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A 


Name in H E A V E N 


The Trueft Ground of Joy, 
    On LUKE x. 20. 


AND THE 


POWER of GRACE 


In Weaning the Heart from the 


WO RLD, 


On PSAL. cxxxi. 1. 


Set forth in Two Discourses 


in Commemoration of the Happy 
Birth, &c. of the Only Son of a 
Perfonof Q.UALITY. 





By the late Reverend 


Mr. M ATT HEW MEAD. 


Minilter of the Gofpel. 





Yublifhed from, the Original Copies wrote 
  out fair fit for the Prefi with the Au- 
  thor's own Hand^and by him Dedicated 


to the faid Perftm of Quality. 1 


, . t . 


hONDO N, Printed tor Edmund Farmer, at the Biih- 
  and Crown in Lombard-Street near Stocks-Marl^t; 
  Hatb.BiUier, at the Prince's Arms in Leadenball-Strca, 
  ovtr ;;g;ti»,i St. Maty Ax; and Daniel Mead, at the 
  Bible in '''ieorge-i'tttt-Oate on Sno,t-Hill. 1707. 
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dy Diana Verney, and afterwards wrote out fair for her Use and Benefit, by the worthy Author himself, as appears by his own Epistles Dedicatory affixed; and lately (among a confused heap of Papers) fell Jnto the hands of one who was well apprized of the Worth and Value- of their Author, and therefore could not pass them by unregarded with "those- other Papers. On perusing them, he found such Impresses- of the'.' Spirit;- and such Vestigia of the Wit and Parts of him whose Name they bear, that he concluded they were his genuine Offspring, and that they might (tho' preached on private Occasions, yet) be of publick Use and Service; and accordingly had thoughts of'Printing them; whereto he conceived himself warranted, seeing they were drawn up in Form, with Titles, Author's Name, and Dedications annexed,- as though they were- intended for the Prds. But this Owner
er of them though acquainted with the Stile, yet being ignorant of the Hand-writing of the Author ( and knowing how eafie and common a thing it is to invert the Sense and Meaning of a Man, by the Ignorance or Carelessness of a Transcriber) was not willing, on sarther Consideration, to serve the Publics at the expence of the Reputation of a Person he so much elteemed, by publishing those Sermons- for. Originals, which, for ought he knew,; might be only Tanfcripts; and. thus those Thoughts were laid a~ sleep until sarther Satisfaction in t-hafr matter could be obtained. At lengthdie Possessor of them ( proud of luch a Treasure ) providentially! shewed them to.- a Friend of hiS,i who perfectly: knew the Hand , andw had by him several Letters and Papers of the Author's Hand-writing,which comparing with the Affanu-:script sermons, 'the.' Hjmds ;\vere> found exactly to agree,; to the s-aA 3 'tisfaction

















tisfa&ion of Both Parties; whereupon the Design of Printing them was reviv'd, and is now executed.

This ( Render) is the Account of that-Providence which has attended these Sermons. They might have sallen into the Hands of an Enemy, who might have evilly intreated them, by committing them to the Flames, or otherwise. They might have sallen into the Hands of one who knew not the Reverend Author, and who might, on that account, ignorantly have slighted them. The Person into whose Hands they did sall, might (when he came at them) have unwittingly thrown them by without a notice, as :he had done many of their Companions before. And therefore that they have been thus preserved,- is a Ground to hope, that God hath design'd them for singular Use and Service. \ :<x>!:; .

As 









As to the Reverend Author, to expatiate on his Praises were to hold a Candle to light the Sun .- His Name and Memory is. and will be precious to every serious Christian; and if it were possible these should sail, he has not only a Name in Heaven, which shall never be blotted out, but also a Place there, whence he shall never be removed: And as for the Sermons, they are of age to speak for themselves. It is enough to say of them, that they are the genuine Issue of the Reverend Mr. Matthew Mead, from whom nothing little, nothing mean, was wont to proceed.

As the Providence of God has preserved them, so may his Blessing attend them and thee in thy reading of them.




A 4 Madam, 
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To the Honourable the Lady Diana Vernt. - Madam,.!.^ > 

I Here present Tour Honour 'with the Transcript of that Sermon which your Command, at first id Treach,and since to Write, out, made- a 'Duty, tt is a great Interest which your noble Favourshave purchased in all I cattmme, and therefore Obedience so your Commands herein k but a just Debt; 'which I was the more willing to pay, that so your Ho^ now might have a fit Opportunity for a more leisurely Contemplation of those things which your Attention and.A^eBions were so 

concerned in at the hearing. My , 

Design 
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of[ from' the' \peasantries 'os' Senje, and to be (if God 'would do me so great an Honour \ an instrumental Redeemer of your I p'eciowi Soul out of the hand of present Contentments^ 'which'the Best of w> are too 'willingly, by the strength of misguided Assertions, '. captivated to. 

The World is too little- and too fir ait for our boundless Affe* flions; the Soul is too much confined 'whilst Sense terminates its ReJpeels, becaitje this Bed is tooshort for a Man to stretch himself upon it, Isa. a8. ao. Terifhing Comforts to an immortal Soul are as.unsuitable as a short Bed to a Man of a tall Stature, there is little Mafe or Reft in one or 

the 









never rightly flaced but upon Things above: As the Strength of our Sorrows should be bestowed us on our Sins, so the Strength of our Joys Jhoidd be be/lowed upon Christ. I confess J know none who have a fair et Title to Satisfaction and Joy from an outward Condition than your Honour hatfy to whom God hath given so noble an Extract, so hopeful a Son, so fair an Estate. Job 29. 2, 4, £. The Candle of God mines upon your Head, and the Secret of God is upon your Taberna'cle: Your steps are washed in Butter, and the Rocks pour you out Rivers of Oyl. Riches- Honour:, Beauty^ 'PariSj have all conspired to make 

you 









such finite Felicities can do : yet^ Madam, the joy of a Name written in Heaven transcends all these as far as the Light of a Sun-ham doth that of a Glowworm. How happy therefore is your Honour', who (I am fully per [waded) have as good a Title to this fry as to the former; for surely that God who hath so fairly written his Law in your Hearts and his Name in your Foreheads hath also written your Name in Heaven* Which. that your Honoivrjnay^ .hy the eye of Faiths be. enabled to read in the fair ell Char after which ckvme Love can make^.wlhf hearty Tray er ofy 

'* '' t 

Madam, Your Honour's most: ... humbly devoted Servant,

Mttthw Mead. 















LUKE X. ac




* In this rejoice not^ that 

the Sprits are subject to you: but rather rejoice^ because your Names are written in Heaven. 

IT Is the Philosopher's Opinion, that Joy (considering the effects which it accidentally produceth within) doth more harm in the World than sorrow and sadness; and they give this Reason, That Joy, naturally dilating the Spirits .brings the Mind to a loose carriage, and takes the Sense of Weariness from about it: but sadness, contracting the Spirits, keeps the Mind within the limits of sobriety, and brings it to serious Thoughts. And the wife Man, in savour of this Opinion, tells us in Ecclef. 7. 3. that














Sorrow is better than Laughter-rfcr by thefzdntfrofthe Countenance the 'Heari is made better. 

- But this seems a great Paradox, that joy should hurt, aqd sadness do good, that Sorrow ftOuld'fcie better than Laughter. Is Hell better than Heaven? is not Hell a Place of sorrow? And who is raadj better by it? and is not Heaven a-Place of Joy? And who is made-worse byic? The End of all our Motions and Desires is to avoid Sorrow,Perturbation, and to attain Rested Delight, which is nothingelse1 but ifJieSabba^i 6f-!bur Thoughts, a^d/that sweet Tranquility of Mind which results from the Fruition of that Goqd Whereto otfr'Defines tl;ave barfied us*. The great End;of Religion isftypromote and. stablish the Joy of the Soul, sin. being the proper parent of Grief and Sorrow. N.ay the great End of the corning of our ' Lord Christ was to bless the World; with Peace and Joy, and therefore his Birth is called by the Angel that

pubpublished the News of it {Luke 2.1 o) good Tidings of great joy to all People, The End of his Doctrine was to fill them with Joy; Sti John 15. u. These things have I spoken to you that my Joy might remain in you, and that your Joy might he full. 









This then being the End of all our Desires and natural Motions, the End of Religion, the End of Christ's coming and Doctrine, to fill us with Peace and Joy in believeing; it no way interfered! either with the Opinion of the Philosopher, or the Doctrine of the Preacher to' averr, that Joy is better than Sorrow, as Peace is better than Trouble, Light better than Darkness, Sweet better than Bitter, and Heaven better than Hell; the one being a Place of boundless Joy, the other a Place of endless Sorrow. That Joy therefore which the Philosopher charges with such mischievous Consequences, and which Solomon prefer's Sorrow to, is that which results from the Presence and Fruition of improper and B 2 r









unsuitable Objects, or Which runs into excess and inordinacy, into which the Nature of Man, since the Corruption and Disorder of the Faculties and Passions, is too apt to degenerate: For this is certain, that there is nothing we can delight in much, without sin, but those things that lie most remote from Sence, the things of the invisible World.

And hence it is that our Lord Christ-here in the Text, calls off his Disciples from rejoicing much in that which yet was as lawful and likely a Cauie of Rejoycing as any, 'viz,. Victory over infernal Spirits, and Successes against the Powers of Darkness; to fix their Joy upon a <3ood, nfinitely to be preferred to that, and desired before it, and that is, a Name written in Heaven. Notmthfianding in this rejoice not, that the Spirits are subject to you; but rasher rejoice, because your Names ars written in Heaven. 

In the Words vou have,









A Prohibition, 
An Exhortation: 


Somewhat from which they are dehorted, somewhat to which they. are invited.

That from which they are dehorted is, rejoicing in their Success over infernal Spirits, rejoyce not in this that the Spirits are subject to you. 

That to which they are invited is, to rejoyce in a Mercy of a much nobler Nature, and that is, their. Share and Interest in the Glory and. Blessedness above; Rejoice that your Names are written in Heaven. 

I shall begin with the Prohibition, and speak a little to that, Notwithfianding in this rejoice not, that the Spirits are subject to you. 

You will think a ('rejoice not) very unwelcome Entertainment when the Work you come about is to rejoyce, to remember the Mercy of this Day, the Pangs and Throws the Lord brought you through on this Day, thehopeful Sonthattook his Birth and Breath from this Day.. B 3 Thisv















This was doubtless a very great Mercy, if the Mother had been spared, though the Child had died, there had been Mercy in that, but that the Lord should preserve the Root and the Branch both; make your Honour the Mother of a' Child,<and that Child a Son, and that Son perfect, notaMonster^ not misshapen, not born Blind, not Dumb, not Deaf, not deformed and crooked: How many Mercies are in this one Mercy! Now to affix u rejoice wt, upon such a Cause of Joy as this, seems very unwelcome and unseasonable.

But I hope by that time I have done you will justify my choice of this Text, which hath not the least Design to suppress your Joy'; but to raise it from Objects offense to Spiritual Delights, from lower and lesser Mercies to greater and higher Priv'iledges,from a Name on Earth, to a Name in Heaven.

Rejoice not in this that the Spirits are subject'to you:' 









This Prohibition of our Lora Christ doth clearly imply that .thjs casting out of Devils,; by the Powejof the Disciples Ministry in ttis Name of the Lord Jesus Christ,- was matter of great joy to them ;f and one would think, if any thing: injt}i^ World could justify the running pus of their Joy below God, this casting out of Devils might.

For I. it was a great an,d miraculous Gift of Jesus Christ. .-iri? <»t

II. It was a Gift foretold by. the Prophets,as reserved for Gospel time,

III. It was a Victory over the most potent Enemy, ^ that laughs to scorn ajl humane Power^ a stronger than he must come and-bind him. \

IV. It was a Victory very conducing to the Honour of the Lord Cfyrist, that l>is: naked Disciples in W -Name alppe^ 'could make-the Powers of Hell submit and stoop ; so that certainly here was in the Success of this Service sufficient cause of Jo.yl($9 the Disqiples; apd yet saith our toed Chrift -to them, Notpith

B 4 jianding 
flmiing. in this rejoyce not. It is not an absolute Prohibition, but rather we may call it a cautionary Limitation, Rejoice not so much in this; though it was a true Ground of Joy, yet the Lord Christ takes them off from it, by raising- their Hearts aboVe it, to a higher and nobler Cause of Joy; and that for a twofold End.









i. To free them from the Danger of spiritual Pride, which is very apt to insinuate it self into our rejoycing: The Success of Duty is too too apt to puff up and swell us beyond our Proportions. The Prosperity of the Creature in its Attempts, becomes a Temptation to sacrifice to tts own Nety and burn Incense to its own Drag. When spiritual Pride mixeth it self with our Joy in God, we take from him more than we give to him, weYob him of his Glory, whilest we rejoyce in his Mercy.

Therefore the Lord Christ takes them off from this to a higher Object, the. Devils are subject to you, it is true ; the Power of the Golpelin . • your
your Mouths and Ministry, hath cast Satan like Lightning from Heaven, it is true, and I know that your Hearts are filled with joy; for .so ir is said in the 17th Verse, They returned again withJ0/:, Well, saith the Lord: Christ, Notwithstanding in this re Joycemt, why should your Affections, Determinated in these Things, wherr you have a nobler Object for your py to dilate it self upon, and that is, the Electing Love of God, your' Portion intheeternalManfions..









Your joy in the fubduinglnfernalSpirits may be your share, whilstthey are subjected to you one Way, spiritual Pride may subject you tothem another; and so though you^ conquer, yet they will overcome y Therefore in this rejoice not. 

2. To teach us that no external Mercy should terminate the Delight ofourSouls,bui: that we should use alloutward Benefits as a Ladder whereby to ascend to God in otw Affections.

The Way to allay and moderate'.

the Joy of the Soul, in common and

B $. pre-
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(tab-cad out BtevJlsy and yet Jgd^. was caft otft himsdsf. s' ; ! o :-/ J /

(That'In joy mem, whatever it be (be it Gifts, be it Relations, be it Honours) which may. be. seperated, fkotn the Love.ofi'.Godiia Cfaristj can be no true Ground of Rejoipingi Therefore what our Lord Christ faith of casting out of Devils, I may ^upon a. Parity; or Superiority of Reason) ipj!i.6£';ah\ things. 'below which wje plaee our Contentment in, and look upon as matter of Joy. Nottvithfianding in this rejoice not. 

Reaf 2. It is a Vanity to rejoice much in any thing; which we cannot rejoice in. long* What thfe A'pftstle. faith, i Corinth. i$. 8. Prophecies /ball fail, Tongues shall cease, Kjwve~ ledge, .pall I vanish.: avuay- ;' the fa me I may fay dt all eommoa and sublunary Mercies and Comforts, they shall fait and vanish. The Fashion of this. World paffeth away, i Cor.. 7. 31. >i 'What Pleasure can that Man take iti^s-Expedition .whose. Voyage 'is fori a Year, and his Victual but sou
a Day? who fets out for Eternity with the Fleafut'es and Contents of nothing but Mortality ? Therefore though yqu may have all that Heait eari wifh of the Comfort and Profperity of this World*, yet Notwitb-. Jtanding in this re Joyce not. ;. :i 'j 









Reaf. 3. Why fhould we rejoice much in that which cannot refcue us out of the Hands of eternal Mifery? None of thefeihiogs we glory in can:-They are poor lying Delights, which like Jordan, empty all their Swcetnefs into a ftinking and fulphufious Lake. , ...

When I fee t\\e rich Man in the Parable clothed with purple. And fine Lin»en, and faring fumptuoufly ezvrj .Oay, Luke 16. 19. methinks I could wifh my Lot might lie at Jijs Table, rather than with an Uk#rteus Laza.'as begging for Crumjr£ at his Door; but when I look again and find him paying his Reckoning in tormenting Flames, who would havej his Pomp and Glory at this Price? He buyeth

his
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his Pleasures too "Dear, who pays for- them with the Loss of his Soul.

May we have all the Comforts that this World can afford, and yet die. comfortless ? May we be rejoicing in our Relations to Day, and yet shut out of all Relation to God to Morrow? then whatever y/e possess df the Comforts of this World, yet notwithstanding in this rejoyce )«<tfi;jo v. 'j / ': y' s' ;.' /; 11

But ratjaer re Joyce because your Names are written in Heaven. 

