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"THE

PREFACE

TO MY REVEREND AND DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN, THE FAITHFUL

MINISTERS OF CHRIST, IN BRITAIN AND IRELAND, GRACE

ANp PEACE IN JESUS CHRIST BE INCREASED.

REVEREND BRETHREN,

The subject of this treatise so nearly concerneth your-
selves and the churches committed to your care, that it per-
suadeth and emboldeneth me to this Address, notwithstand-

ing the imperfections in the manner of handling it, and the

consciousness of my great unworthiness to be your monitor.

Before I come to my principal errand, I shall give you
that account which 1 suppose I owe you, of the reasons of

the following work, and of the freedom of speech which to

some may be displeasing.
When the Lord had awakened his ministers in this

county, and some neighbouring parts, to a sense of their

duty in the work of catechising, and private instruction of

all in their parishes that would not obstinately refuse their

help, and when they had subscribed an Agreement, contain-

ing their resolutions for the future performance of it, thev

judged it unmeet to enter upon the work without a solemn

humbling of their souls before the Lord, for their lono-

neglect of so great and necessary a duty : and therefore

they agreed to meet together at Worcester, December 4,

1655, and there to join in such humiliation, and in earnest

prayer to God for the pardon of their neglects, and for his

special assistance in the work that they had undertaken, and
for the success of it with the people whom they were engaged
to instruct : at which time, among others, I was desired by
them to preach. In answer to their desires, I prepared the
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following discourse
;
which though it proved longer than

could be delivered in one or two sermons, yet I intended to

have entered upon it at that time, and to have delivered

that which was most pertinent to the occasion, and re-

served the rest to another season. But before the meet-

ing, by the increase of my ordinary pain and weakness, I

was disabled from going thither. To recompense which

unwilling omission, I easily yielded to the requests of divers

of the brethren, forthwith to publish the things which I had

prepared, that they might see that which they could not

hear. If now it be objected, that '
I should not have spoken

so plainly or sharply against the sins of the ministry, or that

I should not have published it to the view of the world
;
or

at least that I should have done it in another tongue, and

not in the ears of the vulgar, especially at such a time when

Quakers and Papists are endeavouring to bring the ministry
into contempt, and the people are too prone to hearken to

their suggestions:' I confess I thought the objection very
considerable ;

but that it prevailed not to alter my resolu-

tions is to be ascribed to the following reasons :
— 1. It was

a purposed solemn humiliation that we were agreed on, and

that this was prepared and intended for. And how should

we be humbled without a plain confession of our sins ?—2.

It was principally our own sins that the confession did con-

cern
;
and who can be offended with us for confessing our

own, and taking the blame and shame to ourselves, which

our consciences told us we ought to do ?— 3. I have ex-

cepted in our confessions those that are not guilty : and

therefore hope that I have injured none.—4. Having neces-

sarily prepared it in the English tongue, I had no spare
time to translate it.—5. Where the sin is open in the sight
of the world, it is in vain to attempt to hide it.—6. And
such attempts will but aggravate it, and increase our shame.
—7. A free confession is a condition of a full remission

;

and when the sin is public, the confession must be public.
If the ministers of England had sinned only in Latin, I

would have made shift to admonish them in Latin, or else

have said nothing to them. But if they will sin in English,

they must hear of it in English. LTnpardoned sin will never

let us rest or prosper, though we be at never so much care

and cost to cover it : our sin will surely find us out, though
we find not it. The work of confession is purposely to
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make known our sin, and freely to take the shame to our-

selves : and if he that confesseth and forsaketh be the man
that shall have mercy, no wonder then if he that covereth it,

prosper not. (Prov. xxviii. 13.) If we be so tender of our-

selves, and so loath to confess, God will be less tender of us,

and will indite our confessions for us. He will either force

our consciences to confession, or his judgments shall pro-
claim our iniquities to the world. Know we not how many
malicious adversaries are day and night at work against us?

Some openly revile us, and some in secret are laying the

designs, and contriving that which others execute, and are

in expectation of a fuller stroke at us, which may subvert

us at once. What is it but our sins that is the strength of

all these enemies ? Is not this evil from the ordering of the

Lord ? Till we are reconciled to him we are never safe : he

will never want a rod to scourge us by. The tongues of

Quakers and Papists, and many other sorts, are all at work

to proclaim our sins, because we will not confess them our-

selves : because we will not speak the truth, they will speak
much more than the truth. Yet if we had man only to

plead our cause with, perhaps we might do much to make
it good; but while God accuseth us, how shall we be justi-

fied
;
and who shall hide our sins, when he will have them

brought to light? And God is our accuser till we accuse

ourselves : but if we would judge ourselves, he would not

judge us.—8. The fire is already kindled which revealeth

our sin: judgment is begun at the house of God. Hath the

ministry suffered nothing in England, Scotland, and Ire-

land ? and have there been no attempts for its overthrow ?

Hath it not been put to the vote of an assembly that some
called a Parliament of England, Whether the whole frame of

the established ministry, and its legal maintenance should

be taken down ? And were we not put to plead our title to

that maintenance, as if we had been falling into the hands
of Turks, that had thirsted for our subversion, as resolved

enemies to the Christian cause? And who knows not how

many of these men are yet alive ;
and how high the same

spirit yet is, and busily contriving the accomplishment of the

same design? Shall we think that they have ceased their

enterprise, because they are working more subtlely in the

dark ? What are the swarms of railers at the ministry sent

abroad the land for, but to delude, exasperate, and disaffect
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the people ;
and turn the hearts of the children from their

fathers, that they may be ready to promote the main de-

sign ? And is it not then our wisest course to see that God
be our friend, and to do that which tendeth most to engage
him in our defence ? I think it is no time now to stand up-
on our credit, so far as to neglect our duty and befriend

our sins, and so provoke the Lord against us. It rather be-

seems us to fall down at the feet of our offended Lord, and

to justify him in his judgments, and freely and penitently to

confess our transgressions, and to resolve upon a speedy
and thorough reformation, before wrath break out upon us,

which will leave us no remedy. It is time to make up all

breaches between us and heaven, when we stand in such

necessity of the Divine protection ! For how can an im-

penitent, unreformed people, expect to be sheltered by holi-

ness itself? It is a stubborn child, that under the rod will

refuse to confess his faults
;
when it is not the least use of

the rod to extort confession. We feel much, we fear more,
and all is for sin

;
and yet are we so hardly drawn to a con-

fession ?—9. The world already knows that we are sinners ;

as none suppose us perfect, so our particular sins are too

apparent to the world : and is it not meet then that they
should see that we are penitent sinners ? It is surely a greater
credit to us to be penitent sinners, than impenitent sinners

;

and one of the two we shall be while we are on earth. Cer-

tainly as repentance is necessary to the recovery of our

peace with God, so it is also to the reparation of our credit

with wise and godly men : it is befriending and excusing
our sin that is our shame indeed, and leadeth towards ever-

lasting shame ; which the shame of penitent confession

would prevent.
—10. Our penitent confession and speedy

reformation are the means that must silence the approach-

ing adversaries. He is imprudently inhuman, that will re-

proach men with their sins that bewail and penitently

charge them upon themselves. Such men have a promise
of pardon from God

;
and shall men take us by the throat

when God forgiveth us ? Who dare condemn us, when God
justifies us? Who shall lay that to our charge, which God
hath declared that he will not charge us with ? When sin is

truly repented of by Gospel-indulgence, it ceaseth to be

ours. What readier way then can we imagine to free us

from the shame of it, than to shame ourselves for it in
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penitent confessions, and to break off from it by speedy re-

formation?—11. The leaders of the flock must be exemplary
to the rest; and therefore in this duty as well as in any
other. It is not our part only to teach them repentance,
but to go before them in the exercise of it ourselves. As
far as we excel them in knowledge and other gifts, so far

should we also excel them in this and other graces.
— 12.

Too many that have set their hand to this sacred work do so

obstinately proceed in self-seeking, negligence, pride, divi-

sion, and other sins, that it is become our necessary duty to

admonish them. If we could see that such would reform

without reproof, we could gladly forbear the publishing of

their faults. But when reproofs themselves do prove so in-

effectual, that they are more offended at the reproof than at

the sin
;
and had rather that we should cease reproving,

than themselves should cease sinning, I think it is time to

sharpen the remedy. For what else should we do? To

give up our brethren as incurable, were cruelty, as long as

there are further means to be used. We must not hate

them, but plainly rebuke them, and not suffer sin upon
them. (Lev. xix. 17.) And to bear with the vices of the

ministers, is to promote the ruin of the church. For what

speedier way is there for the depraving and undoing of the

people, than the depravity of their guides? And how can
we more effectually further a reformation (which we are so

much obliged to do) than by endeavouring the reforming of
the leaders of the church? Surely, brethren, if it be our

duty to endeavour to cast out those ministers that are neg-
ligent, scandalous, and unfit for the work, and if we think
this so necessary to the reformation of the church (as no
doubt it is), it must needs be our duty to endeavour to heal

the sins of others, and to use a much more gentle remedy to

them that are guilty of a less degree of sin. If other men's
sin deserve an ejection, surely ours deserve and require plain

reproof. For my part, I have done as I would be done by ;

and it is for God and the safety of the church, and in tender

love to the brethren, whom I do adventure to reprehend :

not (as others) to make them contemptible and odious, but to

heal the evils that would make them so
; that so no enemy

may find this matter of reproach among us. But espe-

cially because our faithful endeavours are of so great neces-

sity to the welfare of the church, and the saving of men's
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souls, that it will not consist with a love to either (in a pre-

dominant sort) to be negligent ourselves, or silently to con-

nive at, and comply with the negligent. If thousands of

you were in a leaky ship, and those that should pump out

the water and stop the leaks, should be sporting or asleep,

yea, or but favour themselves in their labours, to the hazard-

ing of you all, would you not awake them to their work,

and call out on them to labour as for your lives? and if you
used some sharpness and importunity with the slothful,

would you think that man were well in his wits that would

take it ill of you, and accuse you of pride, self-conceited-

ness, or unmannerliness, to presume to talk so saucily to

your fellow-workmen ? or should tell you, that you wrong
them by diminishing their reputation ? Would you not say,
' The work must be done, or we are all dead men : is the

ship ready to sink, and do you talk of reputation? or had

you rather hazard yourself and us, than hear of your sloth-

fulness ?' This is our case, brethren ! The work of God
must needs be done : souls must not perish while you mind

your worldly business, or observe the tide and times, and

take your ease, or quarrel with your brethren : nor must we
be silent while men are hastened by you to perdition, and

the church to greater danger and confusion, for fear of

seeming too uncivil and unmannerly with you, or displeas-

ing your impatient souls. Would you be but as impatient
with your sins as with reproofs, you should hear no more

from us, but we should be all agreed ! But neither God nor

good men will let you alone in such sins. Yet if you had

betaken yourselves to another calling, and would sin to

yourselves only, and would perish alone, we should not

have so much necessity of molesting you, as now we have:

but if you will enter into the office which is for the neces-

sary preservation of us all, so that by letting you alone in

your sins, we must give up the church to apparent loss

and hazard
;
blame us not if we talk to you more freely

than you would have us do. If your own body be sick, and

you will despise the remedy ;
or if your own house be on

fire, and you will be singing or quarrelling in the streets
;

1

can possibly bear it, and let you alone (which yet in charity
I should not easily do). But if you will undertake to be

the physician of an hospital, or to all the town that is in-

fected with the plague ;
or will undertake to quench all the
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fires that shall be kindled in the town, there is no bearing

with your remissness, how much soever it may displease

you. Take it how you will, you must be told of it; and if

that will not serve, you must get more closely told of it;

and if that will not serve, if you be rejected as well as repre-

hended, you must thank yourselves. I speak all this to none

but the guilty.
—And thus I have given you those reasons,

which forced me, even in plain English, to publish so much

of the sins of the ministry, as in the following treatise I have

done. And I suppose the more penitent and humble any

are, and the more desirous of the truest reformation of the

church, the more easily and fully will they approve such

free confessions and reprehensions.
The second sort of objections against this free confes-

sion of sin, I expect to hear from the several parties whose

sins are here confessed. Most of them can be willing that

others be blamed, so they might be justified themselves. I

can truly say, that what I have here spoken, hath been as

impartially as I could, and not as a party, nor as siding with

any, but as owning the common Christian cause, and as

somewhat sensible of the apparent wrongs that have been

offered to common truth and godliness, and the hindrances

of men's salvation, and of the happiness of the church. But

I find it impossible to avoid the offending of guilty men ;
for

there is no way of avoiding it, but by our silence, or their pa-

tience : and silent we cannot be, because of God's com-

mands
;
and patient they cannot be, because of their guilt

and partiality, and the interest that their sin hath got in

their affections. I still except those humble men that are

willing to know the worst of themselves, and love the light

that their deeds may be made manifest, and long to know

their sins that they may forsake them, and their duty that

they may perform it.

vSome, it is likely, will be offended with me, that I blame

them so much for the neglect of that Discipline, which they
have disputed for so long. But what remedy? If disci-

pline were not of God, or if it were unnecessary to the

church, or if it were enough to dispute for duty, while we

deliberately refuse to perform it
;
then would I have given

these brethren no offence.

Some, it is likely, will be offended that 1 mention, with
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disallowance, the Separatists or Anabaptists ;
as I understand

some are much offended that I so mentioned them in an

epistle before the Quakers' Catechism, as if they opened the

door to the apostacy of these times
;
and they say that by

this it appeareth that while I pretend so much zeal for the

unity of the Church, I intend and endeavour the contrary.
To which I answer: 1. Is it indeed a sign that a man loveth

not the unity of the saints, because he loveth not their dis-

union and division ? Who can escape the censure of such

men, but he that can unite the saints by dividing them? 2.

I never intended, in urging the peace and unity of the saints,

to approve of any thing which I judged to be a sin
;
nor to

tie my own tongue or other men's from seasonable contra-

dicting it. Is there no way to peace but by participating
of men's sin? The thing I desire is this : (1.) That we might
all consider how far we may hold communion together, even

in the same congregations, notwithstanding our different

opinions ;
and to agree not to withdraw where it may possi-

bly be avoided. (2.) But where it cannot, that yet we may
consult how far we may hold communion in distinct congre-

gations : and to avoid that, no further than is of mere neces-

sity. And (3.) and principally, to consult and agree upon
certain rules for the management of our differences, in such

manner as may be least to the disadvantage of the common
Christian truths which are acknowledged by us all. Thus
far would I seek peace, with Arminians, Antinomians, Ana-

baptists, or any that hold the foundation. Yea, and in the

two last, I would not refuse to consult an accommodation

with moderate Papists themselves, if their principles were

not against such consultations and accommodations : and I

should judge it a course which God will better approve of,

than to proceed by carnal contrivances to undermine their

adversaries, or by cruel murders to root them out, which are

their ordinary courses. I remember that godly, orthodox,

peaceable man, bishop Usher, (lately deceased,) tells us in

his sermon at Wansted, for the Unity of the Church, that he

made a motion to the Papist priests in Ireland
; that, because

it was ignorance of the common principles that was likely to

be the undoing of the common people, more than the hold-

ing of the points which we differ in
; therefore both parties

should agree to teach them some Catechism containing those
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common principles of religion which are acknowledged by
us all : But jealousies and carnal counsels would not permit
them to hearken to this motion.

3. And as concerning that epistle before my paper to the

Quakers, I further answer, that by Separatists there I plainly
mean church-dividers

;
even all that make unnecessary divi-

sions in or from the churches of Christ, whom the apostle so

earnestly beseecheth us to mark and avoid, (Rom. xvi. 17,)

and which he calleth them carnal for, and so earnestly con-

tended! against, 1 Cor. i
;

ii
;

iii
;
and in many other places

in his epistles. And if this be a tolerable sin, then the unity
of the church is not a necessary thing ; and then the apos-
tles would never have condemned this sin as they have done.

Do we all so sensibly smart by the effects of these sins, and
is the church of Christ among us brought into such a torn

and endangered condition by them, so that we are in no small

danger of falling all into the hands of the common adver-

saries ? Is so hopeful and chargeable a reformation so far

frustrated by these men, and yet must we not open our

mouths to tell them of it ? May we not tell them of it,

when we are bleeding by their hands ? Is it tolerable in them
to cut and wound, and let out our blood, and is it unpeace-
ableness in us to tell them that we suffer by them, and to

beseech them to repent and to have compassion on the

church of Christ? Must we be patient to be ruined by
them, and have they not the patience to hear of it? What
remedy ? Let them be silent that dare

; for I profess I dare

not. I must tell them that this height of pride hath been
in their ancestors a concomitant of schism. A poor drunk-
ard or swearer will more patiently hear of his sin, than many
that we hope are godly will of theirs, when once they are

tainted with this sin. But godliness was never made to be

the credit of men's sins : nor is sin to be let alone, or well

thought of, when it can but get into a godly man. Shall we
hate them most, whom we are bound to love best? and

shall we shew it by forbearing our plain rebuke, and suffer-

ing their sin upon them ? It must not be : however they
take it in their sick distemper, it must not be. No man that

erreth doth think that he erreth : these men are confident

themselves that they are in the right. But the sober, prudent
servants of Christ, that have escaped their disease, do see

their error; and England feeleth it, and that at the very
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heart: What! must we die by their hand, and our very

heart-blood be let out, and the Gospel delivered up to the

adversaries, before they will believe that they have done us

wrong? or before they will endure to hear us tell them of it?

If the ages to come do not say more against the ways of

these mistaken men, than I have done in that epistle, and

if either mercy or judgment do not bring them one day to

think or speak more sharply of themselves, then I must con-

fess myself quite out in my prognostics.
Another sort that will be offended with me, are some of

the divines of the prelatical way, whom I had no mind to

offend, nor to dishonour : but if necessary duty will do it,

what remedy? If they cannot bear with just admonition,

I must bear with their impatience. But I must tell them,

that I spoke not by hearsay, but from sight and feeling. It

is more tolerable in an Englishman to speak such things,

that hath seen the sad work that was made in England, the

silencing of most godly, able men, the persecution even of

the peaceable, the discountenance of godliness, and the in-

sulting scorn of the profanest in the land, than for a foreigner
that hath known of this but by hearsay. When we remem-

ber what sort of ministers the land abounded with, while the

ablest and most diligent men were cast out, (of which mat-

ters we cannot be ignorant, if there were no records re-

maining of their attested accusations,) we must needs take

leave to tell the world that the souls of men and the welfare

of the church were not so contemptible in our eyes, as that

we should have no sense of these things, or should mani-

fest no dislike of them, nor once invite the guilty to re-

pent. And if you think my language harsh, I will tran-

scribe some words of a far wiser man, and leave it to your
consideration how far they concern the present case, or

justify my free and plain expressions.
Gildas de Excid. Britan. edit. Polid. Virgil, sub fine.

• Quid plura ? Fertur vobis in medium Matthise in confu-

sionem vestram, exemplum, sanctorum quoq ; apostolorum
electione, vel judicio Christi, non propria voluntate sortiti,

ad quod cseci effecti non videtis, quia longe a meritis ejus

distatis, dum in morem et affectum Judse traditoris sponte
corruitis. Apparet ergo eum qui vos sacerdotes sciens ex

corde, dicit non esse eximium Christianum. Sane quod sen-

tio proferam. Posset quidem lenior fieri increpatio, sed
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quid prodest vulnus raanu tantum palpare, unguentove un-

gere quod tumore jam vel fcetore sibi horrescens cauterio, et

publico ignis medicamine eget ? Si tamen ullo modo sanari

possit, segro nequaquam medelam quaerente etob hoc medico

longius recedente. O inimici Dei, et non sacerdoles
;
6 lici-

tatores malorum, et non pontifices ; traditores, et non sanc-

torum apostolorum successores
; impugnatores, et non Christi

ministri. Auscultastis quidem secundse lectionis apostoli
Pauli verborum sonum, sed nullo modo monita virtutemque

servastis, et simulachrorum more, quse non vident, neque

audiunt, eodem die alteri astitistis, licet ille tunc et quotidie
vobis intonafet. Fratres, fidelis sermo est, et omni accep-
tione dignus. Ille dixit, fidelem, et dignum, vos ut infidelem et

indignum sprevistis. Si quis episcopatum cupit, bonum opus

cupit. Episcopatum magnopere avaritiee gratia, non spiritua-
lis profectus obtentu, cupitis, et bonum opus illi condignum

nequaquam habetis. Oportetergo hujusmodi irreprehensibi-
lemesse: Inhocnamque sermonelachrymis magis,quam ver-

bis opus est, ac si dixisset apostolus eum esse omnibus irrepre-

hensibiliorem debere. Uniusuxoris virum. Quiditaapud nos,

quoque contemnitur, quasi non audiretur vel idem dicere. Et

virumuxoris sobrium, prudentem? Quis etiam ex vobis hoc ali-

quando inesse sibi saltern optavit. Hospitalem? Id forte casu

evenerit,popularis aurse potius, quam prsecepti gratia factum.

Non prodest, Domino salvatore ita dicente. Amen dico vo-

bis, receperunt meredem suam. Ornatum, non vinolentum,

non percussorem, sed modestum, non litigiosum, non cupi-
dum? O feralis immutatio, 6 horrenda preeceptorum cceles-

tium conculcatio ; nonne infatigabiliter ad hsec expugnanda,
vel potius obruenda actuum verborumque arma corripitis,

pro quibus conservandis, atque firmandis, si necesse fuisset,

et poena ultro subeunda, et vita ponenda erat? sed videamus

et sequentia. Domum suam (inquit) bene regentem, filios

habentem, subditos in omni castitate. Ergo imperfecta est

patrum castitas, si non item et filiorum accumuletur ? Sed

quid erit, ubi nee pater, nee filius, mali genitoris exemplo

privatus, conspicitur castus ? Si quis autem domui suae

prseesse nescit, quomodo ecclesiae Dei diligentiam adhibe-

bit? Hsec sunt verba quse indubitatis afTectibus approban-
tur. Diaconos similiter pudicos, non bilingues, non vino

multo deditos, non turpe lucrum sectantes, habentes ministe-
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rium ridei, in conscientia pura. Hi autem probentur primum,
et sic ministrent nullum crimen habentes, His nimirum

horrescens diu immorari, unura veridice possum dicere,

Quin hasc omnia in contrarios actus mutantur, ita ut clerici

quod non absque dolore cordis, fateor, impudici, bilingues,

ebrii, turpis lucri cupidi, habentes lidem, et ut verius dicam,

infidelitatem, in conscientia irnpura non probati in bono, sed

in malo praasciti ministrantes, et innumera crimina habentes,

sacro ministerio adsciscantur. Audistis etiam illo die, quo
multo dignius, multoque rectius erat, ut ad carcerem vel

catastam pcenalem quamad sacerdotium traheremini domino

scitante, quern se esse putarunt discipuli, Petrum respon-
disse. Tu es Christus filius Dei, eique dominum pro tali

confessione, dixisse. Beatus es Simon Barjona, quia caro

et sanguis non revelavit tibi, sed pater meus, qui in ccelis

est. Ergo Petrus a Deo Patre doctus recte Christum con-

fitetur. Vos autem moniti a patre vestro diabolo inique,
salvatorem malis actibus denegatis. Vero sacerdoti dicitur:

Tu es Petrus, et super hanc petram, aedificabo ecclesiam

meam. Vos quidem assimilamini viro stulto, qui aedificavit

domum suam, super arenam. Notandum vero est, quod in-

sipientibus in aedificanda domo, arenarum pendulae mobili-

tati Dominus non co-operatur, secundum illud. Fecerunt

sibi reges ;
et non per me. Itidemque quod sequitur eadem

sonat dicendo. Et portae inferi non praevalebunt, ej usque

peccata intelliguntur. De vestra quidem exitiabili factura

pronunciantur. Venerunt flumina, flaverunt venti, et impe-

gerunt in domum illam, et cecidit, et fuit ruina ejus magna.
Petro ej usque successoribus dicit Dominus, et tibi dabo

clavis regni caelorum. Vobis verd
;
non novi vos, discedite

a. me, operarii iniquitatis, ut seperati sinistrae partis hoedi

eatis in ignem aeternum. Itemque omni sancto sacerdoti

piomittitur : Et quaecunque solveris super terram, erunt

soluta et in ccelis
;

et quaecunque ligaveris super terram,

erunt ligata et in ccelis. Sed quomodo vos aliquid solvetis,

ut sit solutum, et in coelis, a. ccelo ob scelera adempti,
et immanium peccatorum funibus compediti ? Ut Solomon

quoque ait, funiculis peccatorum suorum unusquisque con-

stringitur. Qua ratione aliquid in terra ligabitis, quod su-

pra mundum etiam ligetur, propter vosmetipsos, qui ita

ligati iniquitatibus, in hoc mundo tenemini, ut in coelis ne-
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quaquam ascendatis, sed in infausta tartari ergastula non con-

versi in hac vita ad dominum, decidatis. Nee sibi quisquam
sacerdotum de corporis mundi solum conscientia supplaudat,
cum eorum quibus prseest, si propter ejus imperitiam, seu

desidiam, seu adultationem, perierint in die judicii de ejus-

dem manibus veluti interfectoris animse exquirantur. Quia

nee dulcior mors, quam quae infertur ab unoquoque homi-

neque malo, alioquin non dixisset Apostolus velut paternum

legatum suis successoribus derelinquens. Mundus ego sum

ab omnium sanguine, non enim subterfugi, quo minus an-

nuntiarem vobis omne ministerium Dei. Multum namque
usu ac frequentia peccatorum inebriati, et incessanter irru-

entibus vobis scelerum cumulatorum, ac si undis quassati

unum veluti post naufragium, in qua ad vivorum terram eva-

datis, pcenitentise tabulam toto animi nisu exquirite, ut

avertatur furor Domini a vobis, misericorditer dicentis,

Nolo mortem peccatoris, sed ut convertatur et vivat. Ipse

omnipotens Deus totius consolationis et misericordise pau-
cissimos bonos pastores conservet ab omni malo, et muni-

cipes faciat civitatis Hierusalem coelestis, hoc est, sanctorum

omnium congregationis, Pater, et Filius, etSpiritusSanctus,
cui sit honor, et gloria in secula seculorum. Amen.'

If the English translation of this book (for translated it

is long ago) do fall into the hands of the vulgar, they will

see what language the British clergy received from one that

was neither a censorious railer, nor schismatically self-

opinionated.

Perhaps some will say,
' That the matter is not much

amended, when in former times we were almost all of a

mind ;
and now we have so many religions that we know not

well whether we have any at all.'

Answ. 1. Every different opinion is not another religion.

2. This is the common Popish argument against reforma-

tion, as if it were better that men believed nothing
'
fide di-

vina,' than inquire after truth, for fear of misbelief: and as

if they would have all ungodly, that they might be all of a

mind. I am sure that the most of the people in England
wherever I came, did make religion, and the reading of the

Scripture, or speaking of the way to heaven, the matter of their

bitter scorn and reproach. And would you have us all of that

mind again, for fear of differences ? a charitable wish !
—3. If
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others run into the other extreme, will that be any excuse to

you? Christ's church hath always suffered between profane

unbelievers, and heretical dividers, as he suffered himself on

the cross between two thieves. And will the sin of one excuse

the other?—4. And yet I must say (lest I be impiously
blind and ungrateful), that through the great mercy of God,
the matter is so far amended, that many hundred drunken,

swearing, ignorant, negligent, scandalous ministers are cast

out
;
and we have many humble, godly, painful teachers in

a county for a few that we had before. This is so visibly

true, that when the godly are feasted, who formerly were

almost famished, and beaten for going abroad to beg their

bread, you can hardly by all your arguments or rhetoric per-
suade them that the times are no better with them than they
were

; though men of another nation may possibly believe

you in such reports. I bless God for the change that I see

in this county ;
and among the people, even in my own

charge, which is such as will not permit me to believe that

the case is as bad with them as formerly it hath been. I

say, with Minutius Fcelix, p. 401. (mini)
'

Quid ingrati su-

mus? quid nobis invidemus ? Si Veritas divinitatis nostri

temporis setate maturuit. Fruamur nostro bono : Et recti

sententiam temperemus : cohibeatur superstitio : impietas

expietur : religio servetur.' It is the sinful unhappiness of

some men's minds, that they can hardly think well of the

best words or ways of those whom they disaffect
;
and they

usually disaffect those that cross them in their corrupt pro-

ceedings, and plainly tell them of their faults. They are

ready to judge of the reprover's spirit by their own, and to

think that all such sharp reproofs proceed from some disaf-

fection to their persons, or partial opposition to the opi-
nions which they hold

;
and therefore they will seldom re-

gard the reproofs of any but those of their own party, who
will seldom deal plainly with them, because they are of
their party. But plain-dealers are always approved in the

end
;
and the time is at hand when you shall confess, that

those were your truest friends. He that will deal plainly

against your sins in uprightness and honesty, will deal as

plainly for you against the sins of any that would injure

you : for he speaks not against sin, because it is yours, but

because it is sin. It is an observable passage that is re-
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ported by many, and printed by one, how the late king

Charles, who by the bishop's instigation had kept Mr.

