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Tou Ho fooner had appointed we to this Work, but God pointed me to the Text; which I found fo fuitable to the Occafion, that I refolded to do the utmoft myjhort Arm could reach to , in improving it to the blejjed ends of Love and Vnion, that I might thereby jbew my felf to be not only &%witu>v, but e^nvomi^v; and indeavour . with all my might that the Heaven Mow might be made like the Heaven above, a quiet and peaceable Habitation.

''* '. '- '''




»- , ,

To intermeddle in Matters of Strife is in common Cafes deemed a thanklefi Office, and he oft times feels . Orat. dc mofl Fifts who fleps in to part the Fray. Mwr? «V P«c. d/AQorAe&v n^jutv 7m%&. But the Goodnefi of this 1>n

der taking isfuch, as will richly Recompenfe for the greatefl Inconvenience that can attend the Attempt; 'and if it Jhould not find SucceJS among Men, I amfatiffied that it will not want a Blejjing from God. 

None can, with any colour of Reafon , be prejudiced at this happy Undertaking of yours, which is not in the leafl intended to countenance any Carnal or Worldly Dejign, but to fyrvc the great Inter efts of our Lord Jefus, and promote that Kingdom of his which is not ot this World.

Many there are who call every kind of Compliance bafenets, and a betraying of Principles; but fo long as our Conferences tell us, that what we do is in Obedience to the Command of Chrifl, the peace we /ball find within will more then pay the Charge of all unjufl Ce»fures from without. Men of fuch rough and fbwr Spirits are ready to think God to be fuch a *ne , as .\tbemfelves; As the Lacedaemonians, being 4 Watlifa Pfq-< 

1 Jib,
is love, and he that dwells in love, dwells in God, and God in him.









Who doth not defirc to fee the Church of Chrifl in a flourishing flate? // was one of Auftin'j wijbes, to fee Romam in flore. And fbould it not be every good Marts wijb, to fee Ecclefiam in flore? When the Temple « purged, and a Separation made between the San&uary and the profane Place, (Eziek. 41. 10.) then the Glory of the Lord will fill theHoufe, Ezek. 43.5-.

God hath eminently appeared among you hitherto in carrying on this bleffed Work, therefore it greatly concerns us to hold him f aft by Endeavouring to keep, the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, left this Silence in Heaven fbould.be but for the (pace of lialf an hour.

How fhould the confederation of the Coming of the Lord, which now draws very nigh, put us aU upon promoting this Work. WiB it not be a very uncomfortable thing to be found in our Divijions in that day .-> Therefore we ought not to flan J at a Jiflance, but upon fuch Reafons as voiOjuflifie our diffent, and be approved of by the impartial Judge. 

The Lord pour out a richer meafure of the Spirit of Love upon att that fear his Name, and Jhew to them that ^9' Vti^o^v o^jv which none can fnd, but they who are taught of God. The Inquiry after which, in order to walking therein,wcu the chief Defign of this Difcourfe. Such as it is it is now yours, not only by my Att in the Dedication, but by your own in the Publication. And 

there* 
*etdi it, fo it earneflly calls /or vw Qlfer'vance.facaufc of the importance of the Deftgn of it, which is to Strengthen the Staff of Bands sow put into your hands ly God; and this nothing can do but a conflant and confiientiout practice of thofe Priiteipks »p«n which y«*r "Union ftcutds. 









And new Brethren, as that Rod out of the Stem of JeJ/e (upon whom the Spirit of the Lord refts, the Gipdle of whole Reins is Faithftilnefs) hathfo far fulfilled that comfortable Promife, as to caufe the Wolf to dwell with'the Lamb ; let it alfo appear that he hath lowed your Spirits te fitch an intire Rejtg»atzon to Truth , as that a Child may lead you. And then the Ctmnfels here given will be as readily 'unbraced, and at carefully pradifed, as they were faithfully tendered by him who greatly rejoyceth to le known by the pleafing Title of 9tte (tho the mcanejT) of the united Brethren, and 
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E Z E K. xxxvn.

Say unto them, "Thus faith the Lord God, Behold 
  I will take the flick, of Jofeph, which is in 


- the hand 0f Ephraim, and the Tribes oflfrael 
   his fellows) and will put them with hi/tt, even 
  with the fticl^ of Judah, and makg them one 
        and they /ball be one in mine hand. 





WHat our Lord Chrift pud in L»k. 4. 2 1. upon his reading that of the Prophet Ifaiab, The fpiritofthe Lord is upon me, because he bathanointed me to preach good ty dings to the meek^ &C. This daf, fays he, this Scripture a fulfilled in your ears. The fame I may fay of this Scripture now read to you, God hath in a great meaiure this day fulfilled it among you.

A Scripture which feems exadly fitted to this Days Defign, which is partly for humbling in regard of former Divifions j and partly for rejoycing with refped to the prefent Union.

Accordingly you have in the Text two Sticks, The (tick in ^ ^ 2, the band of Ephraim, and the flick of Judab: that is, Epbraitb againft Judab, and Judab againft Epbraim. This is matter of moHrning. But then you have thefe two flicks ^nade one in the band of the Lord, and that is caule of rejoycing.

As in the Body Natural, Health is the Salt of all Mercies, fo in Bodies Politick, and Ecclefiaftical, the Salt of all Mercies is Peace and Union, without which no good can be

B. long
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long prefcrved, or comfortably enjoyed. And therefore our Loi'U l.itit put them together, Mark <?. ulf. Have fait my<*tr Jelves, and have pence oee -uiith another. 

The defirabknefs of Peace and Union cannot be better fet out, then by refleding upon the direful Miichiefs of Difcord and Divifion. One (ays, Numeruv bntarius etf infamis, t^uia pnmo au'ut eft ab unit ate dijcedere. 

It is an accurfed number, as firft departing from UnityI am fure the departing from that Unity which we are calEfh. 4, 3, ietj Of God to keep, viz,. The unity of the fyirit, in the bond of peace, is a very curled thing.

Jerom calls Divifions, Amicorum diffendia, inimicorum com'penJia, divine ira incendia. So that we may lay of them, what Auflin fays ot Original Sin, feccatum, cauja peccati, fata peccati. They are not only fin, and the caufeof fin, but the punifliment of fin too, fo that they are nothing but a heap of fin.

Divifions in a Kingdom, in a City, in a Family ire very fed, and have fad effe&s; Chrifrfays, they can't ftand where thefe are, (Mat. i2. 2 j.), but no Divifions fb fad as they that happen among the People of God. For the dfaflorii.tf Reufan there -were fad thoughts of heart, Judg. y. ty. \ .£

When 13rethren are divided, and the Fire is kindled m our

Cn Bowels, rifing from our feives, this is fad irldeed. As Prophet lays, E&tk. 19.i4. Fire it gone out of a rod of her branches, which hath dtveitred her fruit, Jo thatflie bath noftrong red to be afcefter to riflet tJau u a lamentation^ and jliatt be for a lamentation, 

And this was the very cafe of the People in the Text, a long and fad divifion had been among them from the time of Jeroboam, not only as they were a State, but as they were a Church too ; Civil divifion brought in Ecclefiaftical; they could not agree in one Government, nor in one way of Worfliip. Two Tribes cleave to the Worftip of the Temple, but the reft of them mult have their Calves at Dan and Bethel. So that they were not only divided as a State; but which is more fad, they were divided as a Church of God,

Now









Now hear God promifes to heal their Divifions, and to make them one; they jh*H be one m my hmd. In the whole Chapter you have two Prophecies, in which are contained two great PromiJes, excellently fuited to two great Evils this People were now under, -viz,. Divifion, and Defolation.

Their Defolation is fct out in the former part of the Chapter, under the Type of a Valley-of dry Bones, ,verf.i,2. 

The Thing God promifes is Redemption, under the Type of making dry Bones live. This you have from the third i/er/etothe fourteenth.

Their Divifion is fetoutty .the Type of two Sticks, the Promife God makes is to cure their Divifions, and unite them again, and this under the Type of making two Sticks one , and not only fb, but to bring them into a ftrmet Union then ever.

They (kail be united to be one People, wr/ii. They fall be no more two Nations, I will make them one upon the Mount aim of Ifrad.

They (hall be united in one God, verf.2%. They (liall be my Ptople, Mil I will be their God. 

They (hall be united under one King, verf. 24. David mj Servant jhall be King over them , and they {hall have one Shepherd. 

They (hall be united in oneway of Repentance, verf.z\. They fliaH not defile themfehei any more -with tbtir Idols, nor with their /let eft able Things, nor&iti> any of their Tranfgrejfions. 