And this brings me to the Exhor-. tation, in which the true Ground of a Christian's Joy is propounded, and preferred before all other. Rejoice not in this, &c. but rather in that, that your Names are written in Heaven. Joy in this Mercy is not absolutely prohibited, .but a higher Joy is preferred; an Interest .in Heaven is anotherguife Mercy than casting out Devils on Earth:, and' therefore rejoice ifiuch more jn this thart that, t The Expression is Mv manner of Speech, much like that of our Lord r . Chr^
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Chrifr, iff John 6. 27. Labour not for the Meat that perijheth, bat for thai. Meat which indureth to ever lofting Life. thatis,Labour not fo much for this as fot that, or rather for that than this.

Let us a little confider therMxpeefc fiorij Rejoice becaufe jour Names: latfi written in Heaven* I o£>

The Lord Chrift might have faid, Rejoice in your £)ifoiplefhip to riie> that I have called you out of the: World; when not many wife Men after the Flefh, not many Mighty, not many Noble are called, 1 Corinth. 1. 26.

.Re'yoyce that ye have followedxnte in the. Regeneration, and that yh'aW\ become new Creatures, whefc ihei'#hb/e WorldIkth in Wickednefs, j Jon. 5. * 9. / Rejoyce that ye are inlightrted in theMyfteries br the Gofpel,whefy they are h'idfromthe Wife and Prudent y Mat. 11. 2<j. But if Chrift had fk*d their Joy in any of thefe, then the-, Fountain andC&ufe of all had been hid, and'thereforetbut Lord Chrift leads them to the Fountain fr<>m -whence all thefe Privileges are de-1
rive.d,and that is,the electing Love of God, this being the Cause of all future Good to the Creature. -: Areye called out of the World ? It is becauseyou*'Names are writteninHeaven.
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Are y'e begotten of God,' ahdborrt: again ?. It 'is because your Names are mitten in Heaven. «' ''''•/<

Are ye taken into Memberships) Christ, andthereby become the Sons. and Daughters oi God? It is because your Names are written in Heaven.

Have you the Earnest of your Inheritance in the Sealings of the Spii! rit upon yottr Hearts r It is btckujtyour Names are written in Heaven.. 

Can ye subdue Corruptions with-'' in, and resist Temptations without?' Are the Devils subject to you? It is; because your Names are written in'. Heaven. Therefore rejoice not so much because the Spirits are subject to you\'' but rather Rejoyce because your Names nrc Written in Heaven. 

Query, But what is means by having our Names written in Heaven?''' How must we understand this?'









'•.«.

Jfistv. The Name is in Scripture Phrase frequently put for the Person. Acts I. 15. The Number of the Names together were about an Hundred, and Twenty ; That is, the Number of the Persons* Revel.j.4, Thou haji a few Names in Sardis, which have not defiled their Garments. A few, Names, that is, a few Saints in Sardis. So that we are not to understand .. it, as if God did Laterally- write down the Names of Men \ but the Expressions to shew us what a Peculiar and Distinct knowlege God hath of Persons in the World.

When our Names are said to be written in Heaven, it is a way. of Speaking borrowed from the Customs of Men, whose Names are Registred. and Inrolled in some Publick Records, to keep in Memory, and assure them of their Freedom and Privilege in that Corporation. The Apostle in Pkilippians 4. 3 Speaks of Names written in the Book of Life; whose Names are in the Book of Life. And in Revel. 13. 8. ye Read'

of
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of Names written in the Book of the La mb. All that dwell upon Earth (ball Worship the Beast, whose Names are not written in the Book of Life of the Lamb Jlain from the Foundation of the vVorld. And here in the Text, ye Read of « Name written in Heaven. 

They that have an Interest in the Electing love of God, that are his Chosen Ones, their Names are written in the Book of Life. But these lying- in a sallen State with the rest of the lost World, must be redeem'd with the Blood of Christ, and when they come to share in the redeeming Love of Christ, then they may be said to have their Names written in the Book of the Lamb. 

And when the Spirit of Grace hath changed and sanctified them, and given them a Right to eternal Life, then their Names may be said to be written in Heaven. 

If ye share in the electing Love of God, ye shall also share in the redeeming Grace of Christ; and if ye are redeemed by Christ, ye shall

share









fliare in the renewing and fanQrjfy-. ing Work of the Spirit.' . ,; .trr \ 

If-your Name b£.written in fh$ Book of Life, it fhill be wtitten in the Book of the Lamb; and if it be in the Book of the cLamo* it (hall be written in Heaven, and if it be .written there^. jdienc RejdicejiottbM the Spirits- are fubjecf to ya/t.; But rathef Rejoyce, iecauje your Names are written in Heaven. .., .. n: . >.'

, But I conceive tliat all thefe various Phrases of the Holy Ghoft, fignify one and the fame Thing, to be written in the Book of Life, and in the Book of the Lamb, is all one in Senfe with this Phrafe before us in the Text, of having our Names written, in Heaven. '. . . 

Now the writing our Names in Heaven, imports and implies Three Things* ..-.:- , :i.-i'.s ,-.'i

i ft. The Foreknowledge of God; the Names of Believers are faid to be written in Heaven, becaufe they are as certainly and as diftin&ly

known









known to God, as if their Names were written and recorded there.

God is said not to know the Wicked, Matthew 7. 23. But he knoweth all that are his, you only have J known of all the Families of the Earth, Amos }> 2. The foundation of the Lord fiands sure, having this Seal, the Lord knows them that are his, 2 Tim. 2. 19.

2d. The writings our Names in Heaven, implies an Interest in the Electing Love of God, Philip. 4. $. whose Names are written in the Book of Life; that is, who are in an elected State, chosen to Salvation and eternal Life. The Book of Life is God's immutable and eternal Decree,wherein, as in a Book, the Names of the Elect are written.

$d. The Writing the Name implies and supposes the begetting Faith in the Heart. A Man's Name may be said to be written iri Heaven, when he can by Faith apply the Promises-ofv Life and 'Glory to his Soul, and fee his Part in them, and 'Title
Title to them.









A Man's Name is then written in Heaven, when by Faith in Christ he doth obtain a Right to the eternal Inheritance; and I will add this, when by a constant growth in Grace and Sanctification, he doth labour after a fitness for Participation and Possession.

For yoismust know that there is a double Right to Heaveny which every one must have that would Inherit.

There is a Right of Inheritance, and a Right of Fitness.

The one is appendant to Faith, the other is annexed to the utmost Degrees of Grace and Holiness.

Faith gives a Title to Heaven and Blessedness; we have a Right of Inheritance granted by Christ upon our first Believing, John i. 12. To as many as received, him, to them gave he Power (in the Greek it is rather, he

save them the Right or the Prividge) to become the Sons of God:' And

it
k is a great Privilege indeed, it is given but to few.









Behold what manner of Love the Father hath bestowed us on us, that we should be called the Sons of God, I John J.!I. This is the new Name in the white Stone, which none can know but they that receive it, Rev.

2. 17.

But then there is a Right of Fitness, and this liesin our Attainments in Grace; when we are sanctified throughout, when Grace is improved to the utmost, and our Measure filled up, then we have a Right of Fitness for Heaven, and a State as Glory.

We are decreed to this State by the Eternal Love of God from before the Foundation of the World; we are redeemed to it by the Blood and Death of Jesus Christ; we are called to it by the Preaching of the Gospel; but we are not actually en-tered into it, till we are renewed and sanctified by the Holy Ghost.

There









There are four Doctrines which the Words of the Text afford to us.

Doftr. i. That rejoycing in outward Mercies is warrantable; the Lord Christ doth here allow of it,even when he preferreth the joy of a Name written in Heaven before it.

DocJt. 2. That when the Lord vouchsafeth us any Matter of Rejoicing in the Mercies and Blessings he bestoweth upon us, the best of us are too prone to take up with a carnal selfish Joy ; this Doctrine is imply M in that, Rejoice not. 

Doclr: i. That-though rejoicing in outward Mercies is good 'and warrantable, yet to terminate our Joy, and let our Hearts rest in them, is evil and sinful. - >'"> r '' .. -:ii

Rejoice not in this, that is, not in this as the chief Good, not as the highest Cause- of Joy, not so as to hinder your Hearts from a higher and nobler Matter of Rejoicing.

DoBr. 4. That a Right to, and Interest in the Glories of the World to come, is a greater Ground of Joy

than
than any thing this World can afford. The greatest Ground of Joy imaginable is to have a Name written in Heaven. . >'; ?!• shall pass by th& Two-former Doctrines, being onty im^lyed- in •the Text, and speak a little to the Third, to make way to the Last, which I chiefly intend to insist upon.









Doffot£ ^bat though rejoicing

in outward Mercies i£ goodJ and

warrantable^ yet to terminate our

joy, and let our Hearts rest in them,

isevctandsihfuk

''•'ft proceeds from an evil Cause, '»' -It hath-'an evil Effect* •

i. It proceeds from an evil Cause, and thai is inordinate Love ofasensual Objects; for Joy in any; tlmigis-ptfoportioiVe^to'LloWwfe never rejoice, much1 in any thing but what we love much, now to have the choicest Respects of an immortal Soul, laid ou^u|fony-arid center in present and perishing C-omfotts, k & great Evil.'

2. It hath an evil Effect ; hereby' God is disparaged, the Lord Christ

desdespised, the unseen Glories neglected, the Soul in Danger of being misled and ruined. See Job 21. from the 7 tli Verse to the 1.5th.









3. We hereby make^a wrong We of the Mercies of God, which are given to raise our Hearts, not for out Hearts to rest in; to elevate Our Affections, not to terminate them; toPully our Hearts up, not to Swallow them up. ;.>„'

Present Injoyments should be as a Glass for the Soul to take a view of the Goodness of God in ; David saith, The Earth is. full of bis Goodness, Psal. 55. 5. you may injoy God in every Creature, and have an account of his Goodness from every Comfort.

To the believing Eye there is aTransparency in the Creature; Faith can see divine Goodness and Bounty beaming thro' every Mercy; and they that cannot, can never rightly; use them, nor - innocently injoyf them.

The









The sensual Heart makes a Cloud to hide him, of that which God madeforaGlals, in which we might fee him. God made it for a Window to let in the Light of his Love, and we make it a Curtain to shut it out.

To let our Hearts rest in present Mercies, is to make them our Images, our Idols, and this is the highest Abuse of Mercy.

i. This God hath exprefly forbidden, Thou {halt not make to thyself the Likeness of any thing in Heaven above. Exod. 29. 4. To make the Creature our chief Good, is to'put it in the Room and Place of God, and make to our selves an Image like God.

2. Thishazzards the Continuance of our Mercies: When once we begin to set up Idols, it is time for God to pull them down : When ooce our Hearts center in them, he will quickly remove them, one ot' these Two things God always doth in this cafe. . ,

. C Ei









Either he takes our Comforts from us to recover our Respects to himself, or if he leaves them with us, then he withdraws himself.

Application. 

Would you not then that your Hearts should terminate in any thing below? Hearken then to a double Exhortation.

i. Whatever you Love, let it be also your Fear; Fear will be a Bridle to Love, nothing hath such Advantage upon us to Steal our Hearts from God, as the Things we love and delight in. Have you a Child or Relation you love, a Friend or Companion you love, &c. O be jealous of them, for these, like Wine, and New Wine take arvay the Heart. H0T.4. fi'v

If what you love be not your Fear, it will be your Loss and Sorrow;'if Samson had feared his Delilah as much as he loved her, he bad sav'd both his Locks and his Life. Solomon's Wives became his Woe,

fondling
Fondling Children oftrn repay their Parents Dotage in Tears and Troubles, being Thorns in their Sides, and a Grief to their Soul: Whatever thou overlovest look to find it thy- . Cross or thy Curse.









2.Then live above the Pleasures of Senle; what have you no nobler Delights? Have you not a God to delight in? A Christ to solace your Souls in Communion with? What a poor thing it is to put your Souls off with those Delights wherein the Bruits have as great a share as you! Where is peace with God ?i Where is joy in the Holy Ghosti? Where is Peace of Conscience? Where is the Hope of Glory? Where is a Name written in Haven? These are the only proper Pastime for immortal Souls. And this leads me* to the Observation I chiefly aim at.

DoBr. 4. That the highest Ground of Joy immaginable is to have aIS!ame written in Heaven. An Interest'* in the Glories of the other World is. a truer and nobler Cause of re

c 2 pyvinjLi
joycing than any thing that this World can afford.









I need produce no other Proof of the Truth of this Doctrine than the . Authority of the Text it self; it stands clear in the Light of its own Evidence; the Lord Christ himself bath said it, and therefore we ought to believe it is so.

But why is it so?

Read. A Name written in Heaven is a rich Result of Electing Love. Love is the most comfortable Attribute in God, the best Name the Creature, kjfaws him by. God is Love, i John-4. 16. There are three things to be! considered in it.

•1. Love acts with a Priority to all other Attributes \ Wisdom contrives the Good and Felicity- of the Creature; Tower and Providence maturate, and bring the Contrivements of Wisdom to pass; but Love hath the first hand in the Work. It was Love that first summoned the great Counsel held by all the Three

PerPersons in Elohim,when neither Men nor Angels existed.









It was Love that first pitched upon the Son, and laid him as the Foundation of the whole Structure of Man's Salvation and Blessedness. Love sent Christ into the World, •Love put him to Death, Love made him an Offering for Sin, Job/t $. 16. All the Attributes of God act in the Strength of Love, and all the Providences of God follow the Motions of Love.

2. Electing Love is the proper Source of all our other Mercies, so the Apostle makes it, Ephefi 1st. 3d, 4th. Who hath bleffed us with all spiritual BUffings; How so? according as he hath chosen us in Christ \ and what those spiritual Blessings are he tells you v. 6. he hath made us accepted in the Beloved. 

In whom we have Redemption through his Blood, the forgiveness of bins according to the Riches of his Grace, v. 7.

/''' C3 'He 









He hath abounded toward us in all Wisdom and Prudence, v. 8.

Having made known to us the Mystery of his Will, v. 9.

In whom we have obtained an Inheritance, v. 11. that is, a Name written in Heaven. All which the Apostle resolves again into Electing Love, V. 11. being predef mated according to the Purpose of him who works all things according to the Counsel of his own will. 

3. Love is the only Attribute which God hath acted to the utmost: we have never seen the utmost of his Power, what God can do; but we have seen the utmost of his Love; He hath found a R anfomfor lost Souls; Job 3 3. 24. He hath laid help upon one that is mighty Psal. 89. 19. He hath tabermcltd Divinity in Flesh, I Tim. }. 16. made his Soul an Offering for Sin, laid upon him the Iniquity of us ally Isai. 53. 11. made us the Righteousness of God in him, 2 Cor. 5. 2 1. accepted us in the Beloved, Ephes. I. 6. made us to ft together in Heaven

ly 
ly Places in Christ 'Jesus, Ephes. 2. 6. written our Names in Heaven. How can divine Love put forth greater Efforts of it self than these?









It is infinite Love, and it gives the Soul Interest in an infinite Good, jntitles it to an infinite Blessedness, and so fills the Soul with an infinite Satissaction.

And is not an Interest in Electing Love the highest Cause of rejoycing? The Scripture compares the Love of God to Wine, Cant. 1. 2. New Wine is said- to make glad the Heart, Psal. 104. 1 5 but the Love of God is better than Wine, Cant. 4. 10. it gives a, Name in Heaven, which causes an • eternal Rejoycing.

Reaf. 2. A Name written in Heaven is a Mercy with a Distinction, a peculiar appropriated Priviledge; David prays, Pfd. 106.. 4,'5. Remember me, 0 Lord, with the Favour thou bxrest to thy People; but the Hebrew reads it thus, Record me, 0 Lord, in the good Will of thy People. God in good will to his People reC 4 cords
cords their Names in the Book of Life, and there David would be recorded too; and why? That 1 may see the Good of thy Chosen, that J may rejoyce in the Gladness of thy Nation, that I may glory with thine Inheritance. Nothing is so great a Cause of rejoycing and glorying as this.









What if God give you Life, Riches, Relations, Honours? There is no Distinction in all this; can you prove your Title to the Love of God by any, or all of these? Solomon fays no, Ecdefiastes 9. 1. No Ma/t knows love or hatred by all that is before him. A Man may have Life, and -yet be dead to God, dead in fin; a Man may be Rich and yet wretched, we may have Children, and yet be our selves Children of Wrath 'sotall that; God doth not love us in giving us Sons, unless he give us his own Son: A Man may have Honour and yet not be honoured of God; Herod was honoured of the People, and yet eaten up of Worms, Atfs 12. 21, 22, 23.