Prynne so long in prison, and twice cropt his ears, for writing

against their masks and plays, and the high and hard pro-

ceedings of the prelates, when he read his notable, volumi-

nous speech for an acceptance of the King's concessions,

and an agreement with him thereupon, did, not long before

his death, deliver the book to a friend that stood by him,

saying,
' Take this book ; I give it thee as a legacy ;

and

believe it, this gentleman is the Cato of the age.' The time

will come when plain dealing will have a better construction

than it hath, wjiile prejudice doth turn the heart against it.

I shall stand no longer on the apologetical part : I think

the foregoing objections being answered, there is no great
need of more of this. The title of the book itself is apolo-

getical, which if I tell you not, I may well expect that

some of my old ingenuous interpreters should put another

sense upon it. I pretend not to the sapience of Gildas,

nor to the sanctity of Salvian, as to the degree ;
but by

their names I offer you an excuse for plain dealing. If it

was used in a much greater measure by men s-o wise and

holy as these, why should it in a lower measure be disal-

lowed in another? At least from hence I have this encou-

ragement, that the plain dealing of Gildas and Salvian be-

ing so much approved by us now they are dead, how much
soever they might be despised or hated while they were

living, by them whom they did reprove, at the worst I may
expect some such success in times to come.

But my principal business is yet behind. I must now
take the boldness, brethren, to become your monitor, con-

cerning some of the necessary duties of which I have

spoken in the ensuing discourse. If any of you should

charge me with arrogancy or immodesty, as if hereby I ac-

cused you of negligence, or judged myself sufficient to ad-

monish you ;
I crave your candid interpretation of my

boldness, assuring you that I obey not the counsel of my
flesh herein, but displease myself as much as some of you ;

and had rather have the ease and peace of silence, if it would
stand with duty and the church's good. But it is the mere

necessity of the souls of men, and my desire of their salva-

tion, and the prosperity of the church, which forceth me to

vol. xiv. c
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this arrogancy and immodesty, if so it must be called. For

who that hath a tongue can be silent, when it is for the ho-

nour of God, the welfare of his church, and the everlasting

happiness of so many persons ?

And the Jirst and main matter which I have to pro-

pound to you is, Whether it be not the unquestionable

duty of the generality of ministers, in these three nations,

to set themselves presently to the work of catechising, and

personal instructing all that are to be taught by them, who

will be persuaded to submit thereunto ? I need not here

stand to prove it, having sufficiently done it in the follow-

ing discourse. Can you think that holy wisdom will gain-

say it? Will zeal for God, will delight in his service, or love

to the souls of men gainsay it? (1.) That the people must

be taught the principles of religion, and matters of greatest

necessity to salvation, is past doubt among us. (2.) And
that they must be taught it in the most edifying advanta-

geous way, I hope we are agreed. (3.) And that personal

conference, and examination, and instruction, hath many
excellent advantages for their good, is beyond dispute, and

afterward manifested. (4.) As also that personal instruc-

tion is commended to us by Scripture, and the practices of

the servants of Christ, and approved by the godly of all

ages, so far as I can find, without contradiction. (5.) It is

past all doubt that we should perform this great duty to all

the people, or to as many as we can : for our love and care of

their souls must extend to all. If there be a thousand or

five hundred ignorant people in your parish, it is a poor

discharge of your duty now and then occasionally to speak
to some few of them, and let the rest alone in their igno-
rance, if you are able to afford them help. (6.) And it is as

certain that so great a work as this is, should take up a con-

siderable part of our time. (7.) And as certain is it, that all

duties should be done in order, as far as may be, and therefore

should have their appointed times. And if we are agreed
to practise according to these commonly acknowledged
truths, we need not differ upon any doubtful circumstances.

Object.
' We teach them in public ;

and how then are we
bound to teach them man by man besides V

Answ. You pray for them in public : must you not also

pray for them in private ? Paul taught every man, and ex-

horted every man, and that both publicly, and from house to
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house, night and day with tears. The necessity and bene-

fits afterward mentioned prove it to be your duty. But

what need we add more, when experience speaks so loud ?

I am daily forced to admire how lamentably ignorant many
of our people are, that have seemed diligent hearers of me
these ten or twelve years, while I spoke as plainly as I was

able to speak! Some know not that each person in the

Trinity is God; nor that Christ is God and man
;
nor that

he took his human nature into heaven
;
nor many the like

necessary principles of our faith. Yea, some that come con-

stantly to private meetings are found grossly ignorant ;

whereas in one hour's familiar instruction of them in private,

they seem to understand more, and better entertain it, than

they did in all their lives before.

Object.
' But what obligation lieth on us to tie ourselves

to certain days for the performance of this work V
Answ. This is like the libertine's plea against family

prayer. They ask, where are we bound to pray morning
and evening? Doth not the nature and end of the duty

plainly tell you that an appointed time conduceth to the or-

derly successful performance of it? How can people tell

when to come if the time be not made known ? You will

have a fixed day for a Lecture, because people cannot else

tell when to come without a particular notice for each day :

and it is as necessary here, because this must be a constant

duty, as well as that.

Object.
' But we have many other businesses that some-

times may interrupt the course.'

Answ. Weightier business may put by our preaching,
even on the Lord's-day, but we must not therefore neglect
our constant observance ordinarily of that day : and so it is

here. If you have so much greater business, that you can-

not ordinarily have time to do the ministerial work, you
should not undertake the office : for ministers are men
'

separated to the Gospel of Christ, and must give them-

selves wholly to these things.'

Object.
' All the parish are not the church, nor do I take

the pastoral charge of them, and therefore I am not satisfied

that I am bound to take this pains with them.'

Answ. I will pass by the question, whether all the parish
be to be taken for your church ;

because in some places it is

so, and in others not. But let the negative be supposed :
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Yet, (1.) The common maintenance which most receive, is

for teaching the whole parish ; though you be not obliged
to take them all for a church. (2.) What need we look for

a stronger obligation, than the common bond that lieth on

all Christians, to further the work of men's salvation, and

the good of the church, and the honour of God, to the ut-

most of their power ; together with the common bond that is

on all ministers, to further these ends by ministeral teach-

ing, to the utmost of their power? Is it a work so good,
and apparently conducing to so great benefits to the souls

of men, and yet can you perceive no obligation to the doing
of it?

Object.
' But why may not occasional conference and

instructions serve the turn V
Answ. I partly know what occasional conferences are,

compared to this duty, having tried both. Will it satisfy

you to deal with one person of twenty or forty, or an hun-

dred, and to pass by all the rest? Occasional conferences

fall out seldom, and but with few
;
and (which is worst of

all) are seldom managed so thoroughly as these must be.

When I speak to a man that cometh to me purposely on

that business, he will better give me leave to examine him,
and deal closely with him, than when it falls in on the by :

and most occasional conferences fall out before others,

where plain dealing will not be taken so well. But so much
is said afterward to these and several other objections, that

I shall add no more here.

I do now, in the behalf of Christ, and for the sake of

his church and the immortal souls of men, beseech all the

faithful ministers of Christ, that they will presently and

effectually fall upon this work. Combine for an unanimous

performance of it, that it may more easily procure the submis-

sion of your people. But if there should be found any so

blind or vile as to oppose it, or dissent, God forbid that

other ministers should because of that, forbear their duties.

I am far from presuming to prescribe you rules or forms, or

so much as to move you to tread in our steps, in any
circumstances where a difference is tolerable, or to use the

same catechism or exhortation as we do : only fall presently
and closely to the work. If there should be any of so proud
or malicious a mind, as to withdraw from so great a duty,
because they would not seem to be our followers, or drawn
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to it by us, as they would have approved it, if it had risen

from themselves ;
I advise such, as they love their everlast-

ing peace, to make out to Christ for a cure of such cankered

minds; and let them know that this duty hath its rise nei-

ther from them nor us, but from the Lord
;
and is generally

approved by his church : and for my part, let them, and

spare not, tread me in the dirt, and let me be as vile in their

eyes as they please, so they will but hearken to God and

reason, and fall upon the work, that our hopes of a more

common salvation of men, and of a true reformation of the

church may be revived. I must confess that I find by some

experience that this is the work that must reform indeed
;

that must expel our common prevailing ignorance; that

must bow the stubborn hearts of men
;
that must answer

their vain objections, and take off their prejudice; that

must reconcile their hearts to faithful ministers, and help on

the success of our public preaching ;
and must make true

godliness a commoner thing, through the grace of God,
which worketh by means. I find that we never took the

right course to demolish the kingdom of darkness till now.

I wonder at myself, how I was kept off from so clear and

excellent a duty so long. But I doubt not but other men's

case is as mine was. I was long convinced of it, but my
apprehensions of the difficulties were too great, and my ap-

prehensions of the duty too small ; and so I was hindered

long from the performance. I thought that the people
would but have scorned it, and none but a few that had least

need, would have submitted to it. The thing seemed strange,
and I stayed till the people were better prepared ;

and I

thought my strength would never go through with it, having
so great burdens on me before

;
and thus I was long detained

in delays, which I beseech the Lord of mercy to forgive.

Whereas, upon trial, I find the difficulties almost nothing,
save only through my extraordinary bodily weakness, to that

which I imagined; and I find the benefits and comforts of

the work to be such, as that I profess, I would not wish that

I had forborne it for all the riches in the world (as for my-
self). We spend Monday and Tuesday from morning to al-

most night in the work
;
besides a chapelry, catechised

by another assistant, taking about fifteen or sixteen Fami-
lies in a week, that we may go through the parish, which

hath above eight hundred Families, in a year; and I cannot
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say yet, that one family hath refused to come to me, nor but

few persons excused themselves and shifted it off. And I find

more outward signs of success with most that come, than

of all my public preaching to them. If you say, it is not so

in most places: I answer, 1. I wish that be not much long
of ourselves. 2. If some refuse your help, that will not ex-

cuse you for not affording it to them that would accept it.

If you ask me what course I take for order and expedition ;

I have after told you: In a word, at the delivery of the ca-

techisms, I take a catalogue of the persons of understanding
in the parish ; and the clerk goeth a week before to every

family to tell them when to come, and at what hour; (one

family at eight o'clock, the next at nine, and the next

at ten, &c.) And I am forced by the number to deal with

a whole family at once
;
but admit not any of another to be

present (ordinarily).

Brethren, do I now invite you to this work without

God, without the consent of all antiquity, without the con-

sent of the reformed divines
;
or without the conviction of

your own consciences? See what our late Assembly speak

occasionally, in the Directory, about the Visitation of the

Sick. ' It is the duty of the minister, not only to teach the

people committed to his charge in public, but privately and

particularly to admonish, exhort, reprove and comfort them

upon all seasonable occasions, so far as his time, strength,
and personal safety will permit. He is to admonish them
in time of health to prepare for death

;
and for that pur-

pose, they are often to confer with their minister about the

state of their souls, &c.'—Read this over again, and con-

sider it. Hearken to God if you would have peace with God :

hearken to conscience if you would have peace of con-

science. I am resolved to deal plainly with you, if I dis-

please you. It is an unlikely thing, that there should be a

heart that is sincerely devoted to God in the breast of that

man, that after advertisements and exhortations, will not

resolve on so clear and great a duty as this is. As it is with

our people in hearing the Word, so it is with us in teaching.
An upright heart is an effectual persuader of them to at-

tend on God in the use of his ordinances ; and an upright
heart will as effectually persuade a minister to his duty : as

a good stomach needs no arguments to draw it to a feast,

nor will easily by any arguments be taken off: and as a
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child will love and obey his parents, though he could not

answer a sophister that would persuade him to hate them
;

so I cannot conceive that he that hath one spark of saving

grace, and so hath that love to God, and delight to do his

will, which is in all the sanctified, should possibly be drawn

to contradict or refuse such a work as this
; except under

the power of such a temptation as Peter was when he denied

Christ, or when he dissuaded him from suffering, and heard

an half excommunication,
" Get thee behind me, Satan, thou

art an offence unto me : for thou savourest not the things
that be of God, but those that be of men." (Matt. xvi. 22, 23.)

You have ^ut your hand to the plough of God
; you

are doubly sanctified and devoted to him, as Christians,

and pastors ;
and dare you after this draw back and refuse

his work ? You see the work of reformation at a stand
;

and you are engaged by many obligations to promote it
;

and dare you now neglect those means by which it must be

done ? Will you 6hew your faces in a Christian congrega-
tion, as ministers of the Gospel, and there pray for a re-

formation; and pray for the conversion and salvation of

your hearers, and the prosperity of the church ; and when

you have done, refuse to use means by which it must be

done ? I know that carnal wit will never want words and

show of reason to gainsay that truth and duty which it ab-

hors
;

it is easier now to cavil against duty than perform it;

but stay the end before you pass your final judgment. Can

you possibly make yourselves believe that you should have
a comfortable review of these neglects, or make a comfortable

account of them unto God ? I dare prognosticate, from the

knowledge of the nature of grace, that all the godly minis-

ters in England will make conscience of this duty, and ad-

dress themselves to it ; except those that by some extra-

ordinary accident are disabled, or those that are under such

temptations as aforesaid. I do not hopelessly persuade you
to it

;
but take it for granted it will be done : and if any

lazy, or jealous, or malicious hypocrites, do cavil against it,

or hold off, the rest will not do so ; but they will take the

opportunity, and not resist the warnings of the Lord. And
God will uncase the hypocrites ere lon'g, and make them
know to their sorrow, what it was to play fast and loose with

God. Woe to them, when they must be accountable for

the blood of souls ! The reasons which satisfy them here
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against duty, will then be manifested to be the effects of

their folly, and to have proceeded radically from their cor-

rupted wills and carnal interest. And (unless they be des-

perately blinded and seared to the death) their consciences

will not own those reasons at a dying-hour, which now they

seem to own. They shall feel to their sorrow, that there

is not that comfort to be had for a departing soul, in the

review of such neglected duty, as there is to them that

have wholly devoted themselves to the service of the Lord.

I am sure my arguments for this duty will appear strongest

at the last, whatever they do now. And again I say, I hope
the time is even at hand, when it shall be as great a shame to a

minister to neglect the private instructing and oversight of

the flock, as it hath been, to be a seldom preacher ;
for which

men are now justly sequestered and ejected. And if God
have not so great a quarrel with us, as tendeth to a removal

of the Gospel, or at least to the blasting of its prosperity

and success in the desired reformation, I am confident that

this will shortly be. And if these lazy, worldly hypocrites
were but quickened to their duty by a sequestering com-

mittee ; you should see them stir more zealously than all

arguments fetched from God and Scripture, from the reward

or punishment, or from the necessity and benefits of the

work can persuade them to do. For even now, these

wretched men, while they pretend themselves the servants

of Christ, and are asking, What authority we have for this

work ? And if we could but shew them a command from

the Lord Protector or Council, it would answer all their

scruples, and put the business beyond dispute; as if they had
a design to confirm the accusation of the Papists, that their

ministry only is divine, and ours dependeth on the will of

men. Well ! for those godly, zealous ministers of Christ,

that labour in sincerity, and denying their worldly interest

and ease, do wholly devote themselves to God, I am confi-

dent there needs not much persuasion. There is somewhat
within that will presently carry them to the work : and for

the rest, let them censure this warning as subtlely as they
can, they shall not hinder it from rising up against them in

judgment, unless it be by true repentance and reformation.

And let me speak one word of this to you that are my dear

fellow-labourers in this county, who have engaged your-
selves to be faithful in this work. It is your honour to lead
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in sacred resolutions and agreements : but if any of you
should be unfaithful in the performance, it will be your double

dishonour. Review your subscribed Agreement, and see that

you perform it with diligence and constancy. You have be-

gun a happy work
;
such as will do more to the welfare of

the church than many that the world doth make a greater
stir about. God forbid now, that imprudence or negligence
should frustrate all. For the generality of you, I do not

much fear it
; having so much experience of your fidelity in

the other parts ofyour office. And ifthere should be any found

among you, that will shuffle over the work, and deal unfaith-

fully in this and other parts of your office, I take it for no

just cause of reproach to us, that we accept of your sub-

scription, when you offer to join with us. For Catechising
is a work not proper only to a minister

;
and we cannot for-

bid any to engage themselves to their unquestionable duty :

but in our association for Discipline we must be somewhat
more scrupulous, with whom we join. I earnestly beseech

you all in the name of God, and for the sake of your peo-

ple's souls, that you will not slightly slubber over this work
;

but do it vigorously and with all your might; and make it

your great and serious business : much judgment is required
for the managing of it. Study therefore how to do it before-

hand, as you study for your sermons. I remember how earnest

I was with some of the last parliament, to have had them
settle catechists in our assemblies

;
but truly I am not sorry

that it took no effect, unless for a few of the larger congre-

gations. For I perceive that all the life of the work under

God, doth lie in the prudent, effectual management of

searching men's hearts, and setting home the saving truths :

and the ablest minister is weak enough for this, and few of
inferior place or parts would be found competent. For I

fear nothing more, than that many ministers that preach
well, will be found too unmeet for this work

; especially to

manage it with old, ignorant, dead-hearted sinners: and
indeed if the ministers be not reverenced by the people, they
will rather slight them and contest with them, than humbly
learn and submit ;

how much more would they do so by in-

ferior men ? Seeing then the work is cast upon us, and it is

we that must do it, or else it must be undone
;

let us be up
and doing with all our might, and the Lord will be with us.

I can tell you one thing for your encouragement : It is a
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work that the enemies of the church and ministry do exceed-

ingly vex at, and hate, and fear more than any thing that

yet we have undertaken. I perceive the signs of the Papists

indignation against it. And methinks it hath the most nota-

ble character of a work extraordinarily and unquestionably

good : for they storm at it, and yet they have nothing to say

against it. They cannot blame it, and yet they hate and

fear it, and would fain undermine it, if they knew how. You
know how many false rumours have been spread abroad this

country, to deter the people from it; as that the Lord Protec-

tor and Council were against it : that the Subscribers were

to be ejected : that the Agreement was to be publicly burnt,

&c. And when we have searched after the authors, we can

drive it no higher than the Quakers, the Papists' emissaries;
from whom we may easily know their minds. And yet when
a Papist speaks openly as a Papist, some of them have said

that it is a good work; but that it wants authority, and is

done by those that are not called to it : forsooth, because

we have not the authority of their pope or prelates : and some
that should be more sober have used the same language ;

as

if they would rather have thousands and millions of souls

neglected, than have them so much as catechised and in-

structed without commission from a prelate. Yea, and some
that differ from us about infant baptism, I understand repine
at it; and say that we will hereby insinuate ourselves into

the people, and hinder them from receiving the truth. A sad

case, that any that seem to have the fear of God should have

so true a character of a partial, dividing, and siding mind
;

as to grudge at the propagation of Christianity itself, and

the common truths which we are all agreed in, for fear lest

it should hinder the propagation of their opinions. The
common cause of Christianity, must give place to the cause

of these lower controverted points ;
and they grudge us our

very labour and suffering for the common work, though
there be nothing in it which meddleth with them, or which

they are able with any show of reason to gainsay.
I beseech you, brethren, let all this, and the many motives

that I have after given you, persuade you to greater dili-

gence herein ! When you are speaking to your people, do
it with the greatest prudence and seriousness, and be as

earnest with them as for life or death; and follow it as close

as you do your public exhortations in the pulpit. I profess
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again, it is to me the most comfortable work, except public

preaching (for there I speak to more, though yet with less

advantage to each one), that ever I yet did set my hand to
;

and I doubt not but you will find it so to you, if you

faithfully perform it.

My second request to the reverend ministers in these

nations is, that at last they would, without any more delay,

unanimously set themselves to the practice of those parts of

Christian discipline, which are unquestionably necessary,
and part of their work. It is a sad case that good men
under so much liberty, should settle themselves so long in

the constant neglect of so great a duty. The common cry

is, Our people are not readyfor it; they will not bear it. But
is not the meaning, that you will not bear the trouble and

hatred which it will occasion? If indeed you proclaim our

churches incapable of the order and government of Christ
;

what do you but give up the cause to them that withdraw

from them, and encourage men to look out for better socie-

ties where that discipline may be had ? For though preach-

ing and sacraments may be omitted in some cases, till a

fitter season, and accordingly so may discipline be; yet is

it a hard case to settle in a constant neglect, for so many
years together as we have done, unless there were a flat im-

possibility of the work : and if it were so, because of our in-

capable materials, it would plainly call us to alter our con-

stitution, that the matter may be capable. I have spoke

plainly afterward to you of this, which I hope you will bear,

and conscientiously consider of. I now only beseech you that

would make a comfortable account to the chief Shepherd,
and would not be found unfaithful in the house of God, that

you do not wilfully or negligently delay it, as if it were a

needless thing ;
nor shrink from the duty because of trouble

to the flesh that doth attend it : for as that is too sad a sign
of hypocrisy, so the costliest duties are usually the most

comfortable ;
and be sure that Christ will bear the cost. I

could here produce a heap of testimonies, of fathers and

reformed divines, that inculcate this duty with great importu-

nity. I shall only now give you the words of two of the

most godly, laborious, judicious divines, that ever the church

of Christ had since the days of the Apostles.
Calvin. Institut. lib. 4. cap.xii. sec. 1, 2.

" Sed quia non-

nulli in odium discipline ab ipso quoque, nomine abhorrent,
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hi sic habeant : Si nulla societas, im6 nulla domus quse vel

modicam familiam habeat, contineri in recto statu sine dis-

ciplina potest: Earn esse multo magis necessariam in Eccle-

sia, cujus statum quam ordinatissimum esse decet. Proinde

quemadmodum salvifica Christi doctrina anima est Ecclesise,

ita illic disciplina pro nervis est : qua fit ut membra corporis,
suo quodque loco inter se cohsereant. Quamobrem quicun-

que vel sublatam disciplinam cupiunt, vel ejus impediunt

restitutionem, sive hoc faciant data opera, sive per incogi-

tantiam, Ecclesire certe extremam dissipationem quaerunt.

Quid enim futurum est, si unicuique liceat quod libuerit ?

Atqui id fieret nisi ad doctrinae praedicationem accederent

privatae monitiones, correctiones, et alia ejusrnodi admini-

cula quse doctrinam sustinent et otiosam esse non sinunt.

Disciplina igitur veluti fraenum est, quo retineantur et do-

mentur qui adversus Christi doctrinam ferociunt : vel tan-

quam stimulus quo excitentur parum voluntarii : interdum

etiam velut paterna ferula, qua clementer et pro Spiritus

Christi mansuetudine castigentur, qui gravius lapsi sunt.

Quum ergo jam imminere cernamus initia quaedam horrendae

inEcclesiavastitatis,ex eoquod nulla est cura.nec ratio con-

tinedi populi, ipsa necessitas clamat remedio opus esse.

Porro hoc unicum remedium est quod et Christus praecipit,

et semper usitatum inter pios fuit. 2. Primum disciplinae

fundamentum est, ut privatse monitiones locum habeant :

hoc est, siquis officium sponte non faciai aut insolenter se ge-

rat, aut minus honeste vivat, aut aliquidadmiseritreprehen-
sione dignum, ut patiatur se moneri : atque ut quisque fratrem

suum, dum res postulabit, monere studeat. Praesertim vero in

hoc advigilent Pastores ac Presbyteri, quorum partes sunt

non mode- concionari ad populum, sed per singulas domos mo-

nere et exhortari, sicubi universali doctrina non satis profe-

cerint : quemadmodum docet Paulus, quum refert se docu-

isse privatim et perdomos : et se mundum a. sanguine omnium

attestatur, quia non cessaverit cum lachrymis nocte et die

monere unumquemque." See the rest. And sec. 4, he adds

of the necessity ;

" Sine hoc disciplinae vinculo qui diu stare

posse Ecclesias confidunt, opinione fallantur : nisi forte ca-

rere impune possimus eo adrainiculo, quod Dominus fore

nobis necessarium providit." Et sec. 5,
"
Atque Mc quoque,

habenda est Coenae Dominican ratio, ne promiscua exhibitione

profanetur. Verissimum est enim eum, cui commissa estdis-
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pensatio, si sciens ac volens indignum admiserit quern repel-

lere jure poterat, proinde reum esse sacrilegii acsi corpus

Domini canibusprostituerit."
Hier. Zanchius de Ecclesia, vol. 3. fo. 123, 124. '(Dis-

ciplina) est actio qua Ecclesia, secundum facultatem sibi a

Christo traditam fideles suos non solum publice, sed etiam

privatim, tarn in vero Dei cultu quam in bonis moribus, idque
turn doctrina, turn correctionibus, turn Ecclesiasticis pcenis

et censuris, turn etiam si opus sit excommunicationibus in-

stituit et institutos retinet.' Fol. 124. ' Primo habet priva-

tam doctrinam. Habet enim Ecclesia potestatem, si publica
doctrina in p'ublico Templo non sufficiat, privatas fidelium

domos ingrediendi ; atque ibi eos privatim docendi, ac in

vera doctrina ac religione Christiana instituendi : et fideles

pati debent ut pastor suas sedes ingrediatur, et eos privatim

instituat. Hujus exemplum est, in Acts xx. &c. Idem fece-

runt reliqui Apostoli. 2. Habet privatas admonitiones, cor-

rectiones, objurgationes, &c.' This is for private teaching :

Now for the Sacrament, hear what he saith, ibid. fol. 79.

Obj.
- Manebimus in Ecclesia, audiemus verbum, &c.sed qui

possumus inCcena communionem vobiscum habere, cum ad

earn admittantur multi impuri, ebrii, avari, &c. Resp. 1.

Quantum ad hos peccatores, eos intelligi posse bifariam ;

vel qui ante fuerunt ebrii, &c. Sed postea resipuerunt. Hos
dicimus secundum verbum Domini non esse excludendos a

mensa Domini, quandoquidem vera penitentia et fide prsediti

sunt: vel eos qui etiamnum ebrietati student, aliisque vitiis,

et talis sine pcenitentia et fide accedunt : hos dicimus sim-

pliciter non esse admittendos. Quod autem admittantur

plerumque hoc contingere potest bifariam : vel ex ignoran-
tia Ministrorum, eo quod non agnoverint tales esse, quales
sunt : Et hanc certe ignorantiam, non probamus, quoniam
debet minister agnoscere, qualesnam sintilli quibus ccenam

Domini administrat : quod si ignorat, non potest non accu-

sari supinse et reprehendse negligentise, &c. Aut cum sint

omnibus noti qualesnam sint, non student tamen eos arcere

prae timore, vel aliquo alio humano respectu. Hoc damna-
mus in Ministro vitium timiditatis. Debet enim minister

Christi esse cordatissimus et heroicus. Sed hie non est

spectandum quid unus aut alter vilis minister agat (mark the

title) sed quae sit Ecclesiee institutio, quseque communis in
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omnibus Ecclesiis consuetude* : in omnibus autem Ecclesiis

nostris antequam Ccena ministretur, omnibus hujusmodi, in-

terdicitur, &c. Et certo magnum est probrum, quod inter

filios Dei locum habeant et porci et canes: Multo ver6 ma-

gis, si illis prostituuntur Sacro-sancta ccenae Dominicee sym-
bola, &c. Quare ecclesiae Christi non debent hujusmodi
sceleratos in sinu suo ferre, nee ad Sacrum coenam dignos
simul et indignos prbmiscu£ admittere : id quod plerumque
sit in Ecclesiis nostris :" (How many were then the '

viles

ministri!')