They (hall be united in oneway of Reformation, verf.i4. 7f>f)'JljaS walk in my Judgments, and obferve my Statutes,anJ dt them. 

They (hall be united in one Covenant,wr/26. I will make a Covenant of Peace with them, it JhaS be an everlasting Covenant. 

They (hall be united in one way of Worfliip, verf. 26, 27^ 1 wiS/et my Sanctuary in the midjt of them for ever, my Taberm nacle alfofoall be with them. 

Now fuch a Union as this, for a People to be made one in One God, under one King, in one way of Repentance and Reformation, in one Covenant, and in one way of Wor

Bz (hipj









it/HI*

ffi'p; what a firm, what a fpiritual, what a complcat, and' confcqucntly what a bleffed Union muft this be.

Concerning which, in the whok of this Prophecy, wherein it is contained, you may obferve four things.

i. Here is the Subjeft Matter of this Union defcribed, and that both in the Type (as I may call it) and in the Antitype. In the Type it is two Sticks. In the Antitype it is tlw Church of Gad in two parts. This is in the fixteentrr vcrfi. ',

2. Here is a Writing to be infcribed; which is not only commanded, but the words of die Writing didated. Write uptn one Stick, for Judah, and for the Heufe of Ifrael ha Companions : ». e. the Tribe of Benjamin, and all the' reft that joyned with them in their way of worfhip.

And write upon the other Stick, for Jolieph, the Stick of Ephraim, and all the Houfe o/Iirael, ba Companions. That is, thfr the other Ten Tribes, who were joyned under Jeroboam in his way of Worrtiip.

3. Here is the Way and Manner of this Unioa dire&ed. Jojn tbtm one to.anothtr into one Stick, verfay.

4. Here is the meaning of all unridled and explained, in the words of the Text, Behold, I will take the Stick of Jofeph which ts in the band of Ephraim, and the Tribes of Ifrael ha fellows, and will put them with him, even with the Stick of Ju-' dah, and make them, one Stickt and they foall be one in my band. 

To attempt the explaining the Nature, or Kind, or Meaning of thefe Sticks, when the thing intended by them is fo, fully, exprefled, would be but trifling with the Text, which I IhaHindeavour to improve to .more uleful purpofes.

There is only one thing that I fliall remark upon in tha words, bsfore I come to what I intend. And that is, the Form of the Promifsin which this Unioo.is wrapped up. '-Iwit t make them one Stick, and thcyfiatt be one in my band... 

i. What Onenefs is this that is here promifcd? \ .

2. What is intended by this doubling the Pifomile? j: What is implyed by beipg one in God's hand?

i. What









i. What Omnefiis this that is here promifed and pointed' at? Wherein doth it efoecially confift ?.

There are feveral forts of Ontnefi in Scripture. There is an Onentfi of divers Perfbns in one Nature. There is an Onenefi of differing Natures in One Perfon. And there is an Onenefi lof fundry Natures and Perfbns inone Quality.

In the firft is One God, Deut. 6.4. In the fecond is One Chrift, i Cor. 8. 6. In the third is one Church. Cant. 6. 9. My Untlefikdit but One. A&S4.J2. The mult it ude of them that believed were of One heartt and of One foul. This is an Ecclefiaftical Onenefi, and it is that which the Text chiefly points at*

Bellarmine tpeaks of a fixfold Onenefsin the Church. i.In relpeft of (fod whocalletb^but this makes the Church not fo much una, as fub uno, one, as under one.

2. In refped of the end, the Salvation to which it is called, but this makes the Church not fo much one, as ad unum. 

;. In refped: of the means, as Word , Faith, and Sacraments. But thus the Church is rather by one, than one. 

4. In refpeft of the Spirit as a feparated Governour.

f. In refped of Chrift as a conjoyned Head.

6. In refpeft of the connexion of the members amongthemfelves; and in thefe two laft reipcds (fays he) it is molt properly out 

So that this Onenefs is fuch in the inward principles, and outward practice of Religion, as concerns the people of God joyntly and reciprocally in their Church State,as joynt Members of Chrift, and one of another.

And this is the Onenefi here promifed, 7 will make them one flicktand they jhallbecne in my band. 

But 2. what is intended in the doubling this pronrife ? I will make them me, and they Jhall be one. 

i. It may point at a twofold Union, Paffive, and A&ive. He makes them me; that's a paflive union, God is alone in it. They Jhall be one, that is more a&ive, there is the operation of

Man in it.

As











maoc

As it is in the union betwixt Chrift and the Chriftian; it is firft paffive, and then adive. There is the operation of the fpirit uniting, and then the ad of Faith in clofing; we are apprehended of Cbrift, before we can apprehend Chrijt, Philip. ;. i2.

Unit ion, as iomc calls it, is in order of nature before Mum, and (b it is in this union in the Text, between Chriftian and Chriftian , Believer and Believer , Church and Church* God is firft in it. Uniting Graces mult precede uniting ads, and if God thus make us one, then vve Hull be one. For,

2. The doubling the promile, imports the certainty of the accompliftimcnt. As Pharaohs dreams were doubled, fbthe

-Qn. 4i. 32. promife is here repeated, because the thing ts eftablific/i by God, 

and be willfurelj bring it to pafs. I wiH make them out, and thy If*. 43.i3. ftaS be one. Q^ d. None iliall be able to hinder it. 7 work, and 

whojhall let it? Sometimes God divides a people, and then Judgts?. 23. none can unite them; Godfent an evilfyiriPbetween Abimelich,

and the men of Shechem.

So when God unites, none can divide ; if he makes the fib 34. a?. tv") flicks one, they ihall be one. When be gives peace, ivbo than 

can make trouble? 

3. It implys fuch a union, as (hall be both inward and outward, in principle and praftice, in affedion and adion. I -u>itt make them one; that is, in Judgment and Principle. And theyjh*tt be one; i. f.in Worftip and Pradice. For it is explained by thatinj^er.32.39. I Witt give them one heartland ont way , that tbey may fear me for ever. One heart without one way is unfruitful. Ajid one way without one heart is hypocritical; but one heart, and one way is no lefs then Angelical, for thereby his will is done on earth as it is in Heaven.

. So that a full and com pleat Union between his People is

here pointed at. 1 will make them one; that is, I will give them 

ore heart. And tbey jhell be one; that is, they fhall walk in one 

Rtm. i5. 6. way. And fb with one mind , and one mouth they fall glorifie 

God. 

But thirJfy, What is intended by being one in his hand? I will make them one (tick, and they {halt be cm in my band. 

i. It points to the influencing power of God in bringing this oneneG about. The Hand in Scripture is frequently put

for
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r,« V •* f W TJO; fo th ,

{rom the *"**£*£ W So here the hand of God imply //,. „ „ h» power 5 and indeed the curing the divilions of his pso- ," pie «, a work that callsfor a mighty power, oft, r^i« Mir^M ^mm fays, Tie «*/««„„ c/ ^^fn 4re ^ lb{ her* of a ~fikt Prov 18. 19. It is fo of fuch as are brethren by plavor r«x, and it is fo much more (the more is the pity) amon^fuch as are brethren by gfaet - ctrrvprio cptimt Jffima It made Strtgehu, weary of Hvtrg , and wifh to depart out of Mm. Ad the world, that he might be freed ab immmitm 6- htpbcriM."***. hi odm Tbeologcrum. Therefore Sclomon compares them to the bar, »f a caflU, very ftrong.and hardly bowed or broken None can do it but God j and when he by the power of the • fpim ot love and Onion breaks thefe bars in (under, then they become me mtbe hand ef the Lord, 

z. It implies a union in the Truth; every union is not a bang one m Gock hand. There may be union in fin, a union inerrour. At the world wondered after the beafi: a union Rtv. i3. to fupport the Antichrilrian Intereft. It isfai? of the leS horns thefe have me mind, end flull give thnr power ondfirenrtA to thtbeajl, Rtvtl. 15. 12, ,3. Now this is (6 far from being 4 union m the hand of God,that it is the quite contrary it is union in the hand of Satan. If we are not united in the truth , whatever our union may be, yet we cannot be faid to be ont in the band cf the Lord. 

-3L Jt ^plyf the reality and cordia'nefs of thisnnion,«fri* without delation; you read of an 1 44000 which fland with the Lamb upon Mount Sun, Rt-veL 14. i. And here are two things mentioned concerning them to ourpurpofe: their unity, and their fmcerity: onenefs and uprightnelk

Here is their unity in Dodrine pointed at in their number, 144000 , which is a number rooted in twelve, to fliew that they were all built upon that one foundation of the twelve Apoftles, of which Chrift was the corner lione^d that their Doctrine and wor/hip is pure and Apoftolical.

