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The Lije of Faith,

time of ivy departure is at bjndi 1 have' fought a good fight 7
1

have finitedmy courfe, 1 have kept the faith \ henceforth thsr%

it laid up for me a Crown *f Righteoufnefs, which the Lord

the Righteous Judge jhaU give me at that day \ and not to me on-

ly, but to them alfo that love hie appearing, 2 Tim. 4. 6, 7, 8.

And fo much for the General Directions to be obferved by

them that will live by Faith': I only add, that as the well do-,

ingof all our particular duties, dependeth mod on the conL

mon health and foundnefs of the foul, in its ft ate of grace \ Co

our living by Faith in all the particular cafes after inftanced,

doth depend more upon thefc General Direllicns, than on the.

pmticular ones which are next to be adjoyned.

CHAP. I.

An Enumeration of the Particular Cafes in which efptciaEy Faith

muft be ufed. 1. How to live by Faith on GOD.

TH E General Directions before given muft be pra&ifed

in all the Particular Cafes following, or in order to them :

But befides them, it is needful to have fome fpecial Directions

for each Cafe. And the particular Cafes which I (hall intiance

inarcthefe: 1. How to excrcife Faith on GOD himfetf:

2. Upon Jefus Chrift ; 3. Upon the HjlyGhoft: 4. About

the Scripture Precepts and Examples : 5 . About the Scri-

pture Promifes: 6. About the Threatnings : 7. About Par-

don of (in, and Juftification : 8. About San6hhcation,and the

cxcrcifcs of other Graces , 9. A&ainft inward vices and temp-

tations to actual iin : "10. IncafcofProfperify : n. In Adver-

firy and particular Afflictions : 12. In Gods Worfhip, pub-

lick and private ; 13. For Spiritual Peace and Joy : 14. For

the World, and the Church of God : 15, For our Relations :

if. In loving others as our felves ; 17. About Heaven, and

following the Saints: 18. How to die in Faith: I?, About

the coming ofChrift to Judgement, f

% Q0D
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GOV is both the objc& of outkptwlcdge, as he is revelled

\n Nature, and of our Faith, as he is revealed in the holy

Scripnres. He is thefirji and laft obje& ofour Faith. It ia

life tttrnal to )yuw him the only true God, and Jofw Cbrift

TPbornhrhfltkf't:?. Te believe in God, believe alfo inme\ was

Chrifl? order in commanding and caufing Faith, Job. 14. 1.

Seeing thert toi e this is the principal part of Faith (to kfow

God> and live upon bint, and to him) I (hall give you many
(though brief) Directions in it.

Dir«d. 1. Behold the glorious andfull demonftratitns of the

Being of the Deity, in the wholeframe of nature, and efpeciaVy in

your (elves.

The great argument from the Effecl to the Caufe, is un-

anfwerablc. All the caufed and derived Beings in the world,

muft needs have a firft Being for their cauft : All Action,ln-

teUtcxion and Volition \ all Power, Wifdom and Goodnefc which

is caufed by another, doth prove that the caufe can have n%

lefs than the total effefc hath. To fee the Werld,znd to know
what a man is, and yet to deny that there is a God, is to be

mad. He that will not know that which all the world doth

more plainly preach, than words can poftbly exprefs, and

will not know xhe/enfe of his own Being and faculties, doth

declare himfelf uncapable of teaching, PfaL 14. 1. & 49.

12, 20. J/*. 1. 2, 3. It is thegrcateft (name that mansunder-
ftanding is capable of, to be ignorant of God, 1 Cor. 15. 34.

and the greatett (harre to any Nation, H0/.4. 1. 8c 6 .6. As it

is the higheft advancement of the mind, to know him, and

therefore the fumm of all our duty, Prcv. 2. 5. H*f 6 6*

a Chron. 30. 21,22. //*. 11.9. 2 Pet. 2.20. Ront.i. 20,28;
Job. 17. 3.

Direct. 2. Therefore takfnottbe Being and Perfections of

God, for fuperftructures and conclufions, which may be trpd,

and made bew to the interefi of other points *, but as the greatefit

cleareft, fureft truths, next to the knowledge of our own Being

and Intejection : And that which all other (at leaft, not the pro*

per objects offenfe) muft be trytd and reduced to.

When there is no right method or ordtr ofknowledge, there

is no true indfolid knowledge. It is diftraction, and not kpow*

2 ing>
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ing, to bcgm at the top, arjd to lay the foundation lilt, and

reduce things certain to things uncertain. And it is no wifelier

done of Atheifts, who argue from their apprehenfions of other

things, againft the Beings or Perfections of God. A* when
truy fay, [There is much evil in the world pemitted by God,

and there is diath, And many tormenting fains befall even the in-

nicent bruits ; and there are wars and conjufions, and ignorance

and wich^dnefs, have dominion in the earth: Therefore God it

not perfectly, good i nor perfectly wife, and j«/r, and powerful in

kit government of the world.'] Thcenour in the method of

arguing here, helpeth to continue their blindnefs. That God
if perfectly good

x
is prius cognitum : Nothing is more certain

than that he,who is the caufe of all the derived goodnefi in the

whole Univerfe, muft have is much or more than all himfelf:

Seeing therefore that Heaven and Earth, and all things, bear

fo evident i witnefs to this truth, this is the foundation, and

firft to be laid, and never more questioned, nor any argument

brought againftit. For all that potfibly can be faid againft if,

muft be a minus notis, from that which is more obfeure. Sec*

ing then that it is mod certain by fenfi, that calamities and

evils are in the world,* and no lefs certain that there is a

God, who is mod perfectly good i it muft needs follow that

thefc two are peifc&ly confident, and that fomc other caufe

of evil muft be found our, than any imperfection in the chief

good. But as to the Being of things, and Order in the world,

it followeth not that Tfoy muft be as god md
(
perfe& as their .

Maker and Govemour is himfelf: nor one part as good and
perfed in it fclfas any other. Becaufe it was not the Crea-

tours purpofc when he made the world, to make another

God, that (hould be equal with himfelf (for two Infinite Be-

ings and Perfeftiom, isacontradi&ion.J But it was. his will

to imprint fuch meafurcs of his own hkenefs and excellencies

upon the creatures, and with fuch variety., as his wifdom faw

fittcft i the reafons o( which are beyond our fearch : The Dir

vine Agency, as it is in him the Agent, is perfect : But the

tffetl hath thofe meafurw of goodnels which he was freely

pleafed to communicate.

Andaslfcaveguen you this inftancc, to (hew the folly of

trying the certain foundation by the lefs certain notions or

accidents
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accidents in the world i fo you muft abhor the fame errour

in all other inftancts : Some wit may conlift with the que-

/Zoning of many plain conditions : But he is a fool indeed^

who faith, Jbne is no God, or doubtcth of his fjjential pro*

'

pcrties, Vfal. 14. i, 2. Rom. 1. 19, 20, 2 1.

Direct. 3. Kemember that all our knowledge of God, while

we are intbc body here, U but enigmatical, and as in a glafs ; and

that all words which man oan jpeak^ofGod (at lead except Being

and Subftance) an but terms bslcw him, borrowed from hu

Image on the Creatures, and not fgnifying the fame thing for-

ma&y in God, which they fignifie in its.

If you irvmk othcrwife, you will make an Idol in your

conception, inftead of God : And you will debafe him, and

bring him down to the condition of the creafme. And yet it

doth not follow that we know nothing of him, or that all

fuch cxprtflions of God arc vain, or falfe, or muft be difufed :

For then we muft not think or talk of God at all. But wc
muft fpeak of him according to the higheft notion*, which wc
can borrow from the nobleft patts of his Image > confeflSng

Mill, that they are but borrowed : And thefc muft be ufed

till we come nearer, and (ec as face to face j and when that

which is perfect is come, then that which is imperfect fhll!

be done away, iCor. 13.10,11,12. And yet it is (in com*
parifon of darker revelations) a* with ofen face that we heboid

m in aghfs the glory of the Lord\ and it is a light that caa

ebjnge us into the fame Image, as from glory to glory, as by the

Spirit of the Lord, 2 Cor. 3.18.

Direct 4. Abhor the furictu ignorance, which brandetb every

one with the names ofherefu or blaftbmy, who differ from them

in the ufe of fome nnneceffary metafbor of God, when their diffe-

tentfbrafes tend not indeed to his dijhonour, and ferbafsmay
have thefame fxgnification with their own.

When we are all forced to confefs, that all our rearms of

God arc improper or metaphorical, and yet m«n will run

thofe metaphors into numerous branches,and cany them unto
greater impropriety, and then rail at all as blafphcmei s tnat

<jueftJon them i this practice is (though too common^ a hei-

nous fin in them, as it hath direful e/fec^s upon the Church.

Should I reeit€ the fad hiftories of this iniqaity^nd (hew what
Z 2 it



172 The Life cf Faith.

it hath done between the Greek and Lttinc Churches, and be-

tween thole called Orthodox and Cathohck> and many
through the world that have been numbered with Kcreticks >

it would be too large a fubjed for our forrow and complaints.

Direct. 5. Abhor prefumptu.M curiofnies in enquiring into

the fecrct things of G:d \ much more in pretending to f{n»w them i

and ntoft of aS in reviling and contending agatnji ethers upon

tbofe pretences.

It is fad to obferve abundance of fccmingly learned men,
who arc pofed in the fmallcft creature which they ftudy, yet

talking as confidently of theunfcarchable things of God i yea

and raving as furioufly and voluminoufly againft all that con-

tradict them, as if they had dwelt in the inaccefliblc light,

and knew all the order of the adfo of God, much better thin

they know themfclves, and the motions of their own minds i

or better than they can anatomize a worm or a bcaft. They
that will not prefume to fay, that they know the fearers of

their Prince, or the heart of any of their neighbours » yea they

that perceive the difficulty of knowing the ftate of a mans
own foul, becaufc our hearts are a maze and labyrinth, and

out thoughts fo various and confufed, can yet give <you fo

exact a Scheme of all Gods conceptions^ that it (h^l be no
lefs than heretic to queftion the order of any part of ir.

They can tell you what Idea's arc in the mind ofGoi, and

in what order they lye » and how thofe Idea's are the fame

unchanged about things that are changed \ about th.ngs

pair, and prefent, and to come i and what fuiurition was ftotn

Eternity, as in the Idea of Gods mind j they can tell me in

what order he kyomtb things, and by what means \ ind whe*

thet future contingents are known to him in their caufes, or

in his decree, or in their coexiftence in eternity : They can

tell what Decrees he hath about Negatives i as that fuch a

roan (hall not have Faith given him i that millions of things

poffible (hall not be > that you (hall not be a plant, or a beaft,

nor any other man, nor called by any other name, 6cc. And
how all Gods Decrees arc indeed but One, and yet not only

unconceivably numerous, but the order of them as to priority

and posteriority, is to be exactly defined and defended,though

to the detriment of charity and peace : As to fin, they can

tell
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tcil you, whether he hive a real pofitivc Decree, de re event-

cnte, or only deeventurei, or only dt frcfria fermifpone even-

tus, 7. t. dt non tmfeditndo, 1. e. de non agendo \ whether non

agere need and have apoiitive a& of Volition or Nolition an-

tecedent i Though they know not when they hear the found

of the wind, cither whence it comcth, or whither it goethv

yet know they all the methods of the Spirit : They know
how God as the rirft-movcr, predetermincth the motions of

all Agents, natural and free, and whether his influence b: up-

on the eiTence, or faculty, or ad immediately i and what that

influx is. In a word, how voluminoufly dotbey darken coun-

fel by words without knowledge ? As if they had never read

Gods luge expostulation with Job (42 &c.) Veut. 29 29.

Tktfccret things belong unto the Lord our God i but thofe things

which are revealed^ unto us, and to our children for ever, that we
way do all the words of this Law. Even an Angel could fay

to Manoah
9

Judg. 15. 18. Why as^efl thou thus after my
name, feeing it is fecret ? No man hath feen God at any time

y

(faving ) the only begotttn Son, who is in the bofome 0} the

Father \hehath declared hint, Joh. 1. 18. And what he hath de-

clared we may know : But how much more do thefe men
pretend to know, than ever Chrift declared > But who hath

kyown the wind of tht Lord, or who hath betn his CounfeU$r f

Rom. 11.34.

Etiam vera deV eo loqui ferkulofum : Even things that arc

true ftvould be fpoken of God* not only with reverence, but

with great caution .' And a wife man will rather admire and

adore, than boldly fpeak what he is not certain is true and

congruous. .

Direct. 6. Let ell your knowledge of God he pd&icrt; yea

wore fraftical than any other knowledge j and let not ymr
thoughts once ufc Gods Name in vain.

If it be a fin toutcidle or unprofitable words, and cfpecial-

ly to take Gods Name in vain •, it cannot be faultlefs to have

idle unprofitable thoughts of Goi : for the thoughts are the

operations of the mind it felf. There is no thought or know-

ledge which ever cometh into our minds, which 1. Hath fo

great work to do 9 and 2, Isfo^tand powerful! to Jo it, as

the knowledge and thoughts which wc have of God. The
2 3 very
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v^iy renovation of the foul to his Image, and transforming

it into the Divine Nature, muft be wrought hereby : The
thoughts of his fPifdbnf, muft flience all our contradi&ing fol-

ly,and bring our fouls to an abfolute fubmifflon and fubje&ion

to his Laws : The knowledge of his Goodnejl, muft caufc mil

true fivir.gGoodneJs in us, by poinding us with thehigheft love

to God. The knowledge cf his Tcwtr^ muft caufc both our

confidence, and our fear : And the imprefs cf Gods Attributes

mull be his Image on our fouls. It is a common ("and truej

obfervation of D;v*ncs, that in Scripture, words of God
which cxprefs his Knowlcdgtdo imply his will and affedions

:

(As his kpivp'wg the way of the righteous, FfaL 2. 6. is his ap-

provirg and loving it, &C.) And it is as true, that words
of our knowledge oiGod, fhould all imply affc&ion towards

him. It is a grievous aggravation of ungodlinefs, to be a

Itarned ung'diy man : To profefl to kpow God, and deny him

in &orkjy being abominable and difobedtent, and reprobate fa

t very good rvor\ Cthough as orthodox and ready in goad words

as others.) littts 1. 16.