But the principal is behind, of the Necessity of Disci-

pline : and I desire both Magistrates and Ministers, into

whose hands these lines shall fall, to read and consider it.

Ibid. fol. 134, 135. " Videant igitur Principes et Magis-
tratus qui hanc disciplinam in Ecclesiam restitutam, nolunt,

quid agant. Haec instituta est a Christo, ut perpetuo in Ec-

clesia tanquam singularis thesaurus conservetur : ergo qui
earn exulare volunt, sciant se velle Christum exulare. Haec

pars est evangelii Jesu Christi. Ergo qui hanc restitutam

nolunt, sciant se nolle evangelium Christi, sicut debet,

restitutum. Quomodo igitur gloriamur restitutum esse

Evangelium in Ecclesiis nostris, si hanc eamque non postre-
mam partem Evangelii restitutam nolumus ? Hac vitia cor-

riguntur ; virtutespromoventur : Ergo qui hanc disciplinam
restitutam nolunt, quomodo audent dicere se vitia odisse,

virtutum vero amantes esse, pietatis promotores, impietatis

osores. Hac conversatur et regitur Ecclesia, singulaeque
Ecclesiae membra sua quaeque loco cohserent : ergd quomodo
qui hanc expulsam, volunt, dicunt se velle Christi Ecclesiam,

bene rectam siquando sine hac bene regi non potest. Si

nulla domus, nullum opidum; nulla urbs, nulla respublica,
nullum regnum,imo ne exiguus quidem ludus literarius, sine

disciplina regi potest, quomodo poterit Ecclesia?" I would

magistrates would read the rest, which is purposely to them.

Et fol. 135. " At timetur seditio et tumultus. Resp. ergo

neque Evangelium est praedicandum, &c. Quid : Annon vi-

dent principes et magistratus nostri quantum malum in Ec-

clesia oriatur, et intus et foris ex neglectu contemptuve hu-

jus discipline? Foris nulla res est, quae magis Papistas et

alios, arceat,velsaltemretrudetamplectendoEvangelio,atque
haec disciplinse Ecclesiasticae destitutio, quae est in Ecclesii-s
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nostris. Intus, nihil quod magis alat vitia, haeresis, &c.

Annon vident Ecclesias suas principes plenas sectis haereti-

corum, et impurorum hominum? Ad has confluit omne ge-

nus hominum fanaticorum, impurorum, &,c. tanquam ad

asylum. Quare ? Quia ibi nulla disciplina,
" Sciant ergo Principes, et quicunque i Hi sint qui discipli-

nam Ecclesiasticam in Ecclesiis restitutam nolunt, sed ei ad-

versantur, eamque proscribunt, se Christo adversari : Qui
Ministros impediunt ne earn excerceant, se Christum et Deum

impedire, ne sua fungantur potestate. Quid enim agunt
Ministri cum excommunicant? Pronunciant sententiam Do-
mini. Ait enim Christus : Quicquid ligaveritis in terris, &,c.

Quid igitur agunt qui impediunt Ecclesiam ne sententiam

Domini pronunciet? Peccant contra Christum, et rei sunt

laesae Divinse Majestatis. Annon reus esset laesae majestatis

Coesareae, siquis ejus judicem ne sententiam Caesaris pronun-
ciet impediat? Videant igitur quid agant. Hactenus Chris-

tus rexit Ecclesiam suam hac disciplina ;
et ipsi Principes,

imo et ministri aliquot, nolunt earn sic regi? Viderint ipsi.

Pronuncio, proclamo, protestor, eos peccare, qui cum pos-
sint et debeant earn restituere, non restituunt."

I hope both magistrates and ministers that are guilty,

will give me leave to say the like with Zanchy, if not to call

them traitors against the majesty of God, that hinder disci-

pline, and adversaries to Christ, yet at least to pronounce,

proclaim, protest, that they sin against God, who set it not

up when they may and ought. But what if the magistrate will

not help us ? Nay, what if he were against it? So he was for

about three hundred years, when discipline was exercised in

the primitive church : To thisZanchy adds, ib.
u Ministri Eccle-

siae quantum per consensum et pacem Ecclesiae licet hanc dis-

ciplinam excercere debetis. Hanc enim potestatem vobis dedit

Dominus, neque quispiam auferre earn potest : nee contenti

esse debetis ut doceatis quid agendum, quid fugiendum sit,

utut quisque pro sua libidine vivat nihil curantes, sed urgenda

disciplina. vid. August, de fide et operib. c. 4. Obj. At impe-

dimurper Magistratum.Resp.Tunc illi significate quam male

agat, &c." Read the rest of the solid advice that Calvin and

Zanchy in the forecited places, do give both to ministers

and people, where discipline is wanting.
The great objection that seemeth to hinder some from

this work is, because we are not agreed yet, who it is that
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must do it ? Whether only a prelate, or whether a presbytery,
or a single pastor, or the people ?

Answ. Let so much be exercised as is out of doubt.

1. It is granted that^a single pastor may expound and apply
the word of God : he may rebuke a notorious sinner by
name. He may make known to the church that God hath

commanded them, with such a one, no not to eat ! And re-

quire them to obey this command, &c. I shall say no more

of this now, than to cite the words of two learned, godly,
moderate divines, impartial in this cause. The one is Mr.

Lyford a maintainer of Episcopacy, in his Legacy of Admis-

sion to the Lord's-supper; who, page 55, saith,
"

Quest. I. In which ofthe ministers is this power placed?"
" Anstv. Every minister hath the power of all Christ's ordi-

nances to dispense the same in that congregation or flock,

over which the Holy Ghost hath made him overseer; yet with

this difference : he may preach the word, baptize, and ad-

minister the holy supper alone of himself without the assist-

ance or consent of the people: But not excommunicate

alone (he means not without the people, though of that more

must be said); because excommunication doth presuppose
an offence to the congregation, a conviction and proof of

that offence, and witnesses of the party's obstinacy : and

therefore hereunto is required the action of more than one,

&c. Excommunication compriseth several acts : admoni-

tion, private, public: The last act is, the casting out of a

wicked, obstinate person from the society of the faithful. (1.)

By the authority of Christ. (2.) Dispensed and executed by
the ministers of the Gospel. (3.) With the assistance and

consent of the congregation, &c. 2. If you ask by whose
office and ministry this sentence is denounced ? I answer, by
the ministers of the Gospel ;

we bind and loose doctrinally,
in our preaching peace to the godly, and curses to the wicked :

but in excommunication, we denounce the wrath of God

against this or that particular person (thou art the man !

thou hast no part with us) : and that not only declaratively,
but judicially. It is like the sentence of a judge on the

bench, &c. 3. If you ask whether this be done by the

minister alone? I answer no
;

it must be done by the as-

sistance and consent of the congregation. (1 Cor. v. 4.)

Excommunication must not be done in a corner, by the

Chancellor and his Register, &c. But whosoever doth, by
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his offences, lose his right to the holy things of God, he must

lose it in the face of the congregation ;
and that after proofs

and allegations, as is aforesaid : the people hear and see the

offence, complain of it, and are grieved at his society with

them, and judge him worthy to be cast out. This concur-

rence and consent being supposed, every minister is
'

Epis-

copus gregis,' a bishop in his own parish, (N. B.)
" To all

the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made you 'Etthjko-

wsg, overseers." (x4cts xx. 28.) And " Remember them which

have the rule over you, who have spoken to you the word of

God."(Heb.xiii. 17.)Wherenote,(l.)Thatthey who preach the

word of God, must rule and govern the church ;
and every

preacher is a ruler, unto whom the people must submit,

(ver. 17.) Besides, every minister is vested with this autho-

rity at his ordination :

' Whose sins thou dost forgive, they
are forgiven : Whose sins thou dost retain, &c.' (2.) Every
minister is vested with this authority by the laws of this

land. The words of the rubric for the Administration of the

Lord's supper, which do enable us thereto, are these:
' If

any of those which intend to be partakers of the holy Com-

munion, be an open, notrious, evil liver, so that the congre-

gation by him is offended, or have done wrong to his neigh-
bours by word or deed, the curate having knowledge thereof,

shall call him, and advertise him in anywise not to come to

the Lord's table, until he have openly declared himself to be

truly repented and amended of his former naughty life
;
that

the congregation may thereby be satisfied, which afore was

offended ; and that he have recompensed the parties whom
he hath done wrong to

;
or at least, declare himself to be in

full purpose so to do as soon as he conveniently may.'
Besides this, our authority in this particular, is confirmed

by an ordinance of the Lords and Commons in Parliament,

&c." So far Mr. Lyford's words.

The other is Mr. Thomas Ball, of Northampton, in his

late book for the Ministry ; where, (part iii. cap. 4,) he bring-
eth many arguments to prove it the minister's duty to exer-

cise discipline as well as to preach ;
and the seventh argu-

ment is this
;

" What was given by the bishops unto such

ministers as they ordained, and laid their hands upon, should

not be grudged or denied them by any body : for they were

never accounted lavish or over liberal to them, especially in

VOL, XIV. d
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point of jurisdiction, that was always a very tender point,

and had a guard and sentry always on it. For conceiving

themselves the sole possessors of it, they were not willing

to admit partners. Whatever they indulged in other points,

as Pharaoh to Joseph,
'

Only in the throne I will be greater

than thou ;' yet bishops granted to all that they ordained

presbyters, the use and exercise of discipline as wrell as doc-

trine; as appears in the book of Ordering Bishops, Priests,

and Deacons, whereof the interrogatories propounded to the

party to be ordained is,
' Will you then give your faithful

diligence always so to minister the doctrine and sacraments,

and the discipline of Christ, as the Lord hath commanded,
and as this realm hath received the same according to the

commandments of God, so that you may teach the people
committed to your care and charge, with all diligence to keep
and observe the same :' Which a reverend and learned bro-

ther not observing, would confine all jurisdiction to diocesan

bishops, &c. Arg. 8. What is granted and allowed to minis-

ters, by the laws and customs of this nation, cannot reason-

ably be denied : for the laws of England have never favoured

usurpation in the Clergy, &c. But the laws and customs of

this nation allow to the ministers of England the use and

exercise of discipline as well as doctrine ; for such of them
as have parsonages or rectories, are in all processes and pro-

ceedings called Rectors, 8cc."

2. And as to the points of the people's interest, the mo-
derate seem to differ but in words. Some say the people are

to govern by vote : I confess if this were understood as it is

spoken, according to the proper sense of the words, and

practised accordingly, it were contrary to the express com-
mand of Scripture, which command the elders to rule well,

and the people to obey them as their rulers, in the Lord :

and it seems to me to be destructive to the being of a poli-
tical church, whose constitutive parts are the ruling and the

ruled parts ;
as every school consisteth of master and scho-

lars, and every commonwealth of the '

pars imperans, et

pars subdita :' and therefore those that rigidly stick to this,

do cast out themselves from all particular political churches'

communion of Christ's institution. (Which because I have

formerly said, or somewhat to that purpose, a late nameless
writer makes me cruel to his party, while I seem for them,.
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and so self-contradicting : as if it were cruelty to tell a brother

of his sin, and not to leave it on him ; or, as if I understood

not myself, because he understands me not!) But I perceive
the moderate mean not any such things as these words, in

their proper sense, import. They only would have the church

ruled as a free people, (as from unjust impositions.) and in

a due subordination to Christ. And we are all agreed that

the pastors have the 'judicium directionis,' the teaching, di-

recting power, by office; and that the people have 'judicium
discretions ;' and must try his directions, and not obey them
when they lead jto sin

;
and therefore we cannot expect that

the people should execute any of our directions, except their

judgment lead them to execute them. (Though if their judg-
ment be wrong, God requireth them to rectify it.) And as for

thejudicial decisive power, about which there is so great con-

tending, in the strictest sense, it is the prerogative of Christ,

and belongeth to neither ofthem: for only Christ is the proper

lawgiver and judge of the church, whose law and judgment is

absolute, ofitself determinative, and not subjected too ur trial

ofits equity or obligation. So thatwe must as much conclude,
that there is no final judge of controversies in a particular

church, as we do against the Papists ;
that there is none in

the Church in general. And therefore the church's judicial
decisive power is but improperly such, reducible to the for-

mer
;
which seeing we are agreed in, we are as far in sense

agreed in this. A pastor is judge, as a physician in an hos-

pital, or as Plato, or Zeno was in his school, or any tutor

in a college of voluntary students. For any more, it belong-
eth to Christ, and to the magistrate. Why then do we stand

quarrelling about the name? One saith, the people have a

power of liberty, and the ministers only the power of authority.
And what is this more than we yield them ? viz. That the

guiding authority being only in the guides, and the people
commanded to obey them in a due subordination to Christ,

there is a liberty belonging to all the saints
;
from any other

kind of ministerial rule, that is, from a 'sic volo, sic jubeo,'
a rule without divine authority : and therefore the people
must first try and judge, whether the direction be according
to God, and so obey : and this in church-censures as well

as in other cases. So that, (1.) As the people oughtnot to dis-

sent or disobey their guides, unless they lead them to sin :

(and therefore must see a danger of sin before they suspend



XXXVI PREFACE.

obedience :) So, (2.) The guides cannot bring the people to

execute their censures or directions, but by procuring their

consent. And therefore though he must do his duty, and

may pass his directive censure though they dissent, and

ministerially require them in the name of the Lord, e.g. to

avoid a notorious, obstinate offender, and so to obey the

command of God
;
that is, though we may charge them in

the name of the Lord to consent and obey, and do their duty ;

yet, if their judgments remain unconvinced in a case which

is to them obscure, we have no more to do, but satisfy our-

selves that we have done our duty. So that when we have

quarrelled never so long, what is it but the people's consent

that the moderate men on one side require? and consent the

other side requireth also. Call it what else you will, whether

a Government, or an Authority, or a Liberty; Consent is the

thing which both require ! And are we not then in the mat-

ter agreed ? Peruse for this Mr. Lvford's words before-cited.

See also what the leading men for Presbyterian government
do not only acknowledge, but maintain as effectually as

others: As Dav. Blondellus de Jure plebis inRegim Eccles.

Calvin. Institut. lib. 4. cap. xii. sec. 4.
" Ne quis tale judi-

cium spernat, aut parvi eestimet se fidelium suffragiis dam-

natum, testatus est Dominus, &c." Ita Zanchius ubi sup.
and many more. Indeed this consent of the people is not
'
sine qua non' to the pastor's performance of his own part;

viz.
'

Charging the church in Christ's name to avoid the

communion of such a notorious, obstinate offender, and

suspending his own acts towards him
;
and so charging them

to receive the innocent or penitent.' (For, if the people
consent not to avoid such, and so would exclude all disci-

pline, yet the pastor must charge it unto them, and do his

part.) But it is
* sine qua non' to their actual rejecting and

avoiding that offender. In a word, we must teach them their

duty, and require it; and they and we must obey and do it:

and neither they nor we may oblige any to sin.

Object.
' But we are not agreed about the matter of the

church that must be governed.'
Ansiv. Peruse the qualifications required in church-

members in the writings of the moderate on both sides, and
see what difference you can find ! Are not both agreed, that

professors of true faith and holiness, cohabiting and con-

senting, are a true church ? And when they contradict that
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profession by wicked actions, (doctrine or life,) they are to

be dealt with by discipline. Though I confess in our prac-

tice we very much differ
; most that I know running into one

of the extremes of looseness or rigour.

My third and last request is, that all the faithful mi-

nisters of Christ would, without any more delay, unite and

associate for the furtherance of each other in the work of

the Lord, and the maintaining of unity and concord in his

churches. And that they would not neglect their brotherly

meetings to those ends
;
nor yet spend them unprofitably ;

but improve them to their edification, and the effectual car-

rying on the work. Read that excellent letter of Edmond

Grindal, Archbishop of Canterbury, to queen Elizabeth.

For ministerial meetings and exercises such bishops would

have prevented our contentions and wars : You may see it

in Fuller's New History of the Church of England.
And let none draw back, that accord in the substantials

of faith and godliness ; yea, if some should think them-

selves necessitated I will not say to schism, lest I offend

them; but to separate in public worship from the rest:

methinks if they be indeed Christians, they should be will-

ing to hold so much communion with them as they can, and

to consult how to manage their differences to the least dis-

advantage to the common truths and Christian cause
;
which

they all profess to own and prefer.
And here I may not silently pass by an uncharitable

slander, which some brethren, of the prelatical judgment,
have divulged of me far and near; viz. That while I per-
suade men to accommodation, it was long of me that the

late proclamation or ordinance was procured for silencing
all sequestered ministers, viz. By the late Worcestershire

Petition, which they say was the occasion of it
;
and they

falsely report that I altered it after the subscription. To
which I say, (1.) It was the petition of many Justices, and

the Grand Jury, and thousands of the county, as well as

me. (2.) There is not a word in it, nor ever was, against any
godly man

;
but only that the notoriously insufficient and

scandalous should not be permitted to meddle with the mys-
teries of Christ, (especially the Sacraments ;) which we de-

sire should have impartially extended to all parties^ alike.

And so much of this as was granted, we cannot but be

thankful for, whosoever grudge at it
;
and wish it had been
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fully granted. (3.) I desire nothing more, than that all able,

godly, faithful ministers, of what side soever, in our late State

differences, may not only have liberty, but encouragement ;

for the church hath not any such to spare, were they ten

times more. In a word, I would have those, of what party

soever, to have liberty to preach the Gospel, whose errors

or miscarriages are not so great, as that probably they will

do as much hurt as good.
Brethren, I crave your pardon for the infirmities of this

Address ;
and earnestly longing for the success of your la-

bours, I shall daily beg of God, that he would persuade you
to those duties which I have here requested you to perform,
and would preserve and prosper you therein, against all the

serpentine subtlety and rage that is now engaged to oppose
and hinder you.

Your unworthy fellow-servant,

RICH. BAXTER.
April 15, 1656.

TO THE LAY-READER.

The reason why I have called this volume the first part of
the book is, because I intend, if God enable me, and give
me time, a second part; containing the duty of the people in

relation to their pastors ;
and therein to shew, 1 . The right and

necessity of a ministry. 2. The way to know which is the

true church and ministry, and how we justify our own call-

ing to this office
;
and how false prophets and teachers must be

discerned. 3. How far the people must assist the pastors in

the Gospel, and the pastors put them on, and make use of
them to that end. And, 4. How far the people must submit
to their pastors, and what other duty they must perform in

that relation. But because my time and strength are so un-

certain, that I know not whether I may yet live to publish

my yet imperfect preparations on this subject; I dare not

let this first part come into your hands, without a word of

caution and advice, lest you should misunderstand or mis-

apply it.
#

The Caution that I must give you, is in two parts.
*

It does not appear that the author ever published the above.—Ed.
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1. Entertain not any unworthy thoughts of your pastors,

because we here confess our own sins, and aggravate them

in order to our humiliation and reformation. You know they
are men, and not angels that are put by God in the office of

church-guides: and you know that we are imperfect men.

Let Papists and Quakers pretend to a sinless perfection ;

we dare not do it
;
but confess that we are sinners. And

we should heartily rejoice to find the signs of imperfect sin-

cerity in them that so confidently pretend to sinless per-

fection
; yea, if in some of them we could find but common

honesty, and a freedom from some of the crying abomina-

tions of the ungodly ;
such as cruel bloodiness, lying,

slandering, railing, Stc. If it would make a man perfect, to

say he is perfect; and if it would deliver a man from sin, to

say, I have no sin
;

I confess this were an easy way to per-

fection.

But for our parts we believe, that he that saith he hath
" no sin, deceiveth himself, and the truth is not in him."

(1 John i. 8.)
" And that in many things we offend all."

(James iii. 2.) And we profess to know but in part, and to

have our treasure in earthen vessels, and to be insufficient

for these things. And therefore see that you love and imi-

tate the holiness of your pastors, but take not occasion of

disesteeming or reproaching them for their infirmities.

2. I take it to be my duty, as a watchman for your

souls, to give you notice of a train that is laid for your per-

dition. The Papists who have found that they could not

well play their game here with open face, have masked them-

selves, and taken the vizards of several sects ;
and by the

advantage of the licence of the times, are busily at work

abroad in this land, to bring you back to Rome. What

names or garb soever they bear, you may strongly conjec-

ture which be they by these marks following: (1.) Their

main design is to unsettle you, and to make you believe that

you have been all this while misled, and to bring you to a

loss in a matter of Religion; that when they have made you
dislike or suspect that which you had, or seemed to have,

you may be more respective of theirs. (2.) To which end

their next means is to bring you to suspect first, and then

to contend and reject your teachers. For, saith Rushvvorth,

one of their writers,
" Not one of ten among the people, in-

deed, do ground their faith on the Scripture, but on the
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credit of their teachers," &c. ;
therefore they think, if they

can bring you to suspect your teachers, and so to reject

them, they may deal with the sheep without the shepherds,
and dispute with the scholars without their teachers, and

quickly make you say what they list. To this end their de-

sign is partly to cry them down as false teachers ; (but how
are they baffled when it comes to the proof!) and partly to

persuade you that they have no calling to the work ;
and urge

them to prove their calling ; (which how easily can we do !)
and

partly to work upon your covetous humour, by crying down

tithes, and all established mainienance for the ministry.

And withal they are busy yet in contriving how to procure
the governors of the nation to withdraw their public counte-

nance and maintenance, and sacrilegiously to deprive the

Church of the remnant that is devoted to it for God, and to

leave the ministry on equal terms with themselves, or all

other sects (which in Spain, Italy, France, &c. they will be

loath to do). And time will shew you, whether God will

suffer them to prevail with the governors of this sinful land,

to betray the Gospel into their hands or not. But we have

reason to hope for better things. (3.) Their next design is to

diminish the authority and sufficiency of Scripture ;
and be-

cause they dare not yet speak out, to tell us what they set

up in its stead
;
some of them will tell you of new prophets,

and revelations
;
and some of them will tell you, that in that

they are yet at a loss themselves, that is, they are of no re-

ligion ;
and then are no Christians. I shall now proceed no

further in the discovery ;
but only warn you, as you love

your souls, keep close to Scripture and a faithful ministry ;

and despise not your shepherds if you would escape the

wolves. If any question our calling, send them to our writ-

ings, where we have fully proved them
;
or send them to us,

who are ready to justify them against any Papist or heretic

upon earth. And let me tell you, that for all the sins of

the ministry which we have here confessed, the known
world hath not a more able, faithful, godly ministry than

Britain hath at this day. If at the Synod of Dort the ' Cle-

rus Anglicanus' was called '

stupor mundi/ before all those

ignorant and scandalous ones were cast out
;
what may we

now call it? Brethren, let me deal freely with you ! The

ungrateful contempt of a faithful ministry is the shame of

the faces of thousands in this land ! And if thorough re-
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pentance prevent it not, they shall better know in hell whe-
ther such ministers were their friends or foes, and what they
would have done for them, if their counsel had been heard.

When "the messengers of God were mocked, and his words

despised, and his prophets abused, the wrath of the Lord
arose on the Israelites themselves

;
and there was no reme-

dy." (2 Chron. xxxvi. 16.) Shall ministers study, preach
and pray for you, and shall they be despised ? When they
have the God of heaven and their conscience to witness,
that they desire not yours but you, and are willing to spend
and be spent for your sakes

;
that all the wealth in the world

would not be regarded by them in comparison of your sal-

vation, and that all their labours and sufferings are for your
sake

;
if yet they be requited with your contempt, or

scorn, or discouraging unteachableness, see who will be

the losers in the end. When God himself shall justify
them with a Well done good and faithful servant; let

those that reproached, despised, and condemned them,
defend their faces from shame, and their consciences from

the accusations of their horrid ingratitude, as well as they
can ! Read the Scriptures and see, whether they that obeyed
God's messengers, or they that despised and disobeyed them

sped best. And if any of the seducers will tell you, that

we are not the ministers of Christ
;
leave them not, till

they tell you, which is his true church and ministry, and
where they are ? and by that time they have well answered

you, you may know more of their minds.

3. My last advice to you is this : See that you obey your
faithful teachers, and improve their help for your salvation

while you have it ; and take heed that you refuse not to

learn when they would teach you. And in particular, see

that you refuse not to submit to them in this duty of pri-
vate instruction, which is mentioned in this treatise. Go to

them when they desire you, and be thankful for their help.

Yea, and at other times when you need their advice, go to

them of your own accord, and ask it. Their office is to be

your guides in the way of life : if you seek not their direction,

it seems you despise salvation itself, or else you are so proud
as to think yourselves sufficient to be your own directors.

Shall God in mercy send you leaders to teach you and con-

duct you in the way to glory, and will you shortly send

them back, or refuse their assistance, and say, We have no
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need of their direction ? Is it for their own ease or gain
that they trouble you, or is it for your own everlasting gain?
Remember that Christ hath said to his messengers,

" He
that despiseth you, despiseth me." If your obstinate refusal

of the instruction do put them to bear witness against you
in judgment, and to say,

'

Lord, I would have taught these

ignorant sinners, and admonished these worldly, impenitent

wretches, but they would not so much as come to me, nor

speak with me !' Look you to it, and answer it as you can : for

my part, I would not be then in your case for all the world! But
I shall say no more to you on this point, but only desire you
to read and consider the exhortation, which is published in

our Agreement itself, which speaks to you more fully ;
and

if you read this book, remember the duty which you find to

belong to the ministers doth shew also what belongs to

yourselves : for it cannot be our duty to teach, catechise,

advise, &c. if it be not yours to hear, learn, and seek advice.

If you have any temptation to question our office, read the

London Ministers' ' Jus Divinum Minister. Evang.' And
Mr. Thomas Ball's book for the Ministry. If you doubt of

the duty of learning the principles, and being catechised,
read the London Ministers' late Exhortation to Catechising ;

and Mr. Zach. Crofton's book for Catechising (now newly
published).

" There will (saith Dr. Hammond) be little matter of

doubt or controversy, but that private, frequent, spiritual

conference betwixt fellow Christians, but especially (and in

matters of high concernment and difficulty) between the

presbyter and those of his charge, even in the time of health
;

and peculiarly that part of it which is spent in the discus-

sion of every man's special sins and infirmities, and inclina-

tions, may prove very useful and advantageous (in order to

spiritual directions, reproof and comfort) to the making the

man of God perfect. And to tell truth, if the pride and self-

conceit of some, and wretchlessness of others, the bashful-

ness of the third sort, the nauseating, and instant satiety of

any good in a fourth
; the follies of men, and the artifices

of Satan, has not put this practice quite out of fashion among
us, there is no doubt but more good might be done by minis-

ters this way, than is now done by any other means separa-
ted from the use of this particularly, than by that of public

preaching, (which yet need not be neglected the more when -
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this is used) which hath now the fate to be cried up, and
almost solely depended on, it being the more likely way, as

Quinctilian saith, (comparing public and private teaching of

youth,) to fill narrow-mouthed bottles, (and such are the

most of us,) by taking them single in the hand, and pouring
in water into each, than by setting them altogether, and

throwing never so many bottles of water on them."*
" The ignorant soul (saith Gurnal) feels no such smart :

if the minister stay till he sends for him to instruct him, he

may sooner hear the bell go for him, than any messenger
come for him : You must seek them out, and not expect that

they will come to you. These are a sort of people that are

more afraid of their remedy than their disease, and study
more to hide their ignorance, than how to have it cured

;

which should make us pity them the more, because they
can pity themselves so little. I confess it is no small unhap-

piness to some of us, who have to do with a multitude, that

we have neither time nor strength to make our addresses to

every particular person in our congregations, and attend on
them as their needs require ;

and yet cannot well satisfy our

consciences otherwise. But let us look to it, that though
we cannot do to the height of what we would, we be not

found wanting in what we may. Let not the difficulty of our

province make us like some, who when they see they have

more work upon their hands than they can well dispatch,

grow sick of it, and sit down out of a lazy despondency, and
do just nothing. O ! if once our hearts were filled with

zeal for God, and compassion to our people's souls, we
would up and be doing, though we could lay but a brick a

day ; and God will be with us. It may be, you who find a peo-

ple rude and sottishly ignorant, like stones in the quarry and

trees unfelled, shall not bring the work to such perfection in

your days as you desire! Yet, as David did for Solomon, thou

mayst by thy pains in teaching and instructing them, pre-

pare materials for another, who shall rear the temple."f

RICH. BAXTER.
April 16, 1656.