Thea









uimy ill I'lUiciiiuu j ui^y imvs. ail une

.K«". i. name, written in one place, f&s/ taw Aw fathers rame -written in their foreheads • that is, they make the lame ope:i and viiibte profeffion of their fubjeftion and obedience to rhe fame authority, Government, Laws, and Ordinances of God, and oar Lord Jcfus Chrilt..

Then here is their unitednefs in bleffing and praifing God. This is intimated by their having the lame Inftruments, Vn. 2. and the famenefs of their Song. They all barp upon their harpr, and they attfung as it were a Jieu> Song before, the Throne. 

Then here is mention of their Onenefs in keeping their Confidences pure from all Idolatrous Worfhip, and Antichri.Kfr-4. ftian pollutions. Thefe are they -which are not defiled with women, for they are Virgins. 

To name no more, here is their Unity in true Worfhip. Vtr. 4. Thefe are they which follow the Lamb whither ever he goes. 

And that which crowns all, and puts a Glory upon this

2 Cor. 1.i2. blefled Union is, that it is done in (implicity and godly Jincerity, 

without any antichriftian equivocations, or mental refervati

ons. Therefore it is faid, ver. y. In their mouth was found no 

guile, for they are without fault before the Throne of God. 

My Brethren, if our Union be of this kind, without guile if it be founded in fincerity, and uprightneis of heart to God, then are we without fault before the Throne, and one in the hand of God. 

4. Such a Union will be an abiding, induring Union. And fo much is implied in the words, wherein there feems to be a double promife of it intimated. God doth not only fay, / witt make them one, which imports a Union for the prefent j but they Jhall be one; which fecures this Union for the future, it fliall abide when once effe&ed; for therefore he adds, They Jhall be one in my hand, q. d. The fame power that hath accomplifhed, and brought it to pafs, fhall alfb preferve and maintain it.

Thar which is made one in the hand of the Lord fhall be always one, None Jhall plucA them out ef my hand. And i>. 23. They Jhall no more defle themfel-ves with any of their tranfgrejjions3 of which their difcords and divifions were none of the leaft j and therefore he adds in the fame verfe, SoJhat t they be my and I will be their God. They









They were his People, and he was their God before: but here he renews his Covenant with them, as brought into a

ftate of union. This is implied in this (So), So jhall they be my people, and I will be their God. His Covenant is renewed with them, not only as glorying in their union, for now he it not afliamea1 to be called their God; but alfo as confirming of it.

y. Here is alfo implied the extenfivenefs of this Union. Jbey (hall be one in my band. Who are intended by this They? It reaches to all, at home and abroad, in City and Country. One flick is to b3 written upon, not only forJuJab, but for all bit Companions. And the other jfac/t not only for Epbraim, but for all the Houfe of Ifrael his Companions. Thefe are They of Vtr. i whom God fays, I -will make them one, and they (hall be one in my band. It fhall be an extenfive Union. So it is explained, i/. 2i. I will gather them on every fide. And -v. 22. One King jhall be King to them all. And v. 24. They all (hall have one Shepherd. 

When God undertakes to unite his People, he will make *it a compleat Work.

It (hall be a Union in the Truth.

It (hall be a Union in Principle and Pra&ice.

It (hall be a cordial and fincere Union.

It ftiall be an extenfive Union.

And it (kill be an abiding Union.

And this may (uffice for the opening the Terms. Many ufeful Truths might be deduced from the words; but the only thing I (hall pitch upon, and fpeak briefly to, (hall be this.

That it is God alone who can heal the Divifions, and unite D0tf. the hearts of his People, and whenever he doth do it, it is a great mercy.

1 {hall fpeak to the Point under two Heads.

4

I, It is God alone who can heal the Divifions which are among his People, and make them one.

II. When God is pleafedto heal the Divifions of his People, and make the two flicks one, it is a great mercy.

C i. It









r. It is God alone that can heal the Divifions that are among his People, and make them One. And this will bs evident, if

i. We do but confiderthe Source of their Divifions, from whence they fpring. The Roots which produce and nourifh them.

(i.) One is from the Malice of Satan. He is the envious One that fows thefe Tares. He is the great Incendiary, that ufes all Arts to divide and feparate the People of God. He loves to fet his cloven foot in the place of God's feet. So the Church is calVd, Ifa. 60. i $-.

Now no Power but that of God can bind him and cast' him out, Rrr.2o.2.

(2.) From difference of Apprehenfion. Good men may agree in one Aim, and yet not in one way; the End may be the fame, tho the Means vary. It is difference of Light that caufes difference of Judgment j and that works to divide the Affe&ions, and then all is on a flame. Ye read Revel.i^. 2. of them that had gotten the Vittory over the Beajt, and ovtr au Image, and mark, and number of bis Name, and yet they ft and, upon a Sea of Glafi mingled with Fire. 

And this is fuch a Fire as none but God can quench.

(;.) They fpring from corrupt Principles and Lulls within. What the Apoftle lays of worldly Contentions, we may fay of fpiritual. Whence come wars and fig btingt amengyou? come they not hence, even of your Lufts that war in your Members? James 4. i. There are fbme Lufts efpecially that make good men a burden to each other. Such as Pride, and Vain glory. Love of the World, Ambition, arid defire of Precedency , envy at anothers Repute, irregular Zeal, and fuch like j thefe make us very touchy, and to become Pricking briers, and grieving Thorns among our felves. There hath been too much experience of this in thefe Dog-days of the Church, wherein fo many have been barking and biting at one another.

MAi's Nature is fo prone toDifcords through the influence of thefe remaining Lufts, that they would no more unite then crumbs of Sand, did not God bring it about, and make them O»ein his hand. Therefore it is faid; I will make them , and theyjkatt be One in my hand, 




2. It









2. It is a Prerogative peculiar to God. The Text intimates fo much, they jhall be one in my band. No Onemfi if God hath not a hand in it. Men may ufe means, and contrive methods for Union, but it is not the policy or skill of all the Reconcilers in the World can bring it about, without God.

How many have brought their Buckets to quench the Churches Flames. Many Antidotes have been prefcribed , many Rules and pacific Means have been commended by wife and good men for the Cure of our Divifions. But JW » IvJtv, there wants a Divine Power within.

Men may take two Stick* and tie them together, or glue them to each other. But nothing will make them ant Stick, but the hand of God. Hence he is called the God of Peace, Hebr. i3. 20. and he is (aid to create Peace, Ifa. 45^. 7. Now you know Creation is making fbmething out of nothing. And indeed fb is this. Look throughout this whole tranfadion, from firft to laft, and you can't find any thing out of which this Union Ihnuld be formed. Either Wifdom, or Power, or Strength, or Policy, or any thing eUe. It is a pure Creation, for it is out of nothing. And this you have in your Preface expreffed a due fenfe of, in giving to him the glory of his Power,by afcribing the Succefs of theie Attempts to th^Jtgnal Prefence of God.

3. If the Breaches and Divifions that at any time fall out among the Lord's People be a Judgment from the Lord, then he alone can make them One. For who can remove a Judgment that comes from God, but God himfelf? the fame hand that wounds, muft heal. He b*th fmitten^and be will l>inJ us up. f/»f. 6. 

Now the Divifions that are among Gods People, tho they proceed from fin originally,yet there is a Judicial Difpenlation in them. Hear, Oye Mountains, the Lord's Ccntrvvcrfie, Micb.6. 2. All their inteftine Divifions are the Lords Controverfie. This is one way by which God avenges the quarrel of bis Covenant, Lev. 26. 2y. When his People break with him , then he breaks them one againft another. Jer. i5.i3,i4. / will fill all the Inhabitants of the Land, the Kings, the Priefts , and the 
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A rVJTK/t»J^ M/»t* ••*» »W& ItfWIHWW^rv** rj j v - u i < i - v < * « M* «r M f*t itri F^ltfi rti IJ ^

<W 7 «>/# dfe/fc /&w e»« *£*«>/ another. So Zech. ii, i4. / c«r afunder my Staff of Bands, that I might break the Brotherhood between Juclah and Ifraal. Ye read in Ifa. 9. 2i. of Manaffib againft Ephraim, <m<l Ephraim a/*TM/ Manafleh, and they together again/} Judah. And this is laid to be from the Wrath of the Lord of Hojis, verf i9. And what Wifdom or Skill of Men can quench this Wrath of God? it rauft be God himfelf. As fire is faid to fetch out fire, fo nothing can extinguifh this fire of God's Anger, but the kindling of his own Repentings.

