SEVERAL SERMONS UPON THE
CXIX. PSALM.

SERMON L

Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk (n the law of the
Lord.—VErR. 1.

This psalm is a choice piece of Scripture. Iu the Hebrew there is
much exactness of composure to be observed. It is divided into
twenty-two parts, according to the number of the Hebrew letters;
every part containeth eight verses, all beginning with one and the
same letter; in which I should think there is nothing of mystery
intended, only a help to attention and memorv. T shall go over the
several verses in their order, the Lord giving life and assistance. And
because the same matter will be of frequent recourse, I shall endeavour
to discuss each verse in a sermon.

The Psalmist beginneth with a deseription of the way to true
blessedness, as Christ began his Sermon on the Mounnt, and as the
whole Book of Psalms is elsewhere begun.  Blessedness is that whieh
we all aim at, only we are either ignorant or reckless of the way
that leadeth to it; therefore the holy Psalmist wonld first set us right
in the true notion of a blessed man : “ Blessed are the undefiled in the
way, who walk in the law of the Lord.

In the words you have—

1. The privilege, blessed.

2. The manuner and form of its consideration; not so much in the
nature and formality of it, as the way that leadeth to it.  Or,

First, Here is a way spoken of in the general.

Secondly, This way specified, the law of the Lord.

Thirdly, The qualification of the persons’ sincerity, the undefiled ;
and eonstaney, who wall,

Doct. 1. That it standeth us much upon to have a true notion of
blessedness and blessed men.  David beginueth with that.

1. All desire it; Christians, pagans, all acree in this.  When Paul
was dealing with the heathens, he urgeth two notions wherein God
might be taken up. That of a first cause: Aets xiv. 17, ¢ Never-
theless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and
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dangers, they like none of that: Ps. evi. 24, ¢ Yea, they despised the
pleasant land, and believed not his word.”. The land was a good
land, but the way to it was through a howling wilderness. When
they heard of the strength and stature of the men, their fortifications,
they fell into passion and murmur, and gave over the pursuit of
Canaan. Heaven is a good place, but men must get to it with such
difficulty, therefore they are loath to be at the cost. Men would be
happy with that kind of happiness which is true happiness, but not
in the way which God propoundeth, being prepossessed with carnal
fancies. It is counted a foolish thing to wait upon God in the midst
of straits, conflicts, and temptations : 1 Cor. ii. 14, ‘ The natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness
unto him; neither can he know them, because they are spiritually
discerned.”  DMore prejudices lie against the means than the end;
therefore, out of despair, they sit down with a carnal choice, as persons
disappointed in a match take the next offer. Since they cannot have
God’s happiness, they resolve to be their own carvers, and to make
themselves as happy as they can in the enjoyment of present things.

3. Our mistakes about it will cost us dear. God is very jealous of
what we make our happiness, and therefore blasteth the carnal choice.
Those that will try experiments, smart for it in the issue. Solomon
came home by weeping-cross : Iccles. i. 14, ‘I have scen all the works
that are done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and vexation of
spirit”  Ie hath proved it to our hands. He had a large heart, and
a large estate, and gave himself to pleasures, to extract happiness from
the creatures, to hunt after worldly satisfactions in a more artificial
way than brutish sots, that merely act according to lust and appetite :
Eccles. ii. 1, ‘I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with
mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure; and behold, this also is vanity.” e
gave himself to pleasures, not merely upon sensual, but curious and
artificial aims, yet found his heart secretly withdrawn from God.
VWhoever maketh trial will either run into utter mischief, or must
come home again by a sound remorse. And seo they learn it, and
dearly to their cost.

Use. Let us study this point well.

1. That we may not take up with a false happiness, or set up our
rest in temporal enjoyments, as height of honour, abundance of riches,
favour of great men, &c. ; things useful in their sphere, and beneficial
to sweeten and comfort the lite of man, who hath placed his happiness
in God. Pleasures being enjoyed, they do not satisfy ; being loved,
they defile ; being lost, they increase our trouble and sorrow.

