find what they seek. Turn ye, sinner
seek Christ; why seek ye the living among the dead ? In Chrit
only is to be found what ye are seeking, rest to the conscience an
to the heart.

Morive 2. Now is the time he is to be found; Isa.lv.6. Tb
day will come when he will not be to be found; and so the sinner
has no more access to life. Remember the case of the foolish vir
gins; Matth. xxv. That is a heavy word; Prov.i. 24,26, “Be
cause I have called, and ye refused, I have stretched out my basd
and no man regarded ;—I also will laugh at your calamity, I wil
mock when your fear cometh.” And how stinging will it then be ®
think, that the time of seeking Christ was spent in seeking what
cannot profit ; and that then all access to him is lost for ever.

Morrve wlt. Ye will be made up for ever, if ye find Christ ; and
undone, if ye fiud him not ; Prov. viii. 35, 36. If one was taken®
all the days of his life, seeking him, and should find him at last, all

would be found to be well bestowed; Matth. xiii. 45,46. And find ¥hat .

we will, if we should find all the wealth, honours, and pleasures of the
world, it would not compensate the loss of a missed Saviour; Matth.
xvi. 26. But I will branch out this exhortation in two particula™

First, Sinners, seek to find Christ, and to find life in him, by g%
ting a saving discovery of him made to your souls. To press soek-
ing of this saving discovery, consider, .

Mor. 1. There is no closing with Christ, or believing in him, with-
out a saving discovery of him made to the soul; Psalm ix. 10;
Jobn iv. 10. Men may believe in an unseen, but not an unkno¥®
Christ. There is an illumination in the knowledge of Christ, that*
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necessary towards the embracing of him. Without it the wounded
soul will pine away in its wounds, not knowing the Physician; and
the sinner in his sius, not knowing the Saviour.

2. All your labour in religion, without this, will be but working
in the dark, and labour in vain; John xiv. 6, compared with Ecel.
x. 156. What will all attainments in religion avail, without the
knowledge of the main thing, ¢. e. the knowledge of Christ 2 Matth.
vii. 22, we find some prophesying in Christ’s name, in his name
casting out devils, and in his name doing many wonderful works,
who lose all their pains, because there was mo saving acquaintance
betwixt Christ and them.

8. The discovery of Christ is the most excellent discovery that
men are capable of. Therefore Paul determined to seek after noth-
ing but that; 1 Cor. ii. 2; he preferred it to all other things; Phil.
iii. 8. What though men be ever so well aoquainted with the na-
ture of the creation, and can dive into the secret mysteries of na-
ture, with the reasonms of the same ? if they be unacquainted with
Christ, it is but a bewitching vanity, and a gilded ignorance.

The knowledge of Christ appears to be the most noble, if one con-
siders, (1.) The superlative excellency of the object; Col ii. 9, “ In
him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” (2.) The way
and manner one comes to this knowledge. Not by the light of na-
tare ; this cannot discover Christ to a soul; not by mere objective
revelation in the word ; men may indeed learn much of Christ that
way, but may go to hell for it all; but by the light of the Spirit
and subjective revelation; Matth. xvi. 16, 17. (3.) The certainty
of it, which surpasses all demonstration; Heb. xi. 1. (4.) The use-
fulness of it. Other knowledge men may have, and perish with it;
all the arts and sciences in the world cannot give life to the soul ;
but this is life, eternal life to them that have it; John xvii. 3.
Wherefore all other researches are but laborious trifling, unless in so
far as they are subservient to this.

4e Christ discovered in his glory will satisfy your souls, and ar-
rest your hearts ; Matth. xiii. 45, 46, “ Be shut my eyes and ears,”
saith Luther, “and say, you know no God out of Christ, none but
he that was in the lap of Mary, and sucked her breasts.” What is
the reason of the apostasy and backsliding of many, but that they
were never brought into this inner court of religion? If they had,
they had been held fast. They had seen in him what is fully com-
mensurate to the desires of a soul, and therefore had no occasion to
have gone back unto the world and their lusts. This would be an
anchor of the soul, in the midst of temptations, troubles, persecu-
tions, and losses, arising from whatever quarter they may; and is
the absolutely best way to fix the heart.
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6. Christ is a vailed beauty, an unknown Christ to the most pas
of the hearers of the Gospel, and to all those to whom the Holy
Spirit has not given saving illumination, Cant. v. 9, compare Jobai
10. Beware he continue not to be so unto you. Seek to get the
vail removed, that ye may see that in Christ, which the world left ts
perish in their iniquity never sees. The leading difference betrix:
the wise and the foolish builders, and the wise and the foolish virgins
was, the one had illumination, the other had not.