* Power of the Keys, c.iv. s. 104. p. 113.

t The Christian in complete Armour, page 235.





GILDAS SALVIANTJS .

THE

REFORMED PASTOR.

ACTS xx. 28.

Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the Jlock, over the

which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the

church of God, which he hath purchased ivith his oivn blood.

CHAPTER I.

Reverend and dearly beloved Brethren,

Though some think that Paul's exhortation to these elders,

doth prove him their ruler, we hope, who are this day to

speak to you from the Lord, that we may freely do the like

without any jealousies of such a conclusion. Though we

teach our people as officers set over them in the Lord, yet

may we teach one another as brethren, in office as well as

in faith. If the people of our charge must teach and admo-

nish, and exhort each other daily, (Col.iii. 16 ;
Heb.iii. 13,)

no doubt teachers may do it to one another without any su-

premacy of power or degree. We have the same sins to kill,

and the same graces to be quickened and corroborated, as

our people have : we have greater works than they to do, and

greater difficulties to overcome, and no less necessity is laid

upon us
;
and therefore we have need to be warned and

awakened, if not to be instructed, as well as they. So that

I confess, I think such meetings should be more frequent,

ifwe had nothing else to do together but this. And as plainly

and closely should we deal with one another, as the most se-

rious among us do with our flocks
;
lest if only they have
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the sharp admonitions and reproofs, they only should be

sound and lively in the faith. That this was Paul's judg-
ment, I need no other proof, than this rousing, heart-melting
exhortation to the Ephesian elders :

—a short sermon, but

not soon learned. Had the bishops and teachers of the church
but thoroughly learned this short exhortation, though with

neglect of many a volume which hath taken up their time,

and helped them to greater applause in the world ;
how

happy had it been for the church and them !

Our present straits of time will allow me to touch upon
no part of it but my text

; which, supposing Paul the speaker,
and the Ephesian elders his hearers, containeth, 1. A two-

fold duty. 2. A fourfold motive to enforce it.

The first duty is, to take heed to themselves ; the second is,

to take heed to all thejlock. And the main work for the flock

which is thus needfully to be done, is expressed, even tofeed

them, or play the shepherdsfor them.

The motives closely laid together are these;— 1. From
their engagement and relation

; they are the overseers of the

flock : it is their office.—2. From the efficient cause, even

the authority and excellency of him that called them to it
;

which was the Holy Ghost.—3. From the dignity of the ob-

ject, which is the matter of their charge : it is the church of

God, the most excellent and honourable society in the world.
—4. From the tender regard Christ has of his church, and

the price it cost him: he purchased it with his own blood.

This motive is partly subordinate to the former.

The terms of the text have no such difficulty as to allow

me the spending of much of our little time for their expli-
cation.

n<5fxre^av,
here is, 'maxima curaetdiligentia animum

adhibere :'
irolfjiviov, as Jansenius and others note, a little

Jiock. It signifieth not here the whole church of Christ, which
elsewhere is called tto'i/hviov, in reference to Christ the great

shepherd; but it signifieth that particular church which these

elders had a special charge of. Whether that was one or

many, we shall inquire anon. What is meant by
'

Ettkjkottsq,

bishops or overseers here, is thus far agreed on, that they
were officers appointed to teach and guide those churches in

the way to salvation
;
and that they are the same persons that

are called elders of the church of Ephesus before, and bishops
here : of whom more anon. The verb iQtTo, seemeth here

to import both the qualification, ordination, and particular
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designation of these elders or bishops to their charge ;
for

we must not limit and exclude without necessity. The Holy-
Ghost did by all these three ways make them overseers of

their flocks. (1.) By qualifying them with such gifts as

made them fit for it. (2.) By directing the minds of those

that ordained them to the ministry. (3.) By disposing both
their own minds, and the ordainers, and the people's for the

affixing them to that particular church, rather than another.
" Dicit eos constitutos a. Spiritu Sancto," saith Grotius,

"
quia

constituti erant ab Apostolis plenis Spiritu Sancto, quanquam
approbante plebe*:" But no doubt, in those times the Holy
Ghost did give especial directions, as by internal oracle, for

the disposal of particular teachers
;
as we read in the case of

Saul and Barnabas, and for the provision of particular con-

gregations.

UoifxaivEiv tt)v 6/c/cArjm'av, is by some translated barely to

feed, as ours here
; by others only to rule ; but indeed as

Gerhard, Jansenius, and others note, it is not to be restrained

to either, but containeth in it all the pastoral work. In one
word it is

' Pastorem agere,' to do the work of a pastor to the

flock. Whether it be the Ephesian congregation before

called tto'i/hviov, that is here called e/c/cArjaiav rs Oes, or whether
it be the universal church which they may be said to feed

and rule, by doing their part towards it, in their station (as
a justice of peace may be said to rule the land), is not a mat-
ter of much moment to be stood upon ;

but the former seems
most likely to be the sense :

TTzpizirovooaTo,
is both '

acquisi-
vit et asseruit et in suam vindicavit.' It is said to be done

by the blood of God, by a communication of the names of
the distinct natures : and it affords us an argument against
the Arians, seeing Christ is here expressly called God.

But it is necessary before we proceed to instruction and

application, that we be resolved more clearly who those

elders or bishops are that Paul doth here exhort. I am de-

sirous to do all that lawfully I may to avoid controversy, es-

pecially in this place, and on such occasions
;
but it is here

unavoidable, because all our following application will much

depend upon the explication : and if you shall once suppose
that none of this exhortation was spoken to men in your
office and capacity ;

no wonder if you pass it over and let it

alone, and take all that I shall hence gather for your prac-
tice, as impertinent. This text was wont to be thought most
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apt to awaken ministers of the Gospel to their duty ; but of

late the negligent are gratified with the news (for news it is,)

that only bishops in a super-eminent sense, whom we usually

call Prelates, are spoken to in this text; and not only so, but

that no other text of Scripture doth speak to any other church-

presbyters (certainly) but them
; yea, that no other were in

being in Scripture-times. Here are two questions before us

to be resolved. 1. Whether the elders here mentioned, were

the elders of one church of Ephesus, or of all that part of Asia,

that is, of every church one ? This is but in order to the se-

cond, which is, Whether these elders were only prelates, or

such bishops as among us have carried that name ?

The reasons that may be brought to prove these to be pre-

lates of the several cities of Asia, and that the nav to ttoi/uiviov,

is those many cities, are these following. 1. The affirmation

of Irenreus. To which we say, (1.) There might be many
elders of Ephesus present, though some from the nearest

cities were there also ; which is all that Irenseus affirms. (2.)

We oppose to the saying of Irenaeus the ordinary exposition
of the ancients : the most singular is of least authority,
'

cseteris paribus.'
2. It may be said that ' Paul calls them to remember how

he had been among them three years, not ceasing to warn

every one, &c. But he was not three years at Ephesus only,
but in Asia, &c.' Answ. He may be said to be where his

chief place of abode is. He that resideth ordinarily at

Ephesus, though he thence make frequent excursions to the

neighbouring parts,may well be said to abide so long at Ephe-
sus. And the Ephesian elders might well be acquainted
with his industry round about them, though there is no cer-

tainty that he mentioneth any more than what he did with

them. For what he did in Ephesus he did in Asia, as that

which is done in London, is done in England.

Object. 3.
' But it is meant of all Asia

;
for he saith,

"
among whom I have gone," &c.' Answ. (1.) As though

Paul might not go preaching the Gospel in Ephesus. (2.) If

he went further, the Ephesian elders might accompany him.

Object. A. 'Ephesus was the metropolis, and therefore all Asia

might be thence denominated,' Answ. (1.) It must be proved
that it was so denominated. All France is not called Paris,

nor all England London. (2.) It is not whole countries, but a

church that Paul speaks of: and it is yet unproved that the
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church of one city had then any such dependance on the

church of another city, as lesser cities had upon the Me-

tropolis.

Our reasons that make us think that either all, or many
of these elders, or bishops were over the particular church

of Ephesus, are these, 1. It is expressly said in the text,

thatthey wereElders of the Church, referring to Ephesus next

before-mentioned. "He sent to Ephesus, and called the

elders of the church." And it cannot be proved in all the

New Testament that the bishops of other churches and

cities, are called bishops of a greater city, because it is the

metropolis. 2. Here is mention but of one church and one

flock, in the singular number, and not of many ;
when yet,

it is acknowledged that he speaketh not of the universal

church (for then that language were not strange), but of a

particular church. And it is the use of the apostles to speak
still in the plural number, when they mention the particular

churches of many cities, and not to call them all one church

or flock. 3. And it may seem else that the Elder of each

one of these cities hath a charge of all the rest. For they
are required to take heed of all the flock : which though it

may possibly be by taking every one his part, yet if one

should fail, the rest seem to have his charge upon them,

which is more than they can do. 4. Paul was now in so great
haste in his journey to Jerusalem, that Luke measureth it out

by the days. And it is not likely that Paul could in such
haste call the elders from the several cities of Asia. If he
had passed through the British seas in such haste, and

lodged at Plymouth, and had thence called to him the elders

of Paris, he must have staid there many days or weeks, be-,

fore he could have gathered also the bishops of Rhemes,
Aries, Orleans, and the rest of France. 5. The numbers of

prophets and gifted men in those times, and the state ofother

particular churches, doth give us sufficient reason to conjec-
ture that Ephesus was not so scant of help, as to have but
one presbyter. Grotius thought that Timothy with his co-

presbyters, made this appearance ;
but others have given

very probable reasons that Timothy was none of them. 6.

The judgment of Expositors, ancient and modern, running
so commonly the other] way, commandeth some respect
from us.

VOL. XIV. e
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But, I confess the matter seemeth but conjectural on

both sides, and neither part to have a certainty; but if pro-

bability may carry it, there seems to be many of the elders

of Ephesus, though possibly some of the neighbouring cities

might be with them. But let this go how it will, it mak-

eth not much to the main matter in hand. What if Ephesus
and each other city, or church, had then but one presbyter,
will it follow that he was a prelate ? No

;
but the contrary :

it will prove that there were none such at all, if there were no

subject presbyters. For there is no king without subjects ;

nor master without servants. 1. The stream of ancient and

modern Expositors do take this text to speak of presbyters in

the common sense. And we must be cautious, before we
be singular in the expounding of so many texts as speak the

same way. 2. If men be put now, in the end of the world,

to find out anew foundation for Prelacy, supposeing it hath

been amiss defended till now, and all these texts (except by
one or two) amiss expounded, it will occasion the shaking
of the frame itself. 3. But the best is, we begin to be pretty
well agreed, at least about the whole government that ' de

facto' was in being in Scripture-times, For, (1.) It is at

last confessed, that the word Presbyter is not certainly taken

any where in the New Testament, for one that is subject to

a bishop, having not power of ordination or jurisdiction; and
that no such presbyters were in being in Scripture-times.
And by what authority they were since elected, let them

prove that are concerned in it. (2.) We are agreed now that

they were the same persons who in Scripture are called

bishops and presbyters. (3.) And that these persons had the

power of ordination and jurisdiction. (4.) And that these

persons were not the bishops of many particular churches,
but one only : they ruled not many assemblies ordinarily

meeting for church communion : for there could no such

meetings be kept up without a bishop or presbyter to ad-

minister the ordinances of Christ in each. And if there

were in a diocese but one bishop, and no other presbyters in

Scripture-times, then it must needs be that a diocese con-

tained but one ordinary church-assembly, and that ' de facto
'

no bishop in Scripture-times had under him any presbyters,
nor more such assemblies than one : that is, they ruled the

particular churches just as our parish pastors do. So that

we are satisfied that we go that way that the apostles estab-
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lished, and was used ' de facto' in Scripture-times. And if

any will prove the lawfulness of latter mutations, or will

prove that the apostles gave power to these particular pastors

to degenerate into another sort of officers hereafter, accord-

ing to the cogency of their evidence, we shall believe it. In

the meantime, desiring to be guided by the Word of God,
and to go upon sure ground, and take only so much as is

certain, we hold where we are, and are glad that we are so

far agreed. Yet not presuming to censure all superior epis-

copacy, nor refusing to obey any man that commandeth us

to do our duty, but resolving to do our own work in faith-

fulness and peace.
For my own part, I have ever thought it easier to be go-

verned than to govern; and I am ready, as the British told

Austin, to be obedient to any man in, and for the Lord. Nor

can I think that any government can be burdensome, which

Christ appointeth, but all beneficial to us
;
as making our

burden lighter and not heavier, and helping and not hinder-

ing us in the way to heaven. Were Christ's work but

thoroughly done, I should be the most backward in contend-

ing, who should have the doing of it. Let us agree but on

this one thing which is plain here in my text, That the

churches or flocks should be no greater than the pastors can

personally oversee, so that they may
" take heed to all the

flock," and then let but able, faithful men be the overseers,

that will make the word of God the rule, and lay out them-

selves for the saving of men's souls, and I am resolved never

to contend with such about the business of superiority ;
but

cheerfully to obey them in all things lawful, if they require

my obedience. If the difference were not more about the

matters commanded, and the work itself to be done, than

who should command it: methinks humble men should be

easily agreed. Would they but lay by all needless human

impositions and obtrusions, and be contented with the suffi-

cient Word of God, and not make new work to necessitate,

new canons and authorities to impose it, but be content with

the Gospel simplicity, and let us take that for a sufficient

way to heaven that Peter and Paul went thither in
;

I think,

I should not disobey such a bishop, though I were satisfied of

his differing order or degree. Yea, if he were addicted to some

encroaching usurpation of more power than is meet, would
he but forbear the 'Ecce duo gladii,' and come to us only
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with the sword of the Spirit, which will admit of fair debates,

and works only upon the conscience, I know no reason much
to fear such power, though it were undue. But enough
of this.

The observations which the text affordeth us are so ma-

ny, that I ma.v not now stay so much as to name them
;
but

shall only lay down that one which containeth the main

scope of the text, and take in the rest as subordinate motives

in the handling of that, in the method in which the apostle
doth here deliver them to us.

Doct. ' The pastors or overseers ofthe churches of Christ,

must take great heed both to themselves, and to all their

flocks in all the parts of their pastoral work.'

The method which we shall follow in handling this point,

shall be this : I: I shall briefly open to ^ou the terms of the

subject: what is meant by Pastors and Churches. II. I shall

shew you what it is to take heed to ourselves, and wherein

it must be done. III. I shall give you some brief reasons

of that part of the point. IV. I shall shew you, what it is

to take heed to all the flock in our pastoral work, and

wherein it must be done. V. I shall make some application
of all.

HL What the words, Pastor, Bishop, and Church do signify,
I will not waste time to tell you, they being so well known.
As for the things signified : By a pastor or bishop here is

meant, an officer appointed by Christ for the ordinary teach-

ing and guiding a particular church and all its members, in

order to their salvation, and the pleasing of God.

Christ appointeth the office itself by his laws. The per-

son he calleth to it by his qualifying gifts, providential dis-

posal, secret impulses, and ordinarily by the ordination of

his present officers, and the acceptance of the church.

Teaching and guidance contain the main parts at least

of the work to which they are designed. The particulars we
shall further stand upon anon.

A particular church is the object of their work
; by which

they are distinguished from apostolical, unfixed, itinerant

ministers.

They are the stated, ordinary teachers of such a church
;

by which they are differenced, both from private men, who
do occasionally teach, and from the aforesaid itinerant mi-

nisters, and do but ' in transitu/ or seldom teach a particular
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church. The subject is the matters ofsalvation and obedience

to God, and the end is salvation itself, and the pleasing of

God therein
; by which work and ends the office is distin-

guished from all other offices, as magistrates, schoolmasters,

&c.
; though they also have the same remote or ultimate

ends.

By the flock and church is meant that particular society

of Christians of which these bishops or elders have the

charge, associated for personal communion in God's public

worship, and fo*r other mutual assistance in the way to salva-,

tion. Exact definitions we may not now stand on
;
we have

more fully made some attempts that way heretofore.

II. Let us next consider, What it is to take heed to our-

selves, and wherein it must be done. And here I may well,

for brevity sake, adjoin the application to the explication, it

being about the matter of our practice, that I may be put to

go over, as little as may be, of the same things again. Take

therefore I beseech you all this explication, as so much ad-

vice and exhortation to the duty, and let your hearts attend

it as well as your understandings.
1. Take heed to yourselves, lest you should be void of

that saving grace of God which you offer to others, and be

strangers to the effectual workings of that Gospel which

you preach ;
and lest while you proclaim the necessity of a

Saviour to the world, your own hearts should neglect him,
and you should miss of an interest in him and his saving
benefits ! Take heed to yourselves, lest you perish, while

you call upon others to take heed of perishing ! and lest

you famish yourselves while you prepare their food. Though
there be a promise of shining as the stars to those that turn

many to righteousness, (Dan. xii. 3,) that is but on supposi-
tion that they be first turned to it themselves : such pro-
mises are meant,

'
cseteris paribus, et suppositis supponendis.'

Their own sincerity in the faith is the condition of their glory

simply considered, though their great ministerial labours

may be a condition of the promise of their greater glory : many
a man hath warned others that they come not to that place
of torment, which yet they hasted to themselves : many a

preacher is now in hell, that hath an hundred times called

upon his hearers to use the utmost care and diligence to

escape it. Can any reasonable man imagine that God
should save men for offering salvation to others, while they
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refused it themselves; and for telling others those truths

which they themselves neglected and abused ? Many a tailor

goes in rags, that maketh costly clothes for others ;
and

many a cook scarcely licks his fingers, when he hath dressed

for others the most costly dishes. Believe it, brethren,

God never saved any man for being a preacher, nor because

he was an able preacher; but because he was a justified,

sanctified man, and consequently faithful in his Master's

work. Take heed therefore to yourselves first, that you be

that which you persuade your hearers to be, and believe

that which you persuade them daily to believe
;
and have

heartily entertained that Christ, and Spirit which you offer

unto others. He that bid you love your neighbours as your-

selves, did imply that you should love yourselves, and not

hate and destroy yourselves and them.

2. Take heed to yourselves, lest you live in those actual

sins which you preach against in others ;
and lest you be

guilty of that which daily you condemn. Will you make it

your work to magnify God, and when you have done, dis-

honour him as much as others ? Will you proclaim Christ's

governing power, and yet contemn it, and rebel yourselves ?

Will you preach his laws, and wilfully break them ? If sin

be evil, why do you live in it ? if it be not, why do you dis-

suade men from it? if it be dangerous, how dare you ven-

ture on it? if it be not, why do you tell men so? If God's

threatenings be true, why do you not fear them ? if they be

false, why do you trouble men needlessly with them, and

put them into such frights without a cause? Do you know
the judgment of God, that they that commit such things
are worthy of death, and yet will you do them ? (Rom. i. 32.)

Thou that teachest another, teachest thou not thyself?
Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, or

be drunk, or covetous, art thou such thyself? Thou that

makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dis-

honourest thou God? (Rom. ii. 21—23.) What, shall the

same tongue speak evil, that speaketh against evil ? Shall

it censure and slander, and secretly backbite, that cries

down these and the like in others ? Take heed to your-
selves, lest you cry down sin and not overcome it; lest while

you seek to bring it down in others, you bow to it, and be-

come its slaves yourselves. For of whom a man is over-

come, of the same is he brought into bondage. (2 Pet, ii. 19.)
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To whom you yield yourselves servants to obey, his ser-

vants ye are to whom ye obey, whether of sin unto death,

or of obedience unto righteousness. (Rom. vi. 16.) It is

easier to chide at sin, than to overcome it.

3. Take heed also to yourselves, that you be not unfit for

the great employments that you have undertaken. He must

not be himself a babe in knowledge, that will teach men all

those mysterious things that are to be known in order to

salvation. O what qualifications are necessary for that man

that hath such, a charge upon him as we have ! How many
difficulties in divinity, to be opened ! yea, about the funda-

mentals that must needs be known ! How many obscure texts

of Scripture to be expounded ! How many duties to be done,

wherein ourselves and others may miscarry, if in the matter,

and end, and manner, and circumstances they be not well in

formed ! How many sins to be avoided, which without under-

standing and foresight cannot be done ! What a number of

sly and subtle temptations must we open to our people's eyes,

that they may escape them ! How many weighty and yet in-

tricate cases of conscience have we almost daily to resolve !

Can so much work, and such work as this, be done by raw,

unqualified men? O, what strong holds have we to batter,

and how many of them ! What subtle and diligent, and ob-

stiriate resistance must we expect at every heart we deal

with ! Prejudice hath blocked up our way ;
we can scarcely

procure a patient hearing. They think ill of what we say while

we are speaking it. We cannot make a breach in their ground-
less hopes and carnal peace, but they have twenty shifts and

seeming reasons to make it up again ;
and twenty enemies that

are seeming friends are ready to help them. We dispute not
with them upon equal terms : but we have children to reason

with, that cannot understand us
;
we have distracted men (in

spirituals) to reason with, that will baul us down with raging-

nonsense : we have wilful, unreasonable people to deal with,

that when they are silenced, they are never the more con-

vinced
;
and when they can give you no reason, they will

give you their resolution ;
like the man that Salvian had

to deal with, (lib. iv. de Gubernat. p. 133.) that being re-

solved to devour a poor man's means, and being entreated

by Salvian to forbear, told him, He could not grant his re-

quest, for he had made a vow to take it
;
so that the preacher

* audita religiosilsimi sceleris ratione' was fain to depart. We
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dispute the case against men's wills and sensual passions,
as much as against their understandings ;

and these have

neither reason nor ears : their best arguments are,
'

I will

not believe you, nor all the preachers in the world in such

things. I will not change my mind or life: I will not leave

my sins
;

I will never be so precise, come on it what will.'

We have not one, but multitudes of raging passions and

contradicting enemies to dispute against at once, whenever

we go about the conversion of a sinner
;
as if a man were to

dispute in a fair or tumult, or in the midst of a crowd of

violent scolds; what equal dealing, and what success were

here to be expected ? Why, such is our work, and yet a

work that must be done.

O, dear brethren, what men should we be in skill, resolu-

tion, and unwearied diligence, that have all this to do ? Did
Paul cry out,

" Who is sufficient for these things ?" (2 Cor.

ii. 16,) and shall we be proud, or careless and lazy, as if we
were sufficient? As Peter saith to every Christian in consider-

ation of our great approaching change, (2Pet.iii. 11,) "What
manner of persons ought we to be in all holy conversation and

godliness ?" So may I say to every minister, seeing all these

things lie upon our hands, what manner of persons ought we
to be in all holy endeavours and resolutions for our work !

This is not a burden for the shoulder of a child. What skill

doth every part of our work require, and of how much mo-
ment is every part! To preach a sermon L think is not the

hardest part; and yet what skill is necessary to make plain the

truth, to convince the hearers
;
to let in the irresistible light

into their consciences, and to keep it there, and drive all

home
;
to screw the truth into their minds, and work Christ

into their affections : to meet every objection that gainsays,
and clearly to resolve it

;
to drive sinners to a stand, and

make them see there is no hope, but they must unavoidably
be converted or condemned : and to do all this so for lan-

guage and manner as beseems our work, and yet as is most
suitable to the capacities of our hearers

; this, and a great
deal more that should be done in every sermon, should surely
be done with a great deal of holy skill. So great a God,
whose message we deliver, should be honoured by our de-

livery of it ! It is a lamentable case, that in a message
from the God of heaven, of everlasting consequence to the

souls of men, we should behave ourselves so weakly, so un-
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handsomely, so imprudently, or so slightly, that the whole
business should miscarry in our hands, and God be disho-

noured, and his work disgraced, and sinners rather hardened
than converted, and all this much through our weakness or

neglect ! How many a time have carnal hearers gone jeer-

ing home, at the palpable and dishonourable failings of the

preacher ! How many sleep under us, because our hearts

and tongues are sleepy ;
and we bring not with us so much

skill and zeal as to awake them !

Moreover, what skill is necessary to defend the truth

against gainsayers, and to deal with disputing cavillers ac-

cording to their several modes and cases ! and if we fail

through weakness, how will they insult ! but this is the

smallest matter : but who knows how many weak ones may
be perverted by the success, to their own undoing and the

trouble of the church ? What skill is there necessary to

deal in private with one poor ignorant soul for their conver-

sion ! (Of which more in the end.)
O brethren, do you not shrink and tremble under the

sense of all this work? Will a common measure of holy
skill and ability of prudence, and other qualifications serve

for such a task as this ? I know necessity may cause the

church to tolerate the weak
; but woe to us if we tolerate

and indulge our own weakness. Doth not reason and con-

science tell you, that if you dare venture on so high a work
as this, you should spare no pains to befitted to perform it?

It is not now and then an idle snatch, or taste of studies

that will serve to make a sound divine. I know that lazi-

ness hath lately learned to pretend the lowness of all our

studies, and how wholly, and only the Spirit must qualify
and assist us to the work : and so, as Salvian saith in an-

other case, (lib. iv. p. 134,)
' authorem qnodammodo sui

sceleris Deum faciunt :' As if God commanded us the use

of the means, and then would warrant us to neglect them !

As if it were his way to cause us to thrive in a course of
idleness ;

and to bring us to knowledge by dreams when we
are asleep, or to take us up into heaven, and shew us his

counsels, while we think of no such matter, but are rootino-

in the earth. O that men should dare so sinfully by their

laziness to quench the Spirit ;
and then pretend the Spirit

for the doing of it.
*

Quis unquam,' (saith he beforemen-

tioned,)
'

crederet usque in hanc contumeliam Dei, progres-
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suram esse humanse cupiditatis (ignaviae) audaciam? ut id

ipsum in quo Christo injuriam faciunt, dicant se ob Christi

nomen esse facturos? O inestimabile facinus et prodigio-
sura !' God hath required of us that we be " not slothful

in business, but fervent in spirit, serving the Lord." (Rom.
xii. 11.) Such we must provoke our hearers to be, and.

such we must be ourselves. O therefore, brethren, lose no

time : study, and pray, and confer, and practise ;
for by

these four ways your abilities must be increased. Take
heed to yourselves, lest you are weak through your own

negligence, and lest you mar the work of God by your weak-

ness. " As man is, so is his strength." (Judges viii. 21.)
4. Moreover, take heed to yourselves, lest your example

contradict your doctrine, and lest you lay such stumbling-
blocks before the blind, as may be the occasion of their ruin

;

lest you may unsay that with your lives, which you say with

your tongues ;
and be the greatest hinderers of the success

of your own labours. It much hindereth our work, when
other men are all the week long contradicting to poor peo-

ple in private, that which we have been speaking to them
from the word of God in public ;

because we cannot be at

hand to manifest their folly : but it will much more hin-

der, if we contradict ourselves, and if your actions give your
tongue the lie, and if you build up an hour or two with your
mouths, and all the week after pull down with your hands !

