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TO THE INHABITANTS

BOROUGH AND FOREIGN

KIDDERMINSTER.

Dearly beloved Friends in the Lord,

As it was the unfeigned love ofyour souls, that hath hither-

to moved me much to print v^^hat I have done, that you might
have the help of those truths, which God hath acquainted
me with, when I am dead and gone, so is it the same affec-

tion that hath persuaded me here to send you this familiar

discourse. It is the same that you heard preached : and
the reasons that moved me to preach it, do move me now to

publish it
;

that if any of you have forgot it, it may be

brought to your remembrance ; or if it worked not upon
you in the hearing, yet in the deliberate perusal it may work.

I bless the Lord that there are so many among you that

know by experience the nature of conversion, which is the

cause of my abundant affection towards you, above any
other people that I know, (especially in that you also walk

in so much humility, unity, and peace, when pride and divi-

sions have caused so many ruins abroad). But I see that

there is no place or people on earth that will answer our de-

sires, or free us from those troubles that constantly attend

our earthly state. I have exceeding cause to rejoice in very

many of you ;
but in many also I have cause of sorrow.

Long have I travailed (as Paul speaks. Gal. iv. 19.) as in
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birth, till Christ be formed in you. For this have I studied

and prayed, and preached ;
for this have I dealt with you in

private exhortation
;
for this have I sent you all such books

as J conceived suitable to your needs : and yet to the grief
of my soul I must speak it, the lives of many of you declare

that this great work is yet undone. I believe God, and

therefore I know that you must every soul of you be con-

verted, or condemned to everlasting punishment. And

knowing this, I have told it you over and over again : I

have shewed you the proof and reasons of it, and the cer-

tain misery of an unconverted state : I have earnestly be-

sought you, and begged of you to return
;

and if I had

tears at command, I should have mixed all these exhortations

with my tears
;
and if I had but time and strength, (as I

have not,) I should have made bold to have come more to

you, and sit with you in your houses, and entreated you on

the behalf of your souls, even twenty times, for once that I

have entreated you. The God that sent me to you knows
that my soul is grieved for your blindness, and stubborn-

ness, and wickedness, and misery, more than for all the

losses or crosses in the world, and that my heart's desire

and prayer for you to God, is, that you may yet be con-

verted and saved. But alas ! I see not the answer of my
desires, some few of you (andi thank God they be but few)
will not so much as come to me, nor be willing that I should

come to you to be catechised or instructed. Some of you still

quarrel with the holy way in which you must walk if ever you
will be saved. Some of you give up yourselves to the world,

and thrust God out ofyour hearts and houses, and have not so

much as a chapter read, or an earnest prayer put up to God
nor once a savoury word of heaven, from morning to night.
I would there were none of you that secretly hate the dili-

gent strictness that God hath commanded us, and think this

daily care for our salvation to be more ado than needs
; as

if you had found out something else, that better deserved

your care and diligence, and would better pay you for it.

Too many among you are carping and cavilling against those

humble, godly Christians whom you should carefully imi-

tate
; you are hearkening after and aggravating all their

infirmities, and charging them as hypocrites, because they
will not be as careless as yourselves : but you consider not
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that in so doing, you censure yourselves, and speak the

greatest terror to your souls, that you can imagine ;
for if

they that go so far be hypocrites, what will become of you
that come not near them? If they that set their minds on

the life to come, and think nothing too much that they can

do to be saved, be yet but hypocrites ;
if they that dare not

swear, or curse, or drink, or whore, or deceive, or wilfully
live in any sin, are yet but hypocrites ;

what then shall be-

come of such as you, that so much neglect a holy life, and

live so much to the world and flesh, and never did a quar-
ter so much as they for the saving of your souls? If the

righteous themselves are scarcely saved, (that is, with much

striving and suffering, and with much ado,) and if hypocrites
cannot be saved at all

; where then shall the ungodly and

the sinners appear*? Your Judge hath told you that " ex-

cept your righteousness exceed the righteousness of the

scribes and pharisees, you shall in no case enter into the

kingdom of heaven ^" If these men then be no better than

pharisees, you must exceed them, or there is no possibility
of your salvation. Go beyond them first, and then you may
the better condemn them. Till then, you doubly condemn

yourselves that come so short of them. If malice did not

blind you, you would have seen that this stone which you
cast at others, would fly back in your faces.

But above all, it is the odious, swinish sin of tippling
and drunkenness, and such like sensuality, that declareth

too many of you to be yet strangers to conversion. I have

told you the danger of it : I have shewed you the word of

God against it, resolving that drunkards shall not inherit

the kingdom of God ^, and commanding us not to keep com-

pany with you, or to eat with you ^. I have told you, and

told you an hundred times, with what a face these sins will

look upon you in the end. And yet all will not do, for

aught yet I see, as I found you I must leave you ;
and after

all my pains and prayers, instead of rejoicing in the hopes of

your salvation, I must part with you in sorrow, and appear

against you before the Lord, as a witness of your wilfulness,

and negligence, and impenitency. Ah Lord ! is there no

remedy, but I must leave so many of my poor neighbours
» 1 Pet. iv. 17, 18. Matt, xxiii. 33. •» Matt. v. 20.

c 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. ^ 1 Cor. v. 11—13.
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in the power of satan, and in a slavery to their flesh, and a

contempt of heaven, and a wilful neglect of a holy life? Is

there no persuading them to cast away their known and

wilful sin
; and to seek first the kingdom of God and his

righteousness ? Must I see them condemned by Christ that

would have saved them ? Must my preaching and persua-
sions be brought in against them, that were intended by me
for their conversion and salvation ? O, what is the matter,

that we cannot prevail with reasonable men in so plain a

case ? Can they imagine that sin is better than holiness ;

or that it is better to obey their flesh than God ? Do they
think that this life will last always ? Or that the pleasures
of sin will never have an end ? Or that they shall never be

called to a reckoning for all this ? Can they imagine that

heaven is not worthy to be sought, and eternal things to be

preferred before those that are transitory ? Or that a care-

less, loose, and fleshly life will be better at last than a life

of diligence, obedience, and holiness ? O that we did but

know what to say to these men that would go to their

hearts, and bring them to their wits, or what to do for them
that might turn them from their sin, and fetch them home
to God, and save them. Is there no hope to prevail with

them before they find themselves in hell ? Poor miserable

souls ! O that I knew but what to do for you, that might
do you good, and save you before it be too late. But alas !

what should we do more ? If my life lay*on it, I cannot

persuade a drunkard from his filthy drunkenness, nor a co-

vetous man from his worldly mind and life, how much less

to a thorough conversion, and a heavenly conversation ?

The example of their godly neighbours at the next doors
will not allure them, but they will go on towards hell with
the voice of prayers and exhortations in their ears ! The
reproofs of their neighbours do but anger them, and they
cry out, that all is said in malice : as if it were a malicious

thing to go about to save them from sin and hell. Minis-
ters cannot prevail with them in public nor in private.

Many of them will speak me fair
; but they will not be per-

suaded to turn and live a holy life. And if neither neigh-
bours, nor friends, nor ministers can be heard; if con-
science itself cannot be heard

;
if the God that made them,

if Christ that bought them cannot be heard ; if the plain-
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est Scripture cannot be regarded ; ^f mercies and afflictions,

if heaven and hell cannot prevail to draw a sinner to be

willing to be saved, and for so reasonable a matter, as to let

go his filthy vice and vanity, and to be ruled by his Maker
rather than by his flesh

; then what remedy, and who shall

pity them that sees them in damnation ?

Neighbours, my request to you is now but this much ;

and as your friend, as your teacher, I beseech you deny me
not so small a matter : even that you will be but at so much
labour, as to read over this book to yourselves, and with

your families
;
and that you will consider of it as you go,

between God and your own hearts, whether it be not a mat-

ter that concerneth you to the quick : and that you will

daily beg of God upon your knees to give you this neces-

sary mercy of conversion. Away with your known sins,

and with the unnecessary company and occasions that

would draw you to them. You were baptized into the name
of the Holy Ghost as your Sanctifier : and will you hate

sanctification, or refuse it, or neglect it ? You say, you be-

lieve the communion of saints, and will you abhor their

communion, and choose the company of ignorant, ungodly
men ? Well ! if after all this you be still the same, and any
of you shall appear before the Lord in an unconverted state,

this book, besides the rest of my labours, shall witness to

your faces, that you were told of the danger, and told of

the necessity ofa thorough conversion. And you that now are

always telling us, that all are sinners, and quiet yourselves
with this, that all men have their faults, shall then be con-

vinced to your everlasting confusion, that there is so great
a difference between sinners and sinners, the converted sin-

ners and the unconverted, that the former shall enter into

the joy of their Lord, when you with the rest must be cast

into perdition. Matt. xxv. 13. That you were forewarned

of this, is here witnessed against you, under the hand of.

Your faithful monitor,

RICHARD BAXTER.
Kidderminster,

June t, 1657.



TO

THE READER

AN ACCOUNT OF THIS SLENDER WORK.

You have here presented to you a common subject, handled

in a mean and vulgar style, not only without those subtleties

and citations, which might suit it to the palates of learned

men, but also without that conciseness, sententiousness and

quickness, which might make it acceptable to the ingenious
and acute. If you wonder why I should trouble the world

with such an ordinary, dull discourse, as I owe you an ac-

count of it, so I shall faithfully give it you. Besides my
defect of leisure and acuteness to satisfy the expectations of

these sharper wits, I did here purposely avoid that little

which I could have done. I was to preach not only to a

popular auditory, but to the most ignorant, sottish part of

that auditory ; for it is they that are principally concerned

in the matter. And knowing that the whole nation abounds

with such, I was easily persuaded to permit the press to offer

it to their view, and that, as it was preached without altera-

tion. For the subject, I know it is the most needful that

can be offered them. The reason why they must be con-

demned is, because they are not converted ;
and were they

but truly converted they would escape. To convert a sinner

from the error of his way, is to save a soul from death, and

to cover a multitude of sins *
: to convert them, is to pull

them out of the fire^: it is to recover them out of the snare

of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will s.

Conversion is the most blessed work, and the day of con-

version the most blessed day that this world is acquainted
with. It takes a slave from satan, and a hand from his ser-

• Jaraes v. 19, 20. »' Jude 23. « 2 Tim. ii. 25, 26.



PREFACE. IX

vice
;

it addeth a subject, a son, a member to the Lord

Jesus : it rescueth a soul from everlasting torments, and

maketh him an heir of everlasting joys. And for such a

work, we can never do too much. And alas, the most are

little sensible of the nature, or necessity of this change.

Many that say, they believe in God as their Creator, and in

Christ as their Redeemer, do declare that they are deluded

by their deceitful hearts, in that they believe not in the

Holy Ghost as their Sanctifier : for they know not what

sanctification is, nor ever much looked after it in them-

selves. The commonness and the greatness of men's ne-

cessity, commanded me to do any thing that I could for

their relief, and to bring forth some water to cast upon this

fire, though I had not at hand a silver vessel to carry it in,

nor thought it the most fit. The plainest words are the

most profitable oratory in the weightiest matters. Fineness

is for ornament, and delicacy for delight ;
but they answer

not necessity, though sometimes they may modestly attend

that which answers it. Yea, when they are conjunct, it is

hard for the necessitous hearer or reader to observe the

matter of ornament and delicacy, and not to be carried from

the matter of necessity ;
and to hear or read a neat, concise,

sententious discourse, and not to be hurt by it; for it

usually hindereth the due operation of the matter, and keeps
it from the heart, and stops it in the fancy, and makes it

seem as light as the style. We use not to stand upon com-

pliment or precedency, when we run to quench a common
fire, nor to call men out to it by an eloquent speech. If we
see a man fall into fire or water, we stand not upon manner-

liness in plucking him out, but lay hands on him as we can

without delay. I shall never forget the relish of my soul,

when God first warmed my heart with these matters, and

when I was newly entered into a seriousness in religion :

when I read such a book as Bishop Andrew's Sermons, or

heard such kind of preaching, I felt no life in it : methought

they did but play with holy things. Yea, when I read such

as Bishop Hall, or Henshaw's Meditations, or other such

Essays, Resolves and witty things, I tasted little sweetness

in them
; though now I can find much. But it was the plain

and pressing downright preacher, that only seemed to me to

»e in good sadness, and to make somewhat of it, and to
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speak with life, and light, and weight : and it was such kind

of writings, that were wonderfully pleasant and savoury to

my soul. And I am apt to think that it is thus now with

my hearers
;
and that I should measure them by what I was,

and not by what I am. And yet I must confess, that though
I can better digest exactness and brevity, than I could so

long ago, yet I as much value seriousness and plainness ;

and I feel in myself in reading or hearing, a despising of

that wittiness as proud foolery, which savoureth of levicy,
and tendeth to evaporate weighty truths, and turn them all

into very fancies, and keep them from the heart. As a

stage-player, or morris-dancer differs from a soldier or a

king, so do these preachers from the true and faithful mi-

nisters of Christ : and as they deal liker to players than

preachers in the pulpit, so usually their hearers do rather

come to play with a sermon, than to attend a message from
the God of heaven about the life or death of their souls.

Indeed, the more I have to do with the ignorant sort of

people, the more I find that we cannot possibly speak too

plainly to them. If we do not speak in their own vulgar
dialect, they understand us not. Nay, if we do so, yet if we

compose those very words into a handsomeness of sentence,
or if we speak any thing briefly, they feel not what we say :

nay, I find, if we do not purposely draw out the matter into

such a length of words, and use some repetition of it, that

they may hear it inculcated on them again, we do but over-

run their understandings, and they presently lose us : that

very style and way, that is apt to be a little offensive to the

exact, and that is tedious and loathsome to the curious ear,

whose religion is most in air and fancy, must be it that

must do good upon the ignorant, and is usually most sa-

voury and acceptable to them. Upon such considerations,

I purposely chose so coarse a style in the handling of this

subject : for I preached and wrote it, not for the judicious,
but for the special use of the most senseless, ignorant sort.

And indeed, I am very sensible that herein I have not

reached the thing that I desired ; and yet have not spoke
half so plainly as I should : especially, that there wanteth

that life and piercing quickness, which may concur with

plainness, and a subject of such necessity doth require

The true causes of this were, the dulness and badness of ny
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own heart, and a continual decay of the quickness of my
spirits, through the increase of pituitous scotomatical dis-

tempers, together with that exceeding scarcity of leisure,

which weakness and oppressing business have caused. But

if God will give help and leisure, I shall seek a little to

amend it, in something more which on the same subject I

have begun.
One other reason that moved me to consent to this pub-

lication, is the scarcity of books that are wrote purposely
on this subject : though, on the by and by parts, I know
that nothing is more common in English, yet on this sub-

ject purposely and alone I remember scarce any besides

Mr. Whateley's
" New Birth," (and some Sermons of Re-

pentance) : and indeed I have long persuaded all that I had

opportunity to persuade, to buy that book of Mr. Whateley's,
and to give them abroad among the ignorant, ungodly peo-

ple. And if I had seen any such fruit of my persuasions as

I desired, I think I should never have published this. But

when I could not prevail with the one sort to buy them, nor

with the other sort to give them, I resolved to print some-

what on so necessary a point, were it never so meanly done,
if it were but that I might have some books to give myself
to some that need, and also that the newness and other ad-

vantages might entice this book into the hands of some,
that are never like to read those, which heretofore I have

commended to them.

One thing more I observe is like to be offensive in this

writing, and that is, that the same things do here and there

fall in, which formerly have been spoken. I confess my
memory oft lets slip the passages that I have before written,

and in that forgetfulness I write them again : but I make
no great matter of it. The writing of the same things is

safe to the reader, and why then should it be grievous to

me •"

? not because it is displeasing to the curious, till I set

more by their applause, and take the approbation of men for

my reward. I like to hear a man dwell much on the same
essentials of Christianity. For we have but one God, and
one Christ, and one faith to preach ;

and I will not preach
another Gospel to please men with variety, as if our Saviour
and our Gospel were grown stale. This speaking the same

h Phil. iii. 1.
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things is a sign that a man hath considered what he speaks
and that he hath made it his own, and utters not that which

accidentally falls in. And it is a sign that he is still of the

same belief, and doth not change, and that he loves the

truth, which he so much dwells upon ;
and that he looketh

more at the feeding of men's souls, and strengthening their

graces, than at the feeding of their itching fancies, and mul-

tiplying their opinions. For it is the essentials and com-
mon truths (as I have often said) that we daily live upon as

our bread and drink. And we have incomparably more
work before us, to know these better, and use them better,

than to know more. The sea will afford us more water after

we have taken out a thousand tuns, than a hundred of those

wells and pits from whence we never yet fetched any. I

speak not against the need ofclothing the same truths with

a grateful variety in representing it to the world, nor against
a necessary compliance with the diseases of some itching
novelists in order to the cure ;

but only give you an account

of this publication, by him that had rather be charged with

the greatest rudeness of style, than with the guilt of neg-

lecting what he might have done for the saving of one soul.

RICHARD BAXTER.
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TREATISE OP CONVERSION.

MA'rrHEW XVIII. s.

Verily I say uriio you, except ye be converted, and become as little

children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

Beloved Hearers,

Though the Gospel doth not presuppose grace in men,
but bringeth it to them, yet doth it suppose them to be

men, and therefore endued with natural principles. And

though there is not enough in nature to convert men, yet
doth grace find some advantage in nature for its reception,
and somewhat which it may improve for a further good :

otherwise we might as well plead with beasts as men.

Supernatural light supposeth natural
;

the doctrine of

faith supposeth reason ; and he that would draw you to be

everlastingly happy, doth suppose you so much to love

yourselves as to be willing to be happy, and loath to be ab-

solutely miserable. I come not therefore to persuade any
of you to these things, which are supposed : we are not sent

to entreat men to be men, or reasonable creatures, or to love

themselves, or to be willing to be happy ;
I will not be be-

holden to any of you for this, for you cannot do otherwise :

but we are sent to tell you where your happiness lieth, and
where not, and to advise you to exercise your reason aright,
and to know the way to happiness, and take that course by
which it may obtained.
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I must confess to you that ever since I knew what it was

to be a minister ofthe Gospel, what labour it must cost, and

how cold a reward is to be expected from our hearers, and

what a troublous errand we come upon, in the judgment of

the most, I never could think any thing below the pleasing
of God, and the saving of the souls of our people and our-

selves, to be a motive suflSlcient to draw a man to this em-

ployment. Nor do I think it meet to come once into the

pulpit, with any lower ultimate ends than these. He that

is a minister for lower ends than these, in heart and deed is

no minister of Christ ; but as he seeks himself, so will he

serve himself, and must reward himself as he can
;
and no

wonder if he be unfaithful in all his course. And he that

preacheth one sermon for lower ultimate ends than these,

will seek himself, and not Christ, and so be unfaithful in

that sermon : and if such study smooth words and fine sen-

tences, which tend more to please, than to save men's souls,

it is no wonder. Considering these things, when I had

purposed this day's work in this place, I remembered in

whose name I must speak, and on whose errand I must go,
and therefore that from him I must receive my message :

and I remembered also to whom I was to speak, even to men
that must be everlastingly happy or miserable, and that are

now in the way, and have that to do in a little time, which this

their everlasting state doth depend upon : I remembered also,

that Christ hath assured me that of the many that are called,

few are chosen
;
and that most men perish, for all the mercy

that is in God, and for all that Christ hath done and suffered,

and for all the grace that is offered them in the Gospel ; and I

considered the reason, even because they will not receive

this grace, nor entertain Christ and the mercy of God, as it

is offered to them. I therefore resolved to preach to you,
as one that hath but one sermon to preach to you, and
knows not whether he shall ever speak to you more, and

therefore to choose no lower subject than that which your
life or death depends upon, and to handle it as far as I am
able accordingly, with that plainness as a matter of such

concernment should be handled with. If my business hi-

ther were to be thought a learned man, or to procure your

applause, or to please your ears, I should then have pre-

pared some pleasing matter, and tried to have adorned it
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with some flourishes of wit, and presented it to you in a

mixture of languages, which you do not understand, and

with such pretty jingles and gaudy allusions as carnal fan-

cies are used to be tickled with
;
but knowing that this is

not the way to please God, but to please the devil, nor to

save myself, or those that hear me, but to hinder the salva-

tion of me and you, I soon resolved not only to avoid the

study of such unprofitable, carnal ostentation, but even to

study to avoid it : for I should be loath to please satan any

way by the doing his work, but doubly loath to please him

in preaching the Gospel, and to be serving him in the

choicest service of my Lord.