A thought of God (hould be able to do any thing upon the

foul. It (hould pirtake of the Omn'iptency and perfection of

the blelTcd Objcdt. No creature (hould be able to ftand before

him, when our minds entertain any ferious thoughts of him,

and conveifc with him. A thought of God (hould annihilate.

all the grandurc and honours of the world to ns i and all the

pleafurcs and trcafures of the flefti \ and all the power of

temptations : what fervency in prayer ? what earncftnefs of

dctuc ? what confidence of faith ? what hatred of (in ? what
ardent love? what tranfporting joy ? what conftant patience

(hould one ferious thought of God, polTcfs the believing

holy foul with >

If the thing tyatrw become as much one with the under-

Handing, as Vlotinus and other Platonifts thought , or if man
were fo far partaker of a kind of deification, as Gibieuf and
other Oratorians, and BfnediQus de Bfmdi&ify B*rbanfonf and

othci Fanatick Fryers think, furely the knowledge of God
(hDuld raife us more above our fenfitive defircs and pjffions,

and make us a more excellent fort of pcrfoas, and it (hojld

make us more like thofe blcfled fpirits, who know him more
than
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thm we on carthi and it mould b: the beginning ofour eternal

life, John 17. 3.

Direct. 7. By Fait h deliver up your felves to GO&, as your

Creator, andyour Owner, and live to him as tbofc that perceive

they are abf. luiely bis cvp*.

The word \GOD~] doth fignifie both Gods rffmce, and hi*

three great Kditionsunto man , and we take h'.m not [)tour

God, if we take him not as in thtfe Divine Relations, There-

fore God woulJ hive Faith to be expreflfed at our enrrance

into his Church, by Baptifm ^ becaufe a believing foul, dothr

deliver up it fa If to God: The fiift and greateft work of Faitb
y

is toenteruslinccrcly into the holy Covenant : In which this

is the firlt part, that we takj Godfor our Ow.-ur, and nfigu up

our felves to him, without either cxprefs or implicit refcrve,

as thefc that are abfdutely his oven. And though thefc words

are by any hypocrite quickly fpoken, yet when the thing is

really done, the very heart of fin is broken : For as the Apoftlc

faith, He tbjt is dead is freed from fin, Rons. 6. 7. Becaufe a

dead man hath no faculties to do evil : So we may fay, He that

is rtfigned to God as his abfolute Owner, is freed from fin \ b:-

caufehcthat isnot^w oven, hith nothing which is his own \

and therefore hath nothing to alienate from his Owner. We
are not our Own, we are bought with a price (which is the

fecond title of Gods propriety in us) and therefore mufi gfa

rifie God in body and fpirit as being his, 1 Cor- 6. 20.

And from this Relation faith will fetch abundant confola-

tion, feeing they that by confent, and not only by conftraht^xc

abfolutely his, (hill undoubtedly be loved, and cared for as

his Own, and ufed and provided for as hU own : He will not

neglect bit *i*n, and thofe of his family, who will take us-

to be worfe than Infidels, iff** do fo, lTiw.5.8.
Direct. 8. By Faith deliver upyour felves to God, as your £*-

veraign Ruler , with an abfolute Refolutim to learn> and love^

and obey his Laws.

Though I have often and more largely fpoken of thefc du-

ties in other Treaties, I mutt not here totally omit them,

where I fpeak of that Faith in God, whkh clTentially confrft-

eth in them. It is a narrow, and foolilh, and pernicious con-

ceit of Faith* which thinketh it hath xvx objedbut fromifu
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and fardon\ and that it hath nothing to do with God as our

Sovtraign Governour : And it is too large a defcription of faith,

which makethjtfwtf/ and formal obedience to be a part of it:

As Man tag* is not conjugal fidelity and duty, but it is a Cove-

nant which obligcth to it j and as the Oath of Allegiance is not

a formal obedience to (he Laws, but it is a covenanting to obey

them « and as the hiring or covenant of a fervant, is not do-

ing fervice, but it is an entrirg into an obligation and ftate of

fervice : So Faitb and ouifirft Ckriftiamty%
is not ftr;dtly for-

mal obedience to him that we believe in, as fuch : But it is

anentring of our felves by covenant into an obligation and

ftate of future obedience. Faith hath Gods precepts for is

obje&s as truly as his promifes : But his own Relation as- our

Kmgoi Ruler is its primary object, before his pecepts
y Hef.

13. 10. FfaL 2. 6. & 5. 2. & 10. 16. & 24 7, 8, 10. & 47.

6, 7. & 89. 18. & 149. 2. Rev. 15. 3. 1 Timcth. i % 17.

Lu£e 19-27.

Direct. 9* Bv Fdirib acknowledge GOV as your total Be-

nefaQor, from himyou have, and muft have all that's worth the

having : And accordingly live in a defendance on him.

Faitb take th every good thing as a ftream from this ittex-

haufted ffring, and as a toh^n of love, from this unmeafurable

Love. It knoweth a difference in the means and way of con-

veyance^ but no difference as to the fountain \ for all (Jhat^wc

feceive is equally from the fame original > though not fcnt to

us by the fame hind. Faith (hould not take or look at any

goodab/lra&edly, as feparatcd from God , but ever fee the

itreams as continued up to the fountain » and the fruit as pro-

ceeding from the tree and roots : Remember (till that he

doth illuminate you by the Sun > and he doth nouiilh you by

your food (for you live not by bread only, but by his Word
and blefling ,) and it is he that doth teach you by his Miniftcrs,

and protect you by his Magiftratcs, and comfort you by your

friends ; You have that from one, which another cannot give

you > but you have nothing from any creature whatfoevcr >

which is not totally from God : For though he honour crea-

tures to be his Mcilengcrs or Internments, the benefit is equal-

ly from him, when he ufeth an Inftrumenr, and when he ufeth

none. From him we have our Bring, and our Comforts, and

all
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all the means and hopes of our well-being i and therefore our

dependance mutt be absolutely or him : The blcflings of this

life, and of that to come i all things which appertain to life

and godlinefs, arc the gifts of his incomprehcnliblc benignity

t or it is natural to him, who is infinitely good, to do good,

wh«nhedoth work ad extra, though when to communi-

cate, ind in what various degrees is tree to him, i Tint. 4. 8.

M r. 6.33. 2^f. 1.3. PMl45-u> 15& 146-7- & 18.50.

1 Tim. 6. 17. James 1. 5. £4. 6. Jet. 5. 24, 25.

Direct. 10. By h aith fet your eye and heart ntcfl fixedly

and devotedly on COD, as your ultimate end {which is your

felicity, and much more.

J

He takcth not God for God indeed, who taketh him not

is his ultimate end: Nay, he debafeth God, who placing his

felicity \n any thing elfe, doth cleave to God but as the means

to fuch a felicity. But to make God out\felicity is lawful and

neceffary \ but not to dream that this is the higheft refpeft

that we mutt have to God, to be our felicity. To love him,

and to b: beloved by him \ to pleafe him, and to be pleafed in

him, is our ultimate end i which though it be complex, and

contain our ownfdicity, yet doth it, as infinitely fuperemi-

ncnt", contain the complacency ofGod, and God as the ob-

ject of our Love, contidcred in his own infinite perfections

:

For he is the Alpha and Omega, the firft and the laft ', and of

him, and through bim
t
and to him are all things, Rom. 1 1. 36.

It is the higheft and noblcft work of faith, to make our own
Original to be our End, and to fct our love entirely upon
God , and to fee that we our felvcs are but worms and vanity *

capable ot no higher honour, than to be means to fleafe and
glorihe God , and mutt not take down God fo, as to love

him or.ly for our fclves. And he only who thusdenycth him-
fclffor God, doth rightly improve fclf-love, and feck the

only exaltation and felicity* by carrying up hirr.frlf to God,
and adhering to the eternal good, 1 Cor. 10. 31. Luke 14, 33.
Mat. 16.25. Mtrkfi. 35.

Dirccl. ir. Viftinguijb thefe Relations of God, but divide

them not •, much lefs fet them in any oppofitiott to each other <, and
rtmemUr that the effefis of them aH are ntarvelovfly and barnso*

nioufly mixt •> but mdtvidtd.

A a The
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The effects of Gods Power, are alwaics (he effeds alfo of

his Wifdom and his Goodnefi : And the effc&s of his Wifdom
%

are al waies the effects of his Goodnrfl and his Power ; And the

effects of his Goodntfs, arc alwaics the effects of his Power
and hisWifdom.The cffl cts of his Dominion on his rational fub-

jects, are alvvaies the effects alfo of his Government and Love:

And the effects of his Government, ire alwaies the effects al-

fo of his Dominion and Love : And the effects of his Love

as Benefactor , are alwaies the effects of his Dominion and

Government. Though fome one Principle, and fome one Re-

lation, may more eminently appear in one work as others do
in the other works. Difpofal is the effect of Propriety * but it

is alwaics a Regular and Loving difpofal of the fubjects of

his Government. Legiflation and Judgement are thetffects

of his Kingdom : But Dominion and Love have a hand in both,

till Rebellion turn men from fubjeetion : Glorification is the

higheft effect of Love : But it is given alfo by our Owner^ as

by one that may do as he lift with his own j and by our Gover-

nour by the way of a Reward, Mat. 20. 15. 2 Ttm. 4. 7,8.

Afrt. 25. throughout.

Direct. 12. Efpecially let F aitb vnvailto you the face ofthe

Goodnefs of God i and fee that your thoughts of it be neither falfe

nor lew i but equal to your thoughts of his Power and Vnder-

fiauding.

1. As our lofs by fin, is more in the point o( Goodnefs, thin

of Power or Knowledge fThe Devils having much of the two
lafi, who have but little or nothing of the firft) fo it is the

Goodnefs of God which mud be more fiudicd by a Believer,

thin his Power or his tYtfdm y
becaufe the imprefs of it is

more ncccifary to us in our lapfed ftatc.

2. They have falfe thoughts ofGods Goodnefs
%
who make

it to confitt only or chiefly, in a communicative inclination ad
iXtra> which we call Benignity : For he was as Good from Eter-

nity, before he made any creature, as he is hnce : And his

Goodnefs cor*(idered as effcntial in himfclf, and as his own per*

flection, is infinitely higher than the confideration of it, as ter-

minated on any Creature. Man is denominated good from

his adaptation to the will of God, and not God chiefly from

few adaptation to the commodity or will of man. And they

do
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do therefore debate God, and deific his creature, who mike
the creature the ultimate end of GOD and it felf, and not Go**"

the ultimate end of the creature. And they might as well

make the creature the Beginning alio of it fclfand God : (And
yet this fottifti notion takcth much with many half-witted

Novelifts in this Age, who account thcmfelvcs the men of

ingenuity )
And they have alfo falfc thoughts of the Goodnefs of God

%

who think that there is nothing of communicative Benignity in

it at all. For all the good which God doth, he doth it from

the Gjodnefs of his Nature : Thou art good, and doeflgood, PfaJ.

119.68. And his doing good is ufually exprelTcd by the phrafc

of being (rood to them : The Lord is good to all, P(al. 145. 9.

Pfal.25.8.&86.5.

Object. But if communicative Benignity be natural to God as

bit Effential Goodnefs U, tbenbemuft do good per modum na-

tuiac, Scad ulnmum potential, and then the world was from

Eternity, and as good as God could makf it.

A*fw, 1. Thofc Chriftian Divines who do hold that the

Vniverfewtofrom Eternity, and that it is as good as God can

make it ; do not yet hold that it was its own original, but an
eternal emanation from God, and therefore that God who is

the beginning of it, is the ultimate end, and eternally and vo-

luntarily, though naturally and neccflarily produced it for

bimfdf, even for the plcafurc of his will : And therefore that

Gods Effential Gcodnefs as it is in it felf, is much higher than

the fame as terminated in, or productive or* the ilniverfe.

And that no mixt bodies which do eriri & interire, arc gene-

rated and corrupted, were from eternity '•> and confequenfly,

that this prefent fyftcmc called the world, which is within our
fight, was not from eternity ; But that as fpring and fall

doth revive the plants, and end their tranlitory life ', (o it hath

been with the fe particular fyftemes > the fimplcr and nobler

parts of the Univcrfc continuing the fame. And they held that

the world is next to infinitely good , and as good as it is poffiblc

to be without being Godt and that for God to produce ano-
ther God, or an infinite gooi, is a contradiction : And that

•11 the bafcr, and pained, and mifcrable parts of the world,

wbejlrtjfreaivtlytQtbeterfetiicn of the whole, though not beft

A a 2 in
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in indto themfclvcs, (As every nuck and pin in a watch

is ncctiTary as well as the chief parts.) And that all things fct

together, it isbeft that all things be as they are, and will b:

:

Bat of this the infinite Wifdum, who fecth not only fomc

little parts, bat the whole Univerfe at one perfect view, is the

ritteft Judge.