This is the way to make men think that the word of God is

but an idle tale, and to make preaching seem no better than

prating. He that means as he speaks, will surely do as he

speaks. One proud, surly, lordly word
;
one needless con-

tention, one covetous action may cut the throat of many a

sermon, and blast the fruit of all that you have been doing.
Tell me, brethren, in the fear of God, do you regard the suc-

cess of your labours, or do you not? Do you long to see it

upon the souls of your hearers ? [f you do not, what do you
preach for, what do you study, and what do you call your-
selves the ministers of Christ for? But if you do, then surely

you cannot find in your heart to mar your work for a thing
of nought! What, do you regard the success of your la-

bours, and yet will not part with a little to the poor ;
nor put

up with an injury, or a foul word, nor stoop to the meanest,
nor forbear your passionate or lordly carriage, no not for the

winning of souls, and attaining the end of all your labours i
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You much regard the success indeed, that will sell it at so

cheap a rate, or will not do so small a matter to attain it!

It is a palpable error in those ministers that make such a

disproportion between their preaching and their living, that

they will study hard to preach exactly, and study little or

not at all to live exactly : All the week long is little enough
to study how to speak two hours

;
and yet one hour seems

too much to study how to live all the week. They are loath

to misplace a word in their sermons, or to be guilty of any
notable infirmity (and I blame them not, for the matter is

holy and of weight); but they make nothing of misplacing

affections, words and actions in the course of their lives. O
how curiously have I heard some men preach, and how care-

lessly have I seen them live ! They have been so accurate as

to the wordy part in their own preparations, that seldom

preaching seemed a virtue to them, that their language might
be the more polite, and all the rhetorical jingling writers,

they could meet with, were pressed to serve them for the

adorning of their style, and gawds were oft their chiefest

ornaments. They were so nice in hearing others, that no

man pleased them that spoke as he thought, or that drowned

not affections, or dulled not, or distempered not the heart by
the predominant strains of a fantastic wit. And yet when
it came to matter of practice, and they were once out of

church, how incurious were the men, and how little did they

regard what they said or did, so it were not so palpably gross
as to dishonour them ! They that preached precisely, would

not live precisely ! What difference between their pulpit

speeches and their familiar discourse ! They that are most

impatient of barbarisms, solecisms, and paralogisms in a

sermon, can easily tolerate them in their conversations.

Certainly, brethren, we have very great cause to take heed

what we do, as well as what we say : If we be the servants

of Christ indeed, we must not be tongue servants only, but

must serve him with our deeds,
" and be doers of the work,

that in our deed we may be blessed." (James i. 25.) As our

people must be " doers of the word, and not hearers only ;"

so we must be doers and not speakers only, lest we be " de-

ceivers of ourselves." (James i. 22.) A practical doctrine

must be practically preached. We must study as hard how
to live well, as how to preach well. We must think and
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think again, how to compose our lives as may most tend to

men's salvation, as well as our sermons. When you are

studying what to say to them, I know these are your thoughts,
or else they are naught and to no purpose, 'How should I get
within them ? And what shall I say that is likely most effec-

tually to convince them, and convert them, and tend to their

salvation?' And should you not diligently bethink yourselves,
' How shall I live, and what shall T say and do

;
and how shall

J dispose of all that I have, as may most probably tend to the

saving of men's souls?' Brethren, if saving souls be your
end, you will certainly intend it as well out of the pulpit as

in it ! If it be your end, you will live for it, and contribute

all your endeavours to attain it : and if you do so, you will

as well ask concerning the money in your purse, as the words

of your mouth,
' Which way should I lay it out for the great-

est good, especially to men's souls ?' O that this were your

daily study, how to use your wealth, your friends, and all

you have for God, as well as your tongues ! And then we
should see that fruit of your labours which is never else likely

to be seen. If you intend the end of the ministry in the

pulpit only, then it seems you take yourselves for ministers

no longer than you are there
;
and then I think you are un-

worthy to be esteemed such at all.

III. Having shewed you in four particulars, how it is that

we must take heed to ourselves, and what is comprised in this

command; I am next to give you the reasons of it, which I

entreat you to take as so many motives to awaken you to

your duty, and thus apply them as we go.
1. You have heaven to win or lose yourselves, and souls

that must be happy or miserable for ever
;
and therefore it

concerneth you to begin at home, and take heed to yourselves
as well as unt<5 others. Preaching well may succeed to the

salvation of others without the holiness of your own hearts

or lives ;
it is possible at least, though less usual

; but it is

impossible it should serve to save yourselves : Many shall

say at that day,
"
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name ?"

(Matt. vii. 22,) who shall be answered with,
"

I never knew

you, depart from me ye that work iniquity." (ver. 23.) O
sirs, how many men have preached Christ, and perished for

want of a saving interest in him ! How many that are now
in hell, have told their people of the torments of hell, and
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have warned them against it! How many have preached of

the wrath of God against sinners, that are now feeling it.

what sadder case can there be in the world, than for a man
that made it his very trade and calling to proclaim salvation,
and to help others to attain it, yet after all to be himself shut

out! Alas! that ever we should have many books in our

libraries that tell us the way to heaven
;
that we should spend

so many years in reading those books, and studying the

doctrine of eternal life, and yet for all this to miss it! That
ever we should study and preach so many sermons of salva-

tion, and yet fall short of it !
—so many sermons of damna-

tion, and yet fall into it ! And all because we preached so

many sermons of Christ while we neglected him; of the

Spirit, while we resisted it
;
of faith, while we did not heartily

believe
;
of repentance and conversion, while we continued

in the state of flesh and sin
;
and of a heavenly life, while

we remained carnal and earthly ourselves. If we will be

divines only in tongues and title, and have not the Divine

image upon our souls, nor give up ourselves to the Divine

honour and will, no wonder if we be separated from the

Divine presence, and denied the fruition of God fur ever.

Believe it, sirs, God is no respecter of persons : he saveth

not men for their coats or callings ;
a holy calling will not

save an unholy man. If you stand at the door of the king-
dom of grace, to light others in, and will not go in your
selves, when you are burnt to the snuff, you will go out with

a stink, and shall knock in vain at the gates of glory, that

would not enter at the door ox grace. You shall then find

that your lamps should have had the oil of grace as well as

of ministerial gifs ;
of holiness as well as of doctrine, if you

would have had a part in the glory which you preached. Do
1 need to tell you that preachers of the Gospel must be

judged by the Gospel; aiW.' stand at. the same bar, and be

sentenced on the same terms, and dealt with as severely as

any other men ? Can you think to be saved then by your

clergy ;
and to come off by a '

legit ut clericus,' when there

is wanting the ' credidit et vixit ut Christianus?' Alas, it

will not be
; you know it will not ! Take heed therefore to

yourselves for your own sakes
; seeing you have souls to save

or lose as well as others.

2. Take heed to yourselves, for you have a depraved
nature, and sinful inclinations as well as others. If innocent
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Adam had need of heed, and lost himself and us for want
of it, how much more need have we ! Sin dwelleth in us,

when we have preached never so much against it : one de-

gree prepareth the heart for another, and one sin inclineth

the mind to more. If one thief be in the house, he will let

in the rest, because they have the same disposition and de-

sign. A spark is the beginning of a flame; and a small

disease may bring a greater. A man that knows himself to

be purblind, should take heed to his feet. Alas ! even in

our hearts, as well as in our hearers, there is an averseness

to God, a strangeness to him, unreasonable and almost un-

ruly passions. In us there is at the best the remnants of pride,

unbelief, self-seeking, hypocrisy, and all the most hate-

ful, deadly sins. And doth it not then concern us to take

heed? Is so much of the fire of hell yet unextinguished,
that at first was kindled in us ? Are there so many traitors

in our hearts, and is it not time for us to take heed ? You
will scarce let your little children go themselves while they
are weak, without calling upon them to take heed of falling.

And alas ! how weak are those of us that seem strongest !

How apt to stumble at a very straw ! How small a matter

will cast us down, by enticing us to folly ;
or kindling our

passions and inordinate desires, by perverting our judgments,
or abating our resolutions, and cooling our zeal, and dulling
our diligence ! Ministers are not only sons of Adam, but

sinners against the grace of Christ, as well as others, and so

have increased their radical sin. Those treacherous hearts

will one time or other deceive you, if you take not heed.

Those sins that seem to lie dead will revive : your pride and

worldliness, and many a noisome vice will spring up, that

you thought had been weeded out by the roots. It is most

necessary therefore, that men of such infirmities should take

heed to themselves, and be careful in the dieting and usage
of their souls.

3. And the rather also, take heed to yourselves, because
such works as ours do put men on greater use and trial of

their graces, and have greater temptations, than most other

men. Weaker gifts and graces may carry a man out in a

more even and laudable course of life, that is not put to so

great trials. Smaller strength may serve for lighter works
and burdens. But if you venture on the great undertakings
of the ministry, if you will lead on the troops of Christ
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against the face of Satan and his followers
;

if you will en-

gage yourselves against principalities and powers, and spiri-
tual wickednesses in high places ;

if you undertake to rescue

captivated sinners, and to fetch men out of the devil's paws ;

do not think that a heedless, careless minister is fit for so

great a work as this. You must look to come off with greater

shame, and deeper wounds of conscience, than if you had
lived a common life

;
if you will think to go through such

things as these with a careless soul. It is not only the work
that calls for heed, but the workman also, that he may be fit

for business of such weight ;
we have seen by experience,

that many men that lived as private Christians, in good re-

putation for parts and piety, when they have taken upon
them either military employment, or magistracy, where the

work was above their parts, and temptations did overmatch
their strength, they have proved scandalous disgraced men.
And we have seen some private Christians of good note, that

having thought too highly of their own parts, and thrust

themselves into the ministerial office, they have been empty
men, and alway burdens to the church, and worse than some
that we have endeavoured to cast out. They might have
done God more service in the station of the higher rank of

private men, than they do among the lowest of the ministry.
If you will venture into the midst of the enemies, and bear

the burden and heat of the day, take heed to yourselves.
4. And the rather also, take heed to yourselves ;

because
the tempter will make his first or sharpest onset upon you.
If you will be the leaders against him, he will spare you no
further than God restraineth him. Hebeareth you the great-
est malice, that are engaged to do him the greatest mischief.

As he hateth Christ more than any of us, because he is the

General of the field, and the "
Captain of our salvation,"

and doth more than all the world besides against the king-
dom of darkness

;
so doth he hate the leaders under him,

more than the common soldiers on the like account (in their

proportion) ;
he knows what a rout he may make among the

rest, if the leaders fall before their eyes. He hath long tried

that way of fighting, neither against great or small compara-
tively, but these

;
and of smiting the shepherds, that he

may scatter the flock
;
and so great hath been his success

this way, that he will follow it on as far as he is able. Take
heed therefore, brethren, for the enemy hath a special eye
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upon you. You shall have his most subtle insinuations, and

incessant solicitations, and violent assaults. As wise and

learned as you are, take heed to yourselves lest he overwit

you. The devil is a greater scholar than you, and a nimbler

disputant : he can transform himself into an angel of light

to deceive: he will get within you and trip up your heels

before you are aware : he will play the juggler with you un-

discerned, and cheat you of your faith or innocence, and

you shall not know that you have lost it
; hay, he will make

you believe it is multiplied or increased when it is lost. You
shall see neither hook nor line, much less the subtle angler

himself, while he is offering you his bait : and his bait

shall be so fitted to your temper and disposition, that he will

be sure to find advantages within you, and make your own

principles and inclinations to betray you; and whenever he

ruineth you, he will make you the instruments of your own
ruin. O what a conquest will he think he hath got, if he

can make a minister lazy and unfaithful ! if he can tempt a

minister into covetousness or scandal, he will glory against
the church, and say,

' These are your holy preachers : you
see what their preciseness is, and whither it will bring them.'

He will glory against Jesus Christ himself, and say,
' These

are thy champions ! I can make thy chiefest servants to

abuse thee
;

I can make the stewards of thy household .un-

faithful.' If he did so insult against God upon a false sur-

mise, and tell him he could make Job to curse him to his

face, what would he do if he should indeed prevail against
us? And at last he will insult as much over you, that ever

he L'ould draw you to be false to your great trust, and to

blemish your holy profession, and to do him so much service

that was your enemy. O do not so far gratify Satan ! do

not make him so much sport: do not suffer him to use you
as the Philistines did Samson, first to deprive you of your

strength, and then to put out your eyes, and so to make you
the matter of his triumph and derision.

5. Take heed to yourselves also, because there are many
eyes upon you, and therefore there will be many observers of

your falls. You cannot miscarry but the world will ring of

it. The eclipses of the sun by day-time are seldom without

witnesses. If you take yourselves for the lights of the

churches, you may well expect that men's eyes should be

upon you. If other men may sin without observation, so
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cannot you. And you should thankfully consider how great
a mercy this is, that you have so many eyes to watch over

you, and so many ready to tell you of your faults, and so

have greater helps than others, at least for the restraining of

your sin. Though they may do it with a malicious mind, yet

you have the advantage by it. God forbid that we should

prove so impudent, as to do evil in the public view of all, and

to sin wilfully while the world is gazing on us ! He that is

drunk, is drunk in the night; and he that sleepeth, doth sleep
in the night. (1 Thess. v. 7.) What fornicator so impudent as

to sin in the open streets while all look on? Why consider

that you are still in the open light ;
even the light of your own

doctrine will disclose your evil doings. While you are as

lights set upon a hill, look not to lie hid. (Matt. v. 14.) Take
heed therefore to yourselves, and do your works as those that

remember that the world looks on them, and that with the

quicksighted eye of malice, ready to make the worst of all,

and to find the smallest fault where it is, and aggravate it

where they find it, and divulge it, and make it advantageous
to their designs ;

and to make faults where they cannot find

them. How cautiously then should we walk before so many
illminded observers !

6. Take heed also to yourselves; for your sins have more

heinous aggravations than other men's : It is noted among
king Alphonsus's sayings, That a great man cannot commit
a small sin : we may much more say, that a learned man or

a teacher of others cannot commit a small sin
;
or at least,

that the sin is great, as committed by him, which is smaller

in another.

(I.) You are more likely than others to sin against know-

ledge, because you have more than they. At least you sin

against more light or means of knowledge. What ! do you
not know that covetousness and pride are sins ? Do you not

know what it is to be unfaithful to your trust, and by negli-

gence, or self-seeking to betray men's souls? You know

your Master's will, and if you do it not, shall be beaten with

many stripes. There must needs, therefore, be the more wil-

fulness, by how much there is the more knowledge. If you
sin, it is because you will sin.

(2.) Your sins have more hypocrisy in them than other

men's, by how much the more you have spoken against them.

VOL. XIV. F
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O what a heinous thing it is in us, to study how to disgrace

sin to the utmost, and make it as odious to our people as we
can ;

and when we have done, to live in it, and secretly

cherish that which we openly disgrace ! What vile hypo-

crisy it is, to make it our daily business to cry it down, and

yet to keep it
;
to call it publicly all to naught, and privately

to make it our bed-fellow and companion; to bind heavy
burdens for others, and not to touch them ourselves with a

finger! What can you say to this in judgment? Did you
think as ill of sin as you spoke, or did you not ? If you did

not, why would you dissemblingly speak it? If you did,

why would you keep it and commit it? O bear not that

badge of the miserable Pharisees !

"
They say, but do not."

Many a minister of the Gospel will be confounded, and not

able to look up, by reason of this heavy charge of hypocrisy.

(3.) Moreover, your sins have more perfidiousness in

them than other men's. You have more engaged yourselves

against them. Besides all your common engagements as

Christians, you have many more as ministers. How often have

you proclaimed the evil and danger of sin,and called sinners

from it ? How often have you declared the terrors of the

Lord ? All these did imply that you renounced it your-
selves. Every sermon that you preached against it, every

private exhortation, every confession of it in the congrega-
tion, did lay an engagement upon you to forsake it. Every
child that you have baptized and entered into the covenant

with Christ, and every administration of the Supper of the

Lord, wherein you called men to renew their covenant, did

import your own renouncing of the flesh and the world, and

your engagement unto Christ. How often and how openly
have you borne witness of the odiousness and damnable na-

ture of sin? and yet will you entertain it against all these

professions and testimonies of your own ? O what treachery
is it to make such a stir in the pulpit against it, and after

all to entertain it in the heart, and give it the room that is

due to God, and even prefer it before the glory of the saints !

Many more such aggravations of your sins might be men-
tioned ;

but as we haste over these, so we must pass them

by through our present haste.

7. Take heed to yourselves ;
for the honour of your Lord

and Master, and of his holy truth and ways, doth lie more
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on you than on other men. As you may do him more ser-

vice, so always more disservice than others. The nearer

men stand to God, the greater dishonour hath he by their

miscarriages ;
and the more will they be imputed by foolish

men, to God himself. The heavy judgment was threatened

and executed on Eli and on his house, because they
" kick-

ed at his sacrifice and offering." (1 Sam. ii. 29.)
" For

therefore was the sin of the young men great before the

Lord, for men abhorred the offering of the Lord." (verse 17.)

It was that great aggravation of "
causing the enemies of

the Lord to blaspheme," which provoked God to deal more

sharply with David, than else he would have done. (2 Sam.
xii. 11— 14.) If you are indeed Christians, the glory of God
is dearer to you than your lives. Take heed therefore

what you do against it, as you would take heed what you
do against your lives. Would it not wound you to the

heart to hear the name and truth of God reproached for

your sakes ? To see men point to you, and say,
' There goes

a covetous priest, a secret tippler, a scandalous man
;
these

are they that preach for strictness, when themselves can

live as loose as others
; they condemn us by their sermons,

and condemn themselves by their lives : for all their talk,

they are as bad as we.' O, brethren, could your hearts en-

dure to hear men cast the dung of your iniquities in the

face of the holy God, and in the face of the Gospel, and of

all that desire to fear the Lord ? Would it not break your
hearts to think that all the godly Christians about you
should suffer reproach for your misdoings? If one of you
that is a leader of the flock should but once be ensnared in

a scandalous crime, there is scarcely a man or woman that

seeketh diligently after their salvation, within the hearing:

of it, but besides the grief of their hearts for your sin, they
are likely to have it cast in their teeth by the ungodly about

them, though they never so much detest and lament it. The

ungodly husband will tell his wife, and the ungodly parents
will tell their children, and neighbours and fellow-servants

will be telling one another of it, and saying, 'These are

your godly preachers : you may see what comes of all your
stir

;
are you any better than others ? you are even all alike/

Such words as these must all the godly in the country perhaps
hear for your sakes. "

It must needs be that offences come ;

but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh." (Matt.
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xviii. 7.) O take heed, brethren, in the name of God, of

every word that you speak, every step that you tread, for

you bear the ark of the Lord
; you are entrusted with his

honour, and dare you let it fall, and cast it into the dirt? If

you
" that know his will, and approve the things that are

more excellent, being instructed out of the law, and being
confident that you yourselves are guides of the blind, and

lights to them that are in darkness, instructors of the fool-

ish, teachers of babes :" if you, I say, should live contrary
to your doctrine, and "

by breaking the law, dishonour God,
the name of God will be blasphemed among the ignorant
and ungodly through you." (Rom. ii. 19—24.) And you
are not unacquainted with that standing decree of Heaven,
"Them that honour me, I will honour: and they that de-

spise me, shall be lightly esteemed." (1 Sam. ii. 30.) Never

did man dishonour God, but it proved the greatest disho-

nour to himself. God will find out ways enough to wipe
off all that can be cast upon him

;
but you will not so easily

remove the shame and sorrow from yourselves.
8. Take heed to yourselves ;

for the souls of your hear-

ers, and the success of your labours do very much depend

upon it. God useth to fit men for great works before he

will make them his instruments in accomplishing them. He
useth to exercise men in those works that they are most
suited to. If the work of the Lord be not soundly done

upon your own hearts, how can you expect that he should

bless your labours for the effecting it in others ? He may do
it if he please, but you have much cause to doubt whether he

will. I shall here shew you some particular reasons under this

last, which may satisfy you, that he who would be a means
of saving others, must take heed to himself, and that God
doth more seldom prosper the labours of unsanctified men.

(1.) Can it be expected that God will bless that man's
labour (I still mean comparatively, as to other ministers)
who worketh not for God, but for himself? Now this is the

case of every unsanctified man. None but the upright do
make God their chief end, and do all or any thing heartily
for his honour : they make the Ministry but a trade to live

by: they choose it rather than another calling, because
their parents did destine them to it, and because it is a

pleasant thing to know
;
and it is a life wherein they

have more opportunity to furnish their intellects with all
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kinds of science
;
and because it is not so toilsome to the

body, to those that have a will to favour their flesh
;
and

because it is accompanied with some reverence and respect
from men; and because they think it a fine thing to be

leaders and teachers, and have others depend on them, and

receive the law at their mouth; and because it affordeth

them a competent maintenance. For such ends as these are

they ministers, and for these do they preach ;
and were it

not for these, and such as these, they would soon give over.

And can it be expected that God should much bless the la-

bours of such men as these? It is not Him they preach for,

but for themselves, and their own reputation or gain : not

Him, but themselves, that they seek and serve
;
and there-

fore no wonder if he leave them to themselves for the suc-

cess, and if their labours have no greater a blessing than

themselves can give them, and the word reach no further

than their own strength is able to make it reach.

(2.) Can you think that he is likely to be as successful as

others, that dealeth not heartily and faithfully in his work,
and never soundly believeth what he saith, and never is

truly serious when he seemeth to be most diligent ? And
can you think that any unsanctified man can be hearty and

serious in the Ministerial work? It cannot be. A kind of

seriousness indeed he may have, such as proceedeth from a

common faith, or opinion that the word is true, and is actu-

ated by a natural fervour, or by selfish ends
;
but the seri-

ousness and fidelity of a sound believer, that ultimately in-

tendeth the glory of God and men's salvation, this he hath

not. O, sirs, all your preaching and persuading of others

will be but dreaming and trifling hypocrisy, till the work be

thoroughly done upon yourselves. How can you set your-
selves day and night to a work that your carnal hearts are

averse from ? How can you call out with serious fervour

upon poor sinners to repent and come to God, that never

repented or came in yourselves? How can you heartily fol-

low poor sinners with importunate solicitations, to take

heed of sin, and to set themselves to a holy life, that never

felt yourselves the evil of sin, or the worth of holiness ? I

tell you, these things are never well known till they are felt,

nor well felt till they are possessed ;
and he that feeleth

them not himself, is not so likely to speak feelingly to others,

nor to help others to the feeling of them. How can you
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follow sinners with compassion in your hearts, and tears in

your eyes, and beseech them in the name of the Lord to

stop their course and turn and live, that never had so

much compassion on your own soul, as to do thus much for

yourselves? What! can you love other men better than

yourselves ? and have pity on them, while you have none

upon yourselves ? Sirs, do you think they will be hearty
and diligent to save men from hell, that be not heartily per-

suaded that there is a hell ? Or to bring men to heaven, that

do not sincerely believe that there is such a thing ? As Cal-

vin saith on my text
;

'

Neque enim aliorum salutem sedulo

unquam curabit, qui suam negligit.' He that hath not so

strong a belief of the word of God, and the life to come, as

will take off his own heart from the vanities of this world,

and set him upon a resolved diligence for salvation, I can-

not expect that he should be faithful in seeking the salva-

tion of other men. Surely he that dare damn himself, dare

let others alone in the way to damnation
;
and he that will

sell his Master, with Judas, for silver, will not stick to make
merchandise of the flock; and he that will let go his hopes
of heaven rather than he will leave his worldly and fleshly

delights, I think will hardly leave these for the saving of

others. In reason we may conceive, that he will have no

pity on others, that is wilfully cruel to himself; and that he

is not to be trusted with other men's souls, that is unfaithful

to his own, and will sell it to the devil for the short plea-
sures of sin. I confess that man shall never have my con-

sent to have the care and charge of others, and to oversee

them in order to their salvation, that takes no heed to him-

self, but is careless of his own (except it were in case of ab-

solute necessity, that no better could be had).

(3.) Do you think it is a likely thing that he will fight

against Satan with all his might, that is a servant of Satan

himself? And will he do any great harm to the kingdom of

the devil, that is himself a member and subject of that king-
dom? And will he be true to Christ that is in covenant

with his enemy, and Christ hath not his heart ? Why this is

the case of every unsanctified man, of what cloth soever his

coat be made. They are the servants of Satan, and the sub-

jects of his kingdom ;
it is he that ruleth in their hearts ;

and are they like to be true to Christ that are ruled by the

devil? What prince chose the friends and voluntary ser-
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vants of his enemy to lead his armies in war against him?

This is it that hath made so many preachers of the Gospel
to be enemies to the work of the Gospel which they preach.
No wonder if such be secretly girding at the holy obedience

of the faithful
;
and while they take on them to preach for a

holy life, if they cast reproaches on them that use it ! O
how many such traitors have been in the church of Christ

in all ages, that have done more against him under his

colours, than they could do in the open field
;
that have

spoken well of Christ, and Scripture, and godliness in the

general, and yet slily and closely do what they can to bring
it into disgrace, and make men believe that those that set

themselves to seek God with all their hearts, are but a com-

pany of hypocrites, or self-conceited fantastical fellows :

and what they cannot for shame speak that way in the

pulpit, they will do in secret amongst their companions.
How many such wolves have been set over the sheep, be-

cause they had sheep's clothing ; pretending to be Chris-

tians, and as good as others ! If there were a traitor among
the twelve in Christ's family, no marvel if there be many
now. It cannot be expected that a slave of Satan,

" whose
God is his belly, and who mindeth earthly things," should

be any better than " an enemy to the cross of Christ."

What though they live civilly, and preach plausibly, and

have the outside of an easy, cheap religiousness? They
may be as fast in the devil's snares by worldliness, pride, a

secret distaste of diligent godliness, or by an unsound heart

that is not rooted in the faith, nor unreservedly devoted to

God in Christ, as any others are by drunkenness, unclean-

ness, a.nd such disgraceful sins. Publicans and harlots do
sooner come to heaven than Pharisees, because they are

sooner convinced of their sin and misery.
And though many of these men may seem excellent

preachers, and cry down sin as loud as others, yet is it all

but an affected fervency, and too commonly but a mere un-

effectual bawling. For he that cherisheth it in his own
heart, doth never fall upon it in good sadness in others. I

know that a wicked man may be more willing of another's

reformation than his own, and may thence have a kind of
real earnestness in dissuading them from it

; because he can

preach against sin at easier rates than he can forsake it,

and another man's reformation may stand with his own en
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joyments of his lusts. And therefore a wicked minister, or

parent, may be earnest with his people or family to mend,
because they lose not their own sinful profits or pleasures

by another's reformation, nor doth it call them to that self-

denial as their own doth. But yet for all this, there is none

of that zeal, resolution and diligence, as is in all that are

true to Christ. They set not against sin as the enemy of

Christ, and as that which endangereth their people's souls.

A traitorous commander, that shooteth nothing against the

enemy but powder, may cause his guns to make as great a

sound or report, as some that are laden with bullets
;
but

he doth no hurt to the enemy by it. So one of these men

may speak loud, and mouth it with an affected fervency ;

but he seldom doth any great execution against sin and

Satan. No man can fight well, but where he hateth, or is

very angry ;
much less against them whom he loveth, and

loveth above all. Every unrenewed man is so far from

hating sin to the purpose, that it is his dearest treasure
;

though not as sin, yet the matter of it is, as it affordeth de-

light to his sensual desires. So that you may see, that an

unsanctified man is very unfit to be a leader in Christ's

army, who loveth the enemy ;
and to draw others to re-

nounce the world and the flesh, who cleaveth to them him-

self as his chief good.