[1.] They cannot satisfy, becauscof their imperfection and uncertainty.
They do not answer the whole desire of man, carry no proportion with
the conscience. That which maketh a man happy must bear a
thorough proportion with all the wants, desires, and capacities of the
soul, so as conscience and heart and all may say it is enough.  But,
alas! these things cannot give us solid peace and contentment: Isa.
Iv. 2, “ Wherefore do ye spend your money for that which is not bread ?
and your labour for that which satistieth not?” Till an hungry
conscience be provided for, we cannot be happy. Dut besides their
low use, consider the uncertainty of enjoyment. Nothing can give us
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pleasure without remorse ; easy to prove the uncertainty of riches, and
what unstable foundations they are for the soul torest on; but to draw
off the heart from these things to God is the work of the Holy Ghost :
Ps. xlix. 13, “ This their way is their folly, yet their posterity approve
their sayings.” Many a man who stands over the grave of his ances-
tors will say, Ah! how foolish were they to waste their time and
strength in pleasure, and in hunting after worldly greatness and
esteem and favour with men ; what doth it profit them now ? And
yet their posterity approve the same—that 1s, they live by the same
prineiples, are as greedy upon worldly satisfactions as ever those were
that have gone before, that neglected God and heavenly things, and
went down to the grave, and their honour was laid in the dust. ~ Until
the Lord take off our heart by the light and power of his grace, we
remain as sottish and foolish and worldly as they. Thus you see
how much it concerns you to be right in the notion of true blessedness.

Doct. 2. That sincere, constant, uniform obedience to God’s law is
the only way to true blessedness.

This 1s called a way, and this way is said to be God’s law, and in
this way we must be undefiled ; which implies not absolute purity and
legal perfection, but gospel sincerity ; and in this way we must wall,
which notes both uniformity and constancy; it must be our course,
and we must persevere therein.

Three things need to be opened :—

1. Speak to the rule,

2. Of conformity to the rule ; that it must be sincere, uniform, and
constant.

3. How this is the way to true happiness ; what respect it hath to
true blessedness.

First, The rule is the law of God. All created beings have a rule.
Christ's human nature was the highest of all creatures, and yet it 1s
to be in subjection to God; he is under a rale : Gal. iv.4, ‘ Made of a
woman, made under the law.”  The angels they have many immunities
above man ; they ave freed from death, from the necessities of meat
and drink ; but they are not free from the law ; they are not sui juris,
at their own dispose ; they ‘ obey his commands, hearkening unto the
voice of his word,” Ps. ciii. 20. Inanimate creatures, sun, moon,
stars, are under a law of providence, under a covenant of night and
day: Ps. cxlix. 6, ¢ He has also stablished them for ever; he hath
made a decree which shall not pass” They have their courses and
appointed motions, and keep to the just points of their compass. All
creatures are under a law, according to which they move and act.
Much more now is man under a law, because he hath election and
choice. DBut if the law were not a rule to a Christian (as some Antino-
mians have that opinion), if it were not in force, then there should be no
sin or duty ; for ¢ where there is no law, there is no transgression ;’
for the nature of ‘sin is the transgression of the law,” 1 John iii. 4 ;
Rom. iv. 15.  Certainly the law as a rule is a very great privilege ;
and surely Christ did not come to lessen or abolish the privileges of
his people: Deut. iv, 4, “ There is no nation hath such statutes;” Ps.
exlvil. 20, ¢ He hath made known his statutes to Israel, was their
prerogative, If the law might be disannulled as to new creatures,
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then why doth the Spirit of God write it with such legible characters
in their hearts ?  This is promised as the great blessing of the cove-
nant of grace, Heb. viii. 10.  Now, that which the Spirit engraves
upon the heart, would Christ come to deface and abolish 2 The law
was written upon tables of stone, and the great work of the Spirit is
to write it npon the table of the heart ; and the arlk was a chest where
the law was kept, and with allusion to it God saith, ‘T will put my
law into their heart” Clearly, then, there is a rule, and this rule is
the law of God., Now, this rule must be consulted with upon all
occasions, if we would obtain true blessedness, both to inform us, and
to awe us.

I7irst, To inform us, that we may not act skort or over.