Hif.ii.e. HowflialllgivetheeupEp^raimi my heart it turned within me, and my repentings are kindled together. And he is faid to repent himfelf for bis Servants -when he fees their power is gone, Deut. 32. ;<S. When their Wound is incurable for want of healing Medicines, then God will plead their Caufe,and the Wound fhall be bound up. For he gloriethin this Title, / am the 

Jtr. 30.i3. Lord that healeth thee, Exod. i7.26.

*

4. This will further appear, if you confider the Seafon of this blefled Cure. Ufiially it is when his People are brought very low. The virtue of his Medicines is beft known when the Wound is delperate, and to the eye of Sen(e, paft healing.

God referves the fpeaking of this Comfort till the Church f/of.2.i4. is brought into a Wildernefi. How is it that the Bones are brought together, bone to his bone, but by the Breath ef the Lord? and when did this breath enter into them3but when they E\t$. 37. 2. were fcattered in the open Valley, and Lo they were very dry? No Life, no expectation, no hope of Union; Rebohl, they Vtt. ii. fay our Bones are dried, our hope u loft. Then behold ajhaking, Vtr. 7. and the bones came tsgether^bone to his bone. And when doth God command the Prophet to write upon Judah and Epbraim, but when they were in a very low, and hopelefs Condition? and therefore he muft write upon two Sticks. A Stick is a dead thing, a dry thing, a withered thing ; a fit Emblem of the Dtn 5. 25. low Condition they were in. And what is the writing upon your Sticks at this time? Not a Mene tekel upbarjin. No,bleC fed be God, but the quite contrary: Heads of Agreement, united Brethren. A blefled Hand-writing; and if it be not written
ten upon dry Stick judge you. So tbac none could havecau









fed this to be written, if God had not faid to us, as he did

to the Prophet, Son of Man, write upon them. And therefore

what the Apoftle fays in another cafe, I may (ay in this, Te 

are mantfcftly declared to be the Epijlle ofCbrift, written not with 2 Ctr. 3. 3.

Ink, but with the Spirit of the Living God. 

2. When God is pleafed thus to heal the divifions of his people, and make the two {ticks one in his hand , it is a great mercy. For

i. When God doth this, it is to accomplifh the promife, and every promife travels with mercy ; there can be nothing , but mercy in the promife; therefore when ever it brings forth, the birth muft be mercy.

Now God hath made great promifes concerning the peace and onenefs of his people. The envy of Ephraimjhall depart, be jhall not envy Jtidab^tid Judabfhall not vex Epbraim, Ifa. i1.13. V. 6. The wolf jhall dwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard jhall lie down with the Kid. The Cow and the Bear fliallfeed,tbeiryoung ones jhall lie down together. The meaning is, that all fournefs, and fiercenefs, and bitternefs of fpirit inall ceafe among the fiibjeds of Chrift ,and a fpirit of love and fweetnefs fliall take place, and heal all. %

Ye have many promifes of this kind, and (bme that have a more dired: afpeft to the laft times, and therefore look wifhly upon us. Such is that in, Zepb.}.?. Then will I turn to the people a pure language , that they may call upon the Name of the Lord, and ferve him with one confent. So ZiCch. i3. i9. In that Dm:. 32.4. day the Lord fliall be onttandha Name one. But is not his Name one now? yea, in itfelf it is. He is the God of truth , that is hisName. But while there are different ways of profeflion,. and each party inticles God to his particular way, this gives him many Names; the differing claims that divided interefts . make to God , give him many Names. But in that day his 'Namejiiall be one; differing ways and modes of Worfhip fhall ceafe,all his people fhall be united in the fame mind and judgement, and fhall own God in the fame truth,and the fame way of worfhip, and k'ba Namejhaltbe one. 

But this day is (aid to be when Chrift fhall be King over all

the









the earth, Chrift fiall be King ever all the earth, and in that day the Lordjjball be one, and bis Name cm. 

This is that Chrift promifcs in the New Teftament, John lo. i6. There flwll be onefold, and onejhepard. 

2. It is a great mercy in that the ruineof their enemies follows upon it. You feldom read of any great healing among the Churches and people of God,but their enemies havelbon felt the effe&s of it. It is no fooner faid in Ifa. r i. i5. The envy of Ephraim fall depart, but the next words are, Tbeadver* faries of Judab fhallbe cut off. His work is no fooner performed upon Mount Sion, but the next work is the pulling down the ^yrian, If i o. 12. and in If. 15. i o. No Iboner are Gods people one in his hand, but his enemies are trod under his Feet, as fir aw is trodden down for thedungbil. And I Revel, ip. i4. the Saints are (aid to follow Chrilt cloathed infinelinnen, clean and white; their cloathing (hows their bolinefs, and their following him,fhews their onenefs} and when they follow him thus cloathed, then you read of his Jharp /word, and his iron rod, and his treading the wine prefs of the wrath of God upon his enemies, Imj. all which is explained in the following words, to the end of the Chapter, where you have the Battle of Armageddon fought, and the Bead and falfe Prophet, and all the reft of the Churches Enemies deftroyed. And if the deftru&ion of the Churches Enemies be a confequent of their Union, then when God makes the two flicks one, it is a great Mercy.

I might add,

3. The notice that God would have to be taken of it, {peaks out the greatnefs of the mercy. That they may kn»w from, the Tjfing of the Sun to the Weftt that there it none vejides me $ I am the Lord, and there is none elfe $ I make peace, and create evil, I(a. 4J.6.

4. The bleffings and profperity that flow from this Union Pftl. i as. 7. fpeak tne greatneS of the mercy. When peace is wit bin Jeru

lalem'j walls, there will be projptrity within her Palaces. 

But I pafs thefe, and (hall infift only on this one thing, which will (ufficiently fet forth the greatneis of this Mercy and Union, and that is,

y. The









y. The Evils and Divifions among God's People. Their Name is Legion, they are fo many. Nothing thrives where this Wolf fets his foot. Where wvj and ftrtfe u, there is confufien, and every evil work, James ;. 16. Ic is the root of many bitter fruits. We read Gen. 38. that Pbarez was the Son of Tamar. Pj&rftt&fignifiesFradion and Divifion, Tamar fignifiesa Palm-Tree. Abamaritudine, (ay fbme, from bitterness. P*g*ht. Divifion comes from bitternefs, and brings forth bitter fruits. Ibe grapts of it are grapts of gall, the clujters are hitter. 'Deut. 32. 3 r.

For inilance:

Your Divifions are very diflionourable to Jefas Chrift, they caufe his Name to be blalphemed in the World, Rom. z. 24, Nay, it is an implicite denying him to be come in the flelh. For when he comes, this is to be one effed: of it. The wolf fall if*, n.f. dwell with the lamb, &C.

It is one Argument the Jews have againft Chrift's being come, becaufe this Prophecy is not fulfilled.

My Brethren, Is the Lord Chrift come into the World, or is he not? If not, why do ye own it? If he is, why don't ye manifeft it? It is your Union that muft prove Chriits Miflion.

Chrift prays for the Onenefs of his DHciples for this very end, John i7.2i. That they all may be one, thtf'the world may believe that thou baft- fent me. And again, v. 2;. Let them be ferfett in one, that the world may know that thou baft fent me: As if Chrift (houldfay, the World will never believe, that thou haft fent me, that my Doftrine is true, if they that profefs it live not in the power of it, and are not made one by it. Thou art Love, and what fliall convince the World that I came out of the Bofbme of the Father's love, when my Difciples hate one another? Oh how diftionourablc to Chrift muft this be!

2. Divifions are a great grief to the Spirit of God, and we are commanded not to grieve him, Efb. 4. 50. Grieve not the boly Jfirit of GeJ. Have ye not your light and life from the Spirit? Did not he convince, and convert, and draw you to Chrift? Was it not he that lead you into the Secrets of God? that revealed theMyfteriesof the Kingdom, the deep Things of Ged,and Eternal Life to you? Your Calling had never been

effectual*









effa&ual, it' the Spirit had not been in it, to make it Ib. Are a Cor. i2.4. not yotii Parts, and Gifts, and various Attainments, all from the Spirit? And is not every Grace, and every Degree of Grace in you, the WorkmanJhip of theSpirit? And is it not the Spirit that quickens you in Duties, and maintains in you a frame of heart for communion with God? Who is it chat i cor. i. 4- comforts your Souls in troubles, and that teachesyou to comfort others? that helps you a gain ft Corruptions within, and Temptations without? that conquers your Difficulties, and inables you to rejoyce in Tribulation? Ts it not the Spirit? Fph. 1.14. Is not he the earnej} of your inheritance? Hath he not feakdyou F.?b. 4. 30. to the day of redemption ^ and will yoif grieve this Spirit? Oh what an evil is this!