Pe
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Peculiar Mercy causes peculiar- rejoycing, common Mercies can cause but common Joy; a Name in Heaven is a Mercy with a Distinction, this is not the Lot of all, the Names' of the greatest part of the World are written in the Dust, Jeremy 17. 1 ?. All that forsake tbee shall be ajhamed, their Names {ball be written in the Earth, because they limie forsaken the Lord, the Fountain of living Waters. The Expression hath much in it, it travels with a Curse.

The Earth is opposed to Heaven; as a Name in Heaven imports the greatest Happiness, so a Name written in the Earth implys the greatest Misery. "- 'y 

The Earth is a Place of short Duration, it lliall not last always; Heaven (that is the lower 'Heavens And Earth/ballpass away, our Lord Christ says, Matt. 5.18. A Name written in the Earth implys a short Duration, a Name of no Continuance; fofaysBildid of. the Wicked, fob 18. C 5 16 j His. 









16. His Roots shall be dried up beneath, and above fljall bis Branch be cut off. 

The Earth is a Place of Putrifaction and Corruption ;what is buried in the Earth soon turns to Rottenness. so that a rSLame in the Earth implies Rottenness, according to that of Solomon, Proverbs 10. 7. the Name of the Wicktd (halt rot. 

The Earth isa Place of Oblivion, what is written in Heaven is recorded for. ever, but what is written in the Dust is soon forgotten; so says Bi/dad of the Wicked, Job 18. 17. His R. emembrance shall perish from the Earth, and he jhall have no Name in tbeStreet. .. .'

V. 18. he shall be driven from Light into Darkness, and chafed out.of the World. ./':'.. . .: [;. :.i ,''.;-;;-:

: V. 19. he shall neither .have Son nor Nephew among his People, nor any rewarning in his Dwellings. 

• V„ 21. -surely- such are. the Dwellings of: the Wicked,- and this- is jbt. Plate- of. bwi that knows- not Cod, . 1 ;.' ..-' .(-.:

The









The Earth is designed for burning; it is decreed to be Fuel for the Conflagration of the great Day, when the. Lord, Christ flodl be revealed from Heaven in flaming Fire, 2 TheC 1. 7, 8. So faith the Apostle, 2 Peter 5. 10. 7 be Day of the Lord will come, in which the Heavens (ball pass away with a great Noise, and the Elements shall melt with fervent Heat, the Earth also, and the Works that are therein shall be burnt us. Whatever is of Affinity to Earth must feel the Flames 9s that trying Day, not only the Element of Earth, but the Treasures of the Earth, the Pleasures of the Earth, the Names written in the Earth, earthly Affections, earthly Fruitions,-earshly Designs, earthly Hearts,, all rouft together; make Fuel forthatFirer For.the Earth and all the Works that are therein shall

bejburnt up*

.. L[^#u' fee whgt; a. Curie a Name .wfiften in'thevEarth is, and yet the Names of the greatest part of Men and Women in the World are writ

'.'. .,' tea
ten there ', to have a Name written in Heaven is the Portion but of few, it is a special Privilege by which the Lord doth distinguish his from the rest of the World; and therefore to have a Name in Heaven, is Cause of Rejoycing indeed.









Rets. 3. A Name written in Heaven speaks the Soul in the highest Relation to God; you are his Children, his Sons and Daughters, the Adopted of the Lord, and what greater Ground of Joy imaginable?

Whatever Excellency there is in the Relation, the Benefit of that Excellency redounds to tHe Correlate by Virtue of the Tie of that Relation. '.'*..

What is if that first eft>ath§ your Child with Honoui^nd Narne,: but the Nobleness of his Descent; and how comes your Honour and Greatness to descend upon him but by being' Of the same Blood ? It is the nearness of the Relation that intitles him to all. So all that is in God, all his Excellency's, all his Attributes,
butes, his Wisdom, his Power, his









Love, his Justice,- his Providence,

all are yours, and work for your

Benefit and Advantage by Virtue of

this Relation.

There is a twofold Relation to

God.

, _, . . <v of Servants, A Relation £ of Sons>

But the Difference between them is very great, especially in five things.

1st The Relation of Servants isa common Relation; . all the Creatures in: the World are Gpds Servants, as he is the great Master and Householder of Heaven and Earth. God hath Servants of all forts,Good and Bad; he hash good and faithful Servants, Matt.2 5^.23.-and he hath wicked and Jbthful Servants, V. 26. he hath some that Honour him, and some that Honour him not, but rebel agaihst-himv God hash many Servants that take Wages' of hirqi but do the Devils Work.

All Creatures stands in-this Rela.. . "tion
tion to God, the very Devils themfelves are fubject to his Command, every Kjiee bows tohimy both of things in Heaven, and things in Earth, and things under the Earth, Phil. 2. 10^









But the Relation of Sons js a peculiar fpecial Relation, that appertains but to few. God hath many Servants, but he hath but few Sons; he hath many in Subjection, but Few in this Relation: Ail are his Subjects, but all are not his Sons and Daughters.

2. The Relation of: Servants is a mercenary Relation; the Duty of that Relation is drawn forth by the Rewards of it; Servants work for Hire, it is Wages they chiefly look at. God hath;many fuch Servants^ that are meerly. mercenary?in, all their Duties. They know, God is a good Mailer, pays well, and keeps a good Table; his Commands are i<wl,: and;- his.Rjewands- a4# Dountilulj .thercfcse, they owa^i^ As many followed the Lord Chrijh, when he was upon Earth, jnpt be

caufc









cause of his Miracles, but because of his Morsels; not because they would be saved, but because they did eat of the loaves, and were filled, John 6.26. It was not for the sake of his Person, but his Provision; not out of love to the Truth, so much as the Trenchard. The Lord Christ hath many such Servants now. that call themselves the Servants of Christ, and Ministers of Christ, but they are but TrenchardChaplains to him. It is the Salary they look at, more than the Service; Dignities, more than Duty; the Preferments of the Church, more than the Concernments of it.: They have the Flesh-hook of the Law in their Hand, 1 Sam.2.13, A 4* often to/ serve themselves, but the Book of dieLaw is in their Hand.but seldom^ whereby they should save themselves, and them that hear them, 1 Tim.^ 16. Tijese follow Christ indeed, but it is> for the Loaves.-, noWages^no Work :i Zi\ke-thes&in Malachy, ch..J.-14- that cry out,Wh*t ProfitisJUa-firve God I 

But















But now the Relation of Sons is more ingenuous: Sons obey and serve in Ingenuity; not for Reward, but Duty , they Labour, because they Love. Not but that the Children of God may look at the Rewards promised. Moses was Ingenuous in all his Performances, and yet he had a Respect to the Recommence of Reward, Hebr. 11. 26. Christ was a Son in the highest Relation, the Son of God's choicest Regards, Matth. 17. 5. and yet it is said of Him, in his enduring the Cross, and despising the Shame, that He had an eye to the. 'Joy this was set before him, Hebr. 12. 2. A Dutiful Child may look at his Inheritance; yet he would pay the Obedience os Children, though he were to receive no Father's Blessing. . , .!;':'J :: :; \

»' *

j. The Relation of Sons, is a Communicative Relation : The Relation of a Servant is not so. A Master dothnot impart all his Mind, nor disclose his Secrets to. his Ser









vant ; he lays upon him his Commands, but doth not betrust him with his Secrets. So saith our Lord Christ, John 15. 1$. Henceforth I call you not Servants, for the Servant knows not what his Lord doth. But a Father will disclole and communicate his Heart to his Child; he will tell all his Mind, and Will, and Counsels, to his Son. 

4, The Relation of Servants gives no Claim; it doth not intitle them to the Estate of their Lord: The Law allows them a present Maintenance, but no Share ir* the Inheritance.

But the Relation of a Son, is Intitling; it gives a Claim: By Virtue of his Son/hip, he hath a Title to what is his Father's; his Father's Riches, his Father's Honours, &c. 

If you are the Children of God, you are born Heirs, and your Inheritance is the greatest in this World or the next; for God Himself is your Portion; and all He is, and

all









all He hath, is the Lot of your Inheritance. 

5. The Relation of Servants is not lasting; it is Arbitrary, founded in Will and Pleasure: You take one Servant, and put away another, Vt your Pleasure. But the Relation of a Son, is abiding, it lasts for Ever, to the end of Being: So says our Lord Christ, John 8. 3 <{. The Servant abides not in the house for ever, but the Sen abideth ever. If you are the Children of God, you are taken into a Lasting Relation that shall never end,: God is your Father for ever, and you are his Children for ever; it is an Everlasting Relation.

How should we rejqyce in this near Relation to the Great God! Sons and Daughters of God, is the highest Title I ever heard of in the World. David was made but Son-in-Law to a King, not born a Son; he was not of the BloodRoyal, but by Favour taken in and

made
made a Son, and it was but a Sonin-Law neither, by Marriage, and this Sonship was but to a King, that dies like other Men, Psal. 82. 7. and yet the Thoughts of it wrought to astonishment in him : Seemeth it a light thing to you to be Son-in-Larv to A Kjng f 1 Sam. 18. 25. Wlfifc is it then to be taken into an Eternal Sonjhip to an Everlasting Father, before whom the Kings of the Earth are as Grafijoppers ; that bringeth the Princes to nothing, and maketh the fudges of the Earth as vanity, Isa. 40. 22, 23.









Re as. 4. A Name written in Heaven, gives an assured Hope of Heaven: We are by this, for ever set free from all sear of miscarrying. If ye have a Title, never question the Possession: If the Right be yours, ye shall surely Inherit. When you look over a company of Deeds, and fee the Name of such a particular Person run through them all, and exprelsly mention'd in the Conveyance,
veyance, and all things run in his Name'; you conclude that Estate his, it belongs to him, and will come to him, for all the Law in the World is on his side.









It is so in the Case in hand ; if ye have a Name written in Heaven, wte Estate is yours, the Conveyance is made to you : The Covenant is the Main Deed, which is sealed in • the Blood of Christ, and therein the Inheritance Is made-oves and conveyed to you.

There is an inseparable Connexion between Election and Salvation: TJfq' there are many Links in the Golden-Chain that reach from one to the other, yet not one of them can be broken: Whom he did predestinate, them he called; and whom he called; them he justified;. and whom be justified, them he also glorified, Rom. 8. $o.

It is observable, in what Tense

the Spirit of God puts it; not in

the Future, as a thing to be done,

but ia a Tense that notes it done

• - already,
already,to shew the Certainty of it. If our Names are written in Heaven, we shall as surely share in the Glories of it, as if already in Possession; nay, we are already in Possession:









Partly in Christ, who is already enterM upon the Inheritance in out Right, Hebr. 6.20. Whither the forerunner is for us entereL Hence that of the Apostle, He hath made us fit together in heavenly f'laces, in Christ "Jesus, Eph. 2. 6. 

Partly by the Promise: We have the Deeds, though we do not enjoy the Estate ; we keep the Title, though we do not possess the Inheritance.

Partly in the first-fruits of Glory, Rom.8. 23. which we receive by the Spirit of God, and the Graces of the Spirit in our Hearts. Entrance upon the least Part qf an Estate, gives a Right to the Possession, as well as Entrance upon the Whole: The Jeastr Turf of the Premisses, conveys the inheritance, and gives Livery and Seisin of.all the Demesns. v . '- Grace. 
Grace in the Heart, is a Turf of the Holy Land, the Land of Promise, whereby God doth actually Instate us in the Glorious Inheritance.









'*'' *

Application, 

The First Vfi, shall be for Exa. mination. Is a Name written in Heaven, the truest Cause of Rejoycing? Then let us fee what Cause of Rejoycing we may have in our selves upon this Account. The Apostle's Counsel is plainly to this Purpose, Gal. 6. 4. Let every man prove bis own work, and then shall he have rejoycing in himself\ and not in another. 

You have heard, That there can be no true Cause of Joy in the Heart, but a Name written in Heaven. 

You have (Madam) set this Day apart for an Anniversary of Rejoycing in the Birth, and Life, and Hope of your Pleasant and Tender Son ; and you do well: But doth your Joy begin here? or is GoA the

. beginbeginning of ic? Is a Name in Heaven the chief ground of your









Joy?

Quest. But you will Reply, Who can say his Name is written in Heaven? Who hath thus sar known the Mind of the Lord? To whom hath he at any time opened the Sealed Book of his secret Decrees? -Was ever any Man admitted into the Regions above, to search the Eternal Records of the Divine Purpose?

'Jnfo. Surely, No: But yet let me, in Answer to this, lay down Two Conclusions.

1. The Knowledge of this, That our Names are written in Heaven, is attainable: Why else are we commanded to make our Calling and Election sure? Wou'd the Lord Christ have calPd upon us to rejeyce, because our Names are written in Heaven, if it were a thing that cou'd not- be - known? Surely therefore it is no such Secret, as lies out of the reach of Faith's Attainment.

Indeed,









Indeed, to Wicked, Unbelieving, and Impenitent Sinners, the Knowledge of this is impossible. How can a Man that forsakes God, know that his Name is written in Heaven, when God lays, They that forsake him, their Names (b&U be vrrtiten in the Earth? But Believers may attain to the Knowledge of this.

r

2. As the Knowledge of it is attainable, so it is evident from Scripture-Instance, that many have attained to it.: GM hath sometimes unsealed the Book of his Decrees, and held it open to the Believing Eye; so that the Soul hath been inabled to read its Interest in Divine Love, by the Spiritual Opticks of Faith ; For Faith is the Evidence of things not seen, Hebr, 11. i. Faith can make its passage through all the Obstructions that lie in the way between a Soul at home in the Body, and an absent God ; for' that is the cafe of every Incarnate Christian. The Sonl is as yet wrapt up

in









in gross Matter, imprison'd in Flesh, and confined to an abode in a tabernacle of Clay j and therefore distanced from-G<^ and.utterly uncapatle of any .farther Converse and Communion'with him, than what is attainable by the Mediation of Faith. . '}..-' . ;' AL\ \ 

Now 'faith enters",within '' the Vail, removes the Soul out of the Valleys cf Sense, and sets it upon the highest Ground of Gospel-Consolation, that • it mayr stand at the fairest advantage tb' get a Prospect: into the Glory of the other World. Faith draws infallible Conclusions of the Goodness of its State, from the. immutable Decrees '.of Electing Love: Whaf .else mads Job say, I know that my Redeemer lives, and thai he Jball stand at the latter day upon the earth; and that though worms destroy tfnModj^yet in myfiejb lJbaH fee Go^ mem I .{ballfee for' my self? Job 19.25,26,27.

And what made St. Paul glory

in the Lord Christ, crying out, Who 

D loved 















love A me, and gave himself for me $ • Gal. 2. 20. And what made the Church lay, with so much confix <lence, 1 am mj Beloveds \and -jhhBeloved is mine ? Cantic.6.: p 

Quest. But the great Question is, How shaft a Man be able to know that his -frame- ifpriiteh in tie oven? 

Anstv.. There'' are 'certain Discoveries of this in a Man's self; which if we attepd to, .we. may liaVe a sure

Proof and }VJtiesr -6f;\-:; \• ^', j.

1. EffeftudPCjihing is a fare'Proof of this : If the Call of God hath took hold of our Hearts, then our Names are tvritte/i ffrHeaven. ' Theref is an inseparable Connexion between '%\ let! ion and Vocation;, and therefore, when the Apostle bids us-give & diligence to make our Calling'- d#et'"£leffiti»> Jure; though. EMHip* b£ ^fo^fc; Calling, (theonebfein^ah Irhmahent Act of God in Eternity', the other a Transient Act of God:irrIM* ) yet the Apostle puts the making our









Calling sure, in the first plabe^ because a Man can never be sure fee is Elected, tilJ he is first Called. 

Now then, if you wou'd know whether your Names are- written in Heaven ; satisfie your selves in f-his,' That the Call of God hath -took effectual hold of your Hearts. Hath it brought your Souls off from every thing below Christ, wholly to sol* low Christ? It is laid, when Christ; called Peter and Andrew, they pre-: sently left their Nets, and folkwed him, Matth. 4. 18, 19. Every Man hath his Nets, somewhat that his Soul is entangled in, till the' Coil of God take hold of him. Can you now, with Peter, when God calls ^ lay aside your Nets, to follow him? 