(4.) And it is not a very likely thing that the people will

regard much the doctrine of such men, when they see that

they do not live as they preach. They will think that he

doth not mean as he speaks, if he do not as he speaks. They
will hardly believe a man that seemeth not to believe him-

self. If a man bid you run for your lives, because a bear, or

an enemy is at your backs, and yet do not mend his pace him-

self in the same way, you will be tempted to think that he is

but in jest, and there is really no such danger as he pretends.
When preachers tell people of a necessity of holiness, and
that without it no man shall see the Lord, and yet remain

unholy themselves, the people will think they do but talk to

pass away the hour, and because they must say somewhat
for their money, and that all these are but words of course.

Long enough may you lift up your voices against sin, before

men will believe that there is any such harm or danger in it

as you talk of, as long as they see the same man that re-

proacheth it, to put it in his bosom and make it his delight.
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You rather tempt them to think that there is some special

good in it, and that you dispraise it as gluttons do a dish

which they love, that they may have it all to themselves.

As long as men have eyes as well as ears, they will think they
see your meaning as well as hear it

;
and they are more apt

to believe their sight than their hearing, as being the more

perfect sense. All that a preacher doth is a kind of preach-

ing : and when you live a covetous or a careless life, you
preach these sins to your people by your practice. When
you drink, or game, or prate away your time in vain dis-

course, they take it as if you told them. '

Neighbours, this is

that life that you should all live j you may venture on this

course without any danger.' If you are ungodly, and teach

not your families the fear of God, nor contradict the sins of

the company you come into, nor turn the stream of their vain

talking, nor deal with them plainly about the matters of their

salvation, they will take it as if you preached to them that

such things are needless, and they may boldly do so as well

as you. Yea, and you do worse than all this
;

for you teach

them to think ill of others that are better. How many a

faithful minister aud private man is hated and reproached
for the sake of such as you ! What say the people to them?
' You are so precise, and tell us so much of sin, and dangers,
and duty, and make so much stir about these matters

;

when such or such a minister that is as great a scholar as you,
and as good a preacher as you, will be merry and jest with

us, and let us alone, and never trouble themselves or us with

such discourse. These busy fellows can never be quiet, but

make more ado than needs
;
and love to fright men with talk

of damnation, when sober, learned, peaceable divines can be

quiet, and live with us like other men.' This is the very

thoughts and talk of people, which your negligence doth oc-

casion. They will give you leave to preach against their sins

as much as you will, and talk as much for godliness in the pul-

pit, so you will but let them alone afterwards, and be friendly
and merry with them when you have done, and talk as they
do, and live as they, and be indifferent with them in your
conscience and your conversation. For they take the pulpit
to be but as a stage ;

a place where preachers must shew
themselves and play their parts ;

where you have liberty to

say what you list for an hour : and what you say, they much

regard not, if you shew them not by saying it personally to
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their faces, that you were in good earnest, and indeed did

mean them. Is that man therefore likely to do much good,

or fit to be a minister of Christ, that will speak for him an

hour, and by his life will preach against him all the week

besides ; yea, and give his public words the lie ?

And if any of the people be wiser than to follow the ex-

amples of such men, yet the loathsomeness of their lives will

make their doctrine the less effectual. Though you know
the meat to be good and wholesome, yet it may make a weak

stomach rise against it, if the cook or the servant that carrieth

it have leprous or dingy hands. Take heed therefore to

yourselves, if ever you mean to do good to others.

(5.) Lastly consider, whether the success of your labours

depend not on the grace and blessing of the Lord : and

where hath he made any promise of his assistance and bless-

ing to ungodly men ? If he do promise Ma church a

blessing even by such, yet doth he not promise them any

blessing. To his faithful servants he hath promised that he

will be with them, that he will put his Spirit upon them, and
his word into their mouths, and that Satan shall fall before

them as lightning from heaven. But where is there any such

promise to the ungodly, that are not the children of the pro-
mise ? Nay, do you not rather by your abuse of God, pro-
voke him to forsake and blast your endeavours ? at least, as

to yourselves, though he may bless them to his chosen. For
I do not all this while deny, but that God may often do good
to his church by wicked men, but not so ordinarily nor emi-

nently as by his own.

And what I have said of the wicked themselves, doth

hold in part of the godly while they are scandalous and back-

sliding, proportionably according to the measure of their

sin. So much for the reasons.

CHAPTER II.

IV. Having shewed you, what it is to take heed to our-

selves, and why it must be done
;

I am next to shew you,
what it is to " Take heed to all the flock," and wherein it

doth consist, and must be exercised. It was first necessary
to take into consideration, What we must be, and what we
must do for our own souls, before we come to that which must
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be done for others: ' Ne quis aliovum vulneia medendo ad

salutem, ipse per negligentiam suee salutis intumescat, ne

proximos juvando, se deserat
;
ne alios erigens, cadat,' saith

Gregor. M. de cur. past. 1. 4. Yea, lest all his labours come

to nought, because" his heart and life is nought that do per-

form them. ' Nonnulli enim sunt qui solerti cura spiritualia

preecepta perscrutantur, sed quse intelligendo penetrant, vi-

vendo conculcant : repente docent quse non opere, sed medi-

tatione didicerunt : et quod verbis praedicant, moribus im-

pugnant; unde fit ut cum pastor per abrupta graditur, ad prse-

cipitium grex sequatur.' Idem ib. li. 1, cap. 2. When we
have led them to the living waters, if we muddy it by our

filthy lives, we may lose our labour, and yet they be never

the better. '

Aquam pedibus perturbare, est sanctamedita-

tionis studia male vivendo corrumpere, inquit.' Idem. Ibid.

Before we speak of the work itself, we must begin with

somewhat that is implied and presupposed.
And 1 . It is here implied, that everyflock should have their

ovm pastor (one or more) and every pastor his own flock. As

every troop or company in a regiment of soldiers must have

their own captain and other officers, and every soldier know
his own commanders and colours : so is it the will of God,

that every church have their own pastors, and that all

Christ's disciples
" do know their teachers that are over them

in the Lord." (1 Thess. v. 12, 13.) The Universal Church of

Christ must consist of particular churches guided by their

own overseers
;

and every Christian must be a member of

one of these churches
; except those that upon embassages,

travels, or other like cases of necessity, are deprived of this

advantage.
"
They ordained them elders in every church."

(Acts xiv. 23 ;
so Tit. i. 5.) And in many places this is

clear. Though a minister be an officer in the Universal

Church, yet is he in a special manner the overseer of that

particular church which is committed to his charge. As he

that is a physician in the Commonwealth, may yet be the

• Medicus vel Archiater cujusdam civitatis,' and be obliged to

take care of that city, and not so of any other : so that though
he may and ought occasionally to do any good he can else-

where, that may consist with his fidelity to his special charge

(when an unlicensed person may not) ; yet is he first obliged

to that city, and must allow no help to others that must oc-

casion a neglect of them, except in extraordinary cases,
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where the public good requireth it : so is it betwixt a pas-

tor and his special flock. When we are ordained ministers

without a special charge, we are licensed and command-
ed to do our best for all, as we shall have a call for the

particular exercise : but when we have undertaken a parti-

cular charge, we have restrained the exercise of our gifts and

guidance so especially to that, that we may allow others no

more than they can spare, of our time and help, except where

the public good requireth it, which must be first regarded.
From this relation of pastor and flock, arise all the duties

which mutually we owe. As we must be true to our trust,

so must our people be faithful to us, and obey the just di-

rections that we give them from the word of God.

2. When we are commanded " to take heed to all the

flock;" it is plainly implied, that flocks must be no greater

regularly and ordinarily than we are capable of overseeing or

taking heed of. That particular churches should be no greater,

or ministers no fewer, than may consist with a taking heed

to all ; for God will not lay upon us natural impossibilities.
He will not bind men on so strict account as we are bound,
to leap up to the moon, to touch the stars, to number the

sands of the sea. If it be the pastoral work to oversee and
take heed to all the flock, then surely there must be such a

proportion of pastors assigned to each flock, or such a num-
ber of souls in the care of each pastor, as he is able to take

such heed to as is here required. Will God require of one

Bishop to take the charge of a whole county, or of so many
parishes or thousands of souls, as he is not able to know or

to oversee ? Yea, and to take the sole government of them,
while the particular teachers of them are free from that un-

dertaking ? Will God require the blood of many parishes
at one man's hands, if he do not that which ten or twenty, or

a hundred, or three hundred men can no more do than I can

move a mountain? Then woe to poor prelates ! This were

to impose on them a natural or unavoidable necessity of be-

ing damned. Is it not therefore a most doleful case that

learned, sober men should plead for this as a desirable pri-

vilege ;
or draw such a burden wilfully on themselves

;
and

that they tremble not rather at the thoughts of so great an

undertaking ? O happy had it been for the church, and

happy for the bishops themselves, if this measure that is in-

timated by the apostle here had been still observed. And the
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diocese had been no greater than the elders or bishops could

oversee and rule, so that they might have taken heed to all the

flock ! Or that pastors had been multiplied as churches mul-

tiplied, and the number ofoverseers proportioned so far to the

number of souls, that they might not have let the work be un-

done, while they assumed the empty titles, and undertook im-

possibilities ! And that they had rather prayed the Lord of the

harvest to send forth more labourers, even so many as had
been proportioned to the work

;
and not to have undertaken all

themselves. I should scarcely commend the prudence or hu-

mility of that labourer (let his parts in all other respects be
never so great) that would not only undertake to gather in all

the harvest in this county himself, and that upon pain of

death, yea of damnation, but would also earnestly contend
for this prerogative.

Object.
' But there are others to teach, though one only

have had the rule.'

Answ. Blessed be God it was so
;
and no thanks to some

of them. But is not government of great concernment to

the good of souls, as well as preaching ? If not, then what
matter is it for church-governors ? If it be, then they that

nullify it by undertaking impossibilities, do go about to ruin

the churches, and themselves. If only preaching be neces-

sary, let us have none but mere preachers : what needs there

then such a stir about government ? But if discipline (in

its place) be necessary too, what is it but enmity to men's
salvation to exclude it, and it is unavoidably excluded when
it is made to be his work that is naturally incapable of per-

forming it ! He that will command an army alone, may as

well say, It shall be destroyed for want of command: and the

schoolmaster that will oversee or govern all the schools in

the county alone, may as well say plainly, they shall be all

ungoverned : and the physician who will undertake the

guidance of all the sick people in a whole nation or county,
when he is not able to visit or direct the hundredth man of

them, may as well say, Let them perish !

Object.
' But though they cannot rule them by themselves,

they may do it by others.'

Answ. The nature of the pastoral work is such as must
be done by the pastor himself. He may not delegate a man
that is no pastor to baptize, or administer the Lord's-supper,
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or to be the teacher of the church : no more may he commit
the government of it to another. Otherwise by so doing he

makes that man the bishop, if he make him the immediate

ruler and guide of the church : and if a bishop may make
each presbyter a bishop, so he do but derive the power from

him, then let it no more be held unlawful for them to govern,
or to be bishops. And if a prelate may do it, it is likely Christ

or his apostles might, and have done it ; for as we are to

preach in Christ's name, and not in any man's
; so it is likely

that we must rule in his name. But of this somewhat more
anon.

Yet still, it must be acknowledged, that in case of neces-

sity, where there are not more to be had, one man may un-

dertake the charge of more souls than he is able well to

oversee particularly. But then he must only undertake to

do what he can for them, and not to do all that a pastor or-

dinarily ought to do. And this is the case of some of us

that have greater parishes than we are able to take that

special heed to as their state requireth. I must profess for

my own part, I am so far from their boldness that dare ven-

ture on the sole government of a county, that I would not

for all England, have undertaken to have been one of the two

that should do all the pastoral work that God enjoineth to

that one parish where I live, had I not this to satisfy my
conscience, that through the church's necessities more cannot be

had, and therefore I must rather do what I can, than leave all

undone, because I cannot do all. But cases of unavoidable

necessity, are not to be the standing condition of the church
;

or at least, it is not desirable that it should so be. O happy
Church of Christ, were the labourers but able and faithful,

and proportioned in number to the number of souls
; so that

the pastors were so many, or the particular flocks or churches

so small, that we might be able to take heed to all the flocks.

Having told you these two things that are here im-

plied; I come next to the duty itself that is expressed. And
this taking heed to all the flock in general is, a very great
care of the whole and every part, with great watchfulness and

diligence in the use of all those holy actions and ordinances which

God hath required us to usefor their salvation.

More particularly : this work may be considered,—(1.) In

respect to the subject matter of it.—(2.) Its object.
—

(3.)
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The work itself, or the actions which we must perform.
—

(4.) The end which we must intend.

I shall begin with the last, as being first in our intention,

though last attained.

I. The ultimate end of our pastoral oversight, is that

which is the ultimate end of our whole lives
; even the pleasing

and glorifying of God, to which is connexed the glory of the

human nature also of Christ, and the glorification of his

church, and of ourselves in particular : and the nearer ends
of our office, are the sanctification and holy obedience of the

people of our charge ;
their unity, order, beauty, strength,

preservation and increase
;
and the right worshipping of

God, especially in the solemn assemblies. By which it is

manifest, that before a man is capable of being a true pastor
of a church, according to the mind of Christ, he must have
so high an estimation of these things, as to make them the

great and only end of his life.

1. That man therefore, that is not himself taken up with
the predominant love of God, and is not himself devoted to

him, and doth not devote to him all that he hath, and can do ;

that man that is not in the habit of pleasing God, and making
him^the centre of all his actions, and living to him as his

God and happiness : that is, that man that is not a sincere

Christian himself, is utterly unfit to be a pastor of a church.
And if we be not in a case of desperate necessity, the

church should not admit such, so far as they can discover

them. Though to inferior common works (as to teach the

languages, and some philosophy, to translate Scriptures, &c.)

they may be admitted. A man that is not heartily devoted
to God, and attached to his service and honour, will never

set heartily about the pastoral work: nor indeed can he pos-

sibly (while he remaineth such) do one part of that work,
no, nor of any other, nor speak one word in Christian since-

rity ;
for no man can be sincere in the means, that is not so

in his intentions of the end. A man must heartily love God
above all, before he can heartily serve him before all.

2. No man is fit to be a Minister of Christ that is not of
a public spirit as to the Church, and delighteth not in its

beauty, and longeth not for its felicity : as the good of the

Commonwealth must be the end of the magistrate, (his nearer

end,) so must the felicity of the Church be the end of the
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pastors of it. So that we must rejoice in her welfare, and

be willing to spend and be spent for her sake.

3. No man is fit to be a pastor of a church that doth not

set his heart on the life to come, and regard the matters of

everlasting life, above all the matters of this present life
;

and that is not sensible in some measure how much the ines-

timable riches of glory are to be preferred to the trifles of the

world. For he will never set his heart on the work of men's

salvation, that doth not heartily believe and value that sal-

vation.

4. He thatdelighteth not in holiness, hateth not iniquity,

loveth not the unity and purity of the church, and abhorreth

not discord and divisions; and taketh not pleasure in the

communion of saints, and the public worship of God with

his people, is not lit to be a pastor of a church : for none of

all these can have the true ends of a pastor, and therefore

cannot do the work. For of what necessity the end is to the

means, and in relations, is easily known.

II. The subject matter of the Ministerial work, is in ge-

neral, spiritual things, or matters that concern the pleasing of

God, and the salvation of our people. It is not about tem-

poral and transitory things. It is a vile usurpation of the

pope, and his prelates to assume the management of the tem-

poral sword, and immerse themselves in the businesses of the

world
;

to exercise the violent coercion of the magistrate,
when they should use only the spiritual weapons of Christ.

Our business is not to dispose of commonwealths, nor to

touch men's purses or persons by our penalties ;
but it con-

sisteth only in, these two things :

(1.) In revealing to men that happiness, or chief good,
which must be their ultimate end. (2.) In acquainting them
with the right means for the attainment of this end, and help-

ing them to use them, and hindering them from thecontrary.
1. It is the first and great work of the Ministers of Christ

to acquaint men with that God that made them, and is their

happiness : to open to them the treasures of his goodness,
and tell them of the glory that is in his presence, which all

his chosen people shall enjoy: that so by shewing men the

certainty and the excellency of the promised felicity, and
the perfect blessedness in the life to come, compared with

the vanities of this present life, we may turn the stream of
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their cogitations and affections, and bring them to a due con-

tempt of this world, and set them on seeking the durable

treasuer : and this is the work that we should lie at with

them night and day. Could we once get them right in re-

gard of the end, and set their hearts unfeignedly on God and

heaven, the chief part of the work were done
;
for all the

rest would undoubtedly follow.—Here we must diligently
shew them the vanity of their sensual felicity, and convince

them of the baseness of those pleasures which they prefer to

the delights of God.
2. Having shewed them the right end, our next work is

to acquaint them with the right means of attaining it. Where
the wrong way must be disgraced, the evil of all sin must be

manifested, and the danger that it hath brought us into, and

the hurt it hath already done us must be discovered. Then
we have the great Mystery of Redemption to disclose

;
the

person, natures, incarnation, perfection, life, miracles, suf-

ferings, death, burial, resurrection, ascension, glorification,

dominion, intercession of the blessed Son of God. As also

the tenor of his promises, the conditions imposed on us, the

duties which he hath commanded us, and the everlasting

torments, which he hath threatened to the final impenitent

neglecters of his grace. O what a treasury of his blessings
and graces, and the privileges of his saints have we to unfold !

What a blessed life of holiness and communion therein have

we to recommend to the sons of men! And yet how many
temptations, difficulties, and dangers to disclose, and assist

them against ! How many precious spiritual duties have we
to set them upon, and excite them to, and direct them in!

How many objections of flesh and blood, and cavils of vain

men have we to refute ! How much of our own corruptions
and sinful inclinations to discover and root out ! We have the

depth of God's bottomless love and mercy, the depth of the

mysteries of his designs, and works of creation, redemption,

providence, justification, adoption, sanctification, glorifica-
tion

;
the depth of Satan's temptations, and the depth of their

own hearts to disclose. In a word, we must teach them, as

much as we can, of the word and ivorks of God. O what two vo-
lumes are these for a minister to preach upon ! How great, how
excellent, how wonderful, howmysterious ! All Christians are

disciples or scholars of Christ; the church is his school,we are

VOL, XIV.
, G
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his ushers ;
the Bible is his grammar : this is that we must be

daily teaching them. The Papists would teach them without

book, lest they should learn heresies from the Word of truth ;

lest they learn falsehood from the Book of God, they must

only learn the books or words of their priests. But our business

is not to teach them without book, but to help them to un-

derstand this book of God. So much for the subject matter

of our work.

III. The Object of our pastoral care is, all thejlock: that

is, the church and every member of it. It is considered by
us, (1.) In the whole body or society. (2.) In the parts or

individual members.

1. Our first care must be about the whole : and there-

fore the first duties to be done are public duties, which are

done to the whole. As our people are bound to prefer pub-
lic duties before private, so are we much more. But this is

so commonly confessed, that I shall say no more of it.

2. But that which is less understood or considered of, is,

that all the flock, even each individual member of our charge
must be taken heed of, and watched over by us in our minis-

try. To which end it is to be presupposed necessary, that

(unless where absolute necessity forbiddeth it, through the

scarcity of pastors, and greatness of the flock,) we should

know every person that belongeth to our charge ; for how
can we take heed to them if we do not know them ? Or how
can we take that heed that belongeth to the special charge
that we have undertaken, if we know not who be of our

charge, and who not, though we know the persons? Our

obligation is not to all neighbour-churches, or to all strag-

glers, so great as it is to those whom we are set over. How
can we tell whom to exclude, till we know who are included?

Or how can we repel the accusations of the offended, that

tell us of the ungodly or defiled members of our churches,
when we know not who be members, and who not? Doubt-
less the bounds of our parish will not tell us, as long as

Papists, and some worse, do there inhabit. Nor will bare

hearing us certainly discover it, as long as those are used to

hear that are members of other churches, or of none at all.

Nor is mere participation of the Lord's-supper a sure note,

while strangers may be admitted, and many a member acci-
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dentally be kept off. Though much probability may be ga-

thered by these, or some of these, yet a fuller knowledge of

our charge is necessary where it may be had, and that must

be the fittest expression of consent, because it is consent

that is necessary to the relation.

All the flock being thus known, must afterward be taken

heed to. One would think all reasonable men should be

satisfied of that, and it should need no further proof. Doth

not a careful shepherd look after every individual sheep?
and a good schoolmaster look to every individual scholar,

both for instruction and correction? And a good physician
look after every particular patient ? And good commanders

look after every individual soldier? Why then should not

the teachers, the pastors, the physicians, the guides of the

churches of Christ take heed to every individual member of

their charge? Christ himself, the great and good Shepherd,
and Master of the church, that hath the whole to look after,

doth yet take care of every individual. In Luke xv. he tells

us, that he is as the Shepherd that " leaveth the ninety and

nine sheep in the wilderness, to seek after one that was

lost ;" or, as the " woman that lighteth a candle, and sweep-
eth the house, and searcheth diligently to find the one groat
that was lost; and having found it, doth rejoice, and call

her friends and neighbours to rejoice." And Christ telleth

us, that "even in heaven there is joy over one sinner that re-

penteth." The prophets are often sent to single men. Eze-
kiel is made a watchman over individuals

;
and must say to

the wicked,
" Thou shalt surely die." (Ezek. iii. 18—20.)

And Paul taught them "
publicly, and from house to house ;"

which was meant of his teaching particular families
;
for

even the public teaching was then in houses
; and publicly,

andfrom house to house, signify not the same thing. The
same Paul " warned every man, and taught every man, in

all wisdom, that he might present every man perfect in

Christ Jesus." (Col. i. 28.) Christ expoundeth his parables
to the twelve apart. Every man must " seek the law at the

mouth of the priest." (Mai. ii. 7.) We must give an ac-

count of our watching for the souls of all that are bound to

obey us. (Heb. xiii. 7.) Many more passages in Scripture
assure us that it is our duty to take heed of every individual

person in our flock. And many passages in the Ancient

Councils do plainly tell us, it was the practice of those times,
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till churches began to be crowded, and to swell so big that

they could not be guided as churches should be, when they
should rather have been multiplied, as the converts did in-

crease. But I will pass over all these, and mention only
one passage in Ignatius, (or whoever it was, I matter not

much, seeing it is but to prove what was then the custom of

the church,) ad Polycarp. llu/cvoTEpov avvaywyal ytviOojaav'

e£ ovofuiTog ttiivtuq frjra SsXsg Kai SsActc jurj vTreptjtyavH.
i. e.

' Let the assemblies be gathered, seek after (or inquire of)

all by name : despise not servant-men or maids.' You see

it was then taken for a duty to look after every member of

the flock by name
; though it were the meanest servant-man

or maid. The reasons of the necessity of this I shall pass
over now, because some of them will fall in when we come to

the duty of Catechising and personal Instruction in the end.

Object.
' But the congregation that I am set over is so

great that it is not possible for me to know them all, much
less to take heed of all individuals.'

Amw. 1. Is it necessity or not, that hath cast you upon
such a charge? If it be not, you excuse one sin with ano-

ther. How durst you undertake that which you knew your-
self unable to perform, when you were not forced to it? It

seems then you had some other ends in your undertaking,
and never intended to make it good, and be faithful to your
trust. But if you think that you were necessitated to it, I

must ask you, 1. Might not you possibly have procured
some assistance for so great a charge ? Have you done all

that you could with your friends and neighbours to get
maintenance for another to help you? 2. Have you not so

much maintenance yourself as might serve yourself and
another ? What though it will not serve to maintain you
in fulness? Is it not more reason that you should pinch

your flesh and family, than undertake a work that you can-

not do, and neglect the souls of so many men? I know it

will seem hard to some what I say ;
but to me it seems an

unquestionable thing : that if you have but an hundred

pounds a year, it is your duty to live upon part of it, and
allow the rest to a competent assistant, rather than the

flock that you are over should be neglected. If you say,
this is hard measure, your wife and children cannot so live.

I answer, (1.) Do not many families in your parish live on
less ? (2.) Have not many able ministers in the prelates'
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days been[glacTof ^kess, with liberty to preach the Gospel?
There are somejyet living (as I have heard) that have offered

the bishops to enter into bond to preach for nothing, so

they might but have the liberty to preach. (3.) If still you
say, that^you^cannotlive so nearly as poor people do, 1 fur-

ther ask, can your parishioners better endure damnation
than you can endure want and poverty? What ! do you
call yourselves ministers of the Gospel, and yet are the

souls of men so base in your eyes that you had rather they
did eternally perish, than yourselves and family should live

in a low and poor condition ? Nay, should you not rather

beg your bread, than put such a thing as men's salvation

upon a hazard or disadvantage 1 yea, or hazard the damna-
tion but of one soul ? O, sirs, it is a miserable thing when
men study and talk of heaven and hell, and the fewness of

the saved, and the difficulty of salvation, and are not all this

while in good sadness. If you were, you could never surely
stick at such matters as these, and let your people go to

damnation, that you might live at higher rates in the world?

Remember this, the next time you are preaching to them,
that they cannot be saved without knowledge, and hearken whe-

ther conscience do not conclude, It is likely they might be

brought to knowledge, if they had but diligent instruction and

exhortation privately, man by man ; and then were there ano-

ther minister to assist me, this might be done: and then
if'

I
would live nearly and deny myflesh, I might have an assistant :

and then it must conclude, Dare I let my people live in igno-

rance, which I myself have told them is damning, rather than

put myself andfamily to a little want ?

And I must further say, that indeed this poverty is not

so sad and dangerous a business as it is pretended to be.

So you have but food and raiment, must you not therewith

be content? and what would you have more than that which

may enable you for the work of God? And it is not purple
and fine linen, and faring deliciously every day, that you
must expect, as that which must content you.

" A man's
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things that he

possesseth." So your clothing be warm, and your food be

wholesome, you may as well be supported by it to do God
service, as if you had the fullest satisfaction to your flesh :

A patched coat may be warm, and bread and drink is whole-
some food. He that wanteth not these, hath but a cold ex-



86 gildas salvianus : [Chap. 2.

cuse to make for hazarding men's souls, that he may live on

a fuller diet in the world.

Object.
'
If this doctrine be received, then it will dis-

courage men from meddling with great places ;
and so all

cities, market-towns, and other great parishes will be left

desolate.'

Answ. It will discourage none but the carnal and self-

seeking, not those that thirst after the winning of souls, and

are wholly devoted to the service of God, and have taken

up the Cross, and follow Christ in self-denial. And for

others, they are so far from being good ministers, that they
are not his disciples or true Christians. Christ would not

forbear to tell the world of the absolute necessity of self-

denial and resigning up all, and bearing the Cross, and mor-

tifying the flesh, for fear of discouraging men from his ser-

vice
;
but contrarily telleth them, that he will have no other

servants but such, and those that will not come on those

terms, may go their ways, and take their course, and see

who will lose by it, and whether he do want more their ser-

vice, or they want his protection and favour.

Object.
' But I am not bound to go to a charge which I

cannot perform, and take a greater place, when I am fit but

for a less/

Answ. 1. If you would undertake it but for want of

maintenance, then it is not unfitness, but poverty that is

your discouragement ;
and that is no sufficient discourage-

ment. 2. We are all bound to dispose of ourselves to the

greatest advantage of the church, and to take that course

in which we may do God the greatest service ;
and we know

that he hath more work for us in greater congregations than

in lesser, and that the neglect of them would be the greatest

injury and danger to his church and interest; and therefore

we must not refuse, but choose the greatest work, though it

be accompanied with the greatest difficulties and suffering.

It must be done, why not by you as well as others ?

Object.
' But no man must undertake more than he can

do.'

