
LOOKING UNTO JESUS;

OR^ THE

SOUL'S EYEING OF JESUS,

AS CARRYING ON

THE GREAT WORK OF MAN'S SALVATION.

TO THE READER

A MONGST all the duties I formerly mentioned^ I omitted one,
-^-^ that I look upon as chief and choice of all the rest : this is the

duty I call Looking unto Jesus, and if I must discover the occa-
sion of my falling on it, I shall do it truly and plainly. In the

Spring, 1653, I was visited with a sore sickness, and as the Lord
began to restore my health, it came into my thoughts what Jesus

had done for my soul, and what he was doing, and what he would
do for it, till he saved it to the uttermost. In my conceptions of

these things, I could find no beginning of his actings, but in that

eternity before the world was made ; nor could I find any end of

his actings, but in that eternity after the world should be unmade

;

only betwixt these two extremities I apprehended various trans-

actions of Jesus Christ, both past, and present, and to come.
In the multitude of these thoughts within me, my soul exceed-

ingly delighted itself, and that delight stirring up in me other

affections, I began to consider those texts in scripture, which

seemed to impose the working of my affections on so blessed an

object, as a gospel-duty. Then I resolved if the Lord Jesus

5. s
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would but restore my health, and prolong my life, I would en ^

deavour to discover more of this gospel-duty, than ever yet I

knew. And that my pains herein might not hinder my other

necessary labours, my purpose was to fall on this subject in my
ordinary preaching, wherein I might have occasion both to search

into Scripture, several authors, and my own heart.

In process of time I began this work, begging of God that he

would help me to finish, as he inclined me to begin, and that all

might tend to his glory, and the church's good. In the progress

ofmy labours I found a world of spiritual comfort, both in respect

to the object that I handled, Jesus Christ, and in respect of the

act, wherein consisted my duty to him, in looking unto Jesus.

1. For the object, it was the very subject whereon more
especially I was bound to preach : Christ in you the hope of
glory, said Paul to his Colossians ; and he immediately adds,

whom ive preach, Col. i. 27, 28. and. Unto me, ivho am less than

the least of all the saints, is this grace given : what grace ? that

I should preach among the gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ, Eph. iii. 8. Ministers ought in duty more abundiintly

to preach Jesus Christ. And I may feelingly say, it is the sweet-

est subject that ever was preached on. Is it not as an oint-

ment j^oured forth, whose smell is so fragrant, and whose savour

is so sweet, that therefore all the virgins love him ? Is it not

comprehensive of all glory, beauty, and excellency, whether of

things in heaven, or things on earth ? Is it not a mystery sweet

and deep? Surely volumes are written of Jesus Christ ; there is

line upon line, sermon upon sermon, book upon book, and yet

Buch is the mystery, that we are all but as yet at the first side of

the catechism of Jesus Christ. Solomon was but at What is his

name f and I fear many of us know neither name nor thing. It

is a worthy study to make further and further discoveries of this

blessed mystery ; and it were to be wished, that all the ministers

of Christ would spend themselves in the spelling, and reading,

and understanding of it. As some great point doth require

the abilities of many scholars (and all little enough when joined

together) to make a discovery thereof; such is this high point,

this holy, glorious mystery, worthy of the pains of all the learned

;

and if they v/ould all bring their notes together, and add all their

studies together, they should find still but a little of this mystery

known, in comparison of what remtiins unknown.
2. For the act of looking unto Jesus, as it is comprehensive

of knowing, hoping, believing, loving, so also of joying. How
then should I but be filled with joy unspeakable and glorious,

whilst I was studying, writing, and especially acting my soul in

the exercise, of this looking ! If there be any duty on earth re-

sembling the duty uf the saints in heaven, I dare say, it is this,

Mr. Rutherford writeth thus, " An act of living in Christ, and

on Christ, in the acts of seeing, enjoying, embracing, loving.
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resting on him, is that noon-day divinity, and theology of beati-
fical vision. There is a general assembly of immediately illumi-
nated divines romid about the throne, who study, lecture, preach,
praise, Christ night and day.—Oh ! what rays, what dartings of
intellectual fruition, beholdhig, enjoying, and living in him, come
from that face, that God-visage of the Lord God Almighty, and
of the Lamb that is in the midst of them !—And, oh, what reflec-
tions, and reachings forth of intellectual vision, embracing, loving,
wondering, are returning back to him in a circle of glory f" Now
if this be the saints's duty, who are perfect in glory, do we not
imitate them, and feel something of heaven in our imitation, in
our looking also unto Jesus ? I write what in some measure I have
felt, and of which I hope to feel yet more ; and therefore who-
ever thou art that readest, I beseech thee, come, warm thy heart
at this blessed fire ! Oh, come, and smell the precious ointments
of Jesus Christ ! Oh, come, and sit down under his shadow with
great delight ! Oh, that all men (especially those into whose
hands this book shall come,) would presently fall upon the prac-
tice of this gospel art of looking unto Jesus ! If herein they find

nothing of heaven, my skill will fail me : only let them pray,
that as they look to him, so virtue may go out of him, and fill

their souls.

Reader, one thing more I have to say to thee : If thou wouldst
know how to carry on this duty constantly, as thou dost thy morn-
ing and thy evening prayer ; it were not amiss if every day, either

morning or evening, thou wouldst take some part of it at one
time, and some part of it at another time, at least for some space

of time together. I know some, that in a constant daily course

carry on in secret those two necessary duties of meditation and
prayer. What the subject matter of their meditation is, I am
not very certain only our experience can tell us, that be it

heaven or be it hell; be it sin, or be it grace, or be it what it will

;

if we are in exercise of the self-same subject either constantly,

or frequently, we are apt to grow remiss, or cold, or formal ; and

the reason is, one thing tires quickly, unless that one be all

:

now that is Christ, for he is all, CoL iii. 11. If then but once a

day thou wouldst make this Jesus Christ thy subject to know,

con-sider, desire, hope, believe, joy in, call upon, and conform

unto, in his several respects of performing any redemption into

his birth, life, death, resurrection, ascension, session, inter-

cession, and coming again, and that one of these particidars

might be thy one day's exercise, and so every day thou wouldst

proceed from first to last, in thus looking unto Jesus, I suppose

thou wouldst never tire thyself : and why so ? there is variety in

this matter to be looked unto, and their is variety in the maimer

of looking on it. For instance : one day thou mightest act thy

knowing of Jesus ; the next day thou mightest consider Jesus in

that respect; and the next day thou mightest desire after Jesus
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in that respect ; and the next day thou mightest hope in Jesus in

that respect ; and so on, till thou coraest to the last day of the

work. Now would not this variety delight ? It is the observation

of Mr. Lockyer, on Col. i. 16. that, " An holy soul cannot tire

itself in the contemplation of Jesus :'* how much less can it tire

itself in loolving unto Jesus, which is far more comprehensive

than contemplating of Jesus ! Come, try this duty, and be
constant in it at least one year, and so every year during thy

life; and then for thy meditations on any other subject I shall

not take thee quite off, but leave the remainder of the year to

thy own choice. If thou art so resolved, I shall say no more,

but the Lord be with thee ; and if sooner or later thou findest

any benefit by this work, give God the glory, and remember
him, in thy prayers, who hath taken these pains for Christ's

honour, and thy soul's good.—So rests

Thy servant in Christ Jesus,

I. A.



LOOKING UNTO JESUS.

BOOK I.

Looking unto Jesus, the beginner andJinisher of ourfaith.

Heb. XII. 2.

CHAP. I.

TJie Division and Opening of the TFords.

The most excellent subject to discourse or write of^ is Jesus
Christ. Augustin having read Cicero's works, commended them
for their eloquence^ but he passed this sentence upon them,
'^ They are not sweety because the name of Jesus is not in them."
Indeed all we say is but unsavoury, if it be not seasoned with
this salt. I determined not to know any thing among you, saith

Paul, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. He resolved with

Iiimself, before he preached among the Corinthians, that this

should be the only point of knowledge that he would profess him-
self to have skill in, and that in the course of his ministry he

would labour to bring them to. This he made the breadth, and
length, and depth, and height, of his knowledge. Yea, doubt-

less, saith he, ayid I count all things but loss, for the excelle)icy

of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. In this knowledge
of Christ there is an excellency above all other knowledge in the

world. There is nothing more pleasing and comfortable, more
animating and enlivening. Christ is the sun and centre of all

divine and revealed truths : we can preach nothing else as the

object of our faith, which doth not some way or other either meet

in Christ, or refer to Christ. Only Christ is the whole of man's

happiness ; the sun to enlighten him, the physician to heal him,

the wall of fire to defend him, the friend to comfort him, the

pearl to enrich him, the ark to support him, the rock to sustain

him under the heaviest pressures ; As an hiding-place from the

ivind, arid a covert from the te?npest, as rivers of waters in a

dry place, and as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.

Only Christ is that ladder between earth and heaven, the Me-
diator betwixt God and man; a mystery which the angels of

heaven desire to pry into. Here is a blessed sul^jcct indeed:

who would not be glad to be acquainted with it ? This is life

eternal, to know God, and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent.

Come then ! let us look on this Sim of righteousness ; we cannot
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receive harm, but good, by such a look. Indeed, by looking long

on the natural sun we may have our eyes dazzled, and our faces

blackened ; but by looking unto Jesus, we shall have our eyes

clearer, and our faces fairer. If the light of the eye rejoice the

heart, how much more when we have such a blessed object to

look upon ! As Christ is more excellent than all the world, so

this sight transcends all other sights. Looking unto Jesus, is the

epitome of a Christian's happiness, the quintessence of evangeli-

cal duties.

In the text we have the act and object. The act in the origi-

nal is very emphatical, but the EngHsh doth not fully express

it; it signifies a drawing of the eye from one object to another :

there are two expressions ; the one signifies a turning of the eye

from all other objects ; the other, a fast fixing of the eye upon

such an object, and only upon such. So is it both a looking off,

and a looking on. On what ? That is the object, a looking unto

Jesus : a title that denotes his mercy, as Clirist denotes his office.

My meaning is not to insist on this name, in contradiction to any

other names of Christ. He is often called Christ, and Lord,

and Mediator, and Son of God, and Emmanuel : but Jesus is

all these ; Jesus is Christ, as he is the Anointed of God ; and

Jesus is Lord, as he hath dominion over all the world ; and Jesus

is mediator, as he is the reconciler of God and man ; and Jesus

is the Son of God, as he was eternally begotten before all worlds

;

and Jesus is Emmanuel, as he was incarnate, and so God with

us. Only because Jesus signifies Saviour, and this name was
given him upon that very account

; for he shall save his people

from their sins : I shall make this my design to look at Jesus

more especially, as carrying on the great work of our salvation

from first to last. This indeed is the glad tidings, the gospel,

the gospel privilege, and our gospel duty—looking unto Jesus.

W%'«'«A/V«V%'«-^>VWW

CHAP. II.

The Duty of looking off' all other Things, confirmed and cleared.

But first we must look off all other things. We must take

off our minds from every thing, which might divert us in our

Christian race from looking unto Jesus.

But what things are they we must look off in this respect ? I an-

swer ; 1. Good things. 2. Evil things.

1 . Good things. The apostle tells us of a cloud of witnesses^

in the former verse, which no question in their season we are to

look unto. But when this second object comes in sight, he ,

scatters the cloud quite, and sets up Jesus himself : now the

apostle willethus to turn our eyes from them, and to turn

hither to Jesus Christ \ as if he had said. If you will indeed see
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a sight once for all, look to him. The saints, though they be
guides to us, yet are they but followers to him ; he is the leader
of them, and of us all ; look on him. There is a time, when
James may say. Take, my hrethren, the 2^rophets, who have
spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example ; but when
Jesus comes forth, that saith, / have given you an example,
an example above all examples, then be silent all flesh before
the Lord. Let all saints and seraphim then cover their faces
with their wings, that we may look on Jesus, and let all other
sights go.

2. Evil things. We must look off all that is in the world
;

and that the apostle compriseth under these three heads, the
lusts of the eyes, the lusts of theflesh, the pride of life ; or,

pleasures, profits, and honours.

1. We must look off this world in respect of its sinful plea-

sures. Jude tells us, such as are sensual have not the Spirit,

We cannot fixedly look on pleasures, and look on Jesus, at once.

2. We must look off this world in respect of its sinful profits.

A look on this keeps off our looking unto Jesus. H^hosoever
loveth the world, the love of the Father is not in him. Just so

much as the world prevails in us, so much is God's love abated

both in us and towards us. Ye adulterers and adulteresses, saith

St. James, know ye not that the friendship of the world is

enmity with God f When we have enough of God and Christ,

and yet desire to make up our happiness in the creature, this is

plain spiritual whoredom.
3. We must look off the world in respect of its honours.

What is this desire to be well thought of, or well spoken of ?

As if a man should run up and down after a feather flying in the

air. It is a question whether ever he get it ; but if he do, it is

but a feather : such is honour ; it is hard to obtain it, but, if ob-

tained, it is but the breath of a few men's mouths 5 but what is

worst of all, it hinders our sight of Christ. Not many wise men
after the flesh, not many rnighty, not many noble, are called.

Worldly honour keeps many back from Christ.

But why must we look off every thing that diverts our look-

ing unto Jesus ?

1

.

Because we cannot look fixedly on Christ, and such things,

at once. The eye cannot look upwards and downwards at once ;

we cannot seriously mind heaven and earth in one thought. No
man can serve two masters; especially such as jar, and have

contrary emplojnnents, as Christ and Mammon have.

2. Because whilst we look on these things, we cannot see the

beauty that is in Christ. Our wishing looks on other things,

makes Christ but mean and contemptible in our eyes.

3. Because all other things, in comparison of Christ, are not

worthy a look ; they are but poor, low, mean, base things, in

comparison of Christ : / count all things but loss, saith St. Paul,
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for the excellency of the knmvledge of Christ Jesus my Lord,—
/ count them hut dwig that I may win Christ. Some translate

it, from the original, chaff, others dog's meat, others excre-

ments, dung : all agree, it is such a thing as men usually cast

away from them with indignation.

4. Because it is according to the very law of marriage : There-

fore shall a man leave father and mother, and cleave unto his

ivife. The Lord Christ marries himself to the souls of his

saints ; and for this cause the soul must forsake all, and cleave

unto Christ.

5. Because Christ is a jealous God. Now jealousy is a pas-

sion i(i the soul, that will not endure any sharing in the object

beloved. And so Christ caiinot endure that we should look on
an}?- other things, so as to lust after them.

6. Because all other things can never satisf}' the eye. All
things arefull of labour, saith Solomon, man cannot utter it

;

the eye is not satisfied with seeing : it is but wearied with looking

on divers objects, and yet still desires new ones ; but once
admit it to that glorious sight of Christ, and then it rests fully

satisfied.

CHAP. III.

Sect. I.

—

An Explanation of the Act and Object of Looking.

An experimental looking on Jesus, is that my text aims at

:

it is not a swimming knowledge of Christ, but an hearty feeling

of Christ's inward workings ; it is not notions of Christ, but
hearty motions towards Chnst, that are implied in this inward
looking.

2. For the object
; you must look on Jesus. It is the bless-

edest object that the eye of the mind can possibly fix upon.
Of all objects under heaven, Jesus hath the pre-eminence in

perfection, and he should have the pre-eminence in our medi-
tation. It is he that will make us most happy when we posses

him, and we cannot but be joj^ful to look upon him, especially

when looking is a degree of possessing. Jesus signifies Saviour,

it is an Hebrew name ; the Greeks borrowed it from the He-
brews, the Latins from the Greeks, and all other languages
from the Latins. It conies from the Hebrew word Jehoshua, or

Joshua, which in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah (written after

the Babylonian captivity) is Jeshua ; and so is our Saviour's

name always written in the Syriac translation of the New Testa-

ment. This name, Jesus, was given to Christ the Son of God,
by his Father, and brought from heaven by an angel , first to

Mary, and then to Joseph ; and on the day Avhen he was cir-

cumcised, as the manner was, this name was given him by his

parents, as it was commanded from the Lord, by the angel Ga-
briel. It includes both his office, and his natures. He is the
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alone Saviour of man
; for there is iione other name under hea-

ven given among tnen, whereby ive nmst he $aved. And he is a
perfect and absolute Saviour ; he is able to save them to the ut-
termost, that come unto God by him ; seeing he ever liveth to
make intercession for them. I will not deny, but that the work
of salvation is common to all the three Persons in the Trinity :

it is a known rule, " All outward actions are equally common
to the three Persons." For as they are all one in nature and
will, so must they be also one in operation ; the Father saveth
the Son saveth, and the Holy Ghost saveth; yet we must dis-
tinguish them in the manner of saving : the Father saveth by
the Son ; the Son saveth by paying the ransom and price of our
salvation 5 the Holy Ghost saveth by a particular applying of
that ransom unto men. Now whereas the Son pays the price of
our redemption, and not the Father, nor the Holy Ghost ; there-
fore, in this special respect, he is called our Saviour, our Jesus.