6. Lastly, Without a saving discovery of Christ, ye perish, Jok
xvii. 3. Isa. liii. 11. Igoorance of, and unacquaintedness witt
Christ must needs be fatal to the soul, since he is the only way &
the Father, and there is no salvation in any other. It is thegrex
design of the Gospel to bring souls acquainted with Jesus Chris;
so where that is not reached, the gospel has not its effect ; and whers
the gospel has not a saving effect, the law will take effect to one’
condemnation.

I shall give you some directions for obtaining this discovery o
Christ.

Dieeorion 1. Labour to be acquainted with yourselves, yorr
own sinfulness and misery. And for that cause lay your hearts,
lives, and state, to the rule of the holy law. Conviction leads the
way to saving illumination, the knowledge of the disease to that o
the physician, Acts xvi. 30, 31.

2. Seek the discovery of Christ in your attendance on publicor
dinances, Prov. viii. 34. These are the galleries where the kizf
walks, the lattices by which he shews himself. See Psalm xiv.8.
There is the market where the eye-salve is to be bought of biz-
There Lydia’s heart was opened. It is good to be in Christ’s wa};
as Zacoheus was. And were we looking and longing for a disco-
very of him there, we would not long want it.

3. Seek the discovery of him in his written word, the scriptarts
for they are they which testify of Christ, John v. 39. God’s wordis
the great means of illumination; Psalm xix. 8. The Psalmist faand
it to be so by experience, Psalm cxix. 130, “ The entrance of b7
words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.” I
is the special instrument the Spirit uses for illumination.

4. Seok it earnestly in prayer, Prov.ii. 3—h. When the disciples
were together at prayer, the doors being shut, he manifested bio-
self unto them. We are not to expect bodily discoveries of Christ;
if we had them, they would not do our turn; the Jews saw him 8
who believed not on him ; but we are to seek a discovery of Christ
in the glory of his person and offices, by the Spirit, which alone ¢a?
be attended with saving effects. .

5. Lastly. Whenever the Lord lets in the least beam of heavenly

»
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light into your souls, cherish it, though it may be painful by dis-
covering your sin and misery ; make much of it; after little, more
may come, Hos. vi. 3.

Secondly, Seek to find Christ and life in him, by getting an
interest in him. The soul then finds Christ, and has life, when it
has got an interest in him. If you enquire how that interest ir got ?
It is throngh faith. God hath given to us eternal life in the free
offer of the gospel, and that life is in his Son, 1 John v. 11. Believe
the word of the gospel with particular application to yourselves, re-
ceive and rest on bim siducially for life, the life of grace and glory,
and ye have it. Wherefore come to Christ, that ye may have life.

To press this, consider,

Morive 1. Ye are to come to Christ, that ye may get life in
and by him, Isa. Iv. 1, 2, “ Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to
the waters, and he tkat hath no money ; come ye, buy and eat, yea,
come, buy wine and milk without money, and without price. 'Where-
fore do ye spend money for that which is not bread ? and your
labour for that which satisfieth not 2 hearken diligently unto me,
and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in
fatness.” Rev. iii. 20, “ Behold, I stand at the door and kmnock ; if
any man hear my voice, and open the door I will come in to him,
and will sup with him, and he with me.” Here is an invitation to
life, let not that complaint be made of you, John v. 40, ¢ Ye will
not come to me, that ye might have life.” Consider,

1st, It is an offer the fallen angels never got. When Christ was
born there was good-will towards men, but no sign of it towards fal-
len angels. Yet they are in themselves a rank of beings superior
to mankind, and be owed no more to us than to them. Only his
sovereign pleasure made the difference. ‘ How then shall we escape,
if we neglect so great salvation 2”

2dly, It is an invitation not given to millions in the world, who
are the sons of Adam as well as we. Many kingdoms and empires
in the world lie in darkness and the shadow of death, and no offer
of life is made to them ; but it is made to you.