2. But the generality of Divines do hold the contrary, and

fiy, that it is natural to God to be the Alfufficient pregnant

goods not only able to communicate goodnefs, but inclined

to it as far as his perfc&ion doth require , but not inclined to

communicate in a way of natural conltant neceflity , as the Sun

fhineth, but in a way of liberty, when, and in what degre es he

tleafctb > which fleafure is guided by his infinite Vndetftandmg,

which no mortal man can comprehend , and therefore mult

not ask any further reafon of the firfi reafon and rriffi but

flop here, and be fatisficd to rind that it is indeed Gods Wit

and Reafon, which caufeth all things when and what they

arc, andnototherwifc. And that God hath not made the

Univerfe as good in it felf, as by his abfolute Power he could

have made it : But that it is be(t to be as it is and will be, bc-

caufe it is moft fuitable to his perfed Wil and Wifdom. And

this anfwer feemeth molt agreeable to Gods Word.

And as you rouft fee that your thoughts of Gods Goodnefs

be not falfe j fo alfo that they be not diminutive and low. As

no knowledge is more ufeful and neccflary to us ; fo nothing

is more wonderfully revealed by God, than is his amiable

Goodnefs: For this end he fent his Son imoflcfli, to declare

his Love to theforelorn world, and to call them to behold it,

and admire it, John i 8,9, 10. & 3. 16.1 7***3. 1. Rfv.ai.3.

And as Chrilt is the chief glafs of the Fathers Love, on this

fide Heaven j fo it is the chief part of the office of Faith, to fee

Gods Love and Goodnefs in the face of Chrili : Let him not

reveal his Love in vain, at fodear a rate, and in a way of fuch

wonderful condefccnfion; Think of his Goodnefs, as equal to

his grtatntfs : And as you fee hit greatnefs in the frame of the

world j fo his goodnefs in the wonderful work of mans Re-

demption and Salvation : Let Faith beholding God in Chrift,

and daily thus gazing on his goodnefs, or rather rafting it, and

feaRinti on if, brxhe very (umtn of all your Religion and
1 * your
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y> ur lives. This is indeed to live by Faith, when it Workftb

by that Love, which is ourholincfs and life.

Direct. 13. Ltt not Faith overlockjhe Bookj of the Creaticn,

ard the wonderful demonftratioas of Gods Attributes there-

in.

Even fuch revelations cf Gods goodnefs and fidelity as arc

nude in Nature, or the works of Creation, arc fometimes in

Scriptures made the objc&s of faith. At lcaft wc who by the

belief of the Scriptures, do know how the worlds were made,

Hcb. 11.2, 3. muft belie vingly ftudy this glorious work of

our great Crcator . All thofe admirations and praifes cfGod
as appearing in his works, which David ufeth, were not

without the ufe of faith. Thus faith can ufc the world as a

fandificd thing, and as a glafs to fee the glory of God in,

while fenfual finn ers ufc it igainft God to their own perdi-

tion, and make it an enemy to God and them > fo contrary is

the Ufe of Faith and of Senfe. He hath not the heart of a

man within him, who is not ftricken with admiration of the

Tower, and Wifdom and Goodnefs of the incomprchcnfible

Crcator, when he ferioufly lookcth to the Sun and Stars, to

Sea and Land, to the courfe of all things, and to the won-
derful variety and natures of the particular creatures. And he
hath not the heart of a Believer in him, who doth not think

[O what a God is it whom I am bound to fervc, and who
hath taken me into his Covenant as his child ! How happy
arc they who have fuch a God, engaged to bet heir God and
Happinefs ? And how milcrable arc they who make fuch a

God their revenging Judge and enemy ? Shall I ever again

wilfully orcarelcfly (in againit a God of fo great Ma jetty > U
the Sun were an intellc&ual Deity, and ftiil looked on me,
fhould I prefumptuoufly offend him ? Shall I ever diftruit

the power ofhim that made fuch a world?Sha!l I fear a woi m,
a mortal man, above this great and terrible Crea'o; ? ^hall I

ever again rcfift or difobey the word and vvifdom oi him, who
made and rulcth fuch a world? Doth he govern the whol«
world, and (hould not I be governed by h.m ? Hith he Good-

nefs enough to communicate as he hath done to Sun and Stars

to Heaven and Earth, to Angels and Men, and every w ght }

and hath he not Goodnefs enough to draw, and engage, an <l

A a 3
continually
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continually delight, this dull and narrow heart of mine ?

Doth the return of his Sun, turn the darkfome night inro the

lightfome day, and biing forth the creatures to their food and

labour i doth its approach revive the torpid earth, and turn

the congealed winter into the pleafant fpring, and cover the

earth with her fragnnf many-coloured Robes, and K'ncw the

life and joy of the ferreftrial inhabitants s and (hill I find no-

thing in the God who made and ftill continucth the world, to

be the life, and ftrength, and pleafure of my foul > Pfal. 66. i.

&c. Mak$ a)oyfvl wife unto God, ati ye Landt : fing forth the

honour of his Name \ makfbis praife glorious : fay unto God, How
terrible art thou in thy works ?•—— Come and fee the work! of

God: He is terrible in bit doixg towards the children of men*

He ruleth by bis power for ever : bis eyes behold the Na-

tiotts : Ut not the rebellious exalt themfelves. blefs our God ye

people, and makf the voice ofhis praife to be heard ! who boldetb

our foul in life, and fufferetb not our feet to be moved, Pfal. 86.

8, o, 10. Among the gods there is none tike unto tbee9

Lord* neithtr are there any worbs likp unto thy works.

A% Nations whom thou baft made fhaJl come and worfhip before

thee, Lord, and fhall gkrifie thy Name : For thou art great ,

and doft wonderous things : thou art God alone, P(al. 92. 5, 6.

O Lord bow great are thy workj I thy thoughts are very deep,

a bruitijb man hpcwetb not, neither doth a fool utiderftand this.

Faith doth not fepatite it fell from natural knowledge, nor

neglcd Gods Works, while it ftudyeth his Word', but faith

Ffal. 143. 5. I meditate on all thy Works: I mufe en thework^

of thy bands. Pfal. 104. 24. Lord, how manifold are thy

works I its wifdom baft thou made them all : the earth is full of

thy riches ; fo is thegreat andwide Sea, &c.

Nay, it is greatly to be noted, that as Redemption is to re-

pair the Creation, ind the Redeemer came to recover the foul

ofman to his Creator, and Chrift is the way to the Father -, fo

on the Lords day our commemoration of Redemption includeth

and is fubfervient to our commemoration ofthe Creation, and

the work of the ancient Sabbath is not (hut out, but taken in

with the proper work of the Lords day : and as Faith in Chrift

isamcdiatcgracetocaufcinusiheLoi/ee/G^i fo the Word
of the Redeemer doth not call off our thoughts from the

Works
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Workf of the great Creator , but call them back to that employ-

ment, ind fit us for it by reconciling us to God.

Therefore it is as fuitablcto theGofpcl Church at leaft, as

it was to the Jewifh, to make Godswor^j the matter of our

Sabbith praifes, andtofay, as Pfal. 145.4* 5> 10. One fene-

ration jhall praife thy works to another , and Jhall declare thy

mighty aGs : I wiE fpeal^ of the glorious honour of thy Majefly»,

and of thy rvondercut work$: And menfhaV fpeak^ of the might

ofthy terrible attt, and I will declare thy greatnefs . —
AH thy tvorkj foati praife thee Lord, and thy Saint s final hlefs

thee, Pfal. 26. 6,j. 1 will wafh my bands in innocency, and

fo mil I eompafs thine Altar Lord, that I may publijh with

the voice of thanksgiving, and tell of all thy wonderout work/,

Pfil. 9. 12. 1 mil praife thee Lord with my whole heart, I

will'fhew forth all thy marvelous works.

Direct. 14. Let Faith alfo obferveGod in his djtfy Provi-

dences; and equally honour him fot the ordinary and the extra-

ordinary faffiges thereof.

The upholding of the world is a continual cauftng of it j

and differeth from creation, as the continued ftYning of a

Cindlc doth from the firft lighting of it. If therefore the

Creation do wonderfully declare the power, and Wifdom
y and

Goodnefs o(God ; fo alfo doth the confervation. And note that

Gods ordinary workj are as great demonftrations of him in all

his perfections, as his extraordinary : Is it not as great a de-

claration of the Power of God, that he caufe the Sun to ftiinc,

and to keep its wonderous courfc from age to age, as if he
did fuch a thing but for a day or hour ? and as if he caufed it

to Hand mil a day ? And is it not as great a demonftration of

his knowledge alfo, and of his goodnefs? Surely wefhould take

it for as great an a& oiLove, to have plenty, and health, and
joy continued to us as long as we delircd it, as for an hour.

Let not then that duration and ordinarinefs of Gods mani re-

flations* to us, which is their aggravation, be lookt upon as if

it were their extenuation : But let us admire God in the

Sun and Stars, in Sea and Land, as if this were the firft time

that ever we had feen them.

And yet let the txtraordinarnufs of his works have its effects

alfo « Thcit ufc is to Air up the diowfie cnind of man, to ft c

God
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God in that which is unuiual, who is grown cutfomary and

lifelefsin obfcrving him in things ufiul. Pb track and his Ma-

gicians will acknowledge God, in thofcunufml works, which

they arc no way able to imitate thcmfelves, and fay, 7b it it

the finger of Goi, Exod. 8. 19. And therefore miracles arc

never to be made light of, but the finger cfG 8d to be acknow-

ledged in them, whoever be the iniirument or occafion,

Luke 1 1. 20.

There arc frequently alfo fomc notable, though not mi-

raculous Providences, in the changes of the world, and in the

difpofal of all events, and particularly of our felvcs, in which

a Believer mould iiill fee God ; yea fee him as the total cauic,

and take the inftrumtn's to be next to norhing ; and not

ga*e all at wen as unbelievers do : but fay, This is tbe I^ords

doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes, Pfal. 118. 23. Sing unto

\be Lord a new fong, for be bath done marveloW things , Pfal.

98. 1. Marvelous are thy works, and that my fculkpowtt bright

Wf//, Pfal. 1 J 9- M-
Dired. 15. But Ut tbe chief fiudy of Faith for tbe know-

ledge of God, be of tbe faceofjefus Chrijt, and the mji won-

derjul myftery of hit Incarnation, and our Redemption*

For God is no where dfc fo fully iflanifcftcd to man, in that

Goidnefs , Love, aud Mercy, which it mo-ft concerneth us

to know i ind the knowledge of which will b: moft healing

and fan&ifying to the foul : But of this I mull fpcik more in

the chapter next fo'lowing.

Diic&. 16. Let Faith make nfe of every mercy, not only to

acknowledge God therein, but to have a pleafant tafte andrellifh

of hit Love.

For thus it is that they are z\\ fanSified fo Believers, and
this is the holy ufc of mercies: Remember that as in order

toVnderflandmg, your eyes and f*r;arcbut the paiTiges or
inlets to your minds •, and iffights and founds went nojurther
than the ienfes, you would be no brtrer, if not worfc than
beads: So alfo in order to Affi&icn, the taffe and fenfe of
fweetnefs, or any other pleafure, is to pad by the fenfe unto
the heart, and what (hould it do there, but affeft the heart

with the Love and Goodnefs of the giver. A bcaft rafteth as

much of the fenfitive fwectnefs of his food and cafe as you do

:
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But it H the Believer who heartily faith, Hot* good it the Au-
thor and end of all this mercy ? whence is it that this Cometh ?

and whether d.th it tend? I love the Lord becaufe be hath

heard the voice of my fupplication, Pfal. 116. I. that men
wouldpraifetke Lord for his goodnefs, Pfal. 145. 1 5, 16. Ihe
eyes of all things wait on thee: thou givefi them their meat in

due feafon. Ihcu opmfc thy hand, and fatisfieft the defires of

every living thing. He leaveth not himfelf without wit-

nefs in that hs d>th good, andgivetb us Rain from Heaven, and

fruitful feafons, filling our hearts with food andgladnefi, A&s
14. 17. The near conjunction of foul and body, and the

near relation of God ar.d his mercies, do tell us plainly, that

every plcafure which toucheth the fenfe, (hould touch the

heart, and reach unto the foul it felf \ and that as the creature

is fitted to the fenfe, and G>d is fuitable tothe/ow/j fo the

creature (hould be but Gods fervant to knock and caufe us to

open the door to himfelf, and the way of his communication
and acceffion to the heart. Therefore fo great a judgement
is threatnsd againft the Ifraelites in their profperity, if they

did not ferve God with'] yfulnefs and gladnefs of heart, for the

abundance of all things, Deut. 28. 47. And therefore the daies

in which men were to rcjoyce in God, with the greateft Jove

and thankfulnefs, were appointed to be daies offtAftwg> that

thepleafure of the bodily fenfes might promote thefpiritual

pleafurc and gratitude of the mind, 2 Cbron. 19. 2i. & 29. 30.

Neb. 8. 17. & 12.2j.Ejih. 9 17, 1 8, 19.Numb, 10. jo.

Direct, ij. Let Faith fed Gods difphafurs in every cha-

flifement andjudgement.

Forwemu/ibe equally careful that we dfyifc them not*

and that we faint not under them, Heb. 12, 5. They that pre-

tend that it is the work of faith to fee nothing in any affliction

but the love and benefit, do but fet one a& of faith agamft

another : For the fame word which tclleth us, that it (hall

turn to a true believers good, doth tell us that it is of it felf

a natural evil , and that as the good is from Gods Love,fo the

evil is from our fins, and his difpleafurc ^ and that he would
give us the good without the evil, if man were without fin.