Will the Lord but bless the word that I shall speak to

the conversion of any souls here present, I have the ends

I come for ;
and shall believe that I have cause to bless his

name that sent ine hither to day; and in hope of this suc-

cess, which I have begged of the Lord, I shall cheerfully

address myself to the work.

The occasion of these words of Christ, was the carnal

thoughts of his disciples concerning the state of his king-

dom, as if it had been of earthly pomp and glory, like the

great monarchs of the world
; and also their carnal, aspiring

desires and contrivances to get the highest place in his

kingdom. They found these conceits among the Jews, and

nature easily entertained and cherished them, which is so

dark and so disaffected to higher things. Christ thought it

not yet seasonable to give them the full discovery of his

kingdom, it being reserved for the Holy Ghost, who was mi-

raculously to possess them, and teach them all things in

Christ's iDodily absence, that the world might see that his

doctrine was not of his devising, but from above : but yet he

presently falls upon that sin which these inquiries did dis-

cover in them
;
and before he fully telleth them the nature

of his kingdom, he plainly telleth them what they must be
if they will have a part in that kingdom. It may seem a

great doubt, whether the disciples were at this time uncon-

verted, that Christ telleth them of the necessity of a con-

version, or whether it be but a particular conversion from
some particular sins that he here speaks of; as there is a

general conversion or repentance necessary to the unrege-
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nerate, and a particular conversion or repentance necessary
to the godly upon their particular falls. To this I answer,

1. Judas was undoubtedly unconverted, and so did conti-

nue. 2. The apostles were then ignorant of many truths

which afterwards became of absolute necessity to salvation ;

as Christ's death, resurrection, ascension, the nature of his

kingdom, 8cc. Yet I dare not say, that they were not in a

state of salvation when they were thus ignorant of them,

because they were not then fundamentals, or of absolute

necessity, as afterwards they were : but yet Christ might
well tell them tliat these truths must be believed hereafter,

and they could not have that eminent measure of faith which

was proper to his more illuminated church after his ascen-

sion, without believing of them. Yea, if they had not be-

lieved them when they were made fundamentals of absolute

necessity to be believed, they had ceased to be true disciples
of Christ. And whether there be not some noble effects of

this Gospel-doctrine upon the heart, which are also proper to

the church after Christ's ascension, as well as these articles

of belief were proper to them, and so that this text may
speak of both, I leave to further consideration. 3. Many
think that it is but a particular conversion and repentance
that is here spoken of; that is, from this sin of ambition
which the disciples did now manifest : but then they ob-
serve not that it will hence be concluded, that a true dis-

ciple may by a particular sin be in such a state, that if he
should die in it, he should not be saved. But others that
are learned and godly think that no hard conclusion, as

long as God will not suffer them to die in it. 4. I pur-
posely forbear to trouble you with the names of expositors,
but I make no doubt but they are in the right, that suppose
that Christ doth here reprehend their ambition, by describ-

ing the contrary temper of his true followers, shewing them
the absolute necessity of conversion, without any determi-
nation whether they were or were not converted at present :

he telleth them that except they be converted, humble per-
sons, they cannot be saved, but doth not determine that
now they are otherwise. And indeed it seemeth not likely
that the disciples of Christ had not then that conversion
and humility of mind that was of absolute necessity to sal-

vation : these words may well be used to converted men, to
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shew them the necessity of that conversion which they
have. As if a Christian begin to grow covetous, you may
say, except you be a man converted from earthljrminded-
ness to heavenlymindedness, you cannot enter into the

kingdom of heaven
;
which doth not deny him to be already

converted. Though as to our present purpose the matter

is not great which of these be taken for the sense, because

they all afford us that doctrine that we shall gather : for if

there be no salvation without a particular conversion from
a particular sin, much less without a conversion from

a state of sin. But the plain sense of the text I doubt not

is this ;
as if he should say,

* You strive for pre-eminency
and worldly greatness in my kingdom ; why I tell you my
kingdom is a kingdom of babes

;
it containeth none but the

humble that are small in their own eyes, and look not after

great matters in this world
;
and though nature be proud,

yet except you be (now or hereafter) converted men, and be-

come as little children, you shall not enter into the kingdom
of heaven.' By the kingdom of heaven is here meant, both

the estate oftrue grace, and so of glory. Not as if conver-

sion were a preparation to their entering into this kingdom
as begun on earth, but it is their very entrance itself, and so

the beginning of it. The doctrine we shall hence handle,

shall be given you in no other but the words of the text,

lest I seem to force them.

Doctrine. It is a most certain truth, protested by Jesus

Christ, that except men be converted and become as little

children, they cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven.

The order which we shall observe in handling this, is,
—-

I. To shew you what this kingdom of heaven is.

II. What it is to be converted, and particularly what to

become as little children.

III. Confirm the doctrine from other Scriptures.
IV. I shall give you the reasons why no man can enter

into the kingdom of heaven that is not converted.

V. We shall make use of all, and therein shew you the

hindrances of conversion, the marks of it^ the motives to

it, and the Directions for attaining it
;
as the Lord shall en-

able me.

I. The kingdom of heaven is taken in Scripture both for

the state of grace and glory. As all men are by nature in

VOL. VII. c V .
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the kingdom of satan here, by a willing obeying of him, and

hereafter to be tormented by him
;
so all the converted are

by grace in the kingdom of Christ, by a willing submission

and obedience here, and hereafter to be glorified by him for

ever. This is all one kingdom, because there is the same

king and the same subjects ; yet they are diversified in this,

that one is the way or means to the other, and that the laws

and duties which belong to us in the way, are not all the

same as those that shall continue at the end. It is called

the kingdom of heaven, both because the king is from above,

and not a mere man as earthly kings are, and reigneth in

heaven invisibly, and not as earthly monarchs whom you

may see; and because it is heaven which all grace and

means, and duties do tend to, and it is heaven where is the

end and full felicity, and the most glorious part of the king-
dom. The Guide and Sanctifier of the church also is from

heaven, even the Holy Ghost : the law is from heaven by
the inspiration of the Spirit : the hearts of the subjects are

heavenly, and their lives must be heavenly : it is here in the

seed, it will be hereafter in the full tree. The difference be-

tween the egg and the bird, the acorn and the oak, is not

near so great as the difference between the kingdom of grace
and of glory. And yet a man that had never seen or known
the production of such creatures would little believe, if you
should shew him an acorn, that that would come to be an

oak. And it is no marvel if a carnal heart will not believe

that the weak, despised graces of the saints, do tend to such

an inconceivable glory. When a poor Christian that is dead

to this world lieth praying and panting after God, and look-

ing and longing after glory, little doth the unbelieving world

think, what a blessed harbour it is that by these gales he is

moving and hasting to
; they now see him praying, and

shall then see him possessing and praising ; they now see

his labour and suffering, but they will not believe his bles-

sedness, and perfection, till they see it to their own sorrow

who have lost it.

Before I proceed to open the nature of conversion,

shall say somewhat more of the word : and I shall shew you
the difference between Conversion, Repentance, Regenera-
tion, Sanctification, Vocation.

1. The truth is, all these five words are used in Scrip-
ture to express the same work upon the soul : only they hav<
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some respective and other smaller differences, which I shall

now manifest to you. And the first word Vocation is taken

often for God's act of calling when it hath no success, and

this is called uneffectual calling. So it is used Pro v. i.

24. ** Because I called, and ye refused, I have stretched

forth my hands and no man regarded ;
but ye have set at

nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof." So

Isa. Ixv. 12. Jer. vii. 13.
"

I called, but ye answered not :**

and many other places. 1. Sometimes it is taken for the

act of God when it is successful
;
as 1 Thess. ii. 12. and

many more places. 2. This success itself is termed our

calling in a passive sense : and it is twofold. (1.) Common;
when men are brought but to outward profession and com-

mon gifts ;
and so the word is used often. (2.) Special ;

when men are savingly converted to Christ : the former is

Common effectual Calling; the latter is Special effectual

Calling. And this last is the same with conversion : only
these two differences are observable. 1. As to the name, it

is metaphorically taken from the outward call of the Gospel,
and so applied to the effect on the soul. 2. It hath usually
in Scripture a principal respect to the first effect on the

soul, even the act of faith itself above all other graces, and

following obedience ; yet not excluding the latter, but some-

times plainly comprehending them. So that some divines

conceive that Vocation is a work different from Sanctifica-

tion, because they conceive that it is only the Spirit's caus-

ing the first act of faith in the soul, and by that act a habit

is effected, and therewith the seed of all graces, which they
call the work of sanctification. And indeed the word Vo-

cation hath special respect to the Gospel-call, to the act of

believing in Christ, and the proper effect of that call, even

our actual belief. But sometimes it comprehendeth the

whole Christian relation and state, as Heb. iii. 1. and 2 Pet.

i. 10, &c.

2. Repentance is the same thing as special effectual

calling ;
so we take not calling in the most narrow sense of

all, for the bare act of faith ; only this difference there is :

1. The word Repentance doth specially denote our motion

from the * terminus ^ quo,' even that sinful state from which

we turn, and which we repent of; yet including essentially

also the state to which we turn. Whereas the word Voca-
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tion doth principally express the state to which we are call-

ed. 2. Also the word Repentance doth principally respect

our turning to God from whom we fell : but the word Vo-

cation doth as much or more respect our coming to Christ

the Mediator as the way to the Father. There is a twofold

repentance ; (1.) One is our turning from a state of sin and

misery, such as the unconverted are in, and this is it that we

mean now, as the same with conversion from the same state.

(2.) There is also a particular repentance, which is a turning

from a particular sin, and this must be daily renewed while

we live. Repentance signifieth and containeth two things.

The first is a hearty sorrow that ever we sinned
;
the second

is a change of the mind from that sin to God. Indeed the for-

mer is but part of the latter: the changed mind is changed
in this part, and manifesteth its change in a special manner,

by remorse for former sins : though all remorse is not from

such a change.
3. The word Regeneration also signifieth the same

thing with Conversion, but with this small difference; 1.

The term is metaphorical, taken from our natural genera-
tion ;

because there is so great a change, that a man is as it

were another man. 2. The word is in Scripture-sense, I

think more comprehensive than Conversion, Repentance or

Vocation ;
for it signifieth not only the newness of our

qualities, but also of our relations, even our whole new
state. This is not ordinarily acknowledged, but if we view

the places where the word is used, it will prove so : for as

Paul describing the thing though he useth not the word,
2 Cor. V. 11. saith,

" He that is in Christ is a new creature,

old things are passed away, behold all things are become
new :" where relations must needs be a part of that all as

the context will shew. So Tit. iii. 5. it is called ** the laver

or washing of regeneration ;" and is distinguished from re-

newing of the Holy Ghost
;
at least as the general, compre-

hending that as a part. 1. Most expositors think that the

word hath reference to baptism, and expresseth its effects or

consequents : and no doubt baptism is for remission of sins,

and therefore the laver of regeneration is for remission of

sins. 2. The very text maintaineth plainly that grace by
which we are saved

; by free grace, and that is our free jus-
tification as well as free sanctification : and our divines

i
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commonly cite that text against the Papists upon that ac-

count, as pleading for free justification :

" Not by works of

righteousness that we have done, but according to his mer-

cy, he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and the re-

newing of the Holy Ghost." Is not saving from the guilt
of sin a part of our salvation? What reason to restrain sa-

ving here to sanctification only ? Doubtless if there were

reason to restrain the word Regeneration to either, it would

be to justification only; because the giving of the Holy
Ghost is next mentioned by itself, but justification is not

mentioned at all, if regeneration comprehends it not. And
it is certain, that the apostle intendeth not only to tell us,

that we are freely sanctified without works, but also that we

are freely justified by grace without works. So John iii. 3»

"
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he can

not enter into the kingdom of God ;" where he at least

hath some respect to baptism, as most suppose, and bap-
tism is for the remission of sins : to be born of water there-

fore must needs include remission of sin. And this regene-
ration maketh a man a new creature, and as Paul saith,

'* in

the new creature all things are become new," and not the

qualities only. But in the main. Regeneration is the same

with Conversion.

4. The word Sanctification also signifieth the same

thing for the main, as Conversion doth, only with these

small difterences following: 1. The word is more compre-
hensive, for it signifieth our whole state of dedication or

devotedness to God, which comprehendeth in it these four

things : 1. The change of a man's qualities, whereby he is

made fit for the service of God, having his heart bent to-

wards him, and set upon him. 2. The actual dedication or

devoting of a man's self to God by faith and a holy cove-

nant ; especially in baptism, by solemn vow or engagement.
3. The relation of a person so dedicated or devoted to God,

as he is one set apart to him for holy uses, and it is from

this relation especially that the word Sanctification is used.

4. The holiness of life that followeth hereupon, in the actual

living to God, to whom we are devoted. Sar^ctification

comprehendeth all this, and so comprehends in it Vocation,

and somewhat more.

But then perhaps it may be found, that the word is
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sometimes, if not often used in Scripture for holiness of the

life alone, as presupposing all the rest. Indeed there are

more words than one, which we translate Sanctification,

which yet are not all of one sense. As ^iKaiomg, St/caiw^ua,

and dLKaio(wvr} differ : so doth
dyiaafiog, ayiorr/c*

and

dyiaavvT) differ : but I shall purposely forbear to trouble

you with such matters. So that having opened before to

you the word Conversion, and now these four. Vocation,

Repentance, Regeneration and Sanctification, you may see

how far they are the same, or differ. The like may be said

of the word Changing, Renewing or making new, and the

like, which all signify the same work of God upon the soul.

Those therefore that inquire whether Vocation, Regene-
ration, Repentance, Sanctification, &c. are the same thing,

or divers
;
and which of them goeth first, 8cc., must first be

resolved of the sense of the term, before they proceed to

the matter; for most of these words are used in several

senses, and that ambiguity must first be removed,

II. I am next to shew you what it is to be converted

and become as little children
;
which cannot be so well

done till I have first given some brief description of the

state of a man unconverted : to which end you must knoyv,

that God made man perfect, and gave him a perfect law to

keep, which commanded perfect obedience upon pain of

everlasting death : by the temptation of satan, man broke

this law, and cast himself out of the favour of God, and

made himself the slave of satan, and the child of death ;

this he did by a wilful adhering to the creature, and de-

parting from God, so that the nature of man was thus be-

come corrupt ;
and such as the first man Adam was, such

must his posterity needs be, for who can bring a clean

thing out of an unclean *. And how can Adam convey to

his posterity that image of God, which he had lost himself,

or that right to the favour of God, and further happiness ?

So that we are all born with corrupted natures, inclined to

earth and earthly things, aiid strange and averse to heaven

and heavenly things ; prone to evil and backward to good !

estranged from God, and making our carnal selves our God ;

pride, self-love, covetousness, voluptuousness, unbelief, ig-

norance, error, hypocrisy, ungodliness, strife, contention,
* Jub xiv. 4.
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cruelty and all wickedness have their roots at once in us,

and if temptation serve, we shall bring forth the fruit.

This being the state of every man by nature, by practice
and custom in sinning men become worse, and tbe longer

they delay before they are converted, the worse usually do

they grow, and the further do they go from God, and from

their happiness. By all which methinks you may easily

see, both what conversion is, and why there is such a neces-

sity of it.

The word Conversion is sometimes taken actively, for

that act or work that doth convert us ; and sometimes pas-

sively, for that change that is thereby wrought : as man is

the subject or patient, so is he also an agent in the actual

turning of his own soul
;
so that God and man are both

agents in this work. The word here in my text is active,

and maketh it the act of man,
**

except ye convert your-
selves :" but we translate it,

" be converted :" because the

word is used reciprocally, as some speak in Scripture : in a

word, God, as the most laudable, principal cause, doth

cause man's will to turn itself. So that conversion actively

taken, as it is the work of the Holy Ghost, is a work of the

Spirit of Christ, by the doctrine of Christ, by which he ef-

fectually changeth men's minds, and heart, and life from the

creature to God in Christ : conversion, as it is our work, is

the work of man, wherein by the effectual grace of the Holy
Ghost, he turneth his mind, and heart, and life from the

creature to God in Christ. And conversion as taken pas-

sively, is the sincere change of a man's mind, heart and life

from the creature to God in Christ, which is wrought by the

Holy Ghost, through the doctrine of Christ, and by himself

thus moved by the Holy Ghost. Here you may see, 1. Who
is the cause of this conversion, and what is the means. 2.

What is the change wrought. 3. On whom. 4. From

what, and to what. 1. The most laudable, principal cause

is the Holy Ghost, who is the Sanctifier of the elect. 2.

The instrumental cause is the doctrine of Christ, either

read, or heard, or some way known, and brought by the

Spirit to men's understandings and consideration. 3. Man
himself is the subject of the Spirit's operation, and the pro-

per agent of these holy actions of believing, repenting, &c.
which the Holy Ghost doth cause him to perform. It is
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not the Holy Ghost that believeth, but he Qauseth man to

believe. 4. That which we are turned from, is as to the

object, the creature, which sinful man doth adhere to above

God
;
and as to the act, it is sin, that is, he ceaseth this vi-

cious adhering to the creature. 5. That which man turueth

to, is God in and by Christ the Mediator. God hath again
the heart of a sinner, when he is converted, and God will be

his happiness ;
his reformation, recovery, reward and felicity

consisteth in this.

The parts of this conversion are these three, i. It is a

change of the mind. n. Of the heart, in. Of the life.

I. Conversion changeththe mind.

1. From ignorance.
2. From inconsiderateness.

3. From unbelief.

4. From error.

1. Every unconverted man is ignorant of the saving-

truths of the Gospel, either by a total ignorance of the

thing, or by an insufficient, superficial, ineffectual appre-
hension of it : the most of the world do not know, what

man is by nature and actual sin
;
how hateful sin and sin-

ners are to God
;
how it deserveth his everlasting wrath,

and maketh it our portion ; how Christ hath satisfied and

redeemed us from this misery ;
and on what terms, and in

what order he offereth to man that pardon and life which
he hath purchased ; how he will judge them that believe,

repent and obey him at last to everlasting glory, and the

rest to everlasting misery. Many poor souls are utterly

ignorant of these very principles of the Christian religion,

in the midst of Gospel-light, and under all our most dili-

gent instructions ;
and of those that have some knowledge

of them, many know them but superficially and ineffec-

tually.

Now the first thing that the Spirit of God doth either in

or to the work of conversion, is to open men's eyes to un-

derstand these mysteries : so that, the man that was wont

to hear them as a strange thing, as if we spoke Greek or

Hebrew to him, is now like a man that is brought out of a

dungeon into the open light ;
or that hath his eye-sight re-

covered, and doth not only know these things, but knows

them with a somewhat clear and affecting knowledge ; and
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is much taken with the light, and rejoiceth in it, and mar-

velleth at his former ignorance. I shall prove all this to

you by Scripture. In 1 Cor. ii. 14. the apostle tells us,
" The

natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God,
for they are foolishness to him, neither can he know them,

because they are spiritually discerned." In 2 Cor. iv. 3.

the apostle saith,
"

If our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them

that are lost, in whom the god of this world hath blinded

the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the

glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should

shine unto them.'' And then the cure you may see. Acts

xxvi. 18. "I send thee to open their eyes, and turn them
from darkness to light, and from the power of satan unto

God." Many poor people think that utter ignorance may
stand with grace, and that they may be saved without

knowledge because they are not book-learned ;
but you

hear God telleth you otherwise. Many have much brain-

knowledge that have no grace, but no man can have grace
without solid knowledge : for who can hate sin till he know-
eth it, and the evil of it? And who can love God till he

know him to be lovely ? And who can do the duty that he

understandeth not, or go the way to heaven that he is igno-
rant of? So that this is the first part of the change of the

mind from ignorance to knowledge.
2. The second part of the change of the mind, is, from

careless inconsiderateness to sober consideration; and this

is a great help to all that foUoweth. The main reason why
we cannot bring men out of love with this vain world, nor to

yield to the call of God, and make out after Christ, and

their everlasting salvation, is, because we cannot bring them
to consideration : men are heady and rash, and drown their

own reason with wilfulness, or passion, or worldly busi-

nesses, and will not give reason leave to work. Their vi-.

cious wills command their understandings to other objects,
and will not let them dwell long enough on those that

should do them good. All wicked men are inconsiderate

men, and therefore inconsiderate, because wicked
; and

therefore wicked, because inconsiderate. If they hear of

the greatest truths in the congregation, they go home and
talk of other matters, and all runs out, and they are never

the better : we cannot get them to go alone one hour, and
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seriously consider of what they heard: ignorance doth

much to men's perdition, but inconsiderateness much more.

