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me wiser than mine enemies ; for they are ever
with me,” ver. 98,

«I have more understanding than all my teachers:
for thy testimonies are my meditation,” ver. 99,

« 1 understand more than the ancients, because I
keep thy precepts,” ver. 100,

“I have refrained my feet from every evil way,
that I might keep thy word,” ver. 101,

“I have not departed from thy judgments: for
thou hast taught me,” ver. 102,

“How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea,
sweeter than honey to my mouth,” ver. 103, .

“Through thy precepts I get understanding:
therefore 1 hate every false way,” ver. 104, .

“Therefore I hate every false way,” ver. 104,

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light
unto my path,” ver. 105,

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light
unto my path,” ver. 105,

“T have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will
keep thy righteous judgments,” ver. 106,

“I have sworn, and I will perform it, that I will
keep thy righteous judgments,” ver. 106,
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SEVERAL SERMONS UPON THE
CXIX. PSALM

SERMON CIV.

Thou, through thy commandments, hast made me wiser than mne
enemies; jor they are ever with me—~VER. 93,

I coME now to the second consideration, they are wiser than their
enemies as to security against their attempts, and that enmity and
opposition that they carry on against them ; they are far more safe by
walking under the covert of God's protection, than thetr enemies can
possibly be, to have all manner of worldly advantages. T shall prove
1t by this argument, because they are more prepared and furnished as
to all events. A godly wise man 1s careful to keep in with God ; he is
more prepared and furnished, can have a higher hope, more expectation
of success, than others have ; or if not, he is well enough provided
for, though things fall out never so cross to his desires.

1. As to success. \Who hath made wiser provision, think you, he
that hath made God his friend, or he that is borne up with worldly
props and dependences ? they that are guided by the Spirit of God, or
they that are guided by Satan? those that make it their business to
walk with God step by step, or those that not only forsake him, but
provoke him to his face ? those that break with men and keep in with
God, or those that break with God ? Surely a child of God hath more
security from piety than his enemies can have by secular policy,
whereby they think to overreach and ruin him. The safety of a
child of God lieth in two things—(1.) God is his friend; (2) As
long as God hath work for him to do, he will maintain him and bear
him out in it.

[1.] God is his friend; and that must needs be a man’s wisdom
when he complies with the will of him upon whom he depends.  All
things do absolutely depend upon the providence of God;he hath wis-
dom, strength and dominion over all events. The wisdom of God is
on his side, and therefore it is but the wisdom of men against him. If
the difference only lay between men and men, the craft and policy of
their enemies and their own craft and policy, the scales would soon
break of their enemies” side, for they are wiser in their generation, Lke
xvi.  They have great abilities and great malice, which sharpens men’s
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perseverance to consider how strong and cogent they are, and what
wrong we should do to God and religion to consent. At first a man
behiolds temptations with horror; but being familiarised, our thoughts
are more reconciled to them; therefore recollect yourselves, and
remember the reasons you first had to put you upon yonr duty ; and
if you duly consider them, they will be strong and cogent to repel the
tewptation, that would take you off from it.

Use 2. 1t showeth who are lovers of the word and who not. On
the one hand, some love the precepts of God when they are in honour
and estcem, have many to join with them, and they sce peace
and plenty follow the profession of it; but rather than they will
endure trouble and contempt, forsake it.  The Samaritans would be
Jews when the Jews were favoured ; bub in the time of Antiochns
Epiphanes, when the Jews were in trouble, they would Dbe called
Sidonians, 00xéd @uondyovr Tov év Tapiliv vaov Tob peyloTov Oeod,
dedicating their temple not to Jehovah but Jupiter (Josephus).
These never received the love of the truth.  On the other side, when
a man loveth it alike in all times and in all conditions, when rich,
when poor, in liberty and in bonds, when the ways of God are connte-
nanced or when despised, it is all one to him; they love it not for out-
ward respects, but internal reasons.

THE END OF VOL. VIIL
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