For it is not every CM, that 'will witness die Truth of our EkBion; There is an External Calico? tire Word, that is ineffectual, it prevails not upon the Sinner's Heart, he turns a deaf Ear upon it jthis Call leaves Sinners as it finds them, in their Cms and lusts, Matth. 20, x6. 

D 2 But
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But then there. is ;an Internal Call; when Word, and Sprit go together, and work together, to bring the Soul off from Sin, and Lust, and Self, and World, and all to 'Jesus 'Cbfyst, to live upon him as its Portion, arid conform to Him as its Pattern.- Now jf thou art thus Called,,:.then is thy Name written in Heaven : And therefore thou may'ft go and.. rejoyct indeed; for if anyia ^the World hath cause, thou hast.:

•' -2> If the Law of God be written in thy Heart, then /Ay itowe « writtenm Heaven. It is one of the great Promises of the New Covenant, That God mil write his Law in our Hearts, Bebr. 8* to. •'.:! •../»'

Quest. Now you will-say,- What is this Law of God? ;.} Answ. It is the L4* olLpve, the Law QiHvlinffs, a Jl<jb> that takes in salijthe Duties that God requires. cÆ us, a Law. ;of 'Universal Obedience: Pial. 40. S. Thj Law is within in my -M Heart 









Hzart; it is a Law that comprehends the whole Rule of the New 'OreJ. tur£. The Law Within isa Counted part of the Law Without''; > fo that, look whatever the Word' of God commands, the Soul is enabled to perform, when this Law is 'sprit ten in the Heart-. » 1 ''>»''.-; »

Quest. When is God seid to write his Law in the Heart? ''...»' 

Answ. When He doth powerfully impress a Divine Principle of Grace, by his Holy Spirit, ..in the Heart. Believers.- are said to be the Epifile of Christ, written not with Ink, but with the Spirit of the Living God, 2 Cor. 3.3. 'An Epistle, is nothing else but a Paper, with the Mind of a Man written in it, and sent to another: Believers, are the Epistle of the Living God; there his Mind, and Will, and Law is-written, not in Tables of Stone, but in the fbshly Tables of the Heart.' 

So that if the Law of God he Writ->

USn inyour, Heart, then may you

know that your Name:- is. written id 

Heavem D] Con









Converting Grace in the Hearts is the, best Comment upon the Eletlion of God ;7 without which, the Eternal Decree concerning us, can never be read with Clearness, nor understood with Comfort. The Deem travails and brings forth, in a work of Grace in the Heart: The Mind of God, concerning our Eternal Condition, is best known by a sound Conversion-; for there he speaks plainly;; that Fountain of Love which ran under Ground before, now bubbles up, and breaks forth. In Election, God spake within Himself; but in Conversion, God speaks to the Soul: In Election, God wrote our Names in Heaven secretly; but in Conversion, we see them written there openly.:

A Work of Grace in the Heart, carries in it a Four-fold Witness.

i. That we are the Objects of God's Election. 

2. That Sin is Pardoned through1 Chrifih Satisfaction. 

J. That
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And the leaS: of these is worth a whole World.- Who would not be

Iwjllirjg,to knqw himself the Chosen of God? Who would not be glad to see $i» Pardoned? Who would not rejoice in a Friendfiip with Godr 

..whose Wrath burns to the lowest

'fjelf? Who would not triumph, in an Aflurance of being Saved for Bver? Now if Grace be wrought

'in thy Heart, this is thy Privilege r thou- may^st fay, with Tainar, Gen.

J js. 25. 'whose this Staff, and this Signet, and these Bracelets are, his am I, and thou 'may'st rejoyce, in

thope of Glory, No better Wir

-heis of our JVames written in Heaven, than'the Image of God engraven in the Heart: Say not, Who ^b all ascend to Heaven ? &c. Rom, 1 o. 6. 

As Sinners need not descend into

the Deep, to search for Hell, to see if

•' '' D 4 their
their Names be written, by the Wrath and Vengeance of God, iiV Eternal Mifery: No, they may fina it nearer home; there is an Hell within them; there is the. Stench and Filth of Hell, in their vile Affections; the Smoak- and Flames of Hell, in their burnirig and raging Lufts; the Darknefs 'of . Hell, in their blind Minds ; and fometimes the Torments of Hell, in their guilty and felf-revenging Confciences, that Worm that never dies, Mark 9. 44. So may Believers find a Heaven in their own Souls, a Heaven of Light, of Love, of Holinefs, of Joy and Praife; the .Kingdom of Heaven is within you. J '['.' 
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3. If true Faith be wrought in thy Heart, then is thy -Name written in Heaven: i John 5. to. He that believeth on the Son of God, hath the witnefs in himfelf. Faith is a fure Fruit of Electing Love: As many as were ordained to Eternal Life, believed, Acls 13. 48. God doth not (you

fee









see from hence) Ele51 us because we Believe, (Election upon Faith foreseen, is an Arminian Dream) but we Believe because we are Elected; it is some of the first-fruits which Eternal Love brings forth in. the Heart; final Unbelief, is a sac\ Witness of a reprobated State: So says our Lord Christ, Ye believe not,because ye are not of. mj1 fbesp, John. 10. 26.. > . . . . "r.

Wou'd you know then whether your Name be written in Heaven? Then fee what Eahh. is wrought ii> your Jrie**t. Have you. ever .truly; closed with the Lord- JesusOirijl t Do you heartily embrace Him, upon the Terms He is offered in the 0ospeJ ? . Can. you-.venture your Souls, your Safvation,. your- Eternal All, upon, the single bottom of a. Redeemer's Righteousness? Have yoi$ ever made actual.Application of-the B\lq^d■- and.J^ighteouJ^ss^of Chty to your Town, ^°^/?/eW^;^0 *afce' off that Guilt of Sin'w'hereby your Souls stapd. Bound-over -to Wrath and 't> < DamDamnation? This is Faith of the Operation of God ; and wbere-ever this Faith is found in the Heart, the Nome of that Man, that Woman, is found in Heaven : And therefore well may the Jfostle say, In whom believing, ye re Joyce with joy unspeakable find full of Glory,. i Pet. 1.8. ''>»









4. If the Father's Name be written in our Foreheads, then are oar Names written in Heaven. In Rev. 14. 1. it is said of those that stood with the Lamb upon Mount-Sidn, That the Father's Name was written in their Foreheads. ';

The Name of God is rvritten in the Forehead, when we openly confess the Truths of God, and are not ashamed of Religion, nor ashamed to own God, and his Ways, and Ordinances,and People, in the midst of a Prosane, Scoffing and Adulterous Generation.. ;NoW fays our Lord Christy He thai confesses 'mi before mn^ (that's the Name of Christ mitt eft in the Forehead) him will I 

confess 
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Provide your fehes bags which n?4X not old, a treafure in the heavens that faileth not. 

The Treafures of mod: Men are Perifhing, Earthly Treafures, canker'd and Moth-eaten Treafures, Treafures of Vanity.- . .'. -, 

Chrijiians! Where is your Treafure? Is it in this World, or the next? Is it in prefent Vanities, or future Glory? Is it in prefent Contentments, or in the EVerlafting Inheritance? Is it in Corn, and Wine, and Oil j or is it in the Light of God's Countenance ? Is it in Profits, Pleafures, and Honours ; or is it in Grace and Glory? Do ye build, and plant, and forv'm the other World, . that hereafter ye may reap in an Eternal Harveft of Bleffednefs? IS fo, then are jour Names written in Heaven. '- '-",'-] ;' »,V

6- If your Converfat ions are in Heaven, then are your Name? written in Heaven. Phil. }. 2<£ Our Conversation is in Heaven. Many-pro

fefs
fess Hope of Heaven, but their Conversations are in the mean while upon the Earth; Like that foolish Actor, that whilst his Eyes were fix'd upon the Earth, cry'd, 0 Heavens! They savour only Earthly Things -r Earthly Profits, Earthly Comforts, Earthly Vanities. • - Let a Man's Profession be never so Heavenly, his Prayers and Duties never so Heavenly -.; yet if they are over-topp^ by an Earthly Conversation, that Man's Religion'is vain. The Scripture says expressly, JJf any man love the World, the. lovt\>ef in* Father is nut inhim, I John. 2.15.. > > Never talk of 4 Name in Heaven, so song as your Hearts are buried in the Earth; Where your Hurts are, there yout Nwes^ixe : If yourItfeartmre Earthly, yo«r^V^« arc in the Earth ; Carnal, Worldly, Sensual, Enemy to God, that is thy; Name, and the, scripture gives thee no. Chv ther,i^,4.4. He that- h a[frknd< <fi the world, is the.tnemy rfGod.' '>
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Now what is your Life? How

do
but here your Joy should be fixed. See how the Apostle breaks out into Thanksgiving for this, Ephep 1. 
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Do ye fetch your FbodfrVto far, or nearer home ?' A^re you fed' by Sense, with what is next; or doth Faith feed you, with Clusters fetch'd from the Holy-L&std:? Do ye serve Flesh, Lust, and Sms, afid-Times, (which is the basest Thraldom ) oV do ye serve God, and Christ, whose service is perfect freedom? Rom 6. 16. His ye are whom ye serve. Tfia Apostle Paul will tell ye** wlforri he serves ; The Lord whom I fervk in my spirit, Rom. 1. 9. Forgetting the things behind, I press towards the mar% Phil. {. i?- Outward Privileges, Carnal Contentments, Perishing Hopes, these were once the things before him; but now he* hath turn*(f about, add 'set liis'&ce the othei- way, aud- left them all fohfod-%m ..'"''. v n'\ ''-'>{ f'y 'I press forward towards the mirk. He is now ascending upon the wings of Faith andXJwf,above this Dung and' Da* kness^ to -tfie iRegiorfe- ot* iight and Glory.' :;' *°^A 

If
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Ver.-j. B/ejsed be the God and father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus. . / "°

Ver. 4. According as he hath chosen us in him, before the foundation of the world; that we should be holy and without. blame before him, in love. 

Ver. $. Having predestinated us to the adoption of Children, by Jesus Christ, to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will. 

Ver. 6, To the praise of the glory of 'his grace, wherein he hath made us ac~ cepied in the Beloved. 

His Heart dwells in triumph upon this Mercy-; - and so should ours also; the Lord Christ, here ift the Text, commands it ; Rejoyce, because your Names are written in Heaven. 

Now give me leave to propound

to you Six-Conjiderations, which are

very prpper Motives to stir "}? : your
Hearts to the Practice of this Duty. ;.









Consider, ( i.) There is no Name like this.

i. It is an Honourable Name: .1 fa. 4j. 4. 5;'»ff //w/ wafl precious in my fight, thou hast been Honourable. 

If God poureth Contempt upon the Creature, it must needs be vile)-and base: God is the true Fountain of Honour -r if he puts Honour upon us, it is the truest Honour in the World.

2. It is a better Name than that os Sons and Daughters: Isa. 56. 4, 5. Thas.faith the Lord to the Eunuchs that keep my Sabbaths, and chuse the things that please me, and take hold of my Covenant ; To them will I give in my house a place-, and .a name better thantof Sons and Daughters. Though .they have no Children, yet they shall be my Children; though they are without a Name in the World, yet they,shall have a Name in my 




[image: [ocr errors][merged small]]







Your Honour Rejoyces in the Name of a Son, this Day*, and you do well : God forbid that I should make your Rejoycing void: Nay, so encourage it, let me tell Your Honour, That God takes it kindly, that you own him, in the Mercies and Blessings of Providence. But*.; I am, in Duty, to mind you of a better Name than that of Sons and Daughters' and this is it, to have 4 Name written in Heaven. To have a Child from God, is an inferiour Name to this of being call'd a Child of God. Solomon saith, If A Man beget an hundred Children, and live many years, and his foul be not filed with good, I sty, that an untimely birth is better than he, Eccles 6. }.

J. It is a Durable and Lasting Name. A Name in the World may be lost: .

The Wicked may Defame it.

Wickedness may Corrupt it.

God may Blast it: Thou hast put ! •(' out their name for ever and ever, P&l. 9, 5*.' !.''::'' 

Timp









Time may eat it out of the Records of Honour. But 4 Name written in Heaven, is a durable Name, it can never be blotted out: 1 mil give them an everlading Name, that $y all never be cut off, Ifa. 56. C. As the Inheritance is Incorruptible, fo the Title is Unalterable, and the Heir Immortal.

Conner, (2.) A Name written in Heaven, is a Blefling that fweetens all our other Blemngs. This Land is mine, and thefe Riches are mine, and this Child is mine, and this Honour is mine ; yea, and God is mine, and Chrijl is mine, and the white Stone and the new Name is mine, and Heaven and Eternal Life is mine: Ay, this, this fweetens all. . What if you could be fuppofed to enjoy all Outward Bleflings imaginable? the fairell Eftate, the higheft Honours, the fweeteft Children, the richeft Pleafurcs; yet, in the midft of all thefe, itConfcience fhould fecretly gripe you within,'and tell

you,
you, ye are Strangers and Enemies to God, ye have no part in Ghrist, no portion in his Death, your Names are blotted out of the Book of Life, ye are Children of God's Curse: Oh, what a Heart-sinking would this cause, under all your Fruitions! This one thing left in doubt, 1 know not what will become of my Soul to Eternity, is enough to bring us into Streights, in the midst of all our Sufficiencies, '[job 20. 22. to soure all our Possessions, and to make the sace of all our Enjoyments look dint and unpleasant.
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Consider, ( 3.) This is that which gives confidence and comfort in Death, and makes us strong, tograpple with that Kjng of Terrors. 

What is it which makes even Believers themselves ( many of them ) shrink at the thoughts Death? Why it is want of'Evidence , they have never seen their Names written in the Book of Life. The sight of this, by Faith, makes the Soul triumph

over
over Death, and despise the Grave, and say with Simeon, Now, Lord, let thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, Luke 2. 29, 30.









We know (faith the Apostle, 2 Cor. 5. r.) that if our earthly tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens'J 

This we know, and are assured of; Well, and what is the fruit of this Assurance? He tells you, in the 2d and 4th .Verses \ In this we groan earnestly, desiring to be cloathed upon with our house which is from Heaven, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. 

What is Death, to the assured Believer, but a speedy Conveyance to the Possession of that Glory which Divine Love hath Intitled him to from Everlasting. v . :.'.i-) :.'iv '<:'.. 't 

Consider, (4.) Herein Joy can never run into Excess: In temporal things it may; it is possible and

com











common- to rejoice and delight in Outward. Mercies too much; for they are every way disproportionable to the vast Capacity of the Soul; as unable to fill-it, aVthedjm Light of a Candle is to give Day to the World, in the absence of the Sun, .' . .';"'- \; 

Hear what the frbphet says in the Cafe, lsa.-&; 2q„ The led is too short for a man tojiretch' himself upon it, and the covering too narow for $ man to' wrap himself in it. „,'

How unsuitable i^'a short Bed foralong Body 1 fd aVe perishing Comforts to an Immortal Soul. And' from hence it'is that the Jpostk. ativise-eh, (in iCor.7. 20..)- Tbafc: they that rejoyceshould be *s thoughthey rejojced not; that is, in worldly things. But in Spiritual an4 Eternal Concerns, Joy cannot exce^t^ sot1: infinite Biehednessi' calls- forslpii-! nite Joy and Delight,'.;,':

• 'Coldert'-($.y :Th;i.s will be a.

lifting and perpetuated joy: There

'«.''. fore
fore it is congruous and equal that we now Rejoyce in that which shall be our Joy for Ever. Other Joys have their Periods and Intermissions, their Terms and Vaeatiops ; they; ebb and flow, blossom and wither; a Fit of Sickness, or a pang of Conscience, extinguishes all: But this Joy is abiding; Tour joy shall no man take from you, John i6.2-2.v 1









Is it true, That the Children of God. have many causes of sorrow, if they look inward; strong Corruptions, hard Hearts, >Veak .Graces, many Temptations: But yet iin <aod theyhave continual cause of Rejoicing. 

J Name in Heaven, isaninduring ground. of Comfort ; not like these tranfeient Shadows. ' Can Stability' be moved, or Eternity expire?

Nothing is Matter of lasting Joy, but that Good which is commensurate in Duration to the Soul that is to be fatisfy'd with it.