5. There is nothing more contrary to Chriftianity; and yet we cover our Divifions under the cloak of Religion, the very Name whereof carries Union with it. Religio i religando: It is the Bond of God upon the Soul, that binds us all to himfelf, and one to another. As God is the GodofPeace,Chr\R Eph. 6 i5. the Prince of Peace, the Holy Ghoft the Spirit of Peace, his Children the Children of Peace $ fo the Golpel you profefs, and preach, is the Gofpel of Peace, full of Precepts of Peace; you Rom. i2.i8. are, if it be pojjible-, and as much as in you lies, to live peaceably M"k 9- 5°- with all men, much more to have peace one with another ; eUe i Car. 12. i3. you violate your Baptifmal Covenant, For by one fpirit we are are all baptized into cne body, whet her we be Jews or Gentiles ^ond or free. And what an evil is this? It is Death to force a Virgin, what is it then to defile a pure and holy Religion?

4. Divifions are the caufes pf much fin. Shake a Glafs of Water that hath dregs in the bottom, and the (baking ftirs it, and (preads it all over. I have often thought of that Counfel of the Apoftle, Eph. 4. 16. Let not the fun go down upon your wrath. It muft be fpeedily fupprefled, for if we lie down in our heats, wefhallbe apt to burn all the Night. It was a Cuftom formerly in this-Nation, that every Night at the 8th hour, a Bell was rung, and then every Family was obliged to put out their Fire ; and this was called the Curfew Bell.

We have need of fiich a Monition every hour to cover the Fire of our Paffions, leaft they kindle, and burn up all. Behold bow great a matter a Itttle fire kindles, Jam. 3. j..

j. Divifions









^ttcfeg nia&e fl>nr* i7

5. Divifions are againft Love, as Error is againft Faith : It

cuts af under the bond of Peace, The great houfe isfmimn with Amos 6.ii. breaches, and the little houfe with clefts. Not only Kingdoms, but Churches are deftroyed when their Guides and Leaders are divided in opinion, and afFedion. One carps at anothers Gifts, decries anothers Miniftry, ftandii in the way of anothers Honour; like men in a Boat, one juftles another, till among them they fink the Boat it lelf. O the evil of Divifions! It was not therefore without moft cogent Reafon that Chrift prays for his ownApoftles, (Joh. 17.1i.) that they may be one. 

6. Divifions are the fruits of the Flefh. 'The Apoftle tells us The fruits of the Spirit are love, peace, gentlenejs and meeknefs, Gal. 5.22. but the fruits of the Flefl) arc hatred, variance, emulation, flrife, and en-vying*; ver. 20. So that a man can't evidence himfelf to be in the Flefh, and deftitute of the Spirit of God in any thing more than by a contentious dividing Spirit. The Apoftle lays fo, i Cor. 3. 3. If their be envying, and ftrifes, and divtfans among you, are ye not carnal? They are Salamanders that can live only in this Fire. And then I may ask, but who is their Father? For the Wifdom that is from beneath

is fenfual, and devilifh, the Mother of ftrife and divifion. But Jam.?. i5. the wifdom that is from above u pure, and peaceable. O how fad Ver. i7. is it when the Flefti thus reigns in the Children of the Spirit.

7. Divifion naturally runs into Tumult and Confufion. It makes Zion to become a Babel. It fo confounds the Language of Chriftians, that one can't under(tand another. As when a Houfe is on Fire, fome call for Water, Ibme for Ladders,fbme for pulling down the Houfe: Such is the confufion where this Fire breaks out in the Houfe of God.

8. Nothing more obftrudts the flouriming of Religion. And . how fad is it, that the Intereft and concerns of Chrift fhould

wither under our hands.

9. Nothing becomes a greater ftumbling block to turn others out of the way of God. Divifion in the Church begets Atheifin in the World. Men charge all the faults of Profeffprs upon the Religion they profels, and thereby contract fuch prejudices againft it as can never be rooted ou,t. Q what an evil is this!

10. Nothing becomes-,% greater Joy to our Adverfaries. nor gives them u greater,-ad Vantage to undermine and deftroy us.
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i8 Ctoo ^tttftg mafie

While two Birds are pecking one at another, the Kite comes

and loops away both. Our Contentions make us firft a laugh

ing-ftock, then a prey to our Enemies; and therefore they are

Hicitluut a lad forerunner of ruine. When Abrdttm went to Sacrifice

vtiit, Sec, his Ifaac, he found a Ram intangled in the Briars, which God

had prepared for a Sacrifice; and if we are intangled in thefe

Briars, we may juftly fear we are prepared to be a Sacrifice.

Thefe are fome of the many Evils which might be reckoned up, that are in the divifions of Gods People,which may ferve to fet forth the blefling, and advantage of Union. And therefore when G"od binds up the breaches of his People, and makes the two flicks one, it is a great mercy. - t: 

Shall I not make a little Application of this ? I know to whom I fpeak, which makes it needlefs j but for Sions fakg I will not Ifa.52,1. hold my peace. 

This Text affords two UfeS that fuit the end of this days appointment, which you have fet apart, partly for Humbling, and partly for rejoycing.

* i

Here is matter of Humbling, that the people ofG"od ftiould

be t Vpo fttcks. Here is matted of Reioycing that God hath made the two 

{ticks one. 

i f Let us Humble dnr felves before the Lord for our former Divifions. Is their not a Caufe? when God calls to contend by Hof. 7. 4. &re-> & 's a Token of his Anger. It is in favour to Ifrad when Ha. i9. 2. hcfets the Egyptians agaitift ike Egyptians ^ but when £f>hr*f»t, ife. 9. 21. and Manaffeh are divided, there is the Anger of God in it^ and thatfhould be matter of Mourning. And indeed the ofily way to a firm Union is to lay the foundation of it in fhame and tears for paft Divifions. Even in this feafo God lays the btams of his Hal. i04,. 3. thxmberj ift the waters, tndmakies tblc clouds hits chariot. There is no building without Mortar td hold the ftones together, irtid there it no Mortar without Water. Whefl JfrMt and Judah 
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in a Covenant Union, it is all done in Tears, Jer. 50. 4, 5.

In thofe days, and in that time, faith the Lord, the children of they And the children of Judah together , going 




and weeping they flail go and fcet^the Lord their God. They fuall ask. the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, fayixgt Come9 let M joyn our felvet to the Lord in a perpetual covenant that fiall not be forgotten. 

They ufe in Faggotting either to twift the bands with fome fapin them, or to lay them for a time in water, for when dry^they'l fnap^but they'l bend and hold the twitting when well leaked. So the deeper your Humiliation is, , the more durable will your Union be. Their is much caufe of Humbling on this account.

For the Pride of our hearts, only by pride comes contention, 

For the difhonour done to God by thefe differences.

For the reproach brought upon his ways.

For the offences and fcandals given to many, whereby their Souls have been eternally hazarded : And fhoulJ not the lenle of this affect us? Some difeafes are called opprobria medifforumt I am fure thefe are opprohria Theokgorum. O let us joyn in this one thing, to mourn together, till we havediflblved our hearts into tears, and fee if they'l run one into another, and let us refolve that nothing (hall comfort them, but peace with God, and peace with one another.

Ufe. a. When we have thus paffed through the valley of Bac/t, pfal. 84. 6. and in this fenfe made it a well, we may then go on to Bcrachah, and fit down there, bleffing and rejoycing in God, who hath' made the two flicks one in his hand. If any thing ftiould affect us, the great appearance of God fhould, wherein he hath put forth fo much of his Power, Wildom, Love, and Mercy.

Is it not a mercy you have long defired and prayed for? And God hath this day returned your prayers, like Noah's Dove, with an Olive Branch in the mouth. How long did our Fathers fow in Tears for this Harveft, and God hath relerved the reaping tkne for us their Children? And therefore lee us joy before \fy. ?. ^ bjm according to the joy in Harveft. 