Answ. I will add the rest of my inquiries, which will an-

swer this objection. 3. Would the maintenance of the

place serve two others, that have less necessity, or smaller

families than you ? If it will, try to get two such as may
accept it in your stead. 4. If this cannot be done, nor ad-
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dition be procured, and there be really so little that you
cannot have assistance, then these two things must be

done. (1.) You must take the charge with limitation, with

a profession of your insufficiency for the whole work, and

your undertaking only so much as you can do
;
and this

you do for the necessity of the place that cannot otherwise

be better supplied. (2.) You must not leave off the work

of personal oversight, nor refuse to deal particularly with

any, because you cannot do it with all ; but take this course

with as many as you are able
;
and withal put on godly

neighbours, and especially parents, and masters of families to

do the more. And thus doing what we can, will be accepted.
In the meantime, let us importune the Rulers of the com-

monwealth, for such a portion of maintenance to great

congregations, that they may have so many ministers to

watch over them, as may personally, as well as publicly in-

struct, and exhort them. It may please God at last to put
this into the hearts of governors, and to give them a love to

the prosperity of his church, and a conscience of their duty
for the promoting of men's salvation.

Some more of these objections we shall answer anon,

under the Uses. So much for the distribution of the work

of the Ministry, drawn from the object materially considered.

We are next to consider of it in reference to the several

Qualities of the object. And because we shall here speak
somewhat of the acts with the object, there will be the less

afterward to be said of them by themselves.

1. The first part of our Ministerial work lieth in bring-

ing unsound professors of the faith to sincerity, that they
who before were Christians in name and show, may be so

indeed. Though it belong not to us, as their pastors, to

convert professed infidels to the faith, because they cannot

be members of the church while they are professed infidels
;

yet doth it belong to us, as their pastors, to convert these

seeming Christians to sincerity, because such seeming
Christians may be visible members of our churches. And

though we be not absolutely certain that this or that man
in particular is unsound, and unsanctified, yet as long as we
have a certainty that many such are usually in the church,

and have too great probability that it is so with several in-

dividuals whom we can name, we have therefore ground
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enough to deal with them for their conversion. And if we
be certain by their notorious impiety that they are no Chris-

tians, and so to be rejected from the communion ofChristians ;

yea, if they were professed infidels, yet may we deal with

them for their conversion, though not as their pastors, yet
as ministers of the Gospel. So that upon these terms we

may well conclude that, the work of Conversion is the great

thing that we must first drive at, and labour with all our

might to effect.

Alas ! the misery of the unconverted is so great, that it

calleth loudest to us for our compassion ! If a truly con-

verted sinner do fall, it will be but into sin, which will surely
be pardoned, and he is not in that hazard of damnation by
it as others be. Not, as some unjustly accuse us to say,

that God hateth not their sins as well as others, or that he

will bring them to heaven let them live never so wickedly ;

but the Spirit, that is within them, will not let them Jive

wickedly, nor to sin as the ungodly do
;
but they hate sin

habitually, when through temptation they commit it actu-

ally ;
and as they have a general repentance for all, so have

they a particular repentance for all that is known
;
and they

usually know all that is gross and much more, and they
have no iniquity that hath dominion over them. But with

the unconverted it is far otherwise: they are in the gall of

bitterness and bond of iniquity, and have yet no part nor

fellowship in the pardon of their sins, or the hopes of glory.
We have therefore a work of greater necessity to do for

them, even " to open their eyes, and turn them from dark-

ness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God
; that

they may receive forgiveness of sin, and inheritance among
the sanctified by faith in Christ." (Acts xxvi. 18.) To
soften and open their hearts to the entertainment of " the

truth, if God, peradventure, will give them repentance to the

acknowledging of it, that they may escape out of the snare

of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will." (2

Tim. ii. 25.) That so "
they may be converted, and their

sins may be forgiven them.'"' (Mark iv. 12.) He that seeth

one man sick of a mortal disease, and another only pained
with the toothach, will be moved more to compassionate
the former, than the latter, and will surely make more haste

to help him, though he were a stranger, and the other a son.

It is so sad a case to see men in a state of damnation.
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wherein if they should die they are remedilessly lost, that

methinks we should not be able to let them alone, either in

public or private, whatever other work we have to do. I

confess, I am forced frequently to neglect that which should

tend to the further increase of knowledge in the godly, and

maybe called stronger meat, because of the lamentable neces-

sity of the unconverted. Who is able to talk ofcontroversies,

or nice unnecessary points, yea, or truths of a lower degree of

necessity, how excellent soever, while he seeth a company of

ignorant, carnal, miserable sinners before his face, that must
be changed or damned ? Methinks I even see them entering

upon their final woe! Methinks I even hear them crying out

for help, and speediest help. Their misery speaks the louder,

because they have not hearts to seek, or ask for help them-

selves. Many a time have I known, that I had some hearers of

higher fancies, that looked for rarities, and were addicted to

despise the ministry, if he told them not somewhat more than

ordinary ;
and yet I could not find in my heart to turn from

the observation of the necessities of the impenitent, for the

humouring of these, nor to leave speaking to the apparently
miserable for their salvation, to speak to such novelists

; no
nor so much as otherwise should be done, to the weak for

their confirmation, and increase in grace. Methinks as

Paul's spirit was stirred within him, when he saw the Athe-
nians so addicted to idolatry, so it should cast us into one
of his paroxysms, to see so many men in great probability
of being everlastingly undone; and if by faith we did in-

deed look upon them as within a step of hell, it should
more effectually untie our tongues, than they tell us that
Croesus' danger did his son's. He thatwill let a sinner go to

hell for want of speaking to him, doth set less by souls than
the Redeemer of souls did, and less by his neighbour than
rational charity will allow him to do by his greatest enemy.
O, therefore, brethren, whomsoever you neglect, neglect
not the most miserable ! Whoever you pass over, forget
not poor souls that are under the condemnation and curse
of the law, and may look every hour for the infernal execu-

tion, if a speedy change do not prevent it. O call after the

impenitent, and ply this great work of converting souls,
whatever else you leave undone !

2. The next part of the Ministerial work, is for the build-

ing up of those that are already truly converted. And ac-
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cording to the various states of these, the work is various.

In general, as the persons are either such as are young and

weak, or such as are in danger of growing worse, or such as

are already declining, so our work is all reducible to these

particulars, Confirmation, Progress, Preservation and Resto-

ration.

(1.) We have many of our flock that are young and

weak ; though of long standing, yet of small proficiency or

strength. And indeed it is the most common condition of

the godly : most of them stick in weak and low degrees of

grace ;
and it is no easy matter to get them higher. To

bring them to higher and stricter opinions, is very easy ;

that is, to bring them from the truth into error, on the right
hand as well as on the left : but to increase their knowledge
and gifts is not easy ;

but to increase their graces is the

hardest of all. It is a very troublesome thing to be weak :

it exposeth us to many dangers, it abateth consolation, and

delight in God, and taketh off the sweetness of his ways, and

maketh us go to work with too much backwardness, and
come off with little peace or profit. It maketh us less ser-

viceable to God and man, to bring less honour to our Master
and profession, and do less good to all about us. We find

but small benefit by the means we use ; we too easily play
with the serpent's baits, and are ensnared by his wiles. A
seducer will easily make us shake, and evil may be made ap-

pear to us as good, truth as falsehood, sin as a duty, and so

on the contrary. We are less able to resist and stand in an en-

counter ;
we sooner fall

;
we rise with greater difficulty ;

and are apt to prove a scandal and reproach to our profes-
sion. We know less of ourselves, and are more apt to be

mistaken in our own estate, not observing corruptions when

they have got advantage, we are dishonourable to the Gos-

pel by our very weakness, and little useful to any about us
;

and, in a word, though we live to less profit to ourselves or

others, yet are we unwilling and unready to die.

Seeing the case of weakness is comparatively so sad, how

diligent should we be to cherish and increase their grace !

The strength of Christians is the honour of the church.

When men are inflamed with the love of God, and live by a

lively, working faith, and set light by the profits and honours

of the world, and love one another with a pure heart fer-

vently, and can bear and heartily forgive a wrong and suffer
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joyfully for the cause of Christ, and study to do good, and

walk inoffensively and harmlessly in the world, as ready to

be servants of all men for their good, becoming all things to

all men to win them, and yet abstaining from the ap-

pearances of evil, and seasoning all their actions with a

sweet mixture of prudence, humility, zeal, and heavenly spi-

rituality ;
O what an honour are such to their profession !

What ornaments to the church ;
and how excellently ser-

viceable to God and man ! Men would sooner believe that

the Gospel is indeed a word of truth and power, if they could

see more such effects of it upon the hearts and lives of men.

The world is better able to read the nature of Religion in a

man's life than in the Bible. They that obey not the word,

may be won by the conversation of such. It is therefore a

necessary part of our work, to labour more in polishing and

perfecting of the saints, that they may be strong in the Lord,

and fitted for their Master's use.

(2.) Another sort of Converts that need our special help,

are those that labour under some particular distemper, which

keeps under their graces, and makes them temptations and

troubles to others, and a burden to themselves. For, alas !

too many such there are ! Some that are especially addicted

to pride, and some to worldliness, and some to this or that

sensual desire
;
and many to frowardness and disturbing

passions. It is our duty to set in for the assistance of all

these, and partly by dissuasions and clear discoveries of the

odiousness of the sin, and partly by suitable directions about
the way of remedy, to help them to a conquest of their cor-

ruptions. We are leaders of Christ's army against the powers
of darkness, and must resist all the works of darkness where-
ever we find them, though it be in the children of light. We
must be no more tender of the sins of the godly than the

ungodly, nor any more befriend them or favour them. By
how much more we love the persons above others, by so

much the more we must express it in the opposition of their

sin. And yet must look to meet with some tender persons
here, especially when iniquity hath got any head, and made
a party ;

and many have fallen in love with it : they will be
as pettish and impatient of a reproof as some who are worse,
and interest piety itself into their faults, and say that a mi-
nister that preacheth against them, doth preach against the

godly :—A most heinous crime this, to make God and god-
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liness accessory to their sins. But the ministers of Christ

must do their duty, for all men's peevishness ;
and must not

so far hate their brother, as to forbear the plain rebuke of

him, or suffer sin to lie upon his soul. Though it must be

done with much prudence, yet done it must be.

(3.) Another sort that our work is about, are declining-

Christians, that are either fallen into some scandalous sin,

or else abate their zeal and diligence, and shew us that they
have lost their former love ! As the case of backsliders is

very sad, so our diligence must be great for their recovery.
It is sad to them to lose so much of their life, and peace, and

serviceableness to God
;
and to become so serviceable to

Satan and his cause ! It is sad to us to see that all our la-

bour is come to this, and that when we have taken so much

pains with men, and had so much hopes of them, all should

be so far frustrated. It is saddest of all to think that God
should be so abused by those that he hath loved, and done

so much for ;
and that the enemy should get such advantage

upon his graces, and that Christ should be so wounded in

the house of his friends, the name of God evil spoken of

among the wicked through such, and all that fear God should

be reproached for their sakes. Besides, partial backsliding
hath a natural tendency to total apostacy, and would effect

it, if special grace prevent it not. The sadder the case of

such Christians is, the more lieth upon us for their effectual

recovery,
" to restore those that are but overtaken with a

fault by the spirit of meekness," (Gal. vi. 1, 2,) and yet to

see that the sore be throughly searched and healed, and the

joint be well set again, what pain soever it cost; and espe-

cially to look to the honour of the Gospel, and to see that

they rise by such free and full confessions and significations

of true repentance, that some reparation be thereby made
to the church, and their holy profession, for the wound of

dishonour that they had given it by their sin. Much skill

is required to the restoring of such a soul.

(4.) Another part of our Ministerial work is about those

that are fallen under some great temptation. Much of our

assistance is needful to our people in such a case
;
and there-

fore every minister should be a man that hath much insight
into the tempter's wiles. We should know the variety of

them, and the cunning craft of all Satan's instruments that

lie in wait to deceive, and the methods, and devices of the



Chap. 2.] THE REFORMED PASTOR. 93

grand deceiver. Some of our people lie under temptations
to error and heresy, especially the young, unsettled and most
self-conceited ; and those that are most conversant and fa-

miliar with seducers. Young, unsettled Christians are com-

monly of their mind that have most interest in their esteem,
and most opportunity of familiar talk to draw them into their

way. And as they are tender, so deceivers want not the

sparks of zeal, to set them in a flame. A zeal for error and

opinions of our own, is natural and easily kindled and kept
alive : but it is far otherwise with the spiritual zeal for God.
O what a deal of holy prudence and industry is necessary in

a Pastor to preserve the flock from being tainted with he-

resies, and falling into noxious conceits and practice ;
and

especially to keep them in unity and concord, and hinder

the rising or increase of divisions. If there be not a notable

conjunction of all accomplishments, and a skilful improve-
ment of parts and interests, it will hardly be done

; espe-

cially in such times as ours, when the sign is in the head,

and the disease is epidemical. If we do not publicly main-

tain the credit of our ministry, and second it by unblamable
and exemplary lives, and privately meet with seducers, and

shame them
;

if we be not able to manifest their folly, and

follow not close our staggering people before they fall, how

quickly may we give great advantage to the enemy, and let

in such an inundation of sin and calamity, that will not ea-

sily be again cast out.

Others lie under a temptation to worldlymindedness ;
and

others to gluttony or drunkenness
;
and others to unclean-

ness : some to one sin, and some to another. A faithful

pastor therefore should have his eye upon them all, and la-

bour to be acquainted with their natural temperament, and

also with their occasions and affairs in the world, and the

company that they live or converse with, that so he may
know where their temptations lie

;
and then speedily, pru-

dently, and diligently help them.

(5.) Another part of our Work is to comfort the discon-

solate, and to settle the peace of our people's souls, and that

on sure and lasting ground. To which end, the quality of

the complainants, and the course of their lives had need to

be known
;
for all people must have the like consolations that

have the like complaints. But of this I have spoken already

elsewhere; and there is so much said by many, especially
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Mr. Bolton in his " Instructions for Right Comforting," that

I shall say no more.

(6.) The rest of our Ministerial work is upon those that

are yet strong ;
for they also have need of our assistance ;

partly to prevent their temptations and declinings, and pre-
serve the grace they have

; partly to help them for a further

progress and increase
;
and partly to direct them in the im-

proving of their strength for the service of Christ, and the

assistance of their brethren. As also to encourage them,

especially the aged, the tempted and afflicted, to hold on,

and to persevere that they may obtain the crown. All these

are the objects of the Ministerial work, and in respect to all

these, we must take heed to all the flock,

IV. Having done with our Work in respect to its objects,

1 am next to speak of the acts themselves. But of this I shall

be very brief.

1. One part of our work, and that the most excellent,

because ittendeth to work on many, is the Public preaching
of the Word. A work that requireth greater skill, and espe-

cially greater life and zeal than any of us bring to it. It is

no small matter to stand up in the face of a congregation,
and deliver a message of salvation or damnation, as from the

living God, in the name of our Redeemer. It is no easy
matter to speak so plain, that the ignorant may understand

us ; and so seriously, that the deadest hearts may feel us
;

and so convincingly, that contradicting cavillers may be

silenced. I know it is a great dispute whether preaching be

proper to the ministers or not ? The decision seems not very
difficult. Preaching to a congregation as their ordinary

teacher, is proper to a minister in office
;
and preaching to

the unbelieving world, Jews, Mahometans or Pagans, as one

that hath given up himself to that work, and is separated and
set apart to it, is proper to a minister in office

;
but preach-

ing to a church, and infidels occasionally, as an act of charity,

extraordinarily, or upon special call to that act, may be com-
mon to others. The governor of a church, when he cannot

preach himself, may in a case of necessity appoint a private

man,
'

pro tempore,' to do it, who is able, as Mr. Thorndike
hath shewed. But no private man may obtrude, without his

consent who by his office is the guide and pastor of that

church. And a master of a family may preach to his own
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family, and a schoolmaster to his scholars, and any man to

those whom he is obliged to teach ; so that he goes not be-

yond his ability, and do it in a due subordination to church-

teaching, and not in the way of opposition and division. A
man that is not of the trade, may do some one act of a trades-

man in a corporation for his own use, or family, or friend
;

but he may not separate himself to it, or set it up, and make it

his profession, nor live upon it, unless he had been an ap-

prentice, and were free. For though one man of ten thousand

may do it of himself, as well as he that hath served an appren-

ticeship, yet it is not to be presumed that it is ordinarily so :

and the standing rule must not bend to rarities and extraor-

dinaries, lest it undo all
; for that which is extraordinary and

rare in such cases, the law doth look upon as a ' non ens.' But

the best way to silence such usurping teachers, is for those

to whom it belongeth, to do it themselves so diligently, that

the people may not have need to go a begging ;
and to do it

judiciously, and affectingly, that a plain difference may ap-

pear between them and usurpers, and that other men's works

may be shamed by theirs
;
and also by the adding of holy

lives and unwearied diligence to high abilities, to keep up
the reputation of their sacred office, that neither seducers,

nor tempted ones may fetch matter of temptation from our

blemishes or neglects.
2. Another part of our Pastoral work is to administer the

holy Mysteries, or seals of God's covenant, Baptism, and the

Lord's-supper. This also is claimed by private usurpers :

but I will not stand to discuss their claim. A great fault it

is among ourselves, that some are so careless in the manner,
and others do reform that with a total neglect ;

and others do

lay such a stress on circumstances, and make them a matter

of so much contention, even in that ordinance where union

and communion is so professed.
3. Another part of our Work is to guide our people, and be

as theirmouth in the Public prayers of the church, and the Pub-

licpraisesofGod: as also to bless them in the name of the Lord.

This sacredotal part of the work is not the least, nor to be so

much thrust into a corner as by too many of us it is. A great

part of God's service in the church-assemblies, was wont in all

ages of the church till of late, to consist in public praises and
eucharistical acts in holy communion : and the Lord's-day was
still kept as a day of thanksgiving, in the hymns, and common
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rejoicings of the faithful, in special commemoration of the

work of Redemption, and the happy condition of the Gospel-
church. I am as apprehensive of the necessity of Preaching
as some others : but yet methinks, the solemn praises of God
should take up much more of the Lord's-day than in most

places they do. And methinks, they that are for the mag-
nifying of Gospel-privileges, and for a life of love and hea-

venly joys, should be of my mind in this
;
and their worship

should be Evangelical as well as their doctrine pretendeth
to be.

4. Another part of the Ministerial work, is to have a spe-
cial care and oversight of each member of the flock. The

parts whereof are these that follow :
—

(1.) We must labour to be acquainted with the state of

all our people as fully as we can
;
both to know the persons,

and their inclinations and conversation
;
to know what are

the sins that they are most in danger of, and what duties they

neglect for the matter or manner, and what temptations they
are most liable to. For if we know not the temperament or

disease, we are likely to prove but unsuccessful physicians.

(2.) We must use all the means we can to instruct the

ignorant in the matters of their salvation
; by our own most

plain familiar words
; by giving, or lending, or otherwise

helping them to books that are fit for them : by persuading
them to learn catechisms

;
and those that cannot read, to get

help of their neighbours ;
and to persuade their neighbours

to afford them help, who have best opportunities thereto.

(3.) We must be ready to give advice to those that come
to us with cases of Conscience, especially the great case

which the Jews put to Peter, and the jailor to Paul and Silas,
" What must we do to be saved?" A minister is not only
for public preaching, but to be a known counsellor for their

sOuls, as the lawyer is for their estates, and the physician for

their bodies : so that each man that is in doubts and straits,

should bring his case to him and desire resolution. Not that

a minister should be troubled with every small matter, which

judicious neighbours can give them advice in as well as he,

no more than a lawyer or physician should be troubled for

every trifle or familiar case, where others can tell them as

much as they : but as when their estate, or life is in danger

they will go to these; so when-their souls are in danger, they

should go to ministers : as Nicodemus came to Christ, and
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as was usual with fhe people to go to the priest, whose lips

must preserve knowledge, and at whose mouth they must ask

the law, because he is the messenger of the Lord of Hosts.

And because the people are grown unacquainted with the

office of the Ministry, and their own necessity and duty

herein, it belonged) to us to acquaint them herewith, and to

press them publicly to come to us for advice in such cases

of great concernment to their souls. We must not only be

willing of the trouble, but draw it upon ourselves by inviting

them hereto. What abundance of good might we do, could

we but bring our people to this ! And doubtless much might
be done in it, if we did our duty. How few have I ever

heard that heartily pressed their people to their duty in this !

A sad case, that people's souls should be so injured and ha-

zarded, by the total neglect of so great a duty, and ministers

scarcely ever tell them of it, and awaken them to it; were they

but duly sensible of the need and weight of this, you would

have them more frequently knocking at your doors, opening
their cases to you, making their sad complaints, and begging

your advice. I beseech you put them more on this for the

future, and perform it carefully when they seek your help.

To this end it is very necessary that we be acquainted with

practical cases, and especially that we be acquainted with the

nature of true grace, and able to assist them in trying their

states, and resolve the main question that concerns their

everlasting life or death. One word of seasonable and pru-
dent advice given by a minister to persons in necessity, hath

done that good that many sermons would not have done.

(4.) We must also have a special eye upon Families, to

see that they be well ordered, and the duties of each relation

performed. The life of religion, and the welfare and glory

of church and state, depending much on Family-government
and duty. If we suffer the neglect of this, we undo all.

What are we like to do ourselves to the reforming of a con

gregation, if all the work be cast on us alone, and masters of

families will let fall that necessary duty of their own, by
which they are bound to help us ! If any good be begun by
the ministry in any soul in a family, a careless, prayerless,

worldly family is almost sure to stifle it, or at least very much
hinder it. Whereas, if you could but get the rulers of fami-

lies to do their part, and take up the work where you left it,

VOL. XIV. h



08 gildas salvianus : [Chap. 2.

and help it on, what abundance of good might be done ! I

beseech you, therefore, do all that you can to promote this

business, as ever you desire the true reformation and welfare

of your parishes! To which end let these things following

be performed :
—

[1.] Get certain information how each fa-

mily is ordered, and how God is worshipped in them ;
that

you may know how to proceed in your carefulness for their

further good. [2.] Go now and then among them when they

are like to be most at leisure, and ask the master of the fa-

mily whether he pray with them, or read the Scriptures, or

what he doth? And labour to convince the neglecters of

their sin. And if you have opportunity, pray with them be-

fore you go, and give them an example, what you would

have them do, and how
;
and get a promise of them that they

will be more conscientious therein for the future. [3.] If

you find any unable to pray in tolerable expressions, through

ignorance and disuse, persuade them to study their own

wants, and get their hearts affected with them, and so go often

to those neighbours who use to pray, that they may learn,

and in the meantime persuade them to use a form of prayer
rather than none. Only tell them, that it is their sin and

shame that they have lived so negligently, as to be now so

unacquainted with their own necessities, and not know how
to speak to God in prayer, when every beggar can find words

to ask an alms; and therefore tell them that this form is but

for necessity, as a crutch to a cripple, while they cannot do

as well without it: but they must not resolve to take up
there, but to learn to do better as soon as they can, seeing

prayer should come from the feeling of the heart, and be

varied both according to our necessities and observations.

Yet it is necessary for most of those that have not been

brought up where prayer hath been used, that they begin at

first with a form, because they will else be able to do nothing
at all, and in sense of their disability will wholly neglect the

duty, though they desire to perform it. For many persons
can mutter out some honest requests in secret, that be not

able before others to speak tolerable sense. And I will not

be one of them that had rather the duty were wholly ne-

glected, or profaned and made contemptible, than encourage
them to the use of a form, either recited by memory or read.

[4.] See that they have some profitable, moving book (beside
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the Bible) in each family : if they have not, persuade them
to buy some of small price, and great use

; such as Mr.

Whately's
"
New-Birth," and Dod on the Commandments,

or some smaller, moving Sermons. If they be not able to

buy them, give them some if you can : if you cannot, get
some gentlemen, or other rich persons that are willing to

good works to do it
;
and engage them to read them at night

when they have leisure, and especially on the Lord's-day.

[5.] By all means persuade them to procure all their children

to learn to read English. [6.] .Direct them how to spend
the Lord's-day ;

how to dispatch their worldly businesses, so

as to prevent incumbrances and distractions
;
and when they

have been at the assembly, how to spend the time in their

families. The life of religion lieth much on this, because

poor people have no other free considerable time
;
and there-

fore if they lose this, they lose all, and will remain ignorant
and brutish. Especially, persuade them to these two things:
If they cannot repeat the sermon, or otherwise spend the

time profitably at home, that they take their family with

them, and go to some godly neighbour that spends it better,

that by joining with them they may have the better help :

That the master of the family will every Lord's-day at night,
cause all his family to repeat the Catechism to him, and give
him some account of what they have learned in public that

day. [7.] If there be any in the family that are known to

be unruly, give the ruler a special charge concerning them,
and make them understand what a sin it is to connive at, and

tolerate them. Neglect not therefore this necessary part of

your work. Get masters of families to their duties, and they
will spare you a great deal of labour with the rest, or further

much the success of your labours. If a captain can get his

lieutenant, cornet, and other inferior officers to their duties,

he may rule the soldiers with less trouble, than if all should

lie upon his hands alone. You are likely to see no general
reformation till you procure family-reformation. Some little

obscure religion there may be in here and there one ; but
while it sticks in single persons, and is not promoted by
these societies, it doth not prosper, nor promise much for

future increase.

(5.) Another part of the work of our private oversight
consisteth in a vigilant opposing of seducers, and seeking to

prevent the infection of our flock, and speedy reclaiming
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those that begin to itch after strange teachers, and turn into

crooked paths. When we hear of any one that lies under

the influence of their temptations, or that is already deceived

by them, we must speedily with all our skill and diligence
make out for their relief. The means I shall shew in the Di-

rections in the end.

(6.) Another part of this oversight lieth in the due encou-

ragement of those that are humble, upright, obedient Chris-

tians, and profit by our teaching, and are an honour to their

profession. We must in the eyes of all the flock put some

difference between them and the rest by our praises, and

more special familiarity, and other testimonies of our appro-

bation, and rejoicing over them
;
that so we may both encou-

rage them, and incite others to imitate them. God's graces
are amiable and honourable in all, even in the poorest of the

flock, as well as in pastors ;
and the smallest degrees must

be cherished and encouraged ;
but the highest more openly

honoured and propounded to imitation. They that have

slighted or vilified the most gracious, because they were of

the laity, while they claimed to themselves the honour of

the clergy, though adorned with little or none of that grace,

as they shewed themselves to be proud and carnal, so did

they take the next way to debase themselves by self-exalta-

tion, and to bring the office itself into contempt. For if

there be no honour due to the real sanctity of a Christian,

much less to the relative sanctity of a pastor: and he that

vilifieth the person, cannot well plead for the honouring of

robes and empty titles : nor can he expect that his people
should give him the honour of a pastor, if he will not give
them the love and honour that is due to Christians, and the

members of Christ. As the orator said to Domitius,
' Cur

ego te habeam ut principem, cum tu me non habeas ut sena-

torem.' It was an unchristian course therefore, which our late

Prelates and their agents took, who discountenanced none
so much as the most godly, whom they should have rejoiced

in, and encouraged ;
and made them not only the common

scorn, but also the objects of their persecuting rage, as if

they had fed their flock for the butcher, and called them out

for suffering as they came to maturity. This vilifying and

persecuting the most diligent of the flock, was neither the

note of Christian shepherds, nor the way to be so esteemed.

As Jerom saith,
" Quid de Episcopis, qui verberibus timeri
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volunt, canones dicant, bene fraternitas vestra novit. Pas"
tores enim facti sumus, non percussores. Egregius prsedi-
cator dixit; Argue, obsecra, increpa in omni patientia etdoc-

trina : novavero atque inaudita est ilia praedieatio, qute ver-

beribus exigitfidem." Much more might he have said,
'

quse
verberibus castigat pietatem.'

(7.) Another part of our oversight lieth in Visiting the

Sick, and helping them to prepare either for a fruitful life, or

a happy death. Though this be the business of all our life

and theirs, yet doth it at such a season require extraordinary
care both of them and us. When time is almost gone, and

they must be now or never reconciled to God, and possessed
of his grace, O how doth it concern them to redeem those

hours, and lay hold upon eternal life ! And when we see that

we are likely to have but a few days or hours more to speak
to them, in order to their endless state, what man that is not

an infidel or a block, would not be with them, and do all

that he can for their salvation in that short space !