Herein is set forth the offices of Christ, the two natures of
Christ, the qualities of Christ, the excellencies of Christ. Oh

!

what variety of sweet matter is in Jesus ! he hath in him all the
powders of the merchants. An holy soul cannot tire itself in
viewing Jesus. We know one thing tires quicklj^^ unless that
one be all : Christ is so, and none else ; he is all, and in all ; all

belonging to being, and all belonging to well-being. In things
below Jesus, some have this excellency, and some have that,

but none have all. Oh ! what variety is in Jesus ! variety of
time, he is Alj^ha and Omega ; variety of beauty, he is white
and ruddy ; variety of quality, he is a lion and lamb, a servant
and a son ; variety of excellency, he is man and God. Oh !

where shall we begin in this view of Jesus ? JVho shall declare

his generation V All the evangelists exhibit unto us the Saviour,

but every one of them in his particular method. Mark describes

not all the genealogy of Jesus, but begins his history at his bap-
tism. Matthew searcheth out his original from Abraham. Luke
follows it backwards as far as Adam. John passeth further up-
wards, even to the eternal generation of this TVord that teas

made jlesh. So they lead us to Jesus, mounting up four several

steps : in the one, we see him only among the men of his own
time ; in the second, he is seen in the tent of Abraham ; in the

third, he is yet higher, to ^vit, in Adam ; and finally, having

traversed all ages, through so many generations, we come to

contemplate him in the beginning, in the bosom of the Father,

in that eternity in which he was with God before all worlds.

And there let us begin, still looking unto Jesus, as he carries

on the great work of our salvation from first to last, from ever-

lasting to everlasting.

6.
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Sect. 11.

—

The main Doctrine and Confirmation of it.

But for the foundation of our building, take this note

—

Inward expermiental looking unto Jesus^ such as stirs up
affections in the heart, and the effects thereof in our life, is

an ordinance of Christ, a choice, an high gospel ordinance.

Or thus : inward experimental knowing, considering, desiring,

hoping, believing, loving, joying, calling on Jesus, and
conforming to Jesus, is the most precious ordinance of

Jesus Christ.

Ix)oking unto Jesus, is that great ordinance appointed by
God for our most especial good. How many souls have blessed

themselves in the use of other means, and though in them Christ

hath communicated some virtue to them, yet because they did

not trade more with them, they had little in comparison ? Such
a one as deals immediately with Christ, will do more in a day
than another in a year ; and therefore I call it a choice, a com-
plete, an high gospel-ordinance.

1. Jesus is the object ; and Jesus, as Jesus, as he is our Sa-

viour, as he hath negociated, or shall yet negociate, the great

business of our salyation. Looking unto, is the act ; but such

as includes all these acts, knowing, considering, desiring, hoping,

believing, loving, jo^dng, enjoying of Jesus, and conforming to

Jesus. It is such a look as stirs up affections in the heart, and
the effects thereof in our life ; it is such a look as leaves a quick-

ening upon the spirit ; it is such a look as works us into a warm
affection, raised resolution, an holy and upright conversation :

briefly, it is an inward, experimental looking unto Jesus.

This was the Lord's charge to the Gentiles of old ; Look unto
me, and he ye saved^ all the ends of the earth.—ytind Isaid, be-

hold me ! behold ine ! unto a nation that teas not called by my
name. And according to this command was their practice

;

Mine eyes are ever towards the Lord, saith David. They looked

nnto him, and were lightened, and theirfaces ivere not ashamed.
And according to this command is the practice of gospel be-

lievers ; iVe all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory

of the Lord, are changed into the sa?ne image, fro7n glory to

glo7y, evoi as by the Spirit of the Lord. Instead of the vail of

Mosaical figures, God hath now given to his church the clear

glass of the gospel : and hence all believers under the gospel do,

by contemplative faith, behoM Christ, together with the glo-

rious light of his mercy, truth, and the rest of his divine attri-

butes ; and by means thereof, they are made like unto him in

the glory of holiness, and in newness of life.

Sect. III.— Use of Reproof

.

Well then ! is inward experimental looking unto Jesus a

choice, an high gospel-ordinance ? How may this reprove thou-
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sands ? how many are there that mind not this duty ? The truth
is, that as the whole world lies in wickedness, so the eyes of the
whole world are misplaced. There are few that have a care of
this choice, of this high gospel-ordinance. 1 shall therefore
reprove both the ungodly and godly.

i. For the ungodly; not Christ, nor God, is in all their

thoughts. Alas ! they cannot tell what it means, to look unto
Jesus. Nor speak I only of poor Indians, and other savages,
who came into the world, not knowing wherefore ; and go out of
the world, not knowing whither ; but of such as live within the
Christian church, that have nothing to distinguish them from
those Indian miscreants, but outward formalities, the charity

of others, and their own slight imaginations. Why, alas ! these
are they that the Lord complains of, that they have eyes, and see

not. My people have forgotten me days without number.
You will say. Is there any such here ? Can I tax any of you,

that you do not look up to Jesus ? are not your eyes towards
Christ in your prayers, praise, public and private duties ? nay,
are not you now in the duty, whilst I am speaking, and you
hearing ? I answer. However you may deem that you do this or
that, yet God reckons it as a thing not done in these respects >—

1. When it is not done to purpose: as, if ovir looking to

Christ makes us not like Christ ; if there be no effectual impres-
sion upon the heart, Christ takes it as if we had never looked
towards him at all.

2. When it is done unwillingly. Let no man deceive him-
self ; though he cast his eyes towards heaven all the day long,

if he love not his work, he doth nothing ; he looks not at Jesus.

3. When a man makes it not his course to look unto Jesus.

A man may come unto a carpenter's house, and take up his tools,

and do something at his w^ork, but this makes him not a car-

penter, because it is not his trade. So, ungodly men may look
and think of Christ ; but because this is not their course and
trade, they make it not their work to look to Christ ; they are

therefore said, not to look to him.

Consider, you that plead that you are Christians, and that you
mind Christ at this very instant, that you are in the duty, even
whilst I am speaking of it, and yet you neither do it to purpose, nor
•willingly ; is it not with you as it is with them ofwhomChrist spake.

Many will say to me at that day, Lord, Lord, have we not pro-
phesied in thy name, and in thy name, have cast out devils ? and in

in thy name have done many wonderful works ? They will plead
at the last day, as you plead now ; but for all that, you know the

answer, Inever knew you; departfrom meye workers ofiniquity.
2. For the godly, are not they careless of this duty ? I know

lot whether through want of skill, or through want of will ; but
?ure I am, this duty lies neglected of most of the people of God :

their faults I may express in these respects :
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1. In not i>ointing their minds towards Jesus ; I write unto
you, saith the apostle^ to stir up your minds, by way of reWiem-

brance : it is in the original, to awaken your pure minds ; and it

was but need. Awaking, is a word that imports rousing, as birds

that provoke their young ones by flight to make use of their

wings : now how few are there who thus call upon themselves !

It was the prophet's complaint, ]Vo mail stirs up himself to take
hold of God

;

—O what a shame is this ! Is it fit that our under-
standings, which God hath entrusted us with, should be no more
improved ? Is it fit that our minds (those golden cabinets which
God hath given us, to be filled with heavenly treasure) should
either be empty, or stuffed with vanity, nothing, worse than
nothing ? Oh ! that such glorious things as our immortal spirits,

should run after vanity, which, if rightly improved, should walk
with angels, shouid lodge themselves in the bosom of the glo-

rious God ! Do*we not see how Christ is sending out to us con-
tinually ? The"thoughts of his heart are love, eternal love. And
shall not we send out our thoughts towards him ? shall not we
let our minds run out towards him ?

3. In not bending of their minds to this work. It maybe
the mind looks up, but it is so feeble, that, like an arrow shot

from a bow weakly bent, it reacheth not the mark. It is the

Wiseman's counsel. Whatsoever thy hand Jindeth to do, do it

luith all thy might. Oh ! that God's people should be so lazy,

dull, sluggish, slothful, in this spiritual work ! As Jesus said to

the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into the luil-

derness to see f so may I ask believers, in their looking unto Jesus.

What went ye out to see ? When you crawl, and move, as if you
had no hearts nor spirits within you, whom go ye forth to see ?

Him that is the Lord of glory? him that is the brightness of his

Father s glory, and the express image of his2^erson f What ! are

such heavy and lazy aspects fit to take in such a glory as this is ?

You see in what large streams your thoughts fly forth to other

things ; and are you only languishing, weak, and feeble, in

things of so great concernment ? Oh ! that Christians should be

cold in spirituals, and hot in the pursuit of temporal things !

3. In not binding of their minds to this object, in not staying

the eye on Jesus Christ. Some may give a glance at Christ,

but they are presently wheeled off again. But why doth not the

eye abide there ? Is not Christ worthy, on whom our souls should

dwell ? Certainly if we love our Jesus, that love will hold us : as

the load-stone, having drawn the iron, keeps it fast to the object

loved. Is Christ so tender in his love towards us that he ever

minds us ; and shall our minds be so loose to him ? shall there be

no more care to bind ourselves in cords of love to him who hath

bound himself in such cords of love to us ?

4. In not daily exercising this blessed duty. It may be now
and then they are awakened, and they get up into heaven to see
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their Jesus ; but it is not daily. Oh ! consider, is this now and
then going to heaven within the veil, to live the life of friends ?

is this to carry ourselves as children ? What ! to be so strange at
home ? there to be seldom, where we should always be ? Is Jesus
Christ such a mean thing, that a visit now and then should serve
the turn ? The queen of Sheba, hearing Solomon's wisdom,
said. Blessed are those thy servants, that always stand before
thee, and hear tky ivisdom : if she was so taken with Solomon,
remember that a greater than Solomon is here. And shall we
deprive ourselves of that blessedness, which we might enjoy by
standing always in the presence of Christ, to hear his wisdom,
and to behold his glory ?

O my brethren, let us take shame to ourselves, that to this
day we have been so careless in sending, bending, and binding
our minds to this blessed object, Jesus Christ

;
yea, let us blush

that we have not made it our daily business. David describes
the blessed man by his delighting in the law of the Lord, and by
his meditating thereon day and night ; how then is he to be re-
proved, that neither meditates on the law of the Lord, nor on
the Lord, the law-maker, day and night ?

Sect. IV.— Use of Exhortation,

Is inward, experimental looking unto Jesus, a choice and
high gospel-ordinance ? then I beseech you by the meekness and
gentleness of Christ ; I beseech you brethren, for the Lord
Jesus Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, to look unto
Jesus ; or, if my beseeching will not prevail, yet look on me as

an ambassador of Christ ; consider as though God did beseech

you by rae. I beseech, I pray you, in Christ's stead ; it is a mes-
sage that I have from God to your souls, to look unto Jesus ; and
therefore set your hearts to all the words that I testify to you this

day, for it is not a vain thing, but it is for your lives.

Oh ! that I should need thus to persuade your hearts to look

unto Jesus ! What, is not your Jesus worthy of this ? why then

are your thoughts no more upon him ? why are not your hearts

continually with him ? why are not your strongest desires, and
daily delights, in, and after, the Lord Jesus ? What is the mat-
ter ? will not God give you leave to approach this light ? will he

not suffer your souls to taste and see ? why then are these words

in the text ? why then doth he cry, and double his cry. Behold
me ! behold me ! Ah ! vile hearts 1 how delightfully and unwea-
riedly can we think of vanity ! how freely, and how frequently,

can we think of our pleasures, friends, yea, of our miseries,

wrongs, sufferings, and fears ! And what ! is not Christ in all

our thoughts ? Christians, humble and cast down your sensual

hearts, that have in them no more of Christ. O chide them for

their wilful or weak strangeness to Christ ! O turn yo\ir thoughts
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from off all earthly vanities, and bend your souls to study

Christ ; habituate yourselves to such contemplations, and let not

those thoughts be seldom or cursory, but settle upon them,
dwell there, bathe yom* souls in those delights, drench your affec-

tions in those rivers of pleasures, or rather in the sea of conso-

lation. Have your eyes continually set on Christ. Say not you
are not unable to do thus ; this must be God's w^ork only, and
therefore all our exhortations are in vain. A learned divine can
tell you, though God be the chief disposer of your hearts, yet

next under him you have the greatest command of them your-

selves. Though vrithout Christ you can do nothing, yet under
him you may do much ; or else it will be undone, and you undone
through your neglect. Do your own parts, and you have no
cause to distrust whether Christ will do his. It is not usual with

Christ to forsake his own people in that very work he sets them
on. If your souls were sound and right, they would perceive

incomparably more delight in knowing, thinking, believing,

loving, and rejoicmg in Jesus Christ, than the soundest stomach
finds in his food, or the strongest senses in the enjopnent of their

objects. Now, for shame never say, you cannot reach it : I can
do all things, saith Paul, through Christ that strengtheiieth me.
It is our sloth, our security, our carnal mind, which is enmity
to God and Christ, that keeps us off.

Sect. V.

—

Motives from our Wants in case of Neglect,

To quicken us to this duty, I shall propound some moving
considerations : ponder them with an impartial judgment ; who
knows but through the assistance of Christ they may prove effec-

tual ^vith your hearts, and make you resolve upon this excellent

duty of looking unto Jesus.

Consider, 1 . our wants in case of neglect. If Christ be not

in view, there is nothing but wants.

Suppose first a Christiess soul, a poor creature - without any
ray of this Sun of righteousness, and what a sad condition is he
in 1 I may say of such a one

—

1. He is without light : there is no oil of saving knowledge, no
star of spiritual light arising in his soul. Ye tuere once darkness,

saith the apostle to his Ephesians : not only dark, but darkness

itself ; they were wholly dark, universally dark, having no mix-
ture nor glimpse (whilst without Christ) of spiritual light in them.

2. Such a one is without grace, without holiness. Christ is our

sanctification, as well as righteousness and redemption. Where
Christ is not, there is no inclination to the ways and works of

sanctification.

3. Such a one is without content. The soul in this case finds

nothing but emptiness and vanity in the greatest abundance.
Let a man have what the world can give, yet if he have not
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Christ, he is nothing worth. Christ is the marrow and fatness,
the fuhiess and sweetness, of all our endowments ; separate Christ
from them, and they are bitter, and do not please us ; empty,
and do not fill us. Joram asking Jehu, Is itpeace ? was answered,
fF7iat hast thou to do withpeace, so long as the whoredoms of thy
mother Jezebel, and her witchcrafts, are so many ? A Christless
man asking. Is it peace, O messenger of God ? can look for no
other but Jehu's answer, TVhat hast thou to do ivith peace, so
long as thy lusts are so strong within thee, and thy estrangements
from the Prince of peace so great ? The soul that is without
Jesus Christ, is an enemy to the God of peace, an alien to the
way of peace. There is no peace to the wicked, saith my God.

4. Such a one is without life. He that hath not the Son, hath
not life, saith John ; Christ lives not in that soul, it is a dead
soul, dead in sin and trespasses. As the dead see nothing of all

that sweet and glorious light which the sun casts forth upon them,
so the dead in sin have no comfortable apprehension of Christ,
though he shine in the gospel more gloriously than the sun at noon.
And as the dead know not any thing, so the dead in sin know
nothing of the wisdom of Christ guiding them, or of the holiness
of Christ sanctifying them, or of the fulness of Christ satisfying

them, or of the death of Christ mortifying their lusts : yea, sup-
pose those that have known Christ, but do not now look unto
Jesus, how great is the sin and sadness of those souls ! Oh, the
wants attending such poor creatures !

1. They have not that wisdom, knowledge, discerning of Christ,

as they might have. By looking, and serious observing of Christ,

we gain more and more knowledge of Christ ; but if we will not
look, how should we understand those great mysteries of grace ?

Without looking on Christ, we cannot expect that virtue should
go out of Christ

2. They do not so taste the goodness of Christ, as they might

;

Christ is no other unto them, but as an eclipsed star : Christ is

not sweet to them in his ordinances, they find not in them that

delight and refreshment, which they usually minister.—They are

in the case of Barzillai, luho could not taste what he did eat, or

what he did drink ; nor could hear any more the voice of singing
men or ofsinging women : so they cannot taste the things of God,
nor hear the spiritual melody which Christ makes to the souls of

them that look unto him.

3. They have not that sense of Christ's love, which those that

exercise his duty have. Whilst the soul neglects Christ, it cannot

possibly discern the love of Christ ; it perceives not Christ apply-

ing the doctrines of his love to the conscience : Christ appears

not in his banqueting-house, he enables not the soul to pray with

confidence, he makes it not jo^^ul in the house of prayer. And
hence it is, that such souls move so slowly in God's service ; they

are just like Pharaoh's chariotsy without wheels ; they perceive
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not the love of Christ, either in the clear revelation of his secrets,

or in the free community of his graces, or in the sanctifying and
sweetening of their trials, or in sealing the pardon of their sins.

Oh, the want ! Oh, the misery of this want !

Thus far of their wants, that neglect this duty of looking unto

Jesus.

Sect. VI.

—

Motives from our Riches, in case tve are lively in

this Duty.

2. For our riches, in case we are lively in this duty ! Oh, the

blessed incomes to such souls ! we may reckon up here those very

particulars which the other wanted :

1. That Christ gives light unto them. As the receiving of the

sun gives light to the body, so the receiving of the Sim ofrighte-
ousness gives spiritual, heavenly, comfortable light to their souls.

2. That Christ gives grace and holmess unto them. Of his

fulness we receive grace for grace. As the print upon the wax
answers to the seal, or as the characters upon the Son answers
to the Father ; so there are certain stamps of the grace of Christ

upon the saints, that what good they do, it springs not from ex-

ternal motives only, but from Christ working in them.
3. .That Christ gives content or satisfaction unto them. As

the pearl satisfied the merchant in the parable, so Christ satis-

fieth the soul with understanding, with the sense of his love in

the heart, with sure and blessed peace in the conscience. They
that rightly look unto Jesus, may say as Jacob did, I have
enough.

4. That Christ gives life unto them. He that hath the Son,
hath life. He that hath Christ in his heart, as a root of life

living in him, or as a king setting up his throne within him, or

as a bridegroom betrothing himself in loving kindness to him, he
hath life, the hfe of grace, and the earnest of the life of glory.