This day nath the Lord rolled away our reproach, for what jofii. 5. ?. hajth been th^.reprpach we have been filled with? kit not that
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we have been a divided people, crumbling into Factions and Partics, fill'd with mutual aniinofiries and jarrs, envying and hating one another? Now God hath brought us to Gt/gal, for this day is the reproach rolled away; and fliall not God have the glory of this?

You have this day made up one great Breach at which JudgEzek. i3. 5. rnent uled to enter. Ye have^ow up into the gaps, and made Hp the hedge for the houfe of Iff ad. You have this day recovered your ftrength Divifioi> is a weakening thing: A Kingdom, a Houfe, a Church divided cannot ftand. Untwift a Cable and it is eafily broken. Divide the ftrongeft Current into many ftreams, and it becomes (hallow and weak.

You know the ftory of Sciluru-s who had Eighty Sons, on his Death-bed he caufed a bundle of Arrows to be brought, and given to them, and bids them break it; when they had tried iucceffively, they anl'wered, that it was not to be done. He bids them take them one by one, and then the work was eafie. Thereupon he tells his Sons, if ye agree together you will be ftrong, and invincible; but if you divide, you'lbeweak, and: eafily overcome. God hath in this agreement bundled up his Arrows together; he hath made the two flicks one; and this isyour ftrength in the hand of the Lord. Therefore he that (rtorietb let him glory iti the Lord. 

You have done that in this agreement that pi omiles great advantage and comfort to our brethren abroad; it is like the beams of the Sun which diffufe light and heatrta thoufands'at once. And what can pleafe and rejoyce you, who are by calling, by Duty, by Affection, Men of publick Spirits and Aims,morethanto be made fueh a blefllng to the whole Intereft of chrift through the Nation?

In this Union you have (hewed a high Conformity to Chrift, He is all for union. There is a union between him and the Father, a union between him and the Spirit, a union between hin> and the humane Nature, a union between him and all Believers. And it is fuch a union as admits of no difunion or diflblution. Nothing caa untie it : not faults and failures, not blots or blemi(hes, no fins or 1'wervings. Ah how many infirmities, negtefts, omiflions, how many weuknefles, wants, and wanderings doth Chrift fee in- us, and yet the union remains. New

when-.
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when we are like minded one to another according to Chrifl ^eliis. This highly glorifies God.

This union is an hopeful means to reconcile others to Religion, and bring them into the ways of Chrift. It is faid of the Primitive Chrittians, They walked with one accord-, ifMQv(Mt,J$ir, and what fruit had it ?jhe Lord added to the Church daily fuch' MJhonldbe faved. Afts2.45,47. How many have eftranged themfelves from Religion, and caft it off, becaufe of the feuds, and heats of its Profeffors; afraid to touch it left they burn their Fingers in the fiery contentions that are kindled by reaibn of it.'

Mr. Cotton, on the 2d, Cant. 7. 1charge you, Oye daughters of Jeritfalem, by the Roes and by the Hinds of the field, that ye ftir not «p, nor awake my love till he pleafe; fenfeth the words thus: By the Roes and Hinds are meant young beginners, perfons under ibme preparatory work towards Converfion, who are as ftiy and fearful as Roes and Hinds, who are affrighted, and run at the barking of a Dog; fo will theft at any offences in the Churches of Chrift. O now many have fallen and been turned out of the way, by the fatal ftumbling blocks, which our divifions have laid in the way of their Converfion. Now God hath this day taken away the ftumbling block, by making the tvofticksone in his hand. And fliould we not blels Goa for this?

God hath intitled you by this agreement to the many and great bleffings that are promifed in this Chapter to this work. Do but fee what promiles God makes as a confequent of it.

.1. It mall be an abiding union, Whet*God unites his people, who or what can divide them? Unions made by the policy and arts of Men for carnal ends andinterefts, maybe broken^ but a union-made by God and his Spirit fhall not be broken. There* fore it is promifed, ver. 22. Theyjhall be no more two Nations, neither fliall they be divided any more at all. That is one Mercy promifed.

2. It fhall be attended with a peculiar fanclifying work of thfr $£ irk, ver. 23.. WeitherJbaJl they, defle tkemfelves any more with,

thew 
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their deteftable things, for I mil cleanfe them. I know how thefe

deteftable things arainterpreted. But may we not underftand

them of their divifions too, and the fins caufed thereby ? I am

fare thefe are deteftable things to God, and when his people

Ezek.' i6. 6i, are macje On6j tney (hall become fo to them, working to frame 

*' andfdf-lothing, and when they become fo, they (hall be no

more defiling. For / mil cleanfe them, fays God. This is

another Mercy promifed.

3. It (hall iffue in a clofer walking in all the ways and appointments of God. So ver. 24. They jhali walk^in my judgments, and obj'erve my ftatutes, and do them. They fhall confult Divine In(titutions, and frame their Worfhip and Ways according to them. And this is another Mercy promifed.

A.. It ihall have its effeft in a clofer Covenant union to God. When his people are made one, he will renew his Covenant with them, make it more manifeft that God and they are one. A thing is faid to be then done in Scripture, when it is made more manifeft. Therefore it is faid ver. 23. So jhall they be txy people, and I will be their God. q.d. I will make it appear to all the World that thefe are the people of God, and that I am the God of this people. That is another Mercy promifed.

5. It fhall iffue in a great advantage, and advance to the Kingdom of Chrift. And hath not Chrift gained a great point among you in this union? I know you can't but fee it, and lay it. Divifion (huts Chrift out, union lets him in. This is a Bev 4. r. door opened in Heaven, for fo the Church is called. TheweYPfaJ.' 24.' 7- lufting doors are lifted up for the King of glory to come in. You have prepared the way of the Lord to his Throne, and given him an abundance entrance into his Kingdom by this thing.

Then the Lord Chrift Reigns indeed when his Church and People ferve him with one canfent, in one way? and in one Spirit. And therefore when rhe two flicks are made one, it is faid, ver. 24. David my fervantfltallke king over thtm. i. e. (hall reign in the Church more vifibly, more powerfully, more glorioufly than ever.

And therefore brethren, lift up your heads, and look for great things to refult from this great work of making the two flicks one. I am well perfwaded that G'od hath a great defign in this thingj and that it will have a farther extent than you can

forejforefee. How far it may reach ro haften the removal of all Heb. i2 27









made things,all falfe Worfhip, all humane devifings, who can

$ell? This is plain in Scripture, that Zions building, and Baby- RCy. ip.'7 23.

/oh* ruine; the Lambs Marrying, and the Whores Burning, 

do go together. The Church Militant and Malignant are like

a pair ofcallances, or the Buckets of a Well, as one goes up,

the other goes down.

The Spirit of the Lord can't be quieted till the n>hite borfa Zech. 6.6,8. have fetched his people out of Babylon, and the black horfes have fpeeded her deftruclion. When the voice from Heaven Rcv> I3, 8< once calls Gods people out of her, wrath from Heaven will quickly fall upon her.

But whatever the effect of this Difpenfation of God be without, I am perfwaded it will be great within. And therefore look for Ibme glorious appearance of Chrift both in your Churches, and Miniftry, as the refult and blefled fruit of it. For,

6. It (hall be attended with great Church Mercies. So it Is feid, ver. 26,27. / willfet my SanEiuaty in the midft. »f them, -my Tabernacle alfojhall be with them. What is this Sancluary? the Septuagint render it -rJ, <Lyt<L \ut, my holy things. It imports Purity of Gofpel Worfhip. That in Ez.dj- 43- n. explains it. Shtwthemtheformofthehoufe, and the fafiion thereof) and the going out) and the comingt in thereof and all the ordinances thereof^ and all the Laws thereof, and write it in their fight that they may kgep the whole form thereof, Ard All the ordinancts thereof^ And do them. This is letting his Sancluary and Tabernacle in the midft of us : And this receives farther light from that of John, Rev. 2i.2, 3. When he faw new Jerufalem coming down from Cod, then he heard a voice out of heaven faying, Behoid th« Tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them. Are not thele great Mercies? 

7. Nay it is fuch a Union as (hall have its effecl in a great in

treaie. Qivifiori is a (battering judgment; I will divide them Gen. 49. 7* in Jacob, andfcatter them in Ifrael. But union and concord are blefled with increafe. When were the Churches multiplied? but when they were at peace and walked together in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the holy Ghoft, Ac"b 9. 3i. Therefore C7od here doth not only promife to make them one, but ib to make them one, that they (hall thereby be many,

ver.
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. ver. 25. I will multiply them. And therefore fing 0 barren, tho* Ifa. ^4.i,3. that'didft not bear, for thonjhalt break^forth on the right hand, and on the left, and thy feedfliall make the defolate Cities to be inhabited. And this is another Mercy here promifed.