Oh ! if that little which our common people know% were but

frequently and earnestly considered of, it would not suffer

them to be such as they are ! Well, but when the Spirit of

God comes effectually to convert the soul, he maketh them

consider : he awakeneth the sleepy soul, and eheweth them

that the matter so nearly concerns them, that if they love

themselves, it is time to consider of it : he setteth these

truths still before their eyes, which formerly they cast be -

hind their backs
;
he holdeth their thoughts upon them so,

that they must needs consider them. They had heard per-

haps an hundred times before of sin, and Christ, and the

necessity of conversion, of judgment, and heaven, and hell,

but they never thoroughly considered it till now. Oh, this

is a great part of the renewing work of the Spirit, to fix a

man's thoughts upon the truths of God till they work, and

to bring a man's reason to do its office. I will shew you
this but in two or three texts of Scripture. In Acts xvii. 11.

it is said, that the Jews of Berea had more ingenuity than

the rest,
"
for they searched the Scriptures daily, whether

those things were so, therefore many of them believed:'

when they came home they did not turn their thoughts pre-

sently to other matters, and think no more of what they had

heard, but they took their Bibles, and considered and ex-

amined the sermons which they had heard, that they might
be resolved whether it were so indeed or not

;
that if it were

so, they might obey it accordingly ;
and therefore they be-

lieved. In Psalm cxix. 59, 60. David saith,
"

I thought on

my ways, and turned my feet unto thy testimonies ;
I made

haste and delayed not to keep thy commandments :" when he

thought of his ways, he turned without delay. And God

complaineth of the disobedient Israelites in Isaiah i. 2, 3.

that he had nourished and brought up children, and they
rebelled against him ;

and what was the cause ? why,
" The

ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib, but

Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider." So
that you may see the second part of the conversion of the

mind is from inconsiderateness to consideration.

3. The third part of the change of the mind, is, from

unbelief to true believing. A customary belief upon the
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bare credit of their forefathers, and the common vote of the

country they dwell in, most among us may have of the Gos-

pel ; but this faith is like the ground of it and will not serve

to establish and renew the soul. Men are not soundly per-
suaded of the infallible truth of all the Word of God till

converting grace doth bring them to believe it : they think

it may be true, and it may be false for ought they know,

they cannot tell : and therefore it is that when we come to

those particulars that displease them, they will not believe

them. When they do confess in general that the Scripture
is true, yet when we tell them particularly of those passages
that speak of the necessity of conversion, the difficulty of

salvation, the fewness of the saved, and the multitude that

shall perish, with many the like truths, they will plainly
shew that they do not believe them. A word of such

matters of heaven and hell, if it were well believed, would

doubtless prevail against sensual allurements, and make
them see that they have something else than this deceitful

world to look after. Certainly all unconverted sinners are

at best but such half believers as in Scripture are called

rightly unbelievers. But when the Spirit by the Word
doth illuminate their understanding, they see then that all

this is most certainly true : that the talk of sin, and misery,
and Christ, and grace, and glory, and of everlasting tor-

ments to the impenitent are no dreams or doubtful suppo-
sitions. God telleth them then to the very heart, that these

are matters not to be questioned, but presently and seriously

to be regarded : for God will prove true when all men prove
liars : heaven and earth shall pass away, but a jot or tittle

of his Word shall not pass away till all be fulfilled ''. What-
ever unbelievers think of it now, nothing is more certain

than that all men on earth shall shortly find themselves in

heaven or hell. Now the soul perceiveth that this is true,

as the God of heaven is true, and that it is madness to

question the truth of his Word, who is truth itself, and to

think that Word will shake or fail which beareth up heaven

and earth and is the best security that is possible to be had ;

and that he should deceive them who never deceived any ;

and doth so much to save them from being deceived by
satan, and their own deceitful hearts. Before conversion

^ Mall. V. 18.
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you might have heard by his cold prayers, and carnal con-

ference, and seen by his careless, sinful life, that he did not

heartily believe the Word of God
;
but now you may hear,

and see by him that he doth believe it. If you tell a man
that a bear or a cut-throat thief is following after him, ifyou
see him not stir any faster, nor mend his pace, you will say,

sure he doth not believe it; but if you see him run as for

his life, it is a sigrn that he believes it. When once a man
is truly converted, you may see by his affection, and dili-

gence, and self-denial, that he owneth and believeth the

Word of God indeed : if you over-heard him in his prayers,
his tears, or at least his hearty groans will tell you that he

believeth : if he talk with you of his former life, his sobs

and sighs, and his deep self-accusings will tell you that he

believeth it : his careful endeavours for the saving his soul,

his earnest inquiries what he shall do to be saved, will tell

you that he believeth. The change of his company, his

talk, his life, his casting away those sins with hatred which

were his delight, and taking up that holy life with delight
which before he had no heart to

;
all this will shew that he

is now a true believer. Because " Noah believed, he was
moved with fear, and prepared the ark *^." He that had
seen him at work might perceive that he believed : he would
never else have so laboured to escape the danger.

4. The fourth part wherein the change of the under-

standing doth consist, is, in the healing of men's errors, and

turning them from those false conceits which they had about
God and his ways, and the matters of salvation. While

they were unconverted, satan had taught them, and the

world had taught them, and the flesh had taught them many
things against God and their own safety : they were per-
suaded that either there was no heaven and hell, or that God
would save them though they did not much look after it

themselves. They thought sin was better than holiness,
and it was a more desirable life to please the flesh, and to be

honourable, and eat and drink, and be merry, than to live

in the thoughts of another world, and deny the flesh that

pleasure it desireth, and to spend so much time in reading,

hearing, praying and meditating. They thought this was a

tedious, unnecessary life, and that all this was more ado
«= Heb. xi. 7.



TREATISE OF CONVERSION. W
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;
and that the wisest way was to follow their

business in the world, and take their pleasure while they

might have it, and only come to church, and forbear some
heinous sins, and then believe that God will be merciful to

them, and they shall do well enough without all this stir,

and that they may take what they can get of the pleasure of

the world, and when they have done, if there be any heaven,

they may have it with a short repentance when they can

keep the world no longer. Abundance more such errors as

these are in the minds of unconverted sinners, through the

seducements of the deceiver: indeed they live a life of

error. Some heretics err in one particular, and some in

another, but wicked men err in the very drift of their lives.

But when God converteth, he changeth all these opinions.
The man is then of another mind. He that thought sin so

pleasant, would now fain spit it out
;
he that desired so to

glut himself with the world and sinful delights, would now
be rid of them : like a foolish person that will needs take

poison, because it is sweet, and will not believe him that

tells him it is deadly ;
but when he feeleth it begin to gripe

him in the bowels, and to burn him at the heart, then he

crieth out,
' Oh now I believe you that it is poison ! Oh

give me a vomit that I may cast it up quickly, or else I die.'

Then, if you see him retching and straining himself to get
it up again, and groaning, and crying out,

' Oh my heart,

it burns me, it tears me
;
Oh that I could get it up !' you

may see then that the man's opinion is changed. Sinners,

believe it, if ever God will save you, it will be thus with

you. You thought there was no great harm in taking now
and then a cup with good fellows

;
in neglecting God and

your souls, while you provide for your bodies ;
in dropping

a curse or a small oath in the heat of your passion : you
could ask, what harm is it to spend the Lord's day in idle-

ness, or vain-talking, or recreations, when you had a God,
and a soul, and an everlasting state to look after, which

should have been the business of that day. Perhaps you
let down now and then some sharper poison ofcovetousness,

malice, fornication, &c. Oh, but if ever God convert you,
all this must up again ; you will groan and strain at it by
the vomit of repentance, and cry out,

* Oh that I had never

known it ! Oh that I had never seen the faces of such un-
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godly companions ! Oh that I could get up the very roots

of this sin, I would never return to it again/ You that now

think it so grievous a life to be godly, and that there needs

not so much ado for your salvation ;
if ever God convert

you, he will make you see that it is both necessary and de-

lightful : you will then say,
*

What, shall I sit still when my
everlasting salvation is at stake ? I have but a little time

to make sure of escaping eternal misery : I must very

shortly be in heaven or hell
;
and now is the time that must

turn the scales, for then I must be judged according to my
works

;
and is this a time to loiter in ? Or is this a matter

to be forgotten or made light of?' Oh sinners, if God open

your eyes, you will marvel, I tell you, you will a thousand

times marvel, that ever you should be so sottish, and in a

manner besides yourselves, as to follow your business in the

vain world, and eat and drink, and sleep so quietly, while

you knew not what should become of you for ever. You
will cry out of yourselves,

* Oh where was my wit, that I

should make so light of that which was my only business ?

And that I should sleep out that short time of my life which

was given me of purpose to work out my salvation in ? And
that I should forget that judgment that was told again and

again was at the door V Sinners, if God do once truly con-

vert your souls, you will' see, that if wife, children, friend,

estate, life require your labour and care, your salvation re-

quireth an hundred times more. You will then say,
*

What,
can I make too much haste to heaven ? Or be at too much
care or pains to make sure of it ? Can any labour be too

much to obtain such a glory, or to escape the flames of ever-

lasting misery ? If I lose the world and my life, I may be

a saver and a gainer in the life eternal ;
but if I lose that

life, how shall I be a saver? Or which way shall I hope
for a reparation ofmy loss? And what good will it then do

me that I had pleasure, or credit, or riches in the world ?

Is it worth the labour of all my life to rake in this earth,

and to live in more plenty of worldly vanity than other men
a little while, till I drop into my grave ? And is it not

worth ten thousand times more care and pains to make sure

that I live among the angels, and see the face of God in

endless glory V Oh Lord, where is that man's brains that

thinks he can pay too dear for heaven, and yet that all the

stir of his life is not too dear a price for earth ! To get him
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a pleasant passage to his grave, when he might have as

much pleasure upon other terms ? Where is that man's

reason that will be at all this trouble for nothing, and yet
will cry out to God, or to his minister,

' What need all this

ado to be saved V Ask a gasping man on his death-bed,

whether this labour had not been better laid out for heaven?

And whether heaven or earth will pay a man better for his

care and pains ? What ! doth the Lord himself cry out to

sinners,
"
Lay not up for yourselves a treasure on earth,

where rust and moth doth corrupt, but lay up for yourselves
a treasure in heaven, &c." ** Seek first the kingdom of

God, and his righteousness, &c." " Labour not for the food

which perisheth, but for that which endureth to everlasting
life'^." And shall men that call themselves Christians say,
that this is more ado than needs ?

Thus, sinners, will your minds be changed, if ever you be

converted : you will then be quite of another mind con-

cerning the world, and God, and the wicked, and the godly,
than now you are. I tell you, God will unteach you again
all these false opinions about these matters, which the devil,

the world, and the flesh have been so long teaching you.
It is his work to unteach you first, and then to teach you
better things : this will be so. You that now say you will

never believe but a man may be saved without so much ado
;

you will never believe that none shall be saved but those

that are thus changed ; you will never believe that God
maketh so great a matter of sin as preachers talk of: if God
will convert and save you, he will make you believe it.

Even the most confident of these conceits will be changed.
Be not too peremptory, man, God can yet shew thee so

much mercy as to change thy mind : he hath changed as

self-conceited men's minds as thine, and hath shaken as

confident opinions as these : Paul thought himself as wise
as you, before his conversion, and telleth us,

"
I verily

thought myself that I ought to do many things contrary to

the name of Jesus." But when God had struck him down,
and amazed him with his glory, and then illuminated him
with his saving light, he cried out,

"
Lord, what wouldst

thou have me to do ?" Acts ix. 6. And this with trembling
and astonishment. And Tit. iii. 3. He telleth you what

«» Malt. Ti. 19, 20. 35. John vi. 27.
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he thought then of his former courses :
" We ourselves

were sometime foolish, disobedient, serving divers lusts and

pleasures ;" but hovi^ vv^as he healed? ver. 4, 5.
" But after

that the kindness and love of God our Saviour towards man

appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have

done, but according to his mercy he saved us by the washing
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost." You say

you will never be of another mind
; aye, but God can make

you of another mind : his light cannot be overcome by
your darkness, if he mean you so much mercy as to shine

in upon your souls. This is the fourth part of the change
of men's understandings from error to saving truth in the

matters of salvation.

11. The second part of the work of conversion is upon
the Heart or Will, to which this change of the mind or un-

derstanding is preparative : and in this change of the heart,

there are these several parts observable. 1. The will is

brought to like what it disliked, and to dislike what it liked

before. 2. It is brought to choose what it refused
;
and to

consent to that which it would not consent to. 3. It is

brought to resolve, where it was, either resolved on the con-

trary, or unresolved. 4. The several Affections are changed,
of love and hatred, desire and aversion, delight and sorrow,

hope and despair, courage and fear, and anger, and content,

and discontent. In all these respects the converted is

changed, which we must therefore speak of in their order.

1. The first change that God maketh on the heart or

will in the work of conversion (after the preparatory works
which we now pass over) is, in the complacency or displa-

cency of it : he causeth that to savour or relish as sweet to

the will, which before was bitter : the soul receiveth a new
inclination

;
it liketh that which before it disliked, not only

by a mere approbation, but by a willing closure of the heart

therewith. So that, these two things, a New Inclination,
and a New Complacency, do go to make up this first part
of the work. Before conversion the very bent of man's
mind is toward the things below, and his heart is against
the things of God : he relisheth the things below as sweet

;

and it pleaseth him to possess them, or to think of possess-

ing them, but he hath no pleasure in God, nor in thinking
or hearing of the life to come : all things please or displease
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a man, according as they agree or disagree to his inclina-

tion
; and as they seem to him either suitable or unsuitable.

Things do not please or displease according to their own

goodness or badness, but according to the qualification of

him that apprehendeth or entertaineth them. To the hungry
soul every bitter thing is sweet, but the full soul loatheth

the honey-comb ^, What life can be more pleasant to a

glutton or drunkard, than to pour in and stuff their paunch?
And to any sharp stomach, how good is their meat? But
when a man is sick, there is scarce a greater torment than

to eat or drink, when the stomach goeth against it. Oh
how they loathe it, and cannot get it down ! They had
rather cast the daintiest fare into the channel, than take it

into their stomachs
;
so it is with the sick, unrenewed soul :

he hath no pleasure in God, nor any holy things : it goeth

against his heart to think of them, or seriously to speak or

hear much of them. He marvelleth how other men can find

so much delight in reading, and hearing, and praying, and

the like
;
for his part he is weary to bear it ; though for

fashion, or fear of God's wrath he comes to church, orsaith

over a few words of hypocritical, heartless prayer, yet he

usually makes no long matter of it ;
but he longeth till it

be done, and he is glad when it is over; therefore the

Scripture calleth such, enemies to God, and haters of him ;

for their heaits are not with him, though with their tongues

they may draw near hini^. I know it is a very common

thing with almost all men to profess that God hath more of

their hearts than their pleasures, profits, or any thing else ;

but it hath blinded them so, that they know not themselves :

otherwise it would be a very easy matter for them to per-
ceive that their very hearts are turned away from God.

Many poor sinners are even willing to cheat their souls with

a lie, when they might know that their hearts have no de-

light in God
;
but that the very thoughts of him and of his

word, and service, and everlasting life, are rather grievous
to them

;
and as the psalmist saith,

" God is not in all their

thoughts ."
'* The Lord knoweth their thoughts, that they

are vain ^" Well, this is then the first change that God by
his renewing grace doth make upon the heart

j
he turneth it

d Prov. xxvii. 7.



34 TREATISE OF CONVERSION.

to himself, he giveth it a new inclination and bias : he first

openeth men's eyes to see God's excellency and the excel-

lency of those glorious things which he hath promised ;
and

thereby draweth their hearts unto them. It is a great and

difficult matter to set the heart of "man upon heaven, but

God can do it, and doth it in this great change. I know
the best are still earthly in part, and too much in the dark,

and too backward to the things of God, and God hath not

near that room in their hearts as he deserves, and as they
could wish he had : yet a wonderful change is made on them :

they that had no savour of God and glory before, do now
savour nothing else so much ; they can truly say as David,

though perhaps not so feelingly as he,
" Whom have I in

heaven but thee, and there is none on earth that I de-

sire besides thee ^" He that scarce thought of God before,

now his mind runs upon him
;
now his thoughts are,

whether God be reconciled to him, or not : and how God

approveth of him, and his ways : were he sure of his favour

he would think himself happy : could he but know him, and

enjoy him more, he had the very desire of his heart. It is

his greatest trouble that he is no nearer him, and no more
fit to please and honour him

;
and God hath no more room

in his heart. Unfeignedly he grudgeth at the remnants of

sin, that they should so weary and grieve the Spirit of God,
and hinder his more sensible enjoyment of his love ; it

grieveth him that any of that room in his heart should be
taken up by fleshly and worldly vanities, which he knoweth
doth of right belong to Christ. It is his care to give him

yet better entertainment, and to get out those remnants of

sin and vanity, that God at last may have it all to himself.

It is his daily business to sweep out this dung, and dress up
his disordered heart for Christ; and glad he is when he
can but find any signs of his presence, and feeleth any
stirring of his grace ;

and when he can but move towards

him more swiftly by a stronger love
;
this is the true condi-

tion and temper of a converted soul
;

all other men do but
talk of God, but it is only these that give him their heart.

Sirs, I would fain make this as plain as I can to you, and I

would fain have you try as we go along, whether this change
has been made in your own hearts or not. You know that

s Psal. Ixxiii. '25.



TREATISE OF CONVERSION. 35

there is something or other that every man is most pleased

in, and his mind is most towards
;
and this complacency

and bent of the mind, is the very spring of almost all his

conversation ;
but if he have no pleasure in it, nor mind to

it, he will neglect it, whatsoever you can say or do. Here
is the true root of the difference between the hearts of the

carnal, and of the spiritual : before a man is converted, his

mind is not towards God, but upon other things ;
but after-

wards nothing is so near and dear to him. Mark the dis-

covery of both these states, Rom. viii. 5—9.
** For they that

are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh
; but they

that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be

carnally minded is death ; but to be spiritually minded is life

and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God :

for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can

be. So then, they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the

Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the

Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." Here you see in the

very words of the Holy Ghost a plain description of these

two different conditions of men
;

till a man be converted,

his mind is more on his fleshly pleasure or commodity, or

credit in the world, than in God or the happiness of the

world to come. Whatsoever he may say or pretend to the

love of God, yet God knoweth that his mind is another way :

but when converting grace comes, it taketh oft' the old bias,

and setteth on a new one
;
and now the man that was car-

nally minded is become spiritually minded. Sinners, if you
would but enter into your own hearts, and ask them what

it is that seemeth best to you in all the world ; what it is

that most pleaseth you ; what you would have if you might
have your choice ; by this you might know the bent of your
mind ;

and so know whether you are indeed converted, or

not. You think, it may be, that you may have worldly and

fleshly minds, and yet have grace too : and that you may
set your hearts most upon your fleshly and worldly pleasures,

and yet be the children of God; but deceive not yourselves,

it cannot be : believe it, it cannot be. Oh that those men
did think of this, that drown their hearts in the cares of this

life
;
or wilfully run on in gluttony, drunkenness, or other

fleshly delights. If ever you escape the torments you have
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deserved, if ever you will see the face of God in peace, those

hearts must be turned quite another way ;
those delights

must grow bitter to you : you must be ashamed of your pre-

sent pleasure ^. And your souls must abhor them in com-

parison of Christ, and even abhor yourselves for all your
abominations '. And cast them all away as dross and dung,
and account all as loss for the winning of Christ, which now

you think your greatest gain*". Oh sinners, how low will

all these things be then in your hearts ? When you look

upon all the glory of this world, it will be no more lovely
than a dead carcase in your eyes : for you will be cruci-

fied to the world, ^nd the world to you. If a man would

then offer you all the kingdoms and glory of the earth, it

would be but as a chip to you, it would stink in your

thoughts if it tended to deprive you of everlasting glory.