5. That Christ gives a taste of his goodness unto them. They
cannot look unto hhn, but he makes them joyful with the feeling

of himself and Spirit : and hence it is that many times they break
out into psalms and hymns, and spiritual songs, and make melody
in their hearts unto the Lord. Here is a goodness of illumina-

tion, regeneration, sanctification, and spiritual freedom, flowing

from Christ to the souls of his saints, which to carnal men is a
sealed well, whose waters their palates never tasted.

6. That Christ gives the sense of his love to them. They
cannot look on Christ, but they see him loving and embracing
their humble souls ; they see him binding up their broken hearts

;

they behold him gathering to himself, and bearing in the bosom
of his love, and comforting with the promises of his word, their

wounded spirits ; they behold him, like Jacob, serving in the heat
and in the cold for Rachel, serving in manifold afflictions from
his cradle to his cross, to make a spouse unto himself.
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7. That Christ gives the sense of his own worth and excellency
unto them. They see now in Christ is wisdom sm-passing the
brightness of the sun^ even all the treasures of wisdom 5 in Christ
is power excelling the strength of rocks, he is not only strong,

but strength itself; in Christ is honour transcending all the kings
of the earth, for he is King of kings, and Lord of lords; in
Christ is beauty excelling the rose of Sharon, and lily of the
vallies; he is fairer than all the flowers of the field, than all the
precious stones of the earth, than all the lights in the firmament,
than all the saints and angels in the highest heavens.

8. That Christ gives all things unto them. All things are
yours, saith the apostle, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas^
or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to

come, all are yours, and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's,
All things are yours : first, all the ministers of Christ from the
highest to the lowest, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas

;

they are your servants, they are men that watch over you for

j'^our salvation. Secondly, the world is yours : indeed the world
stands but for your sakes ; if your number were but once com-
pleted, quickly would the world be set on fire. Thirdly, life is

yours: it is a fitting you for a better life, even for eternit}^

Fourthly, death is yours : for you shall die just then when it is

best for you. Death shall serve but as a servant to your advan-
tage. Fifthly, things present, and things to come, are yours.

Godliness hath the promise of this life, and of that tvhich is to

come. Sixthly, the Lord himself is yours : take God, and look

on him in his greatness, in his mighty power, even this great

God, the Lord of heaven and earth, is yours ; he is yours, and all

that he hath is yours, and all that he doth is yours, and all that

he can do is yours. / ivill be thine, saith God to Abraham, /
tvill be to thee an exceeding great reward. Here is a catalogue,

an inventory, of a Christian's riches : have Christ, and have all.

When an heathen was but asked, where all his treasure was, he
answered, '^ Where Cyrus my friend is :" and if any asked you,

where all your treasure is, you may answer. Where Christ your
friend is : in this respect you may truly say, there is no end of

your riches ; they are called the unsearchable riches of Christ.

Paul could find no bottom of these riches. Oh ! who would not

look unto Jesus ? If Christ be yours, God is yours, the Father

is yours, the Spirit is yours, all the promises are yours ; for in

Christ they are all made, and for him they shall be performed.

Come, let the proud man boast in his honour, and the mighty
man in his valour, and the rich man in his wealth ; but let the

Christian pronounce himself happy, only happy, truly happy,

fully happy, in beholding Christ, enjoying Christ, having Christ,

—in looking unto Jesus.

6. u
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LOOKING UNTO JESUS,

FROM THE CREATION UNTIL HIS FIRST COMING.

BOOK II.

CHAP. I.

Sect. I.

—

Of Christ promised by Degrees.

In this period we shall first lay down the object; and then

direct you how to look upon it.

The object is Jesus, carrying on the work of man's salvation

in that dark time before his coming in the flesh.

No sooner is the world made, and the things therein, but man
was created. And now it was that God's eternal purpose was to

come into execution. Indeed, at the first there was no need of

Christ ; for man was made in holiness, the image of God, and to

bear rule over the rest of the visible creatures ; though this his

state was but of a short standing, for it was not long before

Adam by his sin deprived himself, and all his posterity, of the

image of God. All mankind was in his loins, so by the appoint-

ment of God all mankind partake with him in the guilt of

his sins.

In this sad hour of temptation, God stept in. He will not

leave man without hope : he tells the devil, who begun this mis-

chief, Iwillput enmity between thee and the luoman, and between

thy seed and her seed : it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt

bruise his heel. At the very instant, when God was pronouncing

judgment upon the several delinquents, nay, before judgment
was pronounced on the persons tempted, Jesus is hinted, the

covenant of grace is proclaimed. Oh ! the infinite riches of the

mercy of God in Christ.

But you will say, how comes Jesus in ? How carried he on
the great work of our salvation in this dark time ?

I answer, 1. By assuming the shape of man, and so dis-

charging some special offices. We read often of Christ's appa-

rition before his incarnation, and then especially when he had to

do with man's eternal happiness. After man had sinned, Christ

appeared to Adam, then to Abraham, then to Isaac, then to

Jacob, then to Moses. First, he appeared to Adam in the

garden : And they heard the voice of the Lord God, walking in

the garden in the cool of the day, God, as he is God, hath

neither voice to speak, nor feet to walk, but assuming the

form of a man, he exercised both ; and so he was the first that
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published that first promise to the worlds It shall bruise thy

head.—2. He appeared to Abraham in the plain of Mamre,
where the Lord talked with Abraham ; and Abraham calls him
the Judge of all the earth, which can be ascribed to none but
Christ the judge of quick and dead.—3. He appeared to Isaac,

Gen. xxvi. 2.—and to Jacob, Gen. xxxii. 24, 30.—and to

Moses, Exod. xx. 1, 2, 3.—and to many others: and these

apparitions of Christ were as preludiums of his incarnation.

2. Christ carried on the great work of our salvation in the

dark time, not by himself exhibited (as when he was incarnate)

but only promised. The great King would first have his

harbingers to lead the way, before he would come in person.

To this purpose we read, that as Christ, so the covenant of

grace (which applies Christ to us) was first promised, and then
promulgated. The covenant of promise was that covenant which
God made with Adam, Abraham, Moses, and David, and all

Israel, in Jesus Christ; to be incarnate, crucified, and to rise

from the dead ; and it was meet that the promise should go be-
fore the gospel, and be fulfilled in the gospel, that so great a
good might earnestly be desired, before it was bestowed. In a
time of darkness, men desire liglit. As the morning watch
watcheth and longeth for the morning, so the obscure revelation

of Christ in a promise raised the hearts of the patriarchs to an
earijest desire of Christ's coming in the flesh. But in this

obscurity we may observe some degrees : before the law given by
Moses, the promise was more obscure ; the law being given, even
to the time of the prophets, the promise was a little more clear:

in the time of the prophets, even to John the Baptist, it was clearer

yet ; as the coming of the Messias did approach nearer and nearer,

so was the promise clearer and clearer still. Just as the approach
of the sun is nearer or further ofi^, so is the light that goes be-
fore it greater or lesser : in like manner was the revelation that

went before Christ more dim or clear, as the rising of the Sim of
righteousness was more remote, or nigh at hand. My present
business is to set forth Jesus in the covenant of grace, as pro-
mised ; and because the promise receives distinction of degrees
according to the several breakings out of it to the dark world,
we will consider it as it was manifested,

1. From Adam until Abraham.
2. From Abraham until Moses.
3. From Moses until David.

4. From David until the Babylonish captivity.

5. From the Captivity until Christ.

In every of these periods will appear further and further dis-

coveries of God's mercy in Christ; of our Jesus carrying on the

great work of man's salvation in that dark time.
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Sect. II.

—

Of the Covenant of Pi'omise, as manifest in Adam,

The covenant of grace is a compact made betwixt God and

man, touching reconciliation, and life eternal, by Christ. This

gracious covenant was, immediately after the fall, expressed in

these words ; Iivillput enmity betiveen thee and the woman, and
hetiveen thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head^ and thou

shall bruise his heel.

This promise contains good news of the overthrow of Satan's

kingdom, and of man's freedom by the death of Christ.

For the sense of the words we shall open these terms, 1 . Who
is the serpent? 2. Who is the woman? 3. What is the seed

of the -serpent? What is the seed of the woman ? 5. What is

that hu (in our bible translated it?) 6. What is the serpent's

head, and the bruising of it ? 7« What is the heel of the seed

of the woman, and the bruising of it ? 8. Amongst whom was
the enmity, or rather enmities? (for in the text we find many;)
/ luill put enmity between thee and the woman, and betiveen thy

seed and her seed.

1. Who is tlie serpent? It xvas both Satan and the serpent;

the serpent possessed of the devil. Satan could not provoke

our first parents to sin by any inward temptation, nor could he

enter into their bodies or minds; and therefore he presumed to

take a beast of the earth, and by disposing of his tongue, he

speaks within him.

Such was God's love to man, that he condemns both the

author and instrument of that evil : as one that in anger breaks

the sword wherewith his son or his friend was wounded. The
serpent is punished according to the letter of the text, and Satan

in the spiritual meaning.

2. The woman, wheresoever mentioned in this text, is Eve,

and none but Eve ; she it was whom the tempter had seduced,

and, in just judgment for her familiarity with the tempter, God
meets with her, saying to the serpent, Iwill put enmity between

thee and the woman.
3. The seed of the serpent is taken collectively, for all the

families of devils, for the devil and his angels, as Christ calls

them; and for all the sons of the devil, i. e. for all reprobate

men, whose father and prince is the devil ; as Christ told the

Jews, Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your

father ye ivill do : and as John tells us. He that committeth si)i

is of the devil. In this the children of God are manifest, and

the children of the devil.

4. The seed of the woman is that posterity of the woman
which do not degenerate into the seed of the serpent. Hence
all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution,

saith the apostle : And I will put enmity, saith God, hettveen
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thee and the woman; also between thy seed and her seed. And
who can deny but these enmities have been ever since betwixt
Satan's brood and the saints ?

5. What is that hu, (in our bible translated, W^) It shall

h'uise thy head. He, or it, or that same seed, i. e. one person
of that same seed, even Jesus, the Son of the living God. Here
is the first hint of Jesus that ever was read or heard of in this

world. This was the first gospel that ever was published after

the creation. Oh, blessed news, fit for God's mouth to speak,

and to break first to the world now fallen ! As David alone of

all the host of Israel goes forth to fight with Goliath, and over-

comes him ; so Christ alone, of all the seed of the woman, was
to fight with the serpent, to overcome him, and to bruise his

head.

(2.) The bruising of the head doth plainly discover this it, or

he, is Jesus Christ ; for none can bruise the serpent's head but

only God. The God of peace, saith the apostle, shall hruise

Satan under your feet shortly. Now there was none of the seed

of the woman, that was ever God, but only Christ, God-man,
blessed for ever; and therefore it must needs be Christ, and only

Christ, that can bruise this serpent's head.

(3.) God himself in other places of scripture doth expressly

declare that this seed here promised is Christ. Mark but where
this promise is repeated to the patriarchs, as when the Lord said

to Abraham, In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth he

blessed: and when the Lord said to David, / ivill raise up thy

seed after thee, which shall be of thy sons, and I will establish

his kingdom; and you may see it clear that this seed is Christ,

and only Christ : that promise to Abraham, the apostle so inter-

prets. Now to Abraham and his seed were the p7'o?mses made;
he saith not, and to seeds, as of many, but as of one, and to thy

seed, which is Christ: and that promise to David, the prophet so

interprets. He shall sit upon the throne of David, and upon his

kingdom, to order it, and to establish it.—Who is that ? In the

former verse, his name is TV^onderful, Counsellor, the mighty

God, the everlastiiig Father, the Pnnce ofpeace.

Yet I will not deny, but by way of participation this promise

may pertain to the whole body of Christ : Through him that

loved us, ive are more than conquerors, saith the apostle. We
may conquer Satan, though not in our own strength; and so in

a secondary sense, by way of communication with Christ, under

this seed all the faithful may be contained : 1 . Because the head

and members are all one body. Both he that sanctifieth, and
they who are sanctified, are all one. 2. Because the faithful are

called the seed of Christ. When thou shall make thy soul an

offeringfor sin, he shall see his seed. 3. Because Satan's over-

throw by Christ our head is diffused to all the members. In this

sense many extend this seed to the whole body of Christ; but
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primarily and properly it belongs to none but the Lord Jesus

Christ.

6. What is the serpent's head, and the bruismg of it? 1. For

the serpent's head, it is the power, rage, reign, and kingdom of

Satan. It is observed, that in the head of a serpent lies the

strength, power, and life of a serpent ; so by a phrase of speech

fitted to the condition of this serpent that was Satan's instru-

ment, God tells the devil of the danger of his head, i. e. of his

power and kingdom. Now this power and kingdom of Satan

consists more especially in sin and death; for the stiiig of death

is sin, and the power of death is in Satan. 2. For the bruising

of this head, it is the overthrowing of Satan's power. He shall

bruise thy head, i. e. Christ shall break thy power, Christ shall

destroy sin and death, and him that hath the power of death,

that is, the devil. I say Christ shall do it, though, as I have said,

in a secondary sense the faithful shall do it. Christ overcomes

by his own power, and the faithful overcome by the power of

Christ. The serpent's head is bruised, i. e. the devil, and sin,

and death, and hell, are overthrown; not only the devil in his

person, but the works of the devil, which by the fall he had

planted in our natures; as, pride, vam-glory, ignorance, lust;

not only Satan's works, but the fruits and effects of his works,

as death and hell; so that all the faithful may sing with Paul,

O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory ?

Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through Jesus

Christ our Lord?
7. What is the heel of the seed of the woman, and the bruising

of it ? 1. The heel is the humanity of Christ. 2. The bruising

of his heel, is the miseries, mockings, woundings, death and

burial, of Christ, all which he endured in his heel, ^. e, in his

humanity; or, it extends further, to all the' hurts, reproaches,

afflictions, persecutions, of the faithful, by the devil and his

agents.

8. Amongst whom was the enmity, or this hostile war ? We
find in the text three hosts, and three battles

:

1. Betwixt Satan and the woman : I will put enmity bettveen

thee and the woman : i. e. betwixt thee, the seducer, and her

whom thou hast seduced. This enmity is opposed to the amity

which had been between the woman and the serpent; not but

that enmity must be betwixt the devil and man, as well as be-

twixt the devil and the woman : but because the woman had

more tampered with Satan, and, being deceived by Satan, was

first in the transgression, therefore she only is named ; Iwill put

enmity bettveen thee and the woman,
2. Betwixt Satan's seed, and the seed of the woman. / will

put enmity, not only between thee and the woman, but also

between thy seed and her seed; as if he had said. This enmity

shall not cease with the death of the woman, but it shall continue
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to her seed, and to her seed's seed, even to the end of the world.
We see to this day how the serpent and serpent's seed are war-
rmg agamst the church; and a wonder it is, considering the
malice of the enemy, that there is a church upon earth, but only,
that we have Christ's promise. The gates of hell shall notprevail
agamst it: and, Lo, I am with you always, even to the end of
the ivorld.

3. Betwixt Christ and the serpent. This is a bloody conflict

on both sides. He shall bruise thy head, and thou shall bruise
his heel, 1. He shall bruise thy head; Christ shall break thy
power. He fights not so much with the seed, as with the ser-

pent : if Satan be overthrown, his seed cannot stand. 2. Thou
shall bruise his heel; thou shalt afflict him and his, thou shalt

cast out of thy mouth a flood of persecutions ; thou shalt make
war with him, and all them which keep the commandments of
God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

We learn hence, 1 . That a Saviour was promised from the
beginning of the world. 2. That this Saviour should free all his

saints from sin, death, and hell ; the head and the power of the
devil. 3. That to this end this Saviour should be a Mediator;
for God would not grant an immediate pardon, but the promised
seed must first intervene. 4. That this Mediator should be of the

seed of the woman, that is, a man, and yet stronger than the

devil, endued with a divine power, and so he is God. 5. That
this Man-God should, according to his priestly office, be a sa-

crifice for sin, the serpent should bruise his heel; he should suf-

fer and die for the people, and yet, according to his kinglj'^ office,

he should overcome Satan ; for he should bruise his head, over-

throw his kingdom, and make us more than conquerors, 6.

That this promise of Christ, and of our justification, is free ; God,
of mere mercy and free grace, brings forth this promise. There
could be now after the fall no merit in man ; and even now he
promiseth remission of sins and life eternal, in, for, and through,

the Lord Jesus Christ. No question but in belief of this pro-

mise, the patriarchs and fathers of old obtained life, and glory,

and immortality. By faith, the elders obtained a good report,

By faith, Abel obtained witness that he was righteous. By faith,

Enoch was translated, that he should not see death. By faith,

Noah became heir of the righteousness of Christ, And how
should it but revive us in these last times, to hear that the first

thing that ever God did after the world was fallen, was this act

of mercy, to make a promise of Christ, and to reconcile lost man
to himself through the same Jesus Christ ? Surely he began to

do that soon, which he meant to be always doing, even to the

end of the world. Thus far of the promise, as it was manifested
from Adam to Abraham.
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Sect. III.—Of the Covenant of Promise^ as manifested to

Abraham.

The second breaking forth of this gracious covenant was to

Abraham : and now it shines in a more glorious light than it did

before. At first it was propounded in dark terms ; but in this

second manifestation, we have it laid down in plainer terms : /
will establish my covenant between me and thee, and thy seed

after thee, in their generation, for an everlasting covenant, to be

a God to thee, and to thy seed after thee. For the right under-

standing of this, we shall examine these particulars :

—

1

.

What a covenant is ?