The Times We live in are changeable, and uncompofed; the hatreds of Religion great; we fee Distra----;* ctiom
£fcions at home,Distresses abroad; the Lord is shaking Heaven and Earth, Church and State: Our Experience tells us how mutable are the Wills, how fickle the Favours, how sudden the Frowns of Men ; how vain the Hopes, how unsuitable the Delights, which are drawn out.- of broken Cisterns; how full of Dross and • Dregs the most refined Comforts and Contents of the World are. Nothing can be an enduring Joy, but this, which our Lord Chrtji pro-. pounds in. the Text, as Matter of Joy. ... .-., ..--. ;:... ..,;/ Who would not therefore retire from the Noise of Laughter, from the Courtships of. flattering Gal-. lants, the Clutter arid Vainglory of a distracted' World, to solace his; Soul in the Joys' and Delights of the World to come?









1 Coitfder, (6.-) What Heaven is; and that will raise your Hearts to glpry in this Privilege, of a Namewriten in Heaven. 









i. Heaven is the Habitation of the Great God, where He dwells in his Infinite Glory. So that a Name written in Heaven, imports our future Inheritance of that Glory ; according to that of the Apostle, Col. 3. 4. When Chriji who is our life spall appear then shall we appear with him in glory. 

^ i. "Heaven is a freedom from all Evil both of Sin and Suffering ; so that a Name in Heaven, in titles us to a blessed Redemption from all Evil.

There is no Sin there. Grace weakens Sin, but it is Glory that abolishes it. Old Adam shall there be put off, never be put on again. The Lord Christ will present his Chyreh, in that day', faultless before the throne of his glory, with exceeding joy, Jude ver. 24.

There is no Affliction- there:. .' J&m and Sorrow came in together, and they shall go out together. There the Shunamite\ Son complains no more of his aching head, nor Mevhi

bofheth 
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There is Perfection of Privileges; perfect Union and Communion. Here we lay hold of Christ; but There we shall have full Possession: Here we hang upon him, but There we shall dwell in his Embraces.

There is Perfection of Graces: Here the Children of God have Perfection of Parts, but not of Degrees.

Holiness in the best Saint Here, is. mixed with some Dregs of Flesh and Defilement; but There it shall be compleat ; we shall appear not havingftet or wrinkle, Ephes. 5. 27.

Love shall There be Perfect.: Here we are either weary of the Act, or apt to make a change of the Object of our Love, ever and anon swerving and starting aside to the Creature; but then we shall act: Love without ceasing, upon one and the feme-Object, withoutchang1 ing. There shall be an Eternal Solace arid Complacency in God. 




4. Hea









4. Heavtn is the Abstract of all Blessedness, the Sum of all Felicity. Reckon up all Comforts and Pleasures, and Satisfactions, and Delights, and Happinesses, and put them all together, and then separate from them Finiteness,and Imperfection, and that is Heaven. 

So that a Name written in Heaven, imports our future Fruition of all Blessedness. Yet a little while, and ye shall be let into all this.

All the Objects of Joy which are scattered among the Creatures, are everlastingly heap'd up in Heaven: So that fay what it is you delight and joy in, and I will shew it you there. v . .'.S

Is it Wealth? Why there are unsearchable Riches in Heaven, Ephes. j. 8. durable Riches, Prov. 8. 18. Unsearchable, and therefore without Bottom, and without Bound :, Durable, and therefore without End. .' A 

Do ye delight in Honour.and Dignity? Why in Heaven, the

Glory 















Glory of the Great God Himself shall be put upon^ow, Col. }. 4.

St. John tells us, 7/ doth not yet as Pear what we/ball be ; but m know, when he shall appear, w shall be like him, 1 John }. 2. Such honour have all his Saints, .Psalm 149. 9.

Is it Pleasure you delight in? Why in Heaven there are Rivers of Pleasures, Psal. j6.8v- In thy presence is fulness of Jo), ''- At thy tight-hand there are Pleasures for evermore, Psilm. 16.11.

Do ye delight in Feasting? Why in Heaven there 4$ Plenty and Variety, Fuhiess without Satiety; Bread of-Life, the Tree of Life, the Jfauvf4/'» of Life. . . :'. .

Do ye-delight ki'Mustd? £it is not fit that such a frost should be without it:) In Heaven the Saints and Angels are all in one Concord, staging eternal Halelujab'i to. Him that fits- upon the throne,- and to. the Lami for ever. .b:.':\ 

Do you delight in stately and magnificent Strtt&ures? Why in ff*#y?* 
'is A bouse not made with hands''-, 2 Gor. J. *. This is a City, whose rf are j^r, whose foundations zxtpreciousJiones,- whose 'ga/« are pearly Whose' streets are pure gold, Rev. 2iv r8, 19, 21. n>^/£ Builder and- Ma for is God, 2 Cor. 5.1. •









Thus you fee Heaven is the Comprehension of all Good, the Abstract of all Felicity. And joar Jm*w is mitten upon all this ; it is all yours, as the Apostle says, iCw. 5/21,22. All things ar-e yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, er Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to come, all are yours.

Ministers are yours,to Instruct you. 
Th.eWortd\s yoursitp;Supply you. 
Life is yours, to Prepare yo||for 
   Heaven. 


Death is yours, to Convey you to 
  Heaven' 


Things present are yours, to Suport 
   you in the Way. 


Things to come are yours, to Reward you in the End.

Whir















What then remaineth? but, as David advifeth, Be glad in the Lordr and re Joyce, ye righteous, and Jbout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart, Pfalmp. ii.

Whatever ye enjoy in the World, yet let your Joy be in God. Have ye Riches, Honours, Pleafures, Children, Health, Beauty, Parts? &c. Notwithftanding in this rejoyce not; but rather rejoyce, hecaufe your Names are written m Heaven. 
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Only 'S 0;N to5 the truly. Vertuous and highly Hpnourable the Lady Diana ferny. 
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THis Sermon doth of right intitle it self to your Honour's Tutelage, as being made by the Word of your Command, who said, Let itj»e, and it was so. The Weaning ofyottr iNfeful and only Sou, was the occasion of that fleeting which this Discourse gain a slain.-and h$mtly'Entertainment to. But as Guests that come upon us uninvited take in good part such as they find, isa chearful Leak and a heartyTVelcome be but the Sauce to such Di(hes Ms a Surprise can set upon the Table', so I know ypur> Honour liked the Treat, which' this Discourse gave you, not the worse because it was plain, and such as could be soonest got ready; but the better, because of your hearty Welcome, and especially because it was (like Jacob'* Venison Gen. 27.4.) (avottrw Meat, such as ya>tr' Soul loved. This an tes my Presumption to set it before your Honour a second time for your Entertainment; only Jwijh that I have not (like some penurious ffoufwife that grutches to spend Mta4 flit it riill keep 'nv longer) kept it so long by vie tit: it hath lost its first favour* '1 must confess it hath hung upon the Pen nigh half as many Months as your dear Son did upon the Breast. That which relieves me is, that it hath broken none of your Honour's Commands ^ it not being called for in Paper: so that it being a 

Fret' 











Free-wiS-offering, I Inow your Honour will give it the readier Acceptance,- though it be otherwise but a mem Present: Yet Goatshair was accessed in the Building of the Tabernacle,Exod.3$. %,6.sromsuch as had no better to offer, if it came sr cm a willing heart. 

Madam, It i"s for the eompleating the: Temple os God in your Soul, that this Offering is made; and I can tmly fay, it is with as willing an Heart as ever Israelite offered, from him that brought Goats-hair to him that brought Silver and Gold to the Tabernacle.'' ' >' A >' . •.

One thing that inclined-mo to oWifLingness to tut it into your Honours hands, was the: Vfe God made it of to my own Soul in the review es it; for j can say, I sound God teaching my Heart by it\ and giving mt some Rvperienrevfttiat inthe Transcribing,which lay only to the Notion in delivering: which t/tade me cry mt, What rare Christians would Ministers be, could we but believe all. we Pray, and experience all we

pifwch.;

'Now, Mad Am, is the Heart os one Christian answer* another's (as the Wife-man averrs it doth,Prov. 27.19.) who hows but God may bless this plain Sermon into a greater Success upon your Soul than it hath had upon mine: I kirtw God hath given yci:> Honour a teachable Hearts and a Lovt .<,-'' -'iK '.-.-' Vii- n. 











Word ', and what greater Mercy? For where there is a teachable Heart, there God will seal Instruction; and where there is a love to the Word, there the Soul will hear Instruction. The Lord (whose Prerogative it is to teach the Hearts of the Children of Men) instruct your Honour into this great Duty ofWeanednefs from the World. 

Madam, Would God prosper me into a capacity of Service ablenefs to Tour Honours precious and immortal Soul, I flwuld value my self more upon such an Happiness, than upon any other J can think of in this World;. for the unparalletd Alls of Nobleness by which you have so often borne witness to the Greatness of your Respect to me ( which I must always thankfully mention ) have so far outdone my Merits, that unless God ( who h#-. teth not Suretist>ip for his Servants') -will promise to see Satisfatlion made ( and your Honour may take his Word) I must- live' and dr" vc.w Debtor. '--.

T make your Honour as good as 

great, that in you Nobility and Godliness may \ meet tagithrr, and Grace and Grandure nray kiss each other, (thi-s being that which will render y■. Honour truly lovely in the eye of God and Man's) so prayeth daily and itjces- . santly, . s

M Ada M, Your ar,er obliged

and most utimble Servants . MATJa. M.EAD. 
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PSALM cxxxi. i.

(The Latter-part of the Verse )

> My Soul is even as a Weaned Child. '»4fe*

Cmm\Hryfostom, in his Homily of **. Evangelical Perfection, com■^ mending the Grace of Humility, saith, Humility is the Foundation of Christian Philosophy. Indeed, it is the Ornament of all the Graces of God's Spirit : Grace is the Beauty of the Soul, and Humility is the Beauty of Grace. 

'Now the Prophet David, being about to commend this < re to the Saints, doth propound iimsclf as an Example of it, in this Psalm; Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor my eyes lofty: neither do I exercise my self in great matters, or in things too high 

for mef ver. i.

1 F But




[image: [graphic]]







But what was it that thus humbled David's Heart, and took him off from doting upon the World's Grandeur, and from delighting himself in present Enjoyments?

Why. God had, by the Power of Kis Grace, took his Heart off from alkdjpgs here Below, by shewing him the Vanity and Emptiness of them ; so that he was wholly ti&aned from them. So he faith, ver. 2. I have behaved. and quieted my fetf, as a child that is leaned of his mother: -— Mj fottl is evett As a mamd chilA. . 

Doctr. That where the Grace of God takes hold of the Soul, it makes H As a weaned Child, to all Worldly ihir/os- .

'I. In the Discussing this Dots tine, I shall shew you what it is to be as a Weaned Child. 

'-••.- ''-''''. '' "' V •» i' t.!

II. Shew you, That thesis- a' great Resemblance between a

Weaned, 









Weaned Child and a Gracious 
Soul. 


III. Shew you, how Grace weans 
  the Heart from all Worldly- 
   things. 


1/?. What is it to be as a Weaned Child? ,

This I shall 5 Negatively, and stiew, both < Affirmatively. 

Negatively First, and that in Two things.

1. It is-not to be without the Comforts and Contentments of the World. It is possible to have Much of the World, and yet be sveaned from the World: So bad David here; he had Riches in abundance, Honour in abundance, for he was advanced to the Throne, he was the greatest Man in the Kingdom, and Vet his Soul was as a weaned Child. Many m ay have Little of the World, and yet their Hearts not maned; and 'A F 2 many
many may have Much of the World, and yet be weaned, from the World.









2. It is not to Slight and Under-value our Enjoyments; for they are a real Mercy ; they are Gifts from above, the noble Effects of the Bounty of Providence.

But Jfflrmativelj. 

This being as a weaned Cbtld9 carries Three things in it. .










[image: [ocr errors][merged small]]


tfi. -Content. To be as a weaned Child, is to be Content in every State, in every Condition. of Life. Whatever you give a Child, it is content, be the Bread whiter or browner, be the Meat hot or cold, be the Cloaths finer or coarfer. So that to be as A weaned. Child, is to have a Contented Spirit in every Condition, under every Providence. So had David, 2 Sam. 1 ?. s<, 76. If 
J/ball find favour in the eye of the Lord, he will bring me again : But if he thus fay, I have no delight in thee: behold, here am I, let him do to me as> seemeth good to him. So had St. PW, Phil. 4. 11,.12. 1 have learned, in whatsoever ft ate 1 am, therewith to be content. 1 know both how to be abased, andlknowhov to abound: every where, and in all things I am instructed both to be full, and to be hungry, both to> abound, and to suffer need. A Contented Spirit in every Condition of Life, is a great Mercy.
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idly. To be as a weaned Child, is to. be Humble. None so humble as little Children, they do not aim at or aspire after great things: Therefore our Lord Christ propounds them to his own Disciples for iktterns of Humility, Maith. 8. 4. lie calls- a little Child, and sets him in the midst: as his Disciples, and tells them, Whosoever shall humble himself as this little childr the fame shall be great in the kineom of heaven. 

* F? So'









So that to be as a weaned Child, is to be of an humble and lowly Spirit. So was David here : Lord, my heart ts not haughty ; 1 have behaved myself as a child that is weaned of his mother. 

Oh, what an excellent Spirit is this! Solomon tells us, Prov. \6.19. It is better to be of an humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide the spoil with the proud. And in Prov. 29. 23. he fays, A marfs pride shall bring him love, but honour shall uphold the humb{e in spirit. 

fdly. To be as a weaned Child, is to be Teachable. None so Tractable, none so Teachable, as Children. If a. 29.8. Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom' shall he make to understand doctrine? they that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts. 

To be a weaned Child, is to be Teachable: Naturally we are the most Unteachable Creatures in the World. How will you Teach one that can neither See, nor Hear., nor Under-^fcw.d? * This









This is the very Cafe of every natural Map.' -.' ,

1. He is blind and cannot fee, i Cor. 4. 4. The God of this World hath blinded the Minds of them which believe not, lest the Light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the Image of Gody should shine into them. 

2. He is deaf and cannot hear, Pfel- <;8. 3, 4. The Wicked are estranged from the Womb, they are like the deaf Adder thatJlofpeth her Ear. 

3. He is sottish and foolish, and cannot Understand, Romans 3. n» There is none that understandetht there is none thatfeeketh after God. 

And' therefore a teachable frameof Spirit is a special Mercy of God, it is one of die great Blessings of the New Covenant 'Thej fljall all be taught of God, John 6. 45. and they fljall all know me from the least to'the greatest, Jeremy 31. 34.









An unteachable Heart is a gneat Judgment.This was Pharaohs Judgment; no Councel, no Message, no Reproof, no Warning, no Plague could soften him. When the Lord designs to bring Judgement upon' a Soul, then he gives it up to an unteachable frame, Isaiah 6.9, 10, I r, 12. v. 9. Go tell this People, bear ye indeed but underfiand not ; and fee ye indeed, hut perceive not, ver. 1 o. make the Hearts of this People fiat, and make their Ears heary, and shut their Eyes, lefi they fee with their Eyes, and hear with their Ears, and under fi and with their Heart, and convert, and be healed. 

v. 11 Then said I, Lord how long? and he answered, Until the City be wasted without Inhabitant, and the Houses without Man, and the Land be utter- . ly desolate. 

12. -And the Lord have removed Men far away, and there be a great forsaking in the midfi of the Land. 

And when the Lord intends good to a Soul, he gives a tractable Teachable frame of Spirit; a seeing Eye, 
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an hearing Ear, an understanding Heart. 

Thus you fee, what it is to be as a weaned Child. 

To be content, to be humble, to be teachable.

2. I will shew you that there is a great Resemblance between a weaned Child and a gracious Soul. 

You may consider a'waned Child Three ways.

1. In regard to its Infirmities. 

2. In regard to its manner of weaning. 

3. In regard to its 'Disposition. 

1st. In regard to its Infirmitys; What is weaker than a weaned Child? What Creature more helpless, more feeble?

It cannot feed it self,

It cannot defend it self,

It cannot govern it self.
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i. It cannot seed it self. If it be not suckled, it must be fed: if it hath not the Breast, it must have the Spoon: it cannot feed it self without the hand of the Mother or Nurse.