1. Not skort. There are many false rules with which men please
themselves, and are but so many byways that lead us oft from our own
happiness. I'orinstance, good meaning, that is a false rule ; the world
lives by guess and devout aims. But if’ good meaning were a rule,
a man may oppose the interest of Christ, destroy his servants, and all
upon good meaning : John xvi. 2, ¢ Those that kill you will think they
do God good service.”  Men may grossly err that follow a blind con-
science, Custom, that is another. It 1s no matter what others have
done before us, but what Christ did before them all. If custom carried
it, most of Christ’s institutions would be out of doors. Example of
others ; that isno good rule. It is not forus to go where others have
gone before; but what is the true way: DMat. vii. 14, ¢ The broad
way, that leads to destrnction, and many walk therein”  The path to
hell is most beaten ; we are not always to follow the track; they are
dead fishes which swim down the stream : we are not to be led away
with custom and example, and do as others do.  Our own desires and
inclinations are not our rule.  Oh, how miserable should we be if our
lust were onr law, if the bent of our hearts were our rule! Jude 16,
* Walking after their own lInsts; is the description of those that were
monsters of men, that had outgrown all feclings of conscience.  The
laws of men are not our rule. It is too narrow and short to com-
mend us to God, to be punctual to the laws of men and no more:
Ps. xix. 7, “The law of God is perfect, converting the soul” To
convince us of sin, to humble the heart, to reduce and bring us back
to God, there is no rule for this but the law of God.  Men make laws
as tailors do garments, to fit the crooked bodies they serve for, to
suit the humours of the people to be governed by these laws; surely
they are not a sufticient rnle to convince us of sin, and to guide us to
true happiness. A civil orderly man is one thing, and a godly
renewed man another. It is God's prerogative to give a law to the
conscience and the renewed motions of the heart. ITuman laws are
good to establish converse with man, but too short to cstablish com-
munion with God ; and, therefore, we must consult with the rule,
which is the law of the Lord, that we may not come short of true
blessedness,

2. That we may not act over. There is a superstitions and
apocryphal holiness which is contrary to a genuine and scriptural
holiness, yea, destructive to it: it is like the concubine to the wife : it
draws away respects due to the true religion. Now, what is this kind
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5. He hath sweet experiences of God's goodness towards him here
in this world : Ps, xvii. 15, “As for me, I will behold thy face in
righteousness ; T shall be satisfied when I awake with thy likeness.
The joy of the presence and sense of the Lord’s love will counter-
balance all worldly joys.

6. He hath a great deal of peace: Gal. vi. 16, ¢ And as many as
walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the
Tsrael of God.” Obedience and holy walking bringeth peace : ¢ Great
peace have they which love thy law, and nothing shall offend them,
Ps, exix. 165 ; as there is peace in nature when all things keep their
place and order. This peace others cannot have. There is a differ-
ence between a dead sea and a calm sea. A stupid conscience they
may have, not a quiet conscience. The virtue of that opium will
soon be spent ; conscience will again be awakened.

Use. Oh, then, let us put in for a share of this blessedness! There
are two encouragements in the service of Christ—our vails and our
wages. Our wages should be enough, the eternal enjoyment of him-
sclf.  DBut oh! we ery out of the tediousness of the way. We have
our vails also, that are not contemptible. If a man should offer a
Tordship or farm to another, and he should say, The way is dirty and
dangerous, the weather very troublesome; 1 will not look after it—
would you not accuse this man of folly, that loves his ease and pleasure ?
But now, if this man were assured of a pleasant path and good way, if
he would but take a little pains to go over and see it, this were gross
folly indeed to refuse it.  Our Lord hath made over a blessed inheri-
tance to us upon gospel terms; but we are full of prejudices, in that
to keep close to the rule may bring trouble, and deprive us of many
advantages of gain; and we think we shall never see good day more.
But we are assured there is a great blessing goeth along with
God's yoke; and we having a promise of the enjoyment of God’s
presence where there ave pleasures for evermore, this should make us
rouse up ourselves in the work of the Lord.

SERMON II.

Blcsscd are they that Leep his testimondes, that seel: Lim with the
whole heart—VER. 2.

Ix this psalm the man of God begins with a description of the way to
true blessedness.  In the former verse a blessed man is deseribed by
the course of his actions, ‘ Blessed ave the undefiled in the way.” In
this, by the frame of his heart, ‘ Blessed are they that kecp his testi-
monies, that seck him with the whole heart.” The internal principle of
good actions is the verity and purity of the heart.

Here you may take notice of two marks of a blessed man :—

1. They keep Lis testimonies.

2. They seels him with the whole heart.

Doct. 1. They that keep close to God’s testimonies are blessed.

By way of explication, two things take notice of :—
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