He therefore that bclieveth not that it is a caiiigarory punifh-

ment for (in, is an unbeliever, as well as he that believefh not

B b the
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thepromifcof the benefit, Rom. 5. 12, 14, 1 6, 17, 18. iCor.

11. 30, 32.7^-5-25. Micab 1. ^.Amos 3. 2.

Yea this opinion dire&ly fruttrateth the hid end and ufe of

all chaftifements which is to further mens Repentance for the

eviloffin, by thefenfeof the evil of punifliment, and the no-

tice of Gods difpleifure manifefted thereby : And next to

make us warnings to others, that they incur not the fame

corre&ionand difpleafurc as we have done. For he that faith,

there is no penalty or evil in the fuflfering, nor no difpleafurc

of God exprcft thereby, doth contradict all this. But as it is

a great benefit which we arc to reap by our corrections, even

the furtherance of our Repentance and amendment ; fo it is

a great work of faith, to perceive the bitcernefs of fin, and

the difpleafurc of God in thefe corrections 1 of which more
anon.

Direct. 18. Faitb mufl hear tbe voice of God in all bit Word,

*nd in all the Counfel which by any one he fhall (end us.

When fenfc takcth norice ofnothing but a boof^
% or ofnone

bat a man, faith muft perceive the wind and weffage ofGod.

Not only inPreacbers, 2 Cor. 5. ip, 20. 1 Tbef.2. i$.Titus 2.5.

Heb. 13.7. but alfo in the mouth of wicked enemies, when
it is indeed the will of God which they reveal. And fo David

heard thecurfc of Sbimei, fpeaking to him the rebukes of

God, for his fin in the matter ofVriab, 2 Sam. 16. 10, 11.

And Pauirejoyeed that Cbrift wis preasbed by men of envy

and firife, who did it to add affli&ion to his bonds, Phil. 1.18.

Mofes perceived the will of God in the counfel ofjethro, even

in as great a matter as the governing and judging of the

people, Exod. 18. 19. The counfel of the ancients which Re-

hoboam forfook, was the counfel of God which he rejeQed,

1 King. 12. 8. David blefTcd God for the counfel ofa woman,
Abigail. Whoever be the MclTengcr, a Believer fhould be ac-

quainted with the voice of God, and know the true fignifi-

citions of his will. The txutjhcep ef Cbrift do tytow bis voice,

and follow him, becaufc they arc acquainted with his Word i

and though the Preacher be himfelf of a finful life, he can di-

ftinguifh betwixt God and the Preacher » and will not fay,

it is not the Word ofGod, becaufe it cometh from a wicked

mouth, For he hath read,?/*/, 50. 16. where God faith to

the
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the wicked, What hjji thou to do to takf my Covenant in thy

mouthy feeing thou hateft inftru&ion, and baft caft my words

behind tbee: But he never read [to the godly, faith God,
Why didft thou hear a wicked Preacher >] He hath read, fk*

Scribes and Fbarifees fit in Mofes chair, hear them, but do not

as they ds. But he never read [Hear none that live not accord-

ing to their do&rine.J An unbeliever will not know Cbrifts

Word, if* Judas be the Preacher of it: but a Believer can

read the coromiUion of Judas, or at lcaft can understand wbofe

coww/Whcdclivercth : and though he would be lothtocfcw/r

a Judas, or to prefer him before a holy man > yet \iworkers of

iniquity do preach in ChriftsNamc, he leaveth it to Chrift to

fay at Judgement, 1 kpow you not, Mat. 7. 21, 22. A&s 1.

17,24.

Direct. 19. Faith muft not look^ at God now and then, **d

leave the foul in ordinary forgetfulnefs of him : but remember that

be is alwaiesfrefent, and muft makf us rather forget them that

are talking to us, or converfing with us, than to forget the

Lord.

Nothing is more the work of Faith, than to fee him who it

invisible, Heb. n.27. And to live as one that mil rcmember-
eth, that God ftandethby: To think, as one that knowcth
that cur thoughts are alwaics in-nis fight, and to$MJ^and do
as one that forgettcth not, that he is the conftant and moft re-

verend witnefs of all. To hear, and pray, and livc,and labour

asifwefawthe God who employcth us, and will reward
us, Matth.6. 4,6. If*. 59. 18. Rev. 20. 12. Mittb. 16. 27.

Ram. 2. 6.

Direct. 20. Faith muft lay the heart of man, to reft in the

WiU of God, and to make it our chief delight to fleafe him, and
quietly to truft him whatever Cometh to fafs : And to makf no*

thing of aS that would rife uf againft him, or entice us from him,

or would be to w as in hisjtead.

Faith fecth thit it is the fleafing of the will of God, which
is all our work, and all oui reward : And that we fhould be

fully pleafed in the pleafing of him : And that there is no
other reft for the foul to be thought on, but rhc will of God

:

And it muft content the loul in him alone, 2 Tbef. 1. 1 1. Col.

3. 20. 1 0,7.3a, 1 Tfbefa. 1. 2 Tiw.2.4. Heb, 1 1, d.Mtf.3.17.

Bba &I7 5-
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& 17. 5. Heb. 13. 16. Pfal. 16. 5. &c 73. 26. 6c 119. 57.
8c 143.5.

As God is often called Jealous, efpecially over the heart of
man > Co faith muft make us jealous of our felves, and very
watchful againft every creature, which would become any
part of the felicity or ultimate objed of our fouls, God is fo

great to a believing foul, that Cifc, and honour, and wealth,

and pleafure, and all men, high and low muft be as dead and
nothing to us, when they fpeak againft him, or would be
loved, or feared, or fruftcd, or obeyed before him, or above
him : It is as natural to a true life of Faith oh God, t§ make no*

thing of the incroaching creature, as for our beholding the Sun,
to make nothing of a Candle. And thus is filth our victory

over the world, 1 John $.$.Jcr. 17.5. J/V. 2. 22. 1 Cor.15.28.

*>**/. 4. 6. C#/. 3. u.

CHAP. II.

DinGiens how to live by Faith on Jefus Chriji.

SO much is faid already towards this in opening the

grounds of Faith, as will excufe me from being prolix

in the reft : And the following parts of the Life of Faith, are

ftill fuppofed as fubordinatc to thefc two which go be-

fore.

Dircdr. 1. KeepfliO the true Reafens of Chrifts Incarnation

and Mediation uponyour mind (as they are before expreffed)

clfe Chrift will not be known by you as Chrift. Therefore the

Scriptures arc much in declaring the rcafons of Chrifts coming

into the world, as to.be a faenfice for fin, to declare Gods
love and mercy to finncrs > to feek and to five thit which was
lofti to dcftioy the works of the Devil, &c. 1 Tmt. 1. 15.

1 John 3. 8. Heb. 2. 14. Lufy 19. 10. Rom. 5. 10. 1 John 3.1.

Gal. 4. 4, 6, 8co Let this name or defcription of Chrift be

engraven as in capital Letters upon your minds. THE
ElERNAL WISDOM OF GOD INCARNATE 70 RE-
VEAL AND COMMVNICATE HIS WILL, HIS LOVE,
HIS SPIRIT TO SINFVL MISERABLE MAN.

Dircfl,
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Dircd. 2. See therefore that you joyn no conceit of Cbrifi
t

ubich dfoonouretb God, and is contrary to this charafter, and to

Gods defgn.

Miny by miftaking the dodhine of Thrifts Interaffion, do

think of God the Father, as one that is all wrath and juftice,

and unwilling of himfelf to be reconciled unto man : and of

the fecond perfon in the Trinity, as more gracious and mer-

ciful, whole mediation abateth the wrath of the Father, and

with much ado maketh him willing to have mercy on us.

Whereas it is the Love of God, which is the original of our

Redemption, and it W3S Gods loving the world, which pro-

voked him to give his Son to be their Redeemer, John$, 16.

Rom. 8.32. And God X9js in Gkrift reconciling the world unto

himfelf, not imfnting to them their trefpaffes, 2 Cor. 5. 19.

And therefore we mil read of Chrifts reconciling man to God,

and not the phrafc of his reconciling God to man : Not but

that both are truly wrought by Chrifts mediation i ( For the

Scripture frequently fpeaketh of Gods bating the workers of

iniquiry,and of his vindictive Juflice^nd of th&tprofitiatingzni

attornment, which ilgnifieth the fame thing :) But the reafon

is, beciufe the enmity began on mans parr, and not on Gods,
by mans forfaking God, and turning his love from him to the

creature, and not by Gods forfaking man , and the chtngeof

mans ftate and heart towards God, by true reconciliation,

Will make him again capable of peace with God \ andasfoon
as man is made an objeft fit for the complacency of God, it

cannot be but that God will again take complacency in him i

fo that the real change muft be only daman
i
and then that

relative ox denominative change which muft be on God, will

thence immediately rcfult.

Some alfo there be who gather from Chrifts d<rath,that God
defired the frfftrings of Chrift as f leafing to him in it felf; as

if he made a bargain with Chrift to fell lo much mercy ro man,

for fo much blood and fains ofChrifti and as if he fo delight-

ed in the blood of the innocent, that he would the willinglyer

do good to us, ifhe might fii&forfakf and crucifie Chrift. But

this is to contradict Chrifts bufinefs in the world, as if he

who came from Heaven to declare Gods Love
t
had come to de-

clare him to delight in doing hurt \ and as if he who came

6b ; to
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to demonftrate Gods Jultice, hid come to fhew, that he had
iathcrpuni(h the innocent, than the guilty : But the cife is

quite otherwife : God doth not delight in mans (LfTe rings as

iuch i no not of the guilty, much left of the innocent: He
defircd not drifts fnfferingfot it feif: But as it was a con-

venient means, to demonstrate his Jufiice, and his Holixefs,

and to vindicate the honour of his Government and Ltw^ and

to be a warning to finners, not to fin prefumptuoufly ; gnd
yet to declare to them the greatnefs of his Love,

And fome arc ready to gather from Chrifts propitiation, that

God is now more reconcileable to fin, and fo they blafphemc

him as if he were unholy : Asifhemadea fmaller matter of
our mif- doings, fince he is fatisficd for them by a Mediator.

And they areready to gather, that God can now take com-
placency in man, though he have no inherent holinefs at all,

becaufc of the rightcoufnefs of Chrift imputed to him. And
fome take Gods imputation of Chrifts right eoufnefs to w, to be

a refuting us to be the ferfins, who our jelves fulfilled the Law
in or by Chrift-, fo that his very Attributes of Wifdm, and
Love, and Holinefr, and Justice, and Mercy

,
&c. which Chrift

came purpofcly to declare, arc by fome denyed, blafphemcd

or abufed, on pretence of extolling Chrift and our Redem-
ption •> asif wemightfin that grace may abound, Rom, 6. 1,2.

Buti/ while we feek^to be juftified by Chri$, we cur felves alf§

arefound (inner

s

y
it therefore Chrift the Miniftcr of fin .«? God

forbid, Gal. 2. 17.

Direct. 3. Viftinguifb between the common and the fiecial

benefits of mans Kedemftion by Chrift ; and fee hove the Utter do

frfpofe the former j and fet not thefe farts againft each ether,

which God in wifdom hath joyaedtogether.

Topift by all other the great a-nd notable common benefit
}

is the conditional Covenant ofgrace ; or the conditional fardon

tffin, and gift of eternal life to aO without exception, John 3. 16.

Mark 16. 15, 16. Rom. 10. p. Mat. 6. 14, 15* Mat.22.7,8,9.

And this general conditional fromife muft be firft preached i

and the preaching of this is the univerfal ot common caU and

offer of grace: And it muft be rlrft believed, as is before

laid But the actual belief of it, according to its true in-

test anil meaning, doth prove oujr actual pcrfonal title to ail

the
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the benefits which were before given but conditionally, John

3. 16. 1 John 5. 10, 11, i2. 2 Cor, 5. 19,20 21.

Dired". 4. Accordingly jxdge bow far Redemption is common

9t facial, by tkc common and fecial benefits f
recur ed.

For no mm can deny but it is fofar Cvmmon, as the benefits

arc common : that is, fofar as to procure and give to tinners a

common conditional pardon as aforefaid (as Dr. Twiffe very of-

ten takcth noticej And no man can affirm, that it is common
to all, Co far as abjbltttely or eventually to give them a&ual par-

don and falvation, unlcfs they dream that all are faved. But

that fame eventually and infallibly arc Avcd, all confefs : And

we had rather think that Chrift and the good pleafureofGod,

is the chief differencing caufe, than we our felvcs.