2. What is the establishing of this covenant ?

3. Betwixt whom is the covenant to be established ?

4. For what time is the established covenant to endure )

5. What are the privileges of this covenant?

6. What is the condition of this covenant ?

7. Who is the head, both as the undertaker, purchaser, and
treasurer, upon whom this covenant is established ?

1 . What is a covenant ? It is a contract of mutual peace and
good-will, obliging parties on both hands to the performance of

mutual offices. Thus was the covenant betwixt God and Abra-
ham : there was a mutual stipulation in it on God's part, to per-

form his promises of temporal, spiritual, and eternal grace 5 and
on Abraham's part, to receive this grace by faith, and to per-

form due obedience to God. Hence a little nearer, we say the

covenant is a mutual compact betwixt God and man, whereby
God promised all good things, especially eternal happiness, unto
man 5 and man doth promise to walk before God in all accept-

able, free, and willing obedience ; expecting all good from God,
and happiness in God, according to his promise, for the praise

and glory of his grace. Others describe the covenant of grace
thus :

" The covenant of grace is a free and gracious compact,
which God, of his mere mercy in Jesus Christ, hath made with
sinful man, promising unto him pardon of sins, and eternal

happiness, if he will but repent of sin, and embrace mercy reach-

ing forth by faith unfeigned, and walk before God in willing,

faithful, and sincere obedience." In this description many
things are considered ; as 1 . That the author of this covenant is

God ; not as our Creator, but as our merciful God and Father in

Christ Jesus. 2. That the cause of this covenant is not any
worth, or dignity, or merit in man, but the mere mercy, love,

and favour of God. 3. That the foundation of this covenant is

Jesus Christ, in and through whom we are reconciled unto God

;

for since God and man were separated by sin, no covenant can
pass betwixt them, no reconciliation can be expected, nor par-
don obtained, but in and through a Mediator. 4. That the party

covenanted with is sinful man 5 the fall of our first parents was
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the occasion of this covenant ; and God was pleased to permit
the fall, that he might manifest the riches of his mercy in man's
recover)-. 5. That the form of this covenant stands^ on God's
part, in gracious and free promises of forgiveness, holiness, and
happiness ; and on man's part, in a restipulation of such duties

as will stand with the free grace and mercy of God in Christ.

6. That the stipulation, on man's part required, is repentance
from sin, belief in the promises, and a yielding of fear, reve-
rence, worship, and obedience, to God, according to his word.

2. What is the establishing of this covenant ? The Lord had
before made a covenant with Abraham, Gen. xv. 4, 5. And
now he doth not abolish the former and make another, but ra-

ther confirms and establisheth the former. It may be there was
some doubting inAbraham,butnowGod would assurehim infallibly

of his will ; so he adds the seal of circumcision. Ye shall circumcise

theflesh ofyourforeskin, saith God, (md it shall be a token of the
covenant hetivixt meandyou. Butwhat is circumcision to the cove-
nant ? Much every way. Circumcision was not without shedding
of blood, because the covenant was not yet established in the
blood of the Messiah : sure there was much in this, however the
right of itself was nothing

; yet as it led the faithful patriarchs to

the blood of Christ, and as it assured the purging awav of sin by
the blood of Christ, and as it signed the circumcision of the heart

by the Spirit of Christ, so it found acceptance with God.
3. Betwixt whom is the covenant to be established ? Betwixt

me and thee, saith God, and thy seed after thee. The two heads
of this covenant are God and Abraham 5 on God's part are, the

whole Trinity of persons, the blessed angels, and all the host of

heaven ; on Abraham's jD^rt are all his seed, i. e. the spiritual

seed of Abraham. Now, under the seed, 1. all believing Jews,
and 2. all Gentiles, are comprehended. All may be called the

spiritual seed of Abraham, that walk in the steps of the faith of

Abraham ; and indeed thus runs the promise : Li thee shall all

the families of the earth he blessed, Gen. xii. 3. And in thee shall

all nations of the earth be blessed. Gen. xviii. 18. Christians I

here is your happiness ; the covenant was not written for Abra-
ham's sake alone, but for us also, if we believe on him that raised

up Jesus our Lord from the dead. You may think all this while

we are only discovering the privileges of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacobi and of the Jews ; no, blessed be God, heaven is no freer to

a Jew than to a Gentile. There is neitherJew nor Greek, there is

7ieitlier bond norfree, male norfemale ;
—Met ifye be Christ's, then

are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the jjromise.

4. For what time is the established covenant to endure ? It Is

not for a few days, or months, or years, but for ever and ever :

it is an everlasting covenant ; and indeed, the word established

sounds this way ; / will establish my cavenant, I will have it

stand and continue for ever,

6 X
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5. What ai'e the privileges of the covenant ? I answer, As they

are great things, and great blessings, which our great God pro-

miseth, so they are very many and numerous. The covenant is

full of blessings, it is a rich store-house, replenished with all

manner of blessings ; it is not dry, nor barren, but like the fat

olive or fruitful vine ; it is a well of salvation, a fountain of good
things, a treasure full of goods or unsearchable riches, which
can never be emptied. Hence it is that our narrow capacities

can never apprehend the infinite grace that this covenant con-

tains
;
yet as we may see things darkly in a map, so let us en-

deavour, as we are able, to view them in some map ; that by the

little we see, we may be raised up to the consideration of things

not seen, which shall be revealed in due time. '
•

The privileges of the covenant are folded up in the promises

of it : every promise contains a privilege, but the time of unfold-

ing every promise is not yet come. Then only shall all the pro-

mises of ail sorts be unfolded, when the heavens as a vesture

shall be folded up. I shall, for the present, confine myself

to those promises and privileges which were manifested to Abra-

ham. And they were,

1st. Of things temporal. Thus we read God promiseth Abra-

ham, Itvill make of thee a great nation^ and I ivill bless thee, and
make thy name great, and thou shalt he a blessing ; and I will

bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curselh thee, and
unto thy seed will Igive this land. By myself have I sworn,

saith the Lord, that in blessing I luill bless thee, and in multi-

plying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as

the sand upon the sea-shore ; and thy seed shall possess the gate

of his enemies.

( 1 .) / ivill make of thee a great nation. It seemed a thing in-

credible, because Abraham was old, and Sarah was barren and

old ;
yet for all this, God is all-sufficient : Abraham shall have his

desire, he shall be a father, not only of a few children, but of a

numerous nation, yea, of many nations.

(2 ) I will bless thee, saith God : and this blessing had relation

to his wealth : Abraham was very rich in cattle, in silver and in

gold. No question those riches came from this blessing : The
blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich.

(3.) / will make thy name great, saith God. No monarch was
ever so famous in conquering nations, as Abraham for his faith

and obedience. God hath magnified his name amongst the He-
brews, who for these three thousand years and upwards have

acknowledged none, except Moses, greater than Abraham : and

God hath so magnified his name amongst Christians, that all be-

lievers look upon it as a glory to be called children ofAbraham,

(4.) Unto thy seed ivill Igive this land, saith God, as an ever-

lasting possession. Gen. xvii. 8. The answer is, that the word
translated everlasting, doth not ever signify that which shall have
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no end, but an age, a term, or continuance 5 as it was said of
Samuel, He shall appear before the Lord, and there abide for
ever : i. e. as long as he lived. And the desolations of the cap-
tivity were called perpetual desolations, i. e. long desolations,

even for seventy years.

(2d.) Of things spiritual thus we read. Fear not, Abraham, I
am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reivard ; I am God all-

sufficient or omnipotent, the Almighty God, and I will be a God
unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. Oh, what precious pro-
mises are these !— 1. I am thy shield, to keep thee from all evil,

such a shield that no creature can pry through, such a shield as

shall cover thee over ; nay, such a shield as shall cover thee about.

2. / am thy exceedinggreat reward : I am the Almighty God : I
will be a Godun<-o thee. This is the veiy soul of the covenant, and
of all the promises of God. All I am is thine, myself, my goods,
my grace, my glory, whatsoever is in me, all that I have, and
all my attributes, are thine. My power, my wisdom, my good-
ness, my riches, whatsoever is mine in the whole world, I will

give it thee for thy portion ; I and all that I have are thine, for

thy use. Christians ! was not this an exceeding great reward ?

Who can understand the height and depth, and length and
breadth, of this reward ?—Surely happy is the people that is in

such a case
;
yea, happy is that people whose God is the Lord.

6. What is the condition of this covenant ? I answer, the

condition of the covenant of grace is faith, and only faitli ; to

this purpose it was said of Abraham, He believed i?i the Lord,
and he counted it to him for righteousness. And that act of

faith, whereby Abraham believed that he should have a son, and
that his children shoidd possess the land of Canaan, was a sha-

dow, a pledge, of that main act of faith, whereby he believed the

promised seed, in whom himself and all the nations of the earth

should be blessed. But let this be remembered, that Abraham
did not only believe the temporal promises, but every promise

;

as, / will be thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward : Now
who is our shield, but Christ ? and who is our reward, but Christ ?

Especially he believed the promise of the seed ; and who is the

head of the seed, but Christ ? Yea, he believed in that promised

seed, in whom all the nations of the earth should be blessed ; and

who was that, but Christ ? Your Father Abraham, saith Christ,

rejoiced to see my day ; and he saw it, and was glad. He saw
it ! how could he see it ? Thou art not yetfifty years old, said

the Jews, and hast thou seen Abraham f or could Abraham see

thee, or thy day ? Yes, even then he saw it when he beUeved

in Christ, he could see it no other ways but by faith ; and there-

fore no question he believed in Christ, and that ivas counted to

him for righteousness.

7. Who is the head, both as undertaker, and purchaser, and

^treasurer, upon whom this covenant is established ? I answer,



164 Looking unto Jesus.

Christ : All the promises of God hi Iiim are yea and amen, unto

the glory of God by us. This was darkly set forth in the first

manifestation of the covenant to Adam, but in this second, it is

fully expressed and often repeated ; thus, Gen. xii. 3. In thee

shall all the families of the earth he blessed ; and. Gen. xviii. 18.

All the nations of the earth shall be blessed in Abraham, and
Gen. xxii. 18. In thy seed shall all the 7iations of the earth he

blessed. In comparing these texts, we have a clear understand-

ing thereof : in thee, in Abraham, shall all the families and nations

of the earth be blessed ; but lest Abraham himself should be
thought author of this universal blessing, therefore is the expli-

cation, in thee, i. e. in thy seed; which, saith the Apostle ex-

pressly, is Jesus Christ.

Thus far of the covenant of promise, as it was manifested

from Abraham to Moses.

Sect. IV.

—

Of the Covoiant of Promise as maiiifested to

Moses.

The next breaking forth of this gracious covenant was to

Moses. The revenging justice of God had now seized on man-
kind for many generations, so that now it was high time for God
in the midst of wrath to remember mercy, and to break out into

a clearer expression of the promise. To this purpose the Lord
calls up Moses to mount Sinai, and there of his infinite love and
undeserved mercy, he makes and renews his covenant with him
and the children of Israel. / am the Lord thy God, which
brought thee out of the land ofLgypt, out of the house of bon-
dage : Thou shall have no other gods before me.

For the right understanding of this, we shall examine these

particulars :

1

.

Whether the law was delivered in a covenant way ?

2. In what sense is the law a covenant of grace ?

3. How may it appear that the law in any sense is a covenant

of grace ?

4. Why should God in the law deal ^vith us in a covenant-way,
rather than a mere absolute supreme way ?

5. What are the good things promised in this expression of

the covenant ?

6. What is the condition of this covenant on our part ?

7. Who was the mediator of this covenant ?

8* What of Christ, and his death, do we find in this mani-
festation of the covenant ?

For the first. Whether the law was delivered in a covenant

way ?—It is affirmed on these grounds :

1st. In that it hath the name of a covenant. 2d. In that it hath

the real properties of a covenant.— (1). The name of a covenant,

afii it appears in these texts :

—

Jlnd the Lord said unto Moses,
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Write these tvords ; foi^ after the tenor of these tvords, t have
made a covenant with thee, andivith Israel, And he wrote upon
the tables the ivords of the covenant, the ten commandments.—
A7id he declaimed unto you his covenant, which hecommanded you
to perform, even the ten commandments^ and heivrote them upon
two tables of stone.

(2.) The law hath the real properties of a covenant^ which arc
the mutual consent and stipulation on both sides. You may see
a full relation of this in Exod. xxiv. 3—8. And Moses came and
told all the luords of the Lord, and all thejudgments : and all
the people answered with one voice. All the words which the Lord
liath said luill lue do. And Moses wrote all the words of the
Lord, and rose up early in the morning,—and he took the book
of the covenant, and read iii the audience ofthepeople ; and they
said. All that the Lord hath said will we do, and he obedient.
And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the peoyle, and
said. Behold the blood of the covenant, tuhich the Lord hath
made with you concerning all these words. In the words you
may observe these properties of a covenant ;— 1. That God on
his part expresseth his consent and willingness to be their God.
2. That the people on their part give their full consent and
roady willingness to be his servants.

2. In what sense is the law a covenant of grace ? I answer,
The law may be considered in several senses, as, 1 . Sometimes it

signifies largely any heavenly doctrine, whether it be promise
or precept ; and in this sense the apostle tells us of the law of
works, and of the law of faith. 2. Sometimes it signifies any
part of the Old Testament, in which sense Jesus answered the
Jews, Is it not writteti in you law, I said ye are gods f 3.

Sometimes, it signifies the whole economy, and peculiar dispen-

sation, of God's worship unto the Jews ; in which sense it is said

to continue until John, The law and the prophets were until

John. 4. Sometimes it is taken for some acts of the law only.

Against such there is no law. 5. Sometimes it is taken only for

the ceremonial law. The law having a shadmv of good tJiijigs to

come. 6. Sometimes it is taken for that part of the moral law
which is merely perceptive, without any promise at all. 7- Some-
times it is taken for the whole moral law, with the preface and
promises added to it ; and in this last sense we take it, when we
say it is a covenant of grace.

3. How may it appear that the law in this sense is a covenant

of grace ?—It appears, (1.) By that contract betwixt God and
Israel before the promulgation of the law. Ifye will obey my
voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar

treasure unto me above all people, for all the earth is mine ; and
ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy 7iation.

Whereunto the prophet Jeremiah hath refcrejice, saying, Obey
my voice^ and do according to all which Icommand you, so shall
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you he my people, and Iivillheyour God, Both these scriptures

speak of the moral law, or ten commandments, contaming the

preface and promises ; and how should that law be any other but

a covenant of grace, which runs in this tenor,—I will be your
God, and you shall be my people ; my peculiar treasure ; a king-

dom of priests, an holy nation, if yovi will hear and obey my
commandments. Surely these privileges could never have been
obtained by a covenant of works. What ! To be a kingdom of

priests, an holy nation, a peculiar treasure to the Lord ? What

!

To be beloved of God as a desirable treasure (for so it is in the

original,) which a king delivers not into the hands of any of his

officers, but keepeth it to himself ? This cannot be of works

;

no, no, these are privileges vouchsafed of mere grace in Jesus

Christ ; and therefore Peter applies this very promise to the

people of God under the gospel, 1 Pet. ii. 9.

(2.) It appears by that contract betwixt God and Israel in the

promulgation of the law ; then it was that God proclaimed him-

self to be the God of Israel, saying, / am the Lord thy God,

tvhich brought thee out of the land of EgyjJt, out of the house of
bondage. This is a preface to the whole law, prefixed as a reason

to persuade obedience to every commandment. But all acknow-

ledge that is a free covenant, which promiseth pardon of sin,

and requireth faith in the Messiah. When God saith to Israel

—

I am the Lord thy God which brought thee out of the land of

Egypt—doth he not propomid himself as their King, Judge, Sa-

viour, and Redeemer
;
yea, and spiritual Redeemer, from their

bondage of sin and Satan, whereof that temporal deliverance

from Egypt was a type ?

4. Why should God in the law deal with us in a covenant-way

rather than in a mere absolute supreme way ? I answer, (I .) In re-

spect of God : it was his pleasure in giving the law not only to ma-
nifest his wisdom, and power, and sovereignty, but his faithfulness,

and truth, and love, and the glory of his grace. If he had given

the precept without any promise, he might fully have discovered

his supreme power, but his dear love and faithfulness could not

have been known. Now therefore let the world take notice of

his singular love and faithfulness ; as Moses said to Israel, Be-
cause the Lord loved you, and because he would keep the oath

which he hadsivorn unto your fathers, hath the Lord brought

you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the hands

of bo7idmen, from the hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. Know
therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God,

which keepeth covenant and mercy ivith them that love him, and
keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.

(2.) In respect of us, God would rather deal with us in a

covenant-way, than in a mere absolute supreme way, upon these

grounds:— 1. That he might bind us the faster to himself. A
covenant binds on both parts. The Lord doth not bind himself
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to us, and leave us free ; no, / will bring you, saith God, into
the bond of the covenant. You may say a command binds as well
as a covenant. It is true ; but a covenant doth, as it were,
twist the cords of the law, and double the precept upon the soul.

When it is only a precept, then God alone commands it ; but
when I have made a promise to it, then I command it and bind
it upon m^^self.

(3.) That our obedience might be more willing and free. An
absolute law might seem to extort obedience, but a covenant
and agreement makes it clearly to appear more free and willing.

This is the nature of the covenant of grace : First, God pro-
misetii mercy, to be our exceeding great reward; and then we
promise obedience, to be his free, willing people : and thus we
become God's, not only by a property founded in his sovereign
power and love, but by a property growing out of our own
voluntary consents. We are not only his people, but his willing

people.

(4.) That our consolations might be stronger ; that in all our
difficulties and distresses we might ever have recourse to the
faithfulness and love of God. This indeed was the prime end
why God delivered his law in way of a covenant, that he might
endear himself to us, and so draw us to him with cords of love.