3dly, It is the greatest offer that ever was or shall be, that heaven
can give and earth receive, admired by angels, and grudged by
devils; and shall it be slighted by men 2 even an offer of the son of
God, and eternal life in him.

4thly, It is an offer frequently repeated. Now sinner, Christ is
boding himself and eternal life upon you. You have given him
many refusals, but he will not yet take your refusal, bnt continues
the offer.

Momtve 2. Christ is very willing to give himself, and eternal life
in himself to you, John vi. 37. Consider,
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1st, How ample and large the gospel offer is, excluding none tht
will come, Isa. lv. 1, forecited. Rev. xxii. 17,  Whosoever ¥i.
let him take the water of life freely.”

2dly, There is no cage a sinner can be in, that shall mar his recep
tion with Christ, and partaking of life, if he will come to Christ; Is.
i. 18, ¢ Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord; thout
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though ths
be red like orimson, they shall be as wool.” Manasseh’s bloodsi«
and witchcraft, Paul’s blasphemy and persecution, and Mary Ma-
dalene’s lewdness, hindered not their getting life in and by Chrit
‘When he was in the world, he raised Lazarus when sinking in ti¢
grave, as well as the ruler’s daughter newly dead.

3dly, He takes kindly notice of the sinner’s first steps towar:
him; the father met the prodigal son while yet a great way o
See Jer. xxxi. 18—20. He surprises souls with looks of kindoes
preventing them, Is. Ixv. 1, as he did Paul, Zaccheus, and others

4thly, He is at great pains with sinners to bring them to hims
for life. He stands and knocks; by convictions, surprising merci
rods, and orosses, he says in effect, “ Why will ye die %”

Morrve 3. Yo are commanded to come to him, that ye ‘may ba%
life ; 1 John iii. 23, « This is his commandment, that we should ¥ |
lieve on the name of his Son Jesus Christ.” All the gospel inviv |
tions are commands ; so that it is not left to you whether to com
or not; but ye are peremptorily enjoined. Consider,

1st, Ye are creatures owing obedience to the commands of youU |
sovereign Lord ; and therefore trample not on his gospel commssd |

2dly, How highly merciful and reasonable this command is. Al
God’s commandments are most righteous, Psalm oxix. 128. Butb
hold this is an eminently merciful and reasonable one, that the cre
ture should seek the favour of its Creator; that man should be 3
peace with God ; that the poor sinner should go to the rich Savioth
the sick to the Physician, the guilty flee to the city of refuge s
live, and the dying soul have recourse to the fountain of life. 4
all this under the pain of God’s displeasure. [

8dly, What a mercy it is that there is not a countermand; i
when Adam and his offspring fell, God did not forbid them ever‘“
hope for the least grain of meroy; but graciously invites and ™
treats, yea, and commands them to come and partake of his favour!

4thly, It is such a command, that if it be not obeyed, God bas ¥
value for all other obedience, 1 John iii. 23, John vi. 29.

Mor. 4. Ye need Christ, and ye need life; yo have an absol®
need of both. Do ye not need grace, the favour of God, pardon®
sin, the light of his countenance, the influences of his Spirit tbe
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manifestations of his love? Without these ye can never be happy,
but eternally miserable. O then seek to find Christ, and life in him.

Use. Ult. Hereby ye may try whether ye have found Christ or not.
The soul yet dead in sin hath not found him; but where there is
spiritual life, Christ is found by that soul. How shall one know
whether he be spiritually dead or alive? I will offer but three
marks.

Magk 1. Spiritual light, not only let into the conscience, but into
the heart, 2 Cor. iv. 6, John viii. 12. And that may be known by
these two things.