Dircd. 5. Set not the feveralparts of the Office cf Chrift

againfi each other j nor either deprefi or forget any on: part,

whileyou magmfic and meditate only on the other,

It is moft ordinary to reduce all the Office of Chrift, to the

Propbetical,Prieftly, and Kingly part. (For it is more proper

to call them three parts of one Office, than three Offices :)

But it is hard to reduce his Incarnation, or his infant-humilia-

tion, and his whole courfe of obedience, and fulfilling the

Law to any one, or all of thefc, f orally. Though in fome re-

fptCfr, as it is his example, it is teaching, and as it is part of his

humiliation, it may be called a part of his facrifice j yet as it is

meritorious, obedisnee and perfection, it belongeth indeed to

our High- Priefl, but not formally to h ;

,s Prieljhood: No nor

yet as he bimfelf is the facrifice for fin : For it is not an a& of

Priefthood to be himfelf a facrifice. But yet I think the com-
mon deftribution intimateth to us that fenfe which contain-

ed the truth which we enquire after : For the word Prieft-

hood is applyed to Chrift in a peculiar r.otion, fo as it is never

applyed to any other i and therefore is taken more compre-

henfively, as including all that good which he doth for us

(as good) by the way of Mediation with the Father, and all

his ads of Mediation with God i as the Prophetical and Kingly

parts, contain his other adfo toward men. But yet a more

plain and accurate deftribution (hould be made-, in which it

(hould be manifeftcd alfo to what heads his many other af-

fumed titles of Relation are to be reduced : Bur thisis not a

work for this place. But
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Butthit which now I advife you to avoid, is the crrour

of them who look fo much at Chrifts Mediation with Gq*j\%\

theyfearec obfeive his work with wan: And the errour of

them who look fo much at his work, on nun, that they ovcr-

!00k his Mediation with God: And theirs that fo obferve hs
facrifice, as to make light of his continual interrtfftm : or that

obfen ing both,mikc light of his d Urine and example : Or that

obferve thefefo much as to make light of his facrifice and in-

ter ceflion: Or that extol his d'Mrine ani example, and over-

look his giving of the J^irir to all his living members : Or
that cannot magnilie any one of thefe, without depreffing cr

extenuating fome o?hcr. If Chntls Kingdom be not divided,

Mat. 1 2. 25. fure drift himfelf is not divided, nor his works,

1 Cor. 1. 13.

Dircd 6. Still dtftinguijb between Cbrifis work^ of Re-

demption, which he hath already wrought on earth, to conftitute

him our Mediatory lie fid, anH that which be was further to do^

for us in that Relation; that y u may ground your faiih on the

firft as a foundation laid by him, and may feeh^ after the fecond

of that which rtquireth fimewbat from yourfdves to your own
participation.

The firft part is commonly called the Impetration, the fecond

the Apflicaticn for rather, the Communication) As God did

firft co himfelf the work of Creation, and thence refult his

Relations of our Owner, our Ruler, and cur Chief Good ( or

our Love, or End, or Benefactor i ) Co Ckrifi fir ft doth the

works which makj him cur Redeemer towards God s and then

he is alfo our Owmr^ our Zw^Vr,and our communicative Bene-

fjficr, hereupon. And this feemeth infimated by thofc

phrafes, Eeb. 5. 8. be 2. 9, 10. where he is f3id to left* obe-

dience by the things wbieb befuffered, that is, as a fubj:6i cx-

cretfed obeditnee, and fo learnt to know by experience what
obeying if. And that (the Captain of c?:r ftiv*tion wjs made

perfect tyfiffertr.gs, and for furring death was crowned with

glory): becaufehis fuffcrings did conftitute him a petfed Cap-
tain or Redeemer in performance , though before he was per-

fect in ability. As he that uedertakech to redeem fome

TurkiftS gally-flavcs by conquering their Navy, is made a

perfect Redeemer, or Conqucrour, when he hath taken the

fleet,
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fleer, though yet the prifbners are in his power, to rclcafc

them on fuch terms at fcem beft to him. And as a man is a

perfeft Chirurgcon,whcn(befides his skilljhc is furnifhed with
all his inftruments or filves (how coftly focverj though yet

the cure is not done : Or as he that hath ranforued prifontrs is

a perfed Ranfomer, when he hath paid the price, though
yet they are not delivered, nor have any actual right them-
fclvcs to claim deliverance by. I here mention this, becaufe

the building upn that foundation, which is fuppofed to be alrea-

dy laid and finifhed^ and the feekjng of the further falvatioH

which yet we have no polTflion of, nor perhaps any title to,

arc works fo very different, that he that doth not difcern the

difference, cannot cxercife the Chriftian faith : Becaufe it is

to be nccclTarily excrcifed by two fuch different afts, or dif-

ferent waies of acting and applying our felves to our Re-

deemer.

Direct. 7. Still think,, of Cbrifls nearnefs both to the Father

and to us i and fo of our NEARNESS to God in and by

him.

Our diftance is the lamentable fruit ofour Apoftacy \ which
inferrcth, our fears, and eftrangednefs, and bickwardncfs to

draw near to God : It caufcth our ignorance of him, and our

falfc conceits of his will and works : it greatly hindercth both
love and confidence : whereas the apprehenlion of our nearnefl

to God will do much to cure all thefc evils. As it is the mife-

ry of the proud, that God lookethon them as afar off, that

is, with ftrangencfr, and abhorrence, and difdain, Pfal. 138.6.

And accordingly they (hall be far off from the bleffcd ones

hereafter, Lukf 16. 23. So it is the happinefs of Believers to

be nigh to God, in Jcfus drift, who condefcended to be nigh

tousi which is our preparation to be yet nearer to him for

ever, pfal. 148. 14. & 34. 18. & 145. 18. Efbef. 2. 13. It

giveththe foul more familiar thoughts of God, who fecmed

before to be at an inacctfTible diftance •> which is part of the

boldnefs of acctfi and confidence mentioned, Efbef. 3. 12. &
2.18. Kiwi. 5.2. Heb. 10.19. Wc mav come boldly to the

Throne of grace, Heb. 4. 16. And it gteatly hclpeth us in the

work of Love, to think how near God is come to us in

Chrift, and how near he hath taken the humane nature unto

C c him.
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him. When a tinner lookcth at God only as in himfclf, and

as he is eftranged from the guilty, he is atmzed and confound-

ed, as if God were quite out of the reach of our love j but

when he thinketh how he hath voluntarily come down into

our flefh, that he might be ww, and be familiar with man,

and whit a wonderful marriage the Divine Nature hath made

with the humane, this wonderfully Kconcilcth the heart to

God, and makcth the thoughts of him more fwcet and ac-

ceptable. If the life of faith be a dwelling in God, and God in

w, and a walkjng with God, i Joh. 3. 24. & 4. 12, 15, 16.

Efbef.$. 17. Gen. 17. 1. & 24.40. & 5. 22. & 6. 9. Heb.

1 1 . 5 . Then muft we perceive our nearnefs to God : The juft

apprehenfion of this nearnefl'm Chrifts Incarnation and Rela-

tion to us, is the chief means to bring us to the neamefs of

love and heavenly convcrfation, Col. 3. I, 3, 4.

Dire&. 8. Ma\$ Chrift therefore the Mediation for all'your

fradical
thought s of God.

The thoughts of God will be ftrange to us through our

dijiance, and terrible through our guilt, if we look not upon
him through the profpedhve of Chrifts humaaity and crofs.

God out of Chrift is a confuming fire to guilty fouls. As our

acceptance muft be through the Beloved, in whom he is well

pie a fed i fo our thoughts muft be encouraged with the

fenfeof that acceptance-, and every thought muft be led up
to God, and emboldened by the Mediatour, Mat. 3. 17. &
17.5. & 12. 18. Efbef. 1.6. Heb. 2. 9,10, 12,13,17.

Direct. 9. Never come to God in prayer, or any o^er a3 of

worjlnp, but by the Mediation of the Son •, and Jut allyour prayers

as into bis band, that he mayprefent them to the Father.

There is no hoping for any thing from God to finncrs, but

by Chrift : and therefore there is no fpeaking to God but by

him : not only in hit Name, -butalfo by his Mediation'. And
this is the excrcife of his Pricfthood for us, by his heavenly in-

terceffion, fo much fpoken of by the Holy Ghoft in the

Epiftlc to the Hebnws : Seeing we have a great High Priefi,

that is faffed intotbe Heavens, Jefus the Son of God, let us bold

fafl our frofejfion: Let us therefore ome boldly te tbelhrone

e/f grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace U help in

time of need) Heb. 4. 1 4, 16.

Dircft
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Dire#. iO. Hear every word of Scripture Precepts and Mmi-

fttrial Exhortation (confonant to the Scripture) at fent f u$

by Cbrifr, and from the Father by him > as the appointed teacher

of the Church.

Hear Chrift in his Gofpd and his Minifters,and hear God the

Father in the Son. Take heed of giving only a flight and ver-

bal acknowledgement of the voice of Chrift, whileft you re-

ally arc more taken with the Preachers voice, as if he had a

greater ihare in the Sermon, than Chrift hath. The voice in

the holy Mount, which P<f*r witneffeth that he heard, 2 Pet.

1. 17. was, Ihit is my Beloved Son, in whom 1 am wetipleafed,

hear ye him, Mat. 17. 5. And it Jhall come to pafs, that every

foul which veiU mt hear that Prophet; (hall he deftroyed from

among the people, Ads 3. 23. Whenye received the Word of

God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the Word of

men, hut as it is in truth the W*rd of God, which wor^eth ejfe-

Buatly inyou that believe, iThef. 2. 13. The Sheep will follow

him
t
for they kpow his voice : a granger they wiU not follow,

John 10. 4, 5. \

Direct. 1 1 . Takg every mercy from God at from the hand of

Chrift •, both as procured by hit Crofs
t
and as delivered by hie

Mediatory Adminiftration.

It is ftill fuppofed that the giving of the Son himfelf by the

Father to this office, is excepted as prefuppofed. But all Tub-

fequent particular mercies, arc both procured for us,»nd given

to us, by the Mediator. Yet is it neverthelcfs from God the

Father^ nor doth it everthelefs, but the more fully fignifie his

love. But the ftate of tinners allowcth them no other way of

communication from God, for their benefit and happinefs, but

by one who is more near and capable to God, who from him
may convey all blcfftngs unto them. Blejpd be the God and Fa-

ther of our Lord J^fus Chrift, who bath blejfed us with all [pU
ritual bleffwgs in things heavenly in Chrift > Ephef. 1. 3. He
that /pared net his own Son, but gave hint up for us all, how
fhall he net with him alfo freely give w all things ? Rom. 8.32.

Through the knowledge ofhim, the Divine Power giveth us

all things that pertain to life and godlmfs, 2 Pet. 1.3. God
hath given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son, 1 John 5

.

10, xi, Allthings are deliveredinto hk hand, Joh.13 3.8c 17.2.

Cc a Therefore
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Therefore receive every particular mercy for foul aud bjdy,

as from the blood, and from the prcfent mediation of Chrift,

that you may rightly underftand it, and have it as fanct/iiicd

and fweetned by Chrift.

Direct, 12. Let Faith take occafan by every fin, to renttv

yourfenfe of the want of Chrift^ and to bringyou to him
%

to me-

ditate and grant you a renewed fardon.

Therefore entertain not their miftake, who tell men that all

fin, paft, prcfent, and to come, is fully pardoned at once

^whether it be before you were born in Gods decree, or

Chrifts fatisfa&ion, or at the time of your converfionj nor

theirs who teach that Chrift pardoneth only fins before con.

verfion, but as for all that arc committed afterward, he doth

prevent the need of pardon, by preventing all guilt and ob-

ligation to puniftiment (except mecr temporal chaftifement.)

The preparation which Chrift hath made for our pardon, is in

it (elf fufficicnt, yea and eflfc&ual as to that end which he

would have it attain before our believing : But our aUual

fardon is no fuch end : Nor can fin be forgiven before it be com-

mitted) becaufe it is no fin. Chrift never intended tojuftifie

or fanGifie w ferfeSly at the firft (whatfocver many fay to

the contrary, becaufe they underftand not what they fay) but

to carry on both proportionably and by degrees, that we may
have daily ufe for his daily mediation, and may daily pray,

Forgive us our treffafjts. There is no guilt on them that arc

in Chrift , fo far as they vpalk^not after the flefh> but after the

ffirit *, nor no proper condemnation by fentence or execution at

all > becaufe their pardon is renewed by Chrift, as they renew
their fins of infirmity : but not becaufe be freventeth their

need of any further pardon.

Therefore as God made advantage ofthe fins of the world,

for the honouring of his grace in Chrift, that grace might
abound where fin abounded, Row. 5. 12, 16, 17. So do you
make advantage of your renewed fins, for a renewed ufe of

faith in Chrift » and let it drive you to him with renewed dc-

fires and expectations of pardon by his intcrceflion : That
Satan may be a lofer, and Chrift may have more honour by
every fin that we commit. Not that we fhould fin that grace

may abound > but that we may make ufe of abounding grace

when
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when wc have finned. It is (he true nature and uie of Faith

and Repentance to draw good out of fin it fclf, or to make
the remembrance of it to be a meins of our hatred and morti-

fication ofit, and ofour love and gratitude to our Redeemer

;

Not that fin it ft If doth (formally or efficiently) ever do
any good: But (in objectively is turned into good : For Co fin

is nofm * brcaufe to remember fm is not /in. When David

faith, PfaL 51.3. that bis fin was ever before him, he meaneth

not only involuntarily to his grief, but voluntarily as a medita-

tion ufeful to his future duty, and to ftir him up to all that

which afterward he promifcth.

Direct. 13. In all the jveatytjf's and larguijbings of the

ntvp creature, let Faith look-up to Chrifi forftrevgtb.

For God hath put our life iito his hand, and he is our

root, and hath promifed that we fhaU live becaufe he liveth^

John 14- if. Do not think only of ufingChrift, as you do a

friend when you have need of him > or as I do my pen, to

write, and lay it down when I have done : But as the

branches ufc the Vinc,and as the members ufe the Head, which
they live by > and from which when they arc feparated, they

die and wither, John 15. 1,2,3, &c. Ephef. 1.22. & 5. 27, 30.

&4. 4, 5,12, 15, 16. Cbriftmuft even dwell in our hearts by

Faith, Ephef. 3. 17. that is, 1. Faith muft be the means of

Chrilis dwelling in us by his Spirit i and 2. Faith muft fo ha-

bituate the heart to a dependance upon Chrift, and to an im-

provement of him that objstlively he muft dwell in our hearts,

as our friend doth whom wc moft dearly love j as that which
we cannot chufe but alwaies think on.