It is the same, in a spiritual sense, with the gracious Soul; if it be weaned, yet it must be fed; If it be weaned from the Earth, it must be fed from Heaven; if it be weaned from the Creatures, it must be nourished from, the Promises.

Every Believer depends upon God for feeding, yea, for natural Bread; and therefore we pray, Give us this day our daily bread, Matth. 6. n. Much more do we depend upon God for spiritual supports, for Soul refrelhments: for it is he that fills the hungry with good things, Luk.1.55.

There are three things which are the peculiar Privileges of Believers: 

To be Bom of God. 
To be Taught of God. 
To be fra! of God. 


They









They are born of God by the power of the Word.

Taught of Gpd by the Precepts of the Word.

Fed of God by the Premises of the Word.

idly. A weaned Child' cannot defend it self. The security of an Infant lies in the Care of the Parent. Though the Breast doth not feed it, yet the Arms must guard it: Jt is liable to many Harms: Set it downy and leave it alone, and what will become of it? It falls into the Fire, or into the Water; into one Mischief or another.

It is so with a Child of God; he cannot preserve himself, no not a moment: the greatest measure of Grace attainable will not do it. If God should set up a Believer with a stock of Grace, and then leave him to trade for himself, how quickly would he prove Bankrupt, and break and perish!
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Alas 1 Grace is a mutable thing: though it shall never peri/b, yet in its own nature it is perishable. I have three Witnesses to prove it.

ist. That which is subject to decay in part, is subject to decay in whole: But Grace is subject to decay in part. Revel. 2. 4, 5. / have somewhat against thee, because thou baft left thy ftrst love: Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do thyfrfi works. Did not the Church of Ephefus decay in Grace here? And in Revel. }. 2. Be watchful, and Jlrengtbe* the things which remain, that are ready to die. Is not here a fad Decay of Grace?

idly. Whatever is a Creature, may perish. Now Grace is a Creature of Godi, as all other things are; it is indeed the noblest and best of Creatures; yet it is but a Creature: and all Creatures have a principle of perilhing in them; and therefore Grace, considered in itself, may.perish. * * 









idly. If ever Grace did perish, then it may perish. But there was a time When Grace did perish. Did not the Angels that fell, lose their Grace? Did not Adam, in Paradise, lose his? These had true Grace, and yet they fell from it.

By the same Reason that a Believer falls gradually when God withdraws himself, by the same Reason he would fall finally if God should leave him to himself.

It is not from any thing in us that we stand and are preserved,but from without us; yea, from above us; even from the Power of God: So faith the Apostle, 1 Pet.i. 5. We are. kept by the power of God, through faith , to salvation. It is,- you fee, Grace held to us, that causeth Grace to hold out in us. L Faith lays hold on God's Power to be kept, and we are kept by the Power of God, through Faith. , '_ ,

A.Christian hath the Stream of Grace flowing z/z.him; -but. God is the Spring of Grace ever flowing/or '..''. him,















him, and overflowing to him: And if the Spring should be shut up, the Stream would soon fail. Ml mj springs are in thee, Psal. 87. 7.

It is renewing Grace that changes us, or else we had never stood: It is supporting Grace that keeps us, or else we had quickly fell. This David averreth in the 66th Psalm, Verse 9. He holdeth our souls in life, andfttjferetb not our feet to be moved. 

Consider but two things, and you will say, it is impossible a Believer can preserve himself.

1st. The Power of indwelling Lust a.n& Corruption. There is not only much of the Presence of Sin in every Believer, but much of the Power of Sin also. : Though where Grace is wrought, there the Power of Sin is much abated; yet it is not utterly removed: though the reigning Power be destroyed, yet Sin hath a raging Power still; and this too too often captivates the best of Saints; a Paul 
himself will find it, notwithstanding all his Grace. See Rom.j. 21,2}.









1 find- then a law, that when I would do good, evil u present with me. 

1 Jee another law in my members warring againfl the law of my mindt and bringing me into captivity to the law of {in which it in my members. 

Now if so holy a Saint of God as Paul was, complains thus; what Complaints may we make, whose Corruptions are many and strong, arid whose Grace is little and weak?

Suppose you should put a spark of Fire into the Sea) would it not quickly be- quenched? Why our Grace is but like a spark of' Fire in the midst of a Sea of Corruption, and therefore would quickly be quenched if God did not preserve it alive.

idly. Consider the Frequency and Strength of Temptation. The greatest degree of Grace will give us no immunity from Temptation; for the Lord Jesus Christ had no fin,

and
and yet was assaulted by Satan; and therefore the Servant must not look to be above his Lord.









Satan's great Design is to Destroy the believers Grace; yea, and he would do it, if the Lord ihould not hold him in, and hold us up.

There is a great Strength in every Temptation.

Partly as being managed by so Potent, and Subtle an Enemy.

Partly as being suited to our remaining Corruptions. Tho' when the Devil came to Christ, he found no Sin in him, nothing for Temtation to Work upon; yet when he comes to Christians, he finds much in them. Much Pride, much Worldly Love, much Lust, much Carnal Concupiscence, much Unbelief, much Deadness of Heart, much Unprofitableness, &c and this is the Matter he Works upon.

When Satan surrounds us without, Sin is Ready to surprize us within: When Satan besets us, Sin is ready to betray usj and therefore if the

Lord
Lord put not underneath his everlasting Arms, we cannot stand.









So that you lee the gracious Soul is unable, like the weaned Child, to defend it self. The Lord is his defence, 1st. 4. 5.

idly, A weaned Child is not able to govern it self: ft is destitute both of Strength and Wisdom.

And so it is with every Believer: he is not able to direct his own Actions; he cannot govern his own Thoughts; he hath not the least Self.sufficiency. So says Jgur of himself, Prov. $0. 2, \. Surely I am more brutish than any Man, and have not the understanding of a Man. 

And therefore David seeing this, betakes himself to the Lord for Counsel and Guidance, Pfal. 31. j. For thy name-fake lesd me and guide me. And God promises to guide them, Isa. 42. 16. 1 will bring the blind by a way they know not^ 1 will lead them in faths'thut they have not Known, I will make darkness light beG fort 









fore them, <*W crooked things strait: These things will I do, and not forsake them. 

Now there are two ways especially whereby the Lord doth direct and guide his People:

17?. By the Counts of his Word, Psalm 73. 22, 2j, 24.

So foolish was 1, and ignorant, / was as a Beast before thee, Ver. 22.

Nevertheless, I am continually with thee, thou hast holden me with my righthand. Ver. 23.

Thou shalt guide me by thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory. Ver. 24.

The Word of God is the best Counsellor; and therefore David. betakes himself to it for Guidance and Direction, Psal. 119. 24. Thy Testimonies are my delight and my counsellors. In the Hebrew it is, The Men of my counsel. 

David was a King; and therefore, no doubt, had the wisest Men of the Nation to be of his Council:

We









We read of Hujbai, and others, Men of great Parts and Prudence, that were his Council: but yet he hear lined more to the Word of God than to all his Counsel besides. Thy Statutes are my Counsellors. 

We. should follow the Counsels of the Word in all things, and make it the Guide of'our Way: so good David did: Thy Word is a light to my feet, andalamptomypaths^ Psal, j 19. 10 <j. For,

ist. It is the safest Counsel: -We may, and too often do, err in following the Counsels of others;-fop Man's Wisdom is short-sighted; the blind lead the blind, and both fall into the ditch. But we can never err nor miscarry in following the Counsels of the Scripture. Solomon fays, Prov. 2. 10, 11. When Wisdom entereth into thine hearts and Kjiowledge if fiea* sant unto thy soul, Discretion shall preserve thee, Vnderstasding pall keep thee. And speaking of the Commandment in the 6th Chapter, fays G 2 he,
he, Ver. 21, 22, 2$. Bind it] upon 









thy heart, and when thou goeft it fbaU lead thee, when thou pepeft it (hall keep thee, and when thou awake ft it/bail talk with thee. For the Commandment is a lamp, and the Law is light, and Reproofs eflnftrutfion are the way of life. ', 

idly. It is the moft profitable CounJ?l: It fteads the Soul in all Concerns of Life: yea, the Happinefs and Salvation of the Soul is the fure iflue of following the Counfels of the Word. See what an Account David gives of the Word in Pfalnt *9. from the 7th to the nth Verfe. The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the foul. Ver. 7.

The Statutes of the Lord are right, rejqycing the heart: the Commandment of the Lord is pure, inlightning the eyes. Ver. 8.

The Fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever; the 'Judgments of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. Ver. f. 

More









More to be desired Are they than Gold, yea, than much fine Gold ; sveeter also than Honey, and the Honeycomb. Ver. io>

Moreover, by them U thy Servant warned; and in keeping of them thereis great reward. •

O what a Mercy it is to be under the Guidance of the Word of God!

2dly. God guides his People by the Counsels of his Spirit. Joh. 16. 13. When the spirit of Truth is comey he mill guide you into all truth. 

The spirit of the Lord is called a Spirit of Counsel. Isa. 11. 2.

How happy is the Condition of God's People, that have the Word and the Spirit to guide them 1 The Word without the Spirit cannot, the Spirit without the Word will not, guide us. The Word is a Light without us, the Spirit is a Light within us: The Word propounds the Way to walk in, the Spirit enables the Soul to walk in that Way. G 3 Blessed
Blessed are they whom God thus












guides.




Thus I have shewed you how the state of a Believer resembles that of 2l weaned Chili, in regard of its Infirmities.

II. There is a Resemblance also in regard to its Manner of Weaning; and that in three particular Circumstances.

\ft. Many when they man a Child from the Breast, will rub Wormwood, or some bitter and unpleasant thing, upon the Pap, to create a loathing in the Child to that it was so fond of before: and so the Bitterness of the Taste makes the Child forsake the Breast.

Now in this the Soul of a Believer is as a weaned Child. The Breast of the Creature is that which naturally Man lies at; for natural Man fetches all his Comfort from sensual things, and favours only earthly

Now




things.
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Now, when the Lord designs to work Grace in the Heart, and redeem a Soul to himself, he ever weans it first from the World. Psal. 45. 10, 11. Hearken (0 Daughter) and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own People, and thy Father's House: so (hall the Kjng greatlj desire thy Beauty. 

Now, the Difficulty of Conversion lies here, in taking the Heart from the Creature, and placing it upon God: for in the Fall we turned from God to the Creature, and in^ Conversion-work the Heart is turned from the Creature to God again. .' .

Now because (I say) this is difficult, for the Creature is loth to leave the Bread of carnal Enjoyments where it hath sucked in such sensual Delights so long: Therefore the Lord, when he would wean the Soul from things below, he rubs Wormwood upon the Breasts of all our Comforts, and imbitters all our Enjoyments; so that though we G 4- "seek.
seek for Satisfaction, yet we shall find none.









This was the way of God's dealing with the Prodigal Son. The Parable of the Prodigal is to represent to us the State of every Natural Man.

Now it is said Luke 15. 14. that when he bad spent all, there arose A Famine in the Land) and this brought him home to his Father's house, Ver. the 2 of h. 

God is never better to us than when the Creature is most bitter to US: Hesatmfljes all the Gods of the Earthy that Men may be brought to worship him, Zeph. 2. 11.

Thus God dealt with Israel, Hof. 2. 6, 7. / will hedge us thy way with thorns, that Jhe/hall not find her paths: And what then? Then shallshe fay, I will go and return to my fir ft Husband, for then was it better with me than now. 

God hath two Hedges which the Scripture takes notice of:

The









The Hedge of his Protection, that you read of Job 1.10. Hast not thou made an Hedge about him, and about his House, and about all that be hath on every side? 

The Hedge of Affliction, that you read of here; / will hedge up her way with thorns. 

Now the Lord makes great use of both these Hedges. 

The Hedge of God's Protection, that is to keep his People from Danger.

The Hedge of'Affliction, that is to stop them that wander.

The Hedge of Protection is to keep them in God's way.

The Hedge of-Affliction is to keep them out of Sin's way. .

The Hedge of Protection is.to keep them from Suffering. .

The Hedge of Affliction is to keep them from Sinning, and to put them; upon returning.

So it was with Israel here; when

God had hedged up her way, that,

she could uot find her Paths, 'nor

G 5 overovertake her Lovers, then she cries out, / will return to my fir Ft Hatband,■ for then it rvas better with me than now.-' 









ft is a great mercy for God to wean a Soul from the World; for it never suffers greater Loss than when it forsakes God to live upon the Creature: This is to regard lying Vanity, and so forsake our own Mercies, as the Prophet expresseth it, Jonah 2. 8. It is going out of God's Blessing into the warm Sun, (as our Proverb hath it) forsaking the living Fountain, to quench our Thirst from a broken Cistern, Jer. 2. i j.

By our Excesses in Creature-Enjoyments, Realon is commonly drowned in Sense, and Judgment extinguished in Appetite. The excessive letting out our selves to sensual Fruitions, is both a Sin and a Punishment'' while thereby we lose both God, and the Creature, and cur selves, at once.

Now,









'Now, when the Lord weans a Soul from the World, he doth imbitter the World to the Creature; either by some Affliction, or by some Disappointment in the Creature, which makes the Soul look out for more pure and lasting Satissactions in Christ.

In a time of outward Prosperities, we are all Mtrthrfs Children, carried away too much with the World; but when God imbitters our Cup, then, with Mary, we lookmore after the one thing necessary,-. and mind the chusing the better part.

So long as we are full of the World, the Lord Christ can find' no room in our Hearts: present Comforts have gotten Possession, and. thrust him oat. >'

As it was when he was born, there was no Room for him in the Inn; that was taken up with other Guests; therefore Christ must be laid in the ganger, in an Out-, room,









Truly, thus it sares with the Lord Jesus Christ in the World still: the most of us lay him in the Manger, in an Out-room to this very Day.

Pray deal plainly with God and your own Souls, and tell me, What Entertainment do you give to the Lord Jesus when he comes to your Souls in an Ordinance, and offers to make his Abode with- you, for so he doth: Revel. 3. 20. Behold I (land, at the door and knock; if any Man open to me, / will come in and sup trith him, and he with me. 

Now, how do you treat the-blessed Jesus? Where do you Jay him? in the Inn, or in the Out-room? I mean thus: Do ye receive him into your Hearts and Affections? or, Do ye take him only into the Outroom of an empty Profession?

Truly, a lifeless, graceless Profession of Christ, is only a.laying him in the Out-house.; but a hearty embracing of, and a holy Affection

.> to.









to Christ, this is taking him into the Inn.

Now when God, by any Providence, doth imbitter the Creature to us, then this makes us remove Christ out of the Manger into the Inn; out of a lifeless Profession into our Hearts and Affections.

'zdly. When a Child is weaned, the Nurse is many times hid, or put away, or removed, that the light of her may not make the Child to cry for the Breast.

So the Lord many times strips a Man of the World, takes from him his Enjoyments, all his Comforts, meerly to man his Heart from the World.

;' » 1' •- '.; -._»

idly. When a Child is weaned r the nature and kind of its Food is changed; he is fed with stronger Meat.^!. 1 . 

Now in tliis alfb the Resemblance holds: the Soul of a Believer is as a maned Child: He hath .another

ku?'1
kind of Subsistence, and lives upon other kind of Comforts than he did before.









As Christ says, / have Meat to eat which ye know not of, John 4. 3 2. so hath every Believer Comforts to live upon which the World knows nothing of: A Stranger doth not intermeddle with his joj, Prov. 14. 10. As, 

1st. He hath the Comforts of the Promises: When God brings a Soul into a state of Grace, he brings him from living upon the Creatures, to live upon the Promises. And which is best, think ye, to live upon the Creature, or to live upon the Promise?

The Creature 5ies; the Promise lives. :..'''' '-''»/ .•' 

The Creature is Tea and Nay; the Promise is Tea and Amen. 

The Creature is deceitful j the Promise is su re and. saithful. • J 

The Creature feeds but Sease ;' the Promise fills the Soul.

The









The Creature is but a scanty Good; the Promise travails with all Good.

He that lives upon the Promise lives by Faith •„ and the Life of Faith is the only Life in the World.

1st It is the only safe and secure Life. As the weak Ivy secures it self by twisting about the great Oak; so the weak Cbrifiian secures himself by cleaving to the great God. His place of Defence shall be the munition of Rocks; Bread shall be given him , his Waters (hall be sure. Isaiah

The Life of Sense is full of Disappointments, like A deceitful Brook. Job 6. 15.''''