O the many Mercies that are the birth of this one Mercy! And therefore if the two flicks are made one, give the glory to him who hath made them one, and hath faid they Jhatl be one in Pfal. ii8.23. his hand. For it the Lords doing, andjhoKldbe mar-vellom in our eyes. And that the wonderful work of God may be to you matter oi lafting joy, give me leave to direct about it a little.

i. Labour to manifeft this union. If G'od hath made the two StUki one-> let it appear that they are one. Make it evident by feeking each others welfare, rejoyce in the gifts, and graces, and fuccefles of others, as if they were our own; contributing your counfels, afliftance, fympathy, and prayers for the common good. When we live and aft as they that have but one EiTence and Intereft, this makes the union manifeft, and fhews that we are in a fenfe one, as God and Chrift are one. 

2. life all means to preferve the union. God hath made the two flicks o»e,and he looks you fhould preferve the onenefs You

Kon minor tft come hardly by it, don t let it go; it hath coft many prayers

-virtu*, &c. to obtain it, and therefore we mould fpareno coft to preferve

it. What is hardly got, mould not be eafily loft: It is as much

a Duty to endeavour to keep it, as it was to feek it. Jndea

Eph. 4. 3. vouring to kgep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 




Motive 




Need I ufe any Motives to prefs this?

i. How many unities doth the Apoftle urge as Arguments for the maintaining this Unity? All things in Religion are reduced to one, that the people of God may be one, and abide one, Eph, 4 4. There is one body, andonefpirit, one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptifm; one Cod and father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. How many Ones are here to move the People of God to be one. 

ti- There it one Body.~] As Chrift had but one natural Body, fo he hath but one Myftical. Chrift hath many Members, but

he
nc nacn uui vnt eoaj, <tnu an Uiul ueiieve in c/nrilt are tnat one body. Now how monftrous is it for the Members of the feme Body to fight one againft another, to rend and tare one another -, for the Hand to pluck out the Eye, the Mourh ro tear the Hand, &c. 









What nearer then Members of the fame Body? Brethren that have been *aa?«/, out of the fame Womb, have been divided in Intereft and Affections, and have defaced all feelings of Nature. You have inftances of this in Cain and Ahl, J*c«b and Efau. But it is not fo with Members of the fame , cor. i2. 25. Body: They care one for another, and perform their feveral Offices for the common good. Now ye are not only Friends and Brethren, but Members of one Body. 

2. There is one Spirit.,] As all the natural Members of the fame Body have but one and the fame Soul, fo all the Members of the Myftical Body of Chrift, have one and the fame Spirit. One Spirit to inlighten and teach, one Spirit to fenftifie, and one Spirit to direct and lead. Why then mould they not have one heart, and one way, when they are taught and led by one Spirit? Is he not the Spirit of Love and Meeknefs?

3. There is me hope of our Calling -,] ». e. One Heaven, our hoped for Glory, to which all are called. There is one Inheritance for all the Saints; and why fhould theer not be one Heart in them that have one Inheritance. 

4. There's one Lord,~] and that is the Lord Chrift, whom we til worfhip and ferve: And (hall fellow Servants differ

that have the fame Lord? // Chrift divided? f ^ r t 

<. There is one Falth.~] One Syfteme of Chriftian Doctrine; and if their be but one Faith, why fhould we not be united therein in one judgment?

6". There is one Bitptifm.'} This is that Sacrament whereby wearediftinguifhed from the unbelieving World, and incorporated into the Body of Chrift. As many at have been ba;tiz.ed into Chrift,, have pur on Chrift. And flull we by orr dHcords unbaptize our felves, .by dividing from that Body into KvWch we were baprized ? '-.

E 7. There
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and through all, and in all ] All thei'e are to be reftrained to the Church, father of aXt by Regeneration 5 above *Ut by his .Dominion; thr$i%h dl? by his Prelence and ipecial Providence -, in all, by his Spirit and Grace.

And {hall not we be one that have 'one God? Shall .he be wer *<, and through us, and in us, and fhould not this be au ArgtK ment to preferve Union among us?

Motive 2. This .is one great end, of allChriftgvndertakings.

it. was one «nd of his cooling iato the War Id \ fbae in tht af tiwe, he might gutter togttker in awe, nil things in Christ. Efh. I. i o.

It was one end of his Miniftry; and therefore he doth fofrequenrly inculcate it. Thcfs things / command you, that ye love one another. John i5. i7. »nd John i3. 34,35.

It was much the matter of his Prayer for Believers, That they all may be one. He urges it agaia and again, no lcis then four times in three Verfes, John i7. it, 22, ^j.

It was one end of his Death, to.gAtk&r together in atre tJse children of Cod that are ftattered abroad. John 1i. 50, See fphef. 2. 14, i5, i6. 

It was one end of his afcenfion, and pouring cut of his Spirit:. It \\ as not only to unite us to God, but to one another. He is the great uniting principle; therefore the onenefs of tie 4. 3, fevers is called the unity of the Sprit. 

You fee how much the Heart of Chrift was fet upon this onenefs among his People. Is this Do motive?

3. This is an evident badge, a manifeft characler of our Diicipleftlip to Chrift. John i j. 35. By this jlwtt all men kyorv that ye are niy difciples, if ye love one another. But if ye do not, whofe Diiciples will ye be known to be then?

4. Let that of the Plahnift be a motive. How good and fieafant it is for brethren to live together in natty. Some things are good, but they are not pleafaxt; as Afflictions. Some things are pleafant, but they are not gwd; as Sins aad Corruptions. Some things are neither good, nor plcafant; as Envy and Malice : But Unity among Brethren is good and pleafiatt j and- Kb hath in it $ double excellency, for which it ftould be fought and imbraced.









5. It is an evidence that God is accomplifhing the latter day promifes upon you. -Zeph. 3. p. Then mil I turn to the people a p*re language, thut they may call upon the name of the Lord, to fer-ve him without confcnt. And Zech. 14. 9. In that day Jhafl the Lord be orte^ and hii name one. What day is that? Whet the Lord fall be King over all the Earth. 

15. Nothing puts a greater beauty and glory upon you in the eyes of others, then this .- Cant. 6. 9. My dove, my xndefiled is but one, /he is the only one of her mot her ', flie is the choict one of her that bare her. And what follows ? The daughters fatt her, and bleffed Ixr, yta^ the Queens, and Concubinei, *n& they pruifed her. Who if /he that jookgth forth at the morning^ fair M tfa Moott) clear as the fun, arid ttrribfo as an army* ditto' 




7. This is that which fecures the pretence of God with you. Live in peace^ and the God of love and peace flj*U be with yon. 2 Cor. ij.

Thefe are fome of th^ many Motives I might urge for the preserving thi* Union, which is Ib'greaira Duty upon- all the Churches; but more elpecially upon you , that are their guides and leaders; you are to go before them in it as the he goats of the Flock.

Therefore you fllould be the* great examples of if. The Fates of the Cherubims in the' Temple looked one towards another: Which fome think fignified the agreement that fhould b« afflong the Minifters- of thfe Gofpel. So the fix branches Exod. i5. of the golden Candleftick joyn'd all in one; which intimates that they who hold out the light of Truth to others fhould be one among themfelves.

Your Place, Calling, Office and Work, wherewith God hath betrufted1 you, do with a loud voice call you to this .More then the" faving your own Souls lies upon your- hands. The Glory of Chrift, the promoting his Namd and Intereft, the building up his Churcn, the enlarging his Kingdom and Dominion, are the great part committed to you.

Atfftttt ybui- Naities5 ameng the Angds who are to pour - ..'I.' E z" out
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Temple, and the rials are in the hands of the Angels that come out of the Temple. Now 1 pray mark how they are clothed, in pure and white linnen, and their breafts girded mth golden girdles. Rev. i5. 6. 7hisdenotes Purity, Peace and Unity. And how muft thefe Vials be poured out? By Preaching the everlafting Gofpel. And pray mind, the Preaching the everlafting Gofpel is faid to be the work but of one sir/gel, Rev. i4. 6. and yet the pouring out the Vials is the work of feven, to (hew their unitednels in the Gofpel, and caufe of Chrift againil Anrichrift.

Brethren, What defign God may have to honour you in making ufe of your Gifts, and Learning, and Zeal for dethroning the -Seaft, and promoting the Kingdom of Chrift, who can tell? But this 1 can tell, that it can never be done, but by a Spirit of Love and Union; and fhould we not labour to preferve it?