Had God so pleased, he might have required all obedience from
us, and when he had done all, he might have reduced us into

nothing, or at least not have given us heaven for an inheritance,

or himself for a portion ; but his love is such, that he will not
only command but he will covenant, that he might further ex-
press and communicate his love. How then should this encou-
rage us to go to God in ail distresses ?—Oh ! what thankful loving

thoughts should we have of God that would thus infinitely con-

descend to covenant with us !

5. What are the good things promised in his expression of

the covenant ? Not to reckon up the temporal promises, the

great mercies of God are expressed in these terms : / am the

Lord thy God, ivJiich brought thee out of t e land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage. This is the great promise of the

covenant, it is as great as God himself. That we may better

see it and know it, I shall take it in pieces : the gold is so pure,

that it is pity the least filing should be lost. Here God describes

himself by these notes :— 1. By his only eternal and perfect

essence, / am the Lord. 2. By the plurality of persons in that

one essence, / am the Lord God, Jehovah Elohim. 3. By the

propriety his people have in Jehovah Elohim, Iam the Lord thy

God. 4. By the fruit of that propriety in reference to Israel,

fVhich brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house

of bo7idage.

(I.) I am Jehovah. This name denotes both his being, and
his performance of his promise. Thus he was not known to the
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patriarchs : they only were sustained by faith in God's almighty

power, without receiving the thing promised; but when the

Israelites came to receive the promise, and to have full know-
ledge and experience of his power and goodness, then they knew
the efficacy of his name Jehovah.

(2.) / a?n Jehovah Elohim, ' This denotes the plurality of

persons. God, in delivering of the law, doth not only shew his

l3eing, but the manner of his being, or the trinity of persons in

the unity of essence. The word signifies strong, potent, mighty
;

or if we express it plurally, it signifies the almighties, or the

almighty powers. Hence the scriptures apply the general name,

God, to the persons severally, the Father is God, Heb. i. 1.2.

The Son is God, Acts xx. 28. And the Holy Ghost is God,

Acts V. 3, 4.

(3.) lam the Lord thy God, Herein is the propriety, and

indeed here is the mercy, that God speaks thus to every faithful

soul, lam thy God. By this appropriation God gives us a right

in him, yea, a possession of him. 1 . A right in him : as the

woman may say of him to whom she is married, this man is my
husband, so may every faithful soul say of the Lord, he is my
God. 2. A possession of him : God doth not only shew himself

unto us, but he doth communicate himself unto us in his holiness,

mercy, truth, grace, and goodness ; hence it is said. We have

fellowship with the Father, and ivith his Son Jesus Christ,

Herein God gives himself to be wholly ours, consider God essen-

tially or personally. Consider Jehovah Elohim, all is ours. God,

in his essence and glorious attributes, communicates himself to us

for good ; and God, personally considered, as Father, Son, and
Holy Ghost, they all enter into covenant with us.

[1.] The Father enters into covenant with us. He promiseth

to be a Father to us : hence saith the Lord, Israel is my Son,

my first-horn.

[2.] The Son is in covenant with us, and speaks to us in this

language ; Thou art mine ; I have redeemed thee, I have called

thee by thy name, and therefore thou art mine. This is Christ's

covenant with us ; he brings us back to his Father, from whose
presence we were banished, and sets us before his face for ever.

He promiseth to restore us to the adoption of sons ; and not only

to the title, but to the inheritance of sons, that we might be

where he is.

[3.] The Holy Ghost makes a covenant with us. By one offer-

ing he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified ; ivhereof

the Holy Ghost also is a zvitness. This is the cove?ia?it that I
will make luith them ; Iivillput my law into their hearts, and in

their minds ivill I turite them. I know the Father is implied in

this, yet here is the proper work of the Holy Ghost. What the

Father hath purposed, and the Son hath purchased for us, that

the Holy Ghost effects in us. He applies the blood of Christ foi?
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the remission of sins ; he writes the law in our hearts ; he comforts
us in our sadness ; he supports us in our faintings^ and guides us
in our wanderings. Now in that he effects these things for us,
and in our behalf, he is said to make a covenant with us. Thus
Elohim, God personally considered. Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, are in covenant with us. i

(4.) Let us see the fruit of this in reference to Israel :—^which
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bon-
dage. This was God's promise long before to Abraham : Know
of a surety, that thy seed shall be a stranger iti a land that is

not their s, and shall serve them, and they shall afflict them four
hundred years : And also that nation whom they shall serve, will
Ijudge; and afterwards they shall come out with great sub-
stance. See here, Israel must be strangers in the land of Egypt,
and serve the Egyptians four hundred years ; but then he will

bring them out of the land of Egypt, and out of their servile bon-
dage. Why, this argues that God is Jehovah. Now he has per-

formed what he had foretold 5 and this argues that God in Christ is

our Redeemer ; for what was this redemption from Egypt, but a

type of our freedom from sin, death, and hell ?

6. What is the condition of this covenant on our part ? The
condition of this covenant is faith in Jesus, which is implied in

the promise, I will be thy God, or Iam the Lord thy God; and
commanded in the precept built upon it ; thou shalt have me to

be thy God, or, thou shalt have no other gods before me. But
Avhere is faith in Jesus Christ mentioned, either in promise or

precept? I answer. If it be not expressed, it is very plainly

intended. God is not the God of Israel, but in and through the

Mediator ; neither can Israel take God to be their God, but by
faith in the Messiah. But to go further ; What is the meaning of

this first commandment in the affirmative part, but to have one

God in Christ to be our God by faith ? It is true there is no

mention made of Christy or faith ; but that is nothing. There is

no mention of love, and yet our Saviour discovers it there ; when
the lawyer tempted Christ,

—

Master, ivhich is the great com-

mandment in the law ? You know Christ's answer. Thou shalt

love the Lord thy God tvith all thy heart, with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind; this is the Jirst ojiid great commandment,

Matt. xxii. 36, 37, 38. Now as our Saviour discovers love

there ; so in like manner is faith and Christ there, the necessary

consequents.

But you may object. What say we to obedience? Is not that

rather the condition of this covenant in the law ? The law is

considered either more strictly, as it is a rule of righteousness,

setting forth Hfe upon no other terms but perfect obedience, or

more largely, as that whole doctrine delivered on mount Sinai,

with the preface and promises adjoined: in the former sense it is

a covenant of works, but in the latter it is a covenant of grace,

6. Y
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And yet I dare not say, that as the law is a covenant of grace, it

doth exclude obedience. In some sort, obedience, as well as

faith, may be said to be a condition of the covenant of grace. I

shall give you my thoughts in this distinction : obedience to all

God's commands, is either considered as a cause of life, or as a
qualification. In the former sense, it cannot be a condition of

the covenant of grace ; but in the latter, it may. If by condi-
tion we understand whatsoever is required on our part, as pre-
cedent, concomitant, or subsequent, to the covenant of grace, re-

pentance, faith, and obedience are all conditions: but if by
condition we understand whatsoever is required on our part as

the cause of the good promised, though only instrumental, why
then faith is the only condition. Faith and obedience are op-
posed in the matter of justification and salvation; not that they
cannot stand together, (for they are inseparably united,) but
because they camiot meet together in one court, as the cause of

justification or salvation. Now, when we speak of the condition
of the covenant of grace, we intend such a condition as is among
the number of true causes. Indeed, in the covenant of works
obedience is required as the cause of life ; but in the covenant
of grace, though obedience must accompany faith, yet only faith

is' the cause of life contained in the covenant.

7. Of this covenant, Moses was a typical, but Christ the spi-

ritual. Mediator. There is a great deal of difference betwixt
Moses and Christ, as, 1. Moses only received the law, and
delivered it to the people ; but Christ, our true Moses, fulfilled it.

2. Moses broke the tables, to shew how we in our nature had
broken the law; but Christ, our true Moses, repairs it. 3. Mo-
ses had the law only writ in tables of stone ; but Christ writes it

in the tables of our hearts. 4. Moses was mere man ; but Christ
is God as well as man. 5. Moses wiis only a servant in God's
house; but Christ is a son, yea, Christ is Lord of his own house,
the church. 6. Moses's meditation was of this use, to shew
what WTcS the true manner of worshipping God; but he did not
inspire power to follow it : he could not reconcile men to God,
as of himself; and therefore it appeared that there was need of
another reconciler, viz, the Lord Jesus Christ.

8. What do we find of Christ, and of his death, in this mani-
festation of the covenant? I answer, (1.) In delivering the law,
we find something of Christ. Some of the learned are of opi-
nion, that Christ the Son of God did? in the shape of a man,
deliver the law.

(2.) In the law itself, as it is a covenant of grace, we find

something of Christ: in the preface he proclaims himself to be
our God ; and in the first commandment we are bound to take
this God to be our God ; and in the second, he gives us a double
motive to obey ; For I the Lord thy God am a jealous God; I
sheiv mercy unto thousands of them that love me^ and keep my
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commandments. And in the fifth commandment he gives a pro-
mise of long life in Canaan, which is either to be looked at as a
type of heaven, or literally, for a prosperous condition here on
earth; -but, howsoever, it is by virtue of the covenant, and as a
testimony of God's love. Now all these promises are made in

Christ. God is not our God, but in and through Jesus Christ.

God will not shew mercy unto thousands, nor unto one of all the
thousands of his saints, but as they are in Jesus Christ. God
will not give us long life here, or eternity hereafter, but in, for,

and through, the Lord Jesus Christ. What if Moses writ not
down the word Christ, yet certainly Moses writ of Christ : his

words imply Christ, as Christ himself told the Jews, Had ye
believed Moses, ye would have believed me ; for Moses wrote of
me. Surely Christ was, if not the only subject, yet the only
scope, of all the writings of Moses ; and therefore in the law
itself, you see, we find something of Christ.

(3.) In the exposition of the law, as Moses gives it here and
there, we find something of Christ. Yea, if we observe it, Moses
brought something more to the expression of Christ, and of the

covenant of grace, than ever was before. In the first promise it

was revealed, that Christ should be the seed of the woman; in

the second manifestation of the promise, it was revealed that

Christ should be of the seed of Abraham; but in Moses's
writings, and Moses's time, we learn more expressly that Christ

was to be incarnate, and to have his conversation amongst men.
The promise runs thus : And I will dwell among the children of
Israel, and ivill he their God; and they shall know that I am
the Lord their God, that brought them forth out of the land of
Egypt, that I may dwell amongst them ; I am the Lord their

God. Again, Moses, writing of Christ, The Lord thy God,

saith he, will raise up unto thee a prophetfrom tlie midst oftliee,

of thy brethren, like unto me; unto liim shallye hearken. Was
not this a plain expression : Peter, in his sermon to the Jews,

preached Jesus Christ; and he tells the Jews, that this Jesus

Christ was preached unto them before. When before ? Even in

Moses's time; and for proof he cites this very text. For Moses
truly said unto thefatJeers, xi pirophet shall the Lord your God
raise up unto you, ofyour brethren, like unto 7ne; him shall ye
hear in all things, whatsoever he shall say unto you.

(4.) In the confirmation of the law, we find something of Christ.

It was confirmed by seals and sacrifices. What were all these

but a type of Christ ? In the former expression of the covenant

we found the seal of circumcision, but now it pleased God to

add unto the former another seal for confirmation of their faith,

namely, the passover. And was not this a type of Christ, the

immaculate Lamb of God, whicli taketti away the sins of the

world? Again, in this manifestation Moses brought in the

priesthood as a settled ordinance, to offer sacrifices for the peo-
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pie I and was not this a type of Christy our true and unchange-

able high priest ? No question, the death and resurrection of

Christ, the priesthood and kingdom of Christ, were prefigured

by the sacrifices, the brazen serpent, the priesthood of Aaron,

and the kingdom of Israel. And I cannot but think that the

godly spiritual Jews understood this very well ; and that these

did not rest in sacrifices or sacraments, but that by faith they did

really enjoy Christ in them.

(5.) In the intention of God's giving the law, we find some-

thing of Christ. The very end of God in promulging the law,

was, that upon the sense of our impossibility to keep it, and of

our danger to break it, we should desire earnestly, and seek out

diligently for Jesus Christ. To this purpose, saith the apostle,

Tlie law is our schoolmaster, to britig us to Christ, that ive might

hejustijied by faith. A schoolmaster, you know, doth not only

correct, but also teach : so the law doth not only curse if the

work be not done, but it shews where pow.er and help is to be

had, that is, from the Lord Jesus Christ. If this be so, how
much to blame are they that, under pretence of free grace and

Christ, cry down the law ? Rather let us cry it up ; and this is

the way to set up free grace and Christ. Surely, he that dis-

covers his defects by the perfect rule of the law, and whose soul

is humbled because of those defects, must needs prize Christ,

desire Christ, advance Christ in his thoughts, above all the men
in the world.

And thus far of the covenant of promise, as it was manifested

from Moses to David.

Sect. V.

—

Of the Covenant of Promise, as manifested to David.

The next breaking forth of this gracious covenant was to

David ; and in this manifestation, appears yet more of Christ.

The expression of it is chiefly in these words : Although my
house he not so with God, yet he hath made with me an everlast-

ing covenant, ordered in all things, and sure.

For the right understanding of this, we shall examine these

particulars :

—

1

.

Who is the author of this covenant ?

2. To whom is the covenant made ?

3. What is this, that the covenant is said to be made ?

4. How is the covenant ordered ?

5. Wherein is the covenant sure?

6. Whether is Christ more clearly manifested in this breaking

forth of the covenant, than in any of the former ?

1 . Who is the author of this covenant ? David says. He hath

made it: He, i. e. God; The rock of Isimel, the everlasting

rock ; the rock of their salvation, Psal. viii. 2. 2'he rock of
their refuge, Psal, xciv, 22. Their rock, and their Redeemer,
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Psal. xix. 14. The Psalmist is frequent in this style^ to shew
that God is the mighty, stable, and immutable defence of all the
faithful, who fly unto him, and will trust in him. He is such a
rock as will not fail his creatures. Man is unstable; but he is

God, and not man, who is the author of this covenant.

2. To whom is the covenant made ? Why, saith David, He
hath made with me an everlasting covenant; i. e. either with
Christ the antitype, or else with David himself, the type of
Christ. Some are wholly for a covenant betwixt God and
Christ, and they deny any such thing as a covenant betwixt
God and man : but are not the testimonies express ? Take heed
to yourselves, lest you forget the covenant which the Lord hath
made ivith you. And, I ivill make a neiu covenant luith the

house of Israel, and with the house of Judah. Oh ! take heed of

such doctrines as tend unto licentiousness ; the covenant God
makes with us binds us faster to God, and if there be no cove-
nant betwixt God and us, it opens a gap to the looseness of our
spirits ; for how should we be charged with unfaithfulness unto
God, if we have not all entered into a covenant with God ?

3. What is this, that the covenant is said to be made ? This
exhibits to us the freeness of God's entering into covenant with
us. When God makes a covenant, then he gives grace unto all

that he takes into covenant with him. The Lord set his love

upon you, said Moses to Israel, to take you iiito covenant with

him ; not because ye ivere more in number than other people, but
because he lovedyou, and chose your fathers,

4. How is the covenant said to be ordered? The word
ordered sets out to us a marshalling, and fit laying of things

together, in ojjposition to disorder and confusion. As we see in

an army, every one is set in rank and file ; so every thing in this

covenant is so ranked, disposed, and ordered, that it stands at

best advantage to receive and repel the enemy.

(1.) It is well ordered in respect of the root out of which it

grew. This was the infinite wisdom and mercy of God. 1. It

was founded in wisdom. The covenant of grace was a result of

council ; it was no rash act, but a deliberate act with infinite

wisdom. God being the sovereign of all his creatures, and
seeing mankind in a perishing condition, determined within him-
self deliberately to make such a covenant of peace. 2. It was
founded in mercy; i. e. in the goodness of God flowing out to

one in misery.

(2.) It is well ordered, in respect of the method. First, God
begins ; then we come on :—First, God on his part gives grace

;

and then we, on our parts, act faith and obedience. God hath
ever the first work : as, first, / ivill be your God, and then yc
shall be my people : first, / will take away the stony heart, and
give an heart of flesh; and then ?/om shall loathe yourselves for
your ifiiqtiities, and for your abominations : first, I ivill sprinkle
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water upon you, and then ye shall be clean from all yourJilthi-
ness: first, I will put my Spirit into you, and cause you to walk
in my statutes : and then ye shall keep my judgrnents, and do

them: first, I will pour out my Spirit ofgrace and supplication

upon you, and then you shall mourn as a iinan mourneth for his

only son: first, / will do all, and then ye shall do something.

A troubled spirit is apt to cry out, Alas ! I can do nothing : I

can as well dissolve a rock, as make my heart of stone a heart of

flesh ! Mark how the covenant stands well ordered like an
army : / will do all, saith God, and then thou shalt do some-
thing : / ivill strengthen and quicken you, and then ye shall

serve me, saith the Lord.