Many infirmities may stand with grace, but a carnal or

worldly mind in a prevailing sense cannot. *' Love not the

world nor the things of the world, for if any man love the

world, the love of the Father is not in him °^." I know there

are few men so foolish and ungodly, but will say with their

tongues, that God is better than the creature, and heaven

than earth, and would give it as their judgment under their

hand, and confirm it with an oath, that they do not dissem-

ble: yea, but the question is of the inclination and com-

placency of their hearts
;
which do these men love better,

and which do they mind as the most suitable good ? Never

tell me that their estimation of God is sincere, unless it

affect the heart with an answerable complacency and incli-

nation to him : they may apprehend it as truth that God is

the chief good, but they do not truly, that is thoroughly, ap-

prehend it.

But when converting grace comes, it doth this work. I

know when the best Christians have reached to the great-
est knowledge of God, and sense of his love, which in this

life they may expect, they will still be looking higher after

more. And the apprehension of that which they yet come
short of, will much darken the apprehension of their present
attainment : infiniteness will quite overmatch both our ap-

prehensions and our affections : but though we are ready to

h Rom. vi. 21. i Ezek. xxxvi. 21. ^ Phil. iii. 8, 9.

^ 1 John ii- 15.
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call our present glimpse and taste of Gocl, a very nothing,
when we compare our knowledge of him with our ignorance,
and our enjoyments with our wants

; yet when we compare
these small things with all the pleasures or profits of this

world, we see that we have chosen the better part. Alas,

the poor converted soul hath quickly a taste of the vanity of

this world in the very first heart-breaking and humbling
that he was brought into

; when his sin is set in order be-

fore him, and the voice of the law doth make his heart to

tremble, and an angry God doth look him into terrors, what
then can all the world do for his relief? How sensibly then

doth he say. Oh, silly comforters ! what should I do if I had

no better hopes ! Oh, what contemptuous thoughts and

speeches then hath he of all these things that he once so

much valued ! He thinketh he can scarce find words that

are base enough for them. If he could find worse than

Paul's losses, and dross, and dung, and dogs-meat, he

would do it. O that men would now in the day of their

prosperity bethink themselves of this, which all shall

know at last. It is a most doleful sight to any man of

wisdom and compassion to see men that have wounded
and loaden consciences, to run up and down, after pleasure
and profit', as if these would heal them, which have made
their wounds

;
men that are even undone for want of heal-

ing, and are within a step of hell, and will certainly and

very speedily be there, if Christ, by saving, renewing grace,
do not recover them, do quite forget the nature of their

distress, and the thing they want, and mind the toys of

worldly things, as if they would save them. What, still is

sin sweet to you, when it hath made such work against

your souls? Still is this world so lovely in your eyes, when
it hath enticed you already to the very brink of hell ? Oh

poor bewitched souls, that will dote upon that which you
confess deceiveth you! That will dig your own graves
with such excessive pains, and purchase a room in ever-

lasting torments at so dear a rate ? Well, if ever God will

have mercy on your souls, he will show you another kind of

pleasure and felicity ;
he will acquaint you with that which

shall be worth your labour
;
he will bring those sick dis-

tempered souls to another relish than now they have. He
will make you spit out this dirt and dung, and thirst for the
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living water that shall spring up in you to everlasting life ".

And instead of your over-eager seeking the food that

perisheth, he will make you hunger after the bread of life **.

What the unsanctified man doth most love, we may see by

experience ;
we see what he seeks after partly by his life ;

and will you see out of Scripture yet more fully which way
the heart of the sanctified is inclined ?

" The love of God
is shed abroad in your hearts by the Holy Ghost p." They
** are confident that nothing can separate them from this

love, neither height nor breadth i, &c." They can some-

times appeal to Christ himself with Peter,
"
Lord, thou

knowest that I love thee^" "Oh howl love thy Law!"

said David,
'*

it is my meditation day and night, yea, I love

them exceedingly %" saith he
;

" above gold ^" above their

appointed or necessary food "," saith Job. "
Thy word was

the joy and rejoicing of my heart ''," saith Jeremiah. So

vehement was Paul against those men that could not love

the Lord of love, that he pronounceth them accursed with

the greatest curse ^.
"
Thy law," saith David,

"
is within

my heart. How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord. My
soul longeth, yea, even fainteth, for the courts of the Lord,

my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. Blessed

are they that dwell in thy house
;
blessed is the man whose

strength is in thee, in whose hearts are the ways of them.

My soul breaketh for the longing it hath to thy judgments
at all times. Thou art my God, early will I seek thee

; my
soul^thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee

;
to see thy

power and thy glory as I have seen thee in the sanctuary.
Because thy loving-kindness is better than life, my lips

shall praise thee. Thus will I bless thee while I live, I will

lift up my heart in thy name. My soul shall be satisfied as

with marrow and fatness, and my mouth shall praise thee

with joyful lips, when I remember thee upon my bed, and

meditate on thee in the night season""."

2. The second part of the change of the heart is in its

intents. Conversion setteth a man upon right ends. All

the work of a man*s life lieth in intending certain ends, and

n John iv. 14. " John vi. 17. P Rom. v. 5.

1 Rora. viii. 39. ^ j^hn xxi. 15. « Psal. cxix. 167.
' Ver. 127. »

Chap, xxiii. 12. "
Chap.xv. 16.

y 1 Cor. xvi. 22. ^ Psal. xl. 8. Ixxxiv. 1, 2. cxix. 520. Ixiii. 1—3.
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using certain means to obtain them. And all the work of

Christianity lieth in intending right ends, and in using

right means to obtain them. The chief part of man's cor-

ruption in his depraved natural state, doth consist in this,

that he intendeth wrong ends : that is a man's end, which

he accounteth his felicity, his treasure, his chiefest good,
and which he useth all things else to obtain. Whatsoever

you think the best thing in the world for you, and had

rather have it than any thing else
;
and whatsoever you

principally seek after in your life, and think yourself most

happy if you could obtain it, and think yourself most

miserable if you miss of it, and therefore had rather lose all

than that, and make it your main business to be sure that

you may enjoy it, that, and nothing else but that, is your
end. In general, every man's happiness is his end, and this

nature itself, as nature, doth so far adhere to, and intend,

that no man can do otherwise, and there is no note of man's

not intending this. But generals are nothing, but as they
are found in particular things : when it comes to the parti-
cular object of fruition, and what it is wherein men's hap-

piness doth consist, there it is that the depraved nature

doth most damnably err. For every carnal man doth

apprehend it the best condition for him to enjoy his carnal

pleasure, and profit, and vain-glory in this world
;
or if he

look for a life to come, he would have it consist of such

kind of pleasures as he here enjoyed in this life
; and, there-

fore, his very heart is most set upon these sensual worldly

things : he hath a nature so suitable to them, that he

savoureth these as the sweetest delights, and things fittest

for him
; and, therefore, his very business, and daily care

and work in the world, is to get, or increase, or keep, or

enjoy and draw out the sweetness of these sensual things.
So that an earthly man hath an earthly mind, and earthly

ends, as Christ said to Nicodemus^. That which is born of

the earth is earthly ;
and a fleshly man hath a fleshly mind,

and fleshly ends, as I before shewed, from Rom. viii. 7. they
cannot see in the love of God, or the enjoyment of him, so

certain, so suitable a good for them, as may be their felicity,

and better to them than these earthly things. Either they
doubt whether the happiness which they see not be

WM ' John iii. 6.
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true, or a mere delusion ;
or else they think that it is too far

off, and a place too strange to them to be their felicity.

They think that God and man are at too great a distance to

be so mutually loved, and that he is so strange to us, as to

be an unsuitable object for our highest love. Nay, because

of his holiness, justice, and the other blessed perfections

of his nature, and because he will judge the ungodly world

unto perdition ;
therefore their hearts are even against him,

and they that call him their God, have a secret enmity to

him. So that, before conversion, it is the sinful miserable

state of all men, that God is not their end ;
he hath not

their hearts. It is not he that they most seek after in their

lives, nor in whom, their souls apprehend the chiefest delight
and felicity to consist. But it is in the fleshly pleasures, or

profits, or honour of this world. It is some creature, and

not God, that hath men's hearts, their care, and earnest dili-

gence. Hence it is, that they are said to
" have their por-

tion in this life," Psa. xviii. 14. and are there called " the men
of the world." They are such as

"
lay up a treasure on earth '""

They think none can shew them any greater good, and

apprehend not the joy of the light of God's countenance '\

They seek only
" what they shall eat or drink, or wherewith

they shall be clothed," for this is the custom of the '* na-

tions of the worlds" "
They make light of Christ," and

the kingdom that he promiseth, in comparison of their

farms, their oxen, their worldly wealth and pleasure^,
*'

They lay up treasures for themselves here, but are not

rich towards God ^" If they have abundance, they cheer

their souls, as having
"
enough for many years," and so re-

solve to
"
eat, drink, and be merry ^" If they are called by

a trial to part with all for Christ, and the hope of everlast-

ing glory,
"
they go away sorrowful because of their riches,"

or the dearness of that which they are called to forsake. In

a word, they are such as a compassionate man should men-
tion with tears,

"
they are enemies to the cross of Christ,"

though not always to his name. " Their end is destruction,

their God is their belly, their glory is in their shame, they
mind earthly things s." They

" make provision for the flesh

a Matt. vi. 18, 19. •» Psal. iv. 6, 7. « Luke xii. 29—31.
«! Luke xii. 21. Matt. xxii. 5. *^ Luke xii. 21. *" Luke xii. 19.

s Phil. iii. 19.
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to fulfil the lusts thereofV They have their "
good things

in this life," when the godly have their
"

evil things," and

therefore when others
" are comforted, they shall be torment-

ed '." All these Scriptures declare to you what are the ends

ofunconverted men, and where are their hearts.
" For where

their treasure is, there will their hearts be ''.

But when the Spirit comes with converting grace; the

very ends and intents of a man are changed : as he findeth

the greatest excellency in God, and the things of the life to

come ; so hath he there laid up his treasure ^, and fixed his

hopes : he hath reckoned what the world is worth, and how
much it can afford him, and how long it will last him, and

what it will do for him in the greatest need
;
and upon cer-

tain knowledge of its vanity and insufficiency he hath re-

solved that this cannot make him happy. If ever you be

converted, you will know all this to be true by experience
that I say : that it is the work of converting grace to make
a man consider whether all that he can hope for in this

world will make him indeed a happy man, and upon consi-

deration he findeth it will not serve his turn. Godbringeth
it now close to his thoughts and affections, so that the mere

splendour, and sugared taste, and glozing appearances of

worldly things cannot deceive him as formerly they did
;

but he understandeth now the utmost they can do for him ;

he considereth how that they do but flatter him into the

grave and hell, and leave him when he is in the depth of

his distress : before he was as the prodigal, that thought it

hard keeping to live in his father's house, but abroad and

among his companions and pleasures he would go ; but

when he comes to himself, he finds that he must home again,
or perish with hunger : the poor soul then layeth all these

things to heart ; alas, thinks he, I may be merry a few days
more if 1 hold on in this company and course, but will this

life last for ever? I may be somebody in the world for a

while, if I can be rich or honourable
;
but how long can I

keep it when I have got it? I may please my mind among
my friends and worldly businesses, my corn and cattle, my
pleasures and prosperity ;

but what shall I do shortly when
these things are gone? I may think now that I can live

' Rom. xiii. 12, 14. ' Luke xvi. 25. '' Matf. vi. 21.
» Matt. vi. 20.
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without the favour of God, but can I do so when I haveJ no-

thing else to live on ? Alas ! is that fit to be instead of

God and heaven to me, that will not keep me out of the

grave, nor keep my strongest or most beautiful parts from

rotting in the dust; no, nor keep my soul from everlasting
torments ? Oh, what shall I do if I have not a better por-
tion than this ? Woe to me that ever I was born, if I be

not better provided for before I die ! Thus doth God take

off* the soul in conversion from its former ends, and makes it

say. Lord, these will not serve my turn
;
O put me not off"

with such things as these. When the soul is thus loosened

from its former delight, and seeth that it must be some-

thing else that must be his happiness ; then doth the Spirit

by the word of God reveal to him the certainty and the

fulness of that glory that is to be had by Christ in the ever-

lasting love and fruition of God
;
and then he sees that

though it be not here to be had, yet it is to be had hereaf-

ter
;
and that man was made to higher things than he hath

hitherto minded. Now he begins to bethink himself in

good sadness, that heaven may be had, and that for him as

well as others
;
the impossibility is taken away by Christ,

and the door is set open ;
the glory is inconceivable, and if

he can but once get it he is made for ever. These thoughts
now work in the heart of the man that never had such lively

working thoughts of it before. So that now he feeleth his

heart burn within him, when he hath once found where his

happiness is to be had
; presently, the Spirit having touched

his heart with an effectual inclination thereto, he is bent

upon it, and sets his heart and face to seek it. And now
this is his business

; comparatively he hath nothing else to

do. Now it must be God or none
; heaven, or nothing that

will serve his turn. Now if God should offer him,
*
I will

give thee mirth and riches for a thousand years without in-

terruption, I will give thee the good word of all about thee, I

will make thee the greatest man on earth, and thou shalt have

the world at will
; but not my love and grace in Christ, nor

the hope of everlasting glory :' this would be the saddest

news that ever came to his soul. It is not now the same

thing that would please him as before. Tell not him now
of profit and pleasure ;

it is everlasting pleasure that he

must have. He hath another journey to go, another home
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to regard, another kind of trade to drive on in the world

than before he had. Now he ** looketh for a city that hath

foundations, whose builder and maker is God ;" and there-

fore doth take himself but as a stranger on earth, and one

that sojourneth in a foreign country'. Now the best of

worldly things will no longer satisfy them ;
but they

" desire

a better country, that is, an heavenly. Wherefore God is

not ashamed to be called their God, for he hath prepared for

them a city "\" Now they are soundly persuaded that **
there

is a God, and that he is the rewarder of them that diligently
seek him ;" and that this reward is beyond the grave, and

therefore they have respect to the recompence of reward,
and are content to submit to the sufferings of this life, that

so they may obtain a better resurrection ". He now is to

this world as a dead man in comparison ;

" crucified to the

world, and the world to him''.''
" And his life is hid with

Christ in God
;
and when Christ, who is his life, shall ap-

pear, then shall he appear also with him in glory p."

Beloved hearers, you may easily conceive that it is a very

great change, that causeth a man to have other ends than

ever he had before, and that quite turneth the very bent of

his heart and life, and maketh Jiim have quite a contrary
business in the world, than before he had

;
that setteth a

man's face another way, so that he that before went one

way, doth now go the clean contrary. Alas ! it is not the

restraint of a wicked work or two, or the outward civilizing

of your lives, that is true conversion. It is such a change
as I am now describing to you, that turneth you quite ano-

ther way. If you are true Christians that hear me, you know
it, or may know it, to be thus with yourselves. For cer-

tainly you have had experience of this in your souls. It

were no impossible thing for you now, if you were but will-

ing, to know certainly whether you be converted, yea or no.

One would think that a man's end might be discerned above
all things. Cannot you know what you like and love best?

And what you would fain have ? And what you cannot be

content without? And what you drive at in the course of

your lives ? And what you place your hopes and happiness
in, which you will have, though you part with all to get it?

' Heb. xi. 9, 10, 13. ™ Heb. xi. 16. " H<b. xi. 6, 26, 3.5.

" Gal. ri. 14. >» Col. iii. 3, 4.
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And what it is that beareth down all things else in your
hearts and lives? Why something or other doth this, what-

soever it be, and this is your end. And one would think,

that this which so much takes one up, and so much sways,

and is the business of his life, might be well discerned.

Sirs, deal truly between God and your souls. What hath

your hearts ? What game do you follow ? What do you
mind above all? I ask not whether you set not a foot now

and then out of the way : but which way are you travelling ?

For earth or for heaven ? O that you would but be faithful

to your souls in this trial ! I have often told you, and will

tell you yet again, and desire you to remember it as long as

you live, that this is the true difference between every true

converted soul, and all hypocrites and carnal men in the

world
;

' That to the true Christian indeed, God and ever-

lasting glory is his main end, and religion is his business,

and all worldly things come in but upon the bye, and there-

fore he can have them, or be without them
;
whereas with

all hypocrites and carnal men, the pleasing of their flesh in

this world, is their main end, and therefore worldliness, vo-

luptuousness, or ambition is their business, and the matters

of God and religion come in but upon the bye, and there-

fore they can taste of them, or they can be without them.'

I would you would keep this one mark by you while you
live: by which you may judge yourselves without deceit

;

and so the true Christian need not deny his sincerity, nor

the hypocrite imagine that he is what he is not, but might

certainly know that he is yet in the flesh. And thus I have

shewn you what is the second part of Conversion of the

Will or Heart, even the change of a man's ends and inten-

tions.

3. The third part of the work of Conversion on the Will,

is this. The same Spirit in the word, which changeth a man's

ends, doth also change him as to the choice of means, and

causes him to choose what before he refused, and to consent

to that which before he did reject. Heaven is not obtained

in every way, but in God's own way, and if a man should

never so much intend God as his end, and yet not seek him
in the means of his appointment, (though I think there is

none that doth so, or that ever these indeed are separated,

yet I say, if such a thing were,) it would not save him. It is
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not enough to know where we must be happy, but we must

also know how to come thither. There is but one right way
to salvation in the main, and he that will be saved, must be

sure to hit it.

(1 ) There are two sorts of means or ways to salvation ;

not contrary, but one subordinate to the other ;
but one is

the chief and principal way, and that is Jesus Christ and the

Holy Ghost
;
the other is the subservient way, and that is

the means that Christ hath appointed under himself. When
man was lost, there was no remedy for him in heaven or

earth, but the ever-living Son of God to come down from

heaven, and take our nature, and perfectly obey the law,

and suffer for our disobedience ;
this he did in compassion

to mankind. He was born of a virgin, without man, and

without sin, by the power of the Holy Ghost. He lived on

earth without sin also, and proved his Godhead and doc-

trine by his works ;
he raised the dead, healed the lame, the

blind, the sick, and at last offered himself on the cross a sa-

crifice for our sins, in suffering that which we must else

have suffered
;
and being buried, he rose again on the third

day, and after forty days in the sight ofhis disciples, ascended

into heaven, where he is now in our nature interceding for

us, and preparing us a place. And before he departed from

earth, he ordained this law, and sent his disciples to preach
it to all the world

;
that all they that would renounce their

own works, and trust their souls upon his redemption and

ransom, and forsake the world, the flesh, and the devil, and

take him for their only Lord and Saviour, and so return to

God himself, shall receive the pardon of all their sin, and

be made the heirs of everlasting glory. And he hath pro-

mised also to send his sanctifying Spirit to dwell and work

in those that believe. Thus you see what is the principal

means of salvation : it is the Lord Jesus Christ, who having
suffered for us, is offered to us in the Gospel, to be our Head
and Husband, our Saviour and our Lord.