Remember therefore that we live inChrift, and that the

life which we now live U by the faith of the Son of God, who hath

lovedus, and given himfelffor us, Gil. 2. 20. And his grace is

efficient for w%
andhu firength moft manifeftedin mr u>eak»ef?,

2 Cor. 12. 9. And that when Satan dclueth to fife us, he

prayeth for us that our faith may not fail, Luhe 2.7. 3 2. And
that our life is hid with Chriji in God, even with Chriji who U

our life, Col. 3. 3, 4. That he is the Head, in whom all rbe

members live, by the communication of his appointed liga-

ments and joynts, Ephef. 4. 14, 15, 16, Therefore when any

£rac« is weak, go to your Head for lift arid (hergrh. If faifh

Ct 5 fc
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be weak, pray, Lord increaft our faith, Luke J 7. 5. If you

are ignorant, pray him to openyour underftandings, Luk. 24.45.

If your hearts grow cold, go to him by faith, till he (bed

abroad the love of God upon your hearts, Row. 5. 3, 4. For

of his fulnefs it is that we murt receive grace for grace,

Jchn 1. 16.

Direct. 14. Let the chief and moft diligent Wirk^ of your faith

in Chrift be, to inflaweyour hearts with [eve to God, as hu Good-

nefs and Love is revealed to us in Chrift.

Faith kindling Love, and working by it, is the whole fumm
ofChriftianity > of which before.

Direct. 15. Let Faith k?ep the txamfle of Chrift continuaty

before your eyes ; ejj> edaily in t bofe farts of>r, which he intended

for the contradtHtng and healing of our great eft fms.

Above all others, thefe things feem purpofely and fpecial-

ly chofen in the life of Chrift, for the condemning and curing

of our fins ; and therefore are principally to be obferved by
faith.

1. Hi* wonderful Love to God
f

to his EU8
y and to his ene-

mies : cxprciled in fo ftrange an undertaking, and in his Of-

ferings, and in his abundant grace, which muft teach us, what
fervours of love to God and man, to friends and enemies muft

dwell and have dominion in us, 1 John 4. 10. Rev. 1.5. Rora.5,

8, 10. 7^13.34, 35. 6c 15. 13. 1 Jobn$. 14.23. 17, &
4.7,8,20,21.

2. Ha full obedience to his Fathers will, upon the deareft rates

or terms : To teach us that no labour or coll (hould feem too

great to us in our obeying the will of God i* nor any thing

feem to us of fo much value, as to be a price great enough ttf

hire us to commit any wilful fin, Row. 5.19. Heb.j 8.P6//.2 8.

1 Sam. 15.22. 2 Cor. 10.5,6. Heb. 5 .9. jFeta 14.15. & 15,10.

1 John 2. 3. & 3.22.6c 5. 2,3. R*v. 22.14.

3. His wonderful contempt of all the Riches, and Greatnefs of

the world, and all thepleafuresofthe flejh, and all the honour

which is ofman i which he flawed in his taking the form of a

fervant, and making himfelf of no reputation, and living a mean
inferiourlife : He came not to be flrvcd (or miniftrcd to) but

to fcrvc ; Not to live in ftate with abundance of attendants »

with provisions for every turn and ufc, which fride, curioftty^

or
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or carnal imagination, takcth (or a conveniency, or a decency,

no nor a necefflty : But he came to be as afervant unto others i

not as defpifirg his liberty, but as excrcifing his voluntary ku~

mility and love : He that was Lord of all for eur fakes, became

foor to makg us rich : He lived in Iowlincis and meeknefs : He
fubmittcd to the greateft (corn of turners* and even to the

falfc accufatrons and imputations of molt odious fin in it (elf,

Pbil. 2.6,7,8,9. Heb. 12. 1,2,3. Mattb. 26. 55, 60, 61, 63,66.
& 27,28, 25?,30.3i.Mtftr^. 11. 29,30. & 20. 28. 2 Cor. 8. 9.

which was to teach us to fee the vanity of the wealth and ho-

nours of the world, and to defpife the Idol of the ungodly,

and to lay that under our (cct, which is nearcft to their heart -,

and to be able without impatiency, to be fcorned, fpit upon,

buffeted and abufedi to be poor, and of no reputation among
men-, and though not toenflavc our fclves to any fbut if wc
can be free to utc it rather, 1 Cor. 7. 21.) yet to be the loving

and voluntary fervants of as many as we can to do them good ,

and not to defire to have a great retinue, and to be fuch vo-

luntary burdens to the world, as to be ferved by many, while

wc fervenonc, as if wc fwho are taught by Chrift and Na-
ture, that it is more honourable to give than to receive, and to

be helpful unto many, than to need the help oimany) would
declare our impotency to be fo great, that (when every poor
man can ferve himfelf and others) wc arc (and had rather be)
fo indigent, as not to live and help ourfelves, without the help

ofmany fervants : yea fcarce to undrefs and drefs our (elves,

or to do any thing which another can do for us, Only fuch

pcrfons are willing to eat, and drin\, zndfldep for thcmfclves,

and to p/*y,and laugh, and to fin for themlelves , but as to any
thing^iat's good and ufefull, without their prefent ferfuive

delight, they are not only unferviceablc to the world, but

would live like the lame or dead, that muft be moved and
carryed about by others. Among Chrifts fervants, he that

is the chief, mull be the chief in fervice, even as a fervant mto
all, Luke 22. 26. Matth. 23. xx* And all by love muft ferve

one another, Gal. 5. 13,

4.. His fubmiffioft unto death, and conqueft of the natural

love of life, for tgreatcr good, «ven the pleafing ofGcd y
and the

Crown of Glory> and the good of many in their ftlvation : To
teich
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teach us that not only the pleafures of life, but life it felf mu(l

be willingly laid down, when any ofthefe three ends require

v it, M*ttb.zo.i%.Jobn 10 n. & 15.13. 1 Jobn 3.16,7^. 10.17.

Mn 20.24, Mi«^7. io. 39. & 16. 25.Mir^i4. 26. Pbil. 2. 30.

1 jfyibw 3. 16. Kez/.i2.ii.

Direct. 16. Let Faith behold Cbrijl in hie relation to bis mi-

tttrfaL Churchy andnot untoyour fe Ives alone.

1. Brcaufe elfe you overlook his mod honourable relation:

It is more his glory to.be the Churches Headend Saviour, than

yours, Efbef 5. z$. & 1.21,22. And 2. You elfe overlook

his chief defign and tt>or\\ which is for the perfecting and

favirgofhisbody, Ephef. 1.23. Col. 1. 24. 18. And 3. Elfe

you overlook the chief part of your own duty, an<J of your

conformity to Chrilr, wUch is in loving and edifying the body,

Efbef. 4. 12, 16, Whereas if you fee Chrift as the undivided

and impartial Head of alHSaints, you will fee alfo all Saints as

dear to him, and as united in him i and you will have commu-
nion by faiih withrkm in him ; and you will love them all,

and pray for all , and defire a part in the prayers of all (inftead

of carping at their different indifferent manner, and forms,and

words of prayer, and running away from them, to (hew that

you difown them.) And you. will have a tender care of the

unity, and honour, and profperity oTthe Church, and regard the

welfare of particular Brethren as your own, 1 Cor. ^.through-

out, Jobn 13, 14, 34. & 15. 12, 17. Rom. 13. 8. ftooping to the

rowelt fcrvice t© one another, if it were :hc waihing of the

fecti and in honour preferring one another, Rom. 12. 10. Not
judging nor de/pifwg, nor perftcuting, but receiving and forbear-

ing «ne another, Rom. 14. throughout, & 1 5. 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8.

Gal. 5. 13. & 6. 1,2,3. Efbef. 4. 2, 32. Col. 3.13. Edifywg, ex-

horting* andfeeking thejaving of one other, 1 Jbef. 5. iTT6c 4.

f> 18. Htb. 3. 1 3. & 10. 24. Not fpeaking evil one of anther,

James 4. 11. Much left biting and devouring one another, Gal.

5. 1$. But having compaffion $ne of another, as thofc that are

members one 0} aaetber, 1 Pet. 3.8. Rom. 12. 5.

Dirt&. 17. Mak* all your opposition to the temptations of

Satan, the world and the flejh, by the exercife of Faith in

Ckrift.

From him you mull have your weapons, skill an4 ftrengtb.

It
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It is the great work of Faitb
y
to militate under him, as the

Captain ofour ialvation i and by vcrtue of his precepts, ex*

ample and Spirit to overcome as he hath overcome. Of which

more anon.

Direct. iS. Death alfj muft be entertained and conquered Ip

faith in Cbrti.

Wc muft lee it as already conquered by him, and entertain

it as the piflage to him ; This alfo will be after fpokea

ro.

Dired. 19. Faith ntuft believe in Cbrifi as our Judge, to

live m aur finalJunification, andfentence us to endlefs /j/^Rora.

14.. 9,10. 7^5.22,24,25.
Direct. 20. LatHy, Faith mufi fee Cbrifi as prefaring us a

flace in Heaven, and pffiffiag it /«r us, and ready to receive tee tt

hivtfelf. But all this 1 only name, becaufc it will fall in in the

laft Chapters.

C H AP. III.

Directions to live by Faith oh the Holy Gbojt.

TH is is not the lead part of t he life of Faith. If the Spiri t

give us Faith it felf, then Faith hath certainly its proper

work to do towards that Spirit which giveth it : And if the

Spirit be t he worker of all other grace, and Faith be the means
on our part, then Faith hath fomewhat to do with the Holy
Ghoft herein. The b'eft way that I can take in helping you to

believe aright in the' Holy Ghoft, will be by opening the tru*

fenfeof thrs great Article cf our Faith to you, that by under-

standing the matter aright, you may know what you arc here

both to do, and to expett.

Dlreft. 1. The name of the Holy €bofi, or Spirit of Cod, ia

*fedin Scripture for the third perfo» in the Trinity as conjiitu-

ttve, and as tbo third perfeftive principle of operation > and ntoft

ufually as operating ad extra, by communication. And thercibra

»any Fatbers,md ancient Divines and Schoolmen,fay,r^r the

Holy Ghoft, tbo third perfon and principle is THE LOVE OF
WD j which as 1'; is Gods Love of himfef, * a conftitutive

D4 ptrfn
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per[on or principle in the trinity i but as it is pregnant and pro*

duSive, it ie the third principle of ope rat ion ad extra \ and fi>

that it is taken ufually, fji the pregnant, operative L*v: cf

Gcd,

And thus cruy fuppofc that the Divine POWER, INTEL-
LECT and WILL (or Wtfdom and L'vt) arc the three earn*

ftitutive ferfons in themfelves, and the three principles of opera-

tion ad extra. To this purpofc writeth Origen, Ambrofe and
Richardus the Schoolman \ but p'ainlier and fu'lier Vamafcene

and Birnard, and Edmurdus Cantuarienfis , and pQthj Prumenfis

cited by me in my Reafor.s of the Cbrijt'td* Religion^ p:ge 372,

373 374 Avgufkint only putfeth Memory for Pc»>er, by whxh
yet Cantpanelh cbinketh he meant Fever, (Mtaphyf. par, 2.

/.^.c. 12. «rt. 4. f*4 &8.) what Qtfiriis and miny other (iy

detriplici lumihe, I pafs by: The Lux Radii & Lumen, arc

thought a fit fimilitude by miny : B-it the M ti n
t
Light and

Hr«t, is a planimpr flion of the Trinity on that noble ele-

ment of firr. That holy man E}h'£*i Syrus in his Tcftament

ufcrh the phrafc (\n his adjuration of his D fciplcs, and the

protection of his own fodfaftntls in the doctrine of the Tri-

r.ity agamft all Heretic*) [By that three rained fire ofthemojr

hly Trinity"] 'or Divine M-)tfty as another Copy hath it) [And
by that infinite andfile, ove Fcvprr ofGad i and by th:fe three fub-

fifiencesof the intelligible [or inteluilual) fire. 2 And as it is a

nioft great and certain truth, that this facrcd Trinity of Di-
vine Principles, have made their impreft iornmunicativcly up-

on the frame ofniture, and moft evidently on the nob'ejr parts,

which arc in excellency neireft their Creatour i Co it is evident

that in the creatures LOVE is the pregnjr.t communicitivt

principle ; So is Natural Lve'in Generation and friendly Love in

benefiting others i and fpiritual Love, in propagating know-
ledge and grace, for the winning of fouls.

What I faid of the Scripture ufc of the word is found in

1 JjJba 5.5,67,8. H<?K 9. 14. 1 Cor. 12^3 4. Rw.i.+Jobn 1.

32,33. & 3.5 34 & * <$3- Gen > ia - 7oh 334* zCor - 3- 17>>*
Lxi^4 iS.Mcah 3 8. Ifa.i 1.2. & 61 1.

Died. 2. The mere excellent meafure of the Spirit given b)

Cbrijl afttr hie ajecnfionto the Gofpel Church, * to bi diftinguijh-

td from tbatvhicb was befqn communicated, tad tb* Spirit
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tf thrift is k which $ur Chriftian Faith hath [fecial refpeQ to.

Without the Sfirit of God, as the perfedive principle, nature

would not have been nature, Gen. 1.2. All things would not

have been good, and vtry good, bjtby the communication of

gtodntfi: And without fomewhat of that Spirit, there would
be no MoralGoodnefs in any ofmankind : And without (bmc
(fecial operations of that Spirit, the godly before Chrifts com-
ing in the fledh, would not have bc:r\ god!^ nor in my prcl'cnt

capacity of glory : Therefore there was fomc gift of the Spi-

lit before.