(3.) It is well ordered, in respect of the end and aim, to which
all the parts of the covenant are referred. The end of the cove-

nant is the praise of the glory of his grace : the parts of the

covenant are the promise and the stipulation; the promise is

either principal, and that is God and Christ; or secondary, and
that is justification, sanctification, and glorification: and the

stipulation on our parts are faith and obedience ; we must be-

lieve in him that justifies the ungodly, and walk before him in all

well-pleasing. Observe now the main design of the covenant,

and see but how all the streams run towards that ocean . God
gives himself to the praise of the glory of his grace. God gives

Christ to the praise of the glory of his grace. God gives par-

don, sanctification^ and salvation, to the praise of the glory of

his grace ; and we believe, we obey, to the praise of the glory of

his grace ; and good reason, for all is of grace, and therefore all

must tend to the praise of the glory of his grace. It is of grace

that God hath given himself, Christ, pardon, sanctification, and
salvation, to any soul. It is of grace that we believe ; by grace

ye are saved through faith, not of yourselves, it is the gift of

God. Oh ! the sweet and comely order of this covenant ! All

is of grace, and all tends to the praise of the glory of his grace
;

and therefore it is called the covenant of grace. Many a soul is

forced to cry, I cannot believe ; I may as well reach heaven with

a finger, as lay hold on Christ by the hand of faith : but mark
how the covenant stands, like a well-marshalled army, to repel

tliis doubt ; if thou canst not believe, God will enable thee to

believe. To you it is given to believe. God will not only pro-

mise good things, but helps us by his Spirit to perform the con-
ditions. He works our hearts to believe in God, and to believe

in Christ. All is of grace, that all may tend to the praise of the

glory of his grace.

5. Wherein is the covenant sure ? I answer. It is sure in the

performance and accomplishment of it. Hence the promises of

the covenant are called the sure mercies of David ; not because
they are sure unto David alone, but because they are sure unto all

the seed of David, that are in covenant with God, as David
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was. Tlie promises of God's covenant are not yea and nay,
various and uncertain ; but they are yea and amen, sure to be
fulfilled. Hence the stability of God's covenant is compared to

the firmness and immoveableness of the mighty mountains ; nay.
Mountains may depart, and the hills he removed, by a miracle ;

hut yny kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the

covenant ofmy peace he removed, saith the Lord, that hath mercy
on thee. Sooner shall the rocks be removed^ the fire cease to

burn, the sun be turned into darkness, and the very heavens be
confounded with the earth, than the promise of God shall fail.

6. Christ is more clearly manifested in this breaking forth of

the covenant, than in any or the former. For here we see,

(1.) That he was God and man, in one person; David's son,
and yet David's Lord. The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou
on my right-hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.

(2.) That he suffered for us : and in his sufferings how many
particulars are discovered ! As, first, his cry, My God! my
God ! ivhy hast thou forsaken me f Secondly, the Jews' taunts.

He trusted on the Lord, that he would deliver him, let kirn deli-

ver him, ifhe delight in him. Thirdly, the very manner of his deajh.

They pierced my hands and my feet. I may tell all my hones ;

they look and stare upon me : they part my garments among
them, and cast lots ii])07i my vesture.

(3.) That he rose again for us. Thou wilt not leave my soul

in hell; iieither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.

(4.) That he ascended up into heaven. Thou hast ascended
up on high ; thou hast led captivity captive ; thou hast received

gifts for men.

(5.) That he must be King over us, and over his enemies.
2Vie Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right-hand, until

I make thine enemies thy footstool. The Lord shall seiid the

rod of thy strength out of Zion; rule thou in the midst of thine

enemies.

(6.) That he must be Priest, as well as King; and Sacrifice,

as well as Priest. The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent :

Thou art a Priest for ever, after the order of Melchisedech.
Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest ivickedness ; therefore

God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above
thy felSnus: (i. e. above all Christians, who are thy fellows, con-
S(^)rts, and partners, in the anointing :) sacrifice and burnt-offer-

ing thou wouldst not have ; but mine ear hast thou bored: bunit-

offering and sin-offhnng hast thou not required. Then said I,

Lo, I come : in the volume of the book it is ivritten of me, that I
should do thy ivill, O God. Mine ears hast thou bored, or

digged open. The Septuagint, to make the sense plainer, say,

But a body hast thoufitted me, or prepared for me: meaning,
that his body was ordained and fitted to be a sacrifice for the

sins of the world, when other legal sacrifices were received as
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unprofitable. See how clearly Christ is revealed. It was never

thus before.

And thus far of the covenant of promise^ as it was manifested

from David till the Captivity.

Sect. VI.

—

Of the Covenant ofPromise, as manifested to Israel

about the time of the Captivity,

The great breaking forth of this gracious covenant was to

Israel about the time of their captivity. By reason of that cap-

tivity of Babylon^ Israel was almost clean destroyed; and^ there-

fore, then it was high time that the Lord should appear like a

sun after a stormy rain, and give them some clearer light of

Christ. He doth so, especially in these words : Behold, the days

come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the

house of Israel, and luith the house ofJudah; not according to

the covenant ivhich I made with their fathers, in the day that I
took them hy the hand to bring thein out of the land ofLgypt;
which my covenant they brake, although Iwas an husband unto

them, saith the Lord. But this shall be the covenant that Iwill

make with the house of Israel: After those days, saith the Lord,

I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their

hearts; and I ivill be their God, and they shall be my people ;

and they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every

man his brother, saying, Know the Lord; for they shall all know
me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, saith the

Lord; for I ivill forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin

no more. In this expression of the covenant, we shall examine

these particulars

:

1

.

Why it is called a new covenant ?

2. Wherein the expression of this covenant doth excel the

former, which God made with their fathers ?

3. How doth God put the law into our inward parts ?

4. What is it to have the law written in our hearts ?

5. How are we taught of God, so as not to need (compara-

tively) any other kind of teaching ?

6. What is the universality of this knowledge, in that all shall

know me, saith the Lord f

1 . Why is it called a new covenant ? I answer, it is called

new, in contradiction to the covenant of promise before Christ

came. The very same words are repeated in the Epistle to the

Hebrews : Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will

make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and the house of

Judah. In that he saith a new covenant, he hath made thefirst

old; noiv that which decayeth, a?id waxeth old, is ready to

vanish away. The, new covenant is usually understood in the

latter sense ; it is new, because diverse from that which God
made with the fathers before Christ ; it hath a new worship.
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new adoration, a new form of the church, new witnesses, new
tables, new ordinances : and these never to be disannulled, never

to wax old, as the apostle speaks.

2. Wherein doth this covenant excel the former, which God
made with their fathers ? I answer,

—

(1.) It excels in the benefits and graces of the Spirit. We
find, that under tins covenant they were more plentifully be-

stowed upon the church than formerly.

(2.) It excels in the discovery of the Mediator, in and through
whom this covenant was made. In the former expression we
discovered much, yet in none of them was so plainly revealed

the time of his coming, the place of his birth, his name, the pas-

sages of his nativity, his humiliation and kingdom, as we find in

this.—

[1.] Concerning the time of his coming.—^Seventy weeks
shall be determined upon thy people, and upon thy holy city, to

finish the transgression, and to make an end of sin, and to makf
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteous-

ness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the

most holy.'

[2.] Concerning the place of his birth.—^ But thou Bethlehem

Ephrata, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah,

yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me, that is to be ruler

in Israel, whose goings forth have been from of old, from

everlasting.'

[3.] Concerning his name.—^ Unto us a child is born, unto us

a Son is given, and the government shall be upon his shoulders

;

and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty

God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of peace.—In his days

Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely ; and this is

his name whereby he shall be called. The Lord our Righte-

ousness.—Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and

thou, O virgin, shalt call his name Immanuel.'

[4.] Concerning the passages of his nativity.—That he should

be born of a virgin, Isa. vii. 14. That at his birth all the infants

round about Bethlehem should be slain, Jcr, xxxi. 15. That

John the Baptist should be his forerunner, to prepare his way,

Mai. iii. 1. That he should flee into Egypt, and be recalled

thence again, Hos, xi. 1 . I might add many particulars of this ,

kind.

[5.] Concerning his humiliation.

—

'^ Surely, he hath borne

our griefs, and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem him

stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted: but he was wounded

for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities,

the chastisement of our p^ace was upon him, and with his

stripes we are healed.—He was oppressed, and he was

afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth.—He was taken from

prison and from judgment, and who shall declare his gene-

r. z
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ration ? for he was cut off out of the land of the living : for the
transgression of my people was he stricken.—It pleased the Lord
to bruise him^ he hath put him to grief.

—
^Therefore will I divide

him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with
the strong, because he hath poured out his soul unto death^ and
he was numbered with the transgressors, and he bare the sin of
many, and made intercession for the transgressors.' One would
think this were rather a history than a prophecy of Christ's

sufferings.

[6.] Concerning his kingdom.—' Rejoice greatly, O daughter
of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem, behold thy King
cometh unto thee: he is just^ and having salvation^ lowly, and
riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass." Behold
a King, behold thy King; behold thy King cometh^ and he
cometh unto thee.—1. He is a King, and therefore able. 2. He
is thy King, and therefore willing. Wonderful love, that he
would come \ but more wonderful was the manner of his coming

:

he that before made man a soul after the image of God, then

made himself a body after the image of man. And thus we
see how this covenant excels the former in every of these

respects.

3. How doth God put the law in our inward parts ? I an-

swer, God puts the law into our inward parts, by enlivening a

man with the graces of his holy Spirit, suitable to his command-
ment. First, There is the law of God without us, as we see it

or read it in scriptures ; but when it is put within us, then God
hath wrought an inward disposition in our minds, that answers to

that law without us : For example ; This is the law without.

Thou slialt love the Lord thy God with all thy hearty and with

all thy soul, and with all thy strength. To answer which there

is a promise, / ivill circumcise thy heart, and the heart of thy

seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all

thy soul. Now, when this promise is fulfilled, when God hath put
love in our hearts, then is the law put into our inward parts.

4. What is it to have the law written in our hearts? This
writing contains the former, and is something more. It is said

to be written, that there might be something within answerable

to the law without ; it was written without, and so it was written

within. This writing is the very same with copying or tran-

scribing. The writing within is every way answerable to the

writing without. Oh ! what a mercy is this, that the same God
who writ the law with his own finger in the tables of stone,

should also write the same law with the finger of his Spirit in the

tables of our hearts ! As you see in a seal, when you have put
the seal on the wax, and you take it oft' again, you find on the

wax the same impression that was on the seal : so it is in the

hearts of the faithful; when the Spirit hath once softened them,
then he writes the law, i. e. he stamps an inward aptness, and
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and inward disposition, on the heart, answering te every parti-

cular of the law.

5. How are we taught of God, so as not to need comparatively
any other kind of teaching ? I answer

—

(1.) God teacheth inwardly.

—

In the hidden part thou hast
made me to know wisdom, saith David : and again, / thank the
Lord that gave me counsel, my reins also instruct me in the
night season. The reins are the most inward part of the body, and
the night-season the most private time : both express the intimacy
of Divine teaching. God, who commanded light to shine out

of darkness, hath shined into our hearts. Man's light may shine
into the head, but God's light alone doth shine into the h'eart.

(1.) God teacheth clearly. Elihu offering himself instead of
God to reason with Job, he tells him. My words shall be of the

uprightness of my heart, and my lips shall utter knowledge
clearly. If ever the word come home to an heart, it comes
with a convincing clearness. So the apostle, Our gospel came
unto you, not in word only, hut in power, and in the Holy Ghost,
and in much full assurance. The word hath a treble emphasis

—

assurance, full assurance, and much full assurance: Here is

clear work.

(3.) God teacheth sweetly and comfortably.

—

Thou hast taught
me, saith David; and then it follows, how sweet are thy tvords

unto my taste! yea, siveeter than honey to my mouth. Luther
said, " He would not live in paradise, if he must live without
the word; but with the word,'' said he, " I could live in hell.''

When Christ put his hand in by the hole of the door to teach the

heart, her bowels were moved, and then her fingers dropt upon
the handles of the lock sweet-smelling myrrh. Cant. v. 5. The
teachings of Christ left such a blessing upon the first motions of

the spouse's heart, that with the very touch of them she is re-

freshed ; her fingers drop myrrh, and her bowels are moved, as

the monuments of his gracious teachings.

Christians, these are the teachings of God ! and in reference

to this, we shall no more teach every man his neighbour, and
every man his brother, saying. Know the Lord. God's teaching

is another kind of teaching than we can have from the hands of

men ; there is no man in the world can teach us : and there-

fore, they whom God teacheth, need not any other kind of

teaching, respectively or comparatively.

6. What is the universality of this knowledge ?

—

They shall

all know me from the least of them to the greatest of them,

saith the Lord. The meaning is, that all that are in the cove-

nant of grace shall be so taught of God, that they shall every

one know God inwardly, clearly, experimentally, sweetly, and
savingly.

1 have now propounded the object we are to look unto; that

is, Jesus, as held forth in a way of promise or covenant ; in that
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dark timCj from the creation till his first coming in the llesh : our

next business is to direct you in the mystery of grace^ ho\y you

are to look to him in this respect.

CHAP. II.

Sect. I.

—

Of Knoiving Jesus, as carrying on the great Work
of our Salvation from the Creation until his F'irst Cojnlug.

Looking comprehends knowing, considering, desiring, hop-

ing, believing, loving, joying, calling on, conforming to^ as you.

have heard; and accordingly, that we may practise, 1. We
must know Jesus carrying on the great work of our salvation in

the beginning, and from the beginning, of the world. Come,
let us learn what he did for us in the morning of this world : he

made it for us, and he made us more especially for his own glory;

but presently after we were made, we sinned and marred the

image wherein God made us. This was the saddest act that

ever was ; it was the undoing of man, and, without the mercy
of God, the damning of all souls to all eternity. And, O my
soul, know this for thyself, thou wast in the loins of Adam at

that same time, so that what he did, thou didst ; thou wast par-

taker of his sins, and thou wast to partake with him in his

punishment : but well mayest thou say, Blessed be God for Jesus

Christ ! at the very instant when all should have been damned,
Christ intervened ; a covenant of grace is made with man, and
Christ is the foundation, in and through whom we must be re-

conciled unto God. Come, soul, and study this covenant of

grace in reference to thyself. Had not this been, Avhere hadst

thou been, nay, w^here had all the world been, at this day ?

Surely it concerns thee to take notice of this great transaction.

After man had fallen by sin, Christ is promised ; and that

all the saints might partake of Christ, a covenant of grace is

entered; this, at the beginning of the world, was more dim;
but the nearer to Christ's coming in the flesh, the more clearly

it appeared. Howsoever, dimly or clearly, thus it pleased God
in Christ to carry on the great work of our salvation at that

time ; viz. by a promise of Christ, and by a covenant in Christ.

And for thy better knowledge of it, study the promise made to

Adam, Abraham, Moses, David, and Israel. Study these se-

veral breakings out of the covenant of grace. It is worth thy
pains ; it is a mystery which hath been hid from ages and from
crenerations, but now is made manifest to the saints. Here lies

the firm foundation of a Christian's comfort; it thou canst but

assure thyself of thy part in this, thou art blessed for ever. Oh !

hov/ satisfying is it to know the faithful engagements of the

Almighty God through that Son of his love, in a covenant of

grace

!
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Sect. II.

—

Of Considering Jesus in that respect.

We must consider Jesus carrying on the great work of our

salvation in that dark time. It is not enough to study it and
know it, but we must seriously meditate, ponder, and consider

of it, till we bring it to some profitable issue. This is the con-

sideration I mean, when we hold our thoughts to this or that

spiritual subject, till we perceive success, and the work prosper

in our hands. Now, to help us in this,

—

I. Consider Jesus in the first promise made to man. It shall

bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. When all men
were under the guilt of sin, and in the power of Satan, and when
thou, my soul, wert in as bad a case as any other; then to hear

the sound of these glad tidings, then to hear of Jesus, a Saviour

and Redeemer, sure this was welcome news. Come, draw the

case nearer to thyself: thou wast in Adam's loins; suppose thou

hadstbeen in Adam's stead; suppose thou hadst heard the voice

of the Lord walking in the garden, suppose thou hadst heard him
call, Adam, where art thou ^ Peter, Andrew, Thomas, where art

thou ? What 1 hast thou eaten of the tree whereof I commanded
thee that thou shouldest not eat ? Appear, and come to judg-

ment; the law is irrevocable. In the day that thou eatest thereof

thou shalt surely die. There is nothing to be looked for but

death temporal, death spiritual, and death eternal. Oh ! what
a fearful condition is this, no sooner to come into the world, but

presently to be turned over into hell ! for one day to be a mo-
narch of the world, and the very next to be a slave of Satan, and
bound hand and foot in a darksome dungeon ! for a few hours

to live in Eden, to enjoy every tree in the garden, pleasant

to the sight, and good for food, and then to enter into the con-

fines of eternity, and ever to be tormented* with the devil and
his angels ! It is no wonder if Adam hid himself from the presence

of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. O my soul,

in that case thou wouldst have cried to the rocks and to the

mountains. Fall on me, and hide me from the face of him that sitteth

on the throne. If God be angry, who may abide it ? When the

great day of his wrath is come, who shall be able to stand ? And
yet despair not, O my soul ; for in the midst ofwrath God is pleased

to remember mercy. Even now, when all the world should have

been damned, Jesus is proclaimed and promised; and he it is

that must die, according to the commination, for he is our surety,

and he it is that by death must overcome death and the devil. It

shall bruise thy head, saith God to Satan ; as if he had said. Come,
Satan, thou hast taken captive ten thousands of souls : Adam and

Eve are now ei-isnared, and in their loins all the men and women
that ever shall be : now is thy day of triumph, but thou shalt not

carry it thus. Out of the seed of the woman shall spring a branch,

and he shall bruise thy head; he shall break thy power, he shall



182 Loohins: unto Jesus.&

tread thy dominion under foot, he shall lead thy captivity captive,

he shall take away sin, he shall point ovit to men and angels the

glory of heaven, and a new world of free grace. In this pro-

mise, O my soul, is wrapped up thy hope, thy heaven, thy sal-

vation ; and therefore consider it, look on all sides of it, view it

over and over ; it is a field that contains in the bowels of it a
precious treasure ; there is in it a Saviour, a Redeemer, a De-
liverer from sin, death, and hell.

