






















































































































































































498 SERMONS UPON PSALM CXIX. [SEr. CLVIIL

perseverance to consider how strong and cogent they are, and what
wrong we should do to God and religion to consent. At first a man
behiolds temptations with horror; but being familiarised, our thoughts
are more reconciled to them; therefore recollect yourselves, and
remember the reasons you first had to put you upon yonr duty ; and
if you duly consider them, they will be strong and cogent to repel the
tewptation, that would take you off from it.

Use 2. 1t showeth who are lovers of the word and who not. On
the one hand, some love the precepts of God when they are in honour
and estcem, have many to join with them, and they sce peace
and plenty follow the profession of it; but rather than they will
endure trouble and contempt, forsake it.  The Samaritans would be
Jews when the Jews were favoured ; bub in the time of Antiochns
Epiphanes, when the Jews were in trouble, they would Dbe called
Sidonians, 00xéd @uondyovr Tov év Tapiliv vaov Tob peyloTov Oeod,
dedicating their temple not to Jehovah but Jupiter (Josephus).
These never received the love of the truth.  On the other side, when
a man loveth it alike in all times and in all conditions, when rich,
when poor, in liberty and in bonds, when the ways of God are connte-
nanced or when despised, it is all one to him; they love it not for out-
ward respects, but internal reasons.
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