Two things are here of absolute necessity to our salva-

tion : the one is, to believe unfeignedly that Christ is the

Messiah and Redeemer of the world : and the second is, to ac-

cept him as he is offered to us in the Gospel. Now the heart of

an unconverted sinner is against both these. 1. It doth not

soundly believe the truth of Christ's incarnation, resurrec-
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tion, and ascension, but only by a common, customary, su-

perficial belief: but of this I spoke before. 2. He doth not

welcome Christ to his soul, as he is offered to him
; partly

because men are unhumbled and feel not the need of Christ
;

for
** the whole need not a physician, but they that are

sick :" and partly, because that Christ would reclaim them
from the way that they take pleasure in, and would brin^ them
into a way that is against their hearts

;
and many other causes

there are. So that, even where Christ seemeth to be much
honoured, and men will bow, and do the greatest reverence

to his name, and profess themselves his faithful servants,

and that they trust their salvation on him alone : yet for all

this they do not savingly or sincerely believe in him. They
have learned to speak well of Christ, and they are willing to

be forgiven by him; but they never laid hold on him, as a

drowning man would do on that which might save him ;

nor did they ever feel at their hearts, what a glorious work

of mercy he hath wrought in their redemption ;
and how

much he hath done for them, and how much he hath engag-
ed their souls unto himself. They never had any of the

saints' admiration at the height, and breadth, and length,
and depth "i, nor have they been taken up with this astonish-

ing project of love, as men thus redeemed at such a rate

must be
;
nor would they ever consent that Christ should

rule over them, and mortify their lusts, and bring them back

from the flesh to God : and therefore they are unbelievers,

even while they profess the faith of Christ. But when con-

verting grace comes, as it raiseth the soul's estimation of

Christ, as I have said before, so doth it open the heart to

his entertainment. O what glad news is it to desolate,

self-condemned souls to hear that the Son of God hath

bought them with his blood ! It is life to them to hear the

glad tidings of their redemption. It is the very work of the

Spirit in conversion, to bring the soul into this admiration

of redemption ;
and to shew it the riches of grace in Christ,

and the mystery of this blessed work, when his eyes are

opened to see how God designed here the magnifying of his

love
; and how glorious God is in his mercy in the work of

redemption, even as glorious as in his power in the work of

creation. And when his wounded soul hath well understood

a Eph. iii. 18.
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how Christ hath made him a plaster of his blood, this makes

him have other thoughts of Christ and redemption than be-

fore he had. O how much sweeter to him are the hearing,

and reading, and thinking of this Christ, than before they
were ! He that before did shut the door, and let Christ

knock and knock again, and could so often churlishly resist

him
;
O how the case is now altered with him ! Now Christ

is to him as cordial waters to a man in a swoon ;
as a hand

to a drowning man
; as drink to a man in a burning fever ;

as a pardon to a man condemned to die : the name of Christ

doth even revive him, when withal he can but have some

hope that he is his. O could you now assure him that

Christ is willing to pass over all his unkind resistance, and

to be friends with him, and wash his soul in his blood, how

glad a man would he be ! When sin stares him in the face,

O then for a Christ to make his peace ! When conscience

is up in arms against him, now how doth Christ befriend

him, to step in and bear the stroke ! He saith not as Pha-

raoh,
** Who is the Lord that I should serve him?'' Nor

as they in Job xxi. 14.
**

Depart from us, we desire not the

knowledge of thy ways :" nor as the common rebels of the

world,
** We will not have this man to reign over us "^i" but

as Laban to Abraham's servants,
" Come in thou blessed of

the Lord
;
wherefore standest thou without? For the house

and room is prepared for thee ^" Too long have I made

my soul a sink, a sty, a dungeon, when it might and should

have been thy dwelling, and the temple of thy Holy Spirit.
Come in. Lord, and let sin possess thy room no longer.
Hath here been room for the world, and room for fleshly
lusts and pleasures, and is there no room for thee? Let thy

graces dwell where sin hath dwelt; here is room for them
all

;
or if there be not room, O cast out sin, and make thee

room. Thou that madest all things ready for me, before

thou calledst me by the voice of the Gospel, make all within

me ready for thyself, and cast out him that is stronger than

I, and hath held my heart so long in a peaceable captivity.

Only thy presence now will do me good : I die if thou revive

me not : I am devoured by the jaws of the devouring lion, if

thou do not rescue me. 1 am tormented by my own con-

science, and nothing but thine appHed blood can mollify it.

•^ Luke xix. i7- » (ien.xxiv. 31.
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I am accused and condemned by the law, which I have bro-

ken, and what shall I say or do, if thou come not in, and

plead thy blood, and answer for me ? I have many thou-

sand sins that will be brought in against me ;
and how shall

I come off, but by the virtue of thy sacrifice? Hell is ready
to devour me everlastingly, if thou do not save me. Save

me, save me. Lord, or I perish ! I am lost, undone, a damn-
ed man if thou do not save me. The devils that have de-

ceived me, do but stay to torment me if thou do not save

me. A just and angry God will be to me everlastingly a

consuming fire, if his indignation be not quenched by thy
blood and intercession. There is no other name under hea-

ven by which I can be saved*. No, no, it must be Christ

alone, it must be Christ or none, Christ, or 1 am lost. Now
doth the poor soul look upon Christ as on the fire or air,

that he cannot live without
;
he sees an absolute necessity

for him in the main, and an absolute necessity for every par-
ticular. Every sin that he remembereth, telleth him that

he hath need of Christ. Every corruption that he feeleth

stirring within him, telleth him of the absolute need of

Christ. Every temptation that assaulteth him, telleth him
of the need of Christ. He never falleth into any known sin

again, (which alas ! is too often,) but it maketh him see the

need of Christ. He findeth he could not live a day or an

hour safely without him : he cannot wash away one spot,
nor master one corruption without him. When he goes to

God in prayer for his soul, he then findeth the need of Christy
he dare not draw near if Christ take him not by the hand

;

he knows there is no admittance in any other name. He
durst not look God in the face, nor name him, nor worship
him, norhope for any mercy from him, but through Christ. In

a word, without Christ he dares neither live nor die. You
see then where another part of conversion lieth in this true

belief in the Lord Jesus Christ. You may know and say all

this of Christ before conversion ;
but you never rightly ap-

prehend it and feel it, till then.

And as the merit, so the Spirit of Christ is here compre-
hended

;
for I join both together for brevity. It is by his

Spirit that Christ takes down the strong contradiction of

the flesh, and bringeth all in subjection to himself; as light
' Acts iv. U.
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prevaileth against darkness, and strength against weakness,
and life against death, so doth the Spirit prevail for Christ

in the souls of the elect. Before conversion, there is no-

thing but grieving and striving against, and quenching the

Spirit, and using it like an enemy. But now how glad is

the soul of his presence ! how loath to grieve him ! how
fearful of quenching it ! And if by some unkindness the

Spirit seem to be withdrawn, what moan doth he make !

and how sadly doth he cry out as David did
;

" Restore

to me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold me by thy free

Spirit":" and if he feel the Spirit as it were, departing from

him, he calls aloud with David,
" Cast me not away from

thy presence, and take not thy holy Spirit from me "".^ As
a living man is loath to die, and knoweth that when his

Spirit is gone from his body, he will be a carcase, and there-

fore will use all possible means to keep the soul and body
from parting, even so the true believer knows that if the

Spirit of God were gone from his soul, the soul were dead

or worse than dead, and therefore it is his daily care to

keep the Spirit and his soul from parting. He apprehend-
eth it now to be a blessed privilege indeed, to have the Spi-
rit of Jesus still within him, to be his temple, and by him to

be preserved from temptation, excited to duties, and anima-

ted in them, and sanctified to the service of him that did re-

deem him.

And now sirs, I must needs say to those of you that are

unconverted, that all these matters are strange to you ; you
hear me, but you have felt no such things as these within

yourselves. Oh what a difference is there between this

living faith in Christ, and the name of faith, and the image
of Christianity, which you boast of and presume upon !

What a difference is there between these warm heart-re-

viving closures with Christ, and your cold belief and dull

profession ! It is one thing for Christ to dwell in the heart

by faith, and another thing for him to have the custom of

the country, and the law of the land on his side, to make

way for him. It is one thing for a man that is well, to ho-

nour a physician, and another thing for a sick man to seek

out to him, and beg his help, and take him for his physi-

cian, and willingly take down any think;' that he giveth him.
« PsaLluia. =* Ver. 11.

VOL. VII. E
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I pray you mark what I say, because it is the most common
delusion of unconverted men among us, that they verily

think that they truly believe in Christ already : and there is

a common belief that will never save them, and that they
take up with, and look not after the saving faith : I cannot

better open the difference to ordinary capacities, than by
the aforesaid comparison. You know a man in health may
truly believe that such- a man is an able physician, and he

may speak well of him, and honour him : now suppose a man
were deadly sick of a consumption, and did not know it

;
if

this man bonoureth the physician asmuch as any other health-

ful man, will this cure him, or save his life ? No, but the pa-
tient that prayeth him to cometohim, and will trust his life in

his hands, and will take the bitterest medicine that he gives

him, and will forbear any hurtful meat or drink, be it never so

pleasant to him, this is he that is like to be healed by him.

Christ is known among us to be the able physician of souls
;

we all confess and praise his skill, and know thathe can save

us. We all hear of the freeness of his cure, that he takes no-

thing, but doth it as soon for the poorest beggar, as the

greatest prince ;
but knowing all this, and speaking well of

him, will cure no man
; no, but you must go to him believ-

ingly, and beg his help, and take him for your physician,
and trust your souls upon his blood and Spirit, and apply
his means, and take the bitterest cup that he shall reach

you, and forsake the morsels of fleshly pleasure that have

been sweet to you heretofore. Do not say, this is to be

justified by works ;
for this is no other kind of works than

what standeth in a necessary subserviency to Christ, even

the work of grace itself. This is but the work that Christ

calls thee to, John vi. 29. " This is the work of God, that

ye believe in him whom the Father hath sent :" this is but
"
coming to Christ that ye may have life ^:" and "

taking
his yoke and burden on you, that you may find rest to your
souls ^" When the poor people followed him on earth

from place to place, and hearkened to his words, and took

up his cross that they might be his disciples, and be justified

and saved by him
;
he did not tell them, this is sinful work-

ing for justification. To conclude, if ever you be converted,

y John V. 40. z Matt, xi. 29.
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thus must you follow Christ, and thus must you yield to the

Spirit which you now resist.

Thus I have shewed you how the converted soul doth

accept of Christ and the Spirit, on the terms and to the

ends that are mentioned in the Gospel. Christ Jesus is ac-

cepted as the Redeemer of their souls, that hath satisfied

justice by being a ransom for their sins, and hath merited

everlasting glory for them
;
and as the Lord that by the ti-

tle of his redemption, must rule them
;
as their head that

must provide for them and supply all their wants ;
and as

the fountain and treasure of all that grace that must save

them
;
the Holy Ghost is entertained as he that must sanc-

tify and guide them in the way to life everlasting, having

already sealed the truth of the doctrine.

2. We are next to consider how the work of conversion

doth turn the heart or will ofman to these means that stand

in a subordination to Christ : and indeed a natural man is

disaffected not only to Christ, but to all his ordinances :

he that mindeth not the end nor the means, cannot heartily
mind the subordinate means.

(1.) One means thatGod hath appointed to salvation, is,

confession of sin, with a broken heart for the sin confessed.

A man unconverted doth neither see any such evil in sin as

to drive him to this confession, nor to break his heart in

godly sorrow
;
nor will his heart be brought to consent to

the faithful performance of that. A heart unhumbled and

unchanged doth think it but a piece of childish folly to

weep and mourn for sin, and lament it before the world :

they are too stout to stoop to a disgraceful acknowledg-
ment : they scorn to be so base as to make an open confes-

sion of their sins, or to lament their misery. They feel no

such burden upon their consciences as should drive them

into such repentance to seek to God and man for ease ; and

if they confess to God in secret, it is without a broken

heart
; they will not endure so much pain as to feel their

own condition, and have their sores so faithfully searched

as is necessary to a cure : this afflicting of the soul, their

souls abhor.

But when converting grace hath changed their hearts,

O how the case is altered with them ! Then godly sorrow is

even as it were, natural to them
; and they that could not en-
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dure it, do now even cherish and indulge it. It is a volun-

tary sorrow ; they mourn and would mourn like him that

cried out, "Labour not to comfort me *
;" that is, till God

will comfort me. As a sore that is not ripe will not break

nor run, and that which is not suppurable is oft incurable,

but when it is brought to suppuration and ripeness, then it

will even break of itself, and run without any more ado : so

is it with the impenitent soul and the penitent ;
till repen-

tance comes, the soul is not ripe ; ministers are every day

applying to it all the mollifying, dissolving remedies they

can devise, to bring it to suppuration, but all will not do ;

their hearts will not break, not a tear of unfeigned repen-

tance will come forth
; they hide their sin, and scorn to

make a penitent confession. But Oh! when grace hath

done the work, and softened the heart, and ripened the sore,

then it will come out of its own accord. I would not have

you take this upon my bare word, but see whether the

Scripture say not so before me. Acts ii. 37. They were

once a stubborn generation of sinners that the apostles had

there to deal withal, that durst have their hands in the

blood of Christ himself ;
but when they were once con-

verted,
"
they were pricked at the heart, and said to Peter

and the rest of the apostles. Men and brethren, what shall

we do ?
"

This did imply a confession of their sin : q. d.

We confess ourselves guilty, and we find our souls in a

miserable case under the wrath and curse of God : O give
us your advice what we shall do. These were three thou-

sand people at once that were brought to this conviction

and confession. See how freely all comes out, when the

heart is once pricked by the Word and Spirit ! The like

you know was the case of Saul at his conversion. Acts ix.

5, 6. as stout a hearted sinner before as another ; but when
God overpowered him by converting grace, then he calls

out with trembling and astonishment,
"
Lord, what wilt

thou have me to do ?
" And when he relateth his own life

and manner of conversion. Acts xxii. 4, 5. how freely doth

he confess his former persecution i And again, in Acts

xxvi. 10, 11. confessing that he was a persecutor, **yea, and

punished Christians in the synagogue, and compelled them

to blaspheme ; yea, was mad, yea, exceedingly mad against
* Isa. xxii. 4.
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them." The like doth he confess. Tit. iii. 3. Acts xvi. the

apostles met with a sturdy jailor that put them in the inner

prison, and their feet fast in the stocks ;
but when an

earthquake opened the doors and set them free, and a heart-

quake brought him in, and laid him at their feet, and grace
took the opportunity to do its work, then he crieth out with

trembling, ver. 30. "
Sirs, what must I do to be saved ?

'
'

David tells you his own experience, Psal. xxxii. 5, 6.
"

I

acknowledged my sins unto thee, and mine iniquity have I

not hid : I said, I will confess my transgression unto the Lord ;

and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin : for this shall

every one that is godly, pray unto thee in a time when thou

mayst be found." And after his grievous fall, the fifty-first

Psalm will shew you his confession. So Acts xix. 18.
"
Many confessed and shewed their deeds, and brought

their books and burned them before all men." These were

such as were reputed wise and learned before
;
but when

grace had changed them, they openly confess that all was

folly. Many more such examples we have, and precepts
where God requireth it

; Ezra x. 1. Neh. ix. 2, 3. Lev. y

5. xvi. 21. xxvi 40. Numb. v. 7. And indeed, pardon
itself is offered on these terms, 1 John i. 9.

" If we confess,

he is faithful and just to forgive." Prov. xxviii. 13. "He
that covereth his sins shall not prosper; but whoso con-

fesseth them and forsaketh them, shall have mercy." James
v. 16.

** Confess your faults one to another, and pray one

for another." And indeed in the first times, no man was

baptized that did not confess his sins openly before, and
renounce them

;
even John himself caused the Jews to con-

fess their sins before he would baptize them
;
Matt. iii. 6.

Mark i. 5. So in Jer. iii. 12, 13.
"
Return, thou backsliding

Israel, saith the Lord, and I will not cause mine anger to

fall upon you ;
for I am merciful, saith the Lord ; and I will

not keep mine anger for ever; only confess thine iniquity,
that thou hast transgressed against the Lord, &c. Turn, O
backsliding children, saith the Lord, for I am married to

you, &c." You see here that conversion hath ever confes-

sion accompanying it. He that turneth, must and will con-

fess, as the repenting church, Jer. xiv. 20. " We acknow-

ledge, O Lord, our wickedness, and the iniquity of our fa-

thers
;
for we have sinned against thee : do not abhor us
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for thy name's cake." And Hos. v. 15. it was the Lord's

threatening against them,
"

I will go and return unto my
place, till they acknowledge their offence, and seek my face ;

in their afflictions they will seek me early." So that ic is

most evident that conversion openeth the heart and mouth

to confess, even to God or man, or both, according as the

case requireth : not but that a Judas will do it at last in

horror, and cry out,
"

I have sinned in betraying the inno-

cent blood :" but this is forced by horror, and not by a gra-

cious change. Many a thief will confess their sin at the

gallows, that are not converted ;
but when conversion

comes, the very mind being changed, is set against the sin,

and therefore they long to cast it up. Hiding tendeth to

keeping, confession tendeth to parting with sin : therefore

he that is penitent doth not hide it, so far as he hath any
call to confess it. O sirs, that the Lord would bring this to

the hearts of some of you that most need it : one may hear

by your speeches that conversion is far from your hearts.

How many among us are there that have little cause to jus-

tify themselves, and yet we cannot bring them to any con-

fession, but what is general and common with all. That we
are sinners ! But for any hateful and disgraceful sin, they ex-

cuse it, and hide it
;
and have nothing but good almost to say of

themselves. You shall not hear one sad complaint almost
.,

that they will make against themselves. If you have a fro- I

ward wife, you will complain of that; if disobedient chil-

dren, if careless or stubborn servants, you will complain of

them. If you have unkind friends or neighbours, you will

complain of them
;

but of yourselves, where you have

greatest reason to complain, we can scarce hear a word. If

any do you wrong, you are still harping upon it, and mak-

ing the worst of it
; but for all the wrong that you have

done to God and your own souls, you can lightly pass it

over, and make little of it : and who heareth you half so oft

complain of yourselves as others ? What say you, is it not

thus with many among us ? You know not how sad a mark
this is. I tell you, if ever converting grace come to your
hearts, it will make you pour out complaints against your-
selves ;

it will make you cry with David,
"

I have done

foolishly
^
:"

'

and with Paul,
"

I was foolish, disobe-

^ 2 Sam. xxiv. 10.
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dient, I was mad, yea, exceedinglymad
*=

: "and,
" O wretched

man that I am, who shall deliver me<* ?" Mark the uncon-

verted man in his talk, and you shall hear him, if not as the

Pharisee, saying,
*'

I am not like other men ;" yet at least

saying nothing against himself, but nibbling at the good
names of others, and making the devil more servants than

indeed he hath, and God fewer, by their venturous censures ;

they have the hypocrite's eye that was not made to see it-

self, that is good for little, but to spy motes in others' eyes ;

but the beam in their own they cannot see. The infirmities

of those that fear God they can talk of; but a graceless

heart and a worldly, fleshly life of their own doth little trou-

ble them. But when converting grace comes, you may
hear by their very talk, that the case is changed ; they have

nobody then to talk against, so much as themselves ;
their

censures ao-ainst themselves do seem the most uncharitable j

their talk is most of the sins of their own hearts and lives :

and blame them not, for these are nearest them, and most

concern them : the mote in their own eye doth most grieve

them, and till they have wiped out that, thpy have less mind

to look into the eyes of others. In a word, whosoever is

justified of God, and freed from condemnation, is ajudger
and condemner of himself ; 1 Cor. xi. 31. But they that lie

under the condemnation of God, are commonly self-justi-

fiers; Luke xvi. 15.

(2.) Another means that converting grace doth turn the

heart to, is, earnest prayer to God. A man unconverted is

a stranger to true prayer ; either he doth nothing in his duty,
or that which is next to nothing : commonly they will not

be brought so much as to the outside and form of the duty ;

but if they be, that is all
; till some affliction or conviction

come and awaken them to a little more for a time : but they
never fall to this work to the purpose, till saving grace do

truly change them : a carnal heart feeleth no such need of

God or mercy, as to drive him to beg for it from day to day.
He feels himself well enough, and therefore saith with them
in Job xxi. 15.

** What is the Almighty that we should

serve him? and what profit should we have if we pray unto

him?" as Mai. iii. 14. they scarce think it worth their la-

bour. It may be for fear of perishing with the ungodly, and
* Act* xx»i. 11. Tit. iii. 3. '^ Horn. vii. 24.
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from some general conviction of conscience, they may use

some formal, cold expressions, or perhaps take up the out-

side of this duty : but it is not prayer, without the desires

of the soul which carry out a man to seek for mercy and re-

lief to God : unconverted men are either dumb to this holy

duty, or their hearts are dumb while their tongues are

speaking : either they have nothing to say to God ;
or no-

thing but some words that they get by rote, and utter with-

out the feeling of their souls ; or else they have little else

but words. Their consciences witness, and God himself is

a w^itness, that they do not in secret beg earnestly for his

mercy : they do not heartily call to him for pardoning grace
and sanctifying grace : with their families they do not

earnestly beg of God the same mercy, as a people that de-

sire that he should dwell among them. For where there is

no true feeling of sin and misery, and desire after grace,
there can be no hearty prayers to God : what need you any
further mark of a graceless soul, than that they are prayer-
less.