But yet there wis an eminent gift of the Spirit p*op r to

the Gofpel times, which the former ages did not know \

which is fo mnch above the former g ft, that it is Efficient to

prove the Verity o{Chrift.

For 1. Th:re was ufc f >r th* fpiciill afteftation of the

Fither by way of Tourer, by M racks, and his Rcfurredton to

own his Son. 2. The Wifdum and Word of God incarnate,

muft needs bring a fpecial meafure of #'//&w to his Difciplesi

and therefore give a greater meafure of the Spirit for iVuwiw-
tion. 3. The defign of Redemption being the revelation of the

L?ve cf God, and the r:covery of our Love tthim, there muft
needs be a fpecial meafure of the Spirit of Lrve (hed abroad

opon our hearts. And in all thefc three re fpeds, the Spirit

was accordingly communicated.

Qjeft. Wat it nit the Spirit of Cbri\\ which wis in the

Trophets, and i* all the godly before Chrifts coming ?

Anfw. The Spirit ofChriti is cither that meafure of the

Sprit, whi.h was given af:cr the fiift Covenant of Grace, as

it dtrTcrcth from the ftatc of man in innocency, and from the

ftatc of man in his Apoftacy and condemnation : And thus if

was the Spirit ofChrift which was then given, lo fir as it was
the Covenant and Grace if Chrift, by which men were then

lived. But there was t fuller Cox/oumi to be made after his

coming, ind a fuller neafuro 0} Grace to be given, and a full

ttteftation of God for the eftabhfhmcnt and promulgarion of

this Covenant ; And accordingly 1 fuller and fpecial gift of
the Spirit. And this is called thi Spirit of Chrift ; in the pe-

culiar Gofpel fcafe.

Qjeft. How is itfaid,]oh. 7.37. that the Hofy Ghoft wa>

Dd 2 riot
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notyn given, becaufe Cbriji was not yet glorified ?

Anfw. It is meant of this facial nteafure of the Spirit,

vrhici was to be Chrifts fpecial witnefs and agent in the

woild. They had before that meafurc of true grace, which

was ncc;iTary to the falvation of Believers, before the Incarna-

tion and Refurre#ion of Chrift, ("which was the Spirit of

Chrift, as theL^r b:forcSun-rifmg is the Light of the Sun,)

and if they died in that cafe, they would hive been faved : But

they had not the fig*al Spirit of tbeGcfpel, fettled and refident

with them , but only fomc little tafte of it for carting out De-

vils, and for Cures, ar that time when Chrift fent them by a

fpecial million to preach, and gave them a fudden fpecial gift,

Luke P. i.& 10. 17.

Q^fiit. How is it faidof tbcfe baptized Believer; , Ads 19.

that they bad not beard that tb'.re was a HolyGbofi ?

Anfw. It is meant of this eminent Gofpel gift of the Holy
Ghoft, as he is the great Witnefs and Agent o( Chrift j. and

not of all the graces of the Holy Gbcji ?

Q_uft. Was it before nectary to have an explicite beliefin the

H)ly Gbofi as the third perfon in the bleffed Trinity, and at the

third principle of the divine operations, and were the faithful

then in Covenant with him ?

Anfw. Diftinguifti b:twecn the Perfsn and the Name : No
Name is ncceiTary to falvation » elfc none could be faved but

men of one language; To b:licve in the Holy Ghoft under

that Name, was not neceffary to falvation (nor yet is) for he

that fpeaketh and hearcth of him in Greek, or Latine, or

Slavonian, &c. miy be faved, though he never learnt the

Englifti tongue : But to believe in thz Energetical, or opera-

tsve, or communicative Love of God, was alwaies ncccflTary to

falvation, confidered in the things and not only in thcName :

At it was to believe in his Tower and his Wifiim : And to be-

lieve which is thefirfl, and which the fecond, and which the

third, is not yet ofabfolute necepiy to 'falvation » while they

are coequal and coeffential i and it was neceflary to the Jews
to believe, that this Love of god did operate, and was com-
municated to the faithful, not upon the terms of innocency, ac-

cording to the firft Covenant j bat to finncrs that deferred

death, and upon terms of mercy, through the Covenant of

dacer
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Grace, which wis made with laplcd man in order to his re-

covery, through t Redeemer.

Dirc&. 3. All that is efficientfynecejfary to our falvation, in

cr of God, is Hit objetlively necfjfary to he kjtotvn . And fuch a

meafure of the knowledge of the Son, and of the HrAj Gboft is

neceffary Xofaveus, as is nectffary oljecHvelytofajiftifie us under

the efficiency of the (aid Spirit : And al the reft is net of fuch ne~

ceffiy. And therefore as under the Gofpel,tbe S fir it is Cbrijh

great Witnefs, as well as Agent in the vcorId, it is more necef-

fary now to believe diftintliy in the H^ly Gboji in that relation,

than it was before Cbrifts coming in t b flefi.

There is a great deal of the Divine Perfection, which

caulcth our falvation, unknown to us : As the Sun will

(hinc upon us, and the wind will blow, and the rain will fall,

ind the earth will bear fruits, whether we know it or not \ fo

cur tywledge of if, is not at all ncc^ffiry to any Divine Effi-

ciency as (uch ; The Spirit by which we are regenerate, is

like the wind that blowcth, whofe found wc hear, but know
not whence it cometh, nor whither it goeth fno nor what it

is) John $.6,7,%. 9. Butallthofe things which are neceifary

to work objectively and mjraJly on the foul, do work in ejfe

eognito , and the knowledge of them is as neceffary as the ope-

ration is. I* was of ablolutc necc(fr y to the falvation of all, be-

fore Chrifts coming, and among the Gentiles as well as the

Jews , that the Spirit (hould fan&iric them to God, by
poiTefling them with a prcdomimnt Love of him in his

Goodnefs > and that this Spirit proceed from the Son or

Wifdomof God: But it was not fo neceflary to them as it is

bow to us, to have a diftind knowledge of the perfonality

and operations of the Spirit, and of the Son. And though

now it is certain that Chrift is the WAy
y
the Truth, and the

Life, and no man cometh totbeFather, but by the Sen, Joh.14.6-

Yet that knowledge of him, which is necclTary fo them that

hear the Gofpel, is not all nccelTary to them that never feeir it,

though the fame e£i:iency on hie part be necciTaiy : And fo it is

about the knowledge of the Holy Ghoft, without which Chr$
cannot be fufficicntly now known, and rightly believed

ifl.

Dkt$. 4. Tkeprefence or oferathn */ the Sprit **Godis

0d ) 90*f*lip
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cafuaQy the jpiritual Life of man, in hie bolinefs : As there is no

nitural Being but by irfluence front hie Bcing> fo no Life but by

communication from bis Life, and no Light but from hit Light

\

an 4 mi Love §r Goodnefs, but from bit Spirit of Levi.

It is therefore a vain conceit of them, that think rain in

innocency had not the Spirit of God ; They that fay, his na-

tural rc&itudc was inftead of the Spit it, do but Oy>and unfiy

:

(or his natural rc&itudc was the erfed of the ir ft ix or com-
munication of Gods Spirit : And he could have no nurd
re&ttudc without it > as there can be no effed without the

chief caufc: The nature of Lve and Molbteft cannot fabfilt,

but in dependance on the Lwe and Holinrfs o\ God : And thofe

Papifts who talk of mans ftafe firft in jure naturals, and an af-

rer donation of the Spirit, muft rru-an by t>ureru\uraU, nun in

hit meer (ffentials, notfeaUy, but nothnaly by ablri&ion di-

ft:rgu;(hed, from the fame man a: the lame mfunt as a Sai'jt;

or c fc they fpeakunfounily : ¥ >r God made man in moral

djpoftive gat dnefs at the firft , and the fame Love or SfMi't
whic l

i did tirft makj him fo, was ncctiTary afrcr to continue

him f ). It was never his nature to be a prime go*d, or to be

gncd independently without the influence of the prime gocd,

If*. 44.3. Ezek< 36.27. Job 26 13 Ffal 51.10 12 & 143 10.

Frov. 20 27. Mai. 2.15. John 3 5>6. & 6.63 & 7. 39. Rom. 8. .

M 6 9,13,16. 1 Coy. 6. 11. 6c 2.1 t,i2. & 6.17 & 12 11,13.

& 15 45. 2 Cor. 3. 3, 17. Epbif. 2. 18, 22. & 3. 16. & 5. 9.

Col. 1 8 Judi 19.

Dirctf. 5, The Spirit cf Gtd, avd thiiHlmefs cf the foul

may be loft, witbsut the deftruGiott of our tfinze, cr fprcies cf

humane n^ure \ and may be reftored without making W §tcifiealy

ttber Xhir.gi.

That influence of the Spirit which giveth us the faculty of

a s\at tonal Appetite or JFiB, inclined to good as good, cannot

ceafe,but our humanity or Being would ceafe : But that in-

fluence of the Spiiit, which caufeth our adherence to God by
Love, may ceafc, without the ceiTation of our B'ings i as our

health maybe loft, while our life continucth, Pfal. 51. 10.

ilkef^.19.
D red. 6. The great eft mercy in this world, is the gift of

the Spirit^ andtbegfegteftrnfery is to he deprived of the Spirit \

and
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andto.btbefe arc dine to man by God, as aGovernour, by Way

of reward and punifhment oft-times: Therefore the greatej/t rc>

ward to be dferved in tbit world, is tbe increafe of the Spirit up-

on u<, andtbe greateft punijhment in thti wcrld ii tbs denyJrg «r

witbbcldirgoftbe Spirit.

It is then fore a great part of a Chriftians wifdom and

work, to obferve the accedes and affiflanccs of the Spir.r, and

its withdrawing* •, and to take more notice to God jn his

thankfulntfs of the gift of tbe Spirit, than of all other bene-

fits in this worM : Ard to lament more the retiring or with-

holding of G( ds Sptrir, than all the calamities :n the world :

And rofcar this more as a punimmcnt of his tin : Lett God
(hould fay as Pfal. 81. 1 1, 12. But my pecple would noe bcaifyn

to my voice, iffat I would none of me :. fo I give them up to their

iwn hearts lvjis
y

to wal\ in their own counfels : And we mufi

obey God through the motive of this promife and reward,

Frov. 1.23. Turn you at my reproof > Ubold, I will powre out

my Spirit unto you, I will makf kjtiwn my words toyou
9 J0h-7.jp

Hejp»ks thii of tbe Spirit, which they that, believe on him jhould

receive, Luke 1 1. 13. God w»ll give his holy Spirit : o trurn

that ask it. And we have great caufc when wc have Ui^cd,

to pray with David, Call me not away from thy prcfence, and

take not thy holy Spirit from me. Create in mc a clean heart,

O God, and renew a tight fpirit in me. Reiiore to mc the

joy of thy falvarion, and ftablim me with thy free Sprit,

Ffai 5 1. 10, 1 1, 12. And as the 1In to be feared is the grieving

of tbe holy Spirit, Ephcf 4. 30. fo the judgement to be

feared , is accordingly the witho'riwing of u, Ifaiab 63.

iO, II. But tbty rebelled and vexed bis. holy Spirit >

tbtrefoft be was turned to be their entmy, and fought a^ain^

tbtm. Then be remembred the daies of old, Mofts ani his people,

faying, Where is be that brought them up Where is he

that put bis holy Spirit wnbinthem ? The great thing to be

dreaded, is, left [tbpfc that were once enlightened, and have

rafted ef the heavenly £ift, and were made partakfrs of the Holy

Cbofi jKuld faO away, and be no more renewed by npen-

tsnce--Htb.6.4 6.

Direct. 7. Therefore*executive pardon or justification cannot

fojebly beany perfeBer tbanfan&ifieathn is : Becaup no fin is fur-

tktf
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, i*|*i/W executively, than the fuwfit-

j£|h3S| rkfp.^$ » "»«"" '*«•""" """*'" "* *•

%M of this more in the Chapter of Juft'.ficKion foltow-

''S^KSJ *M* ^GUry: But d-
Commonly .t » «nea ,

,liniierexp0UBj.
ther.hemms CGr^nd >j

Ifb
V
yG„c,be meant

c

re

!J
e

7ZV,n Butyefin.he work of Miftoffaft

r / hi T nVv undividcdly concur : And fo in thc/nSifyvg
/,// theTrini.yundmdeay

dirtmaiy calleth <he aft

35-gS^ggf^tf^gE-S and the work of the

Si by ,he n'anfe oUd.mftr^, and .he part o «he Hg
CM by the name dt&fK, I <*• 1 2. 4. 5> «• And ,n icfteft

to thefe /^«fy^ 0^«»«' °f God
« 'i'^cJirfS

SgSfi^S^ «» : WheU by^ ^eth to be

meant all the perfons m the Trinity in their perfefiio*
,

bat

SedaUy he E*rr a, the Fa***.of Ljve and « «P^'"I

Love by the S«, and the Sfim * «. b,-*;:
Gr*. * «*'£; «

- . .11 rh,t cr,»cioB$ provifion he hath made for mans Ul-

,Z L^h£

8
Reat°eapPl.c.« 1onofit, by his interceffion,

vation, and the Kcianvc «j»r > A«4kV fhfri**-

I7^dtvSe El ,t (elf, which is eminently afaibed

«»t >»(y fr««/ram »»« Spr*.
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Not that the Eflcnce o or the pcrfonof'hc Ho!y

Ghoft,is capable of being co xd in any place, or removing

to or from a place, by local ; ion: But i. The Holy Ghoft

is given to us Relatively^ as ... Covenanting Santtifitr in the

Bapnfmal Covenant :*We have a Covenant- right to him, that

is, to his operations. 2. Anc he Spirit it feif is prefent as the

immediits Operator \ not lo immediate as to be without

Means , but fo immediately as to be no dijiant Agent ,

but by proximate attingency , not only ratione virtutia ,

but alfo ratione fuppofiti, performcth his operations : If you
fay, f* be is prefent every where \ I anfwer, but he is not a

frefent Operator every where alike. We are called the Temples

of the HclyGbcft, both becaufe he buildeth us up forfo holy

a ufe, and becaufe he^lCodweUetb in us, i Cor. 6. 19.