<Sisera runs to Jael to save him, and she destroys him: he lays his Head in her Lap, and she nails it to the ground. Judges 4. 21.

zdlp It is the only quiet Life, The Life of Sense is full of distracting Cares and Vexations: the Soul

& is
is never quiet till it draws off from Sense to live by Faith; till it cries out with David, Return to thy rest, 0 my Soul. Psal. 116. 7.









The Philosopher tells us, If we eould live in the Upper Region, there we should enjoy a perpetual Calm: there' are no Storms, no Winds, no Tempests; these are only' found - in - this Lower Region: Nearer the Sun it is not so.

Sense is -as the Lower Region, where there is nothing but Storms, and Shakings, and Vexations. Could we, by Faith, live in the Upper Region, and have the Moon under our feet; could we live above the World, by Faith in God,- resting in the Lord Jesus Christ; we should^ enjoy a perpetual Calm there, la me ye shall have Peace, John \6, 3 j.

idly. It is the only sweet and comfortable Life. The Life of Sense, like a smoaking Chimney, causes many a wet eye: When we live by Faith* then the Fire burns cleats

but
but when we live by Sense, then the Chimney smoaks.









Is it not a sweet Life, to fetch all our Waters from the Fountain? Thus Faith doth. Sense drinks out of the muddy Chanel, but Faith goes to the Well-head. Jllmj Springs are in thee, Psalm 87. 7.

Is it not a comfortable Life to be fixed amongst all the Changes and Mutations that are in the World? Why Faith fixes the Soul upon God, and in that Fixation it is safe. He /ball not be afraid of evil-tidings, his heart is fixed trusting in the Lordt Psal.lt a. 7.

Ts it not a comfortable Life to live free from all Burdens in the World? There are but two forts of Burdens; 

The Burden of Sin and Guilt. 
The Burden of Care and Trouble. 


Now Faith takes off both these, and frees the Soul from one and the other.

It.
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It takes off the Burden .y resting upon Christ and eousness. . -r. 

And it takes off the &} Zare and Trouble, by reitu God and his Providence._

Ah (my beloved) there g fort to be compared to th of believing; no Life to be r to the Life of Faith. We n Comfort, but till we corns Faith we shall never taste ol




ify. It is the only Cht\ Sense makes a Beast, Reap* ivjan, out x.»urj uicui.cs a ] We are no farther Christ as we can live upon Ch Conditions.




5/y. It is the only honoU* The World's Honour is' ginary thing, a meer Bu pared with the Honour leads the Soul into.

Is it not an Honour to King's Ear at pleasure, v/i
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It takes off the Burden of Guilt, by resting upon Christ and his Righteousness.

And it takes off the Burden of Care and Trouble, by resting upon God and his Providence.

Ah (my beloved.) there is no comfort to be compared to the comfort of believing; no Life to be compared to the Life of Faith. We may talk of Comfort,.but till we come to live by Faith we shall never taste of Comfort.

4/y. It is the only Christian Life* Sense makes a Beast, Reason makes a avian, Out i-mtu ms.i{c§ avCiirmiafi. We are no farther Christians, than as we can live upon Christ in all Conditions.

5/y. It is the only honourable Life. The World's Honour is but an imaginary thing, a meer Bubble compared with the Honour that Faith leads the Soul into.

Is it not an Honour to have the King's Ear at pleasure, without tra









cing the tedious Climax of Courtaccesses, as Strangers must?

Why the Believer ( as I may speak it with Reverence ) hath the Command of God's Ear. Concern' mg the work of my bands, command ye we. Isa. 4c. i 1.

Is it not am Honour to be of the Blood-royal, to be born of God? We are very apt to value our selves upon the Nobleness of our Descent and Birth.

Why the Believer is born of God. John 1.11, xi. They are of the Bloodroyal, of we Cff-p:TM ef-Q*4:

Is it not an Honour to live with God? Why Believers live with God, and walk with God, and have Fellowship with God here; and shall have an eternal Fellowship with God in Heaven hereafter. Such honour have all his Saints. 

6ly. It is the only lasting Life. The Stability of all forts of Lives, is according to their Principles and Causes. The Life which depends

upon









upon a failing Cause is a sading Life; and the Life which depends upon a constant Cause is an abiding Life.

Now the Life of Faith proceeds from a living Principle; the Grounds ©f it are in God, and Christ, and the Promise, and no Change reaches to these.

Our Comforts may change, but Christ never changes; Testerday, and to day, and the same for ever. Heb. 13. 8.

The Creature may change, but God changes not: / am the Lord (hat changes not, Mai. j. 6. 

The Promises are unchangable: not yea and nay, but yea and Amen in Christ, 2 Cor: 1. 20.

Now Faith must needs be a lasting Life, that hath such lasting Grounds and Principles.

The Life of Sense is a sading decaying Life, it lives upon sading Objects: a Man hath Friends and delightful Relations, and these chear and refresh his Spirits; but anon they die, and drop into the Dust,

and









and then his Spirits sink: they go down to the Pit, and his Heart breaks for want of Comfort.

But the Soul that lives by Faith can never be at a loss. 

What can he lack who hath him who is 4;//? And what can he lose who hath him who knows no change at all?

The Mariner, when he puts forth to Sea, quickly loses a sight of Land 5 but though he fails never so far, yet he never loses a sight of Heaven.

Thus the Soul of a Believer is as a weaned Child in this fense also: it lives upon other kind of Comforts than it did before, viz. the Comforts of the Promises.

2. I might add, That the Believer lives upon the v Comforts of the Ordinances. / fat under his shadow with great delight, and his Fruit was sweet to my tajle, Cantic. 2. j.

3. He lives upon the Comfort of Experiences: Psalm 74. 14. Thou 

breakeft 
breakeH the beads of Leviathan in pieces, and gavefl him to be Meat to the People inhabiting the Wilderness. 









Leviathan here, is meant of Pharaoh and all his Host: When God drowned him and all the Host of the Egyptians in the Red Sea^ then he brake Leviathan's Head: And God is said to give him to be Meat to his People in the Wilderness, in that the Experience they had had at the Red Sea, of the wonderful Care and miraculous Doings of God for them and their Deliverance, was intended to be Food for their Faith, that by this Experience they might learn to live upon God in Wilderness-straits.

4. He lives upon the Comfort of the Divine Presence. Thou shalt make we glad with the light of thj countenance. 

This is the Food that the weaned Soul hath to feed on,

:v''- Pro









% £ Promises. 
       Ordinances. 
       Experiences. 
      The divine Presence. 


idly. There is a Resemblance between a xveaned Child and a Believer, in regard of its Disposition and Affection.

As, for instance:

Take a weaned Child, and lay it to the fullest and sairest Breast, and it will suck no more; it turns from' it, and loaths it as much as heretofore it loved and delighted in it.

Now in this the gracious Heart is as the weaned Child: The fullest Breast of Creature-comforts and sensual Delights cannot allure it: and \vhy? Because it hath chosen God for its chiefest good, and therefore cannot be better. Whom have 1 in Heaven but thee? And there is none upon Earth. 1 desire in comparison os thee. Psal. 7J. 25.

Th/















The Soul sees a greater beauty in God, than in all worldly Comforts it tastes a greater Sweetness in communion with the Lord Christ, than in all worldly Friendships and Fellowships.

So did David; and therefore he cries out, One day in thy Courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. Psalm '84. 10. So did Jacob; and therefore tells his Brother, God hath dealt graciously with me, and I have enough. Gen. 5 J. 11. In the Hebrew it is, / have all. He that hath an Interest in God, hath all; all that the Soul can want, or the Heart can wish. No man having drank this old Wine defireth ne-w, for he faith the old is better, Luke 5. 39.

III. I will shew you briefly, how Grace doth wean the Heart from all worldly things.

By a threefold Efficiency.

\fi. Grace fas up a Light in the Soul, which discovers the true Nature of tilings: Every natural Man
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is in Darkness: a graceless state is a state of Darkness: Now in Darknefe the Vanity, Emptiness, Insufficiency, and Unsatisfactoriness of worldly things to the Soul of Man, cannot be discovered.

Grace is Light in the Understanding, as well as Holiness in the Will; and by this-, tight the Soul is able to pals a right Judgment of things, to distinguish between seen and unseen Good, between perishing and durable Comforts; to discern between things that differ. The spirt' tual Man jiedgetfr all things, the Apofile says in the first Epistle to the Corinthians, chap. 2. ver. 15.

; zdly. Grace hath a farther Efficiency upon the Heart, and that is this: It extinguifheth and removes that out of the Soul which make's the things of the World to be our chief good.

..There is that in every carnal Man that propounds to.the Soul fbrae

.' "2 H what
what below God as its chief Good; and that is, the sensual Mind: and by this the Will is misled, and the Affections misplaced; and the World Is preferred, and God left out.
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Now by a work of Grace in the Heart, the sensual Mind is extinguished , the Old-man, is put on^ that which savours only the things of the Flesh is abated and removed.

-^dly. Grace elevateth the Soul afeove sensual Objects, to live upon more real, more finable Comforts; to live upon God, to lay up Treasure in Heaven, to fetch its Refreshments from the Fountain of divine Fullness: and how easily is that Soul weaned from all earthly':Enjoyments, that hath learned to fetch all its Comforts from Heaven?: '. 

, The. Appl I cAT>io3iiii : i;

Vse i. Shall. we now improve this Doctrine to a use of Tryali'

Shall
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Shall we be serious in this matter, and<:all our Hearts to a strict account what we do experience of the Power of God upon our Souls in weaning them from things below? There is the greatest Reason in the World that- moves me to ur<^ this Duty upon you. For,

i. There is no greater Duty incumbent upon a Christian, than frequent Tryals of Self and State by tne measure of present Truths. When the Word of the Lord is spoken, and Truth discovered, then to bring it home to the Heart, and try our Spirits arid Condition by it, this is a great Duty. This is the meaning of that in the second Epistle to the Corinthians> chap. 13. ver. 5. Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the Faith; f/rove your own selves. And that in Galatians 6. 5,4. looks this way: If *>*) man thinks himself to be something when he it nothing he deceives himself: But let every man wove i • '' H 2 hit 
hii own work ^ and then flj alt be have rejoyewg in hiwfelf alone, andnot"in another., ','.'".









-> .

,: 'zdlj. Herein doth the Vitality and Tower of Go^Hoefs formally confift. It is npl'wba't we profefs outwardly, but what we are inwardly, that God looks at. Rom. 2. 2,9. fie U a''j?u> which is one inwardly.' ')'",* '_'. / ...* /.' ^ V 

Many profefs rrfdchj pretend to

great meafures of Mortifiednefs, and

IWeane^nejTs from Worldly things;

:jut'look 'upon 'therjl in their'.Cori

verfettons, follow' tlietji; into -the

EWorld, and nbne more carnal, more

vain than they.

idly. We can never be able to adjuft our Claim to a Work of Grace, urilefs we are able to fatisfy , our feLves in this point. There is no greater, no Hirer Evidence of a Wort of Grace in the Heart, than Weanednefs of Soul from prefent things. 4- jf









4. If we be not brought into this leaned stata by the Power of Grace here, we. shall be shut out of Hea* ven hereafter. .Will you hear what our Lord Christ says in the cafe? Then fee Mafth. 18. 5, 4. Verity except ye be converted, and become as little Children i ye {hall not enter inte. the Kjngdom of Heaven. Ver. 5.

Except ye be converted: is that all? No* but.ye- must income as-Little Children,'in Meekness, Humility., Self-denial, Weanednefs. So fays she- next Verse; Whosoever shall hamhie'himself as this little Qhild,', the saute » greatest in the Kjngfom 'of Hia* ven. 

It is one thing to be- converted,. it is another thing to becomeas little Children, to be wrought into a childlike Disposition. This is the. true Qualification, ' the proper Fitness pf the Soul for Glory: No Weanednefs, no Blessedness.

Is there not then great Reason for m/ urging you to this-Self-exat roination?. L^















Let us therefore to the Touchstone: that is not true Grace that will not endure the Tryal.

Put the Question: Is my Saul as a weaned Chili? Am I under the Weanings of God, or am I not?

Quest. Now you will say, How may I know whether my Soul be under the Weanings of God? whether weaned from the World or not?

Ansxv. In Answer to this, I shall lay .you down some Rules to try your selves by.

\st. To have heavenly Affections amidst earthly Possessions, this is a sign of a weaned Heart. x

idly. To reckon our Happiness, our Riches, rather from divine Fruition than from any worldly Accommodation, this is a sign of an Heart under the Weanings of God. 
David was a King, a great Man; but he doth not reckon this his Happinete; no, but his Intereft in God. Pfalm 16. 5,6. The Lord is the portion tf my Inheritance, and of my Cup, thou maintAwett my Lot: And what then? The lines are fallen to me in pleafant Places% 1 have a. goodly Heritage-. "":









idly. What do we moftxlefire; moft hunger after? This Jhews whether we are weaned or not.

The fucking Child cries for the Breaft: whatever you offer it, or put into the hand, nothing can qui-? et it till, it is laid to the Breaft.

Now what is it that quiets our Minds, that fatisfies our Defires fooneft? If it be worldly Pleafures, worldly Comforts, worldly Honors,, &c. then our Hearts are not weaned.

tfhly. To bear worldly Evils,

worldly Troubles, worldly Loffes,

H 4 wich
with a holy Quietness and Satisfaction of Spirit; this- is a sign of a weaned Heart. Heb. ie. 34. Te-took Now can ye do this?









joyfully the spoiling of your Goods , knowing in your selves that ye have in Hea* ven a better and an enduring Substance. *

ykly. To chuse Holiness with Affliction and Loss, rather than Sin with Pleasure and Preferment; this is a sign of a weaned Heart. • Thus didWofe's, Hel* 11. 64,-#^26.

Ver. 24. By Faith Moses, when be was come to Tears, refused- to be called the Son of Pharaoh'* Daughter; 

Ver. 25. Chusing rather to suffer Jffiiclion with the People of God, than to enjoy the Pleasures of fin for a season;' 

Ver. 26. Esteeming-Reproach sot Christ greater Riches than the 1 reassures of Egypt; for he had respect to the Recommence os reward. • ';'"*', '" f; • • ' O'. i. \' .S'.'U 

The
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When the World smiles upon us with its Splendours, Honours, Riches', Pleasures, Delights, and Glories j can we then look upon all these as mean and abject things in comparison of Christ? Can we look through all this to the Righteousness of Christ? as that noble Marquis (Ga~ kacius Caracciola) did, Their Money perish with them that count alt the Gold in the World, worth one flays Communion with Jesus Christ. 

Or, When the World frowns upon us with Crosses, Losses, Sufferings, Reproaches, &c. Can we then overcome it by laying aside carnal Fear, by Patience in Tribulation, by looking upon Afflictions and Suf-' ferings for Christ as our Honour and Happiness; by eying the invisible God in all, as Moses did? Hebr. n. 27. He endured 7 as feeing him who u invisible, 

/v'uv \ '»









Vse 2. Are your Souls under the Weanings of God? Then there is a double Duty incumbent upon you from this Doctrine.

Duty 1. Bless the Lord, magnify the Riches of his Mercy, in calling and taking your Hearts off from the World.

It is laid in Genesis, Chap. 21. Ver. 8. that the Child (speaking of Isaac) grew, and was weaned', and Abraham made a great Feast thefame Day that Isaac was weaned. 

It is not said, that the Child was born, and Abraham made a Feast:. indeed that was net so proper a time, because then the Mother was in Weakness and Grief. - Nor is it said the Child was circumcised, and Abraham made a Feast: nor was that fo proper a time, because then the Child was fore and in Grief; but the Child was weanedy and Abraham made a Feast. This seems the proper time, because now

Father









Father, and Mother, and -Child, might all rejoyce together. ,

There was, no doubt, a Myftery wrapt up in this Feaft of Abraham: And what was that? Why the My fiery is this.:

Believers, who are the Seed of Abraham, ftiould rejoyce in the Lord when the Soul is become fpiritual, and weaned from carnal Defires.

To have the World, and yet.ber weaned from the. World; to poflefs it, and yet not be pofleffed by it; this is a great Mercy.