But converting grace doth open the heart, and let in the

Holy Ghost, which is a Spirit of supplication
®

;
and this

Spirit doth help their infirmities, and whereas, of themselves,
"

they know not what to pray for as they ought, he maketh

request for them with groans that are unutterable ^" As
the new-born infant, or any living creature, will quickly
shew whether it be alive, by making towards the parent or

dam for its nourishment
;
so w^ill the new-born Christian,

It is not unlikely that the apostle referreth to this :
" We

have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry Abba,
Father." As the child doth first learn to cry dad or mam

;

so doth the Christian first learn to make out to God as a

Father, and by prayer to seek to him for relief; and for

certain, as the Spirit of Christ is a Spirit of prayer, so if

any man ** have not this Spirit, he is none of his s." The
evidence that God giveth Ananias of Saul's conversion, was

this,
** Behold he prayeth ^." It was the proof ofCornelius's

grace, that " he prayed to God always \" And the angel
takes the time of his prayer, to appear to him; and Peter

that must be sent unto him, is found at prayer^. The new

e Zech. xii. 10. f Rom. viii. 26, 27. e Rora. viii. 15. 9.

h Acts ix. 11. i Acts X. 2. ^ Acts x. 9.
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converted disciples
** continued in prayer ^'* It is no small

part of a Christian's life to " continue instant in prayer,
and watch in the same '"." It were easy to prove this by
multitudes of Scripture texts : he that hath not this breath

of prayer, is either a dead man, or in a dangerous swoon.

As the poor child when any thing hurteth it, or affrighteth

it, runs to the mother or father for help ;
so doth the poor

Christian to Christ. He may go to ministers, and go to

other Christians (as Cornelius to Peter, because Christ

sendeth him, and so under Christ) ; but it is Christ that he

goeth directly to, and that he is most with. He hath a very

praying spirit within him, contrary to that dumb spirit that

possesseth the ungodly : so that he must needs go to God
when any thing aileth him, and he will not be held back.

His soul would be disconsolate, and as David in the wilder-

ness, Psal. xlii. if he were kept from God : he would be

overwhelmed with his troubles if he might not go ease his

mind with God : some ease he may get from ministers and

friends, but Oh ! if he had not more from God, his case

were very sad : he is in prayer as Jeremiah in preaching ;

" The word was a consuming fire shut up in his bones, he

was weary of forbearing and could not stay ^.'* So are his

sins and his necessities like a consuming fire shut up in his

heart ;
he is weary with forbearing, he cannot hold them, to

God he must go, as David, while he held his tongue, his

sorrow was stirred, his heart was hot within him, the fire

burned till he spake to God :
" While I kept silence my

bones waxed old °.'" You may better keep the converted

Christians from food, or raiment, or home, or friends, than

keep them from God : they had rather be without a shop to

work in, a house to dwell in, a bed to lie in, than a place to

pray in. But the best is, that God hath sanctified every

place to him, and commanded him every where to lift up

pure hands P. His Lord and Saviour hath left him his ex-

ample, who was sometimes in a wilderness, and sometimes

in a garden, and sometimes in other solitary places, pur-

posely for prayer, and so accustomed to one, that Judas

knew of it*». He that was perfect would shew us his de-

' Acts ii.42.
"' Rom. xii.2. Col.iv. 2. Ephes. vi. 18. »

Jcsr. xx. 8, 9.

« Paal. xxxix. 2, 3. xxxii. 3. PI Tim. ii. 8.

1 Mark xiv. 23. xxvi. 36. vi. 46. xiv. 32. Luke xxii. 41. 44.
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pendance on the infinite Godhead, by giving us an example
of constancy in this duty : so that we find him even all

night in prayer to God"". And all his disciples do learn this

lesson of him, and imitate him in their measure, in this holy
work. Ifwe ask for other examples, we may find Cornelius

and Daniel at it in their families % Peter at it in the house

top
*

;
Paul and Silas at midnight are at it in the inner

prison in the stocks ". From every place can the prayers of

the godly have access to heaven. For God is every where

present, and therefore though the places of public assem-

blies be in a special sort the house of prayer
""

; yet doth he

not confine his prayer to that house. The very soul of a

Christian is habituated to prayer, and therefore he doth it

as it were continually
^

: and in every thing he maketh

known his wants by it to God^. So that he is seldom so

deep asleep in any lapse through security but that more or

less he breathes his breath of ^race in holy prayer. If he

want wisdom, he asketh it of God, for he knoweth that he

giveth liberally, and upbraideth not *. If he want the

Spirit itself in a further measure, he goes to God that hath

promised to give it to them that ask it**. If he want for-

giveness of sin, deliverance from any evil or temptation, it

is the matter of his daily prayer, yea, so is his very daily

bread, his health and life, and all the comforts of it : for he

knoweth that all things are sanctified by the word and

prayer *=. If he be afflicted, he prayeth ;
and if in sickness,

he desireth the elders of the church to pray with him ^
: for

he knoweth that the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous
availeth much ^. If the servants of Christ be in troubles,

it is prayers without ceasing that is the means of their re-

lief. Even besides secret prayers and church prayers upon
any such occasion of their own and others

;
if a few Chris-

tians can get together to prayer, it is more pleasant to them,
than to the drunkard or voluptuous, when they can get to-

gether for sports or wickedness. When Peter was in prison,

many were got together in a house to prayer, when he came
and knocked at the door, when the angel had set him free^

' Luke vi. 12. » Acts x. Dan. vi. » Acts x. 9.

« Acts xvi.25. " Matt. xxi. 13. v I Thess. v. 17.

» Phil.iv. 6. a James i. 5. ^ Luke xi. 13.
e 1 Tim. iv. 5. <i James v. 13, 14, 16. « James v. 15. 17.
f Acts xiL 12.
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In a word, the true convert beginneth his new life in prayer j

he continueth it in prayer habitual or actual ; sometime!*

by the secret motions of the heart, and sometimes by the

expression also of his mouth
;
and he endeth it, as to this

world, most commonly in prayers : as the Lord Jesus him-

self, as his blessed martyr Stephen did, committing their

spirits to God at the closing of their eyes ;
and the saints

do commonly follow them in that course : so by the help of

these blessed gales we are carried through the waves and

troubles of this world, and by this we land at the last in

glory. Never think therefore to find a prayerless convert,

any more than to find a breathless living man. O ! the

poor Christian feeleth that he cannot live without prayer,
because he cannot live without God. He cannot be with-

out it one day ; he cannot be at home without it, or abroad

without it; he cannot travel or return home without it
;
he

cannot labour without it in the shop or in the field
\
but

when he wants a place to bow his knee in, he hath yet an

opportunity to bow his soul ; and if company or business

do shut his mouth, yet it must be business indeed that quite
taketh off his heart

;
for his eyes are on God, as the eye of

the servant on the hand of his master, saith David s. Why
may I not say, as the eye of our dogs, when they wait on us

at our tables, is towards us for every bit they have
; so the

eye and dependance of the Christian for soul and for body,
is upon God : and many a secret ejaculation doth he send

up, and many a groan doth pass his heart, that those that

even stand by him are unacquainted with. As a beggar is

known by his needy begging tone, so is he known by his

begging of God ;

" The poor useth entreaties **," or speaketh

supplication ; you may know them by it
; they make a trade

of it
; they live by begging ; they will have no nay : such

an one is the Christian, that even liveth by begging as his

very trade : as one that must always pray, and not be weary
or wax faint*. So that this is the second means that con-

verting grace doth turn men's hearts to.

(3.) The third means, subordinate to Christ and the

Spirit, which converting grace doth turn the heart to, is,

the Word of God, whether heard, or read, or preached, or

any way fitly made known. The Word is the very seed that

» Psal. cxxiii. i. *» Prov. xviii. 23. * Luke xviii. 1.
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doth beget him to this life, the immortal seed of God, which

always must remain in him''. Of this incorruptible seed is

he new born ^ And therefore it cannot be but he must love

it, and desire it. The Scripture to a carnal man is as a

common book : many things in it seem to be unlikely, and

many things even next to foolishness, because he hath not

the Spirit to discern them. To all the ungodly it is as a

sealed book ; though some of them know the grammatical
and logical sense, none of them taste the spiritual sweetness,

nor partake of the life that it begets in the soul. Therefore

we find the learned Papists so many of them making a jest
of Scripture, even while they confess it to be the Word of

God. Some of them daring to accuse the matter, and some
the style, and many the words and manner of expression,
as if it were obscure, or unfit, or insufficient to its proper
use : a carnal man can easily spare it

;
a chapter in the

Bible to him is but as a common story. Many an one of

them can delight to read a romance, or a book of fables and

fictions, like
" The Knight of the Sun,"

" The Seven Cham-

pions," or "
Palmarine," or "

Guy of Warwick," or such

like wicked devices of men's brains that are made to rob

God of men's hearts, and to rob themselves of their time and

wit
;
than to read over the sacred story, and the holy pre-

cepts of Christ, and the spiritual doctrine of faith and sal-

vation. We may see the difference between men's dispo-
sitions towards God's Word in the Papists and poor Pro-

testants, in the time and place of persecution. The Protes-

tants would make much of one leaf of the Bible
; they

would get together to hear a chapter read, as to a feast,

when they knew their lives were endangered by it. The

Papists used all their power to suppress it, to hinder the

promulgation of it, and keep the people from the knowledge
of it, and burned them at a stake for the using of it. Their

inquisition in Spain and Italy inquire after it, as if it were
some book of treason or witchcraft ;

when the poor Chris-

tians whose hearts are touched with it, do hide it and keep
it, as the chiefest jewel in the world. Luther would not
take a world for one leafof the Bible

;
his adversaries would

have been glad if they could have banished it out of the

world. In the primitive church the heathen persecutors did

'' Luke viii. 11. 1 John iii.9. ' 1 Pet.i. 23.
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first seek after the Christian Bibles and other good books,

that they might burn them. And if the ministers would

deliver them all the books, sometimes they would spare

their lives
;
but the poor Christians would be torn in pieces

and suffer any kind of death before they would deliver them

one of those books to be burnt. And if any through fear

had yielded to deliver them, they were ever after looked

upon by the other Christians, as if they were apostates and

deniers of Christ, and were commonly called by the name

of Traditors, and the very posterity of such was in disgrace
after them. In so much that the schism of the Donatists

sprung from an excessive zeal on this occasion ; because a

bishop was but ordained by one that had been a son of a

Traditor of the Bible, they separated from him, and from all

the church that held communion with him, for his sake.

So that you may see what thoughts the servants of Christ

have ever had of the Holy Scriptures, and how contrary to

these are the men of the world.

And we cannot blame them, for they know that it was

by this word that God did first quicken them
; by this he

convinced them of sin and misery ; by this he revealed to

them Christ and glory. In this is contained the covenant of

grace, the charter for salvation, and that title to all the mer-

cies of this life and that which is to come. Here are the

laws of heaven by which they must live, and by which they
must all be judged. Here are those promises which first

revived their distressed souls ;
the first cordials that did

refresh their fainting spirits : the first news of pardon and

glad tidings of salvation that ever they had was from hence.

They know it is a book inspired from heaven by the Spirit
of God, containing the discovery of the will of God

; and
the highest mysteries, which flesh and blood cannot reveal

;

and that they are matters also of everlasting consequence,
to which all the matters in this world are as nothing, and
not worthy the naming or once remembering. And do you
blame a poor Christian for being in love with this blessed

book ? Especially when he knoweth these things not by
bare hear-say only, but by many a sweet experience in his

soul ; many a sweet draught hath he here drank in his ex-

tremity J
and many a feast hath his soul here had, if he be a

Christian of long standing and experience. But, however.
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this was the means of his conversion, and the very instru-

ment of the Spirit for raising him from the dead ;
and as the

Christian is so in love with the book of God, so is he with

the doctrine of it, wherever he finds it. Any other book

that is written to explain and apply this, is savory to him ;

especially the public preaching of this word, which is most

eminently the standing ordinance of God for man's conver-

sion and edification. The same sermons that would have

made him sleep, or made his head ache before his conversion,

do now awaken him, and make his heart ache for his former

folly; and yet he loveth them, though they trouble and

grieve him, for he loveth that kind of trouble and grief

which they beget. Oh how sweet is that word to his soul,

which heretofore he was wont to loathe or quarrel at ! He
could live with David in the temple, even day and night :

other men can scarce be drawn to it, but for customs or by-

respects, but it would be a death to him to be kept away.
If there were a famine in the land of the word of God, he

would wander from sea to sea before he would be without

if". It is as natural, according to this new nature, for a

true convert to seek after the word of God, as for the infant

to make to the breast". As new-born babes, they desire

the sincere milk of the word, that they may live and grow
thereby ; they receive with meekness the engrafted word ;

Tov \6yov Efi(f)VTov
the word which is innaturalized to them,

and connatural with them : for it is it that is able to save

their souls ;
James i. 21. Able to do its own part thereto.

Never did you know that Christian that could live without

this word, any more than a man can live without meat. I

told you the language of Job, David, and Jeremiah before.

O how certainly do the careless neglecters and despisers of

this word discover, that yet they are unconverted souls,

that taste no more sweetness in it than in a chip ; that will

rather make it a matter of derision, when they see people
read and hear so diligently, and talk so much of the word of

God : and do in their hearts almost as one of the Papist re-

bels in Ireland did with his feet, even stamp the Bible in

the dirt, and curse it, and said,
" This is it that hath bred

all this, and set us together by the ears." Little better

thoughts have many secret infidels of it in their hearts. But
«n Amos viii. 12. "1 Pet. i. SJ.
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here the Christian hath grounded his hopes ;
here hath he

built and bottomed his soul
;
and here will he live and die.

This then is another part of the work of conversion, it turn-

eth men's hearts to the word of God, and maketh them

value it as their necessary food.

(4.) The fourth means of salvation which conversion

turneth the heart of a man to, is the Communion of the

Saints. Before conversion, the nature, and sometimes the

very name of a saint is loathsome to them, though God
hath told us, that without holiness none shall see him°.

And that all his people are called and sanctified ; and that

none but they shall be glorified, yet how commonly do we
hear men make a mock at the very name of saints. These

are the saints, say they, these are the holy brethren. When
the blood of Christ is shed to sanctify men, when the Spirit

of grace is sent from heaven to sanctify men, and hath

made it his office, when all that God doth by his word and

ordinances is to sanctify men. When all true Christians

are sanctified men, or saints, and the church itself is a com-

pany of saints
;
and when sanctification is nothing else but

our devotedness to God that made and redeemed us. Yet,

dare these impious wretches open their mouths against

sanctity, coming near to the scorning of God himself, and

to reproaching the word and the will of God ! Yea, and to

some kind of blaspheming the Holy Ghost. It is natural to

a wicked man to hate a saint i'. An enmity is put between

them. And the first two men that were born into the world

did manifest that enmity, for Cain killed his brother Abel,

because his own works were evil, and his brother's righte-

ous 'I. And Christ himself telleth his disciples, that be-

t^ause they are not of the world, but he hath chosen them

out of the world, therefore the world hateth them
;
but if

they were of the world, the world would love his own \

Yea, on this very account, it first hated Christ himself\

And therefore no wonder if the communion of the saints be

abhorred, or not delighted in by the ungodly, even while

they make it an article of their creed. But when once the

soul is truly converted, there is a likeness to God and his

saints put upon them, and a natural love to them implanted
" Heb. xii. 14. »* Oeii. Hi. 15. «» 1 Jolmiii. 12. Hcb. xi.4.

"" John XV. 19. * John xv. 8.
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in their hearts, and thereupon a strong inclination to have

communion with them in the worship of God, and the way
to heaven ;

as many drops of water will gather into one, or

many streams will run into one river, or many small flames,

if you bring them near, will make all into one, and every

thing is inclined as it were to incorporate with its like, so is

it with the truly sanctified soul. The same means will not

serve their turns, if they have it not in communion *. The
multitude of them that believed were of one heart, and of

one soul, and they distributed to one another, as every one
had need, and charity made that common which law had
made proper". They continued stedfast in the apostles'
doctrine and fellowship, and breaking of bread and prayer ;

and they that believed were together, and had all things

common, (that is, by charity, as I said before) and they
continued daily with one accord in the temple, breaking
bread from house to house. Certainly, there is in all the

children of God, such a love to their brethren, that they love

their company, especially in the holy worship of him that

redeemed them. False hearted Christians, that have but

the name, may have the hearts of heathens, and do as they
did, who were unacquainted with Christian love, but so will

not the true. Hence it is, that the Christians in all ages
have so valued the sacrament, which hath been still called

the Communion of the church, or of saints
;
because there

they all join together to feed upon one Christ, and taste of

the supper of the Lord, as the fellow heirs of his glory.
And as many corns made one loaf of bread, so are they, as

the apostle speaks, one bread and one body. For the bread

which they break, it is the communion of the body of

Christ, and the cup which they drink, is the communion of

his blood "", And hence it is, that it hath ever been so heavy
a punishment in the eyes of all Christians to be excommu-

nicate, and shut out of the fellowship of the church,

(though there are also other reasons greater than this). So
that the poor Christians, if they had fallen into any sin

that deserved excommunication, they would have stood

with tears at the church doors, month after month, entreat-

ing the prayers of the church that they might be pardoned,
and be fit to be taken in again ;

and this even when Chris-

* Acts iv. 3^. »• Acts ij. 43. " 1 Cor. x. 16.
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tianity was so persecuted, that it was a matter of danger to

a man's life to be a Christian, so precious then was the

communion of saints. Every Lord's day did they adminis-

ter the Lord's supper, that they might be frequent in that

part of communion. And, therefore, they highly esteemed

the Lord's days, because they were the days of the churches'

holy communion. Do not marvel then, if any true converted

soul have a closing, uniting, combining, disposition; and

if they love to be together in the holy worship and service

of God ; and if they are glad when they can get together in

the public meeting place, or any other convenient place, to

join together, and help each other in the work that is

common to all. I know there may be some upright
souls live among such as hinder them from that com-

munion which they would have ; but their hearts are to-

wards it, and they will have it if they can. I know also,

that the heathens and the Papists, and all enemies of the

church, have still defamed the communion of Christians,

and such as join to seek the Lord. And if any evil fall out

among them, they would lay it all on their meeting and
communion. But yet this malice of the devil could

never break the assembly and communion of the saints.

1 know also, that many heretics are much addicted to secret

combination, and to tie together in their way ; but that is

natural for men to love their like in evil ; so drunkards can

flock together to an alehouse ;
but it is not so natural to de-

light in good ;
other men's communion in evil, doth not dis-

grace, but commend our communion in the fear of God.
Satan hath his legions that can agree in one man ; but they
are not such as the legions that attended upon Christ.

What, must Christ have no school or army, because satan

hath one? Must we dissipate, because the wicked always
associate? There are means sufficient left us to discern the

communion of the church of Christ from all ungodly and

heretical combinations whatsoever. Though there be some

stings in the church of Christ among the bees, yet there is

more honey. The meetings of heretics are like the nests of

wasps, they are all sting and no honey. Saith TertuUian,
•*

Vespae habent favos, et Marcionitae ecclesias :"— **

Wasps
have combs too, and heretics make churches." The combs
of the bees and of the wasps may be very like to look upon,

VOL. VII. F
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but the honey is not like, nor the sting altogether. It is not

to feed on the doctrine of Christ, and live to him, that here-

tics do combine ;
but it is to divide the church, and to shew

their error and pride, and to sting and despise others. So

that their meetings are nothing like the meeting ofthe church

in many regards. I beseech you now beloved hearers, try

how your hearts are affected to the matter in hand. If you
are true converts, your very hearts are among the saints : it

doth you good especially to join with them in public, and

especially in the two duties of praising God, and receiving
the sacraments, which are the most proper to the church.

And also it will do you good to have communion with them
in private, in prayer, in conference, in any holy work. You
are where you would be, when you are thus employed.
You do not do like the hypocritical world, to say,

*'
I be-

lieve the communion of saints," and at the same time either

hate and scorn, or at least neglect and set light by the com-

munion of saints. It is not to every wicked man that the

promise is made,
** Where two or three are met together in

Christ's name, there is he in the midst of them." And it is

not for nothing, that the saints delight in this communion.
For as here is most of God's blessing, and most help from

one another, so when they are nearest to one another, they
are all nearest to Christ. And their closure and communion is

a foretaste of their communion in glory : for their happiness
lieth in their being one with Christ and among themselves ^

:

and Christ died of purpose to
"
gather into one the children

of God, that are scattered throughout the world "=

:" and it is

God's design in the work ofredemption to " gather together in

one all things in Christ '".'' And as he therefore " gives his pro-

phets, apostles, and ministers to the church, for the perfec-
tion of the saints, and edifying the body, till it be all come
in the unity of the faith to a perfect man, that we may grow
up in him, who is the Head in all things from whom the-

body fitly joined together, and compacted by that which

pvery joint supjdieth, according to the effectual working in

the measure of every part, makelh increase of the body, to

the edifying of itself in love**." So also at the day ofjudg-
ment shall the "

angels gather the elect together from the

^ John xvii. 21. ^ John xi. 52.