Dire&. 10. By the fantlification commonly afcribed to the

Holy Gboft, is meant that recovery of the foul to God, from whom
it isfalen, which confifieth in our primitive Holinefs, or devoted-

nefs U Gcd, hut fummarily in the Love of God, as God.

Oircd. 11. And Faith in Chrift is oft placed as before it
x

not as if the Spirit were no caufc of Faith, ncr as if Faith were

no part of our faving fpecialgrace i tfbr as if any hadfaving Faitb

before they had Love to Gsd> but becaufe as Cbrifi is the Media-

tour and way to the Father \ fo Faitb in him is but a mediate

gract to bring us up to the Love of God, which is the final p*r~

fedive grace: And becaufe, though thty are inftparably compli-

cate* yet fome ails of Faitb go before our fpecial Love to God in or-

der of nature, though fome others fohw after if, or go with it.

It is a queftion which feemeth very difficult to many, whe-
ther Love to God, or Faith in Chrift muft gofirft fwhether in

f/'weorordcr of nature.) For if we fay that Faitb in Chrift

muft go fiift, then it feemeth that we take aot Faitb or Chrift

as a Means to bring us to (-Was our End i for our End'is Del*

amatus, Gid as beloved ; and to make God our End, and to love

him, areinfeparable. We firft love the good which appeareth

to us, and then we cbufe and ufe the Mians to attain it \ and

in fo doing we make that our End which we did levt i fo that

it is the firft loved for it felf, and then made our End. Now if

Chrift be not ufed as a Means to God, or as our Ultimate End,

then he is not bslicvud in, or ufed at Chrift, and therefore »t is

Ee n*
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no true Faith : And that which hath not the true End, is not

the true ad or grace in qutftion, nor ctn that be any fpecia

I

grace at all, which hath not God for his Ultimate End: On
both which accounts, it can be no true Faith : The intenth

fini*, being before the choice or ufe ofmeans, though theaiTc-

cution be after.

And yet on the other fide, if God be loved as our End, be-

fore we believe in Chriji as the weans, then we arc fanBiftfd

before we believe. And then faith in Cbrifl is not the Means

of our Rxft jpecial Lwe to God. And the confequents on both

parts are intolerable j and how are they to be avoided >

Confiderherc i. You muft diftinguifh betwixt the avert-

ing or hpo&ivg ad cf frith, and the confenting or chufing \6t

of it in the will. 2. And between Chrift as he is a Means of

Gods chuitng and ufirg, and as he is a means of our chufing

and ufing. And fo I anfwer the cafe in thefc Propor-

tions.

1

.

The knowledge of a "Deity is fuppofed before the lyfojr-

ledge of Chriji as a Mediator ; For no man can believe that he

is a Teacher fent of God, nor a Mediator between us and

God, nor a Sacrifice to appcafe Gods wrath, who doth not

believe firft that there is a God.

2. In this belief or fycreledge of God, is contained the

knowledge of his Effential Twer, Wifdom and Goodnt$\ and

that he is our Creator and Governour, and that we have

broken his Laws, and that we are obnoxious to his Juftice,

and deferve punilhment for ©ur fins. All this is to be k^iot^n

before we believe in Chrift as the Mcdiatour.

3. Yet where Chriftianity is the Religion of the Country,it

is Cbrift bmfelf by his Word and Ministers, who teacheth us

thefe things concerning God i But it is not Chrifi as a Meant

chofen or vfed by us, to bring us fo the Love ofGod j (for no

man can ckufe or ufe a Means for an End not yet kpottn or in*

tended :) but it is Chriji as a Means chofen and vfed by God, to

bring home finners to himfelf: (even as his dying for us on-

the Crofs wisJ
4. The foul thit knoweth all this concerning God, cannot

yet love him favingly, both becaufc he wanteth the Spirit to

effect it, andbecaufea holy fin-bating God%
tngagtd in Juftice

r#
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to damn the finner, is not fuch an objcd, as a guilty foul can

lore : but it mull be a loving and reconciled God thit is willing

to forgive.

5. When Chrift by his Word and Minifters hath taught a

firmer both what God is in himfelf, and what he is to us, and

what we have deferved, and what our cafe is » and then

hath taught him, what he himfelf is as to his perfon and his of-

fice, and what he hath done to reconcile us to God, and how
far God is reconeiWhereupon, and what a common conditional

pardoning Covenant, he hath made and offereth to all, and

what he will be and do to thofc that do come in, the belief of

all this ferioufly (by the affenting ad of the undcrftanding) is

the firft part cAfaving Faith, going in nature before both the

Love of God, and the confenting ad of the Will to the Re-

deemer. (And yet perhaps the fame *tts of faith in an un-

effectual fuperficial rneafure, may go long before this in

many.)

^. In this affent our belief in God, and in the Mediatour, arc

conjunct in time and nature ; they being Relatives here as the

cbjeds of our faith. It is not poflible to believe \nChrifi as

the Mediatour > who hath propitiated GodtoW
%
before we 6c-

licve that God is propitiated by the Mediatour, nor vice verfa :

Indeed there is a difference in order of dignity and defirable-

nefi -, God as propitiated being reprcfented to us as the End,
tnd the Propitiator, but as the Means : But as to the order of

our apprehenfion or believing, there can be no difference at all,

no more than in the order of knowing the Father and the

Son, the Husband and Wife, the King and fubjeds ; Thefc

Relatives are fimul natura & tempore.

7. This affenting ad of Faith, by which at once we believe

Chrift to be the Propitiator, and G^to be propitiated by him,

is not the belief that myfins art aduaUy pardoned, and my foul

adualiy reconciled and juftificdv but it includcth the belief

of thchiftoryofChriftsfatisfadion, and of the common con-

ditional Covenint of Promife and Offer from God, viz. that

God is fo far reconciled by the Mediatour, as that he will for-

give, and juftific, and gtorific all that Repent and Believe, that

is, that return to God by faith in Cbrifi i and offerech this

mercy to all, and intreateth them to accept it, and will

E 2 condemn
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condemn nonc^rf them bur thofc that finally rejed if. A'l

th'trgs are of God, who halb reconciled us to bimfelf by Jtfus

Ckrift, and bath given to us the Miniftry of reconciliation, to wit,

that God was in Cbrifl reconciling the world untobimfdf, net

imfutirg their trefpaffes to them s and hath committed to us the

word of reconciliation ; Now then we are Embjffadors for Chrifly

at though G(d did befeechyou by us : we fray you in Chrijis ftead,

beye reconciled unto God, 2 Cor. 5. 18, 19, 20. So that it is at

once the belief of the Father as reconciled, and the Son as the

Reconcilr, and that according to the tenour of the common

conditional Covenant
y
which is (he firft affenting part of faving

Faith.

8. This fame Covenant which revealeth God as tltu far

reconciled by Cbrift, doth offer him to be further aduaUy and

fully reconciled, and tojuftific and glorifie us, that is, to forgive,

accept, and love us pcrfe&ly forever. And it orTcrcth us

Cbriji to be our a&ual Head and Mcdiatour, to procure and

give us all this mercy, by communicating the benefits which

he hath purchafed according to his Covenant-terms : fo that

as before the Father and the Son were revealed to our ajjent to-

gether , fo here they arc offered to the Witt together.

9. In this ejftr, God is offered as the End, and Cbrifl as

Mcdiatour is offered as the Mtans } therefore the a& of the

Will to God, which is here required, is fimfle Love of compla-

cency (with fubjedion, which is a confent to obey) but the

adr of the Will to Chrift, is called choice or confent, though

there be in it Amor Mtdii, the Love of that Means for its

aptitude as to the end.

10 This Love of God as the Endznd Confent to Chrift as

the Means, being not ads of the IntetteQ, but ofthe Witt, can-

not be the firft ads of Faith, but do prefuppofe the firft ajfent*
' ing ads.

1 1. But the affenting ad of Faith, doth caufe thefc ads of

the Witt to God and the Mcdiatour. Bccaufc we believe the

Irutb and Goodnefl,wc Confent and Love*

12. Both thefe ads of the W/ll are caufed by afTcnt at one

time, without the lcaft diftance.

13. But here is a difference in order of Nature, becaufe

w* wit God as the End, and foi kirnftIf i *ad therefore firft in

th*



The Life of Faith. 2 2 1

the natural order of intonthn \ md we mil Chnit as the

Means for that End, and therefore but JecorJinly. Though in

the Intellects afprehenfimmd djfpHf,there be no fuch difference i

beciufe in [hzTruth, which is<he Vnderjtandingt object, there

is no d rTerence, but only in the Goodne/s which is the WiUs

objed : And as Gondnefs it felf is apprehended by the Vnder-

ftandirg, ut verc bonum
i
there is only in objr&ivc d rTerence of

dignityJ
14. Therefore as the G)fpel revelation cometh to us in a

way of offer, fromife and covenant
t
Co our Faith muft adt in a

way of Acceptance & Covenanting with God and the Redeemer

and San&ifier. And the Sacrament of Baptifm is the fo-

lemniz'ngof this Covenant on both parts. And till our hearts

do confent to the Biptifmal Covenant of Grace, wc arc not Be-

lievers in a favingfenfe.

15. There is nodiftance of time between the AJfent of Faith^

and the firfi true degree of Love and Confent : (Though an hh-

found Affent may go long before ', yet found Affent doth imme-
diately produce Love and Confent •, ) and though a clear and

full refolved.degree of confent may be fome time afterward : And
therefore the foul may not at thefirft degree Co well under-

ftand it (elf, as to be ready for an open covenanting )
16. This being the true order of the work of Faith and

Love, the cafe now lyeth plain before thofc that can obfeive

things diftin&ly, and take not up wifheonfufed knowledge.

(And no other are fit to meddle with fuch cafes) viz that the

knowing or alTenting acTs of faith in God asreconciled((o far)a»d

in Chrift as the recenciler,Co far as to give out the offer or Co-
venant of Grace, are both at once, and both go before the a&s

ofthe will, as the caufe before the immediate effect", and that

this affent rirft in order of nature (but at once in time)caufeth

the will to love God as our End, and to confent to, and chufc

Chrift in heart- covenant as the means, and (o in our covenant

wc give up our felves to both : And that this Repentance and

Love to God, which are both one work called converfion, of

turning from the creature to God, the one as denominated from

the terminus a quo, riz. ("Repentance) the other from the fer-

minui ad quern ( viz. Love ) are twifted at once with true

faving Faith, And that Chiift as the means ufed by God is our

£e 3 firft
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firft Teacher, and bringcth us to ajfent : And then that af-

fint biingcth us to tak^e God for our End, and Cbrjft for the

Means cf our aUual Juftification and Glory, fo that Chrift i$

not by Faitbcbofen and ufedbj us under the notion of a M dia-

tcur or Means to our firfl aft of love and con(en\\ but is a Means
totbat of the Fathers cbufing only > but is in that firji confent

cbefen by us for the ftanding means of our Juftification and GlQ.
f% and of all out folicwing exercife and increase of love to God,
and our fanttifkation > fothat it is only the affirming aft of
faith, ard not the eleUiag *#, which if the efficient caufe ofou

veryfirft aft of LovetoGod
g
and of our fir ft degree effandfrifica-

tion > and thus it is that Faith is called the feed and mother

grace : But it is not thtt favitfg Faith which is our Christiani-

ty, and the condition of Juftification and of Glory, till it come up
to i covenant- conf?ttt o( heart, and take in the forefaid adts of
Repentance and Love to Godi% our God and ultimate end.

The obfervation ofmany written milhkes about the order

of the work of grace, and the ill and contentious confequcnts

that have followed them, hath made me think thtt this true

and accurate decifion of this cafe, is not unufeful or unnc*
cefliry.

Diredr. 12. Ihe Holy Gkoft fo far concurred with the eternal

Word, in our Redemption, that be was the perfecting Operator, in

the Conception, the Fklinefs, the Miracles, the Refurredion ofjefm
Chrift.

Of his Conception it is faid, Mat. i. 20. For that which is

conceived in her, it ef the Holy Ghoft. And verf 18. She was
found with child of the Holy Gbofi. And of his holy perfection,

as it is faid, Lukf 2.52. that be increafed inwifdom, andfta-

ture, andfavour with €od and men, ffmeaning thofe pofitivc

perfections of his humane nature (which were to grow up
with nature it felf, and not the fupply of any culpable or pri-

vative dcfe&s) fo when he was baptized, the Holy Ghoft de-

feended in a bodily (hapc like a Dove upon him, Lu\q 3. 22.

And Lukf 4. 1. it is faid, Jefw being full of the Holy Ghoft, &c,
Ifa. 11*

" 1. And the Spirit of the L^rdJhaU reft upon him > the Spi-

rit ofwifdom and understanding \ the Spirit of counfel and might -

9

the Spirit of k>nV'l(dge,andthcfoar of the Lord, and JhaV makf

him quicfyfunderftanding in tbeftarcftbe Lord, &c. Joh. 5. 34
For