. 1 but how fliall it be done.

i. Labour to remove all the caufes of divifion. Lookback and fee what root our difcords fprang from? Come they Jan es 4. i. not fa^ even Oj- OKr iHfts p whatever you find to have been the caufe of them; whether Spiritual Pride, or a Contentious Difpofuion, or an affectation of Singularity, or errour of Opinion, or admiration of Metis Perfons, or a fournefs of Spirit, or an ambition of drawing Difciples after us. Let the caufe be what it will, it muft be removed, if you would have the Union preferved.

2. Take heed of paflirg rigorous Cenfures on every light occafion, and making the worlt of matters. In weighing the Actions of others, be (ure alwayes to caft in the allowance of HumaneFrailty; becaufe it is that which you expecl many grains of for your felf, when.another holds the Icale. This aufterity and fournefs of Spirit, is ufually attended with a double mifchief; it hinders Union where it is indeavoured, and k often breaks it where it is attained. Thofe ^*e«/2eJ>'x«ei that examine all things by the rigid rule of extream right, are neither
ther juit nor wne. i ney are not juit to rne K.uic, wnicn requires Moderation, and bearing and forbearing, where the cafe needs it. Nor are they wile for themfelves : For fuch, Solomon fayes, trouble their own flejh. proV. u, ,
pel do it much more tor tne Uiurcnes larety t 









3. Take heed of impropriating Chrift to a party. Acorn* monevil, but a great one. It was the fin of the Church of L.orwth ; Every vne of you faith, I am of Paul, and I of i Cor. 1.i2. ./4fO//o, and 1 of Cephas, and I of Chrift. Now the Apoftle reproves them all, as well them that faid / am of Chrift, as any of the reft. ,

But why did he reprove them? Is it not a Duty to be of Chrift, and to own him above all? Yes, in a way of Union and Communion, but not in a way of Faction and Divifion. We are to own Chrift in a way or preference above all, but not in oppofition to any. We are to exalt him as the Author of our Faith, but not fo as to (light the inftruments of our Faith, which is the fin the Apoftle here reproves. They were for prefering one Minifter to the contempt of another. One was for Paul againft Ayollo, another for Apollo againft Paul, a third for Peter againft them both; a fourth was neither for one nor the other, but for Chrift againft them all; i. e. they cryeddown all Humane Miniftry, and were for the immediate teachings of Cbrift without any means or inftruments. Now thus to fay, / am of Chrift, is a fin

For as we muft not make a Chrift of Means, by refting upon them, fo nor may we lay afide Means, expecting Chrift fliould do all without them.

Befofpr Chrift as not to defpife"Miniftry. Be fo for the Miniitry of one, as not to defpife another. Do not imprapriate Chrift to any party. It is a dividing Spirit to fay, Lv here if Chrift, or lot here is Chrift. It is to unfaint the whole March. 24. 2j, World to Confecrate our own way. And this is a provoking thing, and muft needs ftir up ftrife and envy; for every man-. is concerned when his right and title is called in queftion.

The Apoftle dilcovers another Spirit, and more truly Catholick, when he writes to this Church, i Cor. i. 2. To the faints at Corinthy and to all that in every place call upon the name of Jtfiu CbriSl our Lord, both yours and ours. He ieems to

check









Chrift"to a p«ty, as to deny and defeat all other claims. Jefar Chrift, both ttmrs and ours. Like that of Chrift, My father and your father, my Cod and your Cod. John 20. 17.

; x - See that• your Union be laid in Truth and Holinefs.




In Truth: That muft have the firft place, love the 2cc!i. 3. i?. itftth and peace. Union in Errours, in falfe Principles, is no Itii. 8. i 2. better than a confederacy againft Chrift. And fay mt a confederacy. That is a curfed accommodation that is made to the diflef vice of Religion; becaufe while we thire make peace with Men, we make a breach with God.

(2,) Let your Union be founded in Holinefs. It wifl nor

ftand if it be not ujton this bottom. Loofe Zeal is not unity%

Heb. i a. i4. b^t compliance. Follow peace mth attmcn, and holinefs; with

dttt which no man JhgU fee ihe Lord. A Man may' fee God*

without Peace, but he can't fee God without Hofinefs:

 v Peace is a fort of provifwn that will not keep if it be• nof 
\Vell faked': Therefore our Lord Chrift hath taught you how 
to preferve it r Afari^g. 59. Have fait in your fclves, and- 


have peace one with another. 
 p^:r-i -;,! "2;: ,;,--...' - :-v '. i- .-. I 


St/V^ffw©- :^ -" ^^P ^°*e in c00^1^ exercife. TWs is a tr ud principte -mi -nMtw- of .Union. It is not only the knot that ties it, burnrebomr' ')&. thatKbHsit. It is the cement' that holds' the ftones of Chrifts

Col. 3. 14. Spiritual Temple together. This w£s the facred fodder which. . .united the Primitive Chriftians fo firmly of old, that they were A&s 4.~32. of one hearty and'ope font. '. 

'- We are rinjted'ro Chrift by Faifh, bur fb one another by Eove : A ndVfefhoirid be cartful ^ftrengtheaHoth the bands; that netther of them be-broken. The true Mother4 vtould rather lofe- the Child', then lee it divided. Amdng the Romans tfiey had' a- Temple dedicated .jtrvi depo/itorio, oecaufe there they laid afide their quarrels and differences before they en'rWeSenafei Sttail Heathens lay- aiide theh* niutual
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6. Pray much for that vifdom that is from above, rvhith « pure, peaceable, gentle, Andeafietobtiutreattd. J*m. 3. i7.' f

**."-- J . "

3. Indeavour what in you lies to perfeft this Union. Nothing lefs then this will fully anfwer the Prayer of Chrift. He doth not only pray that his people may be made one, but that they may be made perfett in one. John i7. 23. And if Chrift prays for k, ought not we to indeavour it; that we may be perfectly joined together in the fame mind. And in the \ Cor. no.fame judgment f _ .

And becaule the onenefs can never be fully perfected here, therefore let us long for Heaven, where this Bleffing fhall be compleat. Here we injoy it by way of initiation, their it will be in confumwation. All partition Walls (hall then bedeftroyed. There all contrary Opinions, and differing Sentiments' fhall ceafe. Their Luther and Zmngliut, Hooper and Ridley j flail be all of a mind. Many Spiritual Gifts and Graces fhall ceafe there; whtther there be prophecies, they jball fail, or whether there be tongues, they flail ceafe. Nay Faith, Hope, Repentance, &c. they fhall ceafe too $ but Charity never fails.: i Cor. t j. e. Love and Union fhall.go with you to Heaven, and fhall be a part of the Saints felicity forever. It Ihall no more "be faid,, lam of P*tlt **utlof Apollo, but God jkallbe 




I will conclude all with a fnort Exhortation, and a Prayer as fnort. The Exhortation is in Philip. 2. five firft Venes. If their ke therefore any conflation in.Chrift^ if Any comfort of. love^ if any fellowship of tfye Jpirit, if any bowels and mercies^ fulfil ye my fjy, ihat ye be likg minded, having the fame love^ being of one accord, of one mind: Let nothing be tltoe through flrife, or vain glory, but in lowlinefs of mind let each efteem other, better then themftlves. Look^not every man on his onn things, but every man alfo on the things of ethers. Let this mind bin you which nwalftinChrift Jc/hs. That is the Exhortawon, :-i .' .'' .









and conjolation grant you to be Itkf minded one towards another, according to Chrift Jtfm, that ye may with one mind^ and one mouth glorifie GoO, even the father of our Lord Jefm Chrifl. Then will the Two Sticks be One in the hand of the Lord.

To him be glory in all the Churchet by Chrtfl Jefnt't throughout all .af'es. AMEN.




F I NIS. 




Thefe four Books are Publiflied by Mr. Matthew Mead, and 'foldbyJUbo. ParkhitrJt'mCheafJide, viz.

Spiritual wifdom Improved againft Temptadon, in a Sermon at Stefney, September \6th. i660. < 

The Almoft Chriftian Difcovered, or the falfe Profeffbr try'd and Caft, infeven Sermons.

The Good of Early Obedience or the Advantage of Eearnig the Yoak of Chrift betimes.

The Vifion of the Wheel feen by the Prophet Eiekiel opened and >rfpplyed, partly at the Merchants Leirure in Broadjtrect, and partly at Stepney on January %ith. i68*. being the day of thankfgiving to God for the great Deliverance ofthe Kingdom from Popery and Slavery.
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