1

Ephes. i. 10. b
Eph. iv. 11—16.

i
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four winds V' and they shall be one in Christ for ever*.

Great reason therefore have the saints to make out after

more of that, which their perfection doth so much consist

in. Other men may have some delight in the company and

assembly of Christians for bye-respects ;
but to love the

communion of the saints, as such, and delight in them as

the body of Christ employed in his praises, this is the proper

disposition of a saint. And this is another thing that con-

version doth turn their hearts unto.

4. Having spoken of the third part of the Conversion of

the Heart, which consisteth in the right choice of the means
to salvation

;
I proceed to the fourth, which consisteth in

the thorough resolving of the yet wavering and unsettled

soul. I make not this a part in itself different from all that

are beforementioned, but the very life and perfection of

them, especially of the two last. Some kind of willingness
and unsound consent there may be in the half-converted,

and many times it is long after the beginning of this change
before it reach to a sound resolution ;

but it is never a saving
work of special grace indeed, and proper to the saints till

then. Men may have many convictions, and be brought to

engage themselves in covenant to God, and yet for want of

this true resolution, their hearts may not be right with God,
nor they be stedfast in his covenant®. We are suitors for

Christ to a backward and obstinate generation of men ;
we

are long persuading them before they will yield, and when

they seem to yield, they are long in the beginning, delibe-

rating and wavering before they will resolve. Sometimes

God turneth the heart more suddenly at a sermon ;
but or-

dinarily, for aught I can find, men stick long under convic-

tion and half purposes, before they are thus converted.

When they see that all is not well with them, and that they
are not in a safe condition to appear before God at judgment,
in that they have not taken the right course that Christian

wisdom required them to take, they feel then within them

many persuadings of the Spirit of God, and their conscience

reasoning the case with them, and saying,
* This life will

not serve thy turn long, if death find thee in this condition,
thou art an undone man : away then with thy negligence
and idle company and courses, and set thyself to seek after

« Malt. xxiv. SI. '' John xvii. «1. « Psal. Ixxviii. ST.
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Christ before it be too late;' and under these persuasions

the mind is sometimes purposed to do it. But these purpo-
ses are either for the time to come, that hereafter they will

be new men ;
or else they are but half purposes, that reach

not to a resolution : and therefore if at present they make

some kind of change, it is but by the halves; and they usu-

ally turn back again : this is the case of the best men ordi-

narily before conversion.

But when conversion comes, it turns over the mind un-

feignedly to God ;
it brings the soul beyond its former wa-

verings ;
it shews men that there is no other remedy, the

thing is of necessity, and that all is but vanity that can be

said against it
;
and no good reason can be given to take

any wise man off from the work of repentance and a heaven-

ly life, and therefore he is resolved that this shall be his

way. He hath considered and found for certain that there

is no true felicity but in the favour of God
;
and that

his love and promised glory are everlasting, and all things
else are vain and transitory ; and therefore he is resolved

that God should be his portion, and nothing but God
;
hea-

ven shall be the end of his desire and labour, and nothing
but heaven. He hath also considered that there is no par-
don of sin, but by the blood of Christ, and no hope of sal-

vation, but by cleaving to him, and yielding to his renewing

Spirit ;
and therefore he is now resolved that Christ shall

have his heart, and his Spirit shall do its work, and that the

wordof God hereafter shall be his rule. He is now deter-

mined to know nothing but Christ crucified ^ Before he

was like a man that was weighing somewhat in the scales,

and the other end was the heavier, or the scales stood as it

were even : but now the Holy Ghost hath brought in those

arguments, and set them home on the conscience, with that

life that hath turned the scales. Before he was like a man
that had lost his way, and standeth still, considering whe-
ther he shall turn back or not, or whether he shall go this

way or that; but now he is resolved, and he stands no lon-

ger considering, but turns without anymore ado. And this

resolution is not rash or ungrounded, but having considered

what can be said for God and for the world, for sin and for

repentance ;
and considering what he may meet with in the

f 1 Cor. ii. 2.
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way to heaven, he resolveth whatever it cost him, repent he

will, return he will, for saved he must be. Though he meet

with hard dealing from the world, there is no remedy, he will

go through it
; though he may suffer much in the flesh, yet

that shall not take him off; though he knows he must leave

his former pleasure and wicked company, and live that life

that the flesh doth abhor, yet all this shall not take him off.

O what a pleading and reasoning there is commonly between

the flesh and the Spirit, before the heart will be thus resolv-

ed. As it was with Carraciolus, the marquis of Vicum, when

his conscience bid him leave his land, and friends, and all

for Christ, to forsake Popery, and betake himself to these

countries, where he might enjoy the Gospel ;
his house and

lands then came in his eyes ;

* What must I leave all these

for mere conscience, and live I know not how?* His wife

hangs upon him, his children with tears do cry after him,
* O father, leave us not!' And many a sob and sigh it costs

his heart before he could resolve to get away : and as it

was with many of the martyrs when they were to die for

Christ and for his truth
; wife, and children, and friends fol-

low them to the fire, crying out,
' O turn, turn, and do not

undo yourselves and us ;* so that they had almost as much
ado to overcome that temptation, as to bear the flames : so

is it with a sinner in the work of conversion ;
when he looks

to Christ and everlasting glory, and considereth withal that

these cannot be obtained without the loss of earthly, sinful

pleasure ; and when he thinketh of his old merry company
and course, his ease and fleshly pleasure that he must leave;

when he thinks of the strangeness of the way that he must

now turn to, and how unacquainted he is with it, and how

many bitter scorns, and worse, he is like to meet with, and

how much care and pains it must cost him to be saved ; this

keepeth him sometimes at a stand, and breedeth in him many
troublous thoughts, so that he scarce knows which way to

turn him, or what to do. If he repent and turn to God, he

must deny his flesh, and forsake all this world, and for

aught he knows, have scarce any more of that kind of plea-

sure that he lived upon before; and if 'he do not this, he

must forsake God, and all hope of everlasting glory, and

give up himself to eternal misery. This seemeth a very sad

straight to one at the first ; because he yet hath had no ex-
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perience of the joy of the Holy Ghost, and the higher com-

forts of a Christian life, nor of the help which God will af-

ford him in his way : and therefore we cannot marvel if ma-

ny a poor soul do here stick in the birth ;
and if it be long

before they resolve for God
;
and if others turn back and

perish for ever
;
and grace, and only grace will resolve them ;

when Christ opens their eyes effectually and to the purpose,
he lets them see, that between heaven and earth, God and

the world, grace and sin, there is no comparison. They see

then, it is not a matter to doubt of, or to stick at: God must

be pleased, but there is no necessity that the world or the

flesh be pleased. God's favour must be had, but we may
live without the favour of the world ;

death and judgment
must be provided for, but it is needless to provide for the

desires of the flesh : an hundred considerations come in

upon his soul, which make him say. Away with all these

worldly vanities, and welcome Christ and a holy life.

Now he " casteth ofl" that weight that hangeth on him, and

that sin that did so easily beset him, that he may run with

patience the race that is before him, looking to Jesus the

Author and Finisher of his faith, who for the joy that was
set before him, endured the cross, despised the shame, and

is sat down at the right hand of God e." In a word, he is

now thoroughly convinced that one thing is necessary, and

therefore he hath chosen the better part, which shall not be

taken from him ^. O sirs, you are never truly converted

till this resolution of the soul ; whatever good purposes you
may have for the time to come, if you be not presently resolved

presently to return
;

I say, presently without delay, you
are not yet truly converted to Christ, though you may ve-

rily think that the life of faith and holiness is the best life,

and may have some mind to it, and purpose one of these

days to return
; nay, though you may have some present

purposes that are cold and faint, and come not up to the

height of resolution
;
and though you make some trial here-

after, and change some of your company and your courses,

all this is well, but it will not serve the turn without this

resolution. Many a man that is lost for ever, hath had

many a good wish and purpose, and made some essay to

mend his life, and made some half reformation, aid yet, be-

S Heb. xii. 1,2. ^* Luke x. 42.
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ing not resolved for Christ, they have perished. The very

principal part of the work of saving grace in the soul doth

lie in this resolution. O that the wavering, and the loiter-

ing, and the delaying soul would lay this well to heart. O
that they understood this, who are convinced that they

must return and be new men, and yet cannot be brought to

present resolution, but linger in their sins, as being loath to

come away ;
as Lot did in Sodom, till God being merciful to

him, caused the angel to carry him out. Well this is the

next work of converting grace. If ever you be converted,

you will be resolved for Christ.

5. The fifth part of the work of Conversion in the heart,

consisteth in the change that is made upon the Affections.

Though these are not so evident and certain always to try a

man's state by ;
and therefore I would have Christians try

especially by the former, yet it is certain that conversion

changeth these also ;
and because they are many, and 1

have been long in the description of this work already, I will

the more briefly run them over.

(1.) The first of the affections that appeareth in this

change, are, love and hatred. Before conversion, the heart

loveth not spiritual things and ways : there is an opposi-
tion to them, and enmity against them '. It loveth not in-

ward holiness, nor a holy life
;

it loveth not the people that

are holy; nay, it loveth not God himself as he is just and

holy ; yea, it hath an inward loathing of him, and of his

image and way ; though yet it be so deceitful as perhaps
not to know thus much by itself. But on the contrary, it

loveth fleshly pleasure, and earthly profit, aad vain-glory,

and ease, and honour of the world ;
for it only savoureth

these kind of things ''. But conversion turneth a man*s

love and hatred, and maketh him love the holy God, and

those holy people and ways that he could not heartily love

before, and it maketh him loathe those sins, that before he

loved ;
that this is so, in all that are converted, is evident

from many texts of Scripture. "He that loveth father or

mother ', &c."
** His delight is in the law of the Lord, and

in his law doth he meditate day and night '"."
" In his eyes

a vile person is contemned
;
but he honoureth them that

» Rom. viii. 5. T. ^ Rom. ?iii. 7. ' M«ut. x. .?7.

"' Psal.i. '2, 3.
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fear the Lord "."
"
By this we may know that we are pas-

sed from death unto life, because we love the brethren ; he

that loveth not his brother abideth in death °." They hated

the light before, because it was against their deeds, but now

they love it, and come to it p. The very evil actions that

they do, they now hate "i. Yea, they hate even the garments

spotted of the flesh. All that beareth the mark of a fleshly

sensual course '". Sirs, if you be truly converted, this

change will be upon your aflections.

(2.) The second pair of affections that shew themselves

in this change, are, desire and aversion. These are so near

akin to love and hatred, that I need to say the less of

them. The unconverted man's desires are after the fleshly

pleasures which he loveth
;
of these they think they can

never have enough, but cry as the horse-leech, give, give.
When do you hear the covetous man say he hath enough ?

or the ambitious man say, I would be no higher ? or the

sensual man say, my appetite and lust are now satisfied,

I would have no more ? Their very life is a thirsting after

provision for the flesh *

;
and the fulfilling its desires *.

And sometimes God giveth them much of that they do de-

sire for a time, but it is in judgment, and a curse to them

through their sin ". But as for God and Christ, and the

Spirit, and holiness, to these they have no appetite, but na-

turally loathe them, and at the best have but cold and heart-

less wishes after them. Hence it is, that they refuse so

many motions for their own good. Move them to spiritual

things, and there is somewhat within them that is against
the motion, so that they will not hear us, or be persuaded

by us. O how backward is an unconverted soul to spiritual

good ! They will go no further than they are drawn, and

they will not be drawn to give up themselves to it. Hence
it is, that our ministerial labours are so much lost. We
persuade sick men to their meat, that have no appetite to it.

Nay, whose stomachs rise against it and loathe it. It goeth

against their carnal natures, against their former customs,

against their ease, and profit, and pleasure, and therefore it

will not down with them, they cannot away with it ^. We
» Psal. XV. 4. "1 John iii. 14. P John Hi. 19, 20.

q Rom. vii. 15. «• Jude23. » Rom. xiii. 12.

t

Kph. ii. 3. « Psal Ixxviii. 29. " Job. xxi. 14.
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heave a stone that will stir no further than main force doth

move it. O had they but desire after Christ and grace, as

they have after worldly, fleshly vanity, how happy might

they be.

But when converting grace comes, it changeth their de-

sire. God calls to them then effectually by his word and

Spirit.
"
Ho, every one that thirsteth, come and drink of

the water of life freely ''." As if he should say,
* What mean

you to desire that which will do so little good, and to lay

out your labour for that which will not profit you, and fol-

low my direction, and I will give you that which is worthy

your desire.' When God hath once effectually touched the

heart with converting grace, it leaves a secret thirsting after

him in the soul. As when he called Peter and the other

apostles, and said unto them, follow me, they presently left

all and followed him. Then they cry out with David,
" My

soul thirsteth after thee as the thirsty land y."
" The de-

sire of their soul is to his name, and to the remembrance of

him '." Now they see that excellency in God's word, and

ways, and graces, that all things that may be desired, are

not to be compared with it*.
"
They are more to be de-

sired than gold, yea than fine gold ^.'* Before they desired

many things, and nothing would satisfy them
;
now give

them but one thing and they will be satisfied to the full ^.

Before their desires were only after vanity ;
but now, so far

as they are renewed, they are only after good*^. And that

God that gave them these desires, will fulfil them *. He
that caused them to hunger and thirst after righteousness,
will satisfy them ^ And he that turned their minds from

this world, and gave them to desire after a better country «,

will give them that promised land which they desire.

(3.) The next affections, whose change is discovered in

the work of conversion, are their delight and sorrow. This is

the next pair. An unconverted man doth naturally find no

pleasure in God or spiritual things : for a fool hath no de-

light in understanding •". It is fleshly lust and pleasure that

they desire *. And the "
pleasure of sin for a season," for

* Isa. Iv. 1—S. ' Psal cxliii 6. xlii.3. Ixiii. 1. *Isa. xxvi. 8.

» Prov viii. 11. •> Psal. xix. 10. <= Psal. xxvii, 4. Ixxiii. 25.
«» Prov. xi. 23. « Psal. cxiv. 19.

' Matt. v. 6.

t Heb. xi. 16. '• Prov, xviii.2.
' Tit. iii. 3.
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which they part with the highest delight ^.
"
They live in plea-

sures on earth, and fat themselves as for a day of slaughter ^"

They account it pleasure to riot in the daylight of the

gospel, in that day that is given for other kinds of works "".

They not only do evil, but have "
pleasure in them that do

it ""." These " fools hate knowledge, and scorners delight in

scorning °." And if they have any delight in better things

through a common work of grace, it is but a superficial fad-

ing delight P. "A rejoicing in the light for a season*'."

But no sound well-grounded delight. But when convert-

ing grace comes, it giveth a man those new delights which

he knew not of before. Then the things that he before saw

not, nor well believed, the things which he distasted and

loathed, are in his delight. God himself is his delight ^

The doing of his will is their delight ^ His law, his word,

his statutes, are their delight *. On the Lord's day they de-

light in him ^ In the multitude of troubling, perplexing

thoughts, his comforts delight their souls*. Their delight

is in the saints on earth, and those that excel in virtue ^.

It is their meat and drink to draw nigh to God. It doth

them good at the heart, when they can but be enlarged to-

wards him, and have more light and life than before they had.

These are the new delights of a converted soul. He doth

not part with all delight at his conversion ; he doth but

change a brutish and sensual delight, for such as are fit for

a man and a Christian. The wicked think they shall never

have a merry day again, if they should be thus changed ;

but he meets with more truly comfortable days than ever he

did before : Nay, he never knew what true comfort was till

now. I know every poor Christian hath not that measure

of these delights as some have. Some are cloud-ed with

darkness, and infirmities, and live much more sadly than

others do, but yet the delight which they have in these

things, is more than in the things which they before de-

lighted in. It glads them when they can but see a beam of

^ Heb. xi. 25. ' James v. 5. "2 Pet. ii. 13.
n Rom. i. 32. « Prov. i. 2^. p Isa. Iviii. 2,

q John V. 35. •• Psal. xxxvii. 4. * Psal. xl. 8.
* Psal. i. 2. cxix. 24. Ixxix. 16, 35, 47,70.

" Isa. Iriil. 14.
" Psal. xciv. 19. y Psal. xvi. 3.

J
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heavenly light from the face of God. They have so much
as sheweth the change that is made upon their souls.

The like we may say also of the sorrow of the un-

converted. It is not the same that it was before. Before

it went nearer their hearts to lose any pleasure or commo-

dity in the world, or to be wronged, or suffer any disgrace
from men, or to suffer any want in -their estates, or any pain
in their bodies, than it did to lie under the wrath of God,
and live as without him, and his favour in the world. They
were truly such as satan fully reported Job to be

;
had you

but touched them in their estates or bodies, they would
have quickly shewed you what was next their hearts. But
all the misery of their soul was no great trouble to them.

A man would marvel, that knoweth what a miserable state

that of sinful nature is, that so many thousands in the

world can be void of God's image, strangers to the Spirit,
and know no more of Christ but the very name, and yet be

no more troubled at it. That they can bear such a weight
of unpardoned sins as they do every day, and feel it no
more. That they can live under the curse of God's righte-
ous law, and remain in daily danger of damnation, so that if

they should die before conversion, they are lost for ever,

and yet be no more troubled at it. But alas, they are blind,

and see not the case that they are in
; they are dead and

stupid, and therefore feel it not. It is the nature of their

miserable condition to make them so; they are more trou-

bled for a worldly trifle, than for all these things of ever-

lasting consequence. But it is far otherwise with the con-

verted soul ; one doubt of the love of God is more grievous
to them, than to doubt of their worldly happiness ; the rem-

nant of their mortified sins is heavier on their soul, than

the mountains of unmortified sin was to them before
; they

send out more groans and cries to God, because of their

daily failings and infirmities, than they did before for all

their iniquity ;
the utter gracelessness of their hearts was

then not so grievous to them as the weakness of their

graces now. He never before knew what it was to have the

least spiritual communion with God, and yet he bare it

lightly ;
now the miss of it one day and in one duty, is

more grievous to him. What need we prove this to you,
when every gracious soul doth feel it, and the world about
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them may see it, that their sorrows are of another nature

than they were before ? Were they wont to lie in tears for

sin, and mourn for God's absence as now they do ? Before

they were sorrowful, that they might not come to heaven

without such a course as would impoverish them in

the world y; but now they are sorrowful that they can

shake off the world and sin no better, and get ground of

their corruptions no faster than they do. Object, Perhaps

you will say, if conversion bring so much sorrow, is it not

better to be without it? Arisw. No, for it is a willing sor-

row, a necessary healing sorrow, that worketh repentance to

salvation, not to be repented of; and not the sorrow of the

world that caused death "". See there the blessed effects of

it at large "". It is a sorrow mixed with greater joy ; for we
are as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing ^. It is a very short

sorrow that will quickly be forgotten ;
for God hath pro-

mised himself to wipe away all tears from our eyes ^. It is

a sorrow of God's own giving, and therefore it cannot choose

but be good, for God giveth not evil : it is a sorrow prepar-

ing for everlasting joy ;
and he that hath called us to it,

hath foretold us, that we " shall be sorrowful, but our

sorrow shall be turned into joy, which none shall take from

us. We shall weep and lament, and the world shall re-

joice
^
;" but mark the end, who it is that will be sorrowful,

or joyful then. " Mark the upright man, and behold the

just, for the end of that man is peace*." What wise man
will refuse so short a sorrow for so long a joy? Who that

is well in his wits, will choose rather to die of his sore, than

to endure the smart of the lancet to open it ? Nay, there is

an ingenuity in a converted soul, which makes it in a kind

of holy revenge even be willing to taste somewhat of the

smart of his own folly. He sees that it was himself that

caused it, and brought all this upon himself, and the desert

of a thousand times more, and therefore he even chooseth

in some measure to afflict his soul, and doth not thrust

away sorrow from him, as before he was wont to do.