Will it not awaken us to compassion to look upon a lan-

guishing man, and to think that within a few days his soul

will be in heaven or hell? Surely it will much try the faith

and seriousness of ministers and others, to be about dying
men ! They will have much opportunity to discern whether

they are themselves in good sadness, about the matters of

the life to come. So great is the change that is made by
death, that it should awaken us to the greatest sensibility, to

see a man so near it, and should provoke us in the deepest

pangs of compassion, to do the office of inferior angels for

the soul before it is departed from the flesh, that it may be

ready for the convoy of superior angels, to transmit it to the

prepared glory when it is removed from sin and misery.
When a man is almost at his journey's end, and the next

step puts him into heaven or hell, it is time for us to help him
if we can, while there is hope. As Bernard saith, The death

of the righteous is
" bona propter requiem, melior propter

novitatem, optima propter securitatem : sed mors peccato-
rum est mala in mundi amissione, pejor in carnis separatione,

pessima in vermis ignisque duplici contritione." Could they
have any hope that it would be their ' ultima linea rerum,'
and that they have no more to suffer when that dismal day
is past, they might have such abatements of their terror to
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die as brutes, who fear no sorrow after death. But it is so far

otherwise, that death itself is the smallest matter that they
need to care for :

' Sed moriendo quo ire cogantur, ut Au-

gust.' It is not the '

prima mors quae animam pellit violen-

ter e corpore,' that is the most terrible,
' sed secunda quaB

animam nolentem tenent in corpore, inquit, Idem.'

And as their present necessity should move us to take

that opportunity for their good, so should the advantage
that sickness and the foresight of death affordeth. There

are few of the stoutest hearts but will hear us on their death-

bed, that scorned us before. They will then let fall their

fury, and be as tame as lambs, that were before as untractable

as wasps or madmen : a man may speak to them then, that

could not before. T find not one of ten of the most obsti-

nate, scornful wretches in the parish, but when they come to

die, will humble themselves
;
confess their fault, and seem

penitent, and promise, if they should recover, to do so no

more. If the very Meditations of Death be so effectual in

the time of health, that it is, saith Augustinus,
"
quasi Cla-

vis carnis omnes motus superbias ligno crucis afngens," (1. 2.

de Doct. Christ.), much more when it comes in, as it were,

at the window, and looks men in the face. Cyprian saith to

those in health,
"
Qui se quotidie recordatur moriturum esse,

contemnit prcesentia, etad futurafestinat:" much more "qui
sentit se statim moriturum. Nil ita revocata. peccato," saith

Austin,
"
quamfrequens mortis meditatio." O how resolvedly

will the worst of them seem to cast away their sins, and

promise a reformation, and cry out of their folly, and of the

vanity of this world, when they see that death is in good ear-

nest with them, and away they must without delay ! Perhaps

you will say, that these forced changes are not cordial, and
therefore we have no great hope of doing them any saving

good. I confess it is very common to be frightened into inef-

fectual purposes, but not so common to be at such a season

converted to fixed resolutions : and as Austin saith,
" Non

potest male mori, qui bene vixerit
;

et vix bene moritur, qui
male vixit." Yet '

vix' and '

nunquam' are not all one : It

should make both them and us the more diligent in the time

of health, because it is
'
vix :' but yet we should bestir us at

the last, in the use of the last remedies, because it is not
*

nunquam.'
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And it will not-be unuseful to ourselves, to read such lec-

tures of our own mortality : it is better to go to the house

of mourning, than to the house of feasting ;
for it tendeth to

make the heart better, when we see the end of all the living,

and what it is that the world will do for those that sell their

salvation for it. When we see that it will be our own case,

and there is no escape ;

'

(Scilicit omne sacrum mors importuna prophanat,
Omnibus obscuras injicit ilia manus.)'

it will make us talk to ourselves in Bernard's language,
"
Quare, O miser, non omni hora ad mortem te disponis ?

Cogita te jam mortuum, quem scis necessitate moriturum :

distingue qualiter oculi vertentur in capite, venae rumpentur
in corpore, et cor scindetur dolore.'' When we see that (as

he saith) death spareth none :

"
inopiae non miseretur, non

reveretur divitias; non sapiential, non moribus, non setati

denique parcit; nisi quod senibus mors est in januis, juve-
nibus vero in insidiis ;'' it will excite us the better to consider

the use of faith and holiness
;
that it is not to put by death,

but to put by hell : not that we may not die as certainly as

others, but that we may die better, and be certainly happy
after death.

Because I do not intend a Directory for the whole Minis-

terial work, I will not stand to tell you particularly what

must be done for men in that last extremity ;
but only choose

out these three or four things to remember you of: passing

by all the rest.

[1.] Stay not till strength and understanding be gone,
and the time so short that you scarcely know what you do

;
but

go to them as soon as you hear that they are sick, whether

they send for you or not.

[2.] When the time is so short, that there is no oppor-

tunity to endeavour the change of their hearts in that distinct

way, as is usual with others, nor to press truths upon them

in such order, and stay the working of it by degrees, we
must therefore be sure to ply the main, and dwell upon those

truths which must do the great work : shewing them the

certainty and glory of the life to come, and the way by which

it was purchased for us, and the great sin and folly of their

neglecting it in time of health
;
but yet the possibility that

remaineth of obtaining it, if they do but close with it hear-

tily as their happiness, and with the Lord Jesus, as the way
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thereto ; abhorring themselves for their former evil, and now

unfeignedly resigning themselves up to Him to be justified,

sanctified, ruled and saved. Three things must be chiefly

insisted on.— 1. The end: the certainty and greatness of the

glory of the saints in the presence of God, that so their hearts

may be set upon it. 2. The sufficiency and necessity of the

redemption by Jesus Christ
;
and the fulness of the Spirit,

which we may, and must be made partakers of. This is the

principal way to the end, and the nearer end itself. 3. The

necessity and nature of faith, repentance and resolutions for

new obedience according as there shall be opportunity. This

is the subservient way, or the means that on our part, must

be performed.

[3.] Labour, upon conviction and deliberation to engage
them by solemn promise to Christ, and new obedience ac-

cording to their opportunity; especially if you see any like-

lihood of their recovery.

[4.] If they do recover, be sure to mind them of their

promises. Go to them purposely to set it home, and reduce

them into performance. And whenever after you see them

remiss, go to them then, and remind them of what they for-

merly said. And because it is of such use to them that re-

cover (and hath been a means of the conversion of many a

soul), it is very necessary, that you go to tliem whose sick-

ness is not mortal, as well as to them that are nearer death ;

and so we may have some advantage to move them to re-

pentance, and engage them to newness of life
;
and may af-

terward have this to plead against their sins. As a bishop
of Colen is said by iEneas Silvius to have answered the

emperor Sigismund, when he asked him, what was the way
to be saved

;
that '

lie must be what he purposed or pro-
mised to be, when he was last troubled with the stone or

gout:' so may we hereafter answer these.

(8.) Another part of our Ministerial oversight consisteth

in the right comforting the consciences of the troubled,
and settling our people in a well-grounded peace. But this

I have spoken of elsewhere, and others have done it more at

large.

(9.) Another part of this oversight consists in reproving
and admonishing those that live offensively, or irnpenitently,
and receiving the information of those that have admonished
them more privately in vain. Before we bring such matters
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to the congregation, or to a representative church, it is or-

dinarily most fit for the minister to try himself what he can
do more privately to bow the sinner to repentance, especi-

ally if it be not a public crime. A great deal of skill is here

required, and difference must be made, according to the va-

rious tempers of offenders; but with the most it will be

necessary to begin with the greatest plainness and power, in

order to shake their careless hearts, and make them see

what it is to dally with sin
;
to let them know the evil of it,

and its sad effects, and the unkindness, unreasonableness,

unprofitableness, and other aggravations ;
and what it is

they do against God and themselves. For the matter, the

following directions may be applied.

(10.) The next part of our oversight lies in the use of

Church-discipline ;
and this consisteth after the aforesaid

private reproofs.
—In more public reproof.

—
Persuading the

person to meet expressions of repentance.—Praying for

them.—Restoring the penitent.
—

Excluding and avoiding
the impenitent.

—
[1.] And for reproof, these things must be

observed : That the accusations of none, no, not the best in

the church be taken without proof, nor rashly entertained
;

nor that a minister should make himself a party before he
have a sufficient evidence of the case. It is better let many
vicious persons go unpunished, or uncensured, when we
want sufficient evidence, than to censure one unjustly ;

which we may easily do, if we will go upon too bold pre-

sumptions ; and then it will bring upon the pastors the scan-
dal of partiality, and unrighteous and injurious dealing, and
make all their reproofs and censures contemptible.

—
[2.]

Let there be therefore, a less public meeting of chosen per-
sons (as the officers and some delegates of the church on
their behalf) to have the hearing of all such cases before

they be made more public : Once a month, at a set place,

they may come together to receive what charge shall be

brought against any member of the church, that it may be
considered whether it be just, and the offender may be dealt

with then first : and if the fault be either less public or less

heinous, so that a less public profession of repentance may
satisfy, then if the party shall there profess repentance, it

may suffice.—[3.] But if it be not so, or if the party remain

impenitent, he must be reproved before all, and there again
invited to repentance. This duty is not the less, because our
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brethren have made so little conscience of the practice of it.

It is not only Christ's command to tell the church, but Paul's

to rebuke such before all; and the church hath constantly

practised it till selfishness and formality caused them to be

remiss in this and other duties together; and the Reformers

have as much stood up for it as the rest
;
and as deeply are

we engaged by vows, covenants, prayers, and other means,
for the executing of it : of which more in the application.
Austin saith,

"
Quae peccantur coram omnibus, coram omni-

bus corripienda sunt, ut omnes timeant : Qui secreto peccant
in te, secreto corripe ;

nam si solus nosti, et eum vis coram

aliis arguere, non es corrector sed proditor." Greg. Mag.
in Registro, saith,

" Manifesta peccata non sunt occulta cor-

rectione purganda: sed palam sunt arguendi qui palam no-

cent; utdumapertaobjurgatione sanantur, hi qui eos imitan-

do delinquerant, corrigantur. Dum enim unus corripitur,plu-
rimi emendantur, et melius est ut pro multorum salute unus

condemnetur, quam utperunius licentiam multi pericliten-
tur." Isidore saith,

"
Qui admonitus secrete de peccato cor-

rigi negligit, publice arguendus est, et vulnus quod occulte

sanari nescit, manifesto debeat emendari." If any should

say, that we shall thus be guilty of defaming men by pub-

lishing their crimes
;

I answer, in the words of Bernard sup.
Cantic. " Cum carpuntur vitise, et inde scandalum oritur,

ipse sibi scandali causa est, qui fecit quod argui debet
;
non

ille qui arguit. Non ergo timeas contra charitatem esse, si

unius scandalum multorum recompensaveris pace. Melius

est enim ut pereat unus quam unitas." There is no rooiu

for a doubt, whether this be our duty, or whether we are un-

faithful as to the performance of it. I doubt many of us

that would be ashamed to omit Preaching or Praying half

so much, have little considered what we do in the wilful

neglect of this duty, and the rest of discipline so long as

we have done. We little think how we have drawn the guilt
of swearing, and drunkenness, and fornication, and other

crimes upon our own heads, for want of using God's means
for the cure of them. As Greo\ Mag. saith in Registro,
"
Qui. non corrigit resecanda, committit: et facientis culpam

habet, qui quod potest corrigere, negligit emendare," saith

the Comedian. " Si quid me scis fecisse inscite aut improbe,
si id non accusas, tuipse objurgandus es." Plaut.

If any say, there is little likelihood that public, personal
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reprehension should do good on them, because they will be

but enraged by the shame, I answer:—[1.] Philo, a Jew,
could say (de Sacrif. Abel and Cain),

" We must endeavour,
as far as we are able, to save those from their sins that shall

certainly perish ; imitating good physicians, who when they
cannot save a sick man, do yet willingly try all means for

cure, lest they seem to want success through their own neg-
lects.—[2.] I further answer, It ill beseems the silly crea-

ture to implead the ordinances of God as useless, or to re-

proach his service instead of doing it, and set their wits

against their Maker. God can make use of his own ordi-

nances, or else he would never have appointed them.—[3.]

The usefulness of this discipline is apparent to the shaming
of sin, and humbling of the sinner; and manifesting the ho-

liness of Christ and his doctrine, and church before all the

world.—[4.] What would you have done with such sinners?

give them up as hopeless ? That were too cruel. Would

you use other means ? Why it is supposed that all other

have been used without success
;
for this is the last remedy.—

[5.] The Church of Christ hath found reason enough to

use this course, even in times of persecution, when our car-

nal reason would have told them that they should then

above all have forborne it, for fear of driving away all their

converts.—[6.] The principal use of this public discipline is

not for the offender himself, but for the church. It tendeth

exceedingly to deter others from the like crimes, and so to

keep pure the congregations, and their worship. Seneca
could say,

" Vitia transmittit ad posteros, qui prsesentibus

culpis ignoscit." And elsewhere,
" Bonis nocet, qui malis

parcit." If you say, that it will but restrain them as hypo-
crites, and not convert them : I answer, It may preserve
others. And who knows how God may bless his ordinance,
even to them? The restraint of sin is a benefit not to be

contemned. " Audebo peccanti mala sua ostendere: vitia

ejus si non excidero, inhibebo. Non desinent; sed inter-

mittent : fortasse autem desinent, si intermittendi consuetu-

dinem fecerint," said the Moralist. Sen. Epist. 40. The
scorns that I have heard from many against the Scottish

ministers, from bringing offenders to the stool of repentance,
as if it were mere formality and hypocrisy, to take such a

thing as satisfactory, when true repentance is absent, hath

discovered more of the accuser's error than of theirs, For no
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doubt, it is true repentance that they exhort men to
;
and it

is true repentance which offenders do profess ;
and whether

they truly profess it, who can tell but God ? It is not for

nothing that sin is brought to so much disgrace, and the

church doth so far acquit themselves of it. But of this

next.

Next to the duty of public reproof must be joined an

exhortation of the person to repentance, and to the public

profession of it for the satisfaction of the church. For as

the church is bound to avoid communion with impenitent,
scandalous sinners, so when they have had the evidence of

their sin, they must see some evidence of their repentance ;

for we cannot know them to be penitent without evidence.

And what evidence is the church capable of, but their pro-
fession of repentance first, and their actual reformation af-

terwards ? both which must be expected.
To these may be most fitly joined the public prayers of

the church, and that both for the reproved before they are

rejected, and for the rejected (some of them at least) that

they may repent and be restored. But we are now upon the

former. Though this is not expressly affixed to discipline,

yet we have a sufficient discovery of God's will concerning
it in the general precepts. We are commanded to pray
always ; and in all things, and for all men, and in all places :

and all things are said to be sanctified by it. It is plain there-

fore, that so great a business as this should not be done

without it! And who can have any just reason to be of-

fended with us, if we pray to God for the changing of their

hearts, and the pardon of their sins ? It is therefore in my
judgment a very laudable course of those churches that use

for the three next days together to desire the congregation
to join in earnest prayer to God for the opening of the sin-

ner's eyes, softening his heart, and saving him from impeni-

tency and eternal death ! And though we have no express
direction in Scripture just how long we shall stay to try
whether the sinner be so impenitent, as to be necessarily
excluded, yet we must follow the general directions, with

such diversity as the case and quality of the person and
former proceeding shall require ;

it being left to the dis-

cretion of the church, who are in general, to stay so long till

the person manifest himself obstinate in his sin : not but

that a temporary exclusion, called Suspension, may often
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be inflicted in the meantime
;
but before we proceed to an

exclusion ' a statu,' it is very meet (ordinarily) that three

days' prayer for him and patience towards him should ante-

cede.

And indeed, I see no reason why this course should not

be much more frequent than it is
;
and that not only upon

those that are members of our special charge, and do con-

sent to discipline, but even to those that deny our pastoral

oversight and discipline, and yet are our ordinary hearers.

For so far as men have Christian communion or familiarity

with us, so far are they capable of being excluded from

communion. Though the members of our special charge
have more full and special communion, and so are more

capable of a more full and special exclusion; yet all those

that dwell among us, and are our ordinary hearers, have

some communion. For as they converse with us, so they
hear the word, not as heathens, but as Christians, and mem-
bers of the Universal Church into which they have been bap-
tized

;
and they join with us in public prayers and praises

in the celebration of the Lord's-day. From this therefore

they are capable of being excluded, or from part of this, at

least morally, if not locally. For the precept of avoiding,
and withdrawing from, and not eating with such, is not re-

strained to the members of a governed church, but extended

to all Christians that are capable of communion.

When these ungodly persons are sick, we have daily

bills from them to request the prayers of the congregation :

and if we must pray for them against sickness, and tempo-
ral death, I know no reason but we should much more ear-

nestly pray for them against sin and eternal death. That

we have not their consent, is no dissuasive : for that is their

disease, and the very venom and malignity of it
;
and we do

not take it to be sober arguing, to say,
'
I may not pray for

such a man against his sickness, because he is sick :' or,
'
if

he were not sick, I would pray against his sickness.' No
more is it to say,

' If he were not impenitent, so as to refuse

our prayers, I would pray that he might be saved from his

impenitency.' I confess I do not take myself to have so

strict a charge over this sort of men, who renounce my over-

sight, as I do over the rest that own it
;
and that is the rea-

son why I have called no more of them to public repentance,

because it requireth most commonly more time to examine
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the matter of fact, or deal with the person first more privately,

that his impenitency may be discerned, than I can possibly

spare from the duties which I owe to my special charge, to

whom I am more indebted
;
and therefore may ordinarily ex-

pend no more on the rest (who are to me but as strangers,
or men of another parish, and of no governed, particular

church) than I can spare when I have done my main duty
to my flock. But yet though 1 cannot use any such disci-

pline on all that sort, nor am so much obliged to do it, yet
some of them that are most notoriously and openly wicked,

where less proof and short debates are requisite, I intend to

deal thus with hereafter, having found some success in that

kind already. But especially to all those whom we take for

members of that particular church which we are pastors of,

there is no question but this is our duty, and therefore

where the whole parish are members, discipline must be ex-

ercised on the whole.

I confess much prudence is to be exercised in such pro-

ceedings, lest we do more hurt than good ;
but it must be

such Christian prudence as ordereth duties, and suiteth them
to their ends, and not such carnal prudence as shall enervate

or exclude them. It may be tit therefore for younger minis-

ters to consult with others, for the more cautious proceed-

ing in such works. And in the performance of it, we should

deal humbly, even when we deal most sharply, and make it

appear that it is not from any contending or lordly disposi-

tion, nor an act of revenge for any injury ; but a necessary

duty which we cannot conscientiously avoid : and therefore

it will be meet we disclaim all such animosities, and shew
the people the commands of God obliging us to what we do.

'

Neighbours and brethren, sin is so hateful an evil

in the eyes of the most holy God, how light soever impe-
nitent sinners make of it, that he hath provided the ever-

lasting torments of hell for the punishment of it
;
and no

less means can prevent that punishment than the sacrifice

of the blood of the Son of God, applied to those that truly

repent of it and forsake it, and therefore God that calleth

all men to repentance, hath commanded us to exhort one an-

other daily, while it is called to-day, lest any be hardened

through the deceitfulness of sin
; (Heb. iii. 13

;) and that

we do not hate our brother in our heart, but in any wise re-

buke our neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him
; (Lev. xix.
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17 ;) and that if "our brother offend us, we should tell him

his faults between him and us
;
and if he hear not, take two

or three, and if he hear not them, tell the church
;
and if he

hear not the church, he must be to us as a heathen or a pub-
lican

; (Matt, xviii. 17 ;) and those that sin, we must rebuke

before all, that others may fear ; (1 Tim. v. 20 ;) and rebuke

with all authority. (Tit. i. 15.) Yea, were it an apostle of

Christ that should openly sin, he must be openly reproved,
as Paul did Peter, (Gal. ii. 11. 14,) and if they repent not,

we must avoid them, and with such not so much as eat.

(2 Thess. iii. 6. 12. 14; 1 Cor. v. 11. 13.) According to

these commands of the Lord, having heard of the scan-

dalous practice of N. N. of this church (or parish) and

having received sufficient proof that he hath committed
the odious sin of

;
we have seriously dealt with

him to bring him to repentance ; but, to the grief of

our hearts, do perceive no satisfactory success of our en-

deavours
;
but he seemeth still to remain impenitent, or still

liveth in the same sin, though he verbally profess repent-
ance. We do therefore judge it our necessary duty, to

proceed to the use of that further remedy which Christ hath

commanded us to try ;
and hence we desire him in the name

of the Lord, without any further delay, to lay by his obsti-

nacy against the Lord and to submit to his rebuke and will,

and to lay to heart the greatness of his sin, the wrong he

hath done to Christ and to himself, and the scandal and grief
that he hath caused to others

;
and how unable he is to con-

tend with the Almighty, and prevail against the Holy God,
who to the impenitent is a consuming fire ! Or to save him-

self from his burning indignation ! And I do earnestly be-

seech him for the sake of his own soul, that he will but so-

berly consider, what it is that he can gain by his sin or im-

penitency, and whether it will pay for the loss of everlast-

ing life ? And how he thinks to stand against God in judg-

ment, or to appear before the Lord Jesus, when death shall

snatch his soul from his body, if he be found in this impeni-
tent state ? When the Lord Jesus himself, in whose blood

they pretend to trust, hath told such with his own mouth,
that except they repent they shall all perish. (Lukexiii.3.5.)
And I do beseech him for the sake of his own soul, and re-

quire him as a messenger of Jesus Christ, as he will answer

the contrary at the bar of God, that he lay by the stoutness
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and impenitency of his heart, and unfeignedly confess and

lament his sin before God and this congregation ! And this

desire I here publish, not out of any ill will to his person,
as the Lord knoweth, but in love to his soul, and in obedience

to Christ that hath made it my duty ; desiring, that if it be

possible, he may be saved from his sin, and from the power
of Satan, and from the everlasting burning wrath of God, and

may be reconciled to God, and to his church, and therefore

that he may be humbled by true contrition, before he be

humbled by remediless condemnation.'

Thus, or to this purpose, I conceive our public admoni-

tion should proceed; and in some cases where the sinner

taketh his sin to be small, the aggravation of it will be ne-

cessary, especially the citing of some texts of Scripture that

do aggravate and threaten it.

And in case he either will not be present, that such ad-

monition may be given him, or will not be brought to a dis-

covery of repentance, and to desire the prayers of the con-

gregation for him, it will be meet that with such a preface
as this afore expressed, we desire the prayers of the congre-

gation for him ourselves
;
that the people would consider

what a fearful condition the impenitent are in, and have pity
on a poor soul that is so blinded and hardened by sin and

Satan, that he cannot pity himself; and think what it is for

a man to appear before the living God in such a case, and

therefore that they would join in earnest prayer to God, that

he would open his eyes, and soften and humble his stubborn

heart, before he be in hell beyond remedy : and accordingly
let us be very earnest in prayer for such that the congrega-
tion may be provoked affectionately to join with us

;
and

who knows but God may hear such prayers, and cause the

sinner's heart to relent. However, the people will perceive
that we make not light of sin, and preach not to them in

mere custom or formality. If ministers would be conscien-

tious in thus carrying on the work of God entirely and self-

denyingly. they might make something of it, and expect a

fuller blessing. But when we shrink from all that is dan-

gerous or ungrateful, and shift off all that is costly or trou-

blesome, they cannot expect that any great matter should

be done by such carnal, partial use of means
;
and though

some may be here and there called home to God, yet we can-



Chap. 2.] THE REFORMED PASTOR. 113

not look that th£ Gospel should prevail, and run, and be

glorified, where it is so lamely and defectively carried on.

When a sinner is thus admonished, and prayed for, if it

please the Lord to open his eyes and give him remorse, be-

fore we proceed to any further censure, it is our next duty
to proceed to his full recovery ;

where these things must be
observed:—(1.) That we do not either discourage him by
too much severity, nor yet by too much lenity and levity
make nothing of discipline, nor help him to any saving cure,
but merely slubber it over. If therefore he have sinned

scandalously but once, if his repentance seem deep and se-

rious, we may in some cases restore him at that time ;
that

is, if the wound that he hath given to the credit of the church,
be not so deep as to require more ado for satisfaction, or the

sin so heinous as may cause us to delay. But if it be so, or

if he have lived long in the sin, it is most meet that he do
wait in penitence a convenient time before he be restored.—
(2.) And when the time comes, whether at the first confes-

sion, or after, it is meet that we urge him to be serious in

his humiliation, and set it home upon his conscience till he

seem to be truly sensible of his sin
;
for it is not a vain for-

mality, but the recovery and saving of a soul that we expect.—
(3.) We must see that he beg the communion of the

church, and their prayers to God for his pardon and salva-

tion.—(4.) And that he promise to fly from such sin for the

time to come, and watch more narrowly, and walk more wa-

rily.
—

(5.) Then we have these things more to do :
—To assure

him of the riches of God's love, and the sufficiency of Christ's

blood to pardon his sins, and that if his repentance be sin-

cere, the Lord doth pardon him, of which we are authorised

as his messengers to assure him :
—to charge him to perse-

vere and perform his promises, avoid temptations, and con-

tinue to beg mercy and strengthening grace :—to charge the

church that they imitate Christ in forgiving, and retaining ;

or if he were cast out, receive the penitent person into their

communion, and that they never reproach him with his sins,

or cast them in his teeth, but forgive and forget them as

Christ doth.—And then to give God thanks for his recovery
so far, and to pray for his confirmation, and future preser-
vation.

The next part of Discipline, is the rejecting and removing
vol. xiv. i



114 gildas salvianus : [Chap. 2.

from the church's communion, those that after sufficient

trial do remain impenitent; where note—(1.) That if a man
have sinned but once in a scandalous manner, it is but a

profession of repentance that we can expect for our satis-

faction ;
but if he be accustomed to sin, or have often broke

such promises, then it is an actual reformation we must ex-

pect. And therefore, he that will refuse either of these, to

reform, or to profess and manifest repentance, is to be taken

by us as living in his sin : for a heinous sin, but once com-

mitted, is morally continued in till it be repented of; and a

bare forbearing of the act is not sufficient.— (2.) Yet have

we no warrant to rip up matters that are worn out of the

public memory, and so to make that public again that is

ceased to be public : at least in ordinary cases.—(3.) Ex-

clusion from church-communion, commonly called Excom-

munication, is of divers sorts or degrees, more than two or

three, which are not to be confounded
;
of which, I will not

so far digress as here to treat.— (4.) That which is most com-

monly to be practised among us is, only to remove an im-

penitent sinner from our communion, till it shall please the

Lord to give him repentance.
—

(5.) In this exclusion or re-

moval, the minister or governors of that church are autho-

ritatively to charge the people in the name of the Lord to

avoid communion with him; and to pronounce him one,

whose communion the church is bound to avoid
;
and the

people's duty is obedientially to avoid him, in case the pas-
tor's charge contradict not the word of God. So that he

hath the guiding or governing power ;
and they have a dis-

cerning power, whether his charge be just, and an executive

power ;
for it is they that must execute the sentence in part

by avoiding the rejected, as he himself must execute it by
denying him those ordinances and privileges not due to him,
whereof he is the administrator.—(6.) It is very convenient

to pray for the repentance and restoration, even of the ex-

communicated.—(7.) And if God shall give them repentance

they are gladly to be received into the communion of the

church again.
Of the manner of all these I shall say no more, so much

having been said of them already. And for the manner of

other particular duties/of which I have said little or nothing,

you have much already, as in other writings, so in the Di-

rectory of the late Assembly.