2. Consider Jesus in that promise made to Abraham : / will

establish my covenant between me and thee, and thy seed after

thee, in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be a
God to thee, and to thy seed after thee. In respect of this

covenant, Abraham is called the father of the faithful : and they

which are of the faith, are called the children of Abraham. And,
O my soul! thou dost by faith draw it through Abraham, to

whom this promise was made ; for if ye be Christ's, then are ye
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. Consider

what a mercy this is, that God should enter into a covenant with
thee in the loins of Abraham. God made a promise of Christ, and
inclusively a covenant of grace, in his comforting Adam; but

he makes a covenant expressly under the name of covenant, with
Abraham and his seed. Be amazed! What! that the great

and glorious God of heaven and earth should make himself a
debtor to us ! O my soul, think of it seriously : He is in heaven,

and thou art on earth ; he is the Creator, and thou art his crea-

ture. Ah ! what art thou, or what is thy father's house, that thou
shouldest be raised up hitherto ! The very covenant is a wonder,
as it relates to God and us. What is it but a compact, a bind-

ing of God and us. When Jehosaphat and Ahab were in

covenant, see how Jehosaphat expresseth himself, I am as

thou art, my people as thy people, my horses as thy horses ; so

it is betwixt God and us. If once he gives us the covenant,

then his strength is our strength, his power is our power, his

armies are our armies, his attributes are our attributes, we have
interest in all. There is an offensive and defensive league, as I

may say, betwixt God and us ; and if we put him in mind of it

in all our straits, he cannot deny us. Thus runs the tenor of

his covenant : / will be a God to thee, and to thy seed after

thee. This is the general promise ; I may call it the mother-
promise, that carries all other promises in its womb. Consider,

that it is God in Christ that is propounded to us in this phrase,

I will be a God to thee. Here is the greatest promise that ever

was made. Christ, God, is more than grace, pardon, holiness,

heaven; as the husband is more excellent than the marriage-

robe, bracelets, rings. The well and fountain of life is of more
excellency than the streams. Christ Jesus is far above a created

beatitude which issueth from him, O my soul, is not this worthy
of thy inmost consideration ?
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3. Consider Jesus in that promise made to Moses and the
Israelites, / am the Lord thy God, who brought thee out of the

land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage, Muph hath been
said to this promise ; but to contradict it, consider in the promise
the sufficiency and propriety. First, here is sufficiency. It is

a promise of infinite worth, an hid treasure, a rich possession,

an overflowing blessing, which none can rightly value ; it is no
less than the great and mighty, and infinite God. If we had a
promise of a hundred worlds, or of ten heavens, this is more
than all: heaven indeed is beautiful, but God is more beautiful;

for he is the God of heaven : and hence it is that the saints in

heaven are not satisfied without their God. It is a sweet ex-
pression of Bernard, " As whatsoever we give unto thee. Lord,
unless we give ourselves, cannot satisfy thee ; so whatsoever
thou givest ujito us. Lord, unless thou givest thyself, it cannot
satisfy us." J\nd hence it is, that as God doth make the saints

his portion, so God is the portion and inheritance of his saints.

Consider the greatness, the goodness, the all- sufficiency of this

promise, I am the Lord thy God! No question but Moses had
many other rich promises from God, but he could not be satis-

fied without God himself: If thy presence he not with us, bring

us not hence. And no wonder; for without God all things are

nothing ; but in the want of all other things, God himself is in-

stead of all: it is God's sole prerogative to be an universal

good. The things of this world can but help in this or that par-

ticular thing; as bread against hunger, drink against thirst,

clothes against cold and nakedness, house against wind and
weather, riches against poverty, physic against sickness; but

God is an all-sufficient good : he is all in all both to the inner

and outward man. Are we guilty of sin ? there is mercy in God
to pardon us. Are we full of infirmities ? there is grace in God
to heal us. Are we strong in corruptions ? there is power in

God to subdue them in us. Are we disquieted in conscience ?

there is that Spirit in God, that is the Comforter, that can fill us

with joy unspeakable and glorious. And for our outward man,
all our welfare is laid up in God : He is the God of our life,

Psal. xlii. 1. He is the strength of our life, Psal. xxvii. I. He
is a quickening Spirit, 1 Cor. xv. 45. Which though it be in

regard of the inner man, yet there it is spoken of the outward

man, which the Lord shall quicken after death, and doth now
keep alive by his mighty power ; for in him we live, and move,

and have our being.

O my soul, that thou wouldst but meditate and consider this

promise in all thy wants. When means fail, and the streams run

no more. Oh ! that thou wouldest then go to the fountain, where
the waters run sweeter, and more sure ! For as Joseph said to

Pliaraoh,

—

It is not in me, God shall give Pharaoh an answer

ofpeace : so may silver and gold, and such things, say to thee.
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It is not in us ; God shall give enough out of himself. Have
God, and have ail : want God, and there is no content in the

enjoyment of all. It was the apostle's case ; as having nothingy

yet possessing all things. Surely he lived to God, and enjoyed

God, and he was an ail-sufficient good unto him. God may be

enjoyed in any condition ; in the meanest, as well as the greatest;

in the poorest, as well as the richest. God will go into a wilder-

ness, into a prison, with his people, and there he will make up
all that they are cut short of. Thy discontents therefore arise

not from want of inward means, but from want of inward

fellowship witli God : and if thou dost not find a sufficiency, it

is because thou dost not enjoy him, who is thy all-sufficient good.

Oh 1 stir up faith, and consider the covenant ; think seriously

on this promise—/ am God all-sufficient ; I am the Lord thy

God.

Here is the propriety of saints

—

the Lord thy God. What is

this, that God is thy God ? Heaven and earth, angels and men,

may stand astonished at it. What ! that the great and mighty

God, God almighty, and God all-sufficient, should be called

thy God ! It is observable what the apostle speaks, God is not

ashamed to he called their God. Would not a prince be ashamed

to take a beggar, a base and adulterous woman, to be his wife ?

But we are worse than so, and God is better than so ; sin hath

made us worse than the worst of women ; and God is better,

holier, higher, than the best of princes; and yet God is not

ashamed to own us, nor ashamed that we own him as our own

—

/ am thy God. It is as if the Lord should say. Use me, and all

my power, grace, mercy, kindness, as thine own. Go through

all my attributes; consider my almighty power, consider my
wisdom, understanding, goodness, truth, faithfulness; consider

my patience, long-suffering, forbearance, all these are thine : as

thus,—my power is thine, to work all thy works for thee, and in

thee, to make a passage for thee in all thy straits, to deliver

thee out of six troubles, and out of seven : my wisdom is thine,

to counsel thee in any difficult cases, to instruct thee in things

that be obscure, to reveal to thee the mysteries of grace, and

the wonderful things contained in my law : my justice is thine,

to deliver thee v/hen thou art oppressed, to defend thee in thy

innocence, and to vindicate thee from the injuries of men. What
needs more ? O my soul, think of these, and all other God's

attributes ; say in thyself, All these are mine : nay more ; think

of God in Christ, (for otherwise what hast thou to do with God
in a covenant of grace ?) and say in thy heart, Jesus Christ is

mine, my Saviour, my Redeemer, my Head, my elder Brother.

His doings are mine, and his sufferings are mine ; his life and

death, his resurrection and ascension, his session and intercession,

all are mine : nay more ; If Christ be mine, why then all good

things are mine in Clirist ; I say, in Christ, for they come not
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immediately, but through the hands of a Redeemer ; and though
he be a man who redeemed us, yet because he is God as well as

man, there is more of God, and heaven, and free-love, in all our
good things, than if we received them immediately from God.
Ravens have their food, and devils have their being, from God by
creature-right ; but we have all we have, from God in Christ, by
covenant-right. This, surely this very promise, is the principal

promise of the covenant ; it is the very substance, soul, and life of
all. Oh then ! how careful shouldst thou be to improve the strength

of thy mind, thoughts, and affections, on this only subject !

4. Consider Jesus in that promise made to David, He hath made
with me an everlasting covenant, ordvved in ail things, and sure,

(1.) An everlasting covenant.—Christ hath built and prepared

a kingdom, that shall never fade 5 a spiritual and a heavenly

kingdom, which shall never cease. And as he hath prepared it,

so if thou believest, he hath entered into a covenant with thy

soul to bestow it on thee ; it is an everlasting covenant, and he

will give thee everlasting life.

(2.) It is ordered in all things.—The covenant of -grace is so

marshalled and ordered, that it stands at best advantage to

receive and repel all thy objections. Many an objection hast thou

raised : how often have such thoughts been in thee ; Oh ! I

am miserable, I shall not live, but die ; my sins will damn me ;

I am lost for ever ! And again. If God hath made with me a

covenant, why then I have something to do on my part ;
(for

this is the nature of the covenant, to bind on both parts ;) but,

alas ! I have failed, I can do nothing ; I can as well dissolve a

rock, as make my heart of stone a heart of flesh ; I can as well

reach heaven with a finger, as lay hold on Christ by the hand of

faith ! Have not such arguings as these been many a time in

thy heart ? Consider how the covenant is ordered in respect of

the author of it, of the person's interest in it, of the parts of

which it consists, and of the end and aim to which it refers : and

in some of these, if not in all of these, thou wilt find thy objec-

tions answered.

(3.) It is sure.—God is not fast and loose in his covenant.

Heaven and earth shall pass away, before one jot or tittle of his

word shall fail. Consider, Omy soul, he both can and will perform

his word : his power, his love, his faithfulness, all stand engaged.

What sweet matter is here for a soul to dwell upon ! What needs

it go out toother objects, whilst it may find enough here? but.

especially, what needs it to bestow itself upon vain things ? Oh !

that so much precious sand of our thoughts should run out after

sin, and so little after grace, or after this covenant of grace !

5. Consider Jesus in that promise which God made with

Israel and Judah : I will put my law in their iiiward jmrts, and

ivrite it in their hearts, and I will he their God, and they shall

he my people : and they shall teach no more every man his 7ieigh-

7. 2 a
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hour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord ; for
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest of
them, saith the Lord : for I will forgive their iniquity, and I
will remember their sins no more. Oh, what an error is it, that

there is no inherent righteousness in the saints, hnt only in

Christ ! Is not this the ordinary scripture-phrase—/ will put
my Sjnrit within you: and, the luater that I shall giveyou, shall

he in you a luell ofwater springing up into everlasting life : and,

the anointing which you have received of him, abideth in you :

and, Christ in you the hope of glory. Observe how the spirit

of the living creatures was in the wheels ; so that when the spirit

went, they went ; and when the spirit was lifted up, they were
lifted up : even so is the Spirit of Christ, acting, guiding,

framing, and disposing them to move and walk according to his

laws : The kingdom of heaven is witliin you, saith Christ. And I
delight to do thy will, O God, saith David, yea, thy laiu is within

my heart. O my soul, if thou art in covenant with God, besides

the indwelling of the Spirit, there is a spiritual principle of grace,

which Christ by his Spirit hath put into thy heart, enabling thee

to move thyself towards God. Oh ! consider this inward princi-

ple ; it is an excellent subject, worthy of thy consideration !

(1.) I will be their God, and they shall be my people.—Con-
sider God essentially, and personally—God the Father, God the

Son, and God the Holy Ghost ; God in himself, and God in his

creatures. This very promise turns over heaven, earth, sea,

land, bread, clothes, sleep, the world, life and death, into free

grace. No wonder if God set this promise in the midst of the

covenant, as the heart in the midst of the body, to communicate
life to all the rest. This promise hath an influence into all other

promises ; it is the great promise of the new covenant ; it is as

great as God is : though the heavens, and heaven of heavens, be
not able to contain him, yet this promise contains him ; God shuts

up himself, as it were, in it : Iiuill be their God.

(2.) They shall be my people,

—

i. e. they shall be to me a pe-

culiar people. Tit. ii. 14. The word hath this emphasis in it,

that God looks upon all other things as accidents in comparison,

and his substance is his people ; they are his very portion : for
tlie Lord's portion is hisjjeople, Jacob is the lot of his inheritance.

They are his treasure, his peculiar treasure, above all people.

Ifye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then shall

ye be a peculiar treasure imto me, and above all people : for all

the earth is mine. Observe, O my soul, all the earth is mine,

that is, all people is my people ; but I have a special interest in

my covenanted people, they only are my portion,my peculiar trea-

sure. The saints are those that God hath set his heart upon
;

they are children of the high God ; they are the spouse that are

married to the lamb ; they are nearer God in some respects than

the very angels themselves, for the angels are not in a mystical
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anion so manied to Christ as God*s people are. Oh, the happi-
ness of saints ! Iwill he their God, and they shall he my people^

(3.) They shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and
every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord ; for they shall

all knov7 me, from the least to the greatest, saith the Lord.

—

Consider this, O poor soul ! Thou complainest of thy weakness,
thou knowest little or nothing : why, see here a glorious pro-
mise ; if thou art but in covenant with God, thou shall be taught
of God, and then thou shalt know God far more clearly than the
Jews of old ; he will open to thee all his treasures of wisdom
and knowledge ; he will bestow on thee a greater measure of his

Spirit, so that out of thy helly shallJioiv rivers of living water.
We say, a good tutor may teach more in a day than another in a
month. Now the promise runs thus, that all thy children shall

be taught of God. Not that private instruction, or public mi-
nistry, must be excluded, we know these are appointed mider the

new testament, and are subordinate to the Spirit's teaching;
but that the teachings of God far surpass the teachings of men,
and therefore the knowledge of God under the new testament
shall far surpass that under the old. Herein appears the excel-

lency of Christ's prophetical office,—he is such a prophet as

enlightens eveiy man within that comes into the world ; he is

such a prophet as baptizes with the Holy Ghost, and with fire
;

he is such a prophet as makes men's hearts to burn within them
when he speaks unto them ; he is such a prophet as bids his

ministers. Go, teach all nations, and I will he tuith you;
and I will make you able ministers, not of the letter, but of the

Spirit

;

—he is such a prophet as teacheth inwardly, clearly,

experunentally, and sweetly : no man in the world can say

this, or do this, but Jesus Christ, the great prophet of the

church, whom God hath raised up, like unto Moses, yet far

above Moses. O my soul, consider if thou art thus taught of

God!
(4.) I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their

sins no more.—Consider of this ! Blessed are they whose ini-

quities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Consider, O
my soul ; suppose thy condition thus : As thou livest under the

laws of men, so for the transgression of those laws thou art

called to account : the judge weighs, and gives just judgment,

he dooms thee to the axe, or rack, or wheel ; and because of the

aggravation of thy crime, he commands thee to be tortured lei-

surely, that bones, sinews, joints, might be pained for twenty,

thirty, forty, fifty years ; that so much of thy flesh should be

cut off every day ; that such and such a bone should be broken,

such and such a day ; and that by art the flesh should be re-

stored, and the bone cured again, that for so many years thou

mightest be kept every day dying, and yet never die ; that all

this while thou must have no sleep, nor ease, nor food, nor
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clothing : that whips of iron, scourges of scorpions, that racks,

wheels, caldrons full of melted lead, should be prepared, instru-

ments of thy continual torments ; in this case, suppose a mighty

prince, by an act of free and special grace, should deliver thee

from this pain and torture, and not only so, but should give thee

a life in perfect health, should put thee into a paradise of plea-

sures, where all the honour, love, and service, of a world of men
and angels, should await thee, and where thou shouldst be ele-

vated to the top of all imaginable happiness, above Solomon in

the highest royalty, or Adam in his first innocence; were not

this mercy ? Wouldst thou not think it the highest act of grace

and love that any creature could extend to his fellow-creatm-e ?

And yet all this is nothing but a shadow of grace, in comparison

of the love and rich grace of God in the justification of a sinner.

If thou hast a right to this promise. I luill forgive thy iniquity^

and remember thy sin no more, thou art delivered from eternal

death, and thou art entitled to an eternal kingdom. Oh ! know
thy "blessedness aright ; consider how infinitely thou art engaged

to God, and Christ, and mercy, and free-grace 1 This promise

sounds forth nothing but grace and blessing
;
grace from God,

and blessing on us : it is grace, because nothing but grace and

mercy can forgive ; it is grace, because God, if he will, hath

power in his hand to revenge ; he doth not pass by sin as men do

offences, when they dissemble forgiveness ; they may forgive,

because they have not power to avenge : it is otherwise with

God

—

To me belongs vengeance, saith God : he is able to de-

stroy, and yet he chuseth to forgive. This is his name,—strong,

and gracious.

O my soul, thou art apt to say. Will the Lord forgive my
sins ? what reason hath God to look on me, to pardon me, to

pluck me as a firebrand out of the fire of hell ? why should (^od

forgive me ? But now consider, if thy heart be humbled, the

Lord will do it.

(1.) Because he delighteth in mercy : it is a pleasure to God
to forgive sins. Never did we take more pleasure, nor so much
pleasure, in committing sin, as he doth in pardoning sin. He
is the Father of mercies ; he delights in mercy, as a father in his

children ; it doth him good to see the fruits of his own mercy, in

taking away the sins of his own people.

(2.) Because it is his nature and inclination to pardon sin.

This appears,

[1.] In the proclaiming of his name : The Lord, the Lord,

merciful and gracious, long-suffering, abundant in goodness arid

truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, and
transgression, and sin,

[2.] In his gracious invitations : Come unto 7ne, saith Christ

:

if sin burden you, I will ease you.