It is an eafie matter to profels Weanednefs fromthe World, where but_ little of the World is enjoyed; j| i§. a common thing; for them that are poor to declaim againft Riches. a.qd, Greatnefs. / would not- h& Jn their Condition, fays one; 1 wouleinot be. under their Temptations for all they enjoy, fays another .. 1' muld not have that to anfwer for as theyfoave, fays2i third; for as they, are great, jo ffrey are proud, bigh-mmded, and cc-vp.Hn*s.. 

Thus

♦!.
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Thus it is ufual for the Poor to envy the, Rich.

But to live above all, amid ft the dnjoyment of all, this is the greateft Mercy in the World.

To fee no Greafnefs in any thing but in the great God, no Beauty in any thing but Holihefs; no Glory in any thing but Chrift, no Goodnefs in any thing but Religion; O what a Mercy is this I How few can look through worldly Greatnefs to this ProfpecT:.1 and therefore ,»ot many mighty, not many noble, an called ^ta 1 Cor. 1.26.

. .: ,. :. ,.- , .-' . . -,. .. . t

Duty a. Labour to wean others from the World; as Gfeniifaid to Peter, When thou art converted firengthen thy brethren, Luke 22. 32. So when converting Grace hath took hold of thy Heart, labour to convert Others: When the Lord hath Shewed thee the Vanity of things below, endeavour to lead others into this Profpecl: Is thy Soul weaned? ftrive .... .:. 1 . .. Ju\r- ". . that
that others may be weaned. O what Honour might you bring to God upon this account! . !









We preach of the Vanity and Emptiness of the World; but alas 1 sew believe our Report. They fay we know nothing of the Grandure, Honour, and Glory of it in our selves: God placed us below it, and laid our Lot in a narrow compass; and therefore we envy it to those who enjoy it, because we want it.

But when such whom God hath advanced to Greatness in the World shall yet live above it, and prefer the Interest: of Religion, 'and the honouring of God, before all worldly Grandure; this will carry a strong Conviction with it to the Consciences of others.

Therefore endeavour to be instrumental to wean others, especially Relations: Labour that they that are near to us may not be far from God ; and chiefly our Children, whose Souls God will more immediately require at our hands.

The









The Lord hath graciously given Your Honour a Child, a Son: you have taken great care to mean him From the Breast, and the Lord hath blessed your Care in it: And if Tour Honour would be thoughtful and prayerful about weaning him from worldly Lusts, would not the Lord bless that Care too?

A second Branch of the Exhortation is to them who are not yet as a weaned Child, whose Souls are not, as yet, taken off from present things.

Is not this our Cafe? May we. not fear it is? For if we are weaned from the World, why do we doat upon it? Why are we so fond of present things? Why do we conform so much to the World, and study the Guise and foolish Fashions of the World?

If we are weaned from theWorld, why is our Joy and Grief so great, and proportionated to present Comforts, or present Losses?

Surely









Surely therefore we have cause enough $0 fear our Hearts are not yet under the Weanings of God.

.Nay let me tell you this, that it is possible to be a true Believer, a true Christian, and yet not weaned &om the World.

; It is pne thing to be born of God, as every Believer is; it is another thing to have a weaned Heart: this every Believe^ hath not., ..-.' 'This Child is--a living Child/so soon as it is born-, but it is not weaned from the Breast till it hath got Strength to live without it: and therefore it is said of Isaac (Genesis 21. 8.) that the Child grew, and was weaned, Weaning follows Growth and Strength..

; So a Man is a. Believer so soon as he is born of Qod) so soon as he s wrought upon by Grace; but be is not weaned from the World, but by a superadded Strength, and growth of Grace. . *''< ,'' -._? -:.-. .. .;.

vTcic: Truth









Truth Of Gvict makes a Man a Child of God; but it is Growth of Grace that makes the soul as a weaned Child.

This Weanednefs is begun indeed in Conversion, for that is the Seedtime: of all Grace; but it is only perfected in the growth of Sanctification.

: Yotr read in scripture of a jtwqfold Redemption.'

One is a Redemption, by the Blood and Death of Chriff, from Hell and Damnation: Thus everyBeliever is actually redeemed at his first Conversion.

The other is $ Redemption by the Spirit of Christ from carnal Affections: this follows Conversion. In Revel. 14.5. ye read of some that were said to be redeemed from the Earth .' They sung a new Song,' and no Man could learn that Song, but the hundred and forty scut thousand whith were redeemed from the Earth. [ -v>'-' 

Many
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Many are redeemed from Hell that are not yet redeemed from the Earth; redeemed through Grace from Damnation, that yet are not redeem'd from a carnal ConverJation.

Well then, are we born of God, and yet not weaned from the Breast of worldly Comforts? . Oh then go away, and beg of God for this Mercy of a weaned Soul; that you may no longer fetch in your Satisfactions and Comforts from the Creature, but from God

in-Christ.

'' - 1 •

And lastly, Let us do that which is our Duty in order to Weanednefs of Heart.

1. Inuring our Souls to Wants and Abatements: Whilst we satiate our selves, and surfeit our Spirits in tbe fullness and Excesses of present Enjoyments, We are not like to learn ^s Lesson. One way to put

out
out the Fire, is by Subtraction of Matter: Take away the Wood, and the Fire will die, and go out of it self.









2. Be much in mortifying carnal Appetites and inordinate Desires; and let this be our daily Work; for the sooner it is done, the easier it is done: A Child is easier weaned at one Year old than at two; Affections are not yet so strong, nor Custom so prevailing.

It is in like manner with the Soul: the longer it lives upon the Comforts of the World, and fetches its Contentments from the Creature, the harder it will be to draw off the Affections, and wean the Soul from them.




FINIS, 
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%Zj= Æ this Author's Works complete in thir- 
  teen Volumes in Octavo, art fold by Edmund 
  Parker, at the Bible and Crown in Lombard- 
   Street. 


BOOKS











BOO K S recommended as proper for charitably -disposed Persons lo give away, Price 3 d. or 4*/. each, Jlitch'd. 

A Sermon concerning the Excellency and Usefulness of the Common-Prayer. Preach'd by William Be'veridge, D. D. (late Lord Bishop of St. Asafh) at the Opening of the Parish Church of St. Peter Centbill, Londun. The- thirtieth Edition. Price 3 d. stitch'd, or 20 s. a Hundred.

The Churchman's Daily Companion, recommending the Duty of frequenting the publick Prayers, and reverencing the Sanctuary; from the Consideration of the Service itself, the Nature of Church Communior., and the great Advantages that attend it. By Robert Warren, D. D. Price 3 d. stitch'd, or 20 s. a Hundred-.

JV. B. The two above-nam'd Books may be had bound up together to accommodate the Curious.

The Happiness and Pleasure of a Religious Lift. Set forth in two Discourses; wherein, I. rlTie Importance of it is consider'd from the happy Conclusion of it. By John Norris, M. A. II. The continual Pleasure arising from the Practice of it. With a devout Prayer suitable to the important Subject. By R. Warren, D. D. The Tenth Edition. Price 3 d. stitch'd, or 20s. a Hundred.

r. Of Religious Discourse in common Convers.ition. In Three Parts. The Ninth Edition. Price 3 d. stitch'd, or 20s. a Hundred.

2. A Discourse concerning Worldly and Divine Wisdom, on Luke 16. 8. The Children of this World are in their Generation nxii/er than thi Children of Light. The Sixteenth Edition. Price 3 d. or 20 s. a Hundred.

3, Religious Singularity display'd: Shewing the Necessity of practising that great Christian Virtue. The Ninth Edition. Price 3 d. stitch'd, or 20 s. a Hundred. These three by the Reverend and Learned J. Norris, M. A. late Rector of Bemertoa-, near Sarum. 

The









The Christian Monitor; containing an earnest Exhortation to an Holy Life 5 with some Directions in order thereto. Written in a plain and easy Stile for all sorts of People. Price 3 d. stitch'd, or 20 s. a Hundred.

N. B. The Christian Monitor is also printed in Welch. Price 3 d. stitch'd, or 20 s. a Hundred.

It is also printed on a larger Letter in English. Price bound 6d. or 5 s. a Dozen.

A Companion to the Altar : . Shewing the Nature and Necessity of a Sacramental Preparation, in order to our worthy Receiving the Holy Communion. Wherein those Fears and Scruples about Eating and Drinking unworthily, and of incurring our o*wn Damnation thereby, are prov'd groundless and unwarrantable. Unto which are added, Prayers and Meditations preparative to a Sacramental Preparation, according to what the Church of England requires from her Communicants. The Fifteenth Edition. Price stitch'd 4d. or 25 s. a Hundred.

N. B. This Companion to the .Altar is bound up with the best and finest Common-Prayer, of all sizes. .

The Christian's Daily Monitor on the Four Last Things, <vi%. Death, Judgment, Heaven and Hell. Being an earnest Exhortation to a Holy Dying. With proper Directions in order to a timely Repentance. Also suitable Prayers and Ejaculations for sick Persons. Price 3d. stitch'd, or 20s. a Hundred.

The Greatness of God's Love to Mankind, in giving up his only begotten Son a Sacrifice for the Sins of the whole World, connder'd and explain'd. By John Scott, D. D. some time Rector of St. Giles in the Fields. Price 3 d. stitch'd, or 20 s. a Hundred.

The Protestant Union : or, The main Principles of Religion owhM by the Dissenters, agreeable to the Articles and Homilies of the Church of England. The Fourth Edition. Price 3 d.

Omega; 















Omiga - A Poem on the last Judgment. In 8vo. Price 4d.

The Mite put into the 'Treasury: or, A Poetical Essay upon the following Subjects, 'viz.. I. The Baptismal Vow. II. The Creed or Belief. III. The Decalogue, or Ten Commandments. IV. A short Comment on the Lord's Prayer, with Digressions upon the future Reward, Death and Hell. Price 2 d.




BOOKS recommended as proper for charitably-difpos'd Persons to give away, Prut 6d. each bound, or $s. per Djzen. 

TII E Devout SouPs Daily Exercise; in Prayers, Contemplations and Praises: Containing Devotions for Morning, Noon and Night, for every Day in the Week. With Prayers and 'i hanksgivings for Persons of all Conditions, and upon all Occasion';. By R. Parker, D. D. The Seventh Edition. Price 6d.

1. Spiritual Counsel: or, The Father's Advice to his Children. The Sixteenth Edition. Price 6 d.

2. An effectual Remedy against the Fear of Death. Both by the Rev. Mr. John Norris, M. A. late Rector of Bcmertoti, near Sarum. Price 6 d.

The Christian Monitor; containing an earnest Exhortation to an Holy Life: With some Directions in order thereto. Written in a plain and easy Stile for all sorts of People. Printed on a larger Letter than the former Editions. Price 6 d.

The Daily Companion, with Christian Supports under the Troubles of this World, to comfort and succour all those who in this transitory Life are in Trouble, Sorrow, Need, Sickness, or any other Adversity. Unto which are added, Prayers and Meditations suitable for all Persons rssiicted in Mind, Body, or Estate. The Tenth Edition. Price 6d.

A









A Companion to the Altar: Shewing the Nature and Neceffity of a Sacramental Preparation, in order to our worthy Receiving the Holy Communion. Wherein those Fears and Scruples about Eating and Drinking uninjorthily, and of incurring our oivn Damnation thereby, are prov'd groundless and unwarrantable. Unto which are added, Prayers and Meditations preparative to a Sacramental Preparation, according to what the Church of England requires from her Communicants. The Fifteenth Edition. - Price 6 d.

N. B- This Companion to the Aitar is bound up with the best and finest Common-Prayers of all sizes.

The London New Method and Art of Teaching Children to Spell and Read, so as they may, without the Help of any other Book, read the Bible in less than twelve Months. Jfote, This way of Teaching is approv'd by most School-Masters as the best. Price bound 6 d.

§0* There are some printed on fine Paper, bound up with Cuts. Price 8 dt

i. The Daily Self-Examinant: or, An earnest Persuasive to the Duty of Daily Self-Examination ; with .Devout Prayers, Meditations, Directions and Ejaculations for an Holy Life and Happy Death. The Eighth Edition. Price 6 d. .

2. The Communicant's constant Exercise. In two Parts. Containing, I. An earnest Exhortation to the Communion; with proper Devotions before, at, and after Receiving. II. His Duty of Consideration, Resolution, and actual Amendment after Receiving the blested Sacrament. The Fifth Edition. Price 6 d.

3. The Devout Christian's Preparative to Death. Written by Erasmus, now render'd into English. To which are added, Meditations, Prayers, and Directions for sick and dying Persons. Recommended as proper to be given at Funerals. The Eighth Edition. Price 6 d.

These three by Robert Warren, D. D.

The









The Benefit of early Piety, recommended to all young Persons. By ff. Smithies, late Morning Lecturer of St. Michael Cernbill in London. The Fourteenth Edition. Price 6d.

A Rich Treasure at an easy Rate: or, The Ready Way to true Content. A short and pleasant Discourse, manifestly shewing how inconsistent Riches is with Piety usually, and how opposite Poverty is often. Together with the happy Agreement and Conjunction of Honejl Labour, Real Godliness, and Soul Content. The Third Edition. Price 6d.

A Short View of Mr. Winston's Chronology of the Old Testament, and his Harmony of the Four Evangelists; with a Postscript about our Rule for keeping Easter, in Answer to the Dissenters. By John Wright, M. A. Rector of Kir ton in Nottinghamshire. The Second Edition. With the Addition of a Reply to the Remarks of a Dissenter, upon our Rule for keeping Easier. 4to. Price i s.

A Complete.Collection of Cuts of the Old and New Testament, well design'd and engraven; diverting and useful (for young Persons especially) in helping them to attain to the Knowledge of the Historical and molt remarkable Passages therein. Price 5 s.

Dr. Scott's Works complete. In Eight Volumes. 8vo.

Lately publifid, for the Use of Schools, &c.

A choice Collection of Cuts for Copy-Book Coven, well engrav'd on Copper-Plates, and printed on good Paper.

Bibles proper for Charity-Gifts, or for the Use ei Schools, d5V.

Orders, By-Laws aniOrdinances, *fbr trie good Government and regulating of the Persons ficens'd to keef and drive Hackney Coaches, and their RenWrs art Drivers. Price 3 d.

Sold by Edmund Parker, at the Bible and Crown< Lombard-Street.
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About this Book - From Google


This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library
shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project to make
the world's books discoverable online. It has survived long enough for the
copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain
book is one that was never subject to copyright or whose legal copyright term
has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to
country. Public domain books are our gateways to the past, representing a
wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover.
Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume may appear
in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the publisher to a
library and finally to you.




Google Book Search has digitized millions of physical books and made them
available online at http://books.google.com
. The digitization at the most basic level is based on page images of the
physical books. To make this book available as an ePub formated file we have
taken those page images and extracted the text using Optical Character
Recognition (or OCR for short) technology. The extraction of text from page
images is a difficult engineering task. Smudges on the physical books' pages,
fancy fonts, old fonts, torn pages, etc. can all lead to errors in the
extracted text. Imperfect OCR is only the first challenge in the ultimate goal
of moving from collections of page images to extracted-text based books. Our
computer algorithms also have to automatically determine the structure of the
book (what are the headers and footers, where images are placed, whether text
is verse or prose, and so forth). Getting this right allows us to render the
book in a way that follows the format of the original book.




Despite our best efforts you may see spelling mistakes, garbage characters,
extraneous images, or missing pages in this book. Based on our estimates, these
errors should not prevent you from enjoying the content of the book. The
technical challenges of automatically constructing a perfect book are daunting,
but we continue to make enhancements to our OCR and book structure extraction
technologies.




We hope you'll enjoy these books as much as we do.



Usage guidelines 



Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain
materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong
to the public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this
work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we
have taken steps to prevent abuse by commercial parties, including
placing technical restrictions on automated querying.




We also ask that you:



	 Make non-commercial use of the files: We designed Google Book
Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files
for personal, non-commercial purposes.



	 Refrain from automated querying: Do not send automated queries
of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on
machine translation, optical character recognition or other areas
where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact
us. We encourage the use of public domain materials for these purposes
and may be able to help.



	 Maintain attribution: The Google "watermark" you see on
each file is essential for informing people about this project and
helping them find additional materials through Google Book Search.
Please do not remove it.



	 Keep it legal: Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible
for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that
just because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in
the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for
users in other countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies
from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any
specific use of any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume
that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used
in any manner anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability
can be quite severe.





About Google Book Search



Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make
it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach
new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on
the web at http://books.google.com
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