(4.) The next pair of affections that shew their change,
are, hope and despair. Before conversion, the soul of sin-

y Matt. xiv. 22. Luke xviii. 23. ^ 2 Cor. vii. 10. » 2 Cor. vii. 9, 10.
»» 2 Cor. vi. 10. c Rev. vii. 17. xxi. 4- •* Jolin xvi. '<iO.

e Psal. XXX vii. 37.
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ners is either borne up on false, ungrounded hopes, which is

the common case, or else they drop into desperation. The

hopes of an unconverted man, are foolish and contrary to

the word of God, and do but shew the delusion of his soul,

and tend to his destruction: they are like the hopes of a

man that thinketh he is travelling to London, when he is in

the way to York, and yet goes on, and hopes he shall come
to London for all that, as well as they that go the right

way : so do these men commonly hope to come to heaven,
while they go in the way to hell. And though God have

told them, and passed his word on it, that he that goes in

these ways shall not see peace ^: and hath assured the

world, that there is no peace to the wicked ^
: yet still they

will hope to find peace in evil ways : these deceiving hopes
are the common cause of the damnation of the world ; as

the Scripture frequently acquainteth us. But when con-

verting grace comes, O ! what work it maketh on the soul in

this particular ! How it battereth down all the false hopes
of sinners

;
and maketh them see that they are all this while

deceived ! O ! it maketh the poor soul even undone in its

own apprehension, and shews then that all his hopes were

vain that before he trusted in. Then he cries out,
*
I had

hoped to come to heaven without conversion, but now I see

it will not be : I had hoped I was well enough before
;
and

that God would have mercy on me in that condition without

any more ado, but now I see I did but deceive myself. I

had hoped that I had a saving part in Christ, though I loved

the world and followed my sins ; but now I see it is not

so. I had hoped I might have been saved if I had died in

that condition
;
but now I see that I had certainly been

damned.' Now the soul is brought to a kind of despair;
not an absolute despair that God will have no mercy on
him ; no, he never escaped that till now ; but a conditional

despair, that ever he should come to heaven without con-

version
; he despaireth of ever being saved in the old con-

dition that he was in : and then comes in another kind of

hope than ever he knew before : then the Spirit of grace
Joth bring him to hope upon grounds that will not deceive

him : now he hath a hope that quickeneth him, and that

comforteth him : before he had a dull and dead hope to es-

' Isa. lix. 8. K Isa. Ivii. 31. xlviii. 22.
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cape damnation ;
but now he hath a living hope of seeing

the face of God for ever. He hath now that hope toward

God by which we are saved, even the hope of the resurrec-

tion of the dead, and the hope of things not seen •*. Now
he hath a hope which is built on the Scripture, and bred by

experience, and which will not make him ashamed ^
: before,

as he was without God, so was he without hope
^

;
but now

he hath that hope which is an anchor of the soul '

;
a hope

that he can give a reason of ""
;
a hope that purifieth him "

;

even the hope of eternal life, which none have but those that

are heirs by faith, and are brought to it by this regenera-
tion". And for this blessed hope at the glorious appearing
of the great God our Saviour, doth his faith and patience

expect and wait p. So that now he hath some reason for

his hopes, for he hath the promise of the faithful God to

support them. The least hope that a poor troubled soul

hath after conversion in the midst of all his fears and doubts,

is of more value than all the most confident boastings of the

unconverted : for there can be no hope of being saved out

of the way that God hath appointed to salvation : and the

bolder men are^ and the more they hope and boast in a

wrong way, the blinder they shew themselves, and the more
is their misery ;

but the godly are safe in an objective hope,
even when they want much of the subjective. There is

hope, yea, and assurance in itself, when they know it not
;

and they are safe in that which they do not perceive.

(5.) The next pair of affections that manifest their con-

version, are, courage and fear
;
an unconverted man is bold

in sin, but feareth not much the wrath of God, and the

sorest evil that he threateneth in his word. But when he

should encounter with any of the enemies of his salvation,

there he hath no courage. It is a marvel to see the

strange distemper of a graceless soul. These poor wretches

are so valiant in their wickedness, that they dare sin when
the converted dare not; they dare break the Lord's-day,
and dare drink, and revel, and take their pleasure, and neg-
lect their souls, and slight God and all his mercy : they
dare run upon his sorest wrath and upon hell itself. Tell

^ Acts xxiv. 15. xxiii. 6. Rom. viii. 24. • Rom. xv. 4. v. 4, 5.

^
Ephes. ii. 12. ' Heb. vi. 19. »'

1 Pef. iii. 15.

» 1 John iii. 3. » Tit. iii. 5—7. P Tit. ii. 13.
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them of these things, and you cannot much daunt them.

It is their mad valour that they dare damn their own souls :

like a distracted man, that dares leap into water and drown

himself; or a blind man that dares run into a coal-pit, be-

cause he knows not what he doth : such a kind of valour

have unconverted nien, when as in the way of their duty,

they are the most notorious cowards in the world : they
dare not venture upon a little suffering to prevent eternal

sufferings ;
or upon the frowns of men, or the danger of

being undone in their worldly estates, though it be for a

hope of everlasting glory. Nay, they dare not venture upon
a very scorn

;
but when they have some mind to turn and

set upon duty, a wicked man can mock them out of all.

Are not these valiant men indeed, that dare not look the

feeblest enemy of their souls in the face, and yet dare ven-

ture on the flames of hell? This is the common case of the

unconverted.

But when grace hath made this change, then they are

clean contrary affected ; then they are the most fearful men
in the world, of God and his displeasure, and the most

courageous against all the opposition of the world. Alas !

they find then that it is madness, not valour, to be fearless

of the wrath of God : there is no standmg before his indig-

nation, and no dealing with Almightiness, if it be set against
us. Therefore doth the poor soul throw down all weapons
of opposition, and lay himself at th^ feet of God, as Saul,

Acts ix. 3. and say,
"

Lord, what wouldst thou have me to

do ?" Therefore we find converts use to come in trembling
to Christ, Acts xvi. 29. and ix. 6. And Scripture tells us,
" The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom ''." Now he

dare not for his life do that which before he did : he durst

have let fall an oath or a curse in his passion before
;
but

now he dares not : he durst have secretly deceived others,

and have committed secret filthiness
;
because no body saw

him, he was out of fear
;
but now he dares not ; for he fear-

eth him that is greater than all. He durst have neglected

duty, and have been indifferent for all company, and taken
his fleshly pleasures, but now he dare not : for his life he
dare not. O ! thinketh he, what if I should die in the act

of that sin ? What if God should deny me repentance and

1 P»al. c«. 10. Prov. i. 6. ix. 10.
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forgiveness ? Where were I then ? He durst before lie in

a state of death, and now he dares not live quietly, till he

have laboured after assurance of his salvation ;
that he may-

know it shall go well with him when he must be here

no more. Now if he be tempted to know sin, this is

his answer,
'
I dare not do it, because I fear God^' Other

rulers oppressed the people, and so did not he
;
because Tie

feared God. It is the description of the ungodly, that
*' there is no fear of God before his eyes ^" And the des-

cription of a wicked place,
" There is no fear of God in this

place *." And the description of the godly, that "
they

fear God"." By this **^fear of the Lord it is that men de-

part from evil \" This " tendeth to life y." In this "
is

strong consolation''.*' So that it is the work of conversion

to bring the presumptuous, hardened sinner to this fear of

the Lord : none do so much fear God as they.

But then for the threats of men, for worldly troubles or

crosses, or losses, or any such thing that may stand in the

way to heaven, how little do they fear them all ? Here

where the wicked are most cowardly, the converted soul is

most courageous. Alas ! he knows the difference between

the creature and the Creator. And therefore, when he hath

once got God on his side, he seeth he is safe, and the danger
is most over. Then, O what light thoughts hath he of man,
or of all that he can do !

" In God have I put my trust,"

saith David,
**

I will not fear what flesh can do unto me* "q.d.
What is flesh to be compared with God ? Can flesh resist

him, and cross his pleasure, and overcome him? as Psal.

cxviii. 6.
" The Lord is on my side, I will not fear what man

can do unto me ;" and Psal. xlvi. 1—3.
" God is our refuge

and strength, a very present help in trouble ;
therefore will

we not fear though the earth be removed, and though the

mountains be carried into the midst of the sea, though the

waters thereof roar." So xxvi. 3. He knoweth what en-

couragement God hath given him, la. xli. 10. " Fear not, for

I am with thee ;" and vii. 4, 35. xiv. xli. 13, 14. xliv. 2, 8,

li. 7.
" Fear ye not the reproach of man, neither be afraid of

their revilings ;
for the moth shall eat them up like a gar-

«• Nehem. v. 15. » Psal. xxxvi. 1. * Gen. xx. 11.
« Psal. Ixvi. 16. Ecclcs. vHi. 12. xii. 13. * Prov. xvi. 6.

y Prov. xix. 23. » Prov. xiv. 26. * Psal. Ivi. 9.
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ment, and the worm shall eat them like wool. But my righ-

teousness shall be for ever, and my salvation from genera-
tion to generation." These words of God are the instru-

ments of that change that is made on the converted soul,

and therefore will make an impression like themselves.

When God doth change men, he maketh them soldiers un-

der the banner of Christ, and setteth them in fight against

principalities and powers, even against a world of wicked

enemies
;
and therefore he will certainly give them courage.

This courage is an essential part of our change, and without

some measure of it we cannot be Christians. He that will

come to heaven must forsake all, and tread down all, and

despise all in comparison of Christ, that he may not be a

forsaker and a despiser of Christ. Therefore we find the

apostle, in the name of himself and his fellow-soldiers, cou-

rageously triumphing over death, and the grave, and every

enemy, 1 Cor. xv. 55. "O death, where is thy sting? O
grave, where is thy victory ?" And Rom. viii. 18, 31. to the

end :
" The sufferings of this life are not worthy to be com-

pared to the glory that shall be revealed in us
;
what shall

we say then to these things ? If God be for us, who can be

against us? It is God that justifieth, who shall condemn?
What shall separate us from the love of God?" Read these

triumphant words at leisure. Certain, a true believer hath

more valour than to be turned out of the way to heaven, by
any assault that a creature can make upon him.

(6.) The next passion that sheweth the change, is anger.
This is a single passion, and hath no contrary. Before

conversion, men are angry with those that trouble them in

their sins. If you would but teach the ignorant, or per-
suade the obstinate, or cross them in the way of their be-

loved sins, O how angry will they be ! as if you were their

enemy, and did them some deadly hurt. You cannot speak
.to them so tenderly in a reproof, but they will think you do

it to disgrace them, or in ill will to them, or at least that

you make them worse than they are, and they think you
make more ado than needs

;
as Amaziah did by the pro-

phet ''. They would atop his mouth if they could, who
would stop their course of sinning. You shall not see one
of many of them that have so much ingenuity as to take a

^ a Chron. xxv. 16.

VOL. VII. O
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close reproof in good part ! no, not from a minister, whose

calling doth specially bind him to it. Hence is the com-

mon indignation that we meet with from poor blind

wretches, when we do but our duty. Nay, when we do not

half, nor the tenth part of our duty, in persuading them to

a greater care of their salvation, they are offended with us,

as if we did too much. O what a difference is there be-

tween their j udgment, and the
j udgment of God, and our own

conscience ! And what a strait a poor minister, or private

Christian, must needs be in between both ! I confess to

you all here, to my shame, that I remember no one sin in

the world, that my conscience doth so much accuse and

judge me for, as for doing so little for the saving of men's

souls, and dealing no more fervently and earnestly with

them for their conversion, or reformation. And yet every

body is not pleased with that little which I do. I confess

to you, that when I am alone, and think of the case of poor,

ignorant, worldly, earthly, unconverted sinners, that live

not to God, nor set their hearts on the life to come, my
conscience telleth me, that I should go to as many of them
as I can, and tell them plainly and roundly what will be-

come of them, if they do not turn
; and to beseech them

with all the earnestness that I can, to come in to Christ,

and change their course, and make no delay. And though
I have many excuses come in from other business, and from

disability and want of time, yet none of them all do satisfy

my own conscience, when I consider what heaven and hell

are, which will one of them be the end of every man's life
;

my conscience telleth me, that I should follow them with all

possible earnestness night and day, and take no nay of
them till they return to God. But if a man should do thus,
how would it be taken ? Some of them would think of

him as Christ's natural kindred did of him% when they
were about to lay hands on him, and thought that he was
besides himself; some would think him a precise fellow,
that thought nobody should be saved but a few that make
more stir than needs

;
and most would be angry with a

man, as if he did them wrong, when he doth but seek to

save them with fear, pulling them or keeping them out of
the fire of sin^. Christ himself is an offence to the ungodly

«^Markiii.21. 'i Jude 23.
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world '^. And therefore no wonder if we offend them. They
will even bear a secret grudge in their minds at those men
that trouble them in their sins

;
and "

anger resteth in the

bosom of these fools ^" If you should suddenly come in

upon a thief or an adulterer with a light, who thought to

have hidden his sin in the dark, he would be offended at it
;

and so are most wicked men with us.

But when converting grace hath changed the heart, the

case is quite contrary. Then he will thank you for that

which before he was angry at ; he loveth no man so well as

him that hath sought to save his soul. O, those reproofs
and exhortations that God did bless to his conversion will

stick by him for ever. He will bless God that ever he saw

your face, and remember those words that helped to save

him, as long as he liveth
;
he will take it for a greater bene^

fit than if you had given him all your wealth. A special

extraordinary love to those that were made the means of

their conversion will stick for ever in their mmds
; thel

very words that you speak to them will be so remembered,
that they would not for a world but they had heard these

words. O, what a change is here suddenly wrought ! He
that was wont to say,

' Look to yourselves, you shall not

answer for me,' and be angry with them that troubled him
in the way to hell, now loveth their very names, and the re-

membrance of their kindness is pleasant to him. Even like

a poor distracted man, that layeth about him, and abuseth

the physician, and calls them all to naught that would cure

him, as if they came to kill him
;
but when he is come to

himself again, then he will give them hearty thanks. Some-
what like it is in a beast ;

if he have a thorn in his foot he
will strive against you, and not let you pull it out

; and if

you cast him down to force him to it, he lieth as if you were
about to kill him : but when it is out, and he perceiveth the

ease, he will perceive you did not mean him any harm. So
it is with a sinner before his conversion : he is angry with

those that would do him good ;
but when once God hath

turned his heart, he is quite of another mind. Then he saith,
•* Let the righteous smite me, it shall be a kindness

;
and

let him reprove me, it shall be an excellent oil, which shall

not break my head «." And he taketh open
** rebuke better

« 1 Pet. ii. 8. Rom. ix. 35. ' Eccl. vii. 9. KPsal. cxii. 5.
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than secret love ;
and the wounds of a friend to be better

than the kisses of an enemy b." I know, by sad experience,

that too much heart-rising against reproof doth remain in

many that I hope are converted, but that is from their un-

converted part ;
and if it were predominant, it would prove

them unconverted men. For so far as they are gracious,
thus it will be.

Yea, not only so
; but when a man is converted, his an-

ger is turned against himself. He was never so angry with

others for reproving him, as he is now for sinning against

God, and doing so much wrong to his own soul. Certainly
there is in every converted soul a great indignation against
themselves for their sin. They fall out with themselves,

and think ill of themselves, and speak ill of themselves ;

yea, and could find in their hearts to be in part revenged

upon themselves. You may see as much said by Paul,

2 Cor. vii. 11. where, among other effects of godly sorrow,

he nameth indignation and revenge. A true repenting sin-

ner could even find in his heart to execute some punish-
ment upon himself. O, how he calls himself almost all that

is naught ! O, thinks he, what a fool, what a wretch, what a

beast was I, to love the filth of sin better than the favour of

God and the hopes of everlasting glory ! What a madman
was I, to be angry with those that would have kept me
from damnation ! Where was my wit and reason, when I

so long forgot the work that I was born for, and made so

light of the Lord that bought me, and thought so little of the

place that I must live in for ever ? Sirs, I do not speak this

of mine own head. I have heard many, and many a one,

through God's great mercy, after conversion, calling them-

selves worse than all this comes to ; and expressing greater

anger against themselves, than the wicked now express

against those that would convert them. And you read, that

even the saints in Scripture did the like
; and that not by a

secret confession, but left it on record to all generations.
David calls himself an **

ignorant fool," and as *' a beast ^"
He cries out, when his heart smote him by true repentance,
"

I have sinned greatly ;
I have done foolishly *." Paul him-

self saith, that he was " even mad, and exceedingly mad,

« Prov. xxvii. 5, 6. ^ Psal. Ixxiii. 9.2. « 2 Sam. xxiv. 10.
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against" the Christians before his conversion''. And of

himself and the rest, he confesseth, "We ourselves were

sometime foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers

lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and

hating one another ^" So that you see converted men are

very angry with themselves for their sinful lives
; you hear

how they call themselves. If they used such language

against another man, you would think it were railing ; to

call them fools and madmen, and all to naught. But, alas !

they know by sad experience what they say, and yet by glad

experience that it is now better with them. Therefore it is

that they can easier bear the hard words of another, when

they are forced to say as bad by themselves. Therefore is

every converted sinner a man that loatheth himself for his

iniquity "". Yea, they could find in their hearts, as I said,

to be partly revenged on themselves. For though they
must not destroy their own bodies, because they are not

their own but Christ's, nor must any way hurt them, so

far as to make them the less serviceable unto God
; yet, in

any other case, they can find in their heart to punish this

flesh, and to make it smart, that hath led them to so much
evil. Therefore they are the easier brought to fasting, and

denying the flesh its desires, though they put it to trouble

and pain ;
for as this doth tend to master it, and subdue it

for the time to come, so a vindictive penance for the time

past voluntarily undertaken, is but a lawful fruit of repent-

ance, so that it do no whit disable us from the service of

God. Hence it is, that a thorough convert doth more easily
forbear a carnal pleasure, than a hypocrite or half-convert

will do. For when they are pleading the lawfulness of

their pleasure, and saying,
* what harm is it,* and

*

why may
I not do this or that,' he is willing to avoid it, though it

should be but indifferent, as long as there is any great dan-

ger of sin in it. For what careth he if the flesh do smart

for it, if they be the worat ? Seeing it is the flesh that he

is fallen out with, and hath done so much wrong to God and
him. So that you see what a change conversion makes on
a man's anger as well as other passions.

(7.) The last change we shall mention on the affections,

that is made by converting grace, is in regard of a man's
'' Acts xxvi. 11. ' Til. iij. 3. »" Ezek. xxxvi. 31. xx. 43.
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content and discontent. Before conversion, a man is dis-

content if he had not the desires of his flesh. He hath no

rest-in his mind, if he be poor or afflicted, and see not some

hope of coming out of it. But for the love of God, and the hfe

of grace, and the joys of the godly, he can be well enough
content vi^ithout these. If he had but what he would have

in the world, take you the rest, for he thinks he can live

well enough without them. When Cain's sacrifice was not

accepted as his brother's, he was discontented at his bro-

ther, and consequently at God himself. He " was very
wroth, and his countenance fell "." Because his brother

was preferred before him, and was judged righteous when
he was judged unrighteous. But he could be content with-

out true righteousness itself, though he could not be content

without the estimation of it. So can all ungodly men be

content well enough to be ungodly, but not to be called

ungodly ;
the name troubleth them, when the thing is so far

from troubling them, that they will not be persuaded by
any means to leave it. In a word, it is the things of this

world that wicked men do seek content in, though they find

it not. But as for spiritual and heavenly things, they can

be better content in the case that they are now in
; without

them, than with them.

But conversion turneth the heart also in this regard. For
when a man is once truly changed, he can be contented

with any state, if he have but the favour of God, and the

life of his grace, and communion with him
;
and without

this he can be content with nothing. Nothing but Christ

will serve his turn. If God will give him more upon the by,
he will take it and be thankful

;
but without Christ he takes

all things to be as nothing. What if he had lands and

lordships, honour and dignity, what will this do for him
without God in Christ ? And blame him not, for he hath
felt such a disease, that these things could not heal, when
Christ, and Christ alone, could do it. And therefore Christ

he must have whatsoever else he go without. A little of the

world will serve with Christ, but nothing in the world will

serve without him. As a wicked man is troubled and rest-

less, because he hath not that which he would have, when

every thing is not according to his mind. If friends, if es-
» Gen. iv. 5.