[3.] In his patience, and waiting for repentance. He waits
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to this very end, that he might be gracious, and that he may have
mercy,

[4.] Because it is his promise to pardon sin : /, even I, am he
that blotteth out thy tra?isgresswns for my own sake, and will
7iot remember thy sins. This promise of pardon is one of the
great blessings of the covenant of grace. You hear the words,
/ will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sins
no more.

Now come, consider, O my soul, of every particular in this
gracious covenant, and be serious in thy consideratio n ! Surely
there is too much expense hi thy spirit upon vain, and transitory,

and worldly things. Alas ! thou hast but a short time to live ; and
the strength of thy mind is the most precious thing thou hast. O
then let thy inmost thoughts and deep affections be acted and
exercised on this subject. If God and Jesus, and all thy good, be
included here, why should not thy whole soul be intent on this ?

why shouldst thou spend it on the creature ? why shouldst thou
be so subject to carnal griefs and fears ? Surely all these are fitter

to be fixed on God in Christ, on Jesus in a covenant of grace.

Sect. III.

—

Of Desiring Jesus in that resjject.

We must desire Jesus, carrying on the great work of man's
salvation before his coming in the flesh. It is not enough to
know and consider, but we must desire. This is the order of
God's work : no sooner hath his Spirit clearly revealed the good-
ness of the promise that we come to know, but the soul considers
of it, views it in all its excellencies, weighs it in the balance of
its best and deepest meditation. This done, the affections begin
to stu', and the soul begins thus to reason : * Oh ! happy I, that

I see the goodness of this gracious promise ; but miserable I, if

I come to see this, and never have a share in it ! O ! why not

J, Lord ? why not my sins pardoned ? why not my corruptions

subdued ? why not the law written in my heart, and put into my
inward parts ? why may not I say. My Lord, my God ! Or, /
am my Beloved's, and my Beloved is mine f Why not this cove-
nant established between God and me ? Now, my soul thirsts

after this as a thirsty land, my affections hunger after Jesus.

Oh ! I would fain be in covenant with God ; for this is all my
salvation, and all my desire ! 2 Sam. xxiii. 5.

Come then, my soul, and whet thy desires in every one of

these respects : as, 1 . desire thy interest in the covenant : 2. de-

sire thy improvement of the covenant : 3. desire the continuance

of thy covenant state : 4. desire Jesus, the great business, or the

all in all, in a covenant of grace.

1 . Desire thy interest in the covenant. Say in thyself :
^ Is

the world willing to receive me to his grace ? Was that his voice

in the streets, Hoiv long, ye simple ones, luill ye loi'e simplicity ?
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Turn ye at my reproof, behold, I willpour out my Spirit upon

you. Was that his proclamation. Ho, every one that thirsteth,

come ye to the waters,—incline your ear and to come unto me,—
and i will make an everlasting covenant with you, even the sure

mercies of David ? And are these the promises offered in the

covenant, I willput my law into their imvard parts, a7id I will

ivrite it in your hearts; and Iwill he your God, and ye shall be

my people f Oh, the blessed condition of those people that are

in covenant vrith God ! Blessed art thou, O Israel, who is like

unto thee a people saved of the Lord! Happy is the people

that are in such a case, yea, happy is that people whose God is

the Lord.—But ah, what can I say ! No sin Hke unto my sin, no

misery like Tinto my misery. Alas, I die for hunger, whilst

those that are in my Father's house have bread enough. Oh,

that I were in their condition 1 Never did David long more for

the waters of the well of Bethlehem, than my soul, now touched

with the sense of sin, doth desire to be at peace ^vith God, and

in covenant with him. Oh ! I thirst, I pant, I gasp after him,

I long for communion and peace with him ; with my soul do I
desire thee in the night, yea, with my spirit within me do I seek

thee early.'

2. Desire the improvement of the covenant : It may be, God
hath given thee an interest in it ; but, alas ! thy hold is so weak
that thou scarce knowest the meaning of it ; the Lord may an-

swer, but yet he speaks darkly, as some time he spake to the

woman, Go thy way, and sin no more. It is a middle kind of

expression, neither assuring her that her sin was pardoned, nor

yet putting her out of hope that it might be pardoned. So it may
be, God hath given thee some little ease, but he hatji not spoken

full peace. Go on then, and desire more confirmation ; say in

thine heart, ^ O Lord, thou hast begun to shew grace unto thy

servant ; but oh ! manifest to me all thy goodness : thou hast

given me a drop, and I feel it so sweet that now I thirst, and long

to enjoy the fountain : thou hast given me a taste, but my desire

is not thereby diminished, but enlarged ; and good reason, for

what are these drops, and tastes, but only the first-fruits and

earnests of the Spirit. Oh ! then, what are those harvests of

joy ? What are those treasures of \^isdom and free grace hid

in God ? I have indeed beheld a feast of fat things, of fat
thingsfull of marroiv, of wines on the lees, of wines on the lees

well refined : but oh ! what a famine is yet in my spirit !

—

OLord,
Ihave longedfor thy salvation. Come, LordJesus, come quickly!'

3. Desire after continuance of the covenant- state. Many a

soul cannot deny but that the Lord hath shewed mercy on him,

but he fears that he shall not hold out. He feels within such a

power of conniption, such strong temptations, that now he

doubts, O what will become of my poor soul ? what will be the

issue of this ? Come now, and desire perseverance. When
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Peter was ravished on the mount. It is good being here, says he,
ieftis build three tabernacles: his desire was to have continued
there for ever. O come with these pantings and breathings after
God

;
put forth thy desires in these or the Hive expressions : ^ O

Lord, thou hast said, I will betroth thee unto me for ever : then.
Lord, I desire the accomplishment. O fulfil what thou hast said I

It would break my heart if ever the covenant should be broken
betwixt me and thee. My desire is towards thee ; and the more
I enjoy thee, the more I desire and pant after thee. My desires
are like thyself, infinite, eternal, everlasting desires.

4. Desire Jesus, the great business, or the all in all, in a
covenant of grace. The most proper object of desire, especially
to fallen man, is Jesus Christ. Hence it is that a poor sinner,
under the sense of sin, cries out with the vehemency of desire,
' Christ and none but Christ

;
give me Christ, or I die, I am

undone, I am lost for ever.' But what is Christ, or Jesus, to a
covenant of grace ? I answer, he is the great business, he is

the all in all.

(1.) Christ is the messenger of tliis covenant : The Lordwhom
ye seek shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of
the covenant, whom ye delight in. Christ travels with tidings

between parties of the covenant

:

[1 .] He reports of God to us, he commends his Father unto
us. Ministers cannot speak of Christ, and of his Father, as he
can do himself. O my soul, to excite thy desires, come and hear
Christ speak of Christ, and of his Father, and of heaven j for he
saw all.

[2.1 He reports of us to God ; he commends us to his Father.

O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee, but I have
known thee, and these have known that thou hast sent me. Happy
souls,- of whom Christ is telling good tidings in heaven ; for he
is the Angel of the covenant.

(2.) He is the witness of the covenant ; he saw and heard

all. Behold I have given himfor a witness to the people; and he
is called. The faithful Witness ; the Amen ; the faithful and
true JVitness. The covenant saith, The Son of man came to

seek and save that which was lost : Amen ; saith Christ, / can

zuitness that to be true. The covenant saith, Christ died, and
rose again for sinners : Amen, saith Christ, / was dead, and
behold I live for ever more. Amen. There is not any thing said

in the covenant, but Christ is a witness to it ; and therefore we
read in the very end of the Bible, this subscription, as I may
call it, in relation to Christ, He which testifieth of these thiiigs

saith : Surely I come quickly; Amen.

(3.) Christ is the surety of the covenant. Inasmuch as not

ivithout an ooih he was made apriest, by so much luas Jesus made

a surety of a better testament. The covenant of works had a

promise ; but because it was to be broken, and done away, it
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had no oath of God, as this hath. O doubting soul, thou that

sayest thy salvation is not sure, think on this scripture ; thou

hast the oath of God for it 5 it is a sworn article of the covenant,

Relieve in the Lord Jesus^ and thou shalt he saved. And to this

end Christ is a surety.

[1.] Surety for God : he undertakes thatGod shall fulfil his part

of the covenant ; Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father s

good pleasure to give you the kingdom. And him that cometh

unto me, Iwill in no wise cast out.

[2.] Surety for us : and to this purpose he hath paid a ransom

for us, and giveth a new heart to us.

(4.) Christ is the mediator of the covenant. The apostle calls

him, Jesus the Mediator of the 7iew covenant. He hath some-

thing of God, as being true God, and something of man, as

sharing with us of the nature of man : hence he is mediator by
office, and layeth his hands on both parties, as a days-man doth

;

and in this respect he is a friend, a reconciler, and a servant. 1

.

A friend to both parties : he hath God's heart for man, to be

gracious ; and he hath man's heart for God, to satisfy justice.

2. A reconciler of both parties : he brings down God to a treaty

of peace, and he brings up man by a ransom paid ; so that he

may say unto both, ' Father, come down to my brethren, my
kindred and flesh ; and, thou my sister and spouse, come up to

my Father, and thy Father, to my God and thy God.' 3. He is

a servant to both parties : Behold my servant, saith God, my
righteous servant : yea, and our servant. He came not to be

served, hut to serve, and to give his life a ransomfor many.

(5.) Christ is the testator of the covenant. He died to this

very end, that he might confiiin the covenant. Where a testa-

ment is, there must also of necessity he the death of the testator:

for a testament is offorce after men are dead, otherwise it is of
no strength at all whilst the testator liveth. Christ then must
die, and Christ's blood must be shed, to seal the covenant of

grace. It is not every blood, but Christ's blood, that must seal

the everlasting covenant, Heb. xiii. 20, and his blood being shed,

he is then rightly called the testator of the covenant.

O what fuel is here to set our desires on flame ! Come, soul,

and bend thy desires towards Christ, as the sunflower towards

the sun, the iron to the loadstone
;
yea, the nearer thou drawest

towards Christ, the more do thou desire Christ. " He that thirsts,

let him thirst more," saith Bernard, "and he that desires, let

him desire yet more abundantly." Is there not cause ? O what
excellencies hast thou found in Christ ! Poor soul ! thou hast

undone thyself by sin, there's but a step betwixt thee and dam-
nation ; but, to save thy soul, Christ comes leaping on the moun-
tains, and skipping on the hills : he enters into a covenant with

God ; he is the messenger of the covenant, the witness of the

covenant, the surety of the covenant, the mediator of the cove-
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nant, the testator of the covenant, the great business, the all

in all. If David could say, My soul breaks for the longing that

it hath to thy judgments at all times; how mayest thou say,
' My soul breaks for the longings that it hath to thy mercies, (and
my Jesus,) at all times/ Oh ! I gasp for grace, as the thirsty

land for drops of rain. I thirst, I faint, I hmguish, I long for, an
hearty draught of the fountain opened to the house of David,
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. Oh ! that I could see

Jesus flying through the midst of heaven, with the covenant in

his hand. Oh! I long for that angel of the covenant; I long
to see such another vision as John did, when he said, And Isaw
another angel in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting

gospel to preach unto them that dwell upoti the earth. What ! is

that covenant in the hand of Christ ? And is my name written

in that roll ? Say, Lord, is my name written on the heart of

Clu*ist ? Oh ! if 1 had the glory of all the world ; if 1 had ten

thousand worlds, and ten thousand lives ; I would lay them all

down, to have this poor trembling soul of mine assured of this.

Oh ! my thirst is insatiable, my bowels are hot within me ; my
desire after Jesus is greedy as the grave, the coals thereof are as

coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame.

Sect. IV.

—

Of Hoping in Jesus in that respect.

Hope is a certain confidence that the desired good will come.

All the question is, whether those promises contained in the

covenant of grace belong unto me ? and what are the grounds

on which my hope is built ? If the grounds be weak, then hope

is doubtful, or presumptuous ; but if the grounds be right, then

hope is right, and I may cast anchor, and build upon it.

In the disquisition of these grounds, we shall only search into

those qualifications which the scripture tells us they are quali-

fied with, with whom the Lord enters into a covenant of grace

:

and these we shall reduce—I. To the condition of the covenant.

2. To the promise of the covenant.

I . If thou art in a covenant with God, then hath God wrought

in thee that condition of the covenant, a true and lively faith.

Believe on the Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved. The pro-

mise of life contained in the covenant is made only to believers.

This is §0 sure a way of trial, that the apostle himself directs us

thereunto : Examine yourselves whether ye he in thefaith. But

how shall I examine ? Why, thus

:

(1.) True faith mil carry thee out of thyself unto Christ : /
live, yet not /, hut Christ liveth in me. A faithful man hath

not his life in himself, but in Christ Jesus ; he hath his spiritual

being in the Father, and in his Son Jesus Christ ; he is joined

to the Lord, and is one spirit ; he seeth the Father in the Son,

7. 2 b
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and the Son within himself, and also the Father within himself

through the Son. Know ye not that Christ Jesus is in yott,

except ye be reprohatesf Ye shall know me, saith Christ, that I
am i?i the Father, and you in me, and I in you.

(2.) True faith will carry thee beyond the world. A believer

looks on Christ overcoming the world through him :—this is the

victory that overcometh the world, even your faith.

(3.) True faith is ever accompanied with true love. If once

by faith thou apprehendest Christ's love to thee, thou canst not

but love Christ, who loved thee, and gave himself for thee :—We
love him, because he first loved us.

(4.) True faith purifies the heart, and purgeth out sin. When
God discovers this, that he will heal backsliding, and love freely,

and turn away his anger, then Ephraim shall say. What have I
any more to do with idols f If ever Christ reveal himself as

the justification, he will be sure to present himself as the pattern

of our sanctification. The knowledge of God's goodness will

make us in love with holiness.

(5.) Above all, observe the rise. True faith is ever bottomed
upon the sense and pain of a lost condition. This is faith's

method—be condemned, to be saved; be sick, and be healed.

Faith is a flower of Christ's own planting, but it grows in no
soul, but only on the margin of the lake of fire and brimstone

;

in regard there's none so fit for Christ and heaven, as those who
are self-sick, and self-condemned to hell. They that be whole,

need not a physician, saith Christ, but they that are sick. I

know Satan argues thus : Thou art not worthy of Christ, and
therefore what hast thou to do with Christ ? But faith con-

cludes otherwise : I am not worthy of Christ, I am out of measure
sinful, I tremble at it, and I am sensible of it, and therefore

ought I, and therefore must I, come to Christ ? This arguing

is gospel-logic, and the right method of a true and saving faith
;

for what is faith, but the act of a sinner humbled, weary, laden,

poor, and self-condemned ? Oh ! take heed of their doctrine, who
make faith the act of some vile person never humbled, but apply-

ing, with an immediate touch, his hot, boiling, and smoking
lusts, to the bleeding, blessed wounds and death of Jesus

Christ

!

2. If thou art in covenant v/ith Grod, then hath God fulfilled

in some part the promises of this covenant to thy soul.

(1.) Then hath God put the law into thy inward parts, and
writ it in thy heart. Look, as face in the glass answers face, so

does the conformity of thy heart to the law of God : thou obeyest

God's will, and delightest in that obedience ; thou sayest with

David, I delight to do thy will, O God; yea, thy law is within

my heart.

(2.) Thou art by covenant as one of the people of God.

Christ hath thy soul, thy body, thy affections 5 thou art Christ's
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by marriage ; thou hast passed thyself over unto him to be his

spouse, his crown, his servant, his child, for ever.

Are these, O my soul, the grounds of thy hopes; a lively

faith in Jesus ? an accomplishment in some measure of the pro-

mises of the covenant? Why, these are the fuel of hope. If

this be thy case, act thy hope strongly on Christ, and on the

covenant of grace. Oh! hope in Jesus. Draw on thy hope
yet more and more. Be not content only with an hope of ex-

pectation, but bring it on to an hope of confidence, or assurance •

thou canst not fail, if thou hangest thy hope on Jesus.

Sect. V.

—

Of Believing in Jesus in that respect.

We must believe in Jesus carrying on this great work of our
salvation in a way of covenant. Consider, O thou soul, to this

end, these following passages

:

1. Consider the gracious nature of God. That which undoes
broken hearts, and trembling souls, is misconceivings of God.
We have many times low thoughts of God's goodness, but we
have large thoughts of his power and wrath. Now, to rectify

these misapprehensions, consider his name, and therein his

nature : The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-

siiffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy

for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgressions, and sins.

2. Consider the gracious nature of Jesus Christ. Our thoughts

of God are necessarily more strange than of Jesus Christ, be-

cause of our infinite distance from the Godhead ; but in Christ,

God is come down into our nature, and so infinite goodness and
mercy is incarnate. Art thou afraid, O my soul, at his name
Jah, and Jehovah? Oh ! remember his name is Emmanuel ; the

lion is here disrobed of his garment of terror : see thy God dis-

robed of his terrible majesty; see thy God is a man, and thy

Judge is a brother. Oh, that name Jesus ! that name that

sounds healing for every wound, settlement for every distrac-

tion, comfort for every sorrow. But here's the misery; souls

in distress had rather be poring on hell than heaven. O my
soul, how canst thou more contradict the nature of Christ, than

to think him a destroyer of men ? But wherein appears the

gracious nature of Christ ? I answer, 1 . In his being incarnate.

How could Jesus have manifested more willingness to save,

than that the Godhead should condescend to assume our nature ?

2. In his tender dealing with all sorts of sinners. He professed

that he came into the world not to condemn the world, but that

the world through him might be saved. He wept over Jeru-

salem, saying, O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how oft woidd I have

gathered thee as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings ?

but ye would not. And when his disciples would have had fire

come down from heaven to consume those that refused him, he