(1.) The discovery it makes. The light of life shews a man his
former darkness, making him say, “ Once was I blind, but now I
see.” It discovers sin in its sinfulness, not only as dangerous, but
as loathsome and abominable ; the sinfulness of heart-sins as well
as of life-sins; the first movings of sin, as well as of sin ripened
by consent or action; the man’s own utter inability to help himself,
and the need of Christ both for justification, and sanctification ;
Christ’s preciousness, and perfect snitableness to the sinner’s case.
This is the discovery made by the light of life, or saving illumina-
tion, Luke xv. 17, 1 Pet. ii. 17.

(2.) The efficaoy it hath on the soul, Matth. iii. 11. There are
many who have a great deal of light ; but it has no more efficacy on
them to bring them from sin to holiness, than painted fire has to
burn. But the light of life humbles the soul before God; causes
grief for sin and hatred of of it, as contrary to God’s holy nature
and will ; a holy despairing of help by ourselves or any other crea-
ture; and a betaking one’s self to Christ for all, for pardon, and fa-
vour with God, for holiness and happiness, Phil. iii. 3.

Magk 2. Where there is spiritual life there is spiritual sense and
feeling. In spiritnal death all the senses of the soul, so to speak,
are locked up; and they may be at some times very dull in those
who are spiritually alive. But it is evident, that in the quickening
of the soul they are restored, and never lost again altogether. The
eyes of the soul are opened to see God, Christ, sin, the world, and
all things that concern the soul, in other colours than formerly.
They hear his voice in his word and in his rod, and they discern it
from all others, Cant. v. 2, so that their great business is to answer
his call. They have tasted that the Lord is gracious; they bave
the witness in themselves, that there is something in religion more
desirable than all the profits and pleasures of the world, John v. 10.
They can say from their experience, that all his garments smell of
myrrh, aloes, and cassia, Psalm xlv. 8, that everything about Christ
is lovely and desirable. The fulness of grace lodged in him, is sa-
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voury to them, Cant. i. 3. Their sense of feeling is awakened; tk
burden of sin they sometime went lightly under, makes them gron
now, and long to be rid of it, as ever a poor prisoner was of ks
chains ; Rev. vii. 24, “ O wretched man that I am, who shall delirs
me from the body of this death ¥’ Every limb of that bodyiss
weight to them. And they are sensible of Christ’s goings and coa-
ings, his hidings and manifestations of himself, and the power of b
grace ; Psalm xxx. 7, “ Lord, by thy favour thou hast made my
mountain to stand strong; thou didst hide thy face, and I wa
troubled.”

Mazrk 8. Where there is spiritual life, there is a kindly heat a
warmth of the same kind. There is a threefold flame kindled in th
believer in the day of his being restored to life, though it acts 8x
alike vigorously in all, nor in the same person alike at all times.

(1.) There is a flame of holy desires; Isa. xxvi. 9. They han
longing desires after righteousness, both imputed and implante;
Matth. v. 6, they are set for the one as well as the other. The
have ardent desires after communion with God in Christ; Pale
xlii. 1. Hence the secret cries of the soul, O that I knew wher!
might find him! O when wilt thou come unto me!

(2.) There is a flame of love to Christ; Rom. v. 5. They loe
him above all persons and things; Luke xiv. 26. They love i
truths, his whole word ; his commands, though striking against thel
ocorruptions ; Rom. vii. 22, his promises, as the sweetest cordials®
a soul fainting under the apprehensions of wrath, or prevailisg
corruption ; the threatening of his word approving them heartily 8
most just; Rom. vii. 12. Their hearts warm to any in whom God’
image appears, and that because of that image; 1 John iii. I+
They love his ordinances ; Psalm lxxxiv. 1, because they arebis
institutions, and the appointed means of communion with him.

(3.) There is a flame of zeal for Christ; Psalm Ixix. 9. Theys®
concerned for his honour in the world, the thriving of his kingdo-
It vents itself in indignation against sin in themselves and others
because of the dishonour it reflects on Christ; 2 Cor. vii. 11, ine¥
deavouring to be active for God in their station, and grieving for th¢
ills which they cannot help, saying with David, “ Rivers of waters
run down mine eyes, because they keep not thy law,” Psalm exix